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Hae your. fa ver Wien redbgnined in. oly rn er enrolled as 
x seller of or she tha aw tribe of Indian in Indian sana teenr: 
Ac Not rhat. I <"thestas . . 
ae: yee. coe proof of the torr tage: of our Sather md mother? 
6, Bir. 
dan you. intreduce at. aver, iz riven, tie? - ‘Yes, sir. 


Thirty days Will be allewed for hei ‘purpose, 


* Do you claim for yourself a lone? A. wir, 

ia: Your fame on any of the tribal rolls thine Choo taw vation 
in Indian territery?, A. Noj @4ari. --.' 

faye you ever mad¢ & pplication 40, be enrolled as « Choctaw 
Indian either to. the Choctaw Tribal authorities or to the 
United States quthorities in Indian  Térritery? A, Noe 

« Have you ever made application for enrollment as & Cheetar 
oitigen to the pawes Commission under the act of Conzresé® of 
June 10, 1896? A.’ No, wir. 

is this the first application you have ever made fer enrollment 
as Pia ied of the Choctay. vation t6 any mithoritity whatewer? 
A. 8. 

Have you ever been admitted to citizenship im the Choctaw Ya 
tion by the Choctaw tribal authorities, the Commiss on to. 
the Five Civilized Trihes or by thé United States Court ip 
Indian Territory? A. No, sir. 


Do you now come before the Commission to be identified asa 
Miesisegippi Choctaw? A. Yes; sir. ‘ 

Do you claim wider article fourtew of the treaty of 18307. A, 
Yew, ear, 

Do you understand that article? A, No, sir. 

Would you like to have it explained further? A, Yes , sir. fF 
think I understand it well enough without further explanation, 


It reads as follows: 


fay Chee taw head of a. family being desirous to remain 

and wo citizen ef the States dhall be permitted to do se hy 

ifyi hie a lye to: the ‘Agent within six months from the 
ratification of this treaty, and he oF she oe thereupon be nee. 
tled té a reservation ef one seetion ef, six and forty acres 
of land té be bounded by sectional lines of survey} in ‘like manner 
shall be entitled te one-half that quantity for ea oh unmarried 
child w: Sel it ‘with him ¢yer ten years of age anda quarter 
sentien, to és may be urder ten get er: ihe it to adjoin 
the. Tochtten ef of the irene If thay: redide » in- 
tending te become citigens of the ng gone fer ‘ive 7 years’ atter the 


shali, desuc. Baid reservation “shall inelude thre present suprove= 
mont of the bead of the, or a portion of it, Por'gons who 
Glaim under this arti¢le shall not lose the privile 

qitizen but if they ever remove are net te be entit oe te any por- 
tien.of ‘he Choctaw anmiity. , 





if ae ae rege a 
‘the sia ties wines cigst iyph Uhoo tout ie fatnenh 


iy. 
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ndfat ce 
Beast: arent 
jmOW, aad IT -waint: zo ek: 
you nor, ng Shae 1. cath. 
ther, Mush-v-ls Reni k 
any ou i The last’ oné you called 


‘Le ieiA. the. ene you have selecetad as the vimme..of your 
eréat-granitebtar? A, Yes; omrac 
It is the..one @ given by. your siater whe has just teatit ica: 
: mes Ved Gone ts the one? ih Gisitat py 
° Ww do you kwow waste €at« eather? A, I ve 
heard it in’ the® € .. 
Q. How do you imow he lived in Miss teal pple an 28307 A, 1 have al- 
ways heard that he did, 
Q. How much Choctaw bleod did he have, or did you hear that he had? 
re 4 pose Hhewad a full biosed, 
Q. ee eard in’ your. family that he was 4 full blood? Ay You; 
8S VT. 
Q., And you have no knOwledge of these ‘facts bi dey ou have 
heard themdn.the family? A. That's a 
“Q, Where was Che-ka- bern? A, I don't: in 
Q. bond did he live Misi ssippi all tis 2 ve? A, Don' t ctiéw 
; ere. | 
qi ‘What was the name of any of his children wh: were ane chbore of 
; ‘yours?’ A, Salite, 
é- What was her full: mame? A. Saliie Spkth: ‘after Pa was married, 
a 


What was the name of-her husband? A, pig Faget 
q. eet Yelation were Saitic and Jack Smith ‘ibes. C, Smith? 
‘) A, Ballie Seith was Charis C, Smith's agthear 
Q, bia’ our father, Chase C. Snith, ever dive in tn “Miseiasspys? Ay 
He wad born law Missiesi ppd. 
Q. How old woitld he be if Living mow? - A, He would he up An sixty 


Tt -think. 
Q. Be auaed through his mother). Ge’lie smth, did Ke? Ay Xen, 


Where was dallie Smith porn? A ‘I. don't iknow, 
Q. wave pou always heard. in the mmety that g@ilie Smith's father, 
whom. you ‘say was. pri img ho ag living in Missism ene sa 
185: and was th head of @ family there? A, I dontt know. 
ath I don! t, inew what year, but I have Heahe 
there; 
‘any of. your Chectaw abbantire gen er claim my lands. in 
‘Miastabipps . oe Alad x ticle fourteen “Me the treaty © 
of 18307 A, Tee): my f claimed some -Jand there, but 


your Choctaw ‘pane ators within six months after the 
ratifioation of the treaty pf 1830: ge to Ool, William yard 
the United States, Indian Agent, and tell him that they wanted 
to atay,in mn abe aad get take lands therd and become citizens 
hacia” Staves? RB atl iow. lands in Misedent ri 
my of them om enta on ed or 
Alabatia in 18307 A,X don't. Jaton, 











: 4, Dia ety of eur che atv ‘anos stéra go trom that ol@ dhoctaw 
; "initen saat oe stad ppd River to the Choctaw ation 
sidian Territery, with the other Ind ns between 1635: and isse 
1B40 A, Not thet 1 know of. : 


: 4" : : ub 
Q. pid yeu hear of Col, Wititen Ward; the United States mndian Agent a 


whowas in Grebe phew oy yay Ae Bog BIT ee wo at 
Qs Tow have not. got mich kigwiedges of the facts ‘about’ the compli 
‘ mioe Of your ancestors with the. provisions of the treaty of 
May: > BBO? AvNo, sir, a ee E 
Qu Tell me}: if you ‘oan,:'whe the? any of your Choctaw dacestors;. ahd 
‘oUt Leulap ly: Che -ka-ghyo;, received ary Land@ in Mississippi 
ay the 024 Choctaw q@tion, and if #0 whet became of the land? 
A, They took it from him-some way. saris tite Oa 73 Oyen 
Q. Do yOu. know whether your preat-grandfather)# name was. upon any 
aate made aut. by Col, William Ward or Get, W, Martin, who 
wae locating agent. in Missi s@ppi in 1830 and 18317. A. No, sir. 


j Nota,--~+The records of the Conmids ii show that on page 
80 of Vol. 1, Chootaw mmtion.ve. The United States, in the régieter 
made >y Col, George W, Martin of claimants under article 4. of 
the treaty of Dancing pebbit Creék, September 27, 1650, there ap- 
ypeare the name of an Indian, Che-kach~you, and set opposite his 
mam is, "Section 26, township 26 6°West; and further on 
the statement of the hasighot ia Sno. « Davis, 


Qe Do you know, or have you hdurd as a matter of family history, 
whether this Che-kagh-you was your great. grandfather? A. 
Yes, sir, I have always heard so, 
Q. A little while ago you said yon had not heard thet his name 
: Was upom any sudi List, Do. you mean that, or did you quite 
understand that question; er do you understand that thead 
arethe nanes-of thesame person? A, I have always ward it 
said ‘they mre theweie persdh, 
Q. Describe thé Jand to me, if-you can, that you have your great- 
grandfather; Che-ka-chyo owned in Miquseesers? A, It. was reat 
tion 16, township 26, and renge 5. I have heard that’ in 
,Pamilyas being the laid‘ke owned, e 
Q, You think thet your greategrandfather did have sich lems as 
,, that? Ay Yes, wiry ; Mee AK te UN 
Q@+ Do you think it wea taken) from him? A, 1 have Heard eo,” 
Q. By whom was it takes. iin oA, I Mots tokmow, 7 Yew, 
Q. In what manner ais. ot 7 Wen? Al. T aon, t know, 


Q. ‘In ‘this volume aie Bhar 80, of the Choctaw Nation ve. ni tea 
, Ae woul 


States Governmer dappear that this land was Aeeigned 

ay bim-to Jnov 5, Davie. That would’rather app ar. that he 
had assigned it himself, A. I have always heard that it was 
taken from him, 





Can you explain the matter of the assignment which thit book 
ehiws? A, No, sit. oo 


After the treaty of 1650 was ratified, between 1833 and 
21638 & great many Choctaw Indians wont under it to Choct aw yjatdion 
dan gutat » anda great\many stayed back, refusing to go te 

tadian erritery,. It wa 8 one of the? equiremnts of articls 14 
ofthe ‘treaty ef 1€30 that ‘those wie. rem Pos mek gat 
- ihe ery Ward, the United States Indian Agent, and t 
him they wanted te remain, take lands and begdne: ight or 





ongr : 
“me jth a es: a hes ¢ 
iarease ‘ae ae treaty Pe ” “Tiss 

® appe ope Sie, pcr me te 
Chadian Me tender = Pth @a0 of, the wea’ 
pana Peel tea ‘made iiats of such phim as 5 a i thom. 


Q. Didany ef y oir Choctaw accentors ie hefore @lther of ‘thes . 
+ Goi se tos: aid olaih any, benefits under article 14°90? ¢ he” 
treaty of 1850°°.A,: Mot + I know of ob tg 
pore any of your relatives been, hatere® the Coumiesion to iden 
infty themaelyes a 6 Mies sisdippl Chest weey “Ay ee sir, Not: 
Lorie this time; ~ 
Did any of yout Cticootew ancestora recéive sorip from the 
Gov ernment which entitied them to Béelect me in BaD iy 5 ispippd, 
Alabama, Lopisiana or. Arkenehs in the Hace of taken from © 
mands ola? Ay No, eit. 
Do Hou spaek the thootaw language? A. Wo, sar,: 
Do you wint any further time in whidi to int troduce other texti- 


mony in suppe rt of this applicetieh? A. Yee,-air? 
Thirty days time willbe a lliow:d fort het. pur poms; 


Examination by W. he Harrison, Attorney. 


When jou gay that ie bor your: aucestors ever received any 
eorip @ream the Go lent entitling them to take Vande in the 
ies thoes taken from thém.-and #014, when you answered ne 
tO'that question, you meant te ariswer to) the best of your 
knowledge and belief? A, Yes, sir, 

And y eu :did not man to answer positively that they had not? 
Ave T yey know if they ever received any or not. 


Are you a-full sister of Cassie Rates, yerinie I, Miller, and 
Alice Gardner? “A, Yes, sir. 


Qs You oltin you. have ctayw bloal and white blood A, Yes, air Ke 
Q. You do not claim my wanish or othér blood? A, No, sir, ate 


This a ppAicant has pes. appear ance and phystead ‘charac- 





SCrnae G 7 MLASE ] S Oi 
white ond: Indian! Dibed, She shows more, than any . of let sinters, 
‘Jennie. Tt. Milker; Cassie Bates or Aligs.pardner, the Indian blood, 
These re os. are personally desoribed in the applications of 
Aliec. wy of, (as having yerious degre# of color, aid none of 
@ppear +t ma. great quant aty of caakned bieod, but this app 
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Mirmie smithy 
Gook,  Oxiahowe Territory, sales 
You are norevy eaiiged that on the Stn dey of Summarys 
200s, the, Comtonton to the rive OLViaieed Trines rendered 8 de 
An the consolidated iad oF Alice Oardner, ot Gly» onbrad-~ 


he Syplications Tar idéntitiontion as uledieeiyn’ 
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These applications ware made under the provision of the 
aot of Ootigress of June 28, 1698 (38 State., 896) whieh ia as 
folilowst 


"Sald Conmission emmil have ret ge spn 4 toe determine the 
identity of Ohostaw Indians elaiming Fights in the 
Diaheg. sn the ohagter tation, ‘oort: wal bept ties toon 
tan x aw ON, cong eribenr y- 
| bondred and thirty, and t¢ thet end may 
SS tee Witnesses, and perform 411 other 
aotes ned t and make report to the Searetary of 
the Interior, ; 


Said deqiiidn eonoludes as follomes 


ra! the of thin Comission that the 
‘ wg p Dutusrsal ont to det ormine thie dent sty of 
7 inne Bemel 1, 2 pend 





: t beasd wie ¥ 
Bugens Bates, winnie saith, Jonn Me Brith, fen ¢ 
: am, Mini oOum,. Clinton ¥ Clifton: x 
Katie 


Pearlde Yotum, ola ¥ Prtip Py Katie Jumper, 
Jumper, Marvin dumper, Willian ba raradone Clare , 





Seilie Purtiok, Pet Purtiok, Ruth Purtick,fandy 1, Gayer, 
Thdmas 8. SUbth, Charlotte Smith, Nona smith, John By. 
Byerett, Sharman b, Everett, Frank 6, Everett, Elie bowie, 
Orra lewis, Bawin ¢C, Lewis, Altie P, Lewis, Irvin &,. BS, 
’ ies J, Smith, Mary Jonesy Ouseis: 9 
Yooum, dghn Yooom, William Wy Purtiok, 
Pur Franke Purt i e, phenmit Bg ais 
: * c . , , 
wena hetiek, Sallie Dearing, Maty Dearing, Jim 
Alexander B, Dearing, Elisa Mionael, Andrew car 
om, Ollie Carpenter, Delile heé cam 
» Wiliiam A, Jumper, George A, Jumery— 
em, Minnie Jumpar, Arthur Jumper, sam 
@B, Lonnie Yates, Hattie Frances Yates, 


Jumper, 
Bill E, Witoe, Frank Samper, George Jumper, Nod Jumper, Ben 
Jumper, Dan Jumper, Harvey Jumper, Moses Jumper; Rettie 
Cheves, Mary Hamiiton cheves, Lewis Cheves, Freddie 
Cheves, J et who and George A, Everett as Choctaw 

o Pi, 


Indians enbitied hts in the Ghootaw lande water the 

provisions of gaid article fourteen of the treaty ef ciznt cen 

hundred and pont: Sa and that the @ plications for their iden- 

tification as should be refused, and it iw a6 opdered.* 

You are further advised that you will be Rllowed fifteen 
days from the date hereot within which to file arcumente in this 
office, and that at the expiration of aaiA time the papers in the 
ease, together with cush arguments will be forwarded to the Seare- 
tery of the Interior through the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 
Respectfully, 
tf Peay FDS a. ym a 


Registered 
. 7 Acting Chairman, 








You''ave hereby notified ‘that the Secretary of the 
Tnterigr, on Februnyy Sy 190%, affirmed the decision of the 
Comission to the ‘Pive Giviiisea Tribes of January 5, 1903, 


refusing te identity, as wi sbisdippa Chootaws, the severa) ape 
‘pliaiatw da’ the cotiwod uated ‘ease’ Of Alice Gardner et ai, 


Respestfully, 


?@omumiasionet . 








RY, " 
For Identification as a Mississipp¥ Choctaw; 


Date MAY 16 1902 


Age ar Blood down Cree 
| Father: Wes ¢. tet - A 
sen Peeples ‘ = 4 


Claims through eS all 























wh At eben genni 
‘ te the mintter of tie ideation. of) Tole M, Bind the for 
Adenbitiontion ae & Mission pri | sas his ooh 


WM, Harrieen appearsd'a-s Attotiay fer Applicat: 


Toth M, Smith, after being quivgworn, testiriedas 


follow: 


& 


Pisin son by the omnis ion, 


peered oe Foon Qutth. 
ne tas ls: i am ah wares youre old, 


you Lived there? Vs “Won years we went theres’ iF 

j Fou ora? Ai Emad born’ in Kisoewrs BAI 
from to oklahom? © A« Cheetaw: wation. We went 
reset ot bis? 6h then * Th ASAE and 


oat me en) eins: 








i Sate a s ae : : ra . + bite aie 
> wv Bs ; > 
< Rare: a Sea proof of the + aeerinae ce fone jeatnpr’? 


c ‘souk 1 aiy 
+ piece ee eek tha m~ cab er the 


ied Stat Ad Not 





Qs You elate for mar. A, 
Ie yout néme’ om any of the tribal r 
it Pap gaohahie g B A» Not that I iow of, 
Q. Dad you ever make application for cit Pp 
Nation to tte. Choctaw authorities or te, the United. SF 
gubhor itte® in Indian Territory? A. Not before this Time 
Q. Rid ‘vou make a prtioation for. cftigenship in the Choctaw tm. 
25) ek thee Commtwaton to the Five Ciyiliaed Tribes under tie 
> et Gongress of tune.10, 18967 Ay No, sir,» 3) aaileenat i 
Qe Have yea ever. b ore this time mado application to be ot olles 
an ootaw citisen to the Choctaw tribal authorities or te 
|<: @fty: amthority whatever in the Indian Territory? A. No, eir. 
@, You have never been enrolled as a eitizen of the Cheotaw. va~ 
tion by. aay authority whatever? Ay No, sit, Ds titer 
Q, Do you now,eem @ before. the Commics# on: to identify yourselZ.a s *. 
a meta y ( Cheectaw clatwing rights under the fourteenth 
article of the treaty of 1650?.. A. Xeb, oir. 
Qane you understand that article of that treaty? A. I don't under- 
stand just what you mean by .that? : 


> 


/ A “4 4 As *\ 
Soe eta hi aah” adda gia oe Gite tay 
Rs) A ie “ 
oe . ‘ 
+ 7, As 
: j * _ Ny 
, 
ny tw > s* 
MA 


' The treaty of 1830. wam maide.at-a place..dn’Wided seipps 
called Dancing Rabbit Creek, onthe 27th day of September of that 
yar, endywas made for i th oa wot removing as Ter ag possible 
@ll theiGhoct aw Indians t o nie Chostaw wation in Indian Tare. 
ritory fim the Choctaw nation in. Wissiasippi.. Before the treaty 
waa signed it: tecame known that « great many Choctaw Indians would 
refuse te go from the 014 Chectaw wation to the Indian yerritory, 
and jn order ¢ pretect the interests of those whe remained in 
ail yt apes mie fourteen was: drawn and put into the treaty. 
ee ig then signedand was ratified on the 24th day of yebruary, 

BS, ae , ee . : 


Article f ourtem readsas follows; ? 
“Rach Ghoctaw head’o6f a family being desirous to remain 

and become'a citizen of the States sia be permittod todo so by 
pignifying hit intention to Agent within-six months fron the | 
ratification of this treaty; and he or she shall ‘thereupon be entd 
tied a reservation of one seetion of six hunmdred.and forty acres 
mndto he begs im aged seetional lines of survey; 4m like muuicr 
hall beentitied to one half that quantity for /eagh wamarried 
echildwiich is living with him over ten yéars..of age.ap a quarter 
section to sich ahiia as my be under tm years of Age, to adjoin 
bev Recation of ‘the parent, If they reside upon said lands ges. 

ut te besome citizens of the States for five ag after , 
the he ioation of this treaty, in that epee & gr in fee aimple 
shail vt why beet reservation shall inelude the present improve 
meat \of the head” 


the family or @ portion of it. Persons te 
+S : x : <3 ry ate t. 4 5 * “ * ‘ Oc ta 
eitiazen but if they ever remove are not te be entit 
tion of the Choctaw annuity. * 


ea t any pore 


@ Deo you understend t hat artiole? Aé No, sin, 
Q. To.you think be raed nation will give you any assiat- 
anoe?. Ay response, 





ry bit ait es : nf ’ " 7 
ae ti 1 ite 
4 he We ged pg RES 
() , 4 4 5 4 a . “re . }+ 


diay 4 
YR AS. 


at ‘werd. enoudd.$0 @lain under, donit you? “A 


‘ ic: awh: st ny iP aty better if it were ex~ 

NN ated: ang GAME A, Sten h daow eben 

‘Shy You ainow hat. mt between two people is; well, .- treaty’ 

oe Le oh Ber men’ Koen two nations, in. witing apd: signed ah 

Beth nations, ‘Just. « eh mtract between ewe qacene Shower it 

Assigned by $5 partied.’ The United States is a) mation ang 
it made a contract with the Choctaw Nation, and-that contract 
was signed, and they called it the Treaty of Danging-Ratbit 
Creek, beeause it’ q@ag mads‘at a'place.in Migeisstppi by: that 
name, That contract’ or treaty gave to the ‘Choctaw. Indians 
would” come tg Indian Territory certain lands and money, as set 
forth in the treaty, But alk.the Choetaw Indians.wiukd not. 
Some, so that they had to draw gp art soa7 Tad age which is 
just andther partvof the treaty,.iike a ‘yers@ “is part ofa’ 
chapter in the Pihle, and. put a inte the treaty vor tHe 
tection of those who: remained in isctaanos + & have read 
article 14 to you, and it‘ agreed; if those who pres Pe stay, 
would-go to the United States Agent and tell ‘him thay wanted 
to Temain and become citizens of the states, that they should 
reéiv@ a section Of land, ‘and every child over ten years 614 
should receive a half section and every child under ten years 
ot @ee should’reseivg a quarter #ection, : 


Q- Do you.understand-that article now? A, Yes, I think I do. 

‘Qs Nowp@olerel William Ward, the United States Indian Agent, neg- 
Aected. te ‘put the names of all who game before him on his 
disty. and, nis neglect to do 50 causeda good many of them to 
i6s@:Yoth their lend and improvements, for both were taken 
Trem them and sold by the Government, This caused so many .com- 
pantry among the Ind‘ans: that congress appointed a committee 
“ini 3837; ky an act of March 3. of that year, whichw ent to 
Mississip.1 and heard claimants under’article f ow'tem of the 
treaty of 1850. In 1842:.c6ngress appointed amother commission 
which’ went to Missiesippi and. heardclainants, under article 14 
ofvthe treaty of 1830. Both committeer nade lists of those 
who.came before them, 


. Do you know whether any: of yourancestors complied’ or attempt- 
ed to comply with thé provisions of article fourteen of the 
treaty of 1830? A.» T. don't know. 

- What is théevmame of your ancestor through whom you claim the 
right ‘to identifiedas a Vissisd ppi Chodteaw? A, My father, 
and.my,dather's mother. 

Go. way: bak, and give me the neme of your ancestor who lived 
in Mississippi in 1830°'in the old Choctaw Nation? A, I oan't 
speak, the name, I have heard it spoken but I can't ‘speak it. 
T haye heard if called’a. mamber wf times here to-day. 

. What rélation was he to you? A. ‘My great-grandfather. 

Can't, you give the name of your great~grandfather? A, It is not 
Yelikel, byt it is pretty near the same gound, I can't pronounces 
the word, ; av 

Now, tell me which one of, these four memep is the name of your 
great+grandfather: Mugh-a-la-~tubbi, Che~ka-chyo, Wash-ma-tubbe, 
ané Ne-carghi-o? Aa Tt ie the segond meme you called, I 








ate Er) 


Shee ie Wiged @id’he have? A. He was ru t 

live;it Mingiesippi 41h/. the @l¢ Choctaw Nation in’ 1930 

vee Mamity there then? (hcl dont Bnow ye gh 

MPR BO eit Living wow? A, 1 .dam't: dow, 6 
ve me'the patie of any at Your. “andéstorawnd: Gta? LEwer.-. 

in ‘Misst@ dppi in 1830 in, the’ old Choe aw nat 

know..ag.t gould. cS ie i OME 

Did’ apy. of your ancestors own r #igb any. lands in Wissipipps: 
or Alabama. as Choctaw Indi aie under article fourteen of: the 
treaty of 18307 A. I think er ereat~grandfathtr ‘had: sone 
tand "long ahout that time. i 

Can you degeribe the land Which he owned? “A. It. was section... 
16, and 26 township, range 5, tis fa har 

You have hedrd that an ancestor of youre ‘Had land hack there in 
“Nississ ppi, and:youhave described if. now’ Just’ as you have’ 
heard it? A. Yes; sir, Oa thee oi : 

Is that Choctaw ancestor one of the four ees: you ‘have just 
Picket out of those I wead to you? A. Y¥ea,,..eir. 

The. on@ you selected is Che-ka-chyo A, Yosy pir. 

Did. you ever ‘hear that his name was upon @ny fegister or upon 
any roll made by Col; William Ward<or Col, Gear W>, Martin? 
A. T.have heard my mother say that his*neme was on.the rolls, 


Hote.---On page 80, vol. 1, Choctaw yation va, United 
States, in a register made by. Col. .George W, Martin of lajiamante 
under article. fourtem of the treaty of Dancing Rabbit ee ex made 
September 27, 1830, the said George W. Martin being the locating 
My in Nissig@ ppi, appears thse Mame of CRie-kach-you; and oppe- 
Bite his name is “One section & 16--Township' 26, Range & Wout; and 
further out under "Agsignee", is the name of Jno. B, Davia, 


Q. Do you know Whether or not you have heard from any member of 
your. family that your ereat-grandfather received that land ag 
desoribed, section 16, township: 26, range 5 west, from the 
government? A, No; sir. 

Q+ Do you know what became of that land? A> T think they get. him 
off of it wome way; a 

Q. The record’ seeme to show that he aasigned it to Bomeboay, do you 
know anything about that? A. t don't know. 

Qe Did any of your Gide taw ancestore recedy@ any scrip. from the 


oa? A. T donee 7 


United States eeverhment, issued under -the act of Congress of © 


August. 23, 1842, and which entitled the holders to select 
lamie in Missisa ppi, Alabama, Touisfana , : or Arkansas," to 
take the ace of lands whieh ‘were’ taken from hy the géverne 
mnt -and lay A, I-don't know, aay 

Q. Have youany relatives who have appearedWefore the Commins on 
before to-day to be tdentifiedas Mies isa! ppi.Choctaw#? A, 
None only what have een here to-day, gu 





“aden A wot, CaNGE BIL considered together hy .fhe Commis- 
Bion? A, Yes, sir. }. , 
The application of Alice foeaen No, S574, is here re-. 
ferred to for the purpose of consol dation, 


Q, Do you speak’ of tnderstand the Choctaw language, 
A. No, sir, j 





ig 


Qé, Whoa you poker or oir iaicestoe ie 
‘Ge MTT STOR POU to May your grimirat ier, ° 

3 all, siete eth ry on ingarit “your: graet= or. mined 
le AS Yes, sir, dt vate rer edt ~ gitar at at Weg 

ai ig it whenyou’ said ere Gh er yeu wer at 
a oe seers Marr ect, SE? Ay msant to any. my eres 


a: 


“hh Shade oe ppl tent ies the appearatide and phy sieal ohalar~ 
» teristics of hettg descended from white parents; E Kas. blueteves,.” 
fark brown, hair)-end his: complexton-is reddish, being meh suns 
berets: Heim a hearda @.a matter of family: hiefory and tradition. 
that.en Indian Wioke mme"hs giver as Che-ka-chye, wa his great 
gran father,.and lived dn Mises dypi and owned a seebion of “a 


i 4 an has hearddessribad as section 16, townsh1 p26: .ran, 


OP ieee 


bloat -do@m not, speak Or understand the Cheot&w: 2 


\ 


Kasebiags Sy Ay Apple, betag duly sworn, statesion his oaththat. ~ 
We etéenographér to. tha.Coumission to the Five Ctviléged tribes ne. 
ented the above proceedings on May 26,1902; and thet the xhove 

foregoing ‘isa true and correct 'transeript df hits steringrapnis 


inepes in sane to the best, of his Khqwledgé and ability. © ; 


% 


ee 


nd . 
r 
rte xks 


Subseribed@ and swornta’-hefore’ me thia. 23rd. day of way, 290202. ie 
i ae +s Braipewe ye 


Notary Public, 


4 





; 
ye 
ae 

a 


7 
v 





ye 
2% 


1 Sai Mae sithy - 
COOK, OikLathore wine ttaeei’, 


Dent a sity 


Yon are asi advined thot on the btn aay ie’ Site 
Ago: oe Comet aston 40 the Rive civilised tribes rantigred | a dem 
siehen. 2 PA the: Sonsorsdated Gase of Aliog Omrdnor,: 6F Bliy exbracm- 
ing’ ¢he: following. Sansthes.one for Adentifiostion’as Wineisel pps.’ 
Choe ara: 


MeCaRe 5ET4 
MiOpRy 4702 
NyWeRe 4825 
Me Goh, 4816 














6071 
6072 
6078 
6076 
8077 
S858Y 
6236 
6237 


6320 
6322 


act of Congress of TUNe 2B, legs (59 States, 495), which is as 
follows: 


"Said Gorudeston shail have authority to determine the 
identity of Choetiw Indians Claiming righta in the Chootmr 
lands under artioile fourteen of the treaty between the Unit od 
States and the Choot aw Nation, sonoinded Sapt amber twertty- 
Seventh, eighteen mundred Ald thirty, and to that ona 
admit athe, examine witneenes, and perform all other 
acts neaesrary thereto and naka repnrt to. tho Racretary of 
the Interior, * 


Rald desidion conc hides as follows) 


‘S640 thererore the spinion Of thin Courdsston that the 
ovidense herein is insufficient ts aeteimine the identity of 
Aliee Geoinar, Be. } Saxminer, Alpert Gardiner, 
Charles PF Vor Re Hunt, Hermy D, 

Mant ¢ Bei + Hunt, Supan PF, 

tunt, Jassie Hunt, Wi PF. Runt Ly lant, liesekiah B, 
Hunt, Josephine Hunt by 


Hunt, Viteginia Juleper, San Sy om ' 
sanpons ‘a Jennie hatte b. Gneeis 

ete ; 
Heagtey 8 Roaeie Baton, Aline 
385 ; Smit dance G, 








Mg 
Slinten Yooun, Clsfton Yoruwn 
. Jumper, Katie Aaper, Mark 
Jiiam 6, Yurtiok, Clara Furtiok, 





John My Smith, aon 


Sallis Piytiok, Pet PurtidR, Ruth Purtisk, Tandy . caver, 
Thomas Sy Smithy Charlotte mith, Mona th, Form #, 
Everett, chery h, Brovett, Frank ov Everott, Filla Lewis, 
OrPa Léwiey Sawin 0. hewie, Altie Py Jewin, Irvin A, Lewin, 
Willie: Drowry, Gharles: J, finttn, Mary Jones, Gussie Jones, 
Gracie Jones, Will Yoaan, : Joh ¥ooum Willian ¥, Purtiok, 
FOPTEPGOM Dy Furtioky Jortie Fumtiok, Bonn I, Purt tok, 
Luggtia Purtiok, Prenk My Furt Ky Frénkie Yurtiok, Alice 
Partick, Louis Pit iok, Salida Ney ro | Dearing, Jim 
Deayving, Alexander’ 8. Deari é(Eilzea Wlohsel, Andrew. car- 
penter, Janes Carpenter, Ol1ie Jarpentex, tie Lee Carn 
ponter, Wile Mighael, William A, Jumper, George A, Jumipsr, 
Pink Jumper, Ed Jumper, Winnie Jumper, Art Jumper, Bam 
Jumper, James A Yates, Lonnie Yatos, Hattie Prances Yates, 
Bill By Yateo,y. Prank Jumper, George Jumper, Bed dumper, Ren 
dumper, Dan Juiupber, Harvey dumper, Mopég Jumper, hettie 
Oheves, Mary Cheves, Hantiton Cheves, Lewis Gheves, Freddie 
Cheves, Johnnie Cheves and George A, Everett es Chootar 
Indians ertitied to rights in the Chootaw lands under the 
provisions of eaid article fourteen of the treaty of eightesn 
hundved. and thirty, and that the applications for theiy 
identification: as such should be refused, and it is so ordered,* 


YR ere further advieed that you will be allowed fifteen 
days from the date hereof within whioli to file argments in this 
Offices and that at the expiration of said time the papers in the 
case, togetiiar with such arguments will be forwarded to the secre 
tary of the Interior through the Comtesioner of Indian Affairs, 

Respectfully, 


a ams Aas 
| mammm (Lid, 
ab wr ke alee 1XOY, 





Aeting Chaimnan. 
Registered, 





Muskogee, Indian Territory, September 26, 1906, 


«foe M, smith, 
S01 o  Matid, OX. ahoma , 
4h ee ae 


= Replying” ta: ‘your letter! vor this edat Aneta yo are ade 
vised that the Chdet Glerx of the Chickasaw Land. Offiog ed Ardmore, 
Indian Territory, has this day’ been instrugted to permit you to 
designate, in person or by petition, the Lands foo which you: are 
the aitual owner of improvement 8, end which you anticipate selecting 
as your allotment in the event: you are finally identified as a Misse 
iseippi Choctaw. 

Respeotfully, 


Commissioner. 








Jolin Wy tmitn, 7 
“Mead, oclsnome,' 


Dear Sirie 


You are hereby notified that the Secretary of the 
Interior, on February 15, 1907, affirmed the decision of. the 
Commission to the Five Civilised Tribes of January 5, 1905 , 
refusing to identify, af Mississippi Ohoctaws, the several aps 
pldéatits in the consolidated: case of Alice Gardner et al, 


Respectfully, 


Commissioner, 








v.55 
il Wentification as a Mississippi Choctaw. 
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Be aia 


2 eres ” 
Poa eee ae 
Bnet Sate 


“> an Ms 
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“ is _ 
hens ha Se a 


~ 


ee 


Te the mat sai or ? @, adit ter 
faentteieetien as 8 praca ee 


“ies 


¥. M, Harrtgon aupaayod de Atterney Rie Wat: : 


ne ee 


3 G,.tadin, etter’ ve sworn, terse in cree 
niieait aes ‘eine ty ‘ 25 ae 


a ee 


* 


Examine. iien by the Cetus mised ost, 








@. nase YOR proof of the marriage of your father and mother? A; 
eo, * 


(Mr, Harrisen.))Thdis evidenees will be intreduced 4 some 
one of these Meants in this case, te be used in all when 
they are consolidated, 


Arey ou married? A, Me, sir, 

Do you elaim fer yourself ale A. Yes, sir. 

Is. your mme en any of the tri al rolls of the Choc aw Nation 
in Indian Territory? A, Ne, sir. 

. Have you ever made Ayes tention in Indian Territory for enrdil- 
ment as a Choctaw citizen either te the Choctaw tribal auther- 
ities or te the United States authorities? A. No, sir. 

Have: you ever mdea ideation for enrollment as a Citizen of 
the Choctaw watien the pawes Commission under the act of 
Congress of Jume 10, 18967.A. No , wir. 

Ist the fir st application yeu Amye ever mde for citizen- 
ship in the Choctaw wation to any authority whatever in the 
Ind Territory? A, Yes; sir, 

Q- You have never beenadmitted asa citizen of the Chectaw yation 
by any authority whatever, have yeu? A. No, sir. 

Q, Do you mow some before. the Comission to be identified as a 
Mississippi Chectaw? A, Yes, sir. ! 

Q. Do you ol under article fourtem of the treaty of 18350? A. I 
don't iniow about that, 

Q. Do you understand the yrevess sen of that article 14 of the 
treaty of 1830? A, think I do after I have heard it ex- 
Plained by my attorney, and having heard it read and axplained 
@ number of t imes wre by the Comignt en, 


Article fourtee: reads as foll ews: 


"Nach Choctaw head of « rigs nf being desirous te remain 
and tecome @ gitizen ocf the States small be permitted to deo so by 
oheetiyis his intention te the Agent within six months frem the 
ratification of this treaty, and or she shall thereupon be en- 
titled toa resdrvation of one sec ion of six hundred and forty 
acres of land te be bounded by sectional lines ef survey; in like 
mamer shall be entitled te one half that quantity for each uamar- 
ried child which is living with him over ten years of age anda 
quarter seetien te such child as may be under ten years of age, 
toa djeim the location ef the parent. If they reside upon said 
lands intending to become citisens of the States fer five years 
after the ratification of this treat in that case @ grant in - 
foe simple whall issue, Said reserva: on shall inelude the present 
imprevement ef the head of the family or a portion of it. Persons 
ee gee eal this article shall not lese the privilege of a 
Chectaw citizen, bu was Se—a: nC be on re 





any portion of the Choctaw anntity," 


Q. Give ma the name of yeur ancestor threugh whom you claim the 
right to be identified asa Missi ssippi Chectaw? A. Ches-kach- 
I cannet spell the last cylilable. 

Q. Cany ou piek the mums out of f our names I shall call to you? 
One eof these feur: Mush-a-la-tubbi; Che~ka-shye; Wash-ma- 
tubbe, and Ne-ca-chie. Which is it? A, Ghe 





«* -¢ 


PLLCLL 
. . 


Bo 
. 


ee 


. 


2LLLD 


What relation was ha te you? Beal wate erandtetner. 
Did he live in Missisg! pi. if 1830? A. Yes) I suppose he.4id. 
t makes you gs $094 so? Ag’ Be @ t Inve S heard so. 
You have heard that in the family? A, Yeu, si’... 
You claim through whom) wah dees heme of the son ef daughter 
She mrried. what man? A.Jagk ; 
nl ae & gon, do you know wh tifme- was? A, Charles C, 
Wie that your father? A. Yes, gir, - 
Hew old weuld he. te living new? About 67 or 68 pa ola. 
De you know whether it L your: Sat-grandtather whe lived in 
Mississippi and 4 « pong ere? You, sir, 
her father or mother who lived in Missied ppi in 1830 and had 
® femily there? I. hf tae it was her father. 
1830 andwas at the h ofa family there then? A, Ho, sir, 
You heve Giways heard that her father dia? A. Yes, sir, 
Miesioagt or Alaiigma in 18307 A, My great~-grandfather had 
lend there and it was taken from hin. 
A. Not that I know of. : 
any of your Chectaw ancesters and pertieularly Che-ka-é¢hyo 
the ratifdcation of the treaty o 1830, and tell him they 
wanted te stay in Mississippi and take lands there and become 
Did any of y our Choctaw ancestors @0. from that old Choctaw. Na- 
tion east of the Mississippi River to the Choctaw tion, 
1838 and 18407 I don't know. 
Do you know whether any of your Choctaw ancestors had their 
register made Gel. rt n, the locating agent, 
in Mind sappi? A. I don't Jmow. I mever heard ‘about that, 


- You don't knew of any. name ‘dh Martin's Register that sounds like 
the one you hayé given as your ereat-grandfat er? A. No, sir 

Q. Well, have you gr Poy dg about since you came here? A, I 
have heard it t 9- mever paid any e ttention. to it. 

Do you think the mame Cherkath-yeu is the same as the* of your 
exeat-grandfather, or that it sounds like the same name as 
your’ great-grandfather's? A, I don't kntew. It sounds the 
same, : 

Do you know how muéh land and the seogt ian ef the land that your 
yest r ater had in Missisdppi? A, Yeu, section 16, 

ownahip 26, range 5. ‘ 

In goat waht part of Missiedppi waz that land located? A. In 
the western part, I suppose. 

What became oft hat A. I cannot te12. 

You have net paid any attention te-day to the examinations? 


How de know he was? A,‘ heard that, 
How mugh Chootaw blood dié he } A, He was supposed te be oa 
fell pieed. ai . Ye re ee 
of Che-kaohys ¢ m whom you @lnim? A Sallie Ghe-ka-ahyo. 
Did he ever live im Missiewi ppi? -A. ie Was born there. 
Mis daughter whe seek. Suith--now was it .allie Smith or 
Did you ever hear that Smith lived in Missisel ppi in ~ 
Did your anasstors er any of them own oF claim any lands in 
Did he have revements on land there in Mississi ppi in 1630? 
ge to the United States Indian mt within six months after 
citizens of the States? A, I don,t Imeow, 
Indian rg tg with the other Indians between 1833 and 
names placed on the thy imho ys es Col, William Ward or the 
erge W. 








Che+kach-youw | ry om given as the Ifidian whose name is upon 
the reserd in the 2 made by Col. Geo. W. Martin, page ‘ 
vol, 1 of the Ghectew Nation ys. The United States, as the 
_ whe received Apiece of land des@rihed as section 26, town- 
: _ ot Malye s 5 vest and you have i¢ver heard of that be- 
“Ae LOB, Git. F ’ 

+ A WBAhe a gO Fou said you had not. A. I-have heard it Me 

q° How om know, if you claim at 411, that your ade Fy 
ther is the same identical person as this Che-kach-you whose 
name is on page 80 of vol, 3 ef the Choctaw Nation ve, United 

States, in Ool, Martin,s Register? A. I have always heard it, 

were age you said you kiew nothing about it? A. I now recolles 


De You regolleet having heard this matter read over, and having 
heard your relatives teatifyas to the matter of your gveat~- 
grendfather? Do you new revoliect that you heard it stated 
in your pregence that these are thewame persons, that your 
grent+grandfather Che-Ka-chyo is the same persons whose. name 
ape ) Hage wartints Register ag Ghe-kach-you? A, ..e8, I have 


Q. Did you ever beferg teday hear that the name ofy our great- 
grandfather, theftanetye, was mpon tin's Register, or upon 
the register of Anybody else? ° wt @v er heard at I don,t 
remember. I don't recollect, 

The Chectaw Indians who stayed back there in the old 

Chectaw wation after the treaty ¢ 1850 was ratified were required, 

if they wanted to teke advantage of article fourteem of the 

treaty, te go te Col, Willdam Ward, the United States Indian 

Agent in Migsis@ppi, and tel] him that they wanted to stay, take 

lands nand become citi sens of the States. A good dans 

did this whose mes Col. Ward failed *? put upon his list Anew: 

“Ward's hd psa His meglect te do this caused a great 

Choetaw Indians in Missisa ppi to lose beth their land and their 

rt hha ota for beth were taken from then by the gov ernment and 

sold, This caused so many complaints that congress appeinted a 

commission, by an act of wareh 3 of that year, whieh went t « 

eae ae and teard claiamants under article 14 of t he treaty of 

1830, m 1842 another conmizsionwas appeinted by congress by m 

act 6f August 23 of that year, which also went te Missis and 

heard 0 iaimants under article fourteen of the treaty of e 

These commissions both made a list of thenanes of those whe came 

before them, 


Q. Didany of your Choctaw ancestors go before ceither of these 
commissions andclaim any benefits writer article 14 of the 
treaty of 18307? A. Not that I knew ef, 

Q Didany of your Choctaw ancestors reveeive miy gorip from the 








“United States government which entitled them to seleet laws 
from the vacant lanis in Mississippi, Alabama, Louisiana, and 
Arkan as te take the place of lands taken from thea by the 
government andwold? A, I don't: kmow. 


Q . Ts Alice Gardner your sister? A, Yes, sir. 

Q. And yonnie I, Miller also? A, Yeu) sir, 

Q.Weuld you like case and your sisters' consolidated into 
one case, mé censidered tog ether? A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Is there any other evidence you want to introduee now? A, Ko, 
air. f 





Q., De you Speak er understand the Chootaw language? A, No, sir. 

Qs Rave you any other evidence, or have yeu somwitnesses here 
yee Wantto introduce in support of your re A, Yes, pir. 

Q. Would you like # little time allowed ‘in which te offer, other 
evidence in support of your claim? A. Yas, sir. 


thirty days wil be’ allowed, in which Xe! dntroauce other 
evidetege in this elaim,.if it is desired: ' 


‘Rxamination.by Mr, Harrison, 


Q. You do met state it aa @ fact, do you, that Sallie Che-kach-you 
or, Cheskea-ohye, €14 mot live in Mississippi in 1830 and have 
a “there? “. I don't knows 
Thee if you paid in your examination in chief that she did wet 
ive in Mississippi an 1636, you were mistaken in that etate- 
vat, eget om bile from the family ht 
yn m you have you received from the fami atory 
and. t he bradit iene of exe family, haven't} you? A. I have: 
> 


 eiwaye been told. 

Wee ae yee Seon wy that? I asked you if what you 
have testified toa és to the andestors of yours whe lived tn» 
Missis@-ppi in 1830, Sallie Che-ka-shyo, and others, that you 
‘just know that by hearing it im the family? A, I don't’ know. 

Where did you get your knowledge of the facts you have tes ify- 
ing to in this 6ase’ A, From my family. 

Now, from what you have heard from the members ef y our family, 
what is your opinien as to the similarity of ‘these twe names 
to whith your attention has just been oalleaé? A. I think they 
are both the same. i 

Q. You think ‘that Che-kaech-you and Che-ka-chyo are the same name 
but spe leda little differently? A. Yes, sir. 


—_— 


Thisa pplicant has the apps aranee of being deseended from 
white mrentage; dark brown syes, brown mir, dark complexion and 
dark skin. He claimm through the same ancestor. as hissiaters, 
Alice ,ardner, Jemie I. Miller and some others, who have made 
application, and whose oases have been referred te. They all oleim 
to be desoneded from Che-Ka-chye, and that he was their great-grand- 
father; that he owned section 16, township 26, range 5 west in 
Mississippi; this icant shows either a surprising erance er 
an ut@r indifference as to his claim as to the identity of these 
Choctaw Ranguage. 


8. A. Apple, being sworm, states that as stenographer to the 
Conmiasien te the Five Civilized Tribes he reported the above case 
on may 16, ig | and that the feregoing is a true and cerrect 
transeript ef his s tenographio notes in same, to 


the, best, eof his 
ability , oe Gf VL. vp 
Subseribed and sworn to befere me this 25rd tt Aa 1902. 


Chaite %, lavorze—  wedary Pant. 





Way » 
Be 
a 


Fe 
: BES 


PEP 














These applioations were made under the provision of the 
act of Congress of June 28, 1898 (50 States., 495), which is as 
followa: | 


"Said GCommigsion #hail have ree gers to determine the 
8 


identity of in the Choctaw 
lands 


mt Kip thiety, and may 

D8 nee examine witnesses, and perform all other 
adte rieoessary. and make. rerpert to the Searetary of 
the Interior.* 


; Mid decinion concludes as follows: 


ort is Sbaperore the 


> Sam Ju , Jol 
Hattie 5, Sauer Dixon ¥.. Jumper, Jamag 
I, Miller, Cassie Bates, Arotie Patton, 





68, Minnie Gnith, gohn M, Buith, James Go Beith, 
Ny, Minnie Yooum, Clinton Youum,. Clifton Youu, 


: Ola Yooum, Philip Jumper, Katie weak 
Jumper, Willian 3. Purtion, Clare Pertion, 


Qe 





James G, Smit h, —S 


Sallie Furtiok, Pet Furtiok, Ruth Furticks, Tandy Ly Caver, 
iomae §, Smith, Charlotte Smith, Wona smdth Jom 
Brerett, Sherman erett, Frank ¢, 
Orrg Lewis), Edawin:c, Lewim, Altie P, Lewis, Lrvin Ay, Lewin, 
Wilite Drewrys Ghdrlen J, Smith, Mary Jonesy Gueste Jones, 
Gracie Jonés, Will Yooom, John Yooom, William ¥, Furtiok, 
Jefferson Dy Furtick,’ Ji © Purtioks Erma he Purtick, 
Bugenia Purtiok, Prank MM, Partick, Frankie Purtick, Alice 
Purtick, Louis Purtick, Sallie Dearing Dearing, Jim 
Dearing, Alexander 8, Dé » Elisa uiehae e Andrew Cam 
penter, James Carpenter, Ollie Carpenter, Dollie Lee cam 
penter, Lula Michael, Willian A, Jumper, George A, dumper, 
Pink Jumper, Id » Minnie. Jumper, Artmo Jumper, Sam 
» Jamep A, Yates, Lonnie Yates, Hattie Francesa Yates, 

Yates, Frank Jumper, George Jumper, Ned Jumper, Ben 
Jumper, Den dumper, Harvey Jumper, Moses Jumpor, Bettie 

Mary cheves, Hamilton Cheves, Lewis Cheves, Freddie 

Johnnie Cheves and George Ay Everett ar Choctaw 


Tr entitled to rights in the choetaw landg under the 
provisions of said article fourteen of the treaty of 
eighteen mndred and thirty, and that the applications 
for their identification ag such should be redused, and it 
is so ordered,® 


You are further advined that you will be Allowed fifteen 
days fopm the date hereof within which to file arguments in this 
offies, and that at the expiration of said time the papers in the 
cane, together with suoh arguments will be forwarded to the seare 
tary of the Interior throuch the Commissioner of Indian Affaire, 

Respectfully, 


GT » rd 
we g Pe ane 6 


OF re be abe bw 





Acting Chairman, 





x © 


Jamas-G. Smith, 
Rowalus, Oklahoma. 
Dear Sir3- 

Reseipt is hereby acknowledged of your letter of the 
22nd instant in which you atate that you are one of the appli- 
oants in the Sonsolidated Missiasipps Choctaw case of Alice 
Gardner #3. al, and request that you be granted Be ou tay to 


designate your prefpestive allotment. 


In reply you are sdvised that you may in persen, or by psti- 


thon, designate the and upon which you are an actual emer of 

improvemeste and whieh you anticipate taking ae your allottanle 

interest in the lands of the Choctaws and Ghickasaws in the event 4 

you are finally Adentified aw & Missinsippi Ohoctaw. Such designe » ° 

tion nay pe made to either the Choctaw or Chickasaw Land Offices. 
Respectfully, 


Comaissioner. 








You are hereby. netiried that the Secretary of the 


°*taterter) en’ Yebraary 15, 1907, arrirmed the decision of the 
oy Commission to: the Pive 


Civilized Tribes of January 5, 1903, 
« Refusing to identify, 


as Mississippi Chectaws, the several ap~ 
idated case of Alice Gardner et al, 


Plicants in the consol 


Re spéetfully, 


Commies loner, 








FOr Identification as a Mississippi Choctaw, 


Date MAY 16 1902 


3 4 | 
See ae 

te 21 — tw Park eZ, 

& Post-Ofjice, Coord, OK. , 

p Bother Of a be, C Lrysk a, 
| am Slee SL 
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Stenographer Le Gpe- 




















¥, M, Harrisen appéared.ed Attomey for Applicant, 


‘ 


Nancy Yooup, after being first @uly’ sworn, testified os 
follows: a Sean? 


Examination by the Commie ton, 


oe 
e eit ar re yout Peg ae reek. 
Ow d . ° orty-sevan, ; 
» What; ie peaterencas cKameear, A Pimmerviaie, Arkanpaey..°: 
g How long oom you lived + Mabon Ay wa ta aime 
Q. Where 444 Aone live defere t es Ae. aS ae ee 
@. Did‘ you paleo? Lae? XK, en, air. Ah pees 
Were you ayes 41? Ad Yes) firs % 
At whet anne it Missiseippd were, rou born? A, TA. tiunomtind. 





How Laine Tyr aig A Live iu tee. A. Uaedd nine years age. 


pir. 
ie poe your mother livs sir. 


What was your Sd Brrr ae James A Bates. 

What w Pt Jumper. 

Dey Sree Ap hpotaw bleed PaRwuh Your. faAnér or 
ed de you slain? As ee done. mow how mui@h, 


> 


2B SPLLLSe2 (£0 





We 


sa oa : This evidenye, mn be furnished.) 


°F ‘sienisamin's Hime wil? be klewed. fn shah t s 
eviamess af AE. are. . iin Se 


gt 


rae you mécrieay hy toby. ott, 4 


done within thirty aays.. 


Q Ia. your hysband ify 


Q. 
Q. 
q. 
q. 


@. 


Yes a 

Want ts his full name? A. ¥oehe Poeun 3 
Ie hea white: mn or tan Inddan} A, i iehite man, , 
You do: ae ba Rim, ae you? A, Wo 

A and mune iy IT haye 


None of then marr fea? A. Three 6f.t bien are marr iad, a har ‘eix 
under, but one :of ‘then iv ‘Led, 

Bia ‘You-have five you want to makeepplication for? Ay Yes, 
sir, 

ies me the mame of the oldest one of that five? A, Minnie 
ooun, 

How:old is whe? A. She is ea] years old, 

Next? A Clinton Yeoum, a boy, 


+ How.gld? (, He 1a twelve years-old. 


‘Bext ene? A. Clifton Yooum, 


“wae + Ten years old. 


Q. ‘How 
a. Next? A, Pearlie Yooun, 


Haw ana? he Years: old, 
— a ri? As Yes, wis‘, 
? le Yooum, ‘ 


q: A gira? A, Yes, air, 


@ld is ake?’ A} Five years tt 
a" teh all? Ay a have a grandpen I wantto make application 
or, 


: A<@ Ste parents teat? A. His father is dead but his mother is 


12 
Ce tts mother your datghter? A. He is my son's chité. 
art se is a pia i - It ie living with, its mother, ’ 
roy make application for it, ‘That 4a the 
lay: aah we bem ‘of the Comeisa on, 
bis! Th gt for yo eit ani these Pive oMildren,; 46 your. xe Ae 
air, 


» Where aes he live? Pie! "7 muer- 13 , Arkansas, 


He is warfied you ren? A, Mo, wav, 
Havey other ; ™ ~one? A. I have tw, 


BiB rece ‘ ‘Bil pie Yaga Ssh AE tain, 


pda semen, 
ace ae mi Yes, air, < 





Is frenk Yooum the. father of these. niner ildren? A, Yes, mr, 

Af-¢'you and your huebami Airing tasthar and ‘these children with 
wou at your: home? “A, Yes ¢ ' : 

Were either you or. your hushand married before you matried te 


, Sach other? Ay Wo, sir: , an Mee iy 
is, your. mine ‘on .ohy of tthe ¢ribal rolls of the Choa aw Nation 
‘dn Indian Territory? A. No, sir. Y 

Is the names: of aky of your children on any of the tribal relis 
of the Choct aw Nation? A. Wo, sir, 

Have you ever mide applimation to be enroliedas @ citisen ef 
the Choetaw tation te the Choctaw tribal suthorities or te 
the United States euthorities in Indian Terra tery? “Ak-No, ‘sir. 

Have you ever gt goede for the enrollment: of y éurse 
andc hildsn te © Dawes Commission under the. actor Congress 
of June 10,°1896% A. No, sir, . 

Have you ever. made application to any authority whatever for 
the enrol ment: of yourselfand chil@en as citizens of the 
Choctaw Nation? A, No, sir. 

You have never: bem a’ hited to oitizenship in the Choctaw ; 
Nation with your ohg by the Chootew tribal authorities 
bythe Commigston to the Five Civyilined Tribes or the United 
States court in Indian Territory? A, No, sir. 

Do you now come before the Comission to be identified and te 
stentaey your five minor ohildren as Missisappi Choctaws? 

A. Yes, sir, 

Do you oladm under article fourtea of the treaty of 1830" A, 
Yesm sir, : 

Bo you understand that artiole of. timt treaty? A. Not very well, 


The treaty of 1850 was made between the United States 

vernment and the Choctaw Indians ata place in Mississippi called 

cing Rabbit Creek, and the main reason why the treaty was made, 
was to effect a removal ef the Chectew Indians from the o1@ Chée-. 
taw Nation east of the Missiesl ppi River te. the Choctaw yation ‘in 
IndiafnTerritory, Now, a good meny of these Chocta w Fb pe re- 
fused te go to the Chectaw wation in Indian. Territory under the 
$resty, so in order to protect th interests of those Indians whe 
remained in Missied ppi and Alabama article fourteen was dram up 
and ‘put into the treaty. . 


Article fourteen readsa ‘ Pollows: 


"Fach Choctaw head of a et being desirous to remain 
and becomes @ citizen of the States: be permitted to de so. by 
ssenitying his intention to the Agent within six months fron the 
ratifioation of, this treaty, and he or she shall themupon be ef- 
titled te » reservation of ches ection ef six hundred and for 
murer shall bee ntitied to one half that quantity foreach unmer- 
ried child which is Livtng-s 3th him oyer'ten years of age ands 
quarter seetion to euch 6hild as may | ete ten yours of age, te 
ein the location of the parent. If they reside upen said lands 
intending to become citizens: of the States for.f ive years after 
the ratification of this treaty, 4n that.once « grant in fee sinple 
shall iesve, Said Yenervat ated] dnelude the pr esent head 
the family or a portion of it,. Persons, who olaim under be ti~ 
ele shall not lose t he oo tege of a Choctaw citdgen, but if they 
ine are not to be entitled to any portion ef the Chectaw 
aunuity., Re re 





- 


hi PE. aah crea ht = 3 Rawaiey ne money yess et array 
year to: m purphase stock; implemnts. for farm 
get then started until they wenidenes their own living, : 


Q, De you think you understand artivle fourtem now? A. Yés, sir, 
Q. What, is the name of our ancestor through. whom you eleim the. 
Tight to be ote res eg Mississippi Choctaw? A. I can 
not: hardly call ity: Twill do the best) I'cam, Che-kach-ye 
i@ the way I pronounce it. dep. ‘ey 

+ Is it spelled (0-h-e-~k-a--o-h-y-0? Yes; sir, that is Lt, 

What relationwas he to yeu? Ai He was my father's grandfather. 

Do you meari that? A, Che-ka-chyo had a dauphter named yary 
Martin, who married George Wertick, and she had q. daughter 
named wlizaveth Furtiok, and that daughter mrried Sam Jumper, 
Sam Jumper was the father james ir, my fether.« °" - 

Then Che-®a-chyo is how related to you? A, Wy great dfather. 

You 4f not say great-grandfather hefore, A.,He was my: father's 
grandfather, 

How much Choctaw blood did he haveA. He wase full blood, 

How much aid Mary yartin have? A. Her namewas-Mary Mattoline, 
Mary Mattoline had full blood, too. “She married George 
Furtick; he was m American. rae 

Did your great-crandfather live in Missiseippi in 18307 A. Yes, 
sir, ° ‘ 

Did he have a family there then? A. “es, sir. 

How oo. 7% know that he had? A, I have heard my father tell 
abou « : 

Did your father ever live if Mississippi? A. Yea, sir, He was 
born in Alabama, buthe lived in Mississippi anddied there. 

- Do you knowwhere in Alabama he was born? A, I don't know. 

You. claim frem your great-grandfather? Che--kachyo? A Yes, sir. 

hg he live in Mise sa ppi tn 1850 and have a famuly there? A, 

es, sir. 

And you get that from your family: history? A, Yes, sir. 

- Did he or any of y our Choctaw ancestors own any improvements on. 
land in Mississipp. ih 1830 A, I dom't know; I reéekon my grande 
father had a claim there, 

Didany of your Chectaw anoestors own or claim any improv ments 
under article. ‘fourteen of the treaty of 1830A Yes, sir. 

Where did yeu get your knowledge of that fact? A, Ihave heard 
my father speak about it, 

Which one did you hear him speak about? A. His grandfather, 
Che-ka-chye. 

Do you know where that land was located? A. I don't know; T have 
heard. 

You have heard others testify to that fac t there te-day, have 
you? A. Yes, sir , I heara it. z 

Do you know the range and township? A. I don’t remetiber it. 

The testimony | pone by relatives.of yours that this ancestor 
had lands end improvements in Mispiseippi which wasa certain 


huteducatfionemmiber ihéemPoheubemabtt recolleet that. heard 

them, but I have no education and de not remenber it. new. 

You haye heard that your ancestor received from qeo, W, Martin, 
whowas the locating agent in Missisd ppi for the United States 
goverriment, certain land ?.A, Yes, sir, 

Did you ever hear that your great-grandfather received from 
Geo. W Martin, the agg te, Pg for the government, any 
lend in Missingippi? A. I dontt think I ever did. 








¥ 
A 


vies 
; 


Ve Mgthe,->>0n 80'ef, vol, 2, Chedtaw Bation va. Thee 
od States; th the register made by Col. feorge W); Martin ef. olé 
ants un ar article 14 of the treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek, thers: 

pears ee of ong Che-kuph«you, and o te hit name reads 
etion 16, township 26; range 5 wost;: 
words *anet 


: y and ir on woder the * 
sense” iv the nante Jno, 3B, Pevie, 


Q. You never beard that that person..whdse name appéars on page 60, 
the desoription of whose Jamil hasbeen read to yeu, was your 
great-grandfather? A, I have heard that Che-ka-chyo was my 

Se erent author’, but I never heard anything about thé las: 
usiness, grays = 

Qs Can yon. deseribe the land which: your great-grandfather had in 

. Misaise@:ppi A, I cannot, rf ag 

Qs T asked you. if you had ever heard that your erdet~srandfather(s - Bi: 

es was on Col, Martin’s Regster, and you extd ne. A, Xo. ts 
aid not uni efstand it. “I have heard that my great+crandfatheta 2 7 
natew as on the register. I heve heard that, . 1G. ea 

Nas it, George W. Martin's Register? A’ I think so, 

De you-know what a locating agent 487 A. No, sit 

Afterthe treaty of 1830 was ratified and arti olf 24 he 4 been 
ratified, all those Indigne who remained in Mispiseppi had te 

o to the Indian Agent Within ‘sig months after the ratifica- 

fon anf s ify their intention of staying; their names 
would be entered on a register, and then they had to go. te 
Col, Geo, W, Martin, the United States lecating agent, who 
would locate them on their kands, 


Q. Do you know whether your great-grandfather Ghe-ka-ehyo was offi-. 
elally located and placed in possession ef land tehre Col, 
Martin, the locating agerit, under article fourtem of +¢ 
treaty of 1830? A, I donrt know, I..knew he hade claim 
there, ‘ 

Q. If he ever received any land what became of it? A. He was beat 
out of it in some way; I don't know how. 

Q. If that name which ears on page 60 of vol. 1 of the Chootaw 
Nation vs, The United States is the nane of y our great~grand 
father itwould seem that he received his land from the gevern- 
ment, and it would dee seem that Hie assiged that lant te 
John B. Davie, would it not”. Now by whom was he dispodmeseed 
of his land: A. I'ton'tt know, , 

Q. Who has informed you, or in. what.marmer. did this information 
come to you, that Che-kach-yeu, whose mmeappears: ypon Cel, 
Martin, s Register, ie the semé person as Che-ka-ehyo. whom you 
claim to be your great-grandfather? How do you know they are 

' one and t We ‘same person Ay T always heard that was) the way . 
thé, name was spelled. My ‘pdrentsa and my older brother’ teld 
me 80. ren sy 

Q. Do .ow undertake to explain the vardanoe in the spelling of the 

: es = & 


coerce: aule wice oO v 





as to Tidian names? A. Yes, waite pdople do not know how te 
spell the names right every time, 


The Choctaw Indians who remined back in the old Cheotaw” 7m 
NAtion after the ratification of the treaty of 1830 were reat ready 


if t hey wanted to take advantage of ig ab bap @ of artiele 14 
ofthe treaty of nance Rabbit Cree a thd six months 
m the ratification of the treaty. $6 Col, William Ward, 


nited States Indian Agent, and tell him’ they de@ired te stay ‘te 
Migsisdppi, take lands there and becom citizens of. the States; 
® great many 414 this wheee names Col, Ward fodled te put upon 


< i as i , at i) i 





Dae 


b oe "Ward's Register.” Ris negivet to do this ox 
Cheeta Bo Lakers in Wivsistyii to lose beth their 
Doth were Ba em by the gov~ 
, ‘4te. public Lgrid. pte s dissed Bd much 
and so many 6 Indians that 
oitited a pBererys > po ae ‘ae wl 3 of that. year 
so aps we nt to Hsien lop! aad tw rg Peay under arti-~- 

Pe the treaty of a. dormissionwms ap- 

cls id ¢ oft tie same ge, by,an net ee Ausagust 23 of that year, 

and .*his sommiasion ao went to Misddest and ‘ward claiamnts 
under artiole fourteen of the treaty of % 

Q. Do you tnow whether any ofyour anc este re went befor se either. ef 
these oonmissions and oe imed benefite unier article 14 of 
the erty f of 18307) A, No, sir, 

Q. The act of 1842 provided et. if .my Choctaw rndian -had had niet 
in Mississippi or Almbemia xnd had been. before Col, Ward and. 
attempted too ofiply with the provisions ofarticle 14, and his 
dands were taken from hiv ands old, that the ‘government sh, 
issue certificates to such Indiang which would éntitled them 
to select lands from the vacant government lands in Missiséippt, 
Alabama, Iouisiana end Arkanas to takeé the place of lands 80 
taken from them. Thése cetificates were @iled. scrip, : 


Q. Do you know whether any ofy our ancestors recéiveda ny such 
sorip from the governmem?,A.,I dont ‘know. 

@. You: have fad relatives who have appeared before the Commis on 
to. be identified , haven't your A, Yes, air. 

Q. Did you have relatives. who applied te the Commi sei on, yesterday, 
May 16th? A. I have but two-here: ~ 

Q. Give me the name of some relative of yours who claims through 
the same ancestor, Che-ka-chyé, andwho.has applied here. 
Ara thesé people’ who hare appeared yesterday related to you} 
they claim through the —_ ancester? Aw I reckon so, 

Q. Ifyou ere descended frem the same anoestor, te n you are kin? 
De you know what the relation is? A, Me, air. 

Q. wae you like to haye your Gase aongidered with all who claim 
from. the same commgn ancestor? A, Yes, I reckon so, 

Q. Have you’ other .evidetiee you want t 6 introduce in support 
of he slaim? A, I havée'awitnesa. ;I have one witness here; 

Q. Do you speak the Choctaw kandguage? A, No, ir. 

Q. Dié Che-ka-chyo speak the Choctaw language? <A. I haye heard my ° 
oe and my fore-parents say that he did. 

Q. To you eare for any further time in which te introduce other 
tootinony in your mse? A. Yes, sir. 


A reasonable time wilz te allowed fort hat purpose. 


Thirty days will tbe allowed the applicant in whdeh to 
introduge other eviden¢e in this claim, if desired, 
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Reference is here made to cases Nos. 5576, 5577, and 5578 
for th purpose of consolidation, 





Peaks 


* Rinatnavte fe a wate Sper ise 
Ge My rn me Wii 


“i “wis nabeth Jumper; her maiden 
rae Ay George be 


ba at, erry? Mateline.- 

«"fho. wae: the Tae ery ! iad Ay Che-kar ele. 

. Although you ‘have, ogiled your’ ion encestor your grest-crand 
father yeu refer te himas ¢ person of Bheeka-chyo 
ga pet y eur; preat~crandfat Lond erect gaetr gyn iet 

8 
Q@, Gan you eo ee Not eoneugny. 
Q, Can you write EngYish 


This  ppli¢ant has the eapearanas jand, physical @harac~ 


teristics of being descended.from whites fxyente;, she has browr 
hair, blue eyes, medium dark complexion, but all applicants coming 
: $n. at this time from Lntaae Choe eountry axe "ae or less tained, 

She has no kndwledge bf the Choctaw on 3a put clmims « campli- 
“gne@, onthe part of her aiseetor, ol with Trtlale four- 

Seen of the treaty of 1830) ghe is eg positive whether he wan her 
gr ent~grands gd er f: aicareat grandfather, bet hig name appears 
bs ge rg etig 2 4 Wis iume 2 0 wartin's: at eh wen ioe wation: va. 
ates. 


8. A,” Apple pats, f duny sworn, atatee | on his oath tha 
as stenographer te the Conmilasion to. the Tive: vidsnod tees ihe 
Art palate the’ TOK CRONE aeons feos len ans ge 


. ‘ ~ * 





Mttorneye at: A ak 
histone, Indien Territery, 


aaa 


Gerttlemprit lO ny 


- <Reowtrt is herery doknowleaged of your led of Suns My, 
| inatosing’ oertiries copy ‘Of marriage ‘License and oerts agate detwean 
¥. P; Yous “aba Wenoy Ae. Tuner ; @iso affidavits of. Sonn Be ‘Mariage 
‘ena, Fabien Hekban ab to: “thy marriage Of James A, Jump oF and mine 
Suto whioh you otter: ard support. of “the oonsel idated. ate of Maney 
‘Yoon, bt wlsgs Opp ieatity. for Adentigicat ton . Wasatanipst (Orc tang a on 
fot? tiie! wane ‘hoes voem.ctied with’ the Pevord’ a this wane,’ i 


i» 2 em 


Youre tryly, 


Cotmissioner: in Charge. 








id, OR, BBO0 


lg rs ope 


manage baton tert ier, Jamery Sy 1003, 


i terthervi lle, Arkansas, é? Uy aia 
Yow: ars hereby: aaviined that on the stn pre of JANUATy 
1903 the Commi nndon so the: rim Giyi lined Tetpes Sepeued a dew 
cision in tie gonnolidet ed: ‘eane of Ali¢e onranor 4 ok Als, emhaao- 
ing the following avpltsaticn te daentitiontion ae itnstewipp’ 
Ohootawss | 


5 mae S nie th s gone st “e; = 
Mea Cat Ser ml a eS sattgee Fe 
Sa A So ee ates . Ase 


Stk 
ae ” 
MA els ee Ee 


MiOeRy S574 
megene gree 


Mg GeRy 
be 
MeGsRs 48 7 


4818 
5575 
8576 
5877 
5578 
5579 


pe Sumper 
Bare. als’ 
andy aver ‘ 
Thomas 8 


Wilite Drovwiy. 

Charles Jy Smitn 
* 

Wi) .Yooon 


45% ‘Wisten’s Purt 10x 
Oh) settereon’ ti, PURER, wh O1, 











} 
wal’ rN 





HsO.Re .G0%2 : 

M,CuRe  6OFR 
Me OgR. COTS 

NeCoRy COTS 

MM. OoRe 

MgO, Re 


Ma Cele 4 
peraae-phevoms ot | Meare esa 
These. applications were made under the provisinn of the 
act of Oongreds of durée 26, 1898, AJ pete 498), whieh is as 
follows: 


“Said Oommteston whall have aut? tty to detemnine tne 
identity’ of Choctaw Indians claiming rv An the Ghoetaw 
ands under article fourteen of the ty between the tniteda 
Staten and the ¢ mr Vation, conn erher twenty~ 
seventh, sightéen ed, And: thirtys and perform all other 
oepe Seesereny perp and make separt to the Secretary of 

or,” 


Beta deoision concludes af folios: 


de vin ty tne the aA of this 


eit 
eridenes herein -_ to autetaine 
chazoe i tetonaas 








Fancy Yooun, ne 


Sallie Purtick, Pet Purticks Ruth Purtick, Tandy L. CAVETs 
Thomas 8, Smith, Charlotte Buithy Nena smith, John F, Bverett, 
Sherman L. Eyerett, Prank 04 Evarett, Ella Lewis, Orma Lewis, 
Edwin 6. Lewis Altis Py Lewin, Tyvin A, Lewiea, Willie Drewry's 
Charlies J, Brith, Mary Jonesy Guagic Jones, Gracie Jones, 
Will Yooomyg John Yooom, wii Ws Purtiok, géffarson Ds 
Purtick, Jeffie Pat Ertta bs Purtiok, enia Purtiok, 
Frank’ Ms Purbiaky © Purtiok, Alice idk, Louie 
Purtiok, Sallie Déaring, Mary Deer ants Jim Dedving, Alexan- 
der B, DearingsFliga Michael, ow Garpentsr, Janes Car 


penter, Ollie Carpenter, Dollie Lee Garperiter, Lula Michael, 
William A. Jumper, George A. Jumpers Pink Jumper, Ed Jumper, 
Minnie Jumper, Art nur diwipar, Sam ars James Ag Yaton, 
Lennie Yates, Hattie Frances Wten, Bill FE. Yates, Prank 
Jumper, George Jumper, Ned Damper, hen Jumper, Dan 

Haryey Jumper, Moses Jumper, hettie Cheves, Mary Cheves, 
Halton cheves, Lewis hp ha Preddié abet Jonnnis Cheyer 

1 


and George A, Everett ee CGhootew Indians entitied to rignts 
in the Ghootaw lands under the provisions of said articie 
fourteen of the treaty of eighteen hundred and thirty, and 
that the applications for their identification as mish should 
be refugeds and it ie’ po orderod,* 

You are further advised that vou will be allowed fifteen 
days from the date hereof within which to file ormmentas in this 
offices and that at the expiration of said time the panera in the 
ease together with sush arginents will be forwarded to the secre 
tary of the Interior through the dorttlesioner of Indian Affairn, 


Respectfully, 








"a * és. 
Registered, 





i You are hereby hot ified that the Seorestary of the 
ahinseti ‘on 4 eh ae 18; 1907, affirmed the decision ef. the 
Conmiesion to. the Five csridisea Tribes ef January 5, 2003, 
refusing. to identity, as Misaieedpps Ghectaws, the several aps 


pitoamty "in the consolidated wase of Allee Gardner et ai. 


Respectfully, 


Commissioner, 








For Identification as a Mississipi Chetan, | 


Date MAY 17 19902 
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‘i ot é om re : x ane 
"Senet estox pa mn vive orvinteep Tribes, 


Cee een = 


in the matter of the application of Margaret Hunt, et als, 
for identification as Mississippi Choc taws, gonsolidating the appli- 
cations of « 


paee Hunt, et rks MeOgRs fear 
Persfull, et al, 

lien, et'al., ' = 5886 

amiett, et a * 8588 

be Vannoy,st al.® 5642 

miet 5642 

5643 


ly areaheee 5644 
ie Leander Bramlett, 5645 


een ene eee 


IupEX 


List of papers forwarded to the’ Secretary of the Interior compris- 
ing the record in the case of Margaret Hunt, et al, ,:M,C.R,° 5581 


Page, 


iaegten or % Hunt, et-al., to the 
for identification as Mississipps 


I ie a Milter Si ke aia ca G Bg Aaa eae 
\ 


Aftldait of Malinda Vandentate, - - tee See ee 


* 


2 
7. 
\n) Meine affidavit of 0. Ty: Spence andtiary J. Spance, Pa 2 : 
sc gagged ae se ohadek selene 9 


Ftifioate ef A. D. Gardner » County Clerk of Green 
‘ eortifying’ to the destruction of 
eerie Foes chan voor Md thn as luther L lly 10 


* il 
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“AHaerit of Manan MnO—7, >.<) - ~~ = Me  - 


OS Gietginal wpplidatién of Meldnde Peretull, ot al., to the 
' Pewes Comission for identifieation ae Ml eeisei ppt: Choo- 
--< 


a ee ee ed 
‘ ’ pep. ae 


, " 
Original application of Lena Million, et al., te ‘the. 
os ssion for identification as Mississippi Choo- 


CO, # - e+ © 4S ee fe ~~ = & ee = ote ee 


Original application of Louis Bramlett, et. al., to the 
Dawes Commission for identification as Missiselppi Choos 


COG) Oe RE OM PE RR ee SS Om 


Certified copy of marriage record of Louis Bramlett and 
tde Clark; © * ---- 2-2-4 5 > ° 


| Original application of Zora Bramlett Vannoy, et al., 

te the Dawes Commission for idéntification as Mississippi 
Choctawa, - - Oe a 8 A. 8) ee 
@enealogy of the family of Zora Bramlett Vanney - - - - - 


tee Err of -Tilmon Bramlett to } Dawes Com- 
r 


mission 
Genealogy of the family of Tilmon Bramlett, + - 


Origine? applicationof Monroe Bramlett to the Dawes Com 
ssion for identification asa Mississippi Choctaw - + 


-@eneslogy of the family of Monroe Bramlett «i - - + -- 


Original application of Richard Bramlett to the Dawes 
Commission for identifioation as a Mississippi Choctaw 


Getietlogy of the family of Richarad Bramlett, + = - + - 
Original application of Dumpie Lenuder Bramlett to the 
‘Dawes Commission for identification as a Mississippi 

Cheetes, 0% - 4 = 984. 8 See Sie me Qe eee, © 
Geriesilogy of the family of \Dampie Leander Bramlett - - 
Decision of the Commission refusing the application in 


the consolidated cage of Margaret Hunt, et al,, for 
identification as Mississippi Choctawa, « ---- <--> 


identification as o Mississippi Choctaw, - - 


a 








ee ewww tween e 


Im the natige: ot ee Hite ation of Marcaret Punt for 
identification of herfet? an ‘two ‘minor artes od Réttic Hunt 
and Elsie Tame as Ae oe Y hoctawd, 


: 


vi; ‘ay; Farripon appeared as | Attorney for Applioant , 


. 





Sandip “Suit, after ret duly worn soptititen as 
cody Bre. z nes . 
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Q. Can you tell shen and wheres they Were married? A, T ¢ennbt ‘aay 
for certain, nis 


A reasonable time will te allowed in which te introduce 
this evidenee if it does not’ exceed thirty days. 


Ars you married? A, Yes, sir. 

What is your hbabend's m me? A.Tom Hunt. 

Te, hem white man er a Choctaw Indian? A. Fe claims some Indian 
bleod but Iwill met say fo cértain, 

Youd 6n/% makeamy claim for him? A, No, sir. 

His blood is white and Indian, but you de not know how much? A 
Yes, air, ' 

iow mny ¢hildren have you under..age and unmarried? A. None 
but what ere of age, I have four single oms ali over are, 

What is the name of your oldest child over age? A, Bwma Hurt, 

Where is she? A. She is at home with me, 

How old ig she? A, She is thirty years old. 

What is th@ name ef the next eldest? ‘A. Ida Hunt. She is 21, 

What is the name of the next one? A, Rettie Funt. 

How old is ele?’ A. She is 19 years eld, 

Ie shs married? A. We, sir. ' 

When I say ef age I mean 21 ani ever; if yeu have any children 
under 21 end unmarried yeu can make &pplieation fer them? A. 
I have twe children under 2) and womarried. 

Give me the name of the older? A, Rettie Hunt, she is ninteen, 

The other one? A, Elsie Hunt. 

- How old sh is she? A. She is seventeen years old. 

Now. you want to make application fer yourself and these two 
ehildren’ A. Yeen, sir. } 

You can meke application for these twe miner children, but the 
others being over 21 will haveto make their ow apne Brees, 
although single andwith you. at home, 

Is Tom Hunt the father ef thene miner children? A. Yeu, sir, 

Andy ouere their motheraa? A. Yes, wir. 

Are you and Tom Humt living together as husband and wife and 
these ¢hildren with you at home? a, Yes, sir, 

Were sth of you married before :you. married te each other? A, 
Ne, sir. 

Ie your name or the names of your children on any of the tribal 
solls of the Ghoctaw Nation in Indian Territery? A, I guess 
not. 

Did you ever makeapplication for citizenship in Indian Territe- 

for y ourselfand children either to the Chectaw tribal au- 
e@tities or te the United States authorities in Indain 
Territory? A. No, sir. 
Gq . i +e -< ST : * 7 ‘bts ‘ a. $ Ye \ 
Nation for yourself ani children te the Commiexion to the Five 
bil eee Sanat ca under the «ct of Gongresa of June 10, 1896? 
No, sir, ° 
Have you or your ¢hildren ever been admitted to citizenship in 
the Chootaw Natiom by the Commission +o the Five odviliged 
Tribes or the United States court in Indiaw' Territory? Ay Me, 


sir. 





- 


Q. Ie ‘this the first application yeu have ¢ver made for citi: 
ship in the dhedtaw wati Or yourself and ¢ hilapen. te!’ 
authority whatever? 4 Yas, sir, I-went to Stamnes al 
month age to aee about; siroliing, tut I have never vefore 
* been befere sany authority: and me de Rh thas $n», Rae Me Sa Srynn 
Q. DO you new come before the Comission for: the purpose.cf dden- .. 
beige Fe kbel ete and children as Miesined ppi reat brine! ta 


a 


article 14 © f the treaty of 1830? A. ‘Yea, 


Q. Youwant to be identified aa Minwisd ppi Chootaws? A, Yes, sir. 
Q. DO yeu understand that article of that treaty? A. No, #ir. 


The treaty of 1850\was made between the United States 
government and the Choctaw tribe of Indians at a place in Missigd@ppd 
eallied Dancing Rabbit Creek, on the 27th day of September, 1830, . 
The object of the treaty Was to retiove.as far as possible all the 
Choctaw Indiana frem that old Choctaw ation in Missisappi - and 
Alabama to the Choctaw nation in Indian Territery. Before: .the . 
treaty was signed it became known that a great many Chédétaw Indians 
would not go frem the eld Choctaw wation éast of the Misti asippi 
River te the Cheeta Nation in Indain merriterym, ami in-erder to 
protect the interesta of these who remained in Mississippi ‘ana *- 
arog article fourtem was drawn up and put into the treaty of 

830. 


That article reads @ s follows: 


“Bach Ghoctaw head of a family beitig. desirous to remain 
and become a citizen ef the States shall be Permitted to do so by 
signifying his intentian to the Agent within wix*months from the 
ratification of this treaty, amd he or she shall thereupon be en- 
titled toa reservation ef ene section of six hundred and forty 
acres of land te be bounded by sectional lines of survey; in like . 
mnner shall be entitled te one half that Quantity foreach unmar- 
ried child which is living with him ever ten years of agé ‘and a 
quarter seetien te such childas may be wher ten years ef are, to 
adjoin the lecation of the Parent. If they resid’. upop said lanis 
intending te become citizens ef the States for five years after 
the ratification of this treaty, in that case a grant in. fee Simple 
shall issue. Said reservation shall inelude the present’ improve- 
ment of the head of the family. or a portion of it. ° Persone whe 
chim under thisartiele shall not lege the Privilege of a Choct gw 
citizens, but if they ever remove aré not to be entitled to any 
pertion of the Chootaw annuity." 


Q. Did any of your Ghectaw ancestors vomply or attempt to comply 
with the provisions of that article? A. 1 don,t know. 
&. What is the mane ef your ancvester thro igh whom you claim the 





Pa Ssism ppi Choetaw ’? A. My 





father, 

Q. Go back further? A, ily grandfather was named Bramlett. 

QR. Do you claim threugh the 8 amecommon ancestor that wamoy Yooum 
Claimed through? A, I @on,t know. 

Q- Do you know her? A. I don+t know her, 

@. What is your grandfather's full name? Hig name was Jease Bramiett, 
as well as I can recollect, f 

Q. He was your gramdfather? A; Yea, sir. HN ' 

&- How mugh Chectaw bleod did he have A. My (father claimed that 
his fatior was a full bleed, I can tena you only as ay 


father told’ me, ee wel a 
8: Fea ere Sivaye heard that Jesse Braniett| mig-a full pioed? 





‘ 


Q. “Did he ive in Missing pri in. 1890? A He Lived there but 7 

cantet, Teth how Sone: ey 

Q., Can you give me the name ofan anoawtoref yours wh. liveacin 
reg . Att 2880 and was’ the head fa Tamily there’ then? 

«No, BIR: af ite be iay AO ae ON, rae 

Q. Yow dontt, knew. that Jesse: framictt lived in iipeiesipps in 1930 
wndwas the head ‘of a Femi ly’ there. dian? A. No,. sir, 

Q. You don't know anything further atiout Jéere, Brame tt, about his 
father and mother, ¢r anything about them? A, I dorset sey a 

Q+ Did you ever hgat® anything about Jébse Branlett at ie in’ tH 
old Chostaw Nation in Wissisa ppl, and Alabam in 1830 and 


having @ family there? A. I: don't know; my father and mother 


always seit he lived thrre, but TI don’t know when, canvas tie) 
; How‘old would he be if living new? A. He would be 100 yeare @ha. 4)” 
“yor more, I think. ant ‘ a oe. 
You claim throwgh your father, Louis’ Bramlett? A. Yes, sir, 
Ard he is deagt A Yes, ‘ 
How:o14 would he be i°f Ifving now? A About 64 years old, ag 
well as IT cat remember, 
Do you know; whether. he was born in Missisd ppi? A. I. can't eays 
Did you ever. ar where Wie was born’? A, No, I never heard his 
say. 
Did. he live at any time in Mississippi in the old Ghoctaw 
Nation? A, I have heard him speak of it, 
Youare not ableto prove’ that he was. born 4h Mississippi 84 
years ago? A No, sir. ; 
Didany of Your Choctaw ancestors own or>celaim any lame in 
Missism ppi or Alabama in the old Choctaw yation under arti- 
cle 14 of t be treaty.of 1850? A, T cannot BAY,» z 
Did any of your Ohdotaw ancestors Within aix months after the 
ratification ef the treaty of 1830 go.to the United States 
Indian Agent, Col, Waliiam Ward, and tell. him that they® ox 
wanted to stay, take Iands and heqome citizens of the Staten? ‘ 
A. I don,t know, * 
Midany of your Choa aw ancestors go from that old Choctaw Na- 
tion cast of the Misgisé ppt River with the: other Indians te 
the Chootaw yation in Indian Territorym between 1833 and LBSS 
amd 18407 » T don,t iqiow. Non 


A The Chogtaw Indians who retained In the ol4 Choct aw: 
Nation efter the: treaty of 1650 win ratifidd were required, if 
they wanteea to take advantage of the’ provisions of article 14 of 
the treaty of 1830, to go to Col, Wildien Ward, the United States 
Indian Agent; within six months from, the ratifioatdon of the 
treaty ard tell him that they wanted ste Stay, take lands and 
{become ojtizens of the States. A Goda ‘tany fadians did this whese 
names Cols Ward failed to put uno ns® list, known as "Ward's Re 
ister," His negleet to do this chused » great many Choctaw I 

in Missivel ppt to loge both their lands and improvements, for beth 
were taken from by, the government and sold at ite public ‘Tand sale, 
thts Reed so many Compile S among the Chectaw Indiana that @eén- 
erese in 1637, by an act of yarch 3 of that Year, appointed a . 
céxmiseien whichwant to Missise ppi and heard cjaimarite under 
article 14 of the treaty of 1830. tn 1842, by Wn act of Congress 
of August 23 of that year, congress appointed @nother cemnissien 
which went to Mississippi and heard cla aman$é.uwnder urticle 14 ef 
the treaty of 2880, Both commissions made lists of the names ef 
those whe oamé-befors them. 








Q, De Ae doe whe ther any eur arigeatord sens ape ‘either’ 
Of those commiswicns and olaine€ ay benetitees Chootaw In- 
‘ gene ores the tak gre ae 28307. ow : ot. know, 
4 DEA of yar Dotan ancestors receiy yany Berip from. the’ 
a “paitea States government witeh entiti hem $6 Gedeat: 1am s 
gree the: vacant, governnicht frrep 48 MiG istppi, Alabama, . ~ 
Mi Siaus or Arkansas; in the place of.” O5@" lends taken from 
tae the. goverment ‘and BOL? oh, -I ett kilow. 
Q. Have ¥ ay Telativeswho Adve. been before the Conmied:en te 
® identified’ as Gir ra 3 ose You. are fow before 
Sie Comiled on 40 be Aden Red as a Uissisdppi Choctaw, and 
Tam asking if you have ‘any kin people who have been. lare fer 
, (the # ame thing? A\. Nett kat: know of. 
Q. You dontt ltow ate’ ybu areodn eny way related to any of these 
‘pie oe are Laty identification as Mi ssissippi Cho¢taws? 
L NO yeh ne 
Qe Have ¥ Ou-anly other evidehod you wart te present now te the Odie 
*. mission? A. Ne, air, not’ that I know-of. 
Q. Do you want any ‘furtier. time in which to. present other evidenéce 
in suppést of y our elaim? A. 


Upon motion of Atterney ‘fer applicant thirty days time 
will be allowed in whieh to introduce other evidence in this cause, 


Q. Do you Speak or understand thé Choctaw languaie? A, No,.- sir, 


Examination by Mr. W. My Harrisons 


Q. What information you have relative to what facts you have testi~ 
fied to you have learned in your family, as family history 
and family tradition, have you not? A. Yes, sir. 

Q- Do you pretend te testify of your persoral knewhedge of any of 
the facts you have stated if your examination? A, Ne, sir, 

Q+ Have you have hard any penber of your family whe pretendéd to 
know the facts of the histery of the family say anything with 
refarenge to wheré your’ father atid grandfather lived in Mis- 
Sissippi, or when? A, No, eirsI have heard my oldest broth- 
er say that he law beard my father ay the lived in Miesisei ppd. 

When you say "thiived in Miasiteei ppi", you mean your father 
and’ prandfa 
What did your family relatives say with referénee te Jesse 
Bramlett beings Choo taw Indian? A, He waa: ny grandfather. 
id es ey he was @ Chéetew Indian’? A, Yes, eir, 
& Tull blood Ghettaw?’ A. Vas air. 
Wd 





And lived in Miss: 





Now, heave you heard any af your family say anything about atiy 
land which your grandfather Jesse Bramlett had or applied for 
in Migeissippi. A, No, I did not, 
| Have you @yer leerd any of your people say Where your father and 
Brandfather died, in what state? A. I don't. knew. - 
Hav@' you ever heard that the died in Miasied) ppi? A. Wo, sit, 
If thay had told you where they died xdo younthink you would 
remember A, I don't remember. ' ' 
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-Lena® oti@er. artiole R.Of the treaty between the United 
Bates andthe Chootar 3 it, soripihded: Sab eather Swentye 
serenth, @ighteen hundred amt thirty,. the Thad ae ae 
By Outhe, sxanive witheeses « eg perform al other atts 
‘nee thereto, ne : oe to the ries cia ed A oe. the 
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* sekllone nefin ey ‘ognielustve as 46 the esaehpieente 
ef tha apidtente, it giveeriag’ that ‘Margaret Runt, the principal 
2 applicant’ in Med Rs 6581, ie the’ ne Chbr or. the principal applicants % 
tn MCR 0808 did BHR ana the eunt at” a1t wid. other prindipel 4 
applicants, Bet 140 impo aatnne. es ‘te fully deteriine whe is’ tne 
Choctaw anceetor through whom they: Chaim righta in the Choe taw Lande 
under arti¢te fourteen or the treaty between the United states ‘me 
the Choetéw Wation, vondludead September twenty- seventh; otehteon 
hundred and thirty, is | 

The, applicants in. Mel eRe goon, 8606, $586 and 9588 state 

poattively that ‘said ancestor ia, Teene Bramlett, a ful) blood. 
Choctaw Indian. who resided in Mi sai tatpps th eighteen hundred and) 


thirty, and Nia sise his relationship to de that of grandfather tee 


the principal applicant in M.O.R, $682. and gront-gramdrather te te 4d 





rotpel _mppiieamte in the other three caves. Ty alsd. appears. From | % 
her $ontanony 4a)MCiR,° 5581 that the wits o¢ the: nal Jesse Brew oe 
dat ae, ata Plgod Shoo tew Indian, ‘put as her name. ts not given ed 
{¢ te Aponte to determine whe ther’ or fe phe was: a Yenehionery: 
under artes, ‘ahead af the franc, or “Dane tg: Revit “Oreeles® 
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Sean: atiege. that ene peternad saranda Foor | Biden (sya) Branlest, 
jaye mae” Came was lng: ‘pO onepaed. of pone, ‘Chactan bhood,, Oe exact 
; ‘Meatea oF whigh. they tai2 to tivelon. ey i the wplioante who 
claim from Chéaxsehnyou: the: Ghevicalatiye } tin A make referénes to 
Rn. ances tor named Jogue Bramdee ts ': ons. 
te eabnet but be Sbiarewa that +i. povdioante: who teatiw 
«Fl0Gs in, MiOsRe S52): HS85, 5686: dna $582 are mire coersr sant with 
' Phetr snowatry aban, tha Other, applicants herein, and that: ‘they ‘had | 
nd knowledge ae an anwestor “named Ghe-kuch-~you (or Cho-kamohye), 
al though an, attory ‘WHS made by one of thetr attorneys “biting the i 
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then def ore the’ Commi sation {nooulneed the redord wi th néference to 
pala fame enh filed With each of naia Weriea tics as. wabibits what % 
Purperte to be an outline of. the genealogy’ ‘of ‘eal d applicants wherein a 
ard): bet ‘forth the namedvor verted Chevt aw anecators not’ mentioned i 
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Peed wae ead wy the aptbeney. ‘for the Ada Lome herein that 
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In eraer ‘that stery Reret bis rignt | ag taseknospns Thee taws 
which these applicants may be Possensad ‘ef, hal, be) ‘Party aajudi- 
‘@ated, it of ee neeeasary to eonpdger id ‘he: anesators whoge 


<nexiee are above: given, as the’ onee Ahrens shoe: hey olats aatd 
; rignty, aa 
Tt further. eppears: from: the evigende subaih bt od in. eupper t 


nee at pata ‘eprlipations and. Prom’ the ‘Peeordy ig he poveension of, the 


¥ » Comat anion thie 4 ‘Rone ot. aaah ‘Mpplicantes has ear been enrol tea te 
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‘ : waieye swrougt how they iatin ae Sdantyour ith: the person ' ‘wheoe - 
nie appears ‘tn the, peonra above: ot ieaa in, fier rast ovidense! woule’ 4 
tend ‘te thew hat: it: iy not. the auto, pereen, ne the one thrpueh 
whom the ‘qordtgnat.. sinin, is. eho 8. have: Wha descondants living 
in: eighteen nundeda and hire amg the: one of renord’ Ye chéwa 
to. have “been childiese at! te time hie! anand nw recorded by: Colonel 
George W, ‘Martin, aa wee. ? ai oe 

Tt does not appear fram ‘the senqinpey and evi dancs ortacea 

(ih eupport of pedd. application: or from ‘the resoras: tat the. Bhvagasion 
of: the: Commi na ion relating ¢0 per sony, whip. shnptted or bone oon ne 
\ gomp Ly with ‘the’ provi. stotie of uate mptiofe, sauPtaen- ‘eT he: treaty 
(Oks signtgen hingred and chirty and to persenn, whe: heretofore, were, 
‘glatuanta thereunder,’ shad. the said Che segahsyoul or Cheedea~onye) 
threwgh whom, Part of these applicants” ieim,, or Hovve Brantet ty: of 


Mion (ase) Mirando tt, nee Camanok, or. Gibegtors teen Henig tej atents 
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Stevepaas; ihre Pererwa2, Aisi bec Perseus, gheixe aa itd 
‘Maton, Rlise’ Milaton, Marshal. Milton, Duke. uptaten, hove he 
‘Wanters, write Bremlett,. Cland Hemmer, Lelay Bramlett,, Rete” : 
Brawlert, Narrtobn Bramlett, tore ‘Dromore Vantivy, Clarense Varina, 3 
Dhara Vaninoyy: Glauste Nenngy, Ttnon Rranlett, Monrose Rrombett;. 
Richara Bramlett aod ‘Dump ip Leander Bromlott a8 Choctaw Td. fhe if 
emtheded ta Pghtw he) the Chootaw lands under the prévisions: oe sat 


artioie Polirteen Of: the Areaty of eightgen, hunarea and thirty; 

and thet the eppiications tor their, -faentittention as such Wiowta 
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Thomas & Harrison, 


Attorneys at.’ May, 
 Muakedade y fotien sebstory, 
Gentlenens- 
Reoeips ts hereby abetovtedind of your letter of the | : 
inetah?, in wh sei 700 -egk Tor mm extension of Aime for the purpose 
of progkring seditional ¢Videnve in Wiseteaipp} Choétaw. dase. Fy 


Mergaret.- Hunt, et el), and the Gases coneoladated therewith, 

In rephy to your letter you are aty ised that in oupbtane 
with iyonr request you will be. allowed Wiipty. hye from the date 
hereof, ig which to offer edditionn? watieiny in support. of the 
Mtesiteeipp} Choetew ‘Abphtoatora: enbraded in: senschegates cage ‘My io Be 
me.10G, Maegaret thet; 0% 02. caine ce 


Yours eabiy 








H.C.R. 668%, 


Pepruary Pj 2908. 


~ 


Pocahontas, Arkaneas , 
Bear Madam: 

You are hereby jisesecd that on ‘the ‘Gem day of February, 1908; 
the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes rendered a decision in the 
consolidated cause of Maryzaret Hunt; et al., embracing the following 
appligations for identification as Hissisesippi Choataws: 


Margaret Hunt, et al., W.CuR, 5581 
Malinda Persful, et al., MCR. 5585 
Lena Million, et al., M,C, ‘5556 
Tovuls Bramlett, et al., M.6,R, 5582 
Zora. Bramlett Vannoy, et al., Mse€sR. 5641 
Tilmon Bramlett, MyCehe §642 
Monroe Bratmlett. M.C.Ri. 8645 
Richard Bramlett, M,.C.R, 5644 
Dampis Leander Pranlett, MeCeRs 86451 


These applications were made under the provision of the Act 
‘ 
of Congress of June 28,.1898 (30 Stats., 495), which is .as followat 


"Said Commission. shail have authority to- det ormine he 
identity of Chootaw Indians claiming. rights in; the .Chodéteaw 
lands under artikele fourteen of the treaty betweeh the United 
States and the Choctaw Nation, conclinéed September twenty~ 
seventh, eighteen hundred and thirty, and to that end may ad- 
minister oaths, examine witnesses, and perform 11 other sats 
tnterhaee® thereto, and. make report to the Secretary of the 

nter ar ‘ 


$ H 








evidence herein ie ingafficient to deter 


"It is Kherefees the opinion of this Commtant a the 
Margaret lunt, Rettie fun’ Janie Hunt , Taoat ity 


Persfull, 


fuli, 
Million, "mite uiliton, darshaa 


er ellen, aa PA coe 


= eae 


et). eee : .) bs 7 wi alien ES ih a 





Bramlett; Betle,: 
ra B oy, Clarence Varmoy 
a | Br » an mort, Br: m, Monroe Bramlett,” 
“Richard Bramlett and Dampie Leander BSramiett as Choétaw Indians ~~. 
entitied to rights in the Chostew lands under the provisions of said . 
article fourteen of the treaty of eighteen hundred and thirty). *. 
and that the applications for: their idewtifieation as euch showld |, 
be refused, and it is so ordered.* j 


You are further advised that you will be allowed fifteen 
days from the date hereof within which to file arguments in this 


office, end that at the expiration of anid time the papers in the 


ease, together with such arguments, will be forwarded to. the Secretary 


of the Interior through the Cooissioner' of Indian Affairs, 


Respectfully, 


teen Eon 


Of}. Breckinridge. 


Commissioner in Charge. | 


Registered, 








wr, 


Attorneys at haw, 
Muskoge®, Indian Territory, 
Gent lemeni 
‘You are hereby advised that on the * day of Pebruary, 2908; 
* the Comission to the/Pive Civilized Trites rendered a decision in the 
consolidated case of Margaret Hunt, et &1,, embracing the following 


applications for identification as Mississippi Choctawe: 


rae tre Hunt, et al., M.C.R, 5581, 
nd 


Mal a Persfull, et al., M.C.Rs §555, 
Lena Miliion; et al., M.C.R. 6966, 
Louis Bramlett, et al, M.C,R, 
Zora Bramlett Vannoy,at @le, MeCoR. 
Tilmon Bramlett, M.C.R, 
Monrege Bramlett M.CeRs 
Richard Bramlett, MLC.R, 
Dumpie Leander Bramkett, MeC eRe 


These applications were made under the provision of the Act of . 7 
Congress of June 28, 1898 (30 Stats.; 496), which is aa. follows: 


"Said Commission shell have aithdrity to determine the 
identity of Choctaw Indians claiming rights in the Choctaw 
ijands under article fourteen of the treaty between the United 
States and the Choctaw Nation, coneluded September twenty 
seventh, eighteen hundred and thirty, and.to that end may ad~ 
minister oaths, examine witnesses, and perform all other sects 
necessary thereto, and make repor > the Sec ty h 
Interior,* } 





Said decision conaludes as follows: 


"It de therefore the opinion of this Conmiasion that the 
evidence herein is insufficient to determine the identity of 


* 5 J FI 4 ; i Pee Ot Wrath 
— — ail : Wager: ye it uh. 





Margaret Hunt, Rettie Hunt, Blete Mimt; Mahinda Persfull, Myrtis 
Rorefull, Henry Rerafuzd Warter’ Perefiil,. Jasper Perafull, Lena 
Milifon, Sili¢ M&jiion, Warehal) Willion, Dike Miilion, Louis 
Bramlett, Myrtle Bramiott, Claud Bramlett, Lelar Bramiett, Retle 
Bramlett, Harrison Branlett, Zora Bramiett Vannoy, Clarence Vanricy, 
Clara Vannoy, Slassie Vannoy, Tilson Bramlett, Monroe Branlett, 
Richard Bramlett and Dumpie Leander Bramlett as Choétaw Indians 
entitied to rights in the Choctaw lands under the provisions of said 
article fourteen of the. treaty.of sightean hundred and thirty, 

and that the applications fer their ddentification as such should 

be refused, and it is so ordered.* 


You are further advised that the applicants in this case have 
been allowed fifteen days from the date hereof within which to file are 


gumenta in this office, and that at the expiration of said time the pa- 


pers in the case, together with such arguments, will- be forwarded to the 


t x 
ee 


Seoretary of the Interior through the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 


v/. 


Reapeotfully, 


TSIGNED) 


Of. Breckinridge... 


Commissioner in Cnerge, 


Registered. 








~ sd 


Spy. Meek, 


Muskogee, Indien Territory, Fevruary’ 6, 1003)°" 4 


Mansfield, MeMurray & Cornish, 
Attorneys for Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations, 
South McAlester, Indian Territerys” 
Gent lemen: 

You are hereby advised that on the 6th day of February, 1903, 
the Commission to the Pive Civilized Tribes rendered a decision in the 
Consolidated case of Margaret Hunt, et al., embracing the following 
applications for identification as Mississippi Cho otawat 


Margaret Hunt, et al., M.C.R, 5582 
Malinda Persfull, ot al., M.CsR. S588 
Lena Million, eat al., ‘MLC.R. 5586 
Louis Bramlett, et al. M.C.R, 5582 
Zora Brawlett Vannoy, et Sle, My€sR. 564] 
Tilmon Brawlett, M.C.R. 5648 
Monroe Bramlett , M.O.R, 5643 
Richard Bramlett, M.C.R. 5644 
Dumpie Leander Branlett, M,C.R. 5646, 


These applications were made under the provision of the Act 
of June 28, 1898 (30 Stata., 495). 


Said decision concludes as follows: . 
"It is therefore the opinion of thie Commission that the 
evidence herein is insufficient to determine the identity of 
Margaret Hunt, Rettie Hunt; Bisie Hunt, Maiinds Persfull, Myrtle 
Persfull, Henry Persfull, Walter Perefull, Jasper Perafuil, Lene 
Million, Ellie Million, Marshall Million, Duke Million, Louis 
Bramlett, Myrtle Bramiet+ i Bras thr Dreniett,3 
Bramiett, F son Bramlett, Zora Bramlett py gy Ihe Vanney; 
Clara Vannoy, Olassie Vannoy Tilmon. Bramlett, Monroe Bramlett, .. 
Richara Bramiett and Dumpie Leander Bramlett as. Choctaw Indian, I eae 
entitled to rights in the lands ‘ander the brovision® @f saia 
art iiie fourteen of the treaty ef oes een hundred ‘and thirty, © 4.) .:, 
and that the applications for thedr dentificatien as such she 
be refused, and it is so ordered, Ae Tee, Ses eae 


. re.’ 





time. the papers in the cues, togethinr with pon ergonente, wink i 
“Porvdraea to. the Secretary of the: Intorhor throdgn = Comnisetoner, 


@f Indian 


Affairs, 


Fi og. 


Raspeotfuliy, 


i 


OF. Pieckinclage, nf 


Commissioner in chavo, 








COPY: 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, February £4, 1903, 


The Honerabie, 
The Geeretary of the Interior. 
Sir: 
There is transmitted herewith the record in the consolidated 
case of Margaret Hunt, et al., applicants to the Commissten for 
be 
identification as Miselssippi Choetaws, including the decision of 
the Commission of February 6, 1903. 
The above consolidated case embraces the follewing original ap- 
plications heard by the Commission: 
Powel et al:, M.O.R. 56861 
maifoge rere Vasher, ie* ai., M.O.R. 5585 
M.C.R. 5586 
sentra ht on “et al MGR, 6642 
ora annoy e ai. oWe . 
Timon ‘Tyas ; M.G.R. 8642 
Monrose . tt, M.C.R. 5643 
Righard Bramlett, ( Ms@R. 5644 
Dumpie Leander Bramlett,,  M.C.R. 5646 
The Cammission has the honor to report that the principal ap- 
plicants in the several separate applications, their attorneys of 
recerd and the attorneys for the Choctaw and Ghickasaw Nations have 
been @uly advised by letter of the action of the Commission, copies 
ef said letters being attaghed to the record. 


Respectfully, 





Tare Bixrbu 
Through the Chairman, 
Commissiomer ef Indian Affaire. 
2 Aimelesures: B.C.R. 6581 4 





nee DRPAREIONT ‘OF THR. INTRRIOR, 
~ TID 4570-1903. WASHINGTON, Oot ober 2%, 1903. 


) > LES 


Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes, 

Muskogee; Indian Territory. 
Gentlemen: 

Pépruary 24, 19035, you transmitted the record in the con-=- 
solidated case, involving the application for identification as Mis- 
sissippi Choctaws of Margaret: Hunt (M.C.R. 5881), for herself and her 
two minor children, Rettie and Elsie Hunt; of Malinda Persfull for 
herself and her four minor children, Myrtle, Henry, Waiter and Jas- 
per Persfull; of Lena Million for herself and her three minor chit~ 
dren, Blzie, Marshall and Duke Million, of Louis Bramlett for himself 
and his five minor children, Myrtle, Claud, Lelar, Estle and Harri- 
son Bramlett; of Zora Bramlett Vannoy for heeself and her three 
minor children, Clarence, Clara and Classie Vannoy} of Tilmon Bram- 
lett’ for himself; of Monroe Bramlett for himself; . of: Richard Bramlett 
for himself; and of Dumpie. Leander, Bramlett for himself, inelnaing 
your decision of February 6, 1905, refusing to identify. them as such, 

It appears that the least remote common ancestor of these 
applicants was Louis Bramlett, who was born in 1818, and whose father, 
Jeshe Bramlett; was a full blood Choctaw. It is further claimed that 
Louis Bramlett's mother was also a full blood Choctaw named Bllen 


TY} : hat she was the daughter of a Choctaw named Che+kache 





you or Che-ka-chyo. It is also dimimed that the wife of Jesse: Bran~- 
lett was a full blood Choctaw woman, 


The testimony of the ‘applicants, of itself, is not suffi- 





cient’ to show that’ any of their andestors éver compried or attempted sh 


to comply, in any'iway, With article 14 of the tredty of september 27,5 
1830; or, with the subsequent acts of Congress relating thereto. 

From your ‘dectaion 1+ appears that/the name of Ché-kéch-you” ~ 
ig found on pape 80 of Vol of the Olatwant's Brief ana Byidence in 
the case of thé Choctaw Nation vs, the United States veforé the Court 
of Claims, No. 12742,-ag a childless reservee in a list of claimants 
on Colonel Geo. W. Martin's Registersunder the 14th article of the 
treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek, said name having been listed October 
21, 1835. You conclude, however, that the evidence submitted does 
not show that the ancéstor fron whom these applicatts claim descent 
is identical in person with the Choctaw whose name appears on Col. 
Martin's register. 

Reporting in. the matter May 7, 1903, the Acting Commission- 
er of Indian Affairs stated: 

"An éxamination of the records of this office has been made 
with reference to the names Che-+kach-you or Che-ka-chyo, Jesse Bran- 
Lett, Louis Bramlett and Ellen Jane Bramlett: and Ellen:Jane Cammack 
and it is discovered that nome of these namés @ppear among the names 
of those who complied or attempted: to comply with the provisions of 
the 14th article of the Choctaw treaty. Neither is there. found the 
name of any Indian’ who received. benefits under the L4th*articke of * 
the treaty whose name is similar to that of the hame of the original 
ancestor claiméd in this case, Cheskach-you. ‘These being the facts T 
recommend that the decision’ of the Commission rejecting the applicants 
be approved." 

The Department concurs in the Acting. Commissioner's recom= 


méndation, an@ ‘your decision is heréby affirmed. A copy of the Acting 





Commissioner's letter is ‘inclosedi 


Respectfully 
(SIGNED). THOS. RYAN, 
Acting Secretary. 
1, incloéures 


Pate 





Land 23880-1903. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE EMT aRZOR | 
OFFICH OF INDIAN AWFATRS. 
WASHINGTON, °° May ar 


The Honorable, 

The Secretary of the Interior. 

Sir: 

T have the honor to transmit herewith record of the Commission 
to the Five Civilized Tribes in the matter of the application of Mar- 
garet Hunt for herself and her two (2) minor children Ratti and Elsie 
Hunt; Malinda Persfull for herself and her four (4) minor children 
Myrtle, Henry, Walter and Jasper Persfull; Lena Million for herself 
“and her three (3) minor children Ellie, Marshall and Duke Million; 
Louis Bramlett for himself and his minor children Myrtle, Claud, Le- 
lar, Estle and Harrigon Bramlett; Zora Bramlett Vannoy for herself 
and her minor children Clarence, Clara and Classie Vannoy; Tilmon 
Bramlett for himsel?; Munroe Bramlatt for himself; Richard Bramlett 
for himself; and Dumpie Leander Bramlett for himself for Qdentifica+ 
tion as Mississippi Choctaws wherein a decisfon was rendered by the 
Comniiseton adverse to the applicants on February 6, 1903, 

The record in this case shows that the applicants based their 
oisinetes identification on their descending from Che-kach-you or 
Che~ka-ch:'o a full blood Choctaw Indian ana various descendants, 


Jesse Bramlett, Louis Bramlett, Bllen Jane Brame (> _nee—Camniack 





from the full blooa Indian wife of Jesse Bramlett, name unknown. It 
‘is alleged that one or more of these ancéstors were citizens of the 


Choctaw Nation east of the Mississippi in 1830, were heads of fami< 


FA, SOs 





" ies and “ay such ‘partioipated tt the benefits provided’ for by .the 
14th article of the Choetiiw Treaty. The. Gecsiteat on Fejected the ap- 
pliéation for the reason that thé danoestard hamed ld: not appear on 
thé List of those: persons who complied or attempted to comply with 
the 14th article of the Choctaw treaty and ‘thereunder received bene= 

“fits, 


Mey examination of the records of this office has been madé. with a 


betéronda to the names Che+Kach-you or Che-ka-chyo, Jesse Branieth, Loud 
Ray's 


Bramlett™: f 
and Ellen Jane Bramlett and Ellen Jane Cammask.and it is @iscovered 


that none of these names’ appear among the riames of théeé who complied 
Or attempted to comply with the provisions of the lAth.article of the 
Choctaw treaty. Neither is there found the name of any Indian who 
received benefits under the 24th article of the treaty whose name is 
Similar. to that of the name of the original ancestor*claim in this 
case, Che-kavh-you. These being the facts I recommend that the deci- 
sion of the Commission rejecting the’ applicants be approved. 

Very Respectfully, 

(SIGNED) A. 0, TONNER, 


Acting. Commissioner. 








COPY. Me0,R, 6882 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, Hovenber 4, 1903. 


Margaret Hunt, 

Poohahontas, Arkansas. 
Dear Madan: ° : 

You are hereby notified that on the 27th day ef Oetoder, 
1903, the Secretary of the Interior affirmed the decision of this 
Commission refusing the applications for identification as Misatesip- 
pi Choctaws of the several persons inoluded in the consolidated oase 
of Margaret Hunt et al., of which decision you were advised by reg 
istered mail on the 6th day of Yebruary, 1903. 

Respeotfully, 


(SIGNED), 








OOPY; W. C. Re 5881 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, November 4, 1903, 


Thomas & Harrison, 
Attorneys at Law, 
Muskogee, Indian Territory. 
Gentlemen: 
You are hereby notified that on the 27th day of October, 


1903, the Seoretary of the Interior affirmed the decision of this 


Commission refusing the applications for identification as Mississip- 
pi Choctaws of the several persons included in the consolidated oase 
of Margaret Hunt et al., of which decision you were advised by reg- 
istered mail on the 6th day of February, 1903. 

Respeotfully, 


GNED). 








COPY« weg.R. ener 


Muskogee, Indiah Territory, November 4, 1903. 


> 


Mansfield, MoMurray & Cornish, 
- Attorneys for Cheataw and Chickasaw Wat ions, 
Bouth NeAlester, Indian Territory. | 


Gentlemen: 


You are hereby notified that on the 27th day of October, 


1903, the Seeretary of the Interior affirmed the decision of thie 
Commission refusing the applications for identification as Miseiasip- 
pi Chootaws of the se¥eral persons inoluded in the consolidated case 
of Margaret Hunt et al., of which decision you were advised by mail 
on the 6th day of February, 1903. 

Respectfully, 


(SIGNEVL? 








The evidence in this case is very unsatisfactory and conflicting. Some of the applicants endeavor to 
connect their cases with that of the descendants of one Che-ka-chyo, but it is impossible to tell in 
view of the conflicting statements what relation, if any, the said Che-ka-chyo was to these applicants. 
In view of the fact that the oldest applicant, Margaret Hunt, MCR 5581, (and the only applicant who 
has filed any documentary evidence) does not mention Che-ka-chyo, and in said documentary evidence 

no mention of that name is made, the cases of these people are consolidated under Jesse Bramlett, as a 


common ancestor, all the applicants agreeing-upon him as an ancestor and their statements not being 


conflicting as to relationship. Reference is made to-the consolidated case of Alice Gardner, et al., 


MCR 5574, descendmts of Che-ka-chyo, in which case no reference is made to any of the parties whose 


cases are consoOlidated herein. 
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No oO. 81 


F For Identification as a Mississippi Choctaw. ’ 


Dute WAY 17 1902 
Name Marco ES 
age F Blood 73 
Father: Sons Snare, aA 
Mother Baw, VR on c A 
Claims through 





Stenogra one Vle, Affe 

















rives, 
902 


Siatinien axe 


RarPison ’ Bramiett 


W, Ms Moskos appeared at examination ad Attorney 
for iach tah 


Louie Brawlett, after being auly siern, testified as 
folleme: : ; 


Eramifiation sd the Coma se on. 


Q. What is your tsakal? i: Leake Beatin 
Q. How old are you? A, Tt am thir’ 


What is at 7A, Pe ny 
pe hahha ived there? Ay I have iff reel 


Be Arkansas, 
Fee fon aa = 
cz Yaga 








; oa are a the Ege 
citisen of ate _ sae tat oi ak ities in the 
Territery? 





«ef 


- 


Q 
Q 
Q 
g 
Q 
Q 
Q 
a 
Q. 
-& 
g 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
q 


Leeea : 


Is shaq Cheatew Indian or 


eharriage of ywer father and mother 


oem” Serrtee A. They were 
; Ay Te y_ wiry ae 
wife 11 oh. Yew, wir. 
: ite weman? A, She iss white 
is her name? A. Ida Bramiett. 


You de not wake any claim fér her, de you? A. Bo 


wires. ¥ 
4 ony. minor children you want to make application fer? 
» air. ; 
A, I have five, 
hey #1) unmarried and wider age?.A, Yous, sir. 
eo me the tam ¢ the el@eut.one? A, Myrtle Branlett, 
old is she? A, Ten ‘es old, 
ene? A, Glaud Br +. 
Ie the a bey? A. Yea, sir, 
How old? A. Seven yearscld, 
The dext one? A. Lelay Bramiett. 
Hew 6147 A, Five years old, 
Bey or girl? A. She isa girl. 


The next ens? A, Eetle Bramlett, a bay. 


How el€ is he? A. Thies years oid. 

The mext ene? A, It dm hae neo name yet, 

You will have te give it .somé name? A. We will call him Harri- 
orn Pl guavaupen Abidteey f00 Aggiiecnt ented.) 

reupen y for s ‘ 

How o14 is earrinea? Ai veer @ays old, 

You elaim fer yourself and thege children’ A, Yes, sir. 

Ie Léa Bramlett the mother ‘of these children? A. Yes, sir. 

And you are their father? ‘A. Yoo) sir. 

Arethey all living with you at your heme, and you end your 
wife are living tegether as husband and wife? A. Yes, sir. 

Wore éither yeu or your wife married before you married each 
ether? A. No; sir, 


. Have the proef of the mafriage ef yourself and wife with 


. Have you ever made application for thee nrollmnt eof 


your. A, Ne, zeir. 
Cm you intreduce it later, if given time’ A. Yes, sir. 


Thirty Gays willbe allewed for that purpese. 


Ie your mame or the makes 6f any of your children on ef 
the tribal rolls ef the Chectaw Nation in Indian’ T tery? 
A, No; eir. ‘“ ae ay 
and children as citizens of the.Chectaw yation eitherg te 
the Sretas. ibal authorities or the United States @uahori- 
ties in Indian jhaokek rad 1 A, Mo, wiry idontae | 

Have you ever madeapphication for enroliment of y oursqht smi 





Congress ‘of 10, Lepe? Wo, & : + mere “ 

MEStlon Sonny authority, eaatever eters this thee f4y 7eur~ 

oa to ‘authority aver e 8 - 

self aud chitarent As Woyveire. ' ™ 

Neitar yeu ae meet ehilérem have ever been aduitted te oi tizen- 
—_ in the otaw Hation by authdrity whatever? A. Ne, 
sir. y ‘ 

De yeu now geome before the Comisssion te be identified and te 
eK Od B Gey five miner children as Missiad ppi Chectawa? 
A. es, Ta, ‘yA $ 





7 


Q. De you claim under article fourteen of the treaty of 38307 


A. Yes, sir. ; s 
Q. Do you waderstand that artiele of that treaty? A. I think I 
understand seme of it. 


The treaty of 1830 was made between the United States 
Government and the Choctaw Indianwat a place in Missisappi called 
Dancing Rabbit Greek, em the 27th day-of, September, 16350. The eb- 
jeet the treaty was te remove as far as possible all the Indians 
frem the olé Choctaw Nation east 6 f the Mississippi River te the 
Cheetaw watio® in Indian Territery. Befere. the treaty was signed 
it became known that a great many Chettaw Indians would refu se te 
co from that Old Chectaw gation to Indian Territory, aid in erder 
to protest the interests of thése whe stayed back article fourteen 
was drawn up and put into the treaty, 


That article reads as folews: 


"Each Chectaw head of a family being desirous te remain 
and becoms a citizen of the States shall be permitted to de m by 
8 ing his intentien te ths Agent within six months frem the 
ratifieatien of this Treaty, and he or she siell thereupen be en- 
tithd to a reservation of one section ef six hundred md ferty 
acres of Bnd to be bownded by sectional lines of survey; in like 
manner shall be entitled to one half that quantity fer each uwumr- 
ried child which id living with him over ten years ef age mé a 
quarter section te such child as my he under ten years. ef age, to 
adjeim the location of the parent. If they reside upen said lands 
inten te begome citizens of the States fer five years after 
the ratificatien ef thés treaty, in that case a ges iw f¢e simple 
shali issue. Persons who claim under this article shall net lose 
the privilege of a Cheotaw citizen, but if they ever remese are 
not to be entitled te any pertion ef the Shectaw amuity." 


Q. Do you mew if any of your ancestors a lied or attempted te 
coupey with the provisions of articie of that treaty of 
18 A, No, sir. 
Do ve understand that arti¢le well eneugh te claim under it? 
A. en, 8 Te 
What is the name ef your ancester throughwhom yeu claim the 
right to be identified as a Mississippi Chectaw? A, Jesse 
Bramlett. 
What relationwas he to you? A. He was my father's great-crand- 
father. 
Your father's great-grandfather? A. Yes, sir. 
What relation is yargaret Hunt to yeu? . My aunt. 
Are you sure Jesse Bramlett was your father's great-grandfather? 
A. No, he was my father's grandfather, 
After you have theught ever it and refreshed the matter in 
your m mory, you now that he was veer father's grandfather, 








How much Chedtaw bleed 414 he have? A, I have bem taught by 
my parents that hewas a full biood, 

Did he live in Mississippi in 1630? A. I have heard se. 

Did he have a family in sissippi at that time? A. Yes, sir. 

ae ees the head ofa family in Mississippi in 1850" A. 
Cm, Ts 





You olaim thro yeur father? A, Yes; sir. 

Did-he live in Missigappi? Ay Mo, sir, ° 

nee one “+ go he be if, living new? A. He would be sixty years 

Where was he born? A, In Sprifigfield, Miseguri. 

: eer rea thr anak his fatness < You, .#ir.: a 
st was s father's name? A,’ Bramlatt. 
. And he wasa son of Jeane Brame+ ? Ay Yow, oir. 

Did you ever hear that Of your ancestors except your father 
John Bramlett was bebn Misgiesippi? A. Yes, air, my grand- 
father Louis Bramlett was on ‘in’ Mississippi. 

How old would Louis Bramiets be if living méw? A. I have no idea 

how old ha would be. ae 

Have any of your relatives been before th ¢ Commission to make 
application before thi date? A, No, sir, 

Margaret Hunt is your aunt? <A. Yes, sir. 

Would.you like te haye your dase consolidated with hers and all 
otmrs claiming under the seme common ancestor? A, Yes, sir. 

No. 5581, the case of wargaret Humt, is here r eferred 
for the purpese ef consolidation, : 


Did any ef your Choctaw aneesters own or claim amy. land in Mis- 
sissippi or Alabama in the 014 Choctaw wat ien under article 
14 of the treaty of 18307 A. T think Bo. 

Can you give the particulars of that land; whe thr the re- 
ceived it from the government or not? « I. could net, 

Q. Have you any othr evidence you want to intreduceat this time 
in reference to that matter ? A. No, sir. 

Md my of your Chectaw ancestors own any improvements on 
land in the o1d Choctaw vation in Mississippi and Alabama in 
1830° A. Not that I know of. 

- Did any of your Chectaw ancestors go between the years 16535 ani 
1838 and 1840 from the old Choctaw Nation east of Missi asippi 
River to the Choctaw Nation in Indian Territery withthe ether 
Indians? A. I don't knew. 

Did any of your Choctaw ancestors go to the United States Indian 
Agent, Col. William Ward, within six months from the ratifi- 
cation of the treaty of 4830, and tell him thay wanked te stay 
in Missisa@ppi, take lands there and become citizens of the 
States? A. I don't know. ~~ 


In 1637 as well as fh 1842. commissions were appointed 
by congress ands ent te oak So to hear claiamants under arti- 
cle 14 of the treaty of 1630, The reason these two commissions 
were appointed: was beaausé certain Choetaw Indians went te Col. 
Ward under the proevistens of the treaty ef Dancing pabbit Creek 
and attempted to comply with the requirements of artiele 14, by 


at . . 





states. Col, Ward refused to, put the mames ef many of them upon 
hig list, known as "Ward's Register", mdas a result ef this re- 
fusal many of them lest beth their land and improvements, for veth 
were taken frem them by the government andsold at its public lanl 
sales, These two éommissions went t o Mississippi te hear the 
claims of those who had been thus refused by Cel. Ward and had lest 
their land. 


Q@. Do yeu knew whether any of your Chectaw ancestors went before 
either of these commissiogs and claimed any benefits. under 





heara. they dia. ees 8 
ne you .any ether avidenee, Fa want se Antreduae a ‘ te, 
5 ae ae sig at *dy? oP net } y's Ly bhai i 
Qi Dé. you want any tier 
support Pages your: a 


“Thirty ange. ‘thas ‘isk: be  eohne sd iy ‘for that’ purjoee, 


Q. De. you apesk wr \idderstand the et ? Ae Md) ear. 
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Qe ve you want healt case oonsettanted. with fera? Ay You, bir, 
Peete yt Bee Ws Me. Iarrison. 
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Thisa pplidant tas the sarancs and physical @tarae-. 
terieatics of being descended from white parentage; he has blue eyes, 
brown hair, and medium fair complexign, being semewhat sunburnt at 
this time. He dees not understand the Choctaw language and has 
no knowledge of a .s@mpliansé on the part of his ancestors with 
the provisions ef article. 14 of the treaty ef 18350. 





&, Ai sents: be duty Sworn, states em his sath that 
as stenographer to the Co on. te the oo te cael Manes Tribes he 
reperted the foregeing pree en May 2 } aud that. the 
foregoing isa true ‘ado orreat oript fo a erenerente 
motes in sane, to the best of Ris. ‘now edgn and apild 


ia 


Subscribed and swern te we fore ne s this ARs day of May, 1902. 





Wenile,tA arr E> 


Notary Public. 





WOR. 5682, 


Mugkogee, Indian’ Territéry, February 6, 1903, 


Loul@ Braniett, 

Be Pocahontas, Arkansas, 

Dear sir: 
You aré hereby advised that on the 6th day of Yobruary, 1908, 

thé) commission.to the Pive Civilized Tribes rendered a déeciaion in the 

Consolidated case of Margaret Hunt, et al., embracing the following 

applications for identification as Mississippi Chootaws: 


ome iy Hunt, et aly, Mio, Ry §581 
Walinda Persfull, et .al., M.C.R. 5686 
Lena Million, et ali, MC. R. 5586 
Louis Breadlett, et-al., MsO.R, 9582 
Zora Braniett Vannoy , 6t aly, MeCeRy 5641 
Tilmadn Bramlett, M, OvR, 5642 
Monroe Bramlett, MGR. 5645 
Richard Branlett, M.C.Ry 5644 
Dumpie Leander Bramlett, Me GiR. 5646. 


“These epplicetions were made: under the previeion of the Act 
8 Oongrens of Mure 268, 1698 (30: Stata. ;! 495), wWrigh is as follows: 


, "Said COmnisvion: shall have authority. $0. determine the 
identity of Choctaw Indians claiming righte’: in the Chodtew 
lente under article fourteen of the treaty between the United 
States..and the Choctaw Nation, concluded September twaenty- 
@eventh, eighteen hundred and thirty, and.to that end may .ad- 
‘mintipter oaths, examine witnesses, and perform all other acts 
Snterier® thereto, and. make report to the Secretary of the 

: ‘nterior,* 








2 
a 


“It is ‘therefore ‘the opinion of this Commiasion that. the 
evidence henein. ia insufficient to determine the identity of 
Margaret Hunt,,- etek! ny Bisie Tunt, Malinda yy Seine Sl Myrtle 


Pe Perefuls iter Persfial, Jasper Perefuid, Lene 
“iliien, ‘mite’ usliten ania renal min eons by se Louie 


NT . Soap 6p Ph 
Pee | al ys 





Bramlet t, Myrtie Bramlett, Claud Bramlett, Lelar. Bramlett, 
Bramlett, Harrison Bratlett, Zora Bramiett Vannoy, Clarence 
Clara Vanuey, Claseie Vannoy, Tilmon Bramlett, Monroe ae 
pe yreer be Bramlett and Dumpie Le moor Branlett as Choctaw. Ind 
tled. te ta. oy Li Chont: , ae wr he «3 ravies 


tis Shae She acaatonttane. or caste ti 


a6 refuse Ts 80 ordered y#- 


You are further aiviesd that you wtii be allowed fifteen 
@aye from the date hereof within which to file arguments in thig 
office, and that at. the expiration of gaia time the papers in the case, 
“POgether with such arguments, will be forwarded to the Secretary of 
the Intérior thro: sh the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 


Reapeot fully, 


"PRIGNED! 
CO. &}. Breckinridoe. 
Commissioner in charge, 


"AHORA IY BL Deck aba tag) he th bail 
P 








M.C.R. 5862. 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, November 4, 1903, 


Louies Breailett, 


: perciutecs, SURNNaho See eee: Pe a 
You are hereby notified that on the 27th Gay of October, 
4903, the Beoretary ef the Interior affirmed the decision of this 
sac mena re fus ing the applicat tons for. identifieation as. Mississ- 
“-tppt! Cheatewe of the several persons ino) used in the consolidated 
qaee. of Margaret Hunt, et al., of whiol deeiaion you were advised by 
“registered mil-on the 6th aay of Yevruary, 1903. 


Respectfully, 


7 a oxy t= a Aaa ih 


Cte it on ipeaive: sata” 
Chairman. 








For Identification as a Mississippi Choctaw. 
MAY 17 1902 
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Department of tie Inter ier . 
Commission oe tne Siva. ivilive Tribes, 
| + 

MC - 6643 - 


*® 


Tn the matter of. ication of Nelson Hammonds for 
identification ax sce a ooh ootaw, 


W, 'M. Karbtien “appeared ag Attorney for Applicant. 


Welacn Pammondt, after being duly swern, testified as 


follows: 


Fzamination by the Commission, 


Q.: What. af your teame?.A. Nelson Hammonds. 
your‘age?. A. I am fifty~ct yenurs oid, 
r pest office address? A. Lindon, © 
fyeu lived there? A. Hine years. 
shite vefere that tine? A, T came’ te Vieksberg, 


« Phere wwou bern? A, T. was born in’ Sonth Carolinay 
then d id ee. Leave Sovth Carclina?. A, quant 14 yuers age, 
, You went . ‘the re to Migs eet ppa? 4. Yes, sir % 
How long did: you. atay an Missi esi ppi? A. Three yearg; or about 
‘three "years, Mig nc sones ig Cum from Mississippi. 
‘ paged thet: Re avtagr he he. Yes, sir. 
your win » Mo 
i a your method tying? be ‘fo, tir 





Ry ste Lon. te Tt ae ieant nov state 
the Commi as} A he at the nae hie: father. 


' father? 





one time; meer Baker, hag mother, wasa slave alse, I wanted 
to take my father's name, but they told me I coulé not, that 
I musy take some neme up, I asked my grandmother what was ny 
grandfather's nam andahe said Jolm Hammonds, andso I took 
the name of Hammnondna, 

Q What was your mother's name? A, Rose Fleyd. 

Qe ‘aw your grandfather, John Baker, a slave at one time? A, My 
grandfather vasa Blave, but my father was not a shaye. I 
meant to s that my father was not a slave, but my grandfathr 
was. My father's name wa # John Baker, 

Why ag notyour father ea slave? A, His mother was an Indian 
womans Hie father mrried an Indian woman and all the ehildren 
were born free, after ohrenother, 

Was Rese Floyd a sliave? A. Yes, sir. 

Were youa slave’ A, Yes, sir. 

You olaim through which parent? A. Threugh my father. 

How much Cheoetaw blood do you olaim? A, cannot tell, 

Don't yeu know? A, My grandfather was @ full blood, 

Well, now, can't you figure that out? A, I weuld think I was 
about onc~-half, 

You nha through your grandmother who was a full blood? A. 

Yeg, sir. 

And you claim through your father” 1. Yos, sir, 

Tf hile mother was a full bloed he would have one-half, wouldn't 
he? A. Yes, and I would haveone-quarter. 

Then you @laim ene-fourth Chootaw blood? A, yes, sir, 

Was your father ever reeegnized in a way or enrolled as a 
Chectaw India by the Shootaw tribal authorities or the 
Nea ec aca hgh i in Indian Territory? A, Not that I 
know of. 

Were your father and mother married? “\. Yes, sir. 

Nave you the proof of their marriage with you? A. No, sir, 

They did not haye any record of the marriages in thos days, did 
they? Your mther being a slave har marriage was not recerded 
was it? A TI reekon net, 

They did not havea license to marry did they? A, They never 
had any licenses in South carolina, and they don't have 
licenses to marry in South Carolina now; they never did have. 

They had no proof of marriages there: A. None only witnesses to 
4% 


Do vou think you ean prove thier marriage? A, I knew! can, 


hirty days will be. allowed for that pu pose, 


Whet is your wife's nam? A. Viny Hammonde, 

IS she living? A, Yes, sir, 

Wiat is her bleod or nationality? A,She is colored blood; an 
African woman, 

Ne you inake any claim for her? A. No, air. 

. Have you any children? A, No, sir, 

You just apply for yourself alone? A, Yes, sir. 

Ie your name on any of the tribal rolle of the Choctaw Nation 
in Indian Territory? A, No, six. 

YIid you ever mike application for enrollliment ae a citizen of 
the Choctaw Yation to the Choctaw tribal authorities? A, No, 
sir, 

Did you ever mke@ pplication to the Conmiasion te the Five Cive 
iged Tribes for citizenship in the Choctaw yation under the 
act of Congress of Jime.10, 186967 A, No, sir. 

Q. Is this the first application of any kind yeu have ever made 
for ocitizenghip in the Chootaw yation? A. Wes, sir, 
Q » You have never bem admitted to oitiseriship in tne Chect aw 








‘Nation by the Cemmissien to the Five Civilized Tribes or by 
sae Mmited States court in Indian Territery, have you? A, No, 
$s Te * 
Q. Do you now come before the Commission to identify yourself as a 
Wiesiest ppt Choctaw? A , Yous, sir. 
QR. Do you claim undcr artiole 14 6f the treaty of 16307 A, Yes, sir 
Q, Do you understand that artiole of that. treaty’ A. No, sir. 


The treaty of 1839 was made betwen the Unkted States 
gov ernment and the Cheotaw Tidiams at @ place in Missisa ppi 
called Dancing ,abbit Creek, on the 27th day of September, 1630, 
The object of the treaty was t@ remove all the Choctaw Indians 
from + 014 Choctaw Nation east of the Mississipy1 River te the 
Choctaw xatieon in Indian Territory, Before the treaty we signed 
it became known that a ereat nany Choctaw Indians would refuse to 
go frem the old Choctaw Nation to the Choctaw Wation in Indian 
Territory, and in order te protect the interests of those who 
rere ined dn Wissiseippi and Alabama article fourtem was drawn up 
and put into the treaty of 18350. 


Articole fourtean woads as follows: 


*fach Thectaw hcad of a family being desirous to remain 
aad become a citizen of the Stat es shall be permitted to do do by 
signifying his intention to the Agent within six months from the 
ratifioation of this treaty, and he or me shall thereupon be en- 
titled to » reservation of ones ection of six hundred and ferty 
anres of land to be bounded by sectional lines of survey; in like 
manner shall be mtitled to one half that quantity fer each urmar- 
ried child which ts living with him over ten years of age, and a 
quarter section to such child as may be under ten years of age, to 
adjoin the location ef the parent. If they reside upon said lands 
intending to become citizens of the States for five years after 
the ratification of this treaty, in that case a grant im fee simple 
siall issue, aid reservation shall include the present improve- 
ment of the head of the family or a portion of it... Persons whe 
claim under thisarticle shall net lose the privilege of a Chootaw 
citizen, but i? they ever romeve are not to be entitled to any 
pertion of the Choctaw annuity." 


Q, Do you know whether any 0? your ancestors complied with the 
provipiona of that article? A {heard that my grandmother 
Say aom?thing about it, She died in 1676; I don't know if 
they complied with it or not, 
What did your hear yow grandnother say? A. She said, "Son, I 
will draw some money some of these days." 
Did you hear her say anything about owning any lands? A, No, sir. 





Do yeu undorestam thatjarticle o 2 y is } ie 

Do you understand it well enough to claim under it? A, I think 
T do, 

That is the name of-7your andostor through whom you claim the 
right toa be Adentified as a Mississivpi Choctaw? A. Nancy 
Baker. 

What relationw2s8 she to yon, A, My grandmother. . 

How much. Choetaw blood dia she claim ‘4, Shewas a full bio. 


° 





Did she live in Vississippi in 1830? A, I cannot tell yeu. 

Did she ever live in Migsisd ppi? A. Yes, sir, 

Did che huve w family of children in Missisa ppd? A. Yes, sir. 
Sie had ahbeut six ohildren, 

Did exe any of them livel there iy Missisd ppi in 1850? A. I 
hav2 heard thet they @id, sir. 

You claim that yancy Baker wad living in Viesisappi in 1830? 
A. ‘Yes, gir. 

Did your father ever live in Vississippi? A. Yes, sir. 

He went from Mississippi to South Carolina? A. tes, air, 

Q. Yas he bor: in Missinsivps”? A, Yee, sir, He was the oldest child. 

Q Didany of your Choctaw ancestors ow amy Lands or claim any 
lanis in Wiesiesippi in 1830? A. Notte my knowing. 

Q. Did any ef then claim any lands under article 14 of the treaty 
of 1230? A. Not to my knowing. 

Did any of your Choctaw antestors ever own any improvements on 
lands in Mississippi or Aiabam under article fourtem of the “ 
treaty of 1830? A I don't mow. 

Did any of your Chectaw ane vetors go within six months from the 
ratification of the treaty ef 1850 to Col. William Ward 
the Tnited States Agent in Misseissippi, and te 1 him that 
they wantedte stay, take lunds and become oitisens of the 
States? 4, T dontt know. 

Did ary of your Chectay ancestors go from that old Choctaw 


Nation east of the Eine tual $73 River to the Choctaw ywation in 


Tncian Territory with the other Indians who went between 1833 
ard 183% and 18 4097 A. Rot that T know of. 


The Chectaw T dians who remained in Vissiseippi after 
the ratification of the”treaty ef 1830 wore required, if they 
waited?o takeadvuitage of the provisions ofarticle 14 of that 
treaty, 1 go within six months from the ratification of that 
treaty to the United States Indian Agent and #11 him they wanted 
to stay, tax lends and become citizens of the States. A great 
mny Choctaw Indims did this whose names Col. WilliamdWard, the ™ 
governmen agent, fediled or refused to place upon his list, known 
as "Ward's Register". His negleet to do this caused a ahaha many 
Choctaw Indian» to lose beth thelr lands and improvements, for 
beth were taken from them by the Government ands old. This caused 
go many complaints that congress by an aot of yarch 3, 1837, ap- 
peinteda commission whichwent to Mississippi and heard claimants 
under article 14 of the treaty of 1830 In 1842 another commission. 
was appointed by congress whieh went to Vississippi and also heard 
claiumants underarticle 14 of the treaty of 1830, Both commissions 
made liste of the names of thise who came before them. 





Q. Did any of ,our Choc tay SEOs Le o4 ot: of 
missions unde laim any benefits under article 14 of the 
treaty of 1830 A, Not to my knowing, 


By the act of Congrese of August 23, 1842, lit was provida- 
ed that if any Choctaw Indian proved ‘hat he md been before Col, 
Ward andc omplied orattenpted to comply with the provisiogs of 
articie 14 cf the treaty of 1830, and had ied lande or improvenents 
t ken from him by the government and sold because of the refusel 
of Col, Yard te place his name on the list, he shevld receive a 
oF ifionte which would eatitied him to seleet other lamis from the 
capant government lands in Wes! aeippi, Touisiana, Alabama, or 





: arkanias intiins, to take the pide ‘ef:tante that nad hoon taken trem him 
a Lai These Poe Feo Bagh eg scrip, 
Q+ Did any $f your anGesitere recéivs any of this word y ene 
na ‘ gOverMent : Proc ta Ends ana? A. washes . “fang: : 
Q: Do you peak the Chastaw language? A, No, #ir, fe 
@. ni’ yOu amy other evidence yeu want t.o-preseit now? &.. Wo, 
sir, 


Q. De. you wait anyother ‘tte in which +e presénteyidencea i suppest 


Thirty days time will de allowed for t hat purpowe, 
Reanination by ¥r. W, W, Farriaen, Mis 


Your knowledge of the fasts you have testified to te gained fran 

- conversation with various tenbers ef your: “aan from 
amily history and traditdioris; 1s {t. nee? - A. o, sir, f 
have héerd most of it from my grandwother. 


This.a ppliesnt has the appearance and physical. character+ 
istics of being. descended from hegre warentage. He dees not wi- 
derstand the. Choctaw Jenpisge and has no lotewledce of any compl4i~ 
ance on the part ef bib ancertors with any’ Of the provid ons of 
article fourtem of the treaty of 1886, 


8. A, Apple, beteg duly swetn, stater on his cath that 
as etcnographer to the Commission tt. the Five Civilized Tribes he 
reported the ferereing rer ebang om May 17, 1902; and that the 

ot. tra 


forefeing i# a true end corre mseript of bin stenegraphic 
note? in sam, t5 the test of his Ymorledce and ability, 


SLA CP fhe, 


Subseribeé andsworn to fere me this 24th day of May, 1902, 


Matter h., slacr-pst 
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ope 
the popadesion of the Comtiguion that he has ever been enrolled by 
the Choptaw {rive autherities as a rember of the Chécten tribe, or 
admitted te Chester citizenship by o duly constituted court or ode 
mittee of the Ghéetaw Nation ér by the Geumission te the Five Civil- 
ined. Trihes, or by & decree of the United States Court tn Indian 
Territery under the provisions of the act of Congress approred June 
“20, 1896 (29 State,, 322), 

Tt is the opinion of the Gemmission that under the 
provision of law above queted 20 fresdman is entitled to identi- 
fiention as & Missigsippi Choctaw, and that the application of 
yelaon Wamiehdi an sndh Mipuld, therefore, be refused, and it 4s 
s0 ordered, 

COMNESSTON TO THR PIV CIVILIZED TRIER, 


Tame BP 1xby, 
Keting Chatrman. 


T,.B. Nee ies. 
Oter. 
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Muskogee, Indian Territory, 





NOV 1. 1907 








M,O.R, 5683. 


COPY 
Muskogee, Indien Territory, Noveuber 1, 1902 . 


Mansfield, Mourray & Cornish, 
Attorneys for the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations, 
Bouth McAlester, Indian Territory. 
Gentlement | 
You are hereby advised that on the first day of November, 
19602, ths Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes rendered a de- 
Cision in the cage of Nelson Hammonds, an applicant for identifica-~ 
tion as a Mississippi Choctar, 
The application was made under the provision of the act of 
Congress of June 88, 1998, (30 Stats,, 495). 
Said decision concludes as follows: 
"It ie the opinion of the Commission that under the pro- 
vision of lew above quoted no freedman is entitled to identi-«- 
fieation as a Mississippi Choctaw, and that the application of 


Nelson Hemmotide as such should, therefore, be refused, and it 
is so ordered,* 


You are further advised that the applicant in this cage has been ', 
allewed fifteen days from the date hereof within which te file ar- 


“ 
guments in this office, and that at the expiration of said time Fe 
the papers in the case, together with such arguments, will be for- : 








Me, tas & Gay 2. 


“* we 


rs a 
be aedtend [Tub yn jen 
Be tae ae ow! he! 


Acting Chairman, 








M.C,R, 5663. 


COPY. 
Muskegee, Indian Territory, November 1, 1902, 


Vv. M Harrison, 
Attorney-at-Law, 
Waskogee, Indian Territory, 
Dear Sir:= 
You are hereby advised that on the lst day of November, 
1902, the Commission te the Five Civilised Tribes rendered a de« 
Cision in the oase of Nelson Hammonds, an applicant for identifi- 
@ation as a Mississippi Choctaw, 
The application was made under the provision of the act of 
Congress of June 28, 1898, (30 Stats., 495),whieh is as follows: 

"Said Commission shall have authority to determine the 
identity of Chectaw Indians claiming rights in thé Choctaw 
lands under article fourtean of the preety. vetwous the United 
States and the Choctaw Nation, concluded September twenty- 
seventh, eighteen hundred and thirty, and to that end may. ad- 
minister oaths, examine witnesses ana perform al] other acts 
necessary thereto, and make report to the Secretary of the 
Interior,* 

Said decision concludes as ‘follows: 

"It is the opinion of the Commission that under the pro- 
vision of law above quoted no freedman is entitled to identi- 
fication as a gab ge Choctaw, ,and that the application of 

art ‘ x ed an o 


Nelson Hammonds as s should, therefors 
is w ordaerea,* 








You are further advised that the applicant in this case has 
been allewed fifteen days from the date hereof within whieh to file 





7 


originentn in this office, and that Br the expiration of. per time 
the papers in the ease), ‘togettiar with gue ‘arguments, wilh. be gore 
warded tor: review te tis’ Seorvtery of the Interior through the 
Comsleeioner of ingtian Affairs, 

Reepeotfudly, 


"BIGNED) 


4 ’ 4 a 
Tape BIPCv: 
Acting Chairman. 


Registered, 








w,0 2.0088. 


GOPY: 
Muskogee, Indian Territery, ‘Sevember 1, 1902, 


Welson Hammonds, 


1 


Yiindon, Oklehoma. 

Dear Sir: 

You are hereby advised that on the firet day of November, 
1902, the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes rendered a de- 
cision in the tase of Nelson Hammonds, an applicant for identifiea- 
tion asp @ Mississippi Chectaw, 

The application was made under the provision of the act of 

Congrees of Tune 28, 1998, (30 Stats., 495), which is as follows: 

“Said Commission ahall have authority te determine the 
identity of Chectaw Indians clgiming rights in the Cheectar. . 
lands under article fourteen af the treaty between the United 
States and the Choctaw Natiofiy conaluded Septenber twenty 
sev nth, eighteen hundred and thirty, \and. te that end’ may ad 
minieter oaths, examine witnesses and \perfore all other aete 
necessary thereto, and ake report to the Seeretary of the 
Intertor,” ‘ : 

Said decision concludes as follows: 

"Tt ig the opinion of the Commission thet under the pre-e 
vision of law above quoted no freedman is entitled to, idensi« 
fication as @ Mississippi Choctaw, and thet the application of 
Nelson Hermonds as such should, therefore, be refused, tnd as 
is go ordered," 


You ae further advised thet you will de allowed fifteen days . 





from the date hereof within which to file arguments in thie effioe, 
and thet at the expiratibn of suid time the papers in the Gase, 
together with euch erfuments, Will be forwarded for review to, the 





" 


Sooretary 
Affeiras 


vk 
ie 
ad 


Registered, 


o 


of the Beatin through the Commissioner of ‘IndS ats 


¢ 


Respectfully, 


‘piGn" 


bl tic CMe eg 
Capmatbighss < 
Acting Chitirmen, -” 








The Honorable, ni” Oe iie OR eis B 


The Secretary of the interior, 


Sir: | ; Hse ue iat 

my Mere 38 thecal ite Reopow th the record in the case of 
Neléen Hammonds ‘a ‘eppligant: ta te. ‘Commission Sor ident ification 
ap 4 Miessssipps Choctaw, inoluaing the decision of the Commission 
of November ‘Dy 1908. 

the Cosimission has the” honor te report that the applicant 

heress, his ‘attorney of reogrd and: the attorneys for the Choctaw 
and, ‘Chidkasan Nations ave: been duly advised by letter of the 


eotion of the Commission, vine of aia letters being attached 
a te th vapor. var - 


Acting Chairman. 


Through the 





Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 


Ine, ¥. C. R. 6583. 





Land. 
69 ,836-1902. COPpy 
meptriseocfeaien apie 
Washington, Feb. 10, 1903. 
The Honorable, 
The Secretary of the Interior. 
Sir: 

There is transmitted, herewith, the record and proceedings had 
before the Commission to the Vive Civilized Tribes in the matter of 
the application of Welson Hammonds for identification as a Missis- 
Ssippi Choctaw. 

On Wovember 1, 1902, the commission rendered a decision in this 
case and refused the identification of the said Nelson Hammonds on 
the groundsthat no freedman is entitled to identification as a 
Mississippi Choctaw. 

The office has examined the record evidence and finds that the 


applicant claims through his father, John Baker, and his grandmother, 


Wancy Baker, but there is nothing in the record which we ae that his 


said grandmother ever received any patent for land under the 14th 
article of the treaty of 1830 or ever complied or attempted to com- 
ply with the provisions thereof, and an examination of the records in 
the office fails to show that she ever received any such patent or 
ever complied with said provisions, by reason whereof the office re- 


commends that the application of said Nelson Hammonds for identifi- 


+ 
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Very respectfully 
A. C, PONNER . 
Acting Commissioner 





D.C. 6804 COPY 
BEPARTMRNT OF THE iNTERIOR. 
WASHINGTON. 
-D. 1562-1903. March 5, 1903. 
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I.T 
LR 
Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes, 
Muskogee, Indian Territory. 
Gentlemen: 

November 17, 1902, you transmitted the record in the matter 
of the application of Nelson Hammonds, for identification as a Missis 
sippi Chootaw (M.C.R. 5583) ineluding your decision of November 1, 
1902, refusing to identify him as such. 

This applicant is a quarter blood Choctaw, and an ex-slave. 
He was born in 1844 in South Carolina. He states that his father, 
John Baker, was a 1f2 blood Choctaw, but not a slave. The latter 
was the son of Nancy Baker who was living in Mississippi in 1830. 
Although a full blood Choctaw she was a slave. 

The testimony as furnished bg the record fails to show that 
this applicant or any of his alleged ancestors, ever complied or 
attempted to comply in person or by proxy, with the provisions of 

article 14 of the treaty of September 27, 1830, or with the subse- 
quent acts relating thereto. 

It further appears that the records of the Government in your 
possession as well as those at the Indian Office, fail to show that 
any person whatever bearing the name of any of the alleged ancestors, 
ever complied or attempted to comply withsaid article or acts. 


The Department is therefore of the opinion, in view of the 





w betore it, that hhis applicant has failed to establish 


Reporting in the matter February 10, 1903, the Acting Gom- 


missioner of Indian Affairs recommended the approval of your decision ; 





A. Copy of his letter ja inoloned: | 


‘Ths Department concurs therein ané your decision is accore- 
ingly effirmed. 
Respectfully, P 


FeLs Campbepl 
Acting Seoretary. 


whats Ab a Hit ee sae, 


& 








You are hereby notified that on the Sth day of March, 1903 
the Secretary of the Interior affirmed the Gecision of this Commis- 
sion, refusing your application for identification as a Mississippi 


Choctaw, of which Gecision you were advised by registered mail on 
the Ist day of November, 1902. 


Respectfully, 








M. C. R. 5583 


PY, 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, Maroh 19, 1903 


¥. H. Harrison, 
Attorney-at-Law, 
Muskogee, Indian Territory, 
Dear Sir: 

You are hereby notified that on the Sth day of March, 1903 
the Secretary of the Interior affirmed the decision of this Commission 
refusing the application of Nelson Hammonds, for identification as a 
Mississippi Choctaw, of which decision you were advised by registered 
mail on the lst day of November, 1902. 

Respeotfully, 








M, OC. R. §583 


PY 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, Maroh 19, 1903. 


Mansfield, MoMurray & Cornish, 
Attorneys for the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations, 
South MoAlester, Indian Territory. 
Gentlemen: 

You are hereby notified that on the Sth day of March, 1903, 
the Secretary of the Interior affirmed the decision of this Comnis- 
sion, refusing the application of Nelson Hammonds, for identification 
as a Mississippi Choctaw, of which decision you were advised by 
mail on the lst day of Bovember, 1902. 

Respeotfully) 


e 
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For Identification as a Mississippi Choctaw. 
ae MRAZ 0909 
Name Atlee. Meampronds 
Age OH Bloor 1. Onan Cigars Vey { 
Post-Office, HE Lrcolon. ONba. , 
Father ao nee (Sora ol | 
Mother: Kes QR FLoy a, A 
Claims through feta : 
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tree 
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Tn the wntter ef the application of Lula Brown, et al,, 
for identifiention as Missiesippi icant Ms. R.BSG4, . 


ws 


List of papers forwarded to the Secretary of the Interior 
¢compriging the record in the case. of 
Iula Brown, et al. 


(Page} 
Original application ef Inula Brown 
before ton denen oes: Camianion for aédnti 
as Misciastent Cheetaws ie ee ee wget ne na ae 
Joint affidavit of Shade Brow and Jenett Brown .,. o> 46 
Deoision of the Gommission ‘Tifoting she application 


of Imla Byown, et al., for identirc ion as 
Mis giasippi Choeteias.: sc: edeer, eT eee ECE Se Te Pee Tek 


PPR OSes + oe 








Comms agign ie, te the ran te tne Baie 8 Fim 
Maskages, I. T,, May 27, 


uO ~ 6584 - 


eco wewes Pain meres 


Xm the matter the & tien ef Idla ee al the 
faentifivation ef herself and Ker five miner children, Luther 
Brown, Pontious Brew, sie Brown, ‘ar Brewn, and Burniss 
Brewn, ae Mississippi ° 


W. M. Harrigen appeared as Attorney for Applicant. . 
a 


Lula Browl, after being duly sworn, testified se follows: 


Examination by the Commission, 


Q. What petty ond 


Oklahoma. 
Q. ey “aon har + nere only bean in Shawmee 


bat have: Ween im Oktahom, about nine 
wa," 


Where 444 you live before ate a ir Georgia. 
wre ye pern in Georgian? Ay YX, 
[je sem UsErEg: ‘A Yes, sir. 


Q,. What is yew nang? As a Br 
Q. How olf are gent ie Pe aE etiee ° pace old, 





In your ather ivi Y, He way three months age 
I heard free + 4 
Is is yew mother: 22 


pte ther} qua? A, at 
. You Bee th ane”, - ‘ 

db yo eiats A, It is eithr oene-thiré 
war roe sane don't noe phteh: 





Has your father ever been spores pope im any way or enrolled as 
@ citizen of the Choctaw Nation either by the Choctaw tribal 
authorities or the United States authorities in the Indian 
Territe A. Ne, sir. 

Have zon @ proof of the marriage of your father and mother? 
A. No, not with me now. 

They never married by @ minister and under a license, did 
they? A. I don't suppose they did, 

Were they beth slaves? A, Yes, sir. 

; rh oe mecording to the custom among slave people? 

» Yes, sir, 

Do you know when they were married, that is, when they were 
married aceerding to their custom? A. I can give close te the 
year, I think it was the year the war clmesed, ! 

Do you know where they were married? A. It was in Georgia, 

I think in Dooley county. 

Do you know the date? A. I do net. 

Were they married before they were freed? A, Yes, sir. 

Th n it was some time before the emancipation that they were 
married? A. Yes, sir. 

Are you married? A, No, sir; I have been married, but my hus- 
band is dead, ; 

What was his bleed or naflonality? A. He was of mixed blood; 
he was partt Indian part colered, 

What was his Indian blood? A. Creek. 

What was his name? A. Edward Brown. 

How many children have you for which you want to apply? A. I 
have five, 

Is Edward Brown the father of all your children? A, Yes, sir. 

What is the name of your oldest child? A. Luther Brown. 

Hew old is he? A, Sixteen years old. 

What is the name of the next? A, Pentious Brown? 

That a boy? A Yes, sir. 

How old is he? A. Fourteen years old. 

The next one? A. Odessie Brown, 

A girl? A. Yes, sir, 

How old is she ? A. Five years old. 

The hext? A, Alza Brown. ° 

Boy or girl? A. Boy. 

How @l@ A, Three years old, 

The next? A. Burniss Brown, a gash. bey. 

Hew ol? A, One year old. 

Are these children all with you at your home? A. Yesm sir, 

Their father was Edward Brown? A. Yes, sit. 

Is your name or the names of any of your children on any of the 
jerent oe of the Choetaw Wation in Indian Territory? A. 
A. No, ear. 

Did you ever make applicatien for citizenship in the Choctaw 


£2 292 © 
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Nation fer yourself er your children to the Choctaw tribal 





ndian 
Territory? A, No, sir, 

Q Did you ever make application for enrollment ef yourself and 
children as citizens ef the Choctaw Nation to the Commis on 
to the Five Civilized Tribes under the act of Congress of 
June 10, 18967 A. Me, sir. 

Q. Is this the first application you have ever made of any king to 
any authority whatever? A, Yeas, sir. 

Q. You never have been admitted to citizenship with your children 
in the Choctaw Nation by the Choctaw tribal authorities er the 
United States authorities? A. No, sir. 





Q. Do you new come before the Commigsion fer the purpose ef iden 
tifying yourself andy our chiddren as Missiee@ ppi taws, 
shareees _— artiale fourteen of the treaty 1830. A, 

, « tes, sir. 

q. Bo you claim uder artiele fourteen of the treaty of 1830? A. 
A. Yes, sir. I guess wo. 

Q@. Do you umderstad that artiele of that treaty? A. Yes, sir. 


It readsas follews: 


"Rach Choetaw head of a family being désirous to remain 
and become a citizen of the States shall be permittd te do se by 
] ifying his intention to the Agent within six months from the 
ratification of this treaty, and he er she shall thereupon be en- 
titled te a reservation of one section of six hundred and forty 
acres of land te be bounded by sectional limes of survey; in Like 
manner shall be entitled to ene half that quantity fer each unmar~ 
riea child which is living with him over ten years of age and a 
quarter section to such child as may be under ten years of age, te 
adjoin the lecation of the parent. If they reside upon said lands 
int to become oitimens of the States for five years after 
the ratifieation of this treaty, in that case a grant im fee simple 
shall issue, Said reservation shall inelude the present impreve- 
ment of th e head of the family or a portion of it. Persons who 
claim under this article shall not lose the privilege of a Choctaw 


pare deg Maes if they ever remove are to be entitled to any portion 


of the Cheetaw annuity." 


Q. Do yeu bapa tole that article well mough to claim under it? 
A. Yes, sir. 

@. Do you know whether any of your Chectaw ancestors complied or 
attempted te oomply withmy of the proviai ons of that article 
ef that treaty? A. I don't knew. 

Q. What is the name of yeur Cheotaw ancestor through whom yeu 
e@laim the right to be identified? A. My father's grandmother. 

What was her weme? A. Rachel Kendrick. 

. What relation was she te you’ A. My father's grandmother. 

That would be yeur great-crandmother, wouldn't it? A. Yes, sir. 

How mueh Ghoetaw blood did she have? A, She was a full plood, 

. #0 I have beent o14, 

Was the a’ slave? A. I don't kmow, She was captured. 

By whom was she to. Adena A. I don't know. 

Den't you know whether shewas a slave? A. Acoording to my 
lmowledge of what I have beentold; she was stolen and made & 
slave. 

What relation was she to your father? A. She was ny father's 
grandfwther. 

Your father claimed through which parent? A. Through his moth- 

oF, 





Was Rachel Kendrick, a slave, your father's grandmother? A. 
Yes, sir. ? 
Then your father was a slave’? A. Yes, sir. 
Were yeur ancestors slaves back to pachel Kendriek? A, Yes, sir, 
And also on your mother's side were they slaves, too? A. Yes, 
sir, 





seu. Stak Rachel Kendrick was stolen and made a slave? A. “es, 

sir. 

Then shedid net haveany imprevements on lands in Mississippi 
in 18307 A. No, sir. 

Wor she did not own any lands in Missied ppi or Alabama in the 
old Choctaw Nation under articlefourteen of the treaty of 
18307 A. No, sir, 

- And if your ancestors were slaves they oc ould net have gone to 
Col, Ward, the United States Indian Agent, wthin six months 
after the ratification of the treaty of 1830, and have t old 
him they wanted to stay , take lands, and become citizens of 
the States? A, No, sir. 

What is th mame of your ancestor~ -and whem I speak of ancestor 
ZI mean your grandfather, grandmother, great grandfather, 
great grandmother, or father or mother, some kin back in line 
ef descent. What is the name of your ancestor whe lived in 
Mississippi in the old Choctaw yation in 1830 and had a fan- 
ily there? A. Raghel Kendrick. 

Did she havea family of ehildren therce then? A. I don't imow. 
She is the only one I ever Ikmew. 

She is the only one ef your Choctaw ancestors who could have 
complied with the provisions of article fourteen ef 18307 A, 
A. No, I suppose not, 

The question is, did any of your Chectaw ancestors, parti¢cular- 

ly Rachel Kendriek, er from her down to your parents, did any 
of them comply in any way with artiele fourtem of the treaty 
of 1830 A. No, sir; I reckon not. 

Was it possible fer t hem to have complied with the provisions 
of that article of t hat treaty? A. I don't see how they could 
have complied with it. 

- Did any of your Choctaw ancestors, provided they wer e able to 
do so, own any lands or claim any lands in the olf Choctaw 
Nation in 1830? A. No, sir. 

Did any of yeur Choctaw ancestors own any improvements on lands 
in 18350, or claim any rights te lands under article fourteen 
of the treaty of 1830° A, No, sir. 

Did any of them go from the old Ghectaw Nation cast of the 
Missies ppi River to the Choctaw Nation in Indian Territory 
with the other Indians between 1833 and 1838? A. Not te my 
knowledge. 

Did any of them go to Col, Ward, the United States Indian Agent, 
within six months after the ratification of the treaty of 1830 
and tell him they wanted to stay, take lands and become eiti- 
zens of the States? A. Not to my knowledge. 


In 1837 as well as in 1842 gongress appointed committees 
which went to Mississippi and heard claimants under article four- 





teen of the treaty of 1830, Those who went before these cormittees 
were those whe had been before Col, Ward and attempted to comply 
with the provisions of the Treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek and Col. 
Ward hadeither refus ed te enroll them ear to make a record of their 
names, When thay proved up their rights to benefits under article 
fourteen of the treaty of 1830 and that they had been before 

Col. Ward signifying their intention to stay and take lands and 
become co itisens of the States, they were given other lands to take 
the place ef the lands which the Government had taken from than 
and sold because ef the failure of Col. Ward to place their names 
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This searip was od utter authority ef the act of Congress of 
Auguat 23, 160R? A, . 

Have of Telativés appeared before the Commission vere 
snes ime to be idefitified as Mississippi Choctaws? Ay Wo, 
Sirs } 

Do ,0U Speak the Choctaw language? A. No, sir, 

Have you any testimony or other evidence you want te intreduce 
in suppert of your claim? A, Ket now, 

Do you want any time in which to introdase other evidenee in 
support of your appligation? A, Yes, sir. 


Thirty days will be allowed the applicant in which to 
present other evidences im suport of this application, 


This applicant haa the FP arance and phy#ieal sharacter- 
istics of being descenmded from African parentage; her eyes, hair, 
and ¢ lexion all indiomt® that she is of African desce She 
has no knowldge of the Ghestan language and 
compliance on the part ef Ker ancestors with 
of articlefourteen of the treaty of 1830. 


S, A. Apple, Being duly sworn, on his om states that 
as stenographer to the Commisgien tothe Five Giv ed Tribes he 
reported the foregoing procesdings en May 17, 1902; and that the 
foregoing is a true and eorredt tran soript of his stenographic 
notes in same, to the west of his knowledge and ability. 


Subseribed andsworn te te fore me this 17th day of May, 1902, 


5 Vl 2 Lowney 1 


Notary Public. 
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seventh, eighteen hundred and thirty, by reason of being desesndents 
of oue Rashes) Kendriek, who is alleged to have been a full bloc 
Chectaw Indian and to have resided in Mississippi in eighteen hundred 
ené thirty. 

It further appears fron the evidence sulmitted in support 
Cf gnid appliention, and fram the records in the pemsession of the 
OCeunission, that mene of nid applécints hao ever deen enrolled 
by the Choetar tribal authorities as a mexber of the Choctaw Tribe, 
oF admitted te Chester citizenship by a @uly constituted gourt er 
@amittee of the Cheater Nation, or ty the Commission to the Five 
Civilized Trites, er by a decree cf the United states Gourt in 
Indian Tervitery, under the provisions ef the act of Congress ap~ 
proved Tune WO, 1896 (20 State. ,481). 

10 dees net appear fron the testimey and evidence offered 
$m support of enid epphieutien, or fram the reeerds in the possession 
of the Comfteion, relating t¢ persons whe @omplied or attempted 
%o comply with the previeiong of said artiole fourteen of the treaty 
of ¢ ighteen hundred and thirty, and t¢ persona who heretcfors 
were slaimants thereunder, thht the said Rachel Kenépiak, or en ané 
@aeter Lens temete, signifies (in parsen or by preny) to Gelonel 

“Wa, Ward, Indien Agent, Ghoeter Agensy, an intention te oomply. with 


Fights thereunder te either of the Gomiseions authetised 46 pdjudi- 
ente such elaine by the acts of Congress epproved Mare 3, 1837 (s 
Stats. ,180) and august 23, 1642 (5 stats. 623), 
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Miss,Chootaw RS584 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, July 2,1908%, 


Thomas & Harrison, 
Attorneys at Law, 
Muskogee, Indian Territory, 


Gentlemens 
Regeipt is hereby acknowledged of your letter of June %, 


inclosing joint sffidavit of Shade Brown and yewett Brown whioh you 


offer in support of the application of zula srowm, @t al. for idene 


tification as Migetesippt Choc taws, and the same has been filed with 


the reoord..tn this’ ease, 


Yours truly, 


Commissioner in Charge, 











Waskoges, Indian territory, 


Trowke & Harriaon, 

Attomneye at Law, 

Muskogee, Indian tervitery. 

Gentlernent 

Ravei pt is hereby soknowledgea of your lester of the 
ith tnet., enclosing what purports to be « corti ried ory. OT. the 
marriage record between B.¥, Brown ant Lila Kendriok, which yo: 
offer in mpport of the apoltortion made by Lula Brow for the 
identifieation ef herself and minor children as Miseissipps 
Choctawa, The sane is returned to you herewith for the reason 
that the name of the ordinary isauing the license does not appear 
in the OODY » nor is the gertifioate of the record signed by the 
ordinary making the sae, 

Yours truly, 











SATO ene 
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HiOLR, B84, 


Meskoges; Indian Territory, Rovember 1, 1902, 


Mansfield, MoMurray & Cornish, 
Attorntys for Chcataw and Chickasaw Fations, 
South MeAlester, Indian Territory, 
“Gent ienen!- 
You are hereby advised that on the lst day of November, 
1902, the Commission to tha Five Civilized Tribes remdered a de- 
cision in the qaee of Tala Erown, ¢t al,, appiieants for identifieg 
cation as Mississippi: Chootaws. 
This applidation wae made under the provision of the sot 
of Congeess of June 28, ‘1398 (30 Statss, 495). 
Said decision. concludes. ad follows: 
"It is therefore the Opinion of this Commission, that the 
evidence heroin is tneufficiant to determing the identity ‘of... 
Lula Brown, Luther Brown, Pontious Brown, 0déssie Brown, Alga 
Brown and Burntas Brown, as Cho¢taw Indians entitied to rights 
in the Choctaw landé under the prowisivuns Ff eaid articles 
fourteen of ‘the treaty of cighteen hundred and thirty, en@ that 
the appliedtion for their identification a6 sueh should be Tee# 
fused; and it. is so ordered." 
You ere further advised that the applioants in this ease 


have bech Bkiowed fifteen days from the date hereof within which to 


file arguments in this office, and that at the expiration of said 


he ays the ae, torzetrer With suph sroumen y b 





forwarded: for review. td tho Secretary of the Interior through the 





5 
f; 


Reapectfully,' 


é 


Tf artis Diaby. ef 


Acting Chairman, 








M.C.R, 5584, 


COPY. 
Muskegee, Indian Territory, November 1, 1902, 


Lula Brown, 
Shawnee, Oklahema Territory. 


Dear Madam! 


You are hereby advised that on the let day of Novem- 


ber, 1902, the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes rendered a de- 
Cision in the case of Lula Brown, et al., applicants for identificae 
tion a8 Mississippi Choctaws: 

This application was made under the provision of the act 
of Congress of June 28, 1698 (30 Stats,,495), which is as follows: 


fSaid Commission shall have authority to determine the 
identity of Choctaw Indians claiming rights in the Choctaw 
lands ‘under article fourteen of the treaty between the United 
States and the Choctaw Nation, senoluded Beptember twenty 
seventh, eighteen hundred and thirty, and to that end may ad- 
minister oaths, exaqnine witnesses and perform all other acts 
usroomny thereto, and sake report to the Secretary of the In- 
terior. 


Said decision concludes as follows: 


"It 18 therefore the opinion of this Commission that the 
evidence herein is insufficient to determine the identity of Lula 
Brown, Luther Brown, Pontious Brown, Odessie Brown, Alga Brown and 
Burniss Hrown, as Choctaw Indians entitled to rights in the Choctaw 
lands under the proyisions of said article fourteen of the treaty of 
eighteen hundred. and thirty, and that the application for their iden- 
tification as such showld be refused, and it is #0 ordered,® 


You are furthe d ged th yo 





days from the date hereof within which to file arguments in this of- 


fice, and that at the expiration of said time the papers in the oase, 





together with such arguments, will be forwarded for review to the 


Secretary of the Interior through the Commiesioner of ‘Iridian Affairn, 


Respectfully, 


Yet, 
Tame alt OU. 


aA 
- 


Aoting Chairman, 


Registered, 








M.OuR, 56684, 


COPY, 
Muskogee, Indian Territory, Noveuher i, 1902, 


William M. Harrison ’ 
Attorney at Law. 
Muskogee, Indian Territory, 


Dear Sir: 

You are herehy advised that on the ist day of Novem- 
ber, 1902, the Commiseion to the Piys Civilised Tribes rende rea & deo 
cision in the case of Lula Brown, et al.) applicants for identifica- 
tion as Missiesippi Choctawa, 

This application was made under the provision of the aot 
of Congress of Tune 28, 1898 (30 Stats,,495), which is as follows: 


‘ton shall have authority to determine the 
Indians ola iming rights in the Choctaw 
fourteen of the treaty between the United 
meataw Nation, concluded September twen ty+ 
seventh, eightéen hundred and thirty, and to that end AY: sd 
minister o 8, examine witnesses an perform all other acts 
necessary thereto, and male report to the Soceratry of the In» 
terior ,.* 
Said deeision concludes as follows: 


"It 1s therefore the Opinion ef this Commission. that the 
evidence herein is insufficient to determine the identity of Lule 
Brown, Luther Brown, Pontious Brown, Odessie Brown, Alsa Brown 
Burnies Brown, as Choctaw Indians entitled to rights in the Choctaw 
lands under the Provistons of said article fourteen of the treaty. of 
eighteen hundred @nd mar ph, Bi and that the application for their iden- 
tification as #uch should. be refused, and it is so ordered, ™ 


You. are fur ter advised that: th ppl i cay ; se 





have been allowed fifteen days from the date Héreof within wnion to 
file arguments in this office, and that: at th® expiration of said time 





oo Down 


the papers in the case, together with such arguments, will be. for- 


warded for review te the Secretary of the Interior through the Com 
_ missiéner of. panies Affairs, 


Respectfully, 


Registered, 








COPY. 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, November 47, 1902, 


The Honorable; 


¥ 


The Seoretary of. the ratorsdh. 1 


j ee) 4 * 65 

There is transmitted. uorevith tt recora in the case of 
Lula Brown, et @1.i» applicants to the Coumads tion for identifica- 
tion as Mississippi Choctawa, includiitg the @deeiéion of the Commis- 
sion of November 1, 1902. . 

The Cortaission hae the honor to repert that the principal 
applicant herein, her attorney of record andthe Attorneys for 
the Choctaw and Ohickasaw Nations have beenduly advised by letter 
of the agtion of the Commission, copies of saidletters being at- 


tached te the regora, 


Respeotfully, 


Acting Chairman, 


Through the 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 


Ine. M.C.R. 5584, 
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Land, 
69, 853-1902, ‘ 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
office of Ondian Affairs, 


Washington, Jan, 8, 1903, 


I have the honor to submit, herewith, far your congsidera- 
tion, the record of the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes, 
in the matter of the application of Lula Brown for herself and 
her five minor children, Luther, Pontious, Odessie, Aliza ind 
Burniss hrown, for identification as Mississippi Choctaws, 
wherein a decision adverse to the applicants was renderedaby 
the CGonmission on November 1, 1902. 

the testimony in this case shows $hat Lula brown and her 
minor children olaim ideritification as Mississippi Choctaws 
under this epplication because of their descent from Rachel 
Kendrick, ‘The princeipal applicant saya that her ancestor was 
in no pedttion to have complied with the provisions of the 14th 
article of the Choctaw treaty of )1830 and she believes did not 
comply, ‘nor have any improvements at that time, 

The Commission re¥ected har because. the name of her an 


cestor did not appear among the names -»of those who complied or at- 





om 3 oe vrovisic * a Tt ar Cle oF the 


Chostaw treaty of 1830, and for the add&tional reason that she 
and her said children had never been enrolled as citiseng of the 


Ghoetaw Nation. 


ms 





An examination has been made of the records of this office 4 


with reference to Rachel Kendrick and it is found that her name 
does not appear among the names of those who complied or attempted 
to comply with the previsions of the 14th article of the Choctaw 
treaty of 1850, 

This being the case it is evident that the decision of 
the commission rejecting the applicants was correét, and I concur 
in that finding and recommend that it be approved, 


Very respectfully, 


W. A. dones, 
Gonmissioner, 
(£.B,H, J 
P, 








-i— COPY -i-— 
DO, 2082 
1o¥,D. 282-1968, 
lnsRy Be 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
WASHINGTOR, 
January 20, 1903, 


Commission to the Five Civilised Tribes, 

Muskogee, Indian Territory. 
Gent lemen: 

November 17, 1902, you transmitted the resard of proceed 
ings in the matter of the applications for identification as Missia~ 
sippi Chootaws of Lula Brown (M.C.R,. 5584) for herself and her five 
minor children, Luther, Pontious, Odesie, Alga and Burniss brown, 
including your decision of November 1, 1902, refusing to identify 
them as such, 

The principal applicant was born in Georgia, and removed 
from there to Oklahoma, She has been a resident of Indian Terri- 
tory since 1901, She states that she obtains her Indian bleod 
through her father, Nat Kendrick, who was probably a 1/2 chostew. 

She does not state the name of her father's father, but 
sayd that his grand-mother, Rachael Kendrick, was a full blood 
Choctaw, The testimony furnished by the record fails to show that 
any one of her ancestors complied or attempted to comply with the 





provisions of article 14 of the treaty of 1830, or with the. Sub- 


sequent acts relating thereto, This evidence is not supplied by 


the records in your possession or those at the Indian Dice. 





—t< 2 <t— 


In view of the facta stated above, the identification. or 
these applicants as Mississippi 


Chestaws would not be justified, 
Reporting in the matter Jatuary s, 19035. the: culttiiesioner 

of Indian’ Arfaise recommended that your action be ‘approved; 

Department concurs. ti@tein, and the 


Phe 


samée.is accordétigly affirmed, 
A .@opy of the Comminsiorer's letter is ine@losed herewith, 


Respectfully, 


1 inclosure, 








M.0.R. 5684, 
COPY, 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, January 31, 1903, 


Mansfield, McMurray & Cornish, 
Attorneys for Chootaw and Chickasaw Nationa, 
South MeAlister, Indian Territory, 
Gentlemen: 
You are hereby notified that on the 20th day of January , 
1903, the Seoretary of the Interior affirmed the deeision of this 
Commission refusing the application for identification as Mississippi 


Choctawa of the several persons included in the case of Lula Brown, et 


al., of which decision you were advised by mail on the lst day of 
November, 1902, 
Respectfully, 


~_ on 4 
1) mam . - roy es) 
ae ew he ol e 


Acting Chairman, 








‘ee M,o,% 5584 
COPY, - 


Muskogee, Indian Térritory, January Si, Yoos, 


Wiliiam 4, Harrigony 


Attorney at iaw, 
! Muskoges, Indian Territery, 


Dear sir; 

You are. Hereby notified that mm the 20th day of Janunry, 
1908, the Seorgtary of the Imterion affixrned the daelgtion of this 
Gomilesion refusing the application for identifiéation as iiapha. 
sippl Choetaws of the several persons Aneluded in the case-.of tila 
Brown, 6t Aly, of which decision you were advised by registersd 
wail on the Ist day of November, A002, 


Respest fully, 


= ae 
maaan (1 lg 


ll te ot a Oe See 


Acting Chairman, 








COMMISSIONERS = = 
REFER IN REPLY TO THE FOLLOWING 


HENRY L. Dawes, 
TAMS BIxBy, DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 


THOMAS B. NEEDLES, 


C. R. BRECKINRIDOE. COMMISSION TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES. | MGR. 68a 


| 
ALLISON L. AYLESWORTH, | 
SBCRETARY, l 


onaia ADDRESS ONLY THE 
IVILIZRO TRIBES ory 903 
° an 2 P e 


tala Brown, 

Shawnee, Oklahoma Territory. 
Deer Madan: 

You are hereby notified that on the 20th day of Jamary, 
1908, the Secretary of the Interior affirmed the decision of this 
Commiesion refusing the application for identification as Missis- 
sippi Ghootars of the several persons included in the case of Lula 
Brown, ot a1., of which decision you were advised by registered 
mail on the lst day of November, 19032, ; 


eee 








7 No. 9584 


For Identification as a Mississippi Choctaw. 
May 17 1909 


y 
63 Blood 1; or %y 


Post-Office, Shiaaitua: 


Father Aar. Karnduen. WA 
Mother Sy pieté. “ 


wrough 











ak +:% TERIOR, 
YO Vtic Fee iWiciZED TRIBES. 


FILED 


MAR 9 1908 ? 
V 




















Departnent terrier, 
Commission $6 the five c cavidiaee tribes. 
Wuskogve, ty Ze, May 17, 1902. 


Se eae eee eee | 


In the mttaer of the application of xarsnds 

peer Zivattes of: hergelf. and her four, on fi 
Henry Persfull, Walter Pérsfull, an 

wablonite Choe taws. 


M, Harrisen appearedas attorney for applicant, 


Malinda Persfull, after being duly sworn, bs ndash 
an follows! 


Examination by the Commiasion, 


at is rr mae? Fog Walinda Rear te tions 

sy age . thirty- ee 

is your peckcsehibs sae A. 6 zene.» ’ Mee 
long have you lived fee Ay ft nye sinere lived there. 


were you berm? A. I wie > Fined oP 
+ ig your fath c name? A, , Runt: 


2 ‘ 
neh pion oo yireret. Hunt. 





A aa. gs iF, 
up oteot ae yo thrdwel cinta Ey bas tik Ay tie mother. 
Pn, 
ot fe oon Foke or’ GE ish ce. 
Cheetaw Tri ser ae ie, Bits. © 


ene # his aes pe 





Is hea Chostaw Indian er a white man? A. He is a white man, 

De you make any elaim fer him? A. No, sir. 

How many children have you under age and whemrried? A. I have 
four.  , 

Give me the name eof the oldest one? A. Myrtle Persfull. 

How old is she? A. Bight years old. 

The next one? A. Henry Persfull. 

How old is she? A, Six years old. 

The next one? A , Walter #refull. 

» Hew old’ A. Pour, 

The next? A. Jasper Persfull, 

How 014 is he? A, One year eld. 

You claim fer yeurselfand theme ehildren? A. Yes, sir. 

Is your name or the names of ary of these children on any of the 
tribal rolls of the Choctaw Nation in Indian Territory? A, 
No, sir, if I understand you. 

Yeu and your ehildren have nev er been enrolied as Indians, have 
you? A. No, sir. 

Is David Persfull the father of these children? A. Yes, sir. 

Were either of y ow ever married vefore you married eaeh other? 
A. He was married onee before. 

There are no children ef his by his first wife you want to make 
applieatien for? A. No, sir. 

He isa white man, isn't he? A. Yes, he is a white mam, and 
they are white. 

You want te makea pplication for y our children because they 
claim Indian blood through you, do yeu’ A. Yes, sir. 

Have you ever made application for citizenship for yourself and 
children either te the Choctaw tribal authorities or to the 
United States autherities in Indian Territery? A. No, sir. 

Have yeu ever made application fer citizenship for y ourself 
and children as eitisens of the Choctaw wation to the Dawes 
Gommission under articlef ourteen of the treaty of 1830? A. 
No, sir, 

Have yeu ever made application for citizenship in the Choctaw 
Nation for yeurself and children under the act of Congress of 
June 10, 18967 A Wo, sir. 

Have you ever before this t ime made application fer citizenship 
for yourself ande hildren either to the Choctaw tribal author- 
ities or to the United States authorities in Indian Territory? 
A. Wo, sir. 

This is the first application you have ever made. to any authori- 
ty for citizenship in the Choctaw Nation? A. ~es, sir. 

Yeu mor your children have never been enrolled as eitisens of 
the Choctaw Nation by any authority whatever? A, Ne, sir. 

Do you now come before the Dawes Commission to be identified 
andto identify your childrevn eas Missisd ppi Choctaws? A. Yes 
sir. 

De you claim under artielef eurteen of the treaty of 18307 A. 
Yes, air, 


Have you ever had it ™xplained and rewd to you? A. I have heard 
it emplained here this morning sevemal times, and I think I 
understanaéd it well enough. 

Q. De yeu want it explained any further? 
A. Mo, I think net. 





Article fourteen readsas follows: 

"Each Chectaw head of & family teing desirous te remin 
and te coms a citiaén of the States shall ke permitted to fe se by 
signifying his intention to the Agent within six months from the 
ratification of this Treaty, and he or stie mhall thereupon be en- 
titlea to a reservation of one section of six hwidred and forty 
meres of land to be bounded by sectional lines of survey; in like 
menner shall be entitled to one half that quantity for each unmar- 
ried child which is living with him over tem years of age and a 
quarter section to such childas may bé under ten years of age, te 
adjein the location of the parent. If they repide upon said lands 
intending to become eitizens for five years after the ratification 
ofthis treaty, in that case a grant in fee simple shall issue. 
Said reservation shall inolude the present improvement of the head 
of the gree | or a portion of it, ergons who claim under ‘this 
article stall not‘lose the privilege ofa Choct aw citizen, but t 
they ever remove are not to be entitled to any portion of t he 
Choctaw annuity." 


Q. What is the name of your ancestor through whom you ¢laim the 
right to be identifiedas a Missisa ppi Choctaw? A, My moth- 
er's father. 

Are you related garet Hunt? A, ce! | sir; she's my mother. 
nN. 


And to Louis ? A. He is my cous 
They élaim thr Jesse Bramlett---de you? A, yes, sir. 

: What relation is he to you? A. I don'ts know. 

- Was hea man or @ woman. A , He Was @ man, 

. Dolydumkh otn stab met&s i onship you bear to him? A, No, sir. 

« Do yeu know what relationship you bear to him? A, No, sir, 

I don't know exactly. 

Was hea full bloed Choctaw or a half blood Choctaw? A, I 
think he was a full blood. F 

What makes you think so? A. T have heard my mother say so, 

Did he live in the old Choctaw Nation in Mississippi in 1830? 
A, Yes, sir, 

Where in Missisd ppi did he live? A, I don't mow. 

Did he live there in 1830? AYes, sir. 

How do yeu know? A, TI have heard my mother gay, 

- Did he havea family in the olf Choctaw nation in Missisa ppi? 

A. I don't know, 

- Did you ever hear anybody say anuthing about that? A. No, sir. 

Can you give me the name of any of your Choctaw ancestors who 
lived in Missisd ppi in 1830 and jada family there? A, No, 
sir. 

- Did ey of your Choctaw ancestors own any lands or claim any 
lands in aeeare Ae or Alabama under article fourteen of th 
treaty of 1830? - I don't know myself, 

- Do you ow Of anybody who dees know y 


& 


° 


oOo CLO Oo 





anywhere? A. TI don't know. 

Q. Did any of your Choctaw ancestors own any improvements on lands 
in Missisai ppi in 1830 ? A, I have heard they did. I suppose 
they did. 

What makes you suppose that they owned improvements on lands in 

Mississippi in 18307 A. I cannat say. 

Q. Did any of your ancestors go within six months after the treaty 
of 1630 was ratified and tell the United States Indian Agent, 
Col, Ward, that they wanted to stay, take lands and become 
citizens of the States? A, I don't knew, 





Q. Didany of your Choctaw ancestors go from that old Choctaw Na- 
tion east of ig free. La River to the Chectaw Nation in Indian 
Territery with the other Indians betwen 1833 and 1838 ? A. 

I don't know, 

Q. Did any of your Choctaw ancestors claim or receive any benefits 
whatever under article fourteen of the treaty of 1830 in Mis- 
sissippi and Alabama? + Not that I know ef, 


The Choctaw Indians whe stayed back in the old Choctaw 
Nation in Mississippi in 183;, refusing to go to Indian T erritory 
were required, if they wanted to take advandage of the provisions 
of article fourteen of the treaty ‘of 18350, to go within six months 
after the ratification of that treaty to the United States Indian 
Agent, Col, Ward, tell him they wanted to stay and take lands and 
become citizens of the States. A great many Chootaw Indians did 
this whose nares Col, Ward failed’ to put upon his list know as 
"Ward's pegister", Kis neglect to do this caused a good mny 
Indians in Mississippi to lose both their land and improvements, 
for both were taken from them and sold by the government at its 
public land sale, This caused so many complaints among thé Choc- 
taw Indians that in 1837 acongress appointed a commission; by an 
act of Congress of March 3 of that year, which went to Vississipp 
and teard claimants uniér artigle f ourteen of the treaty of 1830/7 
In 1842 congress appointed enalher commisat on whichwoent to Missis¢ 
sippi and heard claimants wnder article f ourteen of the treaty of 
1830, Poth commissions made lists of such names as came before 
them. 


Did any of your Choctaw ancestors go before either of those 
commiss ons and claim any benefits under article fourteen of 
the treaty of 18630? A. Not that I know of. 

Didany of your Choctaw ancestors receive any scrip from the 
government which entitled them to select lands in Missisa ppi, 
Alabama, Louisiana, or Arkansag to take the Place of lands 
which the government had taken from and sold? A. Not that 
I kmow of. 

This scrip ws issued to those Indians who had had lands in 
the old Choctaw Nation taken from them by the government, and 
was issued under authority of th act of Congress 6f August 
23, 1842. 

Do you want the application of yargaret Hunt, your mother, 
Louis Bramlett, your oousim, and all others whe may come be- 
fore the Commission claiming under thesame common ancestor 
considered together by the Commisdon? A. Yas, sir. 


Nos. 5581 and 5582 are here referred to fér the purpose 
of consolidat@@n. 


Do you speak the Choctaw language? A. No, sir. 
Is there any other evidence you want to introduce at this time 








in support of your claim? A. No, sir. 
Do you want any more time in which to introduce other evidence? 
A. Yes, sir, 


age! days time will be allowed from this date in which 
@ 


introduce other evidence in support of this application. 





Examination by W. i, Harrison, Attorney, 


Qs Did: you over hear. aay of jour kin people, your relatives , ér 
“your family gomnection say thet your anéestor Lenin rs ett, 
Jean choctaw Indian, and Lived in the State of Mineissiaes 
in the @arly days? A, Yes, sir, ee 

Q. In fact, you have hearda great deal said shout Louis bramlett 
site & Chostaw Indian, have you not? Ae Yeny gir, I have 
heard my mother and others of the. £ ‘#peak of it. 

Qe Did the pret be that you were one-eighth Choctaw or one~-six« 
teenth or %? As I am one-sichth, ” 

Q. Why did you say in your application -fust now that you aré one« 
fourths A, I was mistakon when I guid I as one-quarter, It 
fs one-eighth. 

Qs Then, if you. said in you examination in ghief that you clam te 
have oné-fourth Choctaw blood you were mistaken, and that you 
now believe from what you ave heard in your family ‘thet you 
are one-eighth Choctaw Indian, and you desire te correst your 
statement? A, yes, sir, ’ 

You base your claim upon whet has beon tol@ you in your family 
and upog the traditions of the family, and do not testify as 
to your sestors upon any personal knowledge? A. Ho, sir. 


and. physical charac~- 
ts; she has brown 
on; she'does not wider- 
ledge’ @f any compliance 
cestors with any of the provisions of article 
44 of the treaty of 1830, 


> 


S. A. Apple, being duly Sworn, On hig eath states that as 
stenographer to the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes he 
reported the foregoing proceedings on May 17, 1902; and that the 
foregoing de a true and at of 5 transcript of his stenographic 


notes in same, to the best of his knowledge and bel . 
Big ) CPL f'& 


/ 
rs 





Bubseribed ands worn to before me this 19th day of May, 1902, 


COhnit Tetecery ry 


Notary Public. 





M.C.R. 5586, 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, February 6, 1903, 


Malinda Persfull, 
Pogahontas, Arkansas, 
Dear Madam: 

You are hereby advised that on the 6th day of February, 1903, 
the Comission to the Five Civiliged Tribes rendered a decision in the 
consolidated case of Margaret Hunt, et al., embracing the following 
e@pplications for identification as Mississippi Choctaws: 


Margaret dunt, et Ql, Pre M.C.R. 5581 
Malinda Persfull, et afi, M.C.R, 5585 
Lena Million, et al., MeO WR. 5586 
Louis Bramlett, et al., M.C.R. 5582 
Zora Bramlett Vannoy, et al.,M.O.R, 5641 
tilnon Branlett, M,.C,.R, 5642 
Monroe Sramlett, M,C.R. 5643 
Richard Branlett, MeCoR. 5644 
Dumpie Leander Bramlett, M.O.R. 5645, 


These applications vere made under the provision of the Aot 


ef Conzress of June 28, 1898 (30 Stats., 495), which is as follows: 


"Said. Commiasion shall have authority to determine the 
identity of Choetaw Indiana Claiming rights in the Ghoctaw 
lands under article fourteen of the treaty between the United 
States and the Choctaw Nation,. .conoluded September twenty- 
Beventh, eighteen hundred and thirty, and to that. end may ad- 
minister oaths, examine witnesses, and perform &@11 other acts 
necessary thereto, and make report to the Secretary of the 
Interior," 





Said decision coneludes ag follows: 


"It 1s therefore tho opinion of this Commission that the 
evidenee herein is insufficient to determine the identity of 
Margaret Hunt, Rettie Hunt, Elsie Hunt, Malinda Persfull, Myrtle 
Persfull, Henry Perefuil, Walter Perafull, Jasper Persfull, Lena 





Million, Fllie Million, Marshall Million, Duke Million, Louis 
Bramlett, Myrtle Bramlett, Claud Bramlett, Lelar Bramiett, Estle 
Bramlett, Harrison Bramlett, Zora Bramlett Vannoy, Clarence Vannoy. 
Clara Vannoy, Classie Vannoy, Tilmon Bramlett, Monroe Bramlastt, 
Richard Bramlett and Pumpie Leander paragon ae Choctaw Indians 


_ entitled to ri te, ¥ Aw han ander. 
‘airtLebe toute cat Soa ts ely of od entail 
And thet the appl AWeBe 


be refused, and iw ifs ‘86 ordored.® 
You ‘are furtner edvised that you will be allowed fifteen 
days from tne date hereof within which to file arguments in this 
office, and that at the expiration of said time the papers in the 
ease, torether with such arguments, will be forwarded to the Secre-~ 


tary cf the Interior through the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 


Respectfully, 


O.#. Breckinridge. 
Commiseioner in Charge, 


Registered. 








M.C.R. $6063. 


Mugkegee, Indian Territory, November 4, 1903. 


Malinda Persfull, (a 3 


Mor ITN as 


Ager se 5 


¥ ie he MESS 


You are hereby notified that on the 27th day of Ootober, 
1903, the Seeretary of the Interior affirmed the decision of this 
Commission refusing the applications for identifieation as Mississ- 
ippi Choctaws of the several persons included in the consolidated 
case of Margaret Hunt, et al., of which deeision you were advised 
by registered mail on the 6th day of February, 1903. 


Respeetfully, 
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No t }. 85 


For Identification as a Mississippi Choctaw. 


rk MAY 1; 1902 
a ( 
vam Maelendta. 


Age 32. Blood Ay Ug 
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Haattpfber 7 Otatonlas 


Claims through Vhehs- a 
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Department of the “ee tors ay 
Coniniss ton: +0 the AMve Ct t: far 
if Witkegea, tT, Fay May: Pie be 
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MC 5596 - 


PO eS in te ote 


» In the matter of the applicathun 6f: Gena Million-ror 
identificatio—’ of her herael? And her three ginor children Hlite. 
Milton, MarsMell Wiliien, and Duke Ntiiion, ag Witeied, ppl. CHoe- 
taws\ hie ‘ 


W, M,, Harrison appeared as Attorney for Appl i¢ant. 


eee 


Lena Million, after being duly sworn, teatiriea in her 
own. behalf as follows: : 


Bxamination by the Commission. 


Whatsis your name? A, Lena’ eon F, a 

‘How 028 are you? Aj T am tee y-etent years elf, 

What is yorr post-office addres i A Pocahontas, Arkansas, 
“Hw Long have you lived there? A. AlL.my life, 

«28 your father living? A, Rew athe oie 

a8 your mother diving? A, Yes, sir, 

What fs your: father's name? A. Thoms Hunt... 

What 2e.your mother's nape? A\. Vargaret Hunt, 

aes repens Choctaw bleed thré@eh your father or wthar?” i. 


aoe 


POLL. 
> > 





‘How muh Choetaw blood a. you @laim? A. One-eighth, 

Has your mother ever beer thy onkr as & Chod¢taw, Indian or 
Snrolled 4s a oitizen of the Ohod aw Nation by the. Choctaw 
‘tribal authorities or the Umited states authorities in Indian 
cvTerritory? Ay No, sir. re R Ty cc 

eeaten married? A, Yes, nar. ; 

What 

Is 


ee 2 
+ 


> 


£2 


* 


4s your hustand's mame? A. ‘Kible* Millden,>~ 
hea Cheetaw Indian org white; mn? A, We ‘de 9 white man} 


y 2) 
. 


xP “A 





, 


¢ 


Do you mke any claim for him? A, No, sir, 
Give me the name of your oldest child? A, Ellie Million. 
How old is she? A, Nine years old. 

Next one? A, Marshall Million. 

A boy? A, Yes, sir, 

How old is whe? A. Seven years old. 

Next? A. Duke Willion. 

How.old is he? <A. Three years old. 

Is that all? A, That is ail. 

Do you claim for yourself and these children? A. Yes, sir. 

Is Kibler Million the fathesr.of these children? A¥es, sir. 

Are you and he living together and the children with you’ A. 
Yes, sir. 

Is your name or the names of any of your children on any of the 
Choctaw tribal rolls of the Choctaw Nation? A. No, sir. 

In the Indian Territory? A. No, sir. 

Nave you ever made application before this time for appa citi- 
zenship in the Choctaw ,ation either to the Choctaw tribal 
authoriti es or to the United States authoritiss in the Indian 
Territory? A. No, sir. | 

Did you ever make application to ‘the Dawes Co-mission for en- 
FOllment as a Choctaw citizen under the act of Congress of 
June 10, 1896? A. No, sir, 

You never have been admitted to citizenship in the Choctaw 
Nation either by the Hoctaw tribal authorities, the United 
States Authotities or the United States Court dn Indian Ter- 
ritoy , have you? A, No, sir. 

Do you now come before the Commission to identify youraelf and 
your children as Mississippi C hootaws, claiming under arti- 
cle fourteen of the treaty of 1850° A, No, sir. 

- Youwant to be identified and to identify your ohildren as 
Vississi ppi Choctaws, donrt you? A, Yes, sir. 

Do you claim under article fourteen of the treaty of 1830? A. 
Yes, sir. 

Do you know what that treaty means? A, No, sir. 

You have heard it read and explained a half dozen times here 
to-day--don(t you understand it a little? A. Yes, sir. 


7s. @ @ 


The treaty of 1830 was made between the United States 
Government and the Choctaw Indians at a place in Misaismippi called 
Dancing Rabbit Creek, on the 27th day of September, Pe; and the 
object of the treaty was to remove as far as possiblé all the 
Choctaw Indians from the ©ld Choctaw yation east. of the Mississippi 
River .to. the Chodaw Nation in Indian Territory, Before the treaty 
was signed it became known that a great many Choctaw Indians would 
refuse to co from that old Choctaw j;ation to the Choctaw Nation, 
Indian T rritory, and in order to protect the interests of those 
who remained in Wississippi article fourteen was drawn up and put 
into the treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek, 





That article reads as follows: 


"Mach Choctaw head of a family being desirous to remain 
and become a citizen of the States shall be ‘pe ted to do s0 by 
Signifying his intention to the amen within six ths from the 

e 


ratification of this treaty, and or she shall thereupon be en- 
titled to a reservation of one section of six hundred and forty 
acres, of land. to be bounded by sectional limes of survey; in like 
manner shall be entitled to ome half that quantity for each un- 
married child which is living with him over ten years of age and 
B Quarter section to such child as my be under ten years of age, 





te adjoin the lecation ef the parent, If they reside upon a 
lauds intending te become citizens of the States fer five y 

after the ratification of this treaty; in that case a grant in fee 
simple chall isgue. Said reservation shall include the present 
improvement of the head of the family er a portion of it. Persons 
whe claim under this article shall not lose the privilege of a 
Choctaw citizen but if they ever remove are not to be entitled to 
any pertien of the Choctaw annuity." 


Do you know whether any of your ances#ers complied or attempted 

re) ta, et any of the provisions of that article of that tBeaty? 

A. No, sir. 

What is the name of your ancestor through whom you claim the 
right te be identifiedas a Missisa ppi Choet awa? A. My 
mother. 

- Go bask and give me the name of some ancestor whe lived in 

Mississippi in 18350 andwas the head of a family there then ? 
A. I don't know. 

Are you related to malinda Persfull? A. She is my sister. 

What relation is Leuis Bramlett to you& A. My cousin. 

What relation is wargaret Hunt to you ? A. She is my mother. 

They have all appeared befere the Commission, have they not, 
and made peraten sien te identifiedas Mississippi Choctaws? 
A. Yes, sir. 

You were sitting here and heard them, did not you? A. Yes, sir. 

They claim through Jesse Bramlett. Did you ever lar of him 
in all your born days? A. Yes, sir. 

What kin was he to you? A, My great~-grandfather. 

Did he have Choctaw blood? A. Yes, sir. 

- Now, all the time I have been asking you you knew that Jesse 
Bramlett was your great-grandfather and that he was reputed 
to have Choctaw blood, and yeu sat there and wouldn't tell 
me abeut it? Hew much Chectaw blood did he have? A. He 
was a full blood. , 

What did he tell you about it when you and he talked it over 
together? A. I don't remember. 

Did he die before yeu were born? A. Yes » sir. 

What you knew, then, is what you have heard from your family, 
and is family history and tradition? A. Yes, sir. 

Yeu de net know from any personal knowledge? A. No, sir. 

Did he live in Mississippi at any time? A. Yes, sir. \ 

Did he 14 ve there in 18307 A . I don't know. 

Did you ever heara anything about his living in Mississippi in 
183e? A. No, sir. 

You have just heard that he lived there at one tome? A. Yes, 
but 7 den't kmow when it was. 


& £0 
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Was he married or a bachel all his life? A I don't knew. 

You don't know whether he * the head of a family in Mississippi 
in 183e, do yeu? A. No; sir. 

Or at any other time? A. No, sir. 

Do you know whether Jesse Bramlett or any other of your ances- 
tors owned or claimed any lands in the old Choctaw wation in 
Mississippi or Alabama in 1830? A. No, sir. 

Did any of them claim any improvements upon lands or claim any 
benefits as Choctaw Indians wider article fourtem of the 
treaty of 1830° A, Ne, sir. 


aed ea co LL 
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Q. Did any of your ancestors go to Col. Ward, the United States 
Indian Agent, within six months from the ratificatien of the 
treaty of 1880, and tell him they wanted to stay, take lands, 
in Missisa ppi, and become citizens of the States? A. No, 

8 . 

Q. Did any of your Choe aw ancestors go from the old Choctaw wation 
wast of the Mississippi River to the Choctaw Nation in Indian 
Territory with the other Indians between 1833 and 1838 and 

1840° A. I don't know. 


The Choctaw Indians who remained in Mississippi after 
the treaty of 1830 was ratified, refusing to go from that old Nation, 
were required, if they wantet to take advantage of the provisions 
of article fourteen of that treaty, to go to Col, Ward, the United 
States Indian Agent, within six morths after the treaty was ratifi- 
ed, and #11 him they wanted to stay, take lands and become citi- 
zens of @ States. A good many Choctaw Indians @id this whose 
names Col. Ward failed to put upon his list know as "Ward's Reg- 
ister,” His neglect te do this caused a great many of the Choctaw 
Indians in Missisal ppi to lose both their land and improvements 
for beth were taken from them by the government and 4 at its 
public land sale. This caused so many complaints among the Indians 
that in 1837, by an act of Congress of werch 3 of that year, a com- 
mission was appointed whi ch went to Mississippi and heard claimants 
under article 14 of the treaty of 1830. In 1842 another commisai on 
was appointed by an act of Congress of August 23 of that year, 
and this commission also went to Mississippi and heard claimants 
under article fourteen of the treaty of 1830. Both commissions 
made lsists of the names of those who came before then, 


Q. Do you know whether your ancestor, Jesse Bramlett, or any other 
ancestor went before either of those commissions and claimed 
benefits under article 14 of the treaty of nancing Rabbit 
Creek? A. No, sir. 

Q. Do you know why they called that the treaty of Dancing Rabbit 
Creek? ‘A No, sir. 

Q Becau se it was made at a place by that name. Did any of 
your Choctaw ancestors receive any scrip from the United 
States which entitled them to select lands from the vacant 
government lands in Mississippi, Alabama, Louisiana, or Ark- 
ansas to take the place of lands which had been taken from 
them by the government and sold? A, No, sir; not that I know 
of. 

Do you want the case of your mother, Margarte Hunt, ne. 5581, 
the cas e of your cousin, Louis Bramlett, No. 5582, and the 
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considered with your application? A. Yes, sir. 


The application of wargaret at Wo. 5681, is here 


referred to for the purpose of consolidation. 

Q. Do you speak or understand the Choctaw language? A. No, sir. 

Q. Is there any other evidence you want to introduce at this qfize” 
A.°Ne, sir. 

Q. Do you want any further time in which to introduce other evidence 





in support of your application? A, Yes, sir. 


‘Thirty days time will be @llowed this applicant in whieh to 
introduce other evidence in support of this claim, on motion 
of attorney. 


Examination by W. M. Harrison, Esquire. 


When you stated positively that your ancestors did not own or 
claim any lands in Missisa@l ppi in 1830, did you state that 
angwer upon your personal knowledge, or do you mean to. say 
that you do not know whether they did or not? A. I dontt 
know whether they had lands thete or not. 

Then, when yeu said me with reference to the posession of land 
by your ancestors in Mississippi, yeu did not mean te say no 
7 getline. but that yeu did notilmow? A. Yés, sir. * 

Did you ever hear any of your Semted « kin folks er relatives 
sayanything in yeu presence or the presence of any ene 
else about lands or the satisfaction for lands held or pos- 
sessed, or improvements in Mississippi in the early days. Did 
you ever hear anything said about lands being held over there 
by your ancestors? A. Yes, sir. 

Do you now remember wahtwas said about it? A. No, sir. 

Was the name of your Choctaw ancestor through whom tyou olaim 
mentioned in those conversgations or any of them, in cormes- 
tion with this land? Did they speak of your eommon ancestor, 
Jesse Bramlett? A. Yds, sir. 

You have no distinct recollection of what was said abéut it? 

A. No, sir. 

Did you ever hear your family speak about Jesse Bramlctt's liv- 
ing in Mississippi? A. I have heard it. 

When you said no a moment age in answer to ques‘ions about his 
having lived there, you were mistaken and did nt mean no? 

A. Yea, air. 

You have heard your family say that yesse Bramlett lived in 

Mississippi in the early days? A. Yes, sir. 


This applicant has the appearance and physical charac- 
teristics of being descended from white parentage; she has grey 
eyes, light complexion, and brown hair. She does net understand 
the Choctaw language, and has no knowledge of any compliance on 
the part of ler ancestors withany of the provisions of article 





ol, 


8. A. Apple, being sworn, states on his oath that as stenégra- 
pher to the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes he reported 


the ferevoing proceedings on May 17, 1902; and that t going 
is a true and correct transcript of hia stenogra ( 
Subsefibed and sworn to before me this May A 9 2. é 


Chart., 16 u hee, <7 2A. Notary Public, 





M0 ,.R, 5686, 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, February 6, 1903. 


Lena Million, 
Pocahontas, Arkansas, 
Dear Madain: 
You are hereby advised that on the 6th day of February, 1903, 
the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes rendered a decision in the 
eonsolidated @ese of Margaret Hunt, et als, embracing the following 


applications for identifiestion ag Mississippi Choctaws: 


a 


5531 
§585 
5586 
5562 
5641 


Margaret Hunt, et al., 

Valinda Persfull, e+ al., 

Lena Milldon, et al., 

Louis Bramlett, et al., ! 
Zora Bramlett Vannoy , et als, j 
Tilmon Bramlett, 5642 
Monroe Bramlett, 5643 
Richard Branlett, M 5644 
Dumupie Leander Brarlett, 5645. 


R 
R 
R 
R 
R 


ees @ @ ewe 


These applications were made nnder the provision of the Act 
»0f Congress of June 23, 1898 (30 Stats., 495), which is as follows: 


"Said Commission Shall have authority to determine the 
identity of choctaw Indians Olaimins rights in the Choctaw 
iands under article fourteen of the treaty between the United 
States and the Choctaw Nation, coneluded September twenty~ 
seventh, eighteen hundred and thirty, and to that end may ad- 
minister Qaths, examine Witnesses, and perform all other acts 
necessary thereto, and make report to the Seoretary of the 
Interior,* 


faii deateien conctudes as Tollows: 


"It is therefore the opinion of this Comaigsion that the 
evidence herein ig insufficient to determine the identity of 
Margaret Hunt, Rettie Hunt, Elsie Hunt, Malinda Persful Myrtle 
Persfull, Tenry Persfull, Walter Perefull, Jasper Per , Lena 
Million, Ellie Million, Marshall-Million, Duke Million, Louis 











Bramlett, Myrtle Rramlett, Claud bramlett, Leler Bramlett, FEstle 
Bramlett, Harrison Bramlett, Zora Bramlett Vannoy, Clarence Yannoy, 
Clara Vannoy, Classie Vannoy, Tdilmon Bramlett, Monroe Branlett, 
Richard Bremlett and Dumpie Leander Bramlett as Chogtaw Indians 
entitied to rights in the Choetaw. lands under the provisions of said 


article fourteen, of the bY: Of edent eam ae Soa aL 
{nc Pees the enya teat tone’ tory Cueamragentarepatien ge fier should 
be r By end te * age Da Sinweaeom 


p * 3 “ te fat Pe ee s J 
You are further advised that you wild he wilewed rirteen 
days from the date hereof within which t# 'ftie arguments in this 


* 


office, and that at the expiration of suid time the papers in the 

case, together with such arguments, will ba forwarded to the Secre- 

tary of the Interior through the Gomaissioner of Indian Affairs. 
Respectfully , 


theta: NY: 
OD GB 
es ay 
Commissioner in Charge. 


Registored, 


Ri ae 
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Muskogee, Indian Territory, March 9, 1903, 


Lena Million, 
Pocahontas, Arkangas. 
Dear Madam: 

Receipt is hereby acknowledged of your letter of the 25th 
ultimo, by reference from Céonmiasioner Breckinridge, in which you 
state that you are unable to pay a lawyer "to attend to my rights"; 
that you will give a niece little sum of money to some good lawyer 
to look after your interests. 

In reply to your letter you are informed that the fifteen 


deys from February 6, 1903, heretofore granted you within which to 


file arguments in support of your claim to be forwarded to the Sec-~ 
retary of the Interior, expired on February 21, 29034 «On February 
24, 1903, the pegord dm your ¢ase, together with the dseision of 
the Commission refusing the application made by you for the iden~ 
tification of yourself and minor children as Mississippi Choetaws, 
was forwarded to the Secretary of the Interior. You will be duly 
notified of such action as may be taken by him. 

The Commission cannot advise you relative to the employ- 


ment of an attorney to attend to your interests as this is a matter 


t 





that is entirely within the province of the applicant. 
Respectfully, 





Zi © Repeipt ig hereby acknowledged of your Letter or tne 23r4 
instant, by reference from Comms ssioner Breekinridége, in which you 
state that you are unable to employ an attorney to attend to your 
Glain and that you do not know what to do, 


In reply you are informed that the Commission cannot 
give you any further information than that contained in its letter 
to you on the 9th 1#stant. 


Respectfully, 








Muskogee, Indian Territory, October 12, 1903. 


Lefia Mil2ien, 

Pocahontas, Arkaneas, 
Dear Madam: 

Receipt is hereby acknowledged of your letter of September 
5, 1903, which was received at this office October 9, 1903, asking 
what has been done in the matter of your claim. 

In reply to your letter you are informed that it appears 
from our records that on Pebruary 6, 1903, the Commission rendered 
its decision refusing your application for the identification of 
yourself and minor children as Mississippi Choctaws, of which de- 
cision you were notified by registered mail at Pocahontas, Arkansas. 


On February 24, 1903, the record in your case was forwarded to the 


Secretary of the Interior. The Commission has not yet been notifi~ 


ed of Departmental action iff this cade; 


Respectfully, 


Chairman, 








M.C.R. 5866. 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, November 4, 1903. 


You are hereby notified that on the 27th day of October, 
2903, the Seoretary of the Interior affirmed the decision of this 
Commission refusing the applications for identifieation as Mississ- 
ippi Choctaws of the several persons include@ in the consolidated 
case of Margaret Hunt, et al., of which decision you were advised 
by registered mil on the 6th day of February, 1903. 


Respeetfully, 
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E For Identification as a Mississippi Choctaw. 


3 Date WAY L« 1902 
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MOR 5867 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
COMMISSION TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES, 
Muskogee ,Indian Territory ,May 17,1902. 


In the matter of the application of Frank Jumper for 
identification as & Mississippi Chectaw: 


APPEARANCES : Themas & Harrisen,Attorneys for appli- 
cant, represented by W.M,Harrison, 


Said Frank Jumper,being first duly sworn,testified as 
follows; 


Examination by the Commission, 


What's your name? A Frank Jumper. 
What's your age? A Twenty-five. 
What's your postoffice address? A Shawnee, Oklahoma Territory. 
ow.liong have you lived there? A I've been there two months. 

Q Where did you live before that?. A In Mississippi. 

Q Where were you born? A In Mississippi. 
Q cot Tada lived in Mississippi until you went to Oklahoma? A Y 
Yes gir. 
Q Ie your father living? A Yes sir. 
Q Is your mother living? A No sir, 
Q What's your father’s nam? A Phillip James Jumper. 

Q What was your mother's name? Margaret Jumper . 
Q@ Do you claim through your father or mether? A Father. 
Q Hew much Choctaw blood do you claim? A Well,sir-I don't know 
what percéntage--I state to you my relations. 
Q Has your father ever been recognised in any way or enrolled as a 
member of the Choctaw Tribe of Indians by the Choctaw Tribal auther- 
sree or the United States authorities in Indian Territory? A Nos 
gir, 
Q Have you the proof of the marriage of your father and mother 
with you? A No sir,I haven't, 
Q Can you prove that later? <A Yes sir. 


Reasonable time ,within thirty days,will be allowed for 
this purpose. 


Q Are you warried? A Wo sir. 
Q You claim for yourself alone,then,do you? A Yes sir. 


in Indian Territory? A No sir. 
Q Have you ever made application for citizenship in the Cheootaw 
ia to the Choctaw Tribal authorities in Indian Territory? A 
No sir. 
Q Have you evér madé applicationfor citisenship in the oo taw 
Nation to the Dawes Commissiém wider the act of Congress of June 
10,1896 A We sir. 
Q Have you ever’ been admitted to citizenship in the Ohootaw Hation 
by either the Choctaw Tribal mthorities,the Oemmiasion te the Five 
stv) ima Tribes er the United States Court in the Indian Territory? 
Y 6 b . ‘ 
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Q This is your first application,is it? A Yes sir. 

Q Do you now come before the Commission to be identified as a 
Mississippi Choctaw elaiming under article 14 of the treaty of 1830? 
A Yes sir. 

Q Do you understand that article of that treaty? A yes sir. 

Q You don't care to have it further explained,then,do you? A 

Ne sir,I heard it read this morning. 


Without the explanation,it reads as follows: 


"Each Choctaw head of a family being desirous to re- 
main and become a citizen of the States shall be permitted 
to do so by signifying his intention to the Agent within 
six months fram the ratification of this treaty and he or 
she shall thereupon be entitled to a reservation of one 
section of six hundred and forty acres of land,to be 
bounded by sectional lines of survey; in like manner shall 
be entitled to one half that quantity for each unmarried 
child which is living with him over ten years of age; and 
a quarter section for such child as may be under ten years 
of age,to adjoin the location of the parent, If they 
reside upon said land,intending to become citizens of the 
States,for five years after the ratification of this trea- 
ty,in that case a grant in fee simple shall issue; said 
reservation shall include the pfesent improvement of the 
head of the family or a portion of it. Persons who claim 
under this article shall not lose the privilege of a 
Choctaw citizen but if they ever remove are not to be 
entitled to any portion of the Choctaw annuity." 


Q You think you understand that,do you not,well enough to claim 
under it? A Yes sir. 

Q What's the name of your ancestor through whom you claim your 
right to be identified as a Mississippi Choctaw? A Che-kach-yo. 

Q What relation was he? A He was my great-gréat-great-grandfather. 
Q How'much Choctaw blood did he have? A He was a full blood. 

Q Did any @f your Choctaw ancestors comply or in any manner attempt 
to comply with the provisions of article 14 of the treaty of 1830? 
A Yes sir. 

Q Who attempted to comply with the provisions of that article? 

A Che-kach-yo. 

Q How did he attempt to comply with article 14 of the trea ty of 
1850--in what way? A I couldn't tell you that, 

Q@ Do you know whether this great-great-great-grandfather spoke 





the Chetaw language? A Yes sir. 
Q How do you know? A I've been taught that he did. 
Q How have you been taught that? A By my father and grandfather. 
Q Did they know him personally--did they ever know him personally? 
A No sir. 
Q Did your grandfather know him personally? A I don't suppose he 
did. 
Q Its a matter of family history,is it? A Yes sir. 
Q Did this great-great-great -grandfather live in Mississippi in 
1830? A Yes sir. 
Q Was he the head of a family there then? A Yes sir. 
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Q That you have also been taught in the family? A Yes sir. 

Q Do you kmow how many children he had living thefe in Mississippi? 

A One, 

Q What was that one's name? A Mary Mataline. 

Q Bid he have only that one child living there? A yes sir. 

Q Did he ever havé another child by the mame of Sallie? A No sir, 

not as I know of--net that I ever mrd of. 

Q Whom did Mary Mataline marry? A George Burtick. 

Q How did her name happen to be Mary Mataline--wag that the name 

given to her by her parents? A I suppose so--I don't know. 

Q What was the name of the child of Mary Mataline and George 

Burtick whom you claim as an ancestor? A Blisabeth Burtick. 

Q Whom did she marry? A She married Sah Jumper. 

© What's the neme of the child of Sam Jumper and Elisabeth who was 

ar ancester ef yours? A Charles Jumper, Dave Jumper and James 

A. Jumper. é 

Q Which one of them were you descemided frau? A James A. 

Q He married whom? A Eliza James. 

Q And their son was Philip J. Jumper? A Yes ‘sir. 

Q That's your father? A Yes sir, 

Q Of all these ancestors that you have mentioned from Che-kach~yo 

down to yourself,who of them lived in the old Chectaw Nation in 

Mississippi and Alabama,do you know? A My grandfather lived in 

Alabama. 

Q What was his nam? A James A. Jumper. 

Q Who married Blisa James? <A Yes sir. 

Q When did he live in Alabama,do you knew? A No sir,I don't know 

the exact time. 

Q Did he live in the old Choctaw Nation in Alabama? A TI don't 

know that. 

Q Did he have a family in 1830 in Alabama? A Yes sir. 

Q Are you sure about that? A No sir,I am not sure of that--I 

will recallthat, he did net, 

Q How do you know that he didn't? A He wasn't old enough. 

Q How old was he? A Seventy-three years old when he died. 

Q He couldn't very well have had a family of children in Alabama 
in 1830,then,could he? A No sir. 

Q His father was Sam Jumper who married Elizabeth Burtick? A 

Yes sir. 

Q Where was James ‘A. Jumper's parent - - -? A In Alabama. 

Q And he was 73 years old when he died? A Yes sir. 

80,75 years ago he was born in Alabama and Sam Jumper and 
Bliszabeth Jumper were living there then,were they not? A Yes sir, 
they were living there. 

Q Is not Sam Jumper and his wife EBlisabeth,the people that you 





want to claim through as your ancestors who lived in the old Chec- 
taw Nation in 1850 and had a family ther e? A Yes sir. 

Q They go back so far as Che-kach-yo? A Yes sir. 

Q And then going back further they are deseended from George 
Burtick who married Mary Matealine whe was the daughter of Che-kach- 
yoris that right? A Yes sir. 

Q Did any of your Choctaw ancegtors own or claim anyland in Miss-~ 
issippi or Alabama in the old Gheotaw Nation under article 14 of 
the treaty of 1830? A ‘Yes sir, 

Q Whe did? A Che-kach- yo. 
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Q How old would Che-kach-you be if living now? A I don't know, 

Q How old would his daughter ,Mary Mataline,be if living now? A 

I don't know that. 

Q She got her Choctaw blood through her father Che-kach-yo? A Yés 
sir. 

Q And was her daughter Elizabeth Burtick? A Yes sir. 

Q Elizabeth had the Choctaw blood? A Yes sir. 

Q How old would she be if living now? A I don't know, 

Q Descended from Sam Jumper and Elizabeth Burtick,James A, Jumper 
was your grandfather wasn't he? A. Yes sir. 

Q And you say hé was seventy-three years old when he died? A Yes 
sir. 

Q When did he die? A Died ten years ago. 

Q He would be eighty-three if living now? A yes sir. 

Q And he was born in Alabama,you say? A Yes sir, 

Q And that would tend to show that Elizabeth Burtick was the 
ancestor who was the head of the family im Mississippi in 1830? 

A Yes sir. z 

Q But you don't know how old James A. Jumper would be if living 
now? A About eighty-three years old. 

Q And Philip Jumper would be how old? A He's sixty years old. 

Q He never has been before the Commission? <A No sir. 

Q Did any of your Choctaw ancestors own any lands or any improve- 
mants on land in Mississippi or Alabama in 1830 to your knowledge? 
A Che-kach-yo did. 

Q Are you sure of it? A He owned land in Mississippi. 

Q Doyou know it through family history and tradition? A Yes sir. 
Q Did any of your Choctaw ancestors within six months after the 
ratification of the treaty of 1830 -go to the United States Indian 
Agent ,Col.Ward,who had an Agenoy in Mississippi amg at that time 
and tell him that they wanted to stay in Mississippi,take land there 
and become citizens of the States--did you ever hear of that? A 
No sir. 

Q@ pid any of them go from the old Choctaw Nation east of the Mis- 
sissippi River to the Choctaw Natio: Indian Territoyy with the 
other Indians between 1835,1858 or 18407 A No sir. 


The Choctaw Indians who stayed in the old Choctaw Nation 

in Mississippi and Alabama after the treaty of 1830 was ratified, 
were required,if they wanted to take advantage of article 
14 of that treaty,to go to the United States Indign Agent, 
Col.Ward ,within six months after the ratification of that 
treaty,and tell him they wanted to stay in Mississivpi,take 
land there and become gitizens of the United States: A 





g many—Chee ndiane did-so,whore nam ot. Fard 
neglected to put upon the list knewn as Ward's Register. 
His neglect to do this caused a goed many Indians who had 
Jand in Mississippi,upen which they had improvements, 

to lose both their land and improvements. The Governzent 
took both end sold them. This caused a good many complains 
among the Chectaws living in the eld Chetaw Nation and as 
the result of the complaints made ,CGongfess appointed two 
Commissions,;ene in 1887 and the ether in 1842. These 
Commissions wemt to Mississippi and heard claimants under 
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artiele, 14 of the treaty of 1830 and made a list °f these 
Slaimants. 


Q@ Did any -ef your chectaw aficeastors go before any of these Con- 
missions and:cldim any rights. or benefits under article 14 of the 
treaty of-18307 A I donrt know. 
Q Did any of your Choctaw ancestors receive any scrip from the Gov- 
ernment as Choctaw Indians which entitied them to select land either 
in Mississippi or in Alabama,Louisiana or Arkaneas,to de taken from 
vacant Government lmd@ and. to replace the land which they had in 
Mississippi in the old Chéctaw Nation and which had been taken from 
them? A I don't kmow. 
Q Have you any rdlativés who have been before this Commission? 
A Yes sir. 
Q@ And made application for identification as Mississippi Choctaws 
on May 16th and May 17th? A Yes gir. 
Q Was your mother here? A Wo sar, 
Q Do you want to have the application of Alice Gardner ,M,C.R.5574,% 
and all other relatives who Glaim threugh the same common ancestor 
considered with your application im order that you may each get the 
penefit of the téestittong of thetother? A Yes sir. 

Ra t 


No.5574,Alice Gardner's application is here referred to 
for the purpese of consolidation. 


Q@ Have you any testimony or any other evidence that you want to 
pr ésent now? A Yes sir. 
@ Do you speak the Choctaw langrage’? A Wo sir. 


Thirty days time is allowéd this applicant in which to 
introduce further testimony in support of his application, 


Examination by Mr.Harrison: 


Q@ You donrt undertake to state asa fact,do you,that the angester 
under =e you olaim did net have a daughter by the name of Sallie? 
A No sir. 

Q He might have had a daughter of that name and you not xXmum bave 
knowledge of fact at this time? A Yes sir. 

Q Then,if you have stated in your examination in chief that your 
ancester ,under whom you claim as a Chectaw citigen,did net have a 
daughter by the name of Sallie,you were probably mistaken in 

that? A Yes sir. 

ence or in the presence of ethers by your family or any member 
thereof relating to the family history and traditien of your 
ancester and particularly with reference to any land which he had or 
applied for in Mississippi in the early dsy#? A Mo sir, ; 

Q If yeu ever heard any such conversation have you any reeollestion 
of it now? A State it over agate, 

Q Have you heard any conversation in your family or by any me 

of your family of an application having been. made your ances 


under whem you claim your rights as a Mississippi Chectaw 


for land in Mississippi under the tfeaty of A I he 


Wel 
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reogolleotion of it. 

Q The testimony you have given is baged,is it netj;upom family his- 
tory and tradition which ‘you from time +6 tine have reteived from 
‘the members of your family? A Yes, ir. 

@- Of the existence of your Choctaw bloed being derived from this 
ancestor? A Yee sir, ‘ 


By the Commission: 


@. You never heard of Cel, George W, Martin,aia you? A Yes sir. 
Q How did you ever hear about him? A I've read about him in 
Mississippi history, 
Q In what history. have you read about him? A In Mississippi 
history I have read abeut hin. 
Q Is his name in Mississippi history? A I think 4t ia. 
Q ‘What did he 40,40 you:know? A. No sir. 
Q Did you ever gonnest ;in reading about him in your Mississippi 
history,with any right which any Choctaw ancestor of yours ever 
Claimed in. the State Of Migsissippi? A So sir. 
You never heard that your ancestor had any business with Col. 
orge W. Martin,did you? A No sir. 


By Mr.Harrison: 


Q State whether or not you ever heard in your family history that 
any gentleman repregenting the United States Government in Mississip 
pi had anything to do with your common ancesgor--your ancestor 
through whom you claim? A No sir,I don't know. 


By the Comission; 


This appligant has the appearance and physical character- 
isties of being descended fifo White parentage; he has a 
medium fair complexion, some tanned; brown eyes and 
rather light brown hair. 


understand the Choctaw language? A No sir, 
He has no knowledge of the Choctaw language and no knowl- 


edge of a compliance on the part of any of his ancestors 
with the provisions of article 14 of the treaty of 1830, 


Ira S. Niles, be ing : 





to the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes he reported in full 
all proceedings had in the ‘above entitled cause,heard at Muskogee, 
Indian Territory,and that the above and foregoing is a full,true and 

correct transocript.of his stenegraphic notes taken at sagyd place 
on the 17th day of May,1902. 2D 


: 7 } 
we f y . ~X 4h | 
e i r > ; | 


> ce 


Subseribed and sworn to:before me this the 2ist day of May,1902, 


at Muskogee, Indian Territory. ‘ 
CH. Le, rs Laer 27. 


Notary Public. 





4 


Thomes ie Farrtieon, 
. Attorieré: at Law, 
$e ‘Miskogee, THatan Térritory, 


z 


Gehtienénh¢ 


‘Receipt te hereby woknOWLedged of your Letter of Tune 1g; 


insLosine joint affidavir of Janes weladn arid harrison Banks, fo ore 


tifdeate .qPia. M, Young, Glerk of Tippeh County, Kissiesippi te-the 
Leshancg Of License ‘to.P, 7. Tuaper %o marry ti, -#, Yates attidaxas 
of Jeneh-Felson, affidavit of Tony Par iage and Joint affidavit of 
Phil i; Higper arid ohn 1, Aldridce,’ whieh you offer in sipport eY 
thevenplication of trank Jumper for identification as a ‘Ase tenseath 


Chegtaw, thd the sane have been filed with the record in this open. 


Youts truly, 


“ 


Coomiesio ner in Charge. 
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Muskogee, Indian Territory, danuaty 6, 1905, 


Frank Jumper, 
Shawnee, Oklahoma territory, 


Th ¢ / 
Dear sir: y, 


You are hereby advised that on the 5th day of JANUATY , 
1903, the Comission to the Pive Civilized Pripes rendered a de~ 
Cision in the consolidated case of Alice Gardner, at Gl, ombrac— 
ing the following applications for identification as Mississippi 
Shoctaws;: 


Alice Gardner, et al, 
Saruel H, Hunt, et al, 
Wilidam FP, Hunt, et al, 
Hegekiah B, Hunt, et al, 
Virginia Jumper, et Al, 
John ¥, Jumper, st al, 
Jennie I, Miller 
Cassie Rates, et al, 
Minnie Smith 

John Me Smith 

James G. Smith 

Nandy Yooum, et al. 
Philip Jumper, et al, 
Wilifam co, Purtick, et al, 
Tandy L. Gaver 

Thoman S, Smith, et al, 
John E. Everett, ot al, 
Ella Lewis, et al, 
Willie pDrewry 

Charles J. smith 

Mary Jones, et al, 
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John Yooom 
William W. Purtiok 
defferson Dd, Purtiok, et ai, 


LE 
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Frank M, Purtiok, et al, MeCaRe 6071 
Sellie Dearing, et al, M.C.Rs 6072 
Eliza Michael, et al, MeCeRe 6073 
William A, Jumper M.C aR, 6074 
George A, Jumper, -t al, MsO,.Re 6075 
James A, Yates, et al, MoCeRe 6076 
Bill E, Yates, ot al, MeGeRy GOTT 
Prank Jumper MoC.Re 5587 
George Jumper, ot al, MeOuRe 62356 
Moses Jimer MeCoRe 6237 
Bettie Gheves, et al. MsC.R, 6820 
George A, Everett MyC.Re 6321 


These applications were made under the provision of the 


act of Congress of June 28, 1898 (30 Stataes 495), whieh ia naz 


followa: 


"Said Commission shall -have authority to determine the 
identity of Choctaw Indians Olaiming rights in the thoctar 
lands under article fourteen of the treaty between the United 
States and the Chesetaw Nation, sconoluded Bentember twenty- 
seventh, elghtean mindred and thirty, and to that end may 
administer oaths, examine witnesses and perform all other 
acts necessary thersto, and make report to the Seoretary of 
the Interior, *® 


Said decision concludes as follows: 


"It is therefore the opinion of this Commission that the 
evidencé herein is trisufficient to determine the identity of 
Alice Gardner, E, J, Gardner, Jinmie Gardner, Albert Gardne, 
Chayles F, Gardner, Samal He Hurt, Oliver R, Iunt, Herry D, 
Hunt, Eddie F, Ih » Lelia k, Hunt, Samuel Dp, Hunt, Susan F, 
Hunts Jessie Hunt, Wilifam ¥, Hunt, Boyd E, Hunt, Hozekiah RB, 
Runt, Josephine Hunt, Eliga Ve Hunt, Minnie F. Hunt. Bya Be 
Hunt, Virginia Jumper, sam dumper, John ¥, Jumper, Annie P, 
dumper, Dug Jumper, Hattie RF, dumper, Dixon F, Jumper, Janes 
Levi Juwmer, Jennie If, Miller, Cannie. Bates, Archie Patton, 
Hester Patton, Bessie Bates, Alice hates, Johnnie Bates, Rugene 
Bates nn1e8 Smith ohn Sri : F# 5G, 8m y TAI 
Minnie Yooum, Clinten Yooum, Clifton Yooum, Pearlie Y. 
01a Yooum, Philip dumper, Katie Jumper, Mark Jumper, tryin 
Jumper, William ¢, Purtiok, @lara Purtiock, Sallie Purtiok, 


PSP sii try 
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Pet Furtiok, Ruth Purtick, Tandy L, Caver, Thomas 8. Smith, 
Charlotte Smith, Nona Smith, John F, Everett, Sherman L. 
Everatt, Frank 0, Evorett, Elle Lewis, Orra Lewis, Mdwin c, 
Lewis, Altie P, Lewis, Irvin A. Lewis, Wilite Drewry, Charles 
Je Smith, Mary Jones, Gussie Jones, Gracie Jones, Will Yocon, 
John Yocom, Willian W. Furtick, Jefferson DP, Furtick, Jeffie 
Furtick, Emma Ly Purtiok, Rugenia Furtiok, Frank. M. Purt . 
Prenkie. Purtioks Alice Purtiok, Lowie Purtiok, Sallie Dearing, 
Mary Dearing, Jim Dearing, Alexander B. Nearing, Eliza Michael, 
Andrew Carpentcr, Jansa Carpenter, Ollie Carpenter, Dollie Lee 
Carpenter, lila Michael, William A, dumper, George A, Jumper, 
Pink Jumper, Ed Jumer, Mirnie Jumper, Arthur Jdunpet, Sam 
Jumper, Janes A. Yates, Lonnie Yates, Hattie Frances Yates, 
Bill E. Yates, Frank Jumper, George Jumper, Ned Jumper, ben 
Jumper, Dan Jumper, Il rvey Jumper, Moses Jumper, Rettie Cheves, 
lary Cheves, Hamilton Gheves, Lewis Cheyes, Freddie Cheves, 
Johnnie Cheves and George A, Everctt as Chootaw Indians en 
titled to rights in the Choctaw lands under the provisions 
of said article fourt»en of the treaty of eichteen hundred 
and thirty, and that the applications for their identifica 
tion as such should be refused, and it 18.80 ordered,* 


You are further advised that vou will be allowed fifteen 


ages from the date hereof within which to file argumenta in this 
office, and that at the expiration of said time the papers in the 
case, together with shoh arguments will be forwarded to the Secre- 
tary of the Intertor through the Commirsioner of Indian Affairs. 


Respectfully, 


P r 
aT a 
be bork bbe 0 ae 





Registered, Acting Chairman. 
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Muskogee, Indian Territory, Pebruary 28, 1907, 


Frank Jumper, 
Paris, Arkaneas . 


Dear Sir: 


You are hereby notified that the Secretary of the 
Interior, on February 15, 1907, affirmed the decision of the 
Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes of January 5, 1903, 
refusing: to identify, as Mississippi Choctaws, the several ap~ 
Plicants in the consolidated case of Alice Gardner et al, 


Respestfully, 


Commissioner, 








ai Identification as a Mississippi Choctaw. 9 


a Date MAY 1 ‘ 1902 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
COMMISSI¢N. TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES , 
Muskogee, Indian Territory ,May 17,1902, 


In the ter of the appligation of William C. Mitchell 
for the idemtifieation of himasif and his five minor ehildren, 
Bess le ,Sam,Jennie Gracie and Quitman, as Mississippi Chectaws. 


APPRARANCES: . L,P.Hudwon,Attorney for applicants. 


Said William co. Mitehell,being first duly sworn, testified 
as follows: 


Examination by the Comission. 


What's your name? A William c. Mitehell., 

What's your age? A Thirty-six. 

What's your posteffiee address? A Newburg ,Indian Territory. 

How long have you lived in Newburg? A I've been Living there 
en years, 

Where did you live before that? A In Arkansas. 

Where were you born? A Kansas. : 

Where in Kansas were you born? A I ¢gouldn't tell you. 

When did you go fromthat State to Arkansas? A About '65 or '66 
was small, 

Is your father living? A Ne sir. 

Is your mother living? A Yes sir. 

What was your father 's nam? A Sam Mitchell, 

What's your mother's name? A Jane Mitchell. 

Through which parent do you claim Choctaw blood? A My father. 
Q How much do you claim? A I Feally don't know--one sixteenth 
or one-thirty-second, 

Q You state,then,1/16 or 1/32,40 you? A Yes sir. 

Q Has your father ever been recognised as a Choctaw Indian or has 
he @yer been enrolled as one by the: Chectaw Tribal authorities or 
the United States authorities in the Territory? A I don't know,sir 
Q Don't kx you know whether he has ver been admitted as a Choctaw 

Indian by the Tribal authorities or the United States court? A 
He hagn't,I suppase. 

QQ Have you the proof of the marriage of your father and mother with 
Mae heed Ag a Aicense and certificate? A No sir. 

Q Can you troduce that evidence,of their marriage ,later if you 
are given time? A Yes gir ,I think I gan, 


PLLD 
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Reason’ble time will be alle ? 





purpos® if presented within thirty days, 


Are you married? A Yes sir, 
Is your wife living? A Yes sir. 
Is she a Chootaw Indian or a white woman? A A white woman, 
What's her mame? A Mary. 
Deo you make any ¢laim for her as @ Choctaw Imdian? A No sir. 
Give me the name of your oldest child, unmarried, for them you 
desire to make application? A Beasie. 
Q Yow old ig she? A Fourteen. 


% 
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What's the name of the next child?’ A San. 
How old is he? A Eleven. 

The name of the next? A Jennie. 

How old is she? A Bight. 

Next? A Gracie. ~ 

How old is she? A Five years old. 

Next? A Quitman. 

How old is he? A He's two years old. 

Is that all? A Yes sir. 

You claim for yourself and ehildren,do you? A Yes sir. 

Ie Mary Mitchell the mother of these children? A Yes sir. 

You weren't married before you married her? A No sir. 

Nor she before she married you? A Mo sir. 

And you are living together with your children and wife--they 
are all living with youat your home? A Yes sir. 
Q Have you the proof of the marriage of your wife and yourself 
with you? A No sir,I haven't. 
Q Do you remember when and where you were married to her? A Yes 
sir. 
Q When and where? A In Arkansas--Boone County. 
Q What day of the month and year? A I don't know as I can remember 
exactly--It was in December--in '80 I think--I aint sure. 


LO LLP LLL LALL CL 


Such evidence will be accepted if produced by you or your 
attorneys within thirty days from the date hereof. 


Q Is your name on any of the tribal rolls of the Choctaw Nation in 
Indian Territory? A No sir,I think net. 

Q Have you ever made application for citisenship in the Choctaw 
Nation for yourself and children to the Choctaw Tribal authorities 
in Indian Territory? A Wo sir, 

Q Have you ever made application for citizenship in the Choctaw 
nation to the Commission to the Five Civilized ribes for yourself 
and children under the act of Congress of June 10,1896? A No gir. 
Q Have you ever,previous to this present application applied 
either to the Choctaw Tribal authorities or the United States author 
igies for citizenship for yourself or children? A No sir. 

Q@ You have never been admitted,have you,to Citizenship in the Choc- 
ta® Nation by either the Choctaw Tribal authorities,the Coumission 
- the Five Civilized Tribes or the United States Court in the 

ndian Territory? A No sir. 

Q Do you now came before the Commission to identify yourself 

and these children as Mississippi Choctaws Claiming rights under 





article 14 of the treaty of 1830? A Yes sir. 
25 o id of that treaty? A Wo sir,I 


guess not. 
Q Do you understand what ao treaty is? A I don't know as I do. 
Q You understand what a contract in writing is,don't you? A 
Yessir,I reckon so. 


A treaty is a contract,or,more properly,a compact in 
writing made between nations instead of between individuals 
The United States Government and another Government can 
make a contract just as well as you or I, A treaty 

like that was made between the United States Government 
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and the Choctaw Tribe of Indians at Dancing Rabbit Creek 
in the State of Mississippi on the 27th day of September 
ef the year 1830. That treaty was made for the spedial 
purpose of moving all Indians whe lived in the elé Choctaw 
Hation east of the Mississippi River to the Cheetaw Na- 
tion Indian Territory. Before the treaty was Campleted 
and signed it became kmown that a good many Choé¢ 

Indians would refuse to go to the Choctaw Nation Indian 
Territory and in order to protect the interests of those 
Indians article 14 was drawn up and put into the treaty 

of 1830, The treaty was then signed and Jater on it became 
ratified. That article reads as follows:- 


"Each Choctaw head of a family being desirous to re- 
main and become a citizen of the States shall be permitted 
to do so by signifying his intention te the Agent within 
six months from the ratification of this treaty and he or 
she shall thereupon be entitled to a reservation of one 
section of six hundred and forty acres of land,to be bound 
ed by sectional lines of gpodat §| in like manner hall be 

t 


entitled to one-half that quantity fer each unmarried 
child which is living with him over ten years of age; 

and a quarter section for much child as may be under ten 
years of age,to adjoin the location of the parent. If 
they reside upon said land,intending to become citizens of 
the States,for five years after the ratification of this 
treaty,in that case a grant in fee simple shall issue; 
Baid reservation shall include the present improvement 

of the head of the family or a portion ‘of it. Persons 
who claim under this article shall not lose the privilege 
of a Choctaw citigen but if they ever remove are not to be 
entitled to any portion of the Choctaw annuity. ™ 


Q Do you understand that well enough to claim under it,do you 
think? A Yes sir,I ré@ekon go. 
Q@ Do you know whether any of your Choctaw ancestors complied or 
attempted to ooeriy with any of the provisions of article 14 
of the treaty of 1830? A No sir,I don't know, 
Q What's the name of your ancestor that you claim your Chectaw 
blood through? A What I've been told--As I stated a while ago,!I 
Claim through my father--he claimed it from his father and his father 
from his mother. 
Q What was her name? A She was a Folson. 
Q What was her full name? A Mary Folsom. 
Q What relationwas Mary Folsom to you? A She was my grandfather's 
mother. ° 
Q Your great grandmother? A Yes sir. 
Q Was Mary Folsom her maiden or married name--what was her husband's 
name? A don't know that I could answer that question. I think 
her married name was Mitchell. 
Q Whom did she marry? A Sam Mitchell. 

wh Sam was white,wasn't he? A Yes sir. 

ma. How much Choctaw blood did his wife Mary have? A I don't know. 
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You ¢laim through your father Sam Mitchell? A Yes sir. 

He claimed through which parent? A Threugh his father. 

What was his father's name? A Wilitam 0. Mitohell. 

And he claimed through which parent? A Through his mother. 

And her name was what? A Folsom. 

Is that the Mary Folsom who married. Sam Mitchell? A Yes sir. 
Your father was named after his grandfather,then,was he? A Yes 
sir. 

Q How old would your father,Sam,be now,if living? A About seventy 
I think, 

Q He would be if living now? A Yes sir. 

Q Where was he born? A I don’t know. 

Q Where did he live most of his life? A He lived in Arkansas all 
the time I know of. 

Q Did he die in Arkansas? A Yes sir. 

Q Did any of your Choctaw ancestors, or Mary Folsom particularly, 

live in Mississippi or Alabama in 1830 and have a family of children 
there at that time’ A Yes sir. 

Q Whe-~--did Mary Felsom who married Sam Mitchell live there in 

1850? A Yes sir,that'’s the way I understood it. 

Q she was the head of a family there then? A Yes sir. 

Q Did she have childrén in Mississippi in 1830,living there at that 
time? A Yes sir. 

Q That's what you understand from your femily history? A Yes sir. 

Q Did any of your Choctaw ancestors own any land or claim any land 
in Mississippi or Alabama in the old Choctaw Nation under article 

14 of the tr eaty of 1830? A I don't know anything about it. 

Q Did any of them own any improvements on land in Mississippi or 

Alabama in 1830? A I don't know. 

Q Did any of your Choctaw ancestors go from that old Choctaw Nation 
to the Choctaw Nation Indian Territory with the other Indians between 
18335 and 1838? A Yes,I understood that that grandfather 

game from there. 

Q His name was what? A William C. Mitchell. 

Q When did he leave that old nation and come to the Choctaw Nation 
Indian Territory? A The way I understood it,'32 or '33. 

Q Was he removed from the old Choctaw Nation to the Chootaw Nation 
Indian Territory by the Government at its expense? A No sir. 

Q Paid his own way,did he? A Yes sir. 

Q Who did he go with? A I don't know. 

Q nid he go to Arkansas or to the Territory? A He went to Arkansas. 
Q Did any of your Choctaw ancestors within six months from the 

ratification of the treaty of 1830 go to the United States Indian 

Agent ,Col.Ward and tell him that they wanted to stay in Mississippi, 

take land there and become citizens of the states? A Not that ¢ 

know of, 


BDHeLLLDLAD 





The Choctaw Indians who remained in the old Choctaw Na- 
tion after the treaty of 1830 was ratified,refusing to co 
to the Choctaw Nation Indian Territory with the other 
Indians,under the treaty were required, if they wanted te 
take advantage of artiole 14 of that treaty,to ge to the 
United States Indian Agent,whose name was Col.Ward,whe 
had an agency in Mississippi at that time,and tell him 
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that they wanted to stay in Mississippi in the old Choctaw 
Nation,take land there and become citizens of the states, 

A good many Choctaw Indians 44d this,whose names the Indian 
Agent ,Col.Ward,neglected to put upen his list known as 
Ward's register. His neglect to do that caused a good 
many Indians whe had land in Mississippi-~that is in the 
old choctaw Nation--upen which they had improvements ,to 
lose both their land and their improvements; both were 
taken from them by the Government and sold at its pub- 

lic land sales. This caused so many complaints on the 

part of the Choctaw Indians who lost their lands,that a 
Commission was appointed under an act of Congress approved 
March 3,1837 and this:.Commission went to Mississippi and 
heard claimants undér article 14 of that treaty of 1830, 

In 1842 by act of Congress approved August 25rd of that 
year,another Commission was appointed for the same purpose 
and this Commission went to Mississippi and heard claimants 
under article 14 of that treaty. 


Q Did anyof your Choctaw ancestors go before either the Commission 
of 1837 or the Commission of 1542 and claim any benefits as Choctaw 
Indians? A I don't know a thing about that. 

Q@ Did any of your Choctaw ancestors receive my scrip from the 
Government which scrip entitled them to selectland in Mississippi, 
Alabama ,Louisiana or Arkangas,to take the place of the land that 
they cAaimed they had formerly held in Mississippi Bit which the 
Government had taken from them and sold,do you know? A No air,I 
don't know anything about it. 


This serip was issued under the a ct of Congress approved 
August 23,1842. 


Q Have you any relatives who have been before the Commission to be 
identified as Mississippi Choctaws? A No sir. 


By Mr.Hudson: 
I wih to call attention to the case of Mrs.Sarah C. Harris 
who is cited to appear ,by the Coumission,on the 24th day 
of May,1902,and I with this case to be consolidated with 
her case. 


By the Commission: 





Q Do you understand the Choctaw language? A No sir. 
Q@ Have you any other evidence that you want to introduce now? A 
No sir. 


Here Mr.L.P.Hudson,attorney fer applicant,requests leave to 
file written evidenve in support of this slaim within thirty 
days from this date. 


Commission: 
Motion granted. 
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Q Amy mofe you want to gay? A Wo sir. 


This applicant has the appearance and physical:ccharacter- 
istics of being descended from white parentage; he has a 
ruddy camplexion,some tamned by the sun or gun burned; he 
has light hair and light brewn mustache. He dees not 
understand the Choctaw language and has no knowledge of 
any compliance on the part of his ancestors with the pro- 
visions of article 14 of the treaty of 1830. 


William C. Mitchell,being called upen to testify in this case 
and being first duly swormgupon his oath testified as follows;-+ 


Examination by the Cemmission. 


Q What's your name? A William C. Mitchell. 
Q, How is it your name happens to be the name of this applicant, 
William 6, Mitchell,in whose case you are gxbout to testify? A My 
father was named William 6. Mitchell and I was named for him and so 
was this young man. 

This man ig what relationto you? A My nephew. 

What was your brother's name? A Sam. 

And this applicant is his son? A Yes sir. 

How old are you? A. Sixty-two years old in July. 

What's your pestoffice address? A South MoAlester. é. 
Q What's your oocupation? A I've always been a farmer--been. tradtx 
ing--doing pretty near anything in the Territory; I've been trading 
and at the same time always have farmed. 


Examinationby Mr.Hudson: 


Q You say that the Samvel C. Mitchell who made the application in 
which you are testifying as a witness is a nephew of yours? A Yes 
sir. 

Q He was a little mixed up in regard to his ancestors and I would 
like to ask you in regard to that matter so as to get it straightened 
out; will you tell me from whom he got his Indian bloed? A From 
his father. 





Q What was his name? A Sam Mitchell. 
: ran whom did Sam Mitehell get his Indian blood? A Y¥rom his 


Q What was his name? A William C. Mitchell. 

Q And from whom did William C. Mitchell @srive his Indian blood? 
A From his mother. 

Q Whet was her name? A Her maiden name was Mary A. Folsom. 

Q And Mary A. Folsom married whom? A Bat Mitchell. 

Q Then this William C. Mitchell who made this application is a 
direct lineal descendant of Mary Folsom who afterward married Sam 
Mitchell? A Yes sir,that's the wax I understand it--been taught 
80, 
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Q. Now,you get your Indim blood from the same common ancestor? 
A’ Yes sir, ait Fo 
Q Mary A. Folson,or Mitchell? A Yeg¢ sir,in: getting up ey idence 
Twent back: to the first original fuld blood Gheaten theleee to be. 
Q Who was that? A Her name was Mary Henderson--she married Nath- 
aniel Folsom. 
Q And she:was the mother of Mary Ai Folsom? A Yes sir. 
Q. This Mary Henderson was,as you understand,a ful] blood Choctaw 
Indian. ? A Yes sir. 
Q: And resided where? A In the State of Mississi;pi,in the old 
Chootaw reservation. 
Q Now getting down to the grandfather of this applicant,Aid he 
l¢ave Mississippi and go west in about 18337 A It was about '33-- 
it might have been as late as '35, it was after the Indians was 
inmmiguated west, 
Q He left there after the first emigration im 1833,did"he? A Yes 
sir. 
Q@ Did he go with other Indians or mit was he brought by the Gov- 
ernment of the United States? A He eane by himself,just him and 
his brother and some other relatives. 
Q@ And they didn't go directly to the Indian Territory? A No sir. 
Q Where did they stop? A They first stopped on the edge of Missburi 
its. Kansas now; they stayed there one year. 
And then went where? A To Arkansas. 
And did they remain in Arkansas until the old gentleman's death? 
Yes sir,they remained there until the war. 
Where did he die? A In Arkansas. 
You are a citizen by bleod of the Choctaw Nation,are you net? 
Yes sir. 

, When and where did you first make your application for citizen- 
ship? A. I first made my application to the Dawes Commission in 
1896, 

Q What action was taken by the Dawes Commission on that application? 
AI was rejected by the Dawes Commisai on and then took an.appeal 

to the court. 

Q To what court? A To the United States court of the central 
district of Indian Territory. 

Q What Judge presided at that time? A W.H.H.Clayton. 

Q What action was taken in regard ® your case in Judge Clayton's 
court? A After hearing all the evidence I was admitted,a citizen 
by blood, 

Q And since that time you have been admitted or enrolled by the 
Commission under that order of court? A Yes sir. 
Q Is there any further statemen t you desire to make in regard to 





; A For the benefit of these other people I might give 
a little light on their leaving that country and coming here; 
whether we were ever on the rolis there or here. My understanding 
is that we was put on the rolis. 
Commission; 
Where? A In Indian Territory. 


By Mr.Hudson: 
Q Is there anything further? <A No sir. 


Ira 8S. Niles,being first duly sworn,states that as stenographer 
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{ Subsoriped and’ sworn to before me this the ara wed at ay, 1908, 
at Muskogee, Indian Territory: © 


Notary Public. 
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Indion territery;: Auupdl 6,198); 


Gresham & Dukoie, 

Attorneys at Law, 

South MeAlester, Indian Territory. 
Gentienen; 

Reosipt fo hereby acknowledged of your letter of the and 
inst,, @nélosing mrringe Mtoense and eertificate between V7.0, Witele 
oll ane Wry Haley wadon you offer for rtihig-in ouppert of the 
applination of Whildan 6, Mitchell for the identification of 
bea rata ne ores mama anhen Wiesiesippi Ghoctaws, 

a ) Seen wash the rooord in this case, 
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Muskogee, Indian Territory, July 14, 1904. 


William Ce Mitchell, 

Hewburg, Indian Territory, 
‘Dear Sir: 

You are hereby notified that the Commission to the Five 
Civilised Tribes, on July 14, 1904, rendered its decision refusing 
the applicetions for identification as Mississippi Choctaws o° the 
several pérsons included in the consolidated case of Robert He 
Mitchell @t ale, wicluding you and your minor ghildren, Bessie, 
Sam, Jemie, Gracie and Quitman Mitchell, 

You are further advisod that you will be allowed fit- 
teen days from the date hereof within which to file arguments in 
this office, and th&t at tke expiration of said time the paper's 
in the cago, together with such armments as may be filed, will 
be forwarded to the Secretary of the Interior through the Coumis~ 
sioner of Indian Affairg, 


Respectfully, 
(SIGNED) 


Tame Bixby. 


Chai rms 





Registered, 





#.0.R.-6608, 
COPY: 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, May 2, 1906. 


William C. Mitchei2, 

Newburg, Indian Territory, 

Dear Sir: 

You are hereby notified that the Secretary of the Interior 
on April 26, 1906, affirmed the decision of the Commission to the 
Five Civilized Trihes of July 14, 1904, refusing the applications 
of the several persons in the consolidated Mississippi Choctaw case 
of Robert H, Mitchell, et al., oF which the application for the 
identification of yourself and minor children is a part. 


Respectfully, 


SIGNED Tame Bixby. 


Commissioner. 
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For Identification as @ Mississippi Choctaw, 


Date MAY 1 i 1902 


Nami Mth wiih C MAL, 


Age FO kiont YEG ar- 73 


Post-Officr PF Ct Sa , J 


Father agit’ ; 14 


Mother a @Y Le” 
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In the Matter of the Applieation of Wiley LL. Downum for 
Gitizenship in the Cheetaw Nation. 

¥. L. Downum, being duly sworn by Cormisaioner Needles, 
on his oath testified as follews: 


Q What is your name? A Wiley 1., Downun. 
Q How old are you? A Porty seven years old. 
Q Where were you horn? A Born in Benton County, Arkansas, 


Q Was your name ever upon the Choetaw rells? A No sir, 


Q Were your father's and mother's names ever on the Choctaw roll? 


A Not that I ever knew of, 

Q Did you ever live in the Chootaw Nation? A No sir. 
Q@ Born and raised in Arkansas? A Yes sir. 

Q Are you married? A Yes sir. 

Q@ What is your wife's name? A Melissa. 

Q How many children have you? A Fight. 

Q Please c-ive their names and ages: What is the oldest one's name? 
A Belle. 

Q How old is she? A Twenty one. 

Q In she married? A Yes sir. . 

Q What is her name? A Belle Buckner. 

Q What is the next one's name? A Jesse Downs. 

Q How old is Jesse? A I believe he is eighteen, 

Q What is the next onets name? A Ollie. 

Q About how old is Ollie? A She is sixteen. 





3 s D namevY A Charlie, fourteen. 
Q The next one? A Lee, twelve. 
Q The next one? A Lark, nine. 
Q The next one? A Henry, six, and the baby, Myrtie is three years 





a 
Q Have you ever beon admitted to citivenship by any of the autheri- 
ties ef the Chostaw Nation, or by thé United States Court? 
A Not that I know of, 
Qs Did you ever apply to the Dawes Commission for @itizenship before? 
OE 
Q This family of yours lives in Arkansas? and have always lived the 
A Yes sir. 
Q Who do you slain citisenship through, your father or mother? 
A Mother, 
Q De you know that she had any Indian blood in her? A Just hearsay. 
Q About an eighth? A Yes sir. 
Q What was your father's name? A Lee Downum. 
Q What wad your mother's name? A Luoinda Benson. 


Germissioner Needles: Your appligation wild be rejetteds 
and the papers filed in thia ease will ¢o up to the Seeretary of the 


Interior, 
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DEPARTMENT OF THR INTERIOR, 
COMMISSION TO THR FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES, 
Muskogee ,Indian Territory May 17,1902. 


In the matter of the application of Wiley L. Downum for 
the identification of himself,his married daughter Belle. Buckner, 
his son Jesse Downum,and Ollie Downum“now Ollie Lewis,and five. ether 
children who are minor#,Charlie,Lee,Lark,Henry and Myrtie,as 
Mississippi Choctaws. 


Said Wiley L, Downum,being first duly sworn, testified 
as follows: : 


Examination by thé Commigséon. 


Q What's your name? A Wiley IL. Downun, 
Q How old are you? A I'm forty-eight years old. 
Q What's your postoffice address? A Harrison,Arkansas, Boone 
County. 
Q How long have you lived there? A About twenty months. 
Q Where were you born? A Born in Benton County. 
Q What State? A Arkansas, 
Q Have you always lived in Arkansas? <A Yes sir: 
Q What's your father's name?’ A- Lee Downun, 
Q@ I# he living? A’ No sir. 
Q What is your mother's name? A Lucinda Downum. 
Q Is she living? A Wo sir. 
Q Threugh which parent do you claim Choctaw blood? A Mammy. 
Q How much do you) claim? A About one-sixteenth,I think;that's 
what we've been taught. 
Q Has your mother ever been recognized or enrolled as such by 
either the Choctaw Tribal authorities or by the United States 
authorities in Indian Territory? A No sir,!I think not. 
Are you married? A Yes sir. 
What's your wife's name? A Melissa. 
Is she living? A Yes sir, 
A white woman? A Yes sir. 
No Choctaw blood? A Wo gir,not as I know. of; she don't claim it, 
You made application as &@ Choctaw citizen for yourself,wife and 
all your children,didn't you, February 24th,19007 A Yes sir. 
4 Ane at that time you made application for Belle Buckner? A 
es eir. 
Q She's a married d ter,is she?vy A Yes sir, 





Q And is how ol 





Q Who if Jesse Downum? A That's my oldest boy. 
Q nd old is he? A He'g twenty-one years old the 9th of last 
Mareh . 

Q You made application for him two years ago,did you mot? A Yes 
sir, 

Q His name was then given as Jessie Downs--is this the same person? 
A Yes sir,its meant for the same person. 

Q They made a mistake,then,in recording it? A Yes sir. 

Q Who is Ollie Downum? A That's a daughter of mine. 

Q Mow old is Ollie? A She's nineteen, 

Q Whe is Charlie Dowmmum? A He's a gon of mine. 





Wiley L. Downum,et al--2 


Ie Ollie Dewnum married now? A Yes sir. 
What's. her present name? A Ollfe. Lewis. 
What's her husband's name? A Wiley Lewis. 
Whers do they livé?’.A In Boowe. County; Arkansas. 
What's their postoffice address? A Harfison,I think. 
What is Belle Buckner's*postoffice address? A Harrison. 


Q 

Q 

Q 

8 

q 

Q What's her husband's name? ©A William Buckner. 

Q Is your son Jesse Downitm married? A No sir. 

Q Who ig Lee Dowium?. A He's m gon of mine. 

Q How old is Charlie?. A He's going on seventeen. 

Q How old is lee? A I believe he's fourteen. 

Q Who is Lark?: A That's my boy. 

Q How old is Lark?’ A Going on thirteen, 

Q Who is Henry? A He's my boy,too. 

Q How okd is he? A He's seven years old,I guess. 

Q Lark is a boy,isn't he? A Yes sir. 

Q Who is Myrtie? A She's my daughter. 

Q How old is she? A Six years old, 

Q Is that all? A Yes sir. 

Q These children were all applied for by you when yeu niade your 
application Vebruary 24th,1900--R 418? A Yes sir. 

Q What was done with that applicatio# at that time, do you remember? 
A No -sir,I dontt- remember. , 

Q Do you now want’ to have the record made by you in that applica- 
tion considered with the record now made by you teday for yourself 
and children as Mississippi Choctaws? A Yes sir. 

Q So as to have them all considered together? A Yes sir. 

Q Is Melissa Downum,your wife,the mother of all these children? 

A Yes sir. : 

Q Have you ever been married or has she ever been married previous 
to your marriage to each other? A She's been married but I never 
wasp until I married her. 

Q But there are no ghildren by her first husband that you want to 
make application for? A No sir. 

Q And non@ of hers ever had any Choctaw blood? A No sir. 

Q Have you the proof of your marriage with your wife here? A No 
sir,I haven't. 

Q You can introduce that later,can you? A Yes sir. 


You will be allowed thirty d ays time in which to prove 
your marriage to your wife and also to introdtee any other 
testimony you may wish to in support of this clain. 


the tribal rolls of the Choctaw Bation in Indian Territory? A Not 
that I know of, / 

Q Have you ever made application for Gitizenship in the Choctaw 
Nation for yourself or for your minor children to the Dawes Comnis- 
sion or to the Choctaw Tribal authorities or any other application 
except the application that you made before the Commission February 
24th,1900 at Muskogee? A That was my first. 

Q And this is the second? A Yes sir. 

Q And that application you desire to be merged into this,do you? ‘ Pres 
A Yes gir, ie 





Wiley L. Downum,@t al. ,--3 


Q And all ‘considered together? A Yes sir. 

Q You now make application for identification as a Mississippi 
Choctaw claiming under article 14 of the treaty of 1830,do you? 

A Yes sar. 

Q Have either you or any of your children ever been admitted to 
citizenship in the Choctaw Nation by either the Choctaw Tribal au- 
therities or the United States authorities in Indian Territory? <A 
No sir, 

Q Do you understand article 14 of the treaty of 1830? A I don't 
know that I do. 


The treaty of 1830 was made between the United States Gov- 
ernment and the Choctaw Indians at a place called Dancing 
Rabbit Creek.in the State of Mississippi. ‘The ebject of 
the treaty was to remove,as far as practicable,all of the 
Choctaw Indians’ who lived in the old Choctaw Nation east 
of the Mississippi Fag to the Choctaw Nation Indian 
Territory, Before the treaty was signea it became known 
that a good many Choctaw Indians would refuse to go to the 
Choctaw Nation Indian Territory and in erder to vrotect 
their interests article 14 was put in the treaty, it 

reads as foljows:- 


"Each Choctaw head of a family being desirous to re- 
main and become a citizen of the States shall be permitted 
to do so by signifying his intention to the Agent within 
six months from the ratification of this treaty and he or 
she shall thereupon be entitled to a reservation of one 
section of six hundred and forty acres of land,to be bound 
ed by sectional lines of survey; in like manner shall be 
entitled to one half that quantity for each unmarried 
child which is living with him over ten years of age; and 
a quarter section for such child as may be under ten 
years of age,to adjoin the location of the parent. If 
they reside upon said land,intending to become citizens of 
the States,for five years after the ratificationof this 
treaty,in that case a grant in fee simple shall issue; 
said reservation shall include the present improvement of 
the head of the family or a portion of it. Persons who 
claim under this article shall’ net’ lose the privilege of a 
Choctaw citizen but if they ever remove are not to be en- 
titled to any portion of the Choctaw annuity.” 


Q Do you know whether any of your Choctaw ancestors complied or 
attempted to comply with any of the provisions of that article of 





; y NO sir not as I know ofr. 
Q What's the name of your ancestor through whom you olaim your 
Fight to be identified as a Mississippi Choctaw--who do you claim 
through? A Through my manny--through my granddaddy. 
Q What was his name? A Jim Vinson. 
Q What relation to you was he? A He was my granddaddy. 
Q How much Choctaw blood did he h#ve? A He claimed a quarter. 
he of hia live in Mississippi in 18307 A ‘That's what I've been 
aught. 
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Q Did he nave a family of ehildren there at that time? In other 
words,was he the head of @ family there then? A Yes sir,t reckon 
he was. 5 
Q Have you been taught that in your family? A Yea sir,I was 
taught that. 

He was your mother's father? A Yes sir,we was taught that from 
children up. 
Q You claim through your mother,do you? A Yes sir, 
Q How old would she be if living mow?) A She would be about 
seventy ofd years old, 
Q Where was she born? A She was’ born in Mississippi. 
Q@ Do you know at what place in Mississippi? A Wo gsir,I don't. 
Q@ And she claims through her father,Jim Vinson? A Yes sir. 
@ She must have been born about the time of the ratification of 
that treaty,wasn't she? Al couldn't say-~she w as somewhere about 
seventy years old if she had lived--might have been a little older 
than that, 
Q Was Jim Vinson born in Mississippi,do you know? A I can't say. 
Q Did any of your Choctaw ancestors own any land or Glaim any land 
in the old Choctaw Nation in Mississippi and Alabama,in the year 
1830? A None only my granddaddy--I've heard them talk about his 
having land there. ‘ 
Q Do you know where he got the land? A No sir,I don't. 
Q Do you know where it was located? A No sir. 
Q Did any of your Choctaw ancestors within six months after the 
ratification of the treaty of 1830 go to the United States Indian 
Agent ,Col.Ward,amd tell him they wanted to stay in Mississippi,take = 
land there and become citizens of the States?’ A I couldn't say. 
Q Did any of your Choctaw ancestors own any improvements on land 
in Mississippi or Alabama in 1830? A Not that I've got any knowl- 
edge of. 
Q Did any of your Choctaw ancestors go from the old Choctaw Nation 
wast of the Mississippi River to the Choctaw Nation Indian Territory 
bet ween 1833,18356 or 1840? A Wot that I know of. 


The Indians who remained in the old Choctaw Nation in 
Mississippiiand Alabama aftér the trdéaty of 1850 was rati- 
fied were required,if they wanted to take advantage of 
article 14 of that treaty,to go to the United States 
- Imdian Agent,Col.Ward,who had an agency iin Mississippi at 
that time withn six months after the ratification of the 
treaty tell him they wanted to stay, in Mississippi, 
take land/ there and become citizens off the States. A 





sear Rite * 


,known as Ward's Register,and 
his failure to do this caused a great many Indians living » 
in Miss$ss#ipp& or Alabama in the old Choctaw Nation to 
lose the land which they had in the gid Choctaw Nation-~- 

to have res! Jand taken from them by the Government, and 


failed to, put upon his list 


sold at it® public land sales. This caused so many com~ 
plaints thet 4ni1837 Congress appointed a, Commission which 
went to Miesissipps and heard claimants; under article 14 

of the trekty of 1830, In 1642 Comgrems appoiftited another 
Commission fer the same purpose and this Coumission went to 

Missienipos and heard claimants under ‘@rtiole 14 of that 
reaty. ‘ ; { | 
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@ Did any of your Choctaw ancestors go before either of those two 
Gommissions and claim any benefits as Choctaw Indians Under article 
34@ that. treaty? 4 No .sinjmot that I nave any, knowledge of, 
Q@ Did “OP your Chootaw angeatars comply in any way or reseive 
bénefits rg wanner under article 14 of the treaty of 18507 Awe 
sir, not tat T know of, ee 
Q pia any of you @toPs receive a; sorip from the 
Goverment ‘as : sWiioh<scrip entitled them to select 
land: in: Mies @sitpi,Alabama,Louiéiana or Arkansas? A No sir,I 
néver knew of 4t. ; 
Q This sorip was issued under the ‘ect of Congress approved August 23 
1842 and was given to such membéere: of the Chectaw Tribe 6f Indians 
whe proved that they were not only’ @ntitleod under article 14 af 
the treaty of 1880 but eiso that they had had land which had been 
taken from them in Mississippi ana SO1d--you don't know anything 
about that? A. Ho Sir,mot anything wt all. 
© Who is Iurany Dodson? A. That's my sister. 
Q She hes been recently before the Cormission to make applicat ion 
for identification as a Mississipp4 Chectaw,hasn't she? A Yes air, 
Q@ Do you want to have her case consolidated with yours? A If you 
think it best,I do, 
Q &nd you woulda like to have 811 those cases taken in connection 
with yours where they are ail Claiming through the seme common 
ancestor? <A Yes. 


The case of Lurany Dodson,M CR 5564,1is8 here referred to 
for the purpose of consolidation of these cases under one 
common head. 


Q Have you any other proof that you want to ihtroduce now in support 
of your cleim® A No Sir,not that I think of, 
Q Do you want a little time to introduce more testimony in this 
A No sir,!I reckon not, 
Q Do you speak the Choctaw language? A No sir,I cannot. 


This applicant hag the appearance and Physical characterige 
tics of being a white man; he has blue eyes,fair complexion 
but now tanned and sun burned--brown hair and light brown 
mustache; his whiskers are a little darker. He does not 
Speak the Choctaw language and has no knowledge of any 
compliance on the part of his ancestors’ with article 

14 of the treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek. 





Ira Ss. Wiles, being first duly Sworn,states that as stenographer 
to the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes he reported in full 
all proceedings had im the above entitled Gauge ,heard at Musk gee, 
Indian Territory May 17,1902,and that the above and foregoing is a 
full,true and correct transcript of hig Stenographic notes taken in 
8eid »roceedings on Baid date, Le xf * 

\ A frie « 


~~ Na, ie aN, Ly 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this the 23rd. day of May ,1902,at 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, / 
’ Chace, PL 4 OF 4 


Notary Public. 
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Additional Testineny. 
o0e- 





In the matter of the application af Wiley lL. Dewmm et al., 
for identification as Miasiasl ppi Chectann. 


; Belle Buchner, deing first duly swern, testified as fel- 


Rugwination by the Connissien: 


ead Exe yout Fi A oe 
re etait wereeet A Muskeges. 


we steed de tidwecest A We just moved in here 
h A Beons esunty, Arkansas. tee 


A Gin years. > 
a tah 


eee etre aS 
Ld 


wether in tappe ms gbhe tabeer’. an bets wast’ 





Yes sir. 
tad name 6 and ages, the eldest first? 
A Bix years o14, 


Ea en tines. 
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A 
Q 
a 
i 
Q 
Q 
d 
q 
a 
4 
A 
é 
a 


That's a girl? A Yes sir. 
Next enef A _ Ciceres. 
Hew eld is he? A Twe years old. 
Are these ehildren living with at this time? A Yes sir. 
rh they the children of youself and William Buekner? A Yes 
sir. 
Well at the time your father appeared before the Commission in 
May, last, and made spe po na fer the identificatien ef hin- 
self and shildren as Mississippi Chectaws, he didn't make appli- 
eation fer these three children ef yours dia ne? A Ne sir, 
he didn't think ef them I reeken; he said he didn't think. 

Yor what purpese de you appear befere the Commission at this 
time; te give in the names of these children? A Te give in 
the names ef these children. 
You desire te have them included in the iieatien made in 
heal yennye by your father en the 17th ef » last, de yeu? 

es sir, i 
rie on yeur father bern? A He was bern in Benten county, 
Arkansas A Yes sir, I think that's where he was bern; I 
wouldn't be sure, but I think it is. 
Threugh which ene ef his parents did he get his Choctaw bleod? 
His mether. 
wae name? A Well, I don,t knew what- - - Vinsen I 
Her given name? A Lueinda. 
Where was she born? A I couldn't tell you. 
When did she die? A She died in Benten County. 
When? <A Well I doen't recellect just when. 

Since you were bern? A Ten years age I think. 
About hew old was Lucinda when she died? A About fifty er 
fifty-five. Y don't know exactly; I seuldn't say. 
Threugh which ene ef her ents did she get her Choctaw bleed? 
Her mother I think; I weulan' ¢ be certain. 
Knew the names of her parents? A Me sir, 
You doen't knew the names of ry“ ancesters further back than 
your andmether Lucinda? Ne sir, that's all I knew. 

our father made applicasien for rights in the Chectaw lands in 
Indian ferritery, for himself and children, under the previsions 
ef article fourteen ef the treaty ef Dansing Rabbit Creek, 
This treaty was entered inte in Mississippi en the 27th day of 
ate he come 1830, between the gevernment ef the United States 
and the Chostaw tribe of Indians. At the time the treaty wes 
made the Cheetaw Indians lived in Mississippi and aleng the 





western edge of the state ¢f Alabama. The ebject ef the treaty 
: rr f hese Indians the ceuntry ee- 
eupied them in Mississippi and Alabama te a new country west 
of the Mississippi river, part ef which is new ecoupied Apa 
ereeser wey coen ef the Chectaw tribe af Indians and the ak- 
asavs ise knewn as the Gheetaw-Chickasaw country in 
Indian rerritery, A treaty was made seme of 
these Indians were ling te leave the eld Wation, and fer 
the benefit ef these whe insisted en be rmitted te remain 
ae ieee te is knewn as the 
certain eenditiens a 
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the old Matien and become a citizen of the states, might re- 
ceive land back there from the mvernment. It is as fellews: 


“Bach Chectaw head ef a family being desireus te remain a 
and become a citizen ef the states shall be permitted te 
de se, signi g his intention te the Agent within 
six men from ratificatien ef this treaty, and he 
er ghe shall th m be entitled te a reservation ef 
ene section ef six e4 and ferty asres of land, te be 
beunded by sectional linesef survey; in like mane r 

shall be entitled te one half that quantity for each un- 
married dhild whieh is living with him ever ten years of 
age; and a quarter sectien te such ehild as may be tu nder 
ten years of age, te ein the lecatien ef the parent. 
If they reside upeh said lands intending te beeome citi- 
wens ef the states for five years after the ratificatien 
ef this treaty, in that case, a grant in fee simple shall 
issue ; said regervatien shall inelude the present im- 
prevement of the head ef the family, er a pertion ef it. 
Persens whe claim under this article shall net lese the 
privilege of a Choctaw citizen but if they ever remove 


are not entitled te any portien of the Choctaw anmity." 


Q De you think you understand that fourteenth article? A I 
den't know hardly; I understand part ef it. 


Well, in cage a Choctaw whe poms ge have been living back 
there in the old Natien in Mississippi and Alabam in 1830 
when this treaty was made, decided that he preferred to stay 
there and not move out west te the new Nation, he had the 
right te do se and had the righ’ to receive certain lands 
frem the gevermment there in the old Matien wpen certain ce 
ditions. First he was required te, within six menths aft’ 
the treaty of Daneing Rabbit Creek was ratified, let thr 

of the 5 rent in Mississippi for the Chectaws knew 

he wanted te stay there and beceme a citizen of the states 
and take land. After he had dene se he was entitled te a 
reservation ef ene section ef six hundred and ferty acres of 
land te be bounded by sectional lines ef survey; in like 
manner he wag entitled te ofe half that quantity fer each 
urmarried child which was living with him ever ten years ef 
age; and a quarter sectien fer such child as might be under 
ten years ef age, te adjoin the lecatien ef the parent. In 
every instance the reservations fer these Indians were r e- 
quired te adjoin the lecation ef the parent. If the Indians 
it vernment for 
a peried ef five years from rebruary 24, 1831, the day this 
treaty was ratified, they were entitled te a grant in fee 
simple te the land, that is, the gevermment would give them 
a deed er patent to the s and it weuld beceme the preperty 
of the Indians te dispese of at their pleasure. The last 
clause of that fourteenth artiéle is as fellews: "Persens 
whe claim under this artiele shall net lose the privilege ef 
a Cheetaw citizen but if they ever remeve are net entitled te 
amy portion ef the Chectaw anniiity." The Chectaw annuity is 
money which becemes due each year te the Chectaw Indians frem 











the government ef the United States under treaty previsiens; 
and the terms ef this fourteenth article the Indian who 
teok land back there in Mississippi under this feurt enth 
artiele did not lese the privilege ef a Chectaw citizen, but 
if he ever meved eut west te this new ceuntry later, he was 
net te be entitled te any portion ef the Choctaw anmity. 


a ee you understand that fourteenth article all right 
ne 


Yes sir. 

Did any of your ancestors ever comply or attempt to comply with 
the previsions ef this ®urteenth article er ever receive any 
benefits under it? A I den'’t knew. 
Did any of them live innthe eld Choctaw Natien in Mississippi 
and Alabama in the year 1830 when this treaty of Dancing Rabbit 
Creek was made? A I doen't knew that either. 
Did any ef them own an imprevement there at that time? 
I don't knew tha either 
Did any ef them within six months after this treaty of Dancing 
Rabbit Creek was ratified, let the Agent of the government in 
Mississippi for the Chectaws know that they wanted to stay 
there and become ¢itisens of the states and take land? A Ne 
sir, I den't know that. 
Did any eof them remeve te the present Choctaw Natien in Indian 
Territory at the time ef the remeval of the greater pertien ef 
the Choctaw tribe between the years 1833 and 1838 A TI den't 
know, but I think they did; I weuldn't bepertain, 
Think they did at that time do yeu? A TI think they aid; I 
wouldn't be certain. 
sper ene ef them moved out here at that time? A I don't know 

at o 
Did any of your ancestors ever claim or receive any land frem 
the government ef the United States under article feurteen ef 
the treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek? A I den't know. 


In accordance with the previsions ef the fourteenth 
article of the treaty of Danc Rabbit Creek the government 
of the United States directed an Agent in the state of Miss- 
issippi te register the names ef such Chectaws as might de- 
sire te remain there and bewme citizens ef the states and 
take land. The records of the government show that this 
Agent failed to register and report te the gevernment the 
namesef many Choctaws who did in fact let him know that they 
wanted to stay there and beceme aitizens ef the states and 
take land, and on this aceeunt the government at its publie 
land salesin Mississippi in many instances seld land won 
which Choetaws lived and had imprevements and which they sup- 
poe y *he : 





WOU 04 C ~ Ata = 
reaty. This caused a great deal of complaint among the In- 
dians and the matter wag finally breught te the attentien of 
pen ghee and Cengress passed vertain acts between the years 
1837 and 1842 previding fer the appeintment of Commissioners 
whese duty it should be to ge down te Mississippi and hear 
the cases of Chectaws whe claimed that they had complied in 
all respects with the provisiens ef the feurteenth article of 
the treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek but that their land had 
been seld by the gevernment. These Couniss eners were duly 





appeinted by the President ef the ynited States and they went 
dewn te Missieni: between the years 1837 and 1845 and heard 
@ great many of Chectaw cases. 


Did any ef your ancestors pg bed befere any of these Commi ssien- 
ers and attempt te extabligh their rights under the f urteenth 
article ef the treaty of Dancing Rabbit Cresk? <A I den't 
know; I didn't understand wiat yo said. 

I say did any ef your ancestors appear before any of these Cem- 
missioners back there in 1837 er the early 40s and try to estab- 
lish their rights? A I don't know. 


An act of Congress appreved on August 23, 1842, pre- 
vided that in oage it should be finally decided that a Cheetaw 
head eemplied in all resgpects with the provisiens of the four- 
teenth article ef the treaty ef Dancing Rabbit Creek but that 
his land had been seld by the goverment, he should be en- 
titled te select in the place of the land so sold by the gev- 
erment, land seme placeelse in Mississippi er in Alabama, 
Louisiana er Arkansas, frem vacant government land, and sheuld 
be given a certificate te that efet. These certificates 
were ealled sorip. 


Did any ef your ancestors gver get any of this scrip from the 
gevernment under this act ef Cengress? A I don't know. 

Then if any ef your ancestors ever got any benefits as Chectaws 
you never heard of it? A WNe air, 7; don't knew anything abeut 
it. 

Yeu den't knew whether any of them were recognised members of 
the Cheetaw tribe in 1830 or not? A Mo gir. 

Has any ag Rees ef any description ever been made in your 
behalf er behalf of any ef your children, fer the purpese ef 
establishing your rights as Choctaw Indians, before the applica- 
tien made by your father in May, 1902, te your knowledge? 

Ne sir, not as I knew of. Well, father laid in his complaint 
about Lnree years age seems te me like. 

Was yeur name included in that? A Yes sir. 

These twe applications were all the applications that were ever 
made were they? A Yes sir, I think se. 

Then you have never been admitted to citisenship in the Choctaw 
Batien by the Cheetaw trib@ authorities, the Dawes Commission 
or the United States Court for the Indian rerritory, have you? 
i den't knew. The ee menos netified Pa and said eur 
names was accepted as citizens of the Chectaw Natien. He get a 
letter er papers from them here and said that him and his ehil- 
dren was accepted as citizens; their citizenship w . 





q When did you get that letter? A Well, it's been since he was 


Q 


here; he's get twe; he sent the require back that they wanted--- 
licenge---and then they sent the returns, 

New you mean by that that he simply sent seme evidence in ‘befere 
the Commission and the Cemmissien acknowledged receipt ef it and 
said it was aceepted and filed in vennection with his applica- 
tion? A Yes sir, I reckon se. 

New as a matter ef fact they never 4id tell him his applieatien 
was granted? A Mo sir, I den't rrecken theybdid. 





te Weman; 
od; she 
% sj she decan't 
ge end ne xaewh-anee ® 
j ucegters with the eda 
fle of the treaty of Dancing 
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ve firiuisea' tribe % 
Te Vv en 


entit2 
fore tng ts 8 is a mee See 


correc + ramebripe of his stensgraphic notes taken in 


cause on said date. bs Mla EM ieee 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this <By ae of Swly, 1902. 


tary Public. 








Mise, Chootaw RB689 ae 


Muskogee, "“Tudish-ferritory, June 4%, 1902 


Wiley Down, 


2 Ph Harrigan, Sticnens, 
Dear Sirt beat 


Receipt is hereby agknowleaged of your letter of June 5, 
in whieh yeu ask tin?draation relative’to the statud of your olaim, 
and give the namea of your ohiléren. 

In reply to ybur letter youre informed that it eppedre 
from -our récorde that Wiley Ls Dowmrum ig an applieant for the iden 
tifioation of himself and his ohildren, Belle Buekner, Jesse Dowjun, 
Ollis: One, Tharite Domnim, Lee pownum, Lark Dewnum, Henry Dewnum, 
end; hiyr'tie Pownum an ‘Whee iesiprs Chogtaws. Yo decision hee yet. bean | 
reaghed nor. e¢pinton rendered relative to the rights of these appiie 
dante, 2s ines ientpp:, onide tam, As a0oR ap a decision is reached ¥ou 
will he notified of the aétion taken My. the Oommiséion, 


Yours truly, 











GOPY. M,f4R,y 6589 


Muekogee, Indian Territory, January 27, 190%, 


Wiley L, Dowmm, 

Harrison, Arkansas, 
Dear Bir: 

You’ are. hereby advised that on the e?th day of January, 
1903, the Commission to the Five Civilised T¥ibes rendered a de 
cision in the consolidated case of Ligsie Brown, et al., ombrace~ 
ing the following applications for identification as Misesiesippi 
Choctaws; 


Ligeie Brown, et al, U,G6,R. GOBS 
Etta Rrown M.@,R, 6O57 
James A, Brown M.O0.R, 6059 
BVhel Johnston M,O,R, BOBS 
Lureany Dodson, st ai, MpOeR. 5564 
Nanhoy Pear] Cooper et al, M,@,R,. 5590 
Wiley L et al. M0,R. 5589 
James Sidny Dowmam, ot al,  MO-R. 5590 
William A, Dowmm, ot al, MsO.Rs 5565 
BEligabeth Killevrew, st ail. MeO, R, 5566 


These appaications were made under the provision of the 
act of Gongress of June 28, 1698 (50 Btata., 495), whioh is ae 
_ follows; 
sdentity of Choctaw Indiana isining sietie in ese meeeteee 


janda tinder artidle fourteen of the treaty betwoen the United 
States and the Choot aw Nat week shrew LAT oi SHR mn & rer 





eeventh, sightéen hundred and thirty, and to that end 
administer oaths, examine witnesses and perform al] other 
ett ae t © and make report to the seoretary of 
the Interior, 





Wiley lb. Downums—2 


Said decision concludes as follews} 


*It is therefore the opinion of this Gommis«ion that the 
evidence herein is insufficient to determine the identity of 
Liazie krown, Jesse krown, Vada brown, Beseie Brown, Ftta 
Brom, Janes Ay Brown, Fthel Johnston, Lurany Dodson, Zanes 
Andrew Jackson Lee, Nancy Pearl Cooper, Georgie 8 Cooper, 
Wiley L, Downum, Belle Buokner (nee Dowmam), Jeane Dowmum:, 
Ollie Lewis (neo Downum), Charlie Dowmm, fee Dowmeon, Lark 
Dowmum, Henry Downum, Hyrtie DowmiMs guila Buekner, Pliza 
Buekner, Cicero Buckner, Jamer Sidny Dowmm, Lulu Downum, 
Ellen Downum, Gurtie Dowmm, Norval Dowmum, William A, Dewnun, 
Johnnie Lee Dowmm, Una E, Dowmm, Nina Downumy, Maud Minnte 
Downum, Eligabeth Killebrew and Bertha Killebrew as Choctew 
Indians. entitled to rights in the Choctaw lands under the pro~ 
visions of said article fourteen of the treaty of eishteon 
hundred and thirty, and that the anvlications for their iden 
tification as such should be refused, and it is so ordered,* 


You are further advised that you will ba aliowed fifteen 
days from the date hereof within which to file arguments in this 
office, and that at the egviration of said time the papers in the 
case, together with such arguments will be forwarded to the Secre- 
tary of the Interior through the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 


Respect fully, 
Wie 


Acting CGhairnan, 


Registered, 
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Muskegee, Indian Territory, January ’51, 1903. 


Belle Buekner’, 
Golconda, Indian Territory. 
Dear Madant 

Reeeipt is hereby acknowledged of your letter of the 
Lé6th instant in which you ask to be advised when you can file on 
lands. 

In reply to your letter you are informed that it appears 
from the records of the Commission that you are an applicant for 
identification as a Mississippi Choctaw, such application having 
been submitted by your father Wiley Downum. 

The Commiseion, on January 27, 1902, rendered its de~ 
cision refusing the application made by Wiley L. Downmm for the 
faentification of himself and femily as such Mississippi Choetaws, 
and on the pame date he was notified of the action of the Comis- 
sion end that he was granted fifteen days from the date of said 
decision within which to file arguments in support of his claim to 
be forwarded to the Secretary of the Interior. 

The fifteen days from Jexuary 27, 1905, heretofore 
granted an this case, will expire on Vebruary 11, 1905, and 9n 


 Rameighe 2903, the record in the case, together with oe 


arguaeates as may be offered, will be forwarded to the Secretary 
| 
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Muskogee, Indian Territory, February 14, 1903. 


a 


Wiley Downun, 
Harrison, Arkansas. 
Dear Sir: 

Receipt is hereby acknowledged of your letter, without 
date, in which you state "We have got all the proof that we can,* 
and ask what more evidence is wanted. 

In reply to your letter you are informed that the fifteen 
days from January 27, 1903, heretofore granted you within which to 
file arguments in support of your claim to be forwarded to the 
Secretary of the Interior, expired on February 11, 1903. On Febru- 
ary 12, 1903, the recor in your case, together with the decision 
of the Commission refusing the application made by you for the iden 
tification of yourself and minor ohildren as Mississippi Choctaws, 
was forwarded to the Secretary of the Interior. Pending action 
thereon by him the Commission cannot receive or consider further 


evidence in your case, 


f 
i 
You will be duly"notified of such action as may be taken 


by the Secretary of the Interior. 
Respectfully, 





/ 


Acting Chairman, 





‘naregee, teddies Wee tay 29, ios. 


(Tae I ey 


Wiley ZB. Dowrut; 


Harrison,’ Arkansae. 
pear Bir : ' i je 

You are hereby’ notified that oF Ae 5th day ‘or May, 1903, 
the Sé@oretary of the Interior aff immed - ‘the decision of this Com 
migseion refusing the applications tor Vitdy ti Pacation as Missiasipps 
Chootaws of the ‘sevéral persons spoduder “th. the eonsclidated case 
of TAga ite Brown, et 41,,4.0f) which dashes iow you: were advised by 
Tegistered madi on the &7th day of taruary, 2903; 

| | Respectfully, 


(ONE : 


"Larne, Diaby, 


Chairzian . 


‘an 
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Muskogee, Indian Territory, July 7, 1903. 


Belle Buokner, 
Goloonda, Indian Territory. 
Dear Madam: 
Receipt is hereby acknowledged of your letter of May 31, 
1903, in which you ask to be a@vised the status of the Mississippi 
Choctaw case of Wiley Downtm, et al. 
In reply you are informed that on May 5, 1903, the Secre- 


tary of the Interior approved the decision of the Commission refus~- 
ing the application of Wiley Downum, et al., for identification as 


Mississippi Choctews, of which departmental action the applicants 


were duly advised om May 19, 1903. The Commission now considers 


this case closed. 
salfleseay, : 


Commissioner in Charge. 
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DEPARTMENY OF THE ENTERTOR, 
COMMISSION TO: FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES, 
Mugkegee, Indian Territory ,May 17,1902. 


In the matter eineses: ae ae ai of Nancy Pearl Cooper 
for the identifiaation of herself and one minor child,Georgie 8. 
Cooper ,as Misgispippi Choctaws. 


Said Nancy Pearl Cooper,;being first duly sworn,testified 
as follows: 


Examination by the Comission, 


What's your name? A Nancy Pearl Cooper. 

How old are you? A Twenty-three years old. 

Where do you live? A Springdale ;Arkanses, 

How long have you lived there: <A Ever since I was a baby. 
Always lived there? A Yes sir. 

Wheat is your father's name? A Prancis Marion Lee. 

Is he dead? A Yes sir. 

What's your mother's name? A Lurany Dodson. 

She has married again,has she? A Yes sir. 

She is now living,is she not’? A Yes sir. 

She made application to be identified before the Commission a few 
days ago,dis: she not,as a Mississippi Choctaw? A Yes sir. 

Q Doyou claim through your mother? A Yes sir. 

Q How much Choctaw blood do you claim? A. I don't know. 

Q Has your mother ever been recognized as a Choctaw Indian by the & 
Choctaw Tribal authorities or the United States Court in Indian 
Territory or’enrolled by 6ither’as such? A I don't know. 

Q What is your husband's name? A George Cooper. 

Q He 4s living and a white man,isn't he? A Yes sir. 

Q Yok make no cla‘ for him? A No sir. 

Q What's the name of your minor child? A Georgie S. Cooper. 

QA girl? A Yes sir. 

Q How old? A Two years old. 
Q Ie that the only child you have? A Yes sir. 

© You claim for this child and yourself,do you? A Yes sir. 

Q Is your name on any of the tribal rolls of the Choctaw Nation in 
Indian Territory? -A No sir. 

Q Have you ever been admitted to citizenship in the Choctaw Nation 
by the Chectaw Tribal authorities in. Indian Territory? <A No sir. 
Q Have you ever made application for citizerfship in the Choctaw 
Nation to the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes under the act 
of Congress of June 10,1896? A No sir. 4 


Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 








Q Is this your first. application for citizenshipt in the Choctaw 
Nation either to the Choctaw Tribal authorities or the United States 
authorities in Indian Territery? A Yes sir: . 

Q Do you come. before the Commission to mow be identified as a 
Mississippi Choctaw and to identify your child as a Mississippi 
Choctaw claiming under article 14 of the treaty of 1830? A Yes sir. 
Q Do you understand that article of that aty? A I don't know 
whether I do or not. 





Nancy Pearl Cooper,et al--2 


The treaty of 1830 was made between the United States Gor- 
ernment and the Choctaw Indians at a place saalled.Dancing 
Rabbit Creek in the State’ of Mississippi on the 27th day 
of. September of that year; The object of that treaty w as 
to remove the Choctaw Indians from the Choctaw Nation east 
of the Mississirpi River to the Choctew Nation. Indian 
Territory, Before ‘the treaty was signed it became kmown 
that a good many Chictaws wonld refuse to co to the Choctaw 
Nation Indian Territory and*in order’ to protect the inter- 
ests of those Indians whe stayed back there in the old 
Choctaw Nation, article 14 was drawn up and put into the 
treaty of 1830. It reads as follows: 


"Each Choctaw head of.a family beihg desirous to re- 
main and beotme a citigen of the States shall be permit- 
ted to do so by signifying his intention to the Agent 
within six months after.the ratification of this treaty 
and he or she shall thereupon be entitked to a reservation 
of on@ section of six hundred and forty acres of land,to 
be bounded by sectional lines of survey; in like manner 
shall be entitled to one half that quantity for each 
unmarried child which is living with him over ten years of 
age and a quarter section for such.¢child as may be under 
ten years of age,to adjoin the location of the parent. 

If they reside upon said land, intending to becoke citizens 
of the States,for five years after the ratification of this 
treaty,in that case a grant in. fee simple shall issue; 

seid reservation shall include the present imppovenent of 
the head of the family or a portion of it. Persons who 
claim under this artiole shall not lose the privilege of qa 
Choctaw citizen but if they ever remove are not to be 
entitled to any portion of the Choctaw annuity." 


Q You. understand that,do you,wel} enough to claim under it? A 
Yes sir. 

Q What's the name of your ancestor through whom you claim your 
right to be identified as a Mississippi Choctaw?) A Jim Vinson. 

Q Who was Jim Vinson? A My great-grandfather. 

Q Your mother's grandfather? A Yes sir, 

Q How much Choctaw blood did he have? A Quarter. 

Q Did he live in Mississippi in 1830? A I dontt know whether he 
did’ or not.. 

Q Do yau know whether he ever lived in Mississippi? A Yes sir, 
I've always been taught that *» 

Q You have been taught that by your mother?. A Yes sir. 

Q That he Jived:in Mississippi in 1830? A. Yes sir. 

Q Did he have.any children there at that tine ~-while living there 
then? A I don't know whether he did or not. 

Q Did any of your Choctaw ancestors ow any improvements on land 





Q Did any of your Choctaw ancestors own any land or claim any in 
misecpecrrt or’ Alabama in 1830? A Yes sir, I've heard them talk 
about it, 

Q Who, did you hear talk about it? A My mother. 

Q What did your mother say about it? A That's all I know about it- 
I don't know any’ more about it. ; 


Q Did any of. your Ghoctaw ancestors eo from that old Choctaw Nation 
east of the Mississippi River.to the Chootaw Nation Indian Territory 
between 1833 and 1838? A I don't know. 


Wit)“ 
’ 
4 
tt 





Nancy Pearl Cooper,et al--3 


Q Did any of your Choctew ancestors within six months after the rat- 
ification of this treaty of 1830 go to the United States Indian 
Agent ,Col.Ward,and tell him that t hey wanted to stay in Mississip- 
pi,take land there and become citizens of the States? A I don't 
knew. 


The Choctaw Indians who stayed in the old Choctaw Nation 
in Mississippi and Alabama after the treaty of 1830 was 
ratified were required to go to the United States Indian 
Agent ,Co,1.Ward,within six months after the ratification 
of that treaty,if they wanted to take advantage of it, 

and tell him that they wanted to stay in Mississippi and 
take land there and become citizens of the States. A good 
many Choctaw Indians did this whose names Col.Ward failed 
to put on his list,known as Ward's Register, His failure 
to do this caused a good many Indians who held land in 
Mississippi,to lose both their land and t eir improvements 
upon that land. Both were taken from them by the Gevern- 
ment and sold at its public land sales. This caused so 
many complaints among the Indians that in 1837 a Commis- 
sion was appointed by Congress which went to Mississippi 
and heard claimants under article 14 of the treaty of 1830. 
In 1842 another Commission was appointed by 

the same purpose j and this Commission went to Mississippi 
and heard claima nts under that article of that treaty. 


Q Did any of your Choct ow ancestors go before either of those two 
Seeetenions and claim any benefits as Choctaw Indians? A Yes 
sir, 

Q Do you know,now,surely about that? A No sir. 

Q Do you want to change that answer to you don't know? A Yes sir, 
I don't know. 

Q Did any of your Choctaw ancestors receive any scrip or certifi- 
cates from the Government which entitled them to select land in 
Mississippi,Alabama,Louisiana or Arkansas? A I don't know. 


This scrip was issued under an act of Congress approved 
August 23,1842,and was issued to those Indians who proved 
that they had rights under article 14 of the treaty of 

1830 and who also proved that their land had been taken Sxx 
— them by the Government,in the old Choctaw Nation and 
sold. 





Q Is Luraney Dodson your mother? A Yes sir. 

Q She has made application to be identified as a Mississippi 
Choctaw,has she? <A Yes sir. 

Q Dc you want to have your case considered with hers and all other 
applicants who claim through the same common ancestor that you 
Claim through? A Yes sir. 


The case of Lurany Dedson.M C R 5564,is here referred to 
for the purpose of consolidation. 





Nancy Pearl Cooper,et al. ,--4 


Q@ Do you speak or undérstand the Choctaw language? A Wo sir. 

Q Have you any mere testimeny that you want to present new? A No k 
sir... : ‘ 
Q Do you want to have a little ¢ime in which te present other tes- 
timony if you should happen to-desire to? A Yes #ir, 


Thirty days time will ve @llewed this applicant in which te 
present other testinmy,if she desires,in suppert of this 
application. 


This applicant has the pearance and physical character-= 
istics of being descende from white parentage--ahe bas 

& mediun light complexieon,blue eyes and light brown hair; 
she does net speak or underetand the Choctaw language and a 
has uo knowledge of a compliance on the part of her ances- 
ters. with any ef the provisions of article 14 of the trdaty 
of 1830, This applicant is net in goed health--she has 

net been ,her mother states,since her birth; she is consump 
tive and has had paralysis and this fact has interfered 
materially with her giving her testimony. 


Ira .84 Wiles,being first duly seee tates that as stenographer 


to the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes he reported in full 
@il proceedings had in the abeve entitled eause heard at Muskogee, 
Indian Territery May 17th,1902,and that the above and foregoing is 
& full, true‘and correct transeript of his stenegraphic notes ‘taken 
in said proteedings on said date. 


Subseribed and sworn to before me this the @34 day of May ,1902,at 


Muskogee , Indian Territory. Wy 


Notary Public. 
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uskenee, Indian territory, January 2%, 1808, 


Nancy Pearl Cooper, 
Springdale, Avkansas, 

Dear Uadam} } | rie 
You are. hereby advised that on the e7th day of Jerbary 5 

1908, the Commision to the Five civilised Tribes. rendered a da 

cision in the consolidated ease of Ligzie Brown, ‘et Oly: entorag- 

ing the following applications for identification as uiebhasayn . 

Choctawat . 


Lizaie Brown, et al, MeGe Rs oaue 
Etta Brown eater 8 

James Ay Brown Woe oe 
Ethel. eee vonene Pee 
Nanéy Peayl Blsen ot al, MOR, BBO 
Wiley mt Als M,0,R, 5689: 
wiitten devpowmmy'ot'atts  traear goes 

am 
Elifabeth Killebrew, ot 41, MeGeR, 5566_ 


These aphiiocations were made under the provision of the 
act of Congress of * Sane 88, 1898 {50 Stata,, 408), which is as 


follows; 


"Said Commission shall have ing sigh 0 devaymine the 
identity of Shootaw zndlans OL AINE NE apie in vated 
pire the 


Staten and, the the Chootaw flation, ated Settanoee twenty~ 
on hundred. t @ and to that snd may 
sandehetie son axermine w, tnessee dnd P ail other 
o ncooeeary "there and ag A report tg the Seorctary of 
the TntorLor,* 








Nancy Pearl Cooper, -—2 


Said degision concludes xs follows} 


"It. 1@ therefore the opinion of this Commission that the 
evidenge herein is insufficient to determine the identity of 
Lissie Brown, Jesse Prown, Vada Brown, Bessie Browns Etta 
Brown, Janer Ay Brown, Bthel.éohnstony lirany Dodson, Sames 
Andrew Jaokron Leeg Nancy Pearl Sooper, Georgis 8, Cooper, 
Wiley le Dowmum, Belle Buckner, (nee Dowmm)y Josse Dowmm, 
Ollie Lewle (nee Dowmim), charlie ipl Lee Downum, Lark 
Downum, Henry Dowmim, Myrtie Downum, Julia aes eh Bliza 
Buckner, Cioero Buckner, James sidny Dowmm, tulu Pornm, 
Bllen Downum, Gurtie Dovmm, Norval Dowmum, William A, Dowmamy 
Johnnie Loe Downum, Una’ Er, Downum, Wina Dowrtum, Maud Minnie 
Downum, Blizabeth Kallebrew and hortha Kiliehrew as Choctay 
Indians entitled to rights in the Ghoetaw lands under the vro-~ 
visions of said article fourteen of the treaty of eighteon 
hundred and thirty, and that the applications for their idem 
tification .s such should be refused, and it is so ordered, * 


You are further advised that you will bo allowed fiftesn 
days from the date hereof within which to file arguments in this 


offlees and that at the exniration of said time the papersin the 


casé, togethor with such arguments will be forwarded to the sedro~ 
tary of the Interior through the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 
Respectfully, 


@iani 


Aoting chairman, 
Registered, 








H.C RB. 6690 


Muskogee j Traian Territory, May 29,2903. 


Naney Pearl Cooper, 


Sprinkdade, Arkansas, 
Deer Madam: 3 eed, 
ou are hereby notified that oni tts 6th day 0f May, 1903, 


the Secretary of the Inter tor aff irmed ~hevdeqieion of this Com- 
mission refueing the applications for identstioation ke Mississinp ts 
Choctaws 6f the several persons ineluded. Jh, the consolidated. conse 
of Digai Brown, et°al., of which deciston you were advised by 
registered mail on the 27th day of. January; 1903, 
Respectfully, 
chia 
Tama Bixby. 


-f 








For Identification as a Mississippi Choctaw. 
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In the matter of the application of Altha C. Davis: for 
identification of herself and her miner child, Annie Davis, as 
Missiswippi Chect awe. 


J. O. Pool, Atterney for Applicant. 


Altha C. Davis, being first duly sworn, testifiedas 


follows: 
Examination by the Commission. 


What is your mame? A. Altha C, Davis,. 
How old are you? A. © am twenty-one years: 014, 
What is your péest-offies? A Granite, Oklahoma. 
How dong have you lived at Granite? A One 
baie a you live before that? A, Seven miles west of Mandon, 
0, T. 
Where did you live vefore you went to ORsheme* A, In Indian 
Territory, im thé Chiekesaw Nation. 
Q How long did yeu live there? A. About ey ye or ten years, 
Q. be oar cal you live before that time? A. I Liveda little while 
exe. 
Whore did you come from to Texaa? A, an, 
Where you born? A, I we dorn in Alabada, 
@ What Place in Alabsua? A qnene +0 A 


when I left Alabama, 
Ie your father living? A, Yeu, sir. 
Is your mother.14 ving? A. Yes, sif, 
What is your fa ts name? . Ax, Henry po gee 


is your s nome? an M,. Gollins, ‘new, 
name He oe From hat 3 Yew, sir. 
cor & reren. F fr ee husband? A. Yeu, sir. 


on gil ea Hh dang your father? Ab TY nee. baa ® 
of year age. 
baa averse eb: Ay Yeu, sir, 





In what court? A. In the court at Ryan, Pickens coumty, Indian 


glad et A 

When He t? A. About twe years age, 

You ¢1 Choctaw blood through which parent? A, My mother, 

How mueh Choctaw blood de you claim? A. I don't know; I reckon 
about ene-eignth, ; 

vas your mother ever been recognizéd in any way or eroliled an 
a — wv the C hectaw Tribe of Indians in Indian Territory? 
A, No, sir, 

Are you married? A. I have been married. I am divorced from 
my husband. 

Q- IS this husband the father of your child you are making appli- 
cation fer? A. Ye s, sir. 

Q What is his name? A. John T. Davis, 

Qe You still keep his na @, do you? A, Yes, sir. 

When and where were you digorced from your husband? A. At Mandon, 
Okla.,, in the county court of Greer county. 

On what date? A. Last September, 1901, 

You yourzelf obtained the divorce? A, yes, sir. 

Did you obtain the Gustody of your child at the same time? A, 
Yes, sir, 

Do you make any application for your husband? A No, sir. 

Is he @ white mam or an Indian? A. He is white. 

What is the name of your child? A. Annie Davis. 

How old is she? A, Nineteen months old, 

This child is with you at your home? A, Yes, sir. 

Q Is your mme on any ef the tribal rolls of the Choctaw Nation in 
Indim Territory? A, No, sir, 

Q. Have y ou ever made appplication for citizenship in the Choctaw 
Nation either to the Choctaw tribal authorities or the United 
States authorities in Indian Territory? A, No, sir. 

Q. Have you made applieation to the Commission to the Five Civili- 
ized Tribes, sometiges called Dawes Commisa@ om, for citizen- 
ship in the Choctaw wation under the act of Congress of June 
10, 18967 A, No, sir, 

Have y ou ever made application to any authority whatever for 
citizenship in the Octaw wation before the one at this time? 
A, No, sir, 

» This is your first application? A, It is my first, 

- You have never been admitted to citizenship in the Choctaw 
Nation either by the Choctaw tribal authorities , the Co:mis- 
sion 'o the Five Civilized Tribes, or the United States 
Court in Indim Territory? A, No, sir, 

Do you now come before the Commisal on to identify yourself and 
your child as Missisa@ ppi Choctaws Claiming underarticle 14 
of the treaty of 1830? A, Yes, sir. 

Do you understand that article of that treaty? A, I don't think 
I do, 

Do you care to have it explained, or de you want it read to you? 
A. If you will explain it a little further- - 





The treaty of 1830 was made between the United States 
govermment and the Choctaw tribe of Indians at a Place in Missi ssip- 
pi called Dancing Rabbit Creek, and was made for the purpose of 
removing as fer as pessible ali the Choct ew Indians from the old 
Choctaw Nation east of the Mississ ippi River to the Chectaw wation 
in Indian Territory; it wae Signed on the 27th day of Septem er, 
1830, Before the treaty wassigned it became known that a great 
many Choctaw Indians in Missisa Ppi would not ge from that old 





Choctaw wation to the Choctaw watien in Indian Territory, and in 
ordert o pretect the interests of those who remained in ii seisesipps 
thew 74d feourtem was drawn up and put inte the treaty of Dancing 
abbit Creek, 


That article reads as follews: 


"Each Choctaw head of a family being desirous to remain 
and become acitisen of the States shall be permitted te do se by 
Signifying his intention to the Agent within six months from the 
ratification of this treaty, and he or she hadi thereupon ne en- 
titled to a reservation of ene section of six hundred and forty 
acres of land te be bounded by sectional lines of survey; in like 
manners hall be entitled to ome half that quantity fer each unmar- 
ried child which is living with him over tm years of age and a 
quarter section to such child as may be under ten years of age, to 
adjoin the location of the parent. If they reside upon said lands 
intending to become citizens of the States for five years after 
the ratification of this treaty, in that case a grant in fee simple 
shall issue. Said reservation shall inelude the present improve- 
ment of the head of the family or a portion of it. Persons who 
claim under thisarticle shall not lo se the privilege of a Choctaw 
citizen but if they ever remove are not to be entited to any por- 
tion of the Choctaw annuity." 


Do you know if any of your Choctaw ancestors complied or at- 
tempted to comply .ademe wit any of ths provisions of that 
article of that treaty? A I don't know, 

What is the name of your ancestor through whom you claim the 
right to be identifiedas a Mississippi Choctaw? A. Jack 
Jenkins. 

‘hat relationwas heto you? A. He was my mother's great-great 
grandfather. 

Did he live in Mississippi in 1830? A. Yes, sir. 

Did he have a family there then? A, Yes, sir, 

He was a head of a family in Mississippi in 1830,was he? A, 
Yes, sir. 

How much Choctaw blood di# he have? A. He was a full blood. 

Did he have @ Choctaw Indian name? A. I don't know whether he 
had or not, 

Do you know whom he married? A, No, sir. 

How do you know that Jack Jenkins was a full blood Choctaw In-~ 
dian, living in Missisdppi in 1830, and had a family there 
then? A. I only know what I have heard in the family. 

It is a matter of family history with you, then, and you state 
what you know only from the traditions and history of the 
family. A. I only know what I have heard my mother and other 
relatives say. 


° 
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Do you claim through your mother, Sarah M. Collins? A. Yes, 
sir. don't 

Did she live in Missi ssippi in 1830? A, I think BO. 

Hew old is she? A, She is 41 years old, 

Has she been before the Commission to be identifiedas a Missis- 
Sippi Choctaw? A. Yes, sir 

Did she apply under the name off Sarah M. Collins? A. Yes, sir, 

When did she come before the O@mmission? A, I don't know. 
Mr. Pool can tell you; I was not here. It was Yast spring, I 
think, 





The spring of 1902? A, Yes, sir. 

Just a few months ago, then? A. Yes, sir. 

Didany of your Cho¢aw ancestors own or claim anglands or im- 
provements in the 01d Choctaw wation in Mississippi or Ala- 
bama in 1830? A. I don't know. 

Did any of yeur Chectaw ancestors within sixx months after the 
ratification of the treaty of 1830 go te Col. Ward the United 
States Indian Agent and tell him they want to stay, take 
lands and become citizens of the States? <A. I don't know, 

Did any of -your Choctaw ancestors go with other Indians to the 
Choctaw yation, Indian Territory, from the old Choctaw ,ation 
in Missisal ppi and Alabama between 1833 and 1838 and 1840? 

A. I don't know; I cannot tell you. 

Did any of your Choctaw ancestors own any landor claim any land 
in Mississippi under article fourteen of the treaty of 18307 
A. I don't know. 


The Choctaw Indians whe lived in Mississippi and Alabama 
after the treaty of 1830 was ratified were required, if they 
wanted to take advantage of the prov sions of article four tea 
of that treaty, to go to Col, William Ward, the United States 
Indian Agent, and tell him that they desired to stay in the 
old Choctaw Nation, take lands there, and become citizens 
of th States. A great many Choctaw Indians did this whose 
names Col, Ward failed to put upon his list, known as "Ward's 
Recister." His neglect to do this cau seda great many 
Choctaw Indians to lose both their land and improvements in 
Mississippi, for both wee taken from then by the government 
and sold at its public land sales. This caused so many com- 
plaints among the Choctaw Indians that in 1657 congress ap- 
pointed a commission which went to Missisa ppi and heard 
claimants under article fourtem of the treaty of 18350. In 
1842 congress appointed another cormmission which went to 
Missisa ppi and leard claimants under articlefourfem of the 
treaty of 1850. 


Q. Do you know whether any of your Choctaw ancestors went before 
either of these commission in Mississippi and heard claimssks 
ed any benefits under article fourteen of the treaty of 1830? 
A. I don 't know. 

Q. Did any of your Choctaw ancestors receive anyserip from the 
U. 8. Government which entitled them to take lands in Misissis- 
sippi, “ouisiana, Alabama, or Arkansas, to take the place of 
lamis which had been taken from them by the governmert and 
sold? A. I don't know. 

Q. What other relatives of yours have been tefore the commission 
beside vour mother, Sarah M. Collins? A. My cousin, John R, 
Price, made application for himself and his children. 

Serah Collins is your mother” A. Yes, sir. 

Q. She has made application before the Commission? A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do you want her case, the oa se of John R. Price, and yours all 
considered together? A. Yes, Judge, I want mine and my 

mothers all together, 





The case No. R-4877, also the case of John R.Piice, 
No. 1562, are here referred to for the purpose of consolida- 
tion. 





at an Chectaw langues dost you speak? A. I don't speak wy 

at all, © 

You are ayn Indian and do not sent the Chectaw language! A, 
Yes, but I never did Learn. Ate Tt ihave & brother who can speak 
it alt “yights 

Have y ou any. other evidence you wand t @ introduce before. the 
Commisd on new? Ay Only a ‘paper. (Presenting it.) 


The ex parte affidavit of Shrah Collins is presented, 
rapets marxed “Exhibit A" , and made a part of the regord in 
Ss case. 


Have you any other evidence to present? A, 


Attorney, J. 9. Pool, asks that. time be allowed in which to 
introduce other evidence in support of thé claim. 


Motion is allowed, and thirty days from this date. is 
allowed,in which to introduce other evidence in this aplica- 
tion, if-desired. 


This applicant has the appearance and phy@ieal character- 
istics of being descended from white parents; she, has.a fair 
complexion, blue eyes, brown hair, and. does not understand 
the Choctaw language. She has no knowledge of any compliance 
on the part of any of her ancestors with any of the provisions 
of article f ourteen of the treaty of 1830, 


8, A, Apple, being duly sworn, on his oath states that 
as stenographer to the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes he 
reported the foregoing proceedings om May 19, 1 3 and that the 
foregoing transoript is a true and c@rreoct tranglation of his 
notes in same, to the best of his knGwledce and ability. 





AL CA. CGCfESe_ 


Subseribed ands worn to before me this 20th day of Jay, 1902. 
2 


Notary Public. 
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SOPY: 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, April 80, 1903. 


Altha C. Davis, 
Granite, Oklahoma. 
Dear Madam! 
You are hereby advised that on the 20th day of April, 
19035, the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes rendered a de- 
cision in the consolidated case of John R. Price, et al., embrac- 
ing the following applications for identification as Mississippi 


Choctaws? 


John R. Seles Hip al. M.C.R. 1852 


Mary J. Sorrell, et al., M.C,R. 1553 
Joel N. Price, M.C.R. 2565 
Gemima A. Pierce, et al., M.C.Re 1692 
Nancy H. Bryant, et al., M.C.R. 1554 
Sarah Collins, et al., M.C.Rs 4877 
Althea C. Davis, et al. M.C,.R. $592 
William 0. Price, et al., M.0,8, 3079 


These applications were made under the prevision of the 
act of Congress of June 28, 1898 (30 Stats., 495) which is as 
fellows: 

"Said Commigsion shall have authority to determine 
the identity ef Choctaw Indians claiming rights in the Choctaw 
lands under article fourteen of the treaty between the United 


States and the Choctaw Nation, concluded September twenty-seventh 
eighteen hundred and thirty , and to that end may administer oaths 





examine witnesses and perform all other acts necessary thereto 
tate ‘ 38 q Se oO! iy i¢ nt oT. 


Said decision concludes as follows: 





“It is therefore the epinion ef this Commission that 
the ovicemee herein is insufficient to determine the identity of 
jenn » Price, Chariie 0, Price, Mary J. Sorrell, Sallie L. Serrell, 

Zaney J 5 Sarréii, Lillian ¥. Seéy 4 Samad 8, Sorrel, ool ¥. 
Price Gomi Ae P Ls Zieres og a. 
Bryant, Ora 2. Bryant ate deat te in Stren Ce A 
viens "Joe Morrisen feces terey Collins, Austin Gelling, a hevla Gell ins, 
Dooley Collins, Althe ¢, Davis, Annie Daviny William 0, Price, 


Martha Bffie Price Wyatt Price ra apd and 
<p fgbate Brtaey ca me 


sayd from the date hereof within which to file arguments in this 
effice, and that at the expiration of said time the papers in the 
ease together with suoh argunents will be forwarded to the Seere- 
tary of the Interior through the Commissioner of Indian Affaire. 


Respeetfully, 


Reg tietered,. 
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ADDRESS ONLY THE Muskogée, Indian Terri tory, November 30, 19%. 


COMMISSION TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES 


Althea C. Davis, 

Granite, Oklahoma. 
Dear Madam: 

You are hereby notified that on the 17th day of November 
1904, the Secretary of the Interior affirmed the decision of this 
Commission refusing the applications for the identification as Mis- 
sissippi Choctaws of the several persons inoluded in the econsolidat- 
eG case of John R. Price et al.y Of which decision you were advised 
by registered mail on the 20th day of April, 1903. 


Respectfully, 


LO 4 3S 
Commissioner in Charge. 
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For Identification as a Mississippi Choctaw. 
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Department of the Interior. 


Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes, 
MUSKOCEE, IND. TER. 


Oklahoma Territory. 


* 





DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
COMMISSION TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES, 
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Department of the Interior. 


Oommission to the Five Oivilized Tribes, 
MUSKOCEE, IND. TER. 
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: Deyartment of the Interior. 
Commission te the Five Civilized Tribes. 
Muskogee, I, T., May 19, 1902. 
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In the matte® 6f the application of Bettie Cherry for ~ 
‘ddentification of heraeif and her minor child, Bertha Ellen Cherry, 
@8 Mississippi Choctayg, , , 


tion. 


Tee Py Hudson, eh tortey for Applicant, present at 


Bettie Cherry, Mfter being first duly sworh, testified 
follows: 


Examination by the Commission, 


What is your name? A, Bettie Cherry. 
How oldare you? <A, I am eighteen years old. 
Are you married? A, Yes, sir. 
Have you any children? A. I have one. 
What is your post office adress? A. Imola, Ind. Ter. 
How long have you lived’ there?. A. Two years. 
Where did you live before that? A. In Oklahoma, 
How long a4@ you live-in Okiahemm: A. Ten years. 
Where did you live efore that.time? A. In the Chi¢laskw Nation, 
Where did you live---or how long did you live ‘there-* Chickasaw 
Nation? A, I don't know, 
All time before you went te Oklahoma? A. No, sir; :I was 
berm in Tess. my 
Did C 0) =P. Dp th Uni ok w ony 
»« Wheres were you bern in Texas? Ai In Erath county. 
Is your fatler living? As Yes, air. 
Is your mother living? A. Wea, sir. 
What is.your father's mama? A. John Gilmore. 
What is your mother's nam? A, Phoebe Ann Gilmore, 
Through which parent do, you claim Choctaw blood? A; My mother. 
How mush Choctaw bieod @6 yeu claim? A.. One-sixteenth, 


ee we 6 ° 
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Has your mother ever been recognised ia any wy or enrolled as 
a& member af the Chootaw*Tribe of Indians in Indien Territory, 
by the Choetaw tribal authbrities or the United States author- 
ities? A, No, sir. 

Aré you married? A, Yes, eir. 

Is your husband living? A. Yes, sir. 

Is he a white mam or & Choctaw Indian? A. He is a white man, 

is his name? A. Jim-.Cherry,. 

Yowr make no ¢laim for him, do you? A. No, sir. 

How many children have you for whieh you want to make applica- 
tion? A, I have one. 

What is its name? A. Ber Plien Cherry. 

How old is she? A. Two m old. 

You make olaim for y ourself and this child? A. Yes, sir. 

Is your name on any of the tribal rolls of the Choe't aw Yation 
in Indian Territory? A. Noe, sir. 

Have you ever made application for citizenship in the Choctaw 
Nation to the Choctaw Tribal authorities? A, No, sir. 

Have you ever made application for citizenship in the Choctaw 
Nation to the Dawes Commissin under the act of Congress of 
June 10, 1896? A. No, sir. 

Is this the first application you have made for yourself and 
ehild to any authority whatever? A. Yes, sir. 

You have never beenadmitted with your child to citizenship in 
the Choctaw wation by the Choctaw tribal authorities or by 


peecee 
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the Commiss,amn to the Five Civilized Tribes, or the United 
States Co in Indian Territory? A. No, sir. 

Do you now co before the Commission for the purpose of identi- 
fying yourself andc hild as Mississippi Choctaws, claiming 
rights under article fourtem of the treaty of 1850 A. Yes, 
sir ; 

Do you understand that article of that treaty? A. No, sir. 


The treaty of 1830 was made hetween the United States 

a the Choctaw Indians at a place in Mississippi called Dancing 

bbit Creek, on the 27th day of September of, that year, and was 
made forthe purpose of removing the Choctaw Indians fromthe old 
Choctaw  ationeast of the Mississippi River to the Choctaw yation 
in Indian Territory. Before the treaty was signed it became known 
that a great many Choctaw Indians would net go from the old Chectaw 
Wation, and in order to protect their rights article fourteen was 
drawn.up and put into the treaty of 1830. 


It readsas follows: 


"Rach Choctaw head of a family being desirous to remain 
and tecome a citigsen of the States shall be permitted to do so by 
signifying his intention to the Agent within six months from the 
ra ca r : E : ay 
titled 6 


Te O a 3 rf ayIG Ss oO Sie . ° va ciese a ~ 
to a reservation of one seetion of six hundred and forty 
acres of lami to be bounded by seetiona 1 lines of survey; in like 
manner shall be entitled to one hal™@ that quantity fer each un- 
marriedc hild which is living with Wim over ten years ef age and a 
quarter section to such ehild as may be under ten years of age, 
to adjoin the location of the parent. If thay reside upon said 
Lend@ intending to become citizens of the States for fiw years 





after the ratification of this treaty, in thet case.a grant in fee 
Simple shall issue. Said rapervasagn shail imolude the present 
improvement of the head of family or @ portion of it. Persons 


whe Glaim under this article *hall not lose the privilege of a 
Choctaw citigen, but if they @ver remove aré riot to da, entitled te 
any portion of the Chee taw a aty.* 


Do you understand t hat treaty and article new well enough to 

Claim under it? A, Yea, sir. 
- What is the name of your énec taw ancestor through whom you 
cag the right te be identifiedas a Migsissi ppi Chectaw'? 
» Green - - 

@o further back? A. Nancy Littlepage,. 

What relation was she to you? A. My gréat-great-grandm other. 

Did she or any other of your Choctaw ancestors comply or attenpt 
to comply with any of the provisions of article 14 of the 
treaty 6 1830? A. I don't know. 

How much Chectaw blood aia Natiey Littlepage have? A. I don't 
know. 

Q+ Did she live in the old Chootaw Nation in Mississippi if 18309 

» < don't know, ' 

Qs Was she or any other ef your Choctaw aicestors who lived back in 
the old Choctaw wation, living there 4n 1830 and at the head 
of a femily then? A. No, sir, I don't know. 

Q . Did any of y our Choctaw ancestors own or elaim any lands in 
Mise@isd ppi or Alabama under article fourteen of the treaty 
of 18307 A. I don't mew, 

Didany ofy our Choctaw ancestors own any: improvements or om 
any lands in Mississippi or Alabama in 1830? A. tT don't know. 

- Didany of your Choctew ancestors within #ix months frem the 

ratification of the treaty of 1830 ga te Col. William Ward, 
the United States Indian Agent, and tell’him they wanted to 
remain in Missiasi ppi, take lands there and become citizens 
of the Btates? A, , don't know. 

Did any of your Ghoctaw ancestors 8° from that old Choctaw Na- 
tion east of the Mississippi River with the other Indians 
to the Choctaw Nation, Indian Territory, betwean 1833 and 
1838 and 1840? A. I don't know. 


The Choctaw Indians who remainea in the o]d Choctaw Na- 
tion in Mississippi and Alabama after the treaty of 1830 was 
ratified were required, if they wanted to take advantage of the 
provisions of article la of that treaty, to go within six months 
after it was ratified to Col. wi \liqm Ward, the United States 
Indian Agent, and tell him they wanted to stay, take lands and 
become oa ans of he £ ‘reat on ' ‘ ine 6G 
this whose names Gol. Ward failed to put upon his list knownas 
"Ward's Register," Mile failure te do this caused - good 
Choctaw Indians living in Missiad ppi to lose both their land and 
improvements, for both were taken fram them by the Government and 
gold at its public land Bales. This cau sed so many complaints . 
among the Choctaw Indians that in 1837 congress, by an act of 
March 3 of that year, appointed a commission wheth went to Missis- 
#ippiand heard claimants under article fourtem of that treaty of 


‘ome 





1830. In 1842 another commission was appointed, by an act of 
Congress of Auguat 23, 1842, and this sonmmiseion also went to 
Missisea ppi and we ard claimants underarticle fourtea of the 
treaty of 1830. Both commissions made lists of such games as 
e¢ame before them, 


Bo you know whether any ofy our Choctaw aoestors went before 
q. (either of theSe.conmitsions ahd clgimed any benefits under 
artiole cere of ‘the treaty of 1830? A, Mo, sir, 2... 
Q. Did any of your Choctaw ancestors reeeive any serip from the 
pe iter whieh entitled them to select lands Mississippi, 
labarm, Leoutefana, ar Arkarieas in place of taken from 
them by the go¥ermmént and sold’. A. I don't know? 
Q, Have you any r@latives who have been before the Commission to 
be identified as Mississippi Choctaws? A. Yee, sir, James 6, 
Birdsell, my unolg, has been ‘ere. 


The application of James C. “Rirdsell, No. 5273, is here 
referred to for the, purpose of consolidation. ~ : 
What relation is james C, Birdsellxto you? A, My unele, “s sie 

Eas he been before thé Commission? A. yes, sir, 

Do you want his case and all otie rs who come here claiming 
under the same ancestor 411 combined in one case and consider- 
ed together by the Commission? A. Yes, sir. 

- Favey ou any other evidence? 


Here lL. P, Hudson, attormey for applicant, moves that thirty 
days time be allow’ in which to introduce further evidence in 
support of this application, 


Motion is allowed by the Commission, 


Q. Do you speak or understand the Choctaw language? A, No, sir, 
Q. Anything more you want to say/now? A, No, sir, 


Thisga pplicant has the appearance and physical character- 
istics of being descended from white varents; she has blue eyes, 
brown hair, and a fair complexion. Shedoes not understand the 
Choctaw language and has no knowledge of any compliance on the 
part of ler ancestors withany of the provisions ofarticle four- 
teen of the treaty of 1830, 7 





8, A. Apple, being duly sworn, states on his o ath that 
as stenographer to the Co-mission to the Five Civilized Trites he 
reported the ‘oregoing proceedings on May 19, 1902; and that the 
foregoing is a true and correct transoript of his stenographie 


notes in sane, to the best of his knowledge and ge a . or 
IC LINE 


Subscribedand sworn te before me this 20th day ‘of way, 1902, 
te cA G< Ce Z i. Maowec rey 2am 
Wotary Public, ' 





GOPY. . 
Munkeges, ‘Indian territory, apri2.10, 1903, 


Bettie Cherry} 
tnole, Indien Territory, 

Dear Nadan;: 

You are heroby aiiviged that on the 10th day ef April 
1903, the Oommiasion tothe Five Ofvyilizea Tribes rendered a dex 
cision in the conpelidatcd ease Of Phoebe Ann Gilmore, et al,,  6me- 
bracing the following applieations for identifieation as Miesia- 
sippi Ghoetars: 


Fhoebe Anh Gilmore, ot al, ,MiO,R. 5897: 
Henry W, Gilmore, ot al,, 4.0.8, 6896: 
Iaurea Gilmore, MeQ.R. 5694: 
Bettie Che , et al,, E-OsRV 6592; 
James 0, Birtsoll, at @l,, M,C. Ri6273; 
John Willian Birdsell, M.0.R GB98s 
Jeséie Hornbuakle; f ORB, 


These applications were madé under the provisitn of the act - 
of Gongrese of June 28,1698, (30 State,, 498),whigh 18.8 follows 


"Said Gommission shell havo authority to determine 
the identity of Ghootaw Indians ¢ladiming righte dn the 
Choctaw lands under artiele fourtean of the treaty be- 
twoon the United States and the Chootar. tion, coneinded 
Septonbder twenty-seventh, eighteen hund and thirty, 
ané to that. end ‘eininister oaths, examine witnesses 
and perform all other acts no@eseary thereto and make 
report tothe Segretary of the: Interior," 





Said degiaion sonelaies ae follows: 


"It. ig thetsforea the opinien ef this, deamfedion 
that the evitiehoe herein is iheuffiaibnt to determine 





the identity ‘of Phoebe Ann Gilmore, Mary Gilmore Taoy 
Gilmore,’ Monroe Gilmore, Willie Gilmore, Yanoy Gilmoro, 
Robert Efimore, Henry 7. Gilmore, Zane £, Gilmere, 
Leura Gilmore, Bettie Cherry, Bertha Rlien Cherry, , 
Janes Gy, Birdeoll, Frank Birdsell, Dinteel2,Jevete 
Staten is Josi¢ Birdgoll, lle, Bardaget' John, Wiliiem 
Bimieell ‘and. Jeseis Hotnbuokle, as Choeter Indians’ en- 
titled © rights in the Ghostaw lahde ander pe onal 
vistone of gatd axtiole vii aed th th of 


0. trea 
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it is -s6 ordered," 


You aro further advised that you will be allowed fifteen 


days from the dnte hereof within whigh ‘to file arguments in this 

offices, and that et the oxpiration 6f:gaid tine the papers in the 
Gase, together Frith suck arguments, will be forwarded to the See- 
retary of the Interior through the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 


Respectfully, 


SIGNER) 
Lame Bisby, 
Chairman, 


REPLSPe Yer white apilbg a Sad PROS et Soar Pirate) Seyillyg’ ey Pog ese a 
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*"Dear ees 

You are hereuy notified that on the 27th day of June 1903, 
the Secretary of the Interior affirmed the decision of this Commise 
Bion refusing the applications for identification as Mississippi 
Choetaws of the several versons included in the consolidated case of 


Phoebe Ann Gilmore et al, of wiich decision you vere advisod by 
registered mail on the Oth day of April 1903, 


Respectfully, 


4 [ a y | cal 
gq. B. SV E€Q4293, 
Commissioner in Charge, 








For Identification as a Mississippi Choctaw. 


Date 


MAY 19 1902 


Name TVs oer Y 
Age /§ — Bloc rite | 


Post-Offie Snola ets I \ 
ie! Me ae LY Ts 


Mother RS ihe: Amr a 
Claim gee ae ———_—___ 


Virion a 


Children: 





Sténographer Q A. Op fea 
Perit ; 




















Department of the Interier 
Cenmisgion to the Five Givilised Tribes. 
Muske gee, ty Pay ‘May. a9, 1962. 
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In the matter ef the application ef Phili er fer 
identifieatien of himself and his three miner ehildven, x Jumper, 
Katie Jumper, and Marvin Jumper, as Mississippi Chootaws. 


Themas and Harrison are enterea as Attorneys fer 
Applicant. 


Philip Jumper, after being duly sworn, testified as 


T 


Examination by the Commissien. 


Q. What is your mame? A. are Jwaper. 

Q. How old are you? A, I am fifty-nine years old. 

Q What is your pest-office address? A. Durant, Ind. Ter. 

Q. What time did you----er hew leng have you ilvea at Durant’? 
A: Twe weeks, 

Q. Where did yeu live befere that? A. Mississippi. ‘ 

Qe ba fo you bern in Missism ppi? A. yes, as bern right en the 

Se 
Q. yore you always lived there? A, Yes, sir. 
Q. is your father living? A. Ne, sir, 


Is your mother living? A. No, sir. 
What. was yeur father’s name? A, James Jumper. 
. What was your mother's name? A, Eliza r. 

Thr@ugh which parent do yeu claim Cheetaw bleod? A. My father. 

How much Chectaw bloed de you claim? A. I doen't knew. 

Hes yeur father ever bea ree ed in any er etrolled as 
a ctew Indian either by the Cheetaw tri authorities or 
the United States authorities in Indian Territery? A, He, not 
that I knew of, 





= ’ Te hi ney and mether? A. 


Mo, sar, net with me, 
. When I asked you if your father had ever been recognized or en- 
relledas a Chectaw spesen, T mean had he ever bem enrolled 


by any autherity asa Cheetew Indian?’ A. He may have bem, 
hie father was, I suppese he vat too, 
Q. Has your father sver mn eprelled in Indian rerritery, having 
all the rights of a: faw Indian? A, Ne, mot here. 
I am talking about im Ind Territory, and am net talking 
about way back there im Missiseippi. A. I have referenee te 
his heing recegnised back there, 





Q Are you married? A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Is your wife living A, Yes, sir. 

Q. Is shea Chectaw Indian er a white weman? A, She isa white 
women. 

Q. What is her name? A, Margaret Jumper. 

Q. You dom't mie any ¢laim for her, de you 4, Ne, sir. 

Q, Have you any miner children you wantte make application fer? 
A. Net by this woman. 

Q. You have ne children by her? A, No, air. 

Q. What was your first wife's name? A. Margaret Jumper. 

Q. Were you divereed frem your first wife? A. Ne, she is dead . 
She died and left me, 

Q. I asked you if Margaret Jumper was living and yeu said yes. A. 
My first and second wife were both named yargaret. My first 
wife is dead. 

- And you have ne children by the last wife? A. No, sir. All by 
the first wife. 
shes age wife, tm mother of your children, is dead? A, Yes, 
sir, 
» When did she die? A. In 1898 
+ Where did she die? A. In Prentiss county Mississippi. 
. When were you married te yeur second wife? A. About twelve 
months er the death of my first wife. 
Q. Where did you marry your first wife? A, In the same ceunty 


both times, In Brentiss county, Missisai ppi. 
Q. Do you remember the date of your marriageto your first wife? 
A. On the 13th day of yanuary, 1864. 
- In what place? A. In Prentiss county, Miss. 
- Have you proof of that marriage with yeu? A. Me, sir. 
- Can you intreduce it later if given time? A, Yes, sir, 


Thirty days will be allewed for that purpose. 


Q. Were yeu married by a minister’ A. Yes, sir; Parsen Jeter mar- 
ried te. 

Q. Where 4@ you marry? A, At Aunt Elisabeth r's in Prentiss 
ceunty. Wo, I wish te cerrect that; it was Tippah county, 
but right om the lime or near ‘he line ef Prentiss eounty, 

Q. How many children have you? A. I have feur. 

Q- Hew many under age and unmarried that you wantt eo make a pplica- 
tien fer? A, I tmave four, my oldest boy is 28 years eld, 

My oldest one is dead but the oldest living is 28 years eld. 

Q. What is his nam ? A, frank Tamper . 

Q. You cannet makea pplication for Give me the names of thige 
under 21 and unmarried. First give me the pest office address 


of Frank Jumper? A, Shawnee, Oklahoma 
Q. Now what is the name of the next on nd 





Q How old is he? A, He is 18 years 014. 
Q. The mext ome? A. Katie r? 
Q. How old is she? A, She is 39 years old, 
Q. You are not giving them in th order, but go ahead and give 
me the names ef @11 . eur children under @ge and unmarried? 
A. Marvin Jumper. 
How old in mrvin? A He is 14 years old. 
The next one? A. That isall. 
Zhen there are three. A. 7 meant four with Frank . 
aveyou any ether children unmarried, eld or yeung ones ? 
~ A. No, sir. Hot here. I have feur daught ers back in Miss. 





* ¢¢-s, 
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Q. 


Give me their mames? A. Mellie Carpenter. 

Held ‘ig she? A, She is 31. 

Where does she live? A. In Beeneville, Miss. 

The next one? A. Elise yane Thernton. 

Where does she live? A, Tas¢aloosa, Alabam. 

The next? A, Melissa Thornten. 

Did @e marry a brother of her othr sister? A Yes, sir. 
What is her address? A. Tuscaloosa, Alabama, 

Whe is the next one? A. Imla Bryant. 


Q.What is her pest office address? A. BlasPiand, Franklin county, 


Miss, 

ave you any more children? A, No, sir. 

You just aoaee sentence teday fer yeurself, Katie, yervin ani 
Mark Jumper’? A. yes, sir. 

Is your first wife, ,argaret Jumper, the mother of these three 
miner children? A, Yes, sir. 

Ané is shealso the mother of these other children whose mmes 
you have given? 4, :-es, sir, 

Have yeu any children by yourseeond wife? A. No, sir. 

mye = - proof of your mrriag te your @irst wife with you? 

e + 8 Yr ® 


Q. pan you, introduce it if given time? A. Yes, sir. 


Thirty days will be allowed for that purpose. 


Are these miner children with you at heme and ere you supperting 
them? . Yes, sir. 

Is your mme or the namesof any ef yeur minor ec hiléren on any 
of bg ee rolis of theChoctaw Nation in Indian Territory? 
A. ®, Sir. 


. Have yeu ever mdegapplicatien fer enrellment of yourself ani 


your minor children as citizens of the Choctaw Natien toe the 
Cheetaw tribal authorities in Indian Territery? A. Ne, sir. 


. Have you over made applieation for the enrollment of yourself 


andec hildren as Chectaw Indian s under the act ef Cengress of 
June 10, 1896? A. No, sir. 

Is this the first application you have ever made fer enrollment 
as a Choctaw citizen either to the pawes Corm'asien or to 
the Chectaw tribal authorities in Indian Territery? A. Yes, 
sir. 


. You nor yeur ehildren have ever been admitted tee itisenshi 


in the Chectaw yation by any authority whatever, haw ye 
A, No, sir. 


. Do yeu new ceme before the Commisa on to be identifiedas a 


. Do yeu ol 


Mississippi Choctaw and to identify your. minor ehildren as 
pegs fo Choctaws” <A. Yes, sir 
m under article 14 o f the treaty of 18307 A, Yes, 
sir. 
De you know anything about the treaty of 1830, andartiele 14 





Do you know eneugh about art ole Ya of the treaty of 1830 te 
claim under 1t? A. Yos, sir, I understand it well eneugh. 





Article fourteen of the treaty ef 1830 reads ae follows: 


"Bach Ghectaw head of a family being desireus te réimin 
and become a eitisen of the States shall be permitted te de se by 
Signifying his intentien te the Agent within six ménths frem the 
ratification of this treaty, and he or she shall thereupen be en- 
titled te @ reservation of one section of six hundred and forty 
acres ef land te be beundag by sectional lines of survey; in like 
marmmer shall be entitled to one half that quantity fer each unmar- 
ried child which is living with him over ten years ef age and a 
quarter seetien te such ghild as may be under ten years of age, te 
adjoin the lecation of the parent. If they reside upon said land 
interiding te become citizens of the States fer five years after 
the ratification ef this treaty, in that case a grant in fee simple 
shall issue. Said reservation shall inelude the present improve- 
ment ef the head ef the family or a portion of it Persons whe 
claim under this article shall not lose. the privilege of a Choctaw 
citizen, but if they ever remove are not to be entitled te any 
portien of the Chectaw annuity." 


Q. What is the name of your ancestor through whem yeu claim the 
right te be identifieda sa Missiasi npi Choctaw? A Che-ka- 
chyo. 4 

Q. What sedation was this man to yeu? A, He was my great-great- 
grardfathe r. 


Did he live in Misa ssippi in the old Chectaw Nation in 18307 
A. I don't kmow wether he did or not, I have heard that they 
all lived md died there, 

Have yeu heard it asa matter of family history that he lived in 
Mississippi in 1850 and mda family there? A. Yes, sir. 

Do you claim through yeur father? A. Yes, sir; I claim threugh 
his mother. 

Threugh whem did your father olaim? A. Through his mother. 

What was his mother's name? A, Mary Matoline. 

Whom did she marry? A. George Furtick. 

Through which parent did she claim’ A. Mary Madoline claimed 
the @ugh her mether and father both. 

Her father's rame was what’? A Jack Che-ka~ehyo, 

What was her wother's name’ <A. Martha, I have been told. 

Was that her maiden name? A. I don't know. 

Che-ka-chye was the father of which of tise two? A. He was the 
father of Furtiok's wife. My father's mother was his 
daughter. 

What was her name? A. Elizabeth Furtick. 

Whom did she marry? A. My grandfather, Sam Jumper, 

Did any other ancestor of yours, except your great-great-crand- 
father, live in Mississippi in the old Choctaw nation in 1830 
and have a family there? A. I don't know. 

- Didany of your Chectaw ancestors own any Jand or claim any 

land in Mississippi o labama under 3g D ‘ 
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of 1830" A. Yes, they had their land there, so I have been 
told, . 

- Tell me what you have heard about yer ancestors whe attempted 
to comply with article 14 of the treaty of 18307 A, They all 
theught they cemplicd with it, so I have bee told. My grandf a- 
ther and eat-grandfather andall of them. I heard them 

that Yr lands were taken away from them and se on. I 
on knew what they told me. 
Q Did yeu ever hear that Che-ka-chye, your great-grandfather, 
had any lands in Mis@ ssippi at any time, and did he get his 
lands frem the Gevernment? A. Ne, I never heard. 





Q. Did he have possession of any lands whieh were laid eff te him 
by the Government, or @1d he have any lands that were taken 
from him ands old by the Government? A. I don't knew how it 
was. 

Q. Dad Che-ka-chyo have or hold any lands in Missied ppi in the 
old Choctaw Nation in 1830 which he Claimed under artiele 14 
eftm treaty of 18307 A, Yes, sir. 

Q. This isa matter of family histrory, is 1t? A. I have heard it 
in the family, 

Q. De yeu khowwhre it was lecated? A, They told me it was down 
on the river; sectien 16, tewnshi 26, range &. 

Q. De yeu know in what eeunt A. I ink it was Lowndes county. 
They alse lived in Tusealoesa ceunty, Monree county, and in 
other sounties, 


Nete.---On page 60, volume 1 of the Choctam Wation ve, 

The United States, in © list made by Col. George W. Martin, the 
locating agent fer the United States government, is a name whieh is 
spelled Che-kach-yeu; oppesite his name ig "Section 16, township 
26, range & west’ under the celumn of deseriptien; , being the 
deseriptien of land made by Col, Geo. W. Martin the lees ting agent 
- the gevernment fer Che-kaeh<yeu, 
Q. Is thet your great-creat-grandfather®? A. yes, sir. 
Q. Hew do you knew? A. I have heard it as family histery. I have 

bea told so, 

There isa difference in the way of spelling it from the way 
you had it. Hew do you explain that 41?ferenee? A. Our foan- 
ily always spelled it as I have. 

In your opinion does the name sound the same in beth places? 

« Yes, sir. 

You are reasonably satisfied, are ;ou, that it is thes ame mm? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Whatever became of t mt lami? A. I have always beem teld they 
had @ lawsuit over it and lost it in the suit. 

Do you know why they lost it? A. There was something wrong 
about the title of it, 

Do you know mything abouta its being school land? A Yes, I 
have beard it wassehool land, 

Q. Tell about it. A. I have lard that itwass et aside by the 
Gevernmment fer school eoses. 

By the Government or by the Btate authorities A. I don°t knew, 

Did you ever hear that that land wasa ssigned by Che-kach-you 
to John B, Davis? A, No, sir. 

In this register cppesite the name of Che-kach-you isa descrip- 
tien of the land, and carried out oppisite is the mme of th 
assignee as Jno. B. Davis, showing te be the assignee of 
Che-kash-yeuj do you know anything about that? A. No, sir. 

Did amy of y eur Cheet aw ancestors ge te the Chectaw wation In- 
dian Territery from the old Chootaw ation in Missigeippi 





with t 





18407 <A. Ne, sir, 

Q . Did any of your Chectaw ancestors ge to the United States Indian 
Agent, Col. William Ward, within six months after the ratifica- 
tion ef the treaty of 1830, and tell him they wanted te stay 
in Missisei ppi, take lands there and beceme citisens of the 
States? A. I dontt dmew, 





The Chectew Indians whe remained in-the eld Choctaw ,ation 
after the treaty of 1830 mes ratified were required, if they wanted 
te take am antage of the provisions of article feurtean ef the 
treaty of ; te ge te Col. Ward, the United States Indian 
Agent, and tell him they wanted to stay, take lands ani become 
eitizens ef the States. A great many Choetaw Indians did this 
whese mma Col. Ward failed to put upem his list, knewnes ‘Ward's 
Register.” His neglect to do this caused a good many Choctaw 
Indiang te loge beth their lam and egg year fer beth were 
taken frem them by the goverment and sold at ds publid land 
sales. This caused so many cekplaints ameng the Choctaw Indians 
that im 1837, by an act of congress of March 3 ef that year, a 
commissionwas appeinted which went te Mississippi and heard clain- 
ants under article feurteen of the treaty of 1830. In 1842 another 
commission was appointed whichwent te Missisdpi fert he same purpese, 
and thie commission alse heard claimants under articles fourtem of 
the treaty of 1830. Both commissions made lists of the mumes of 
those whe appeared before them. 


Q. Do you know whether any ef your Choctaw ancestors went before 
either of these cemmimions and claimed any benefits under 
article feurtem of th treaty of 18307 A. I don't recollect 
whether I ever bardt hat or net. 

. Did amy of them receive any serip frem the gevernment which en- 
titled them te select lands frem the vacant gevernme lanis 
in Missieal ppi, Alabama, Louisiana, Or Arkamas, te take the 
place of lands taken frem them by the Gevernment andsold? A 
No, gir. 

This serip was ismed under theact of Congress of August 25, 
1842, 


Will you give me the name of some one of your ameushers relatives 
whe have appeared before the Commission to be identifiedas 
Mississippi Chectaws? A. I havea brotiwr in law ands son 
whe were here last week. 

Do you know of one of your relatives whe were here last Satur- 
day? A. Alice Gardner. 


The Application of Alice qardner, No. 5574, is here re- 
ferred te for the purpose of consolidation. 


What relation is Alice rdnerte yeu? A. Her grandmether aw 
my grandmether were sisters. 
De yeu want y eur case consolidated with brs mdaill others 
who appear here claiming under thesame eommon ancester? A, 
Yes, sir, 
Do you speak the Chectaw languages A. No, sir. 
Is there any other evidence you wantte intreduce now? A, Neo, 
sir. 
Would you lik e a little time in which to introduce other evidence 
in suppert of your application? A. Yes, sir. 


Thirt. days will be allewed for that purpese. 





Examinatien by Judge Jehn Rk. Thomas, 


Have you ever beard in your family that this piece of land as 
get forth here in this case was found eut te be school land 
and was net subjeet te alletment at all? A. They always teld 
me that he mdthis lai and that it was set aside and taken 





+ : a g about ite : 2 land da net 
My Utdbiast to ativtetatt fi Yon t Rave berkethehs 


a eo knew whether your father spoke the Choctaw Rnguage? A. 
* Re DO yous, ew wether your grmdfathe’ oF: grandmether did? A. My 
Did you: évér gee her and know her? A. Yes, sir. 
Did yeu hear her speak the Chectaw languages? A. Yes, sir, 
Waa Mary Maagdoline the daughter ef Che-kaechye? A, No, she was 
the daughter of George Fertich. 
Qs What relation are you te her then? A. My grandfather married 
| @eorge Vertick's daugher. 
Q. Dé co you know whether yary MatteYine coulds peak the Choct aw 
language? A, No, sir. 
Qe Do you knew, did you know ‘her? A. I have.heard so, 
Q. You say that your grandmother wasea daughter of Mary Fattoline? 
A. Yes, sir, 


))))) 


This applicant hasthe appearances and physieani character- 
istics of being deseended from white parents} he has dark brow 
eyes and brewn hair, end a dark complexion, and whiskers that are 
a brownsh grey and black. He does not utderstand the Chectaw lan- 
guage; he claims a compliance with the provisions of article 14 
@ the treaty of 1630 by hig ancestors, in t his great-great 
grandfather is identicaZ with Che-kach-you, whese name appears upen 
the list or regiater made by Cel. George W.. Martin of the Indians 
whese names he had as haying complied with article fourteen, and 
had as his land section 16, towiship 26, range 5 west; and he alse 
claims that this land wes Laren from his ancestor. 


8. A, Apple, being duly sworn, states em his cath that 
as stenographer te the Commission to the Five Civilised Tribes he 
reported thef oregoing preceedings on? ble 1902; and that the 


foregoing isa true and cerreet trans this stenographie 
notes insam, to the best of his knowledge and ability. 


EM MY Gf Le, 





Subscribed andswern te before me phis 24th day of May, 1902. 
s , t3— 
Notary Public. 
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Philip Jumperty’ 
Durer, Indion territory, 
Dear Sir} 

You avo hereby advised that on the Sth day. of JANUALY 5 
1908, the doemiseion to the Five Givilised Tribes rendered a de 
eligion in tue consolidated’ one of Allss Dapdner, et Als, ‘eombrac 
ing the following epplteatiois for identification ae Minaienippi 
Choctawas 


Alige Gardner, et al, 
Samuel H, Hut, et al, 
william FP, Hunt, et al, 
Hege Bs Hunt, et.al, 
Vivginia Dwyer, ot al, 
John Wy ov, at al, 


¢ a lier 
sais betes, ot al, 


ee Srtth 
conte Ban Sent 
OF Be’ 
Yooutn, er 
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Met Kee 


Wilidam W. Purtiok MaGaRy 6069 
Witten ¥. 7 Purtioky ot Al, . MeC.R. 070 





MeO, 6900 
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Frank Ms Purtiok, et al, 6071 
S@llie Dearing, et al, 6072 
Blisn Michael, ot al, : 6073 
Wilifam A, Jumper iM 6074 
George Ae Jumper, ot al, { 6075 
James A, Yates, ot al, 6078 
Bill By Yates, et ai, 6077 
Frank Jumper M 5587 
George Jumper, et al, Lyf 6236 
Mores Jimtiper 628% 
Kettio Chever, ot al, Met 6320 
George A, Rvorett M,O.Re 6821 


There applications were made under the provision of the 


act of Congrern of June af, 1898 (0 Btntee, 495), which in an 


follows: 


"Said Commiesion @ahall have authority to determine the 
identity of Gheotaw rights in the Choetew 
lande urder ertiole fourteen of the treaty betweentthe Umited 
8tates and the Choctar Nation, concluded september trent y— 
seventh, oignteen hundred and thizty, and to that end ney 
administer onthe, exanine witnesses, ant perform ali other 
noth necessawy thereto and make report. to the Seoretary of 
the Interior,» 


Said dedision concludes as Tollewss 


*It 1s therefore the opinion of this Cormtesion that the 
evidence herein ip insufficient te deterymine the identity. of 
Alice Cardner, E. J. Gardner, Jimmie Gardner, Albert cardnex 
Chardes P, Gardner, Samiel H, Hunt, Oliver a. Munt, Henry D, 
itunt » adie P, Hunt, nella Fr, Hunt » Sanniel Da Hunt » Susan F, 
Hunt, Joosie Hunt, Willian F, itunt Boyd ¥, Runt, Hegekiah RB, 
Runt, Josephine Hut, Eliza V, | » Minnie PF, thint, Eva Fe 
Hunt, Virdinia owmer, sam Jumper, John ¥, dumper, Anrile PF. 
dumpor, Dug Jumper, Hattie Bs é UTED S D KOT J J UTD « ehs.tal. 
he amper, dannie I, M or, Cassie Bates, Arohie Patton, 
“Heater Patton, heesie katems Alice Rates, Johnnie Rates, 
 Bagene Bates, Minnie smith, John M. Smdth James G, Smith, 

Na Tooum, Hinnie Yoon, clinten Yorum, Clifton Yom, 
Pearlie Yorum, Ola Y Philip Jumper, Katie Jumper, lark 
Jumper, Maxyin Jumper, William ¢. Purtiok, Clara Partiok, 








Philip Jumper, —* 


Sallie Purtick, Pet Purtick, Ruth Furtick, Tandy L, Caver, 
Thomas 8, Smith, Charlotte Smith, Nena Smith, John 
Everett, Sherman L, Everett, Frank 6, Everett, Ella Lewis, 
Ormva Lewis, Edwin c, Lewis, Altie P, Lewis, Irvin A. Lewia, 
Willie brewry, Charles J. Smith, Mary déneg, Gussie Jones, 
Gracie. Jones, Will Ycaom, John Yooum, Wiliiam W. Furtiok, 
Jefferson D, Purtiok, Jeffie Purtick, Erma’ 1, Purtick, 
Bugenia Purtiok, Prank M, Purtick, Frankie Purtick, Alice 
Purtiok, Louis Purtiock, Salise Dearing, Mary Dearing, Jim 
Dearing, Alexander B, Dearin » Bliga Michael, Andrew carn 
penter, Janes Carnenter, Ollie fearpenter, Dollie Lee Gam 
penter, Lula sicheel, Williay aA, Jumper, George A, Jumper, 
Pink Jumper, Ed Jumper, Minnie Jumper, Artraum Father, Sam 
Jumper, James A, Yates, Lonnie Yates, Hattie Frances Yates, 
BL111 &, yates, Frank Jumper, George Jdurmper, Ned Jumper, ren 
Jumper, Dan Jumper, Harvey Jumper, Noses dumper, Bettie 
Cheyes, Mary Cheves, Hamilton Cheves, Lewis Cheves, Freddie 
cheves, Johnnie Cheves and George A. Everett as Choctaw 
Indians entitied to rights in the thoctey lands under the 
progisions of said article fourteen of the treaty of eighteen 
hundred and thirty, and that tie applications for their fden 


tification as suoii should he refused, ad it is ro ordered, * 
You aré further advised trat you will be Allowed fifteen 
days from the date nereor within whioh to file arguments in this 
office, and that at the expiration of said time the papers in the 
casé, together with such arguments will be forwarded to the Seore- 
tary of the Interior through the coi uidsationer of Indian Af? irs, 


Respectfully, 


~~ 


ao Am 
+ bee 4 





Acting Chairman. 
Registered, ng ti rman 





Ihiakogee, Indian Territory, February 2B, 1967, 


Philip Jumper, , 

ee rid Paitin, Avkenske , 

Gs <r. 
Dear Sirs« 

You are hereby notified that the S¢eretary of the 

Interior, on -Pebruary 15, 1907, affirmed the dééision of the 
“Commission. to the Five Civilisea Tribes of January 5, 1903, 
refuging to identify, as Mississippi CGhoctaws, the several ape 


plicants in the consolidated case of Alice Gardner et al, 


Respestfully, 


Commissioner, 
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(om the matter of the application of Laura Gilmore for 
AdentiFiontion as a Missiasippi Choctaw; 


Le FP. Hadson appeared as Atterdisy fer Applisaat. 


Laura Gilmere, after being duly gwortl, testified as 
fei) ows: 


Exanination by the Coumission, 


Qy What is you name? A, Laura Gilmere. 

Q. How old are you?’’'A, I am twenty-one years old. 

Q@, Are you married? A.°No, air; 

Q What is your post-office a4dress? A. Maud, Oklahoms, 

Q. How long have yeu lived there? A. About ron if mr 

Qa. wears eae you Lame before you ment there? A, In the Uhickazsg, 
ation, - 

Qi Hew long dia you live in the Chickaggw yation? A,X don't 
believe I knew. Abetut four years, 

a. Yuare did you MMve before you went te Gxbkasaw yatien? A: in 
Cxas, 

9. Mh ete were ya born? A. I was born in Texas. 

Qy fee you genre live in-Texas until ‘you game to the Coxrtaowy? 


Yes 
Lows Be Living? A. Yea, sir. 
Is Perel mother living? A, Yos, sir. 
t Ae your fathera's nape! h, Jéehn, Gilmere. 





| ff your mother's 





cugh whish parent. fe at @laim Choctaw. Blooa?? Ay My mother. 
r ue Ohtectaw bis 4m you blain?. A... One-sixteen 
S.yeur mother ever recogniged in or: @ eliet- as 
‘eitisen of the pac Wation, either e P Mge- nec yet tribal 
utherities er = ted States" Seamer st Indian Ter- 
A A. ®, sar. aa 





Are you married? 4, No, sir. 

You claim for yourself alone? A, Yes, sir, 

Is your name on any of thetribal rolls of the Chectaw ywation 
in Indian Territory? A. No, sir. 

Have you ever made application to the Choctaw tribal authorities 
fer citizenship in the Choctaw Nation? A. Nc, sir. 

Have you ever mad application to the Dawes Commigaien for eit- 
izenship in the Choctaw wetion under theact of Cengress of 
Jume 10, 18967 A. No, eiry 

Is this the first application you have ever madeto any auther- 
ity whatever for citizenship in the Choctaw wation? A, Ye, 
sir. 

. You have never been admitted to citizenship in the Choctaw 
Nation by the Chectaw tribal authorities, the Corn‘ ssi on to 
the Five Civilized Tribes or by the United Stutes court in 
Indian Territory, have you": A, No , sir. 

Q. Do you now come before the Commission to identify yourselfeasa 
Missiseippi Choctaw? A, yes, sir. 

Q.Do you olaim under article 14 of the treaty of 1830? A, Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you understand that article of that treaty? A, No, sir. 


The treaty of 1830 was made betwen the United States 
gevernment and the Chectaw Indians at a place in Missisaippi. called 
Danoing Rabbit Creek, on the 27th day of September of that year. 
The objeet of the treaty was to remeve as far as possible all 
the Choctaw Indians from that.eld Choctaw Nationeast of the Mis- 
Sissippi River to the Choctaw Nation in Indian Territery. Before 
the treatywas ¢ignsed it became kmown that a great many Choctaw 
Indians would not ge from that old Choctaw yation te tition Terri- 
tory, aml in order to protect the interests of those who remained 
back in Missismppi article 14 was drawn up and put into the treaty 
ef 1850. It was afterwards aipned and on the 24th day of February, 
1831, it was ratified by confress. 


Article fourteen reads as follows: 


"Each Choctaw head of a family being desirous to remain 
and become a citizen of the States shall be permittea to do se by 
eh pels yang his intention to the Agent within six months from the 
ratification of this Treaty, and he or she shall thereupon be en- 
t& led ton reservation of one section of six hundred and forty 
acres of lendto be bounded by seetional lines of survey; in like 
mmier shail be entitled to one half that quantity for each mmar- 
ried child which is living with him over ten years of ageand a 
quarter section to such child as may be under ten years of age, to 
adjoin the lecation cf the parent. If they reside upen said lanis 
intending te become citizens of the States for five years after 
the ratification of this treaty, in thet case a grant in fee simple 
shall issue, Said reservation shall include the present improve- 
ment of the head of the family of s portien of it. Persons who 
chim under thisarticle shall not lose the privileg efa Choctaw 





- en—bu SMmGgve are tO bs entitled te any por- 
tien of the Chectaw annuity,* : 


Q. Did any ef your Chectaw amesstors comply or attempt te ocemply 
witha ny of the provid ons of article 14 of the treaty ef 
1830 A. I don't know. 





De 70K understand that article well eneugh to claim under it? 
A. OB, air, 

What is the neme of your Choctaw ancestor through whom yeu 
Claim the right to be identifiedas a Mis@isdppi Choo taw? 
A. Nancy Litt) epace, 

What relation wag she ta you? A, My greet-great-grandmother. 

How much Choctaw blow did she have® A. I don,t imew. 

Did she live In’Missisdppi in the old Ghootay Ration in 1830? 
A. T don,t know. 

Do you know of ‘ary Choctaw ancestor of yours whe lived in the 
old Choctaw wation in Missisa ppi in 1830° A, No, sir. 

I mean by head of a family, did they have a family of ehjldren, 
and live there at that time? A. I dontt know. 

- You claim. thrau your mother, Phoebe G@ilmere? A, Yes, sir, 
- yas she been before the Commfasien to be identifiea? A No ; 

sir. She is here now to be identified, 

How old is she* A. She 4s 42 years old, 

Where was she born? -A, In Texas, 

Where did she live im Texas? A. Yost all her life in Texas} 
she lived a short time in Indian Territory, 

Is she living in the Territory now? A. She lives in Oklahoma 
now. r 

Does she live at yaud, Okla.? A, Yes, sir. 

Did any of your Choctaw ancestors ever own any improvements em 
lands in Nisaigel ppi or Alabama in 1830? A, I don't know. 
Did any ef y our Choctaw ancestors within six months after the 
ratification of the treaty of 1830 go te the United States 


Indian ge pe Col, William Ward, and tell hin they wanted te 
B 


sray in Miessisea ppi, take lands there ane become citizens of 
the States? A. I dou,t know. 

Did ay of your Choctaw ancesetores go fron the o14 Choctaw wetion 
east of the Missiseipy4 River to the Chectaw qation Indien 
Territory with the other Indians who went between 1833 and 
1838 and 1840? A. I dontt know. 

Did any of your Choctaw ancestors own eny lands or claim any 
ljums in Mississippi or Alabama unlerarticle 14 of: the treaty 
of 1830? A, T dontt know. 


In 1837 as well as in 1842 commissions were appointed 
te goto Missise@ ppi, under verious acts of congress; and these 
commissions went there and heardc laimants under artiele 14 of the 
treaty of 1830, Wany of the Choctaw Indfdans in Missiseippi had 
fone to Col, William Ward, the United States tnéfan Agent; and 
attempted to comply with theprevisions ef article 14, but he fused 
t © enrollment of them, and in consequéenst their landand inpreve- 
aentswere taken from thai by the fovernmsnt and sold. This caused 
0 miny complaints that congreasa ppointed these conmrisa ons of 
1857 and 1842 whiah went to’ Missi sal pri and made lists of such 
Prsons who claimed their rights undera rticle 14, and vhese names 
did not appar upon "WardsResister." 


e 


Q. Did any of y our Choctaw sncestor 5 _s 





commissions and claima ny benefits underartiele 14 of the 
treaty of 18307 A. I don't imow,. : 

Q. Did any ot your ancestors receive any scrip from the govern- 
mentas Choctaw Indians which entitled them to select lanis 
from the vacant government lands in Mississippi, Alabama 
Louisiana, or Arkarsas, to take the place ef tame se taken fren 
them and sold? A. I don't knew, 

Q. ee rere Ke isaued under an act ef congress of August 23, 

842, 





Q. Give me the name sf some relative of youre whe has been. before 
the Comission te be identifieda sa Missishppi Choetaw? A. 
James C, Birdsell. 


. The name of Janes. Birdvell, No, 6273, is here referred te 
forthe purpose of consolidation. 


Qe Would gou like your cas@ and all others elaiming under the 

same commen ancestor consolidated andconsidered together, by 
. the. Cowmiasion? Ay Yes, sir. bs, ! Cae 
Qi Have yeu any Other ‘@viderice. now you want t6 intreaduce in sup- 
Bete. port of your olaim?. 2 %.. a RRR 


» Here L. P, Rudge, attorney for applidant, awke that thirty 
days be allowed in which to introduce 6 evidence in suppert 
@ this applicatien, iP 


¥ Motion is granted by the Commistién, 
Q. Do you speak the G@hoctsaw language?’ Ay No, eirs 


‘This applicant has the appearance and sical ¢harac- 
teristics ef being d@scended from white parenta; she tas biue “syen, 
brewn hair, ade medium fair complexion, She dees not understand: 
the Choctaw latiguag6é, and has no kioWledge of. any compliance on. .°’ 
the part of: ans sneee ers’\with the previsions ef artiole fourteen of 
the treaty 6f 1850. gi 


S. A. Apple, being duly swern, states on Bis eath that 
as stenographer to the Commission to. the Five Civilized Tribes he 
reported the foregeing procerdings. sn the 19th day of wy 1902; 
andt hat the foregoing is a true atid correst transcrip of his 
stenozraphie notes ins ame, to the best of his mewledre and 


abi late: a 4, CY e : 


Subscribed and sworn te dbéfore me this 26th day of may, 1902. 


Nate Ub Mercy 2 


Notary Public, 








N.C,R.5594, 


COPY, 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, April 26, 1908, 


Laure Gilmoro, 


Mand, Oklahoua. 
Dear Maden: 
You are hereby advised that on the loth day of April, 
1995, the Gommispion to the Fire Civilisea Tribes tendered g de- 
cision in the songolidated cage of Phoebe Ahn Gilmore, ot al., ome 
trading the followin-e epplications for idontifieation as Missis- 
Bippi Choctaws: 


Phoebe Ann Gilmore, et al. ,M.0.R, 5597; 
Heury W, Gilmore, et al,, NsO.R. 6596; 
laura Gilmero, M.0,R. 5594; 
Bettie Gherry, ct al., M.0.R. 6692; 
Janes 0. Birdsell, cet al., U.9.R. 6873; 
John William Birdse1i, M.0,R. 6598; 
Jessie Hornbuckle, E.Q,.R, 5595, 


These applications wore made under the provision of the aat 
of Oongress of June 28,1698, (30 State., 495), whigh is as follows; 


"Said Commiasion shall have authority. to determine 
the identity ef Shoetaw Indians Claiming rights in the 
Ghoctew lands uhder artigle fourteen of the treaty bo- 
tween the United States and the Ghoetaw Ration, concluded 
September twenty-seventh, eightoon hundred and thirty, 
and to that end may administer cathe, examine witnoases 
and perform all other acts necessary thereto and make 
repert to the Secretary of the Interior," 





Said déeieion adneludos sd follows: 


"It ia therofere the opinion of thie Commission 
that the evidence horein is ineuffietent to dotermine 





the identity of Phoede Ann Giimore, Nary-Glimore, Imey 
Gilmore, Nonres Gilmore, Wilife Giimoro, Baway Gilmore, 
Robert Gilmore, nry W. Gilmore, Edna &, GLimore, 
laura Gilmore, Bettic rag At 2 ha s: 
James Ov Birdsoll, ‘Prank Bi sell, & Biraseelt ,Jensic 


Bimisell, 30010 Birdsall, Baa Bisanel John WAllian 


i. Ad O28 Jessie. Horn piling 
vieions of paid arti f 0 
cithteen hundred and + i 1Gatione 
for their féentifieation as eugh should be refuped, and 
it 18 80 ordered,” 

You are further advised that you will be allowed Liftoon 
days from the date hereof within which to. file arfunents in this 
office, and that at the ‘expiration of said time the papers in the 
@ase, together with such arguments, will be forwarded te the Seo. 
retary of the Interior throurh the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 


Respectfully, 


BIGNED) 


a 


lames Bixby, 
Ohatrian, 


Rerinstored, 








MCR 5594 


Copy, 


Muskeges, Indien Territory, Jily 16, 2903, 


Laura Gilmore, 
Meud, Oklahoma, 
You are hereby no t4 fled that on the 27th day of June 1903, 
the Secretary of the Interior affirmed the decision of this Cori ge 


Sha Rs) 


Bion refusing the applications for idcentifieation as Mississippé 
Choctaws of the several persons included in the consolidated case of 
Phoebe Ann Gilmore et ale, of which decision you were advised by 
registered imadl on the Oth day of April 1905, 


Re speci fully ’ 


7 oa, lana laa 
oe NV E€€QAlES. 


Commissioner in Ch. Gq 








or Identification as a Mississippi Choctaw, 
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Department of the Interier, 
Commission te the Five Se tsses Tribes. 
Muskogee, I. T.; May 19, 1902, 


MC - 5595 - 


eeweces l oereere 


In the matter of the application ef Jessie Hornbuskile 
for identificatien asa Missisa ppi Choctaw. 


LL. P. Hudsen appearedas Attorney for Applicant. 


Jessie Hormbuckle, after being duly swern, testified as 
follews: 


Examination by the Ceonmisaien. 


What is yeur name? A. Jessie Hornbuekie. 

Hew old are yeu? A. I am twenty-four years old, 

What is yeur pest-office address? A. Claremere, Ind. Ter. 
Hew ig hare yo lived at Claremore? A, Abeuta year and a 


Where 414 you live before thit? A, in Oklahema, 

Hew 1 aia yeu live iu Oklahoma’? About seve years. 

Where 444 yeu live befere that? A. th Texas, end in the Chick- 
asaw yation. 

Did yeu ge from Texas to Gag Suet. “at jen? Av Yes, sir, 

Where were you bern’? A. In by il Texas, 

How long 414 ypu live thers before you cams to the Indian tTer- 

A. About thirteen years. 
see af 41¢@ you then live ih Indian Territery? A. Only six or 


eight months. 

Ie your father en As ee? sir. 

Is your mother 

What ie yeur father's name? A. Erastus Griffin. 

What is moth er's maaé? A, Wiimabeth Griffin, 

ig ee Chee taw blood through yeur father er mother? A. 

mother. 

Hew much Chectaw bloed de yen eins ory eA a pn Seger 

Hes your mother ever bem r eceenis agg Mi Be led as 
a citigen ef the Choctaw wtien' S th taw ¢ ae 
therit re or a United States authorities in Indian Terri- 
tery? @ire 


F wed 33 
: eh he rhage Angad 7 ot ee) china? A. He isa white man. 











What is his name? A, Jehnnie Hernbuekle, 

De you make any olaim fer him? A, No, sir. 

You claim fer yourself alone? A, Yes, sir, 

You have no children? A. No, sir, 

Q. Is your name on any of the tribal rolls ef the Cheotaw wation 
in Indian Territory? A. No, sir, I don't knew. 

Q. You ought te knew. You never made any application for citisen- 
ship er fore nrollmntas a citizen of the Choctaw vation, 
did you? A, No, sir. 

Have you ever made application to the Choctaw tribal authorities 
for citizenship in the Chectaw vation? A, Ne, sir. 

Did y ou ever make application to the Commission te the Five 
Civilimed Tribes for :nrollmenta s a citizen of the Choctaw 
Nation under theact of Congress of Jume 10, 18967 A, No, sir 

You have never madea pplication for citizenship in the Choctaw 
Nation to any authority whatever before this? A. Ne, sir. 

This is your first applieation? A, Yes, this is my first. 

Then you have never heen enrolledas a citisen e f the Choctaw 
Nation by any authority whatever, have yeu? A, No, sir. 

Do you now come befere the Commission to be identifted as a 
Miseissippi Choctaw, claiming under artiele fourtem of the 
treaty of 1830° A, Yes, sir, 

Do you understend that article of that treaty? A. No, sir. 


The treaty of 1630 was made between the United States 
government andthe Choctaw Tribe of Indians at a place in Mississ 
ippi called Dancing Rabbit Creek, on the 27th day of September, 
1830; snd the ebject sef the treaty was te remeveas far as possi- 
ble all the Chectaw Indians from the old Chectaw Nation wast of the 
Missisaippi River to the Choctaw wation in Indian Territery. Bee 
fore the treaty was signed it became known that a great many Choe- 
taw Indians would not ge from the old Choctaw watien in Mississi ppi 
to Indian Territery, and in onder to protest the interests of 
those whe remined $t became necessary to draft artiele fourteen 
and put inte the treaty of 1830. 


That article readsa s follows: 


"Maeh Choctaw head ef a family being desirous to remain 
and become a citizen of the States shall be permitted to do so hy 
signifying his intention to the Agent within six months frem the 
ratification of this treaty, and he or she shall thereupen be en- 
titled to a reservation of one section of six hundred and forty 
acres of land te be bounded by sectional lines ef survey; in like 
manner shall be entitied to one half that quantity for ea eh unmar~ 
ried child whidh is living with him over ten years of age and a 
quarter section to such child as may under ten years efage, to 
adjoin the location ef the parent. If they reside ypen said lands 
intending te become citisens of theStates for five years after the 
ratifieation of this treaty, in that case a crant in fee simple 
shall ieme,. Said reservation shall include the present improve- 





ment of the head of the family or a portion of it. Persons who 
claim under this article shall not lose the privilege ef a Choctaw 
eitisen, but if they ever remove are not te be entitled te any 
pertion of the Choctaw annuity," 


Qe Do you understand that article well eneugh to claim under it? 
A. Yes, sir, 
Q. Do you knew whether of yeur Choctaw ancestors ever ory 
omphy arti 


or attempted te o with any of the previsions of le 


14 of the treaty of 18307 A, I dontt knew, 





What is the name of your ancestor threugh whem yeu elain the 
rae te be identifiedas a Missisa ppi Cheetaw? A, Nancy 

ee 

How much Chectaw blood did she have? A, TI dontt knew, 

What relation was she te you? A, great-agreat-grandmother. 

Did she live in Missiesippi at any time? A, I aentt know, 

Did you ever hear that she did? A. I have heard my mother say 
she lived there, 

Do you know of any of your Choctaw ancestors whe lived in 
wasetesi nr or Alabama in 1830 and hada family there? A. 

Gy Te 

You claim threugh yeur mother A, Yes, sir. 

And she is living? A, ves, sir. 

Has she ever been before the Commission? A, No, sir, 

Ie sha here to-day? A, No, sir. 

How old is your mother? A, She is 47 years old, 

Wherewas she born? A, In Texas, 

And where did she ge fron Texas? A, To the Indian Territory. 

Did she ever live in Oklahoma? A. She lives in Oklahoma now, 

How long ms she been living in Oklahoma? As ven years, 

. sg Sera euld waney Littlepage be if living now? A I donst 
OW, 

Your mother elaims Choctaw blood Sorte whem? A, Her mother, 

What was her mether’s maiden mme? A, aney Ann Green, 

Whom did she marry ? A. Nakew was his name. 

Give his full name? A, Levi Eskew. 

Naney Ann Green ¢laimed threugh whem? A, Naney Ann Birdsell, 

She claimed threugh whieh parent, her father or mother? A. Her 
mother, 

What was her mother's name? A, Naney Ann Green, 

Wae your grandmother's name Naney Ann Green¥ A. That was her 
maiden name, 

Now, what relatien was Naney Ann Green te Naney Ann Little page? 
She was her own mother, 

Was Waney Littlepage ler maiden nane? A. That was marricd namé, 

wat was her maiden name? A. I dontt knew, 

What was her husband's name? A. r donet knew, 

ida ef your Choctaw ancestors own any improvements on lands 
in Missieai ppi or Alabama in 1830? A, I don't know, 

Did any ef your Choctaw ancestors own or claim any lands in 
Mississippi er Alabama under article 14 of the treaty ef 1830? 
A, I don,t knew, 

Did any of your Choctaw ancestors ge within six months after 
the ratification of the treaty of 1830 to the United States 
Indian Agent, Col, William Ward, in Missisal ppi, and tell 
him they wanted to stay, take lands and vecome citizens of 
the States? A, I don’t know, 

Q. Did any of your Cheetaw ancestors from the #14 Chectaw 








r 66 i ver te the Chectaw Nation 
in Indian Territery with the other Indians between 1633 and 
1638 and 1840? Ae dontt knew, 


In 1837 and im 1842 congress by various acts ap peinted 
cemnissions which went te go | and heard claimants ef these 
Indians whe had been befere the Indian Agent te comply with the 
provisions of article 14, but whose names Col. Ward had refused or 
failed te put upon his 1ist, kmown as "Ward's Reginter.® By his 
failurete so put their names upon his list mmy ef the Choc‘aw 





fs hdiene in Misaisdpyt. oth thedr Laie int duphorede resents, for 

un peliivers"saken pte them. by ent and sold at Ate’ publie 
ands sa x one he fF article 14 

Of the tyWaty of 1830 | 4ets of push ga Game before then, 


Me Do, ym masieet ot ery H anoeatery went Dafore either. sf 
oe these, Lena ard binieed ety. D ae: letaw. jans 
wider article fuurtean ef the treaty of 10801 A. T dena, 


ow. ark 
Qe Did any.of y our Choctaw ancestoras ‘Yeoeive any serip fren the 
Government which entitled them to seleet lands in Miweisd ppi, 
Pe seage Lotisiana, er Arkatieas, to take the penne of landa 
taken f¥om them be the covernnent ond sold, This serip was 
re er the aet ef congress ef August 23, 184287 Ay 
@, sir, 
Qs Who ts men C, Birdsell? A, My unele, 5 
3 He has her Rept te ation here, hae he'net? A, x3me sir, 
« Do you want the application of yemes C, Birdgell and all ethers 
c) pera, Pn aly Same common ancestor, sancy Littlepage, 
$e aa mated and considered together by ‘the Comission? 
e OB, * 


The cade of James C, Birdsell, No. 5219, in bere referred 
to for the purpess ef consolidation, 


Q, Is there any other evidence you want te intredues in your ap- 
plication? 


Here Ly P, Hudson, attormeay for applicant, asks that thirty 
days be granted in which te file written evidence in this case, 
Motion is grante@ by the Cornmissi on, 


Q. Ie there a further yeu want te say new? A. No, sir, 
Q. Do yeu speak or understand the Choctaw language? A, to, sir, 


This applicant has the nopesrance and physical eharae- 
teristics of being desaended fram white parentage; she has light 
hair, fair complexion, and blue eyes, She does not understand the 
Choc tw language, and ms no knewledge of any ¢empliance en the 
fart of her ancestors with any of the provisions of artiele four- 
teen of th treaty of.1830. 


8, A. Apple, Lege. Big 5 sworn, states that as sa 
ve 


pherteo the Cormigsien to cay 4 Tribes he 
the foregoing preceedings on May 19, 1902} and that the foregving 





to the dest of his knowledge ability, oie tee se d 
OM Cyt fk 
Subscribed and swern te before =p this 26th day of May, 1902. 
Notary Public, 





M, 0.8. 6595, 
GOPY. 


Muskogee, Indian Porritory, April 1041903, 


Jessie Hornbugkia, 
Claremore, Indian forritory. 

» Deag Madame * 

You'are hereby advised that on the 10th day of April, 
1903, thé Oommission to the Five Oivilised fribos rendered a dg* 
Cision in the eonsolidated oases of Phoebe Ain Gilmore, 66 @1., om 
bracing: the following appligations for identifioation as Missis- 
etppi Ghoctaws;: 


Phoebe Ann Gilmoro, et 81. .M.0.Bi 5597; 
Honry W. Gilmore, ét al,, 8.0, Rs 5596; 
laure Gilmore, MeO Re BB94; 
Bettie Cherry, ot al.,) - MiG. Re GE; 
Jamos C, Birdgell, ot al,, M+OsR, 6273; 
John William Birdgell, Mv. R, B596: 
Jeegie Hornbuckie, K.C,R. 5595. 


These applications were mate Under the provision of the act 
of Coteroes of June 28, 1898,(30 State, ,495) which its as follows: 


"Seid Commiesion shell. have pen aa to determine 
the identity of Chéetar Indians etaimine righte in the 
Ghoctaw lands under article fourtoon of tha treaty: be- 
tween the United stated end the Ghootay Nation ,aone luded 
September twenty-sevonth, eightegn hundred ané thirty, 
and te thet ond mey administer oaths, oxamine witnossea 
and perform all othor acts necessary thereto and make 





* } segrotary of the Interior.” 
Said. déeision concludes #2 foliows: 


"Et is\therefore the opinion Of this domisaibn 
that the @videnge horein ie insufficient to @otermine 





the identity of Phoebe Ann Gilmore, Marty Gilmore, iney 
Gilmote, Momfoo Gilmore, Willie Gilmore, Haney Gilmore, 
Robort Gilmore, Henry ¥. Gilmore, Bdne EB. Gilmore, 
Leura Ghimore, Bettie Gherry, Bertha Ellen Gherry 
Janes OG. Birdgoll, Prank Birds6ii, Ma Birdsell,jospie 
Birdsell, Josio Birdgsell, Ella Birdsell, John William 
Birdaglit and Jessie Hornbuckle,.&s Choctaw Inédigne on- 
titio’ t¢ rights.in the Chootew lande under the pre 
Visions of said article fourteen of the freaty of 

bt een bond nd -thirt and thatthe epplieat ions 
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deye from the fate hereéf within whieh to file arguments in thts “3 


offioe, and that et the expiration of said time the papers in the 
case, together: with such arguments, will be forwarded to the Sed- 
rotary of the Intorior through the Commigsioner of Indian Affaire, 


Respeotfuliy, 


§BIGNED) 


Lams Bixby. 
Chairman, 








PRAT Si CD RRIRRY Big 


Jessie Hombuckle, 
Glaremore, Endten Servasiny. 
Dear Madame 
You are hereby notified that on the 27th Gay of June 1903, 
the Secretary of the Interior affirmed the deciaion of this Commise 
®ion refusing the applications for identification as Mi ssissippd ; 


Chectaws of the several persons included in the consolidated case of 


Phoebe Ann Gilmore et @ley Of which decision you were advised by 
registered medi on the 10th day of April 1903, 
Respectfully, 


T. B. Needles. 


Gommissioner in Charge, 








ea "4 
Par Identification as a Mississippi Choctaw. 


Date MAY 19 1902 


g) 
Name EL Soem Goraubucr,. 


Age Voy we Blond “Upp: 

gn Cp 

Post-Office, (aremmuerve. | : 
Fatherg eybige Lori fer Fs 
Mother: Leathe %% A 
Claims pia Pigiha— . 





Stenogra pherd @ : Gp Ale, 





oe So c Sage 
Ste MOR 5597 
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le ethane tot Ee 


Th the matter: $f tiem of Neury W. Glimere for 
Terie g Se af crtie nian ae 


be Py Rudsen. sure Area as Attevaey fer Appdieant. * 


Honry W. Gilmore, after being duly ororn, testified as 


fellows: 


Rxamine tion by the Commission. 


‘Q. What is your vikue? A Heury Ws. Gilmére. 

Q. How old are you? A. I am been Sep years old, 

Q. Are yeu married? A, Yes 
Adren? ph 


Qs Have yeu Paso chi 
‘Re. What. is your: address? A, Ma By pe 0 


2; Where: 4 i %, “you. went there’? Art he: Chiskaeey. 
Wations 


‘Q. How long ahh en Neve) were Chiekasaw Nation? bE dott knew; 


I have one, 


about Tour care, KS 5 its 


Q wes sia ys you live befere you wont te the Chisha say. ent oe 


Q, Were you ‘Dern: in Teseaa? A. You, air, ; 
Q. At what ‘plage in Texas wer you born? A, I was vera im Breath 





eae 
Folin thane Gilmere. 
) 4 var : ther 
+ ro) - 
oath. 


A. O@e-sixte 





Is she a white woman or a Choctaw Indian? A. She is a white 
woman. 

What is her mame? A. Bunice Gilmore. 

Do you make amy claim fer her? A. Ne, sir. : 

What is the: mame of yeur child ,ou want to make application 
fort A, Bana &. Gilmore. 

Is ita giP2? A. Yes, sir, 

How old is she? A. Nine months old. 

You claim fer yourself and this ohild? A. Yes, air. 

Is your name om any of the tribal rells of the Chod aw Kation 
in Indiam Territery? A. Ne, sir, 

Have you eyer bem admitted to citizenship in the Choctaw Na- 
tien by the Choctaw trib&l authorities or the UnitedStates 
authorities in Indian Territery? A. No, sir. 

Have you ever been admitted to citizenship in the Choctaw 
Wation by the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes unde r 
the act of Congress of June 10, 18967 A. Yo, sir. 

Have y ow ever before this time made application fer enrollwent 
asa Choctaw Indian either to the Cheotaw tribal authorities 
or the Umited States autherities in Indian Territery? A. We, 
sir. 

And you have never bem admitted to Choc taw citizenship by the 
United States court in Indian Territery? A. Ne, sir. 

- Do yeu new come befere the Commission te ideatify yeurself and 
your minor ehild as Mississi ppi Choctaws, claiming under 
article feurteen of the treaty of 18507 A. ‘Yes, sir. 

De yeu umderstemd that article of that treaty? <A. I think I 
understand some of it, 


The treaty ef 1830 was made between theUnited States 
gevernment and the Chectaw Indians ata place in Mississippi called 
Dancing Rabbit Creek, on the 27th day of September ef that year. 
The ebjeet ef the treaty was te remove as far as possible all th 
Chectaw Indians fran the old Choctaw Nation cast of the Missisal wi 
River te the Choctaw nation, Indian Territory. Before the treaty 
was signed it became known that a great many Choctaw Indians would 
refuse to go to India Territory, and in order to pretect the 
interests of thom whe remained article 14 was drawn up and put 
into the treaty of 1830. 


Artiole 14 reads aa follows: 


"Zach Ghoctaw head of a family boing desirous te remain 
and become a eitizen of the States shall be permitted to de so by 
Signifying hia intention to the Agent within six months from the 
ratification of this treaty, and he or she shall thereupon be en- 
titled te a reservation of one sectien of six hundred and ferty 
acres of land te be bounded by sectional lines of survey; in like 
manner shall be entitled te one half that quantity fer each unmar- 
ried child whieh is living with him over ten years of age anda 
quarter sectien to sueh ehild as may be under ten years ef age te 


aed = ° ' ‘ Lg eer > 


intending to becem citizens of the States forf ire years after 
the ratification of his treaty, in that case a grant in fee simple 
shall issues. Said reservation shall inelude the present improve- 
mnt of the head og the family or a portion of it. Persons whe 
claim under this agftiole shall not lose the privilege of a Choctaw 
citizen but if they ewer remeve are not te be entitled te any 
pertien of the Chectaw annuity." 
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What is the name of your ancester through whom yeu claim the 
right te be identifiedas a Miseiasippi Chectaw? A. Nancy 
Tdttlepage. ps ‘ 

Did me or any ef your Chectaw ancestors ettempt to comply with 
article feurtem ef the treaty of 18507 A, I dom't kmew. 

What relation wassc he io you? A. My great-great-grandmethar. 

Het mush Choetaw blood did shé have? A. I don't knew. : 

Did she speak the Choetaw language? A. I don't mows 

Did she Javea Chootawi Indian name? 4 I don't. knew. 

Did whe dive in Mississippi in the 014 Cheotaw Nation im 18307 
A. I don't knew. : 

Cany ou give m the name of amy of y our Choctaw ancestors, then, 

' whe lived im the old Chectaw wation and mda family th ere 

; in 1830? A, Ne, sir. 

You claim threugh your mother? A. Yes, sir. 

Hew old is she? A... She is 48 years old. 

Bhe is here, ia she? A, Yes, sir. 

Was ehe born in Texas? A, Yes, sir. 

She re from tere,to Indian Territery and then te Oklahoma? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Did any of yeur Choctaw ancesters om any imprevenents on land 

oh Mississippi or Alabama in 18307 A. I don't mow. 

any ef your Ohectaw ancestors withim gix months after the 
ratification ef the treaty ef 18350 ge te Celi. William Ward, 
the United States Indian Agent, and tell him they: wanted to 
remain in Mississippi and take lands there and become citizens 
ef th States? A. I don't know. 
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Did any of yeur Ghoctaw ancestors go with the ether Indians 
frem the e 1d Choctaw Wation east of the Missisdppi River to 
the Choctaw wation Indian Territery between 1833 ami 1858 and 
1840° A. I don't mew. 

Did any of yeur Choctaw aucestors own er claim any lands in 
Mississippi er Alabama under article 14 ef the treaty ef 18307 
A. I don't know. 


The Choctaw Indians who remained in Mississippi after 
the treaty of 1850 was ratified were required, if they wanted te 
fwle advantage ef the provisions ef the fourteenth article of the 
treaty ¢ Dancing Rabbit Creek, to go to the United States Indian 
Agwmit within six months after the treaty was ratified, and tell 
him they wanted te stay, take lands and become citizens of tls 
States.. A great many Cuoctaw Indians did this whese names Col. 
William Ward, the Indian Agent, failed te put upen his list, mown 
as “Ward's Register." His neglect to do this causeda good many 
Choctaw Indignis in Mississippi to lese both their lands and their 
improvements, both were taken from thm by the Governmet and sold 
at its public land sales. This caused se many Complaints ameng 
the Cheetaw Indians that congress in 1837, by an act of wareh 5 
of that year, appeinted a commission which went te Misa sai ppi and 
Ye ard claimants under articlé 14 of the treaty ef 1850. Im 1042 








by an act of congress of August 23 of that year anotisr comiise 
was gont te Mies: 50 5te which alse heard claimants under artiale 
14 of the treaty of 1650. Both oommissions made lmis of the names 
of those whe came befere then. 


Q. Do wu knew whether any of your Choctaw ancestors went before 
either thee ommission of 1842 or the soumission of 1837 and 
Claimed amy benefitea under article fourtem of the treaty of 
1830 A. I don't know. 
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Q. Did my of your Choctaw anedstera redeive any .sérip from the 
Goverment which emtitied then to seleet lands frem the vacant 
Governuent lands in Mississippi, Alabama, Leuisiana, er Ark- 
ansas to take the phase of Jahds. which hid been taken from them 
and sold? This sorip was iseued uader an act of Congress of 
. kBguates, 1B4R. Ae I ton’ ¢ know. 


"ae, t AS nity pale 4 
 Q4 the de James Cy ‘Biraauie.” re; + MY unodes 
a Qs Has he appsered ws for : the. Coseeata , sree Yes,. air. 
Qe FB ea ere to be tdentat toa ga Kississippt 


ee ch, 
@ Figve there been,’ ether Felatives Ce van Anes have been befere 
vee = the Comission fer. the same purpo #¢ yee sir, 
Q) Would you like te have yotr ca. #@ oansci en ted with the appli- 
>, Soattons. of a1) these of your relatives who wake application, 
ies threugh the sane oommon ‘Sucestor? As Yes, air. 


y pices of yames Ce Birdeeil, No. 6273, is here refer- 
rea. te ter t 6 purpose of soewers eat san> 


@. De you speak or vaderstand | the Bice tew lan e?. As Bo, wir, 

Q, Is. there anything more you want i o ma Peer As We, sir. 

Q Have yeu amy other evidence you want i present in support of 
your application? De you want any time? A, 


“Here L, P, Hudsen, attorney for applicant, ask leave té@ 
file written evidence in this case within thirty days. 


Motien is granted by the Commiesion. 


This applicant has the appearance and physical charas- 
teristics of being deacended fromwhite parents; ke has light 
brown eyes, brown hair, and a fair complexion. He dees net under~- 
gtand the Chectaw language, and has no knowledge ef any complianes 
en the part of his ancestors with any of the provietens of article 
fourteen ef the treaty of 1850, 


S, A. Apple, after being duly gwern, states om his oath 
that as stenographer to the Commission to the Vive Civilized Tribes 
he reported the foregoing proceedings on May 19, 1902; and that 
the foregoing is a true and oorrect transeript of his: stenographic 
netes in same, to the best of his knowledge and ability. 


CO f 2a 


Subséribed and sworn te acecacie? - this 26th day of May, 1902. 





CoE Va —— 
Leer Public. 
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Meskiges, Indign fervitory, aprti 10, 190%, 


Honr'y Wi Gilmore, : . 

< Melnd : Okihoma; 
Dea girs. 

You.are hereby atvised that on the loth day of April, 

1903, the Comstesion to’ the Pive Oivilisod rites Yenksvek a dae 
Gision fin thé eonselidated ease..of Phoebe Aun diimore, ot 41, , ot 
bracing the following epilieations for tdontifioation as Missis- 
sippi Ohootawe: | 


Phoebe Ann Gilmore}. et al,,M,0,R, 6697; 
Henry W.. Gilmore, of al., NsO.R- BBR: 
Lanre Glinere, U,O.R. B694; 
Bettie Cherry, ‘et al., ¥.0.2. 8692 
Janes * Ba BSl11, ot ales N,@,Rs6273; 
John Wilitem Birdsel2, N.0.Rs 8898; 
Jeesie Hornbuckle, M,.0.R, 6596, 


Thess appligationa. weré: made under the provision. of the..aot. 
of Congress of’ Juno 20, 1998,(30 state. ,495), which’ is as follows. 


"Sata cone ereer phell heve, authority to determine 
the identity of Ghogtew Indians oleimine richts.in' the 
Chootew lands under artigle fourteen of the treaty be- 
tween the United States and the Chootaw Nation, doncludced 
September twenty-Seventh, cighteen kmndred ant thirty, 
and to thet ond may ‘administer oaths, examine withesess 
and perform ell other aote necessary thereto and make 
report to th¢ Segratary of the Interior,” y ‘ 





Said decision gonoludes: as forlows: 


"It io therefore the opinion of this e@ion 
that the ovitiense ‘heroin im ineuffietent to determine 





W P| 


the 1dontity of phoene ‘Aud, Gs idote Bary ers 
GtImerey Monnoe Gilmore, Willie Gilnore 

Rabest Gian miMeury ¥. 64 toi, Bank "3. Ge 

laure fimord, Bettie Cherry, Bertha Zitox 
Janee G. Birdkell, Prank Birdeehi,. Mary 
Birdaell, Josts Hirdseli,’ Riis 8: 
att tite So gee 

ed. te ® 20. 

visions of past “anets me touns . 
eighteon hundred “a nd 

for their ident ifioat ion aa “subh ghonld’ ve rotaand, ey 
it is -sd ordered,” 


You are further atvised. that. yon will de allowed fifteen 
deys from the date Hereof within whigh to file exgriments 4n this 
office, and that at tho expiration of said time the papers in the 
éas0, together. xith .sadh argunente, will be forwarted to the Seo- 


retary of the Interior through the Commissioner of Indian Affaires) 40% 
Respooctfully, 


ne Btcby: 


rae ty) Bier 
I aR AA, TR: cd, He tye? et A 


Rerigterad, 








Heury We Giimgres 
Maud, U aha Le 
Deak, 5Ar3 as XAOS Game Rd Se. Ta eR, 


the Searetary of the ahteher affirmed the tadinae of this Commis= 
sion refusing the appiications for identification as Missiscipp’s 
Choetaws of the several persons includea@ in the consolidated case of 
Phoebe Ann Gilmore @t whe» of which decision you were advised by 
registered mail on the 10th day of April 190%, 

Respectfully, 


NED) 


L, B. Needle 


Commissioner in Ch 


ee 








For Identification as a Mississippi Choctaw.” 


Dates MAY 19 1902 
Age 2 — oy Ne ee 
mein Maus. tba. 
Pathe ee a 
Mother Oy. ; f 
wali With Pre ag 
Cicmice Chunar ¢ “- 
Ao lar fe Base . 


Child Tepes 


Siena Ei tet. aij 


| Sener oar fae 





“a . : 
F DP iiicoprapner A CCfK fhe 














ay wv } is > 5 ay 
‘ wt om ? ‘23 R: ? im % l 
P Re WER IN cay Uap ese 


COMMISSION TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES. 


In the matter of the application of Phoebe Ann Gilmore 
et al., for identification as Missiasippi Choctaws, consolidating 
the applidations. oft, | 

Phoebe Ann Gilmore, et al., v 

Henry Ws Gilmore, et al., 


Latira Gilmore, 
Bettie Che 


R 6897 
6596 
$594 


Jona ‘Vi.  Birdseli, 
Jeasie Hornbuckie, 


0 
2 
co 

rry, et al. at 82 

James @ Birdeell, et al., . sevs 
= 


of papers forwarded to Secretary of the Interior 
comprising the record in the consolidated 


case of Phoebe Ann Gilmore, et al. 


Original application ef Phoebe Ann Gilmore 
et al., to @ Dewes Commission for 
identification ae :Mieckeeippi: Cheotaws........... 2 


Original application of Henry W. Gilmore, 
et al., to the Dawes Commission for 
identifsention as Mississippi Choctaws..........+ 6 


Original application of Lanra. G11- 
more te the Dawes Comission for 
identification ag a Mississippi Chootaw..... 


Original application of Bettie Cherry 
et al., to the Dawes Commission fer 
identification ka Mississippi Chootaws............28 








aes Sonat venthonay ee: James 8 pag en 23 


of marriage record between J. GC. Bird- 
and 5, Js WOIKOT. bi eeecheierecrvercveveveees 24 


i mal. GUPTA ONS te0 of <_ rote 
to oe Dawes Commi, ar 
Soation as « Missineipp Choetawiccsessse. OB 


: fon of ‘Youste Nerubuckie 
‘getgaant a Soter ey for identif£ica- 
thease 8 ie pri: LOOEAM A siee cscs resseee sere RO 


Decteton of thw Commie ion intr ge the 
pele in the Memeo reg Pla BS 
plicant 
‘Adenthriention as 5 hiseiens 4b Chootaws....;...... 33 











Depar tuebt, of the Interior. 
Commiseion to thé Five Civiliged Tribes. 
Muskogee, Is'T,, May 29, 1962. 


tree we fe mew ee 


In the matter of the application ef Pheebe Ann Gilmere 
fer identification of herself and her six minor ¢hildren, 
iimore,; Tusy Gilmore, Konree Gilmore, Willie Gilmore, Wanoy Gil- 
ore and Rehert Gilmore, as ada te haa Chostans, 


L. P. Hudgem appeared ag attorney for Applicant, 


as Phoebe Ann Gilmere, being duly sworn, testified as fol- 
lows: 


Fxeanination by the Gommissien, 


What is your name? A, Phoebe Ann Gilmore. 

How old ara you? A. I am forty~two years old, 

What is your post-office address? <A. Maud, Oklahoma. 

ae Leng have you lived in wand? A, Tem years, ever einse the 


were. Pty “you live befere that? A. In the Ghicka saw Nation. 
How long did yeu live dm the CHcokasa w Nation’ A. Four years, 
Where were you bern? A, In Brath county, Texas, 
Pid you live in Texas until yeu came to the Indian Territory? 
F A, Fea siz. °0 was born and raised there. 
fs your Tatler liting? A. No, sir. 
‘Is your nother living? AYes, sit. 
Through whith parent do you claim Choctaw blood? A, Ky meth er, 
‘« How much Choctaw blood dg you olaim’ A, oe, aaa 
iy What. as your father? S nage? A, Rufus Dirdoet 


. =e ae | 

Has your mether svex been ¥ seegdinan. in any way or aurelioa as 
a Chottaw Indian by the Chectam: tribal authorities or the 
United States authorities in Indian TepPdtery? A. I don't 
know, 

You have never heard that she. was ners. ou?. A. Ne, sir. 

Where ts your mothor living new? A Me. 

Hap she beam before the Comisrion? i No. she would have bee: 
here te~ pee ahe was on able to stand the trip. 

. Hew old is Ne gs is 67 & eld. 
Where was she vend A, In Minsinpippi. 


we 
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URRY opti 1 


How ol@ was ‘tke when stié lett ui conan! vert A, I dom t knows * 

Did she ge.fr anes iret te Texas? » No she Lived in Tene 
nessee a while and: then went t o Texas. from there, 

Thi she went fo Indian Territory and ther to Oklahoma? A Yea/ 

F , T's “9 Ss . ’ 

‘Ie vit Aueband Living? A, Yes, air. 

Is hea white tan? A, He claims to te, and I reeken he is. 

What de his time? A. John Gilmore. 

- Whet om you do if you were te find aut he is net a white 

man? A, I don't know---live with him, I guesa. 

How mafiy children have you that you want to make application 

Give me the name of the oldest? A. Mary Gilmere, 

How old 4s che? A, She is 26 years old, 

Weoxt?7 A. iuog Gilmore. 

How old is she? A, She is 13; 

Next? A. Monroe. 

How eld is he? A, He is 9 years old. 

Is thin one. bdy? A, yes, sir, 

Next? A, Willie Gilmore. 

How ol@4 is he? . A, He is 7. 

Next? A, Yanoy. 

How o14? A. She is 58. 

Moxt ? A. Robert, 

How 014? A, Two years old, 

You claim fer yourself ad th se six children? A. Yes, sir. 

is. John Gilmore the father of thase children? A. Yes, sir. 

Are you and your husband living together and these ohildren 

with you at your home A, Yes, sir. 

Wers cither of y ou married befors you marrhed to each otis r? 

A. Na; sir, 

Were you married by a minister and undera Ilfcense? A. Yes, 

sir. We had a license, 

. Is your mme-or the names of any ofy our children onany of the 
tribal rolls of ths Choctaw wation in Indian Territery? A. 
Not t hat T know of. 

Have you evar Made appligation for oitiszenship fer yourself and 
children te the Chootaw tribal authoritiss or to the United 
Statetautherities tn Indian Territery? A, No, sir, 

Wave you ever made application for citizenship in the Choctaw 
Nation fer yourself andechildren under the act of Congress of 
June 10,1896? A, Mo, rir. 

Have you ever before this tim made application for the enrell- 
ment of yourself and children either to the Choctaw tribal, 
authorities orto the United States abthorities in Indien 
Territory?» A, No, rir, 

You have never baen admitted tae itizenship with your children 
to citizenship in the Choctaw lation by amy authority what- 
éver, haye you? A. No, sir. 

Q. Do you new some before the Conm 0 
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your ohiléren an Vississt ppi Choctaws? A, Yes sir. 
Do you claim underarticle 14 of the treaty of 1 '.A. Yes, #ir 
De you understand that article of that treaty? A. Ne, I don't 
mew, 


The treaty of 1f50 was made between the United States Gor- 
erument and the Chectaw Tribe of Indians at a pice im Missied ppi 
Milled Dancing Rabbit Creek, on the 27th day Reptember, 1830, 
Before it wee signed 1{t became known. thata great many. Chedtaw In- 
dians would net ge te Indian Territery, and-im erdert ¢ pretest the i 
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interests Of ‘thos who & in Migsiesipp’ artidhe 14 waa! 
éram 3) dnd put iite the treaty of 1830, and it was ratified. on ” 
the #44 day of Fobruary, 1831, 


Article 14 reads as follows: 


"Zach Chootaw head of a family Uéing desirous te remain 
and teoowe a oitiaen of the Stites small ’be permitted te dese wy 
@ignifying his intention te the Agent’ within six months frem the 
retifiontion of this treaty) and he oy she sim ll thereupon be en~ 
titled te a reservation of one stotion of six Mvmdred and forty 
ares of land te be how by sectional dines of survey; in like 
manner shall be omtitled-t@ one half thet. qiantity for each wmarri- 
ed child whih its living with him ever tev ware of age anda 
quarter sectidgu to sueh childas anf ih, vader ten yoars ef age, to 
sdjoin the location ef the parent, Ti they reside upon said ‘lands 
intending to ts come ditizens of the States fer five years after 
the ratification of this treaty, 4m that case a grant in fée simple 
ehall issue. Said reservation shall inolude the present impr eve- 
ment of the head of the family or a portion ef it. Persons whe 
claim under this ertifle shell not lose the privilege ofa Choctaw 
citizen, but if they ever r emove.are not te be entitled te any 
portion of the Choctaw annuity.” 


Q. Did any of your Choctaw ancestors comply or attempt to eomply 
any af the provisions of that article ef t hat treaty? A, 
t+] fir. 
You understand tet artiole well enowghto olaim unier it, do you? 
A. Yes, sir. 
What isthe mame of your ancestor youare claiming under now? 
A. Nanoy Littlepage. 
What relation was she to you? A. My rent -eennine ther, 
Did she live in Mississi ppi.in 1830° A. I don,t knew, She was 
raiged there. 
. How oldwould she be if livimg now? A. I cannot tell you, 
Did she or any of your other Choctaw sancesters live in Missisa Pp 
pi in 1830 and wag thé head of a family there? A,I don't 
knew, 
How old is your mother now? A, fhe is 67 years cld, 
Where was she borm? A. In Mississippi. 
Did she claim thretigh her father or mother? A, Her mother. 
What wes her miden name? A. Nancy Tittlepage, 
Is that your grandmother you are claiming through ? Yes, eit. 
Ané. is she your mother's mother? A. No, my mother's mother was 
a Creen, . 
One is yancy Green and the other is wancy Litticpage. A. Yes, 
my grendmother wes yancy Green and my great-grandwother was 
Nancy Tittlepage. She was a Tittlepage and married a Green. 
» Wel’, did she live in Missisa pri’ A. yes, sir. 
» Did she live in. Migedesippi Te years ago and have a femily 
there? A, I-don t know, 





Lot WitD y Sine Ppt 


c+ rite o = eae Ow see . ce UG Sat " Leo 

in 1830 or 1831 and hada family of children there then? A, 
T am not Able to say whe, 

Dideny ofy our ancestors own any improvements on Jand in Mis- 
sissippi or Alabam in 18507 A. I don't know. 

Did any of them own or claim any land i the o14 Chootaw yatien 
under articls 14 of the treaty of 16367 A, I donrt know, 





Q. Did any ef your Chootaw ancestors within six months after the 
ratifioation of the trasty of 1830 zo to Cel, Willian Ward, 
the United States Indian Acent in Missied ppi, amd telt him 
that thy wanted te .atay, take lands and become oitizens of 
the States? 4-IT dont know, \ t 

Q. Did any of your Choctaw ancestors go from tmt old Chéctaw 
Nation sast of the Missis@ppi River to the Chectaw yetion in 
Indian Territory with the other Indians b-tween 1833 end 1838 
and 1B40® A, Ivdontt know that. 


The Choctaw Indians whe stayed in the old Choctaw 7a t ion 
eart of the Missisdppi River after the treaty ef 1850 was rati~ 
fied were required, if they wanted to take advantage of articls 4 
o< the treaty, to go to the United ftates Indjan Agent and tell 
him they wanted to stay, take lands and bdoome citizens of +he 
States; they wore required te do this within six months after the 
treaty was ratified. A great many Choctaw Indians: did this whose 
min © “cl, William “ard, the government agent, failed to put upes 
hie ist, knowm as “Yard's Recister." His negleot to do this caused 
@ great many Choctaw Indlans in Mississippi to loge both their 
landand improvemnts, for both were taken from then by the Gov- 
ernment andegoléd at 4 hy pulic land sale, This caused so moh 
dissatistaction among ths Choctaw Indian & that in 1237, by an aet 
of congress of March 3 of + hat year, a covmisaionwas sent to is- 
sipsippt to le ar& claimants under article 14 of the treaty of 1880. 
In 1842 another cormissionma-s ent to Missidippi, by an act of 
congress of Aurust 23 of that year. Both these coumissions made 
lists efsuch as ceme before them. 


Q. Do you mowwhether any of- your Choctaw ancestors went tfore 
either of those conmissions and immfe- any claim to benefite 
under article 14 of the treaty of 18%? A. IT don't knew, 

Q. Didany cfyovr Choctaw ancestors receive any scrip ae Choctaw 
Indians fremthe Goverment, whichentitled them te select 
iands frem the vacant government lanis in Mississippi, Ala vam, 
Louisiana, or Arkangras, in the place of laris taken from them 
by the Covernment ang sold? A. I don t know. WNotthat I 
know of. 

Q. This seripwes issued mder anthcrity of the act of Congress ef 
Aurust 23, 1942. ¢ 


Q. What rolatives have you who have bem teferc the Commigal on 
to be identified as M’ csisat ppi Choctare? What kin is ysames 
C. Rirds311 to you. A, He is my brether. 

Q. He has been before the Commisecton, has he? A. yes, sir. 

Q, Wouldyou like your case consslianted wth his and all others 
weno appear hefore the Cormission claiming under article 14 
of the treaty ef 1830? A. Yes, sir. 

Q. All «ho claim under the same ancestor, Naney Littlepage? A. yos, 
sir. 





™he case of Tameex C, RBirdsell, Yo. 5273, 4s tere referred te 
Te purpose of onpolitcation. 


Q. To you speak or understand the Choctaw language? 
A, Wo, sir. 


Q. wave you sny other evidenec now you want te offer in support 
of your anplicatjon? A. Wot that FY know of, 
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e¥idénce fn suppor’ 3 


Rétion 19 & Howe sy the. Gaiakpaiie 


thie A pelicant tea the ag papeaeemcy and Gica}: charac- 
teristice o? ,psing. destended from white parents; she tas. Tair 
complexion, light-brown hair and blue eyes. She rege not under> 
stand t he bnoe or language, mt has no knowledge of arty compigange. 
on ‘he part of ter anedsters. "ea any of the provislorm of: arttole 
fourteen of the treaty sf 1630 


6, Ay Ie, being: duly ewe etates that as stance 
pher.to the Commission +o the Fiv Civtiises Trihés he report 
forsroing preecedings on yay 29, 1902; anf that th reg 
“@ trueand ceorreét transcript of hig sténographic notes 4t 


te the test of His knowledge and i: aie doe SMUG pa : 


Subscribed and svorn to befere me thie 26th dag of May, 1902... 
Meuret, Mid arr) da 


Notery Public. 
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QOmuT Rsk TO THE VIVE GLViLIZED TRIBDS. 
tiiegass23t 


ta ae matter of the apelicntion of Phoebe ann Gilmore 
ot al. , ‘ter identi tention as Mi oat eotippt Chectaws, consolidating 
the appiicat tone of: | 


tH DECT SOL OM 54; 


It eppeares from the record herein that ‘gppidcatiods. ter 
identification as Mipsiastppi. Ghoetars were made to this Comiis~ 
ston ty Probe ann Giisere for herself and her six utner children, 


wee aie hai Sedves, Wilkie, Ranvy od Robert Gtamord) by Beary ¥, 


Cumeie tor nerentsi Wy teed Cueniy ee noreite esi her steer 

mts, Bertna Ries tmorty, w James @. Mirasex2 for nimeetf and 
Me five mbnor ehLaron, Frenk, Miry, Jesate, foete and Mis Bird 

poll) by Tele Wilhiew Rirdeets fpr hinecit, and by Jenshe Kernbdue> 





«2< 
kle for herself, under the following provision of the ast of’ Rene 
gress approved June 28, 1898 (30 State., 496): : 
sesseste te"ouestttcTasizes sistatag Pagats ia ts Bier” 
lands under article fourteen of the ‘renee between the tea 
States and the Choctaw Nation, goncluded September 
seventh, sighteen hundred and ‘thirty, and to that Bago. mal May ad- 
minister hs, examine witnesees, and perform all other acts 
pH 36 pal thereto and make report to the Secretary of the 

It also appears that all of said applicants claim rights 
in the Choctaw lands under article fourteen of the treaty between 
the United States and the Choctaw Nation, concluded September twenty 
seventh, eighteen hundred and thirty, by reason of being descendants 
of Nancy (or Nanoy Ann) Green (nee Littlepage), or Maney (or Baney 
Ann) Littlepage (nee Green), who is alleged to heve been a Choctaw 
Indian, degree of blood not positively stated. 

It further appears from the evidence submitted in support 
of eaid applications, and from the records in the possession of the 
Commission, that none of said applicants has ever been enrolled by 
the Choctaw tribal authorities as a member of the Choctaw trive, or 
admitted to Choctaw citizenship by a duly constituted court or come 
mittee of the Choctaw Nation, or by the Commiasion to the Five Civ~ 


ilized Tribes, or by a deorse of the United States Court in Indian 


Territory, under the provisions of the act ef Congress approved June | 
10, 1806 (#9 Btats., 321). 
It does not appear from the testimony and evidence offered 





in support of said applications, oF rom wm eoore ne pe 
sion of the Commission relating to paersorg who complied or atten tea: es 
to comply with the provisions of said artidle fourteen of the treaty 
of @ighteen hundred and thirty, and to persons who heretofore were: 
elaimants thereunder, that the said Manoy (or Nancy Aun) Green (nee 

, 


Ye * 
ye aot an 


Tal UO oF 





a3 
Littlepage), or Nancy (or Nancy Amn) Lattiepage (neo Green); or 


ancestors less remote signified (in person or by proxy) to Colonel 


Wm, Ward, Indian Agent, Choctaw Agency, an intention to comply with 
the provisions.of said article fourteen, or presented « olaim to 
rights thereunder to either of the Commissions authorized to adjudie 
eate such claims by the acts of Congress approved March 3, 1837 (5 
Stat#., 180) and August 23, 1642 (6 Stats., 613). 

It is therefore the opinion of this Commission that the 
evidence herein is insufficient to determine the identity of Phoebe 
Ann Gilmore, Mary Gilmore, Lucy Gilmore, Monroe Gilmore, Willie 
Gilmore, Nancy Gilmore, Robert Gilmore, Henry W, Gilmore, Edna E. 
Gilmore, Laura Gilmore, Bettie Cherry, Bertha Ellen Cherry, James 0, 
Birdsell, Frank Birdsell, Mary Birdsell, Jessie Birdsell, Josie 
Birdsell, Ella Birdsell, John William Birdsell and Jessie Hornbuckle, 
as Choctaw Indians entitled to rights in the Choctaw lands under the 
provisions of said article fourteen of the treaty of eighteen hune 
dred and thirty, and that the applications for their identification 


&s such should be refused, and it is so ordered. 


COMMISSION TO THES FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES. 


NED) 


Lame Bixby. 
Aeting Chairman. 





¥ (TP ve ey, 
a a. JV CONICS, 
Cormissioner, 








"0. &. Breckinridge. 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, Gormmissioner, 
APR 0 1803 
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Muskogee, Indien ferritoxy, April 10, 1903, 


Ransfield,; Nokurray & Cornish, 
Attarnoys for the Ghoetar anf Ghiekasew Nations, 
South MeAloster, Indian Yorritory. 
Gontlemon: | 
You are hereby advised thet on the loth day of April, 
1963, the Gommission to the Pive Givilised Tribes rendered a. ao- 
cision in the eonsolidated. ease of Phoebe Ann Gilmoxe, ot ai,, om 
bracing the fellowing applivationse for identification as Miesis- 
sippi Ghoctaws: , 
Phoebe Ann Gilmore, ot a1. ,M.0.R. 5697; 
Henry W. Gilmore, ot al., M.0.R. 5896; 
laure Gilmore, MO. R, §594; 
Bottio Cherry, ot al., M,0.R.~BG9Z; 
Janog C. Birdeeli, et al., NyC.R. 5273; 
John William Birdsell, M,.0.R. 5596; 
Joseie Hornbuckle, M, 0.2. B595, 
These applieations were made under thé provision of the agt 
of Gongross of June £8, 1898, (30 State., 495), 
Said deotsion gonelndes ae follows: 
"It is therefore the opinion of thie Goumisston 
that the ovyidénce horein is an aged bes Mes etapa 
the identity of Phoebe Am G1 Mary Gilmoro, Dusy 
Gilmore, Monroe Gilmore, Will4é Glimore OLimore, 


Robert. Gilmore, Henry ®. Gilmere, Bana 8. Gilmore 
Laure aitmore, "Bottie ican Borths Ellen Ohorry, 





Birteell, Josio Birdaell, Elle Birdeel?, John Wiilien 
Biréseil and: Joesio Rornbugkle, as ew Indien’ on- 
titled to rights in the Ghoetew lands under the aba 

> visions of eaid artiole fourtean of the troaty o 





SF 


and thet the appligations 
sugh should be refused, and 
You Are farther sivieod that the applicants in this ease 

have been allowed ftftoen daya fromthe date herdof within whieh 
to file argumonta in thie offivo, abd thet at the expiration of 
aid time the paper@ in thé dase, together vith adh’ hitginionte, 
will bo forwarded to the Se@retery of the Interior through the 
Commissioner of Indian Affaire, 


Respeetfally, 


#BIGNED) 


Lame Bixbry 
Ghai MAN. 
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Muskoges, Indian Territory, April.10, 1908. 


PhoebeAnn Gilmore, 
Maid, Okishoma. 


esx Kagen: 

You:sre hereby advived thet on the 10th @ey of April, 
1903, tho Gomniesion to the Five Givilinga Tribes rondered @ ad« 
cision in the consolidated gave of Phoebe Ann Gilmore, 8f.al1,., em 
bracing the following applications for identification as Nissiase- 
sippi Shootas: 


Phoebe Ann Gilmore, ct e1.,M.¢.R.5597; 
Honry W. Gilmore, ot al., H.@sR. 6596: 
Iaure Gilmora, OG, R. B5O4; 
Bettie Gherry, ot al., M.O,R.6692; 
Jamse Ce BL agli, et ale, K,O.R, 6275; 
Jon William Birdseli, M.G.R, 6698; 
Jeacio Horntngkig, M,0.R. 5596. 


These eppligatione were made under thé provision of the ast 
of Opngross of June £8, 1698,(30 State,,.495) whieh is as follows: 


"Said. Cometepion shall have authority to determine 
. the identity of Ohogtay Indiane olat rights in the 
Choctaw beget ohhgry fourteen of the freaty bo- 
tween the United States anf the Choctaw Nation, doneluded 
September twantyeacventh, eighteen hundred and thirty, 
0. @ pes Seicgegers abril nd. ay examine witnesses 
and porform all other acts necessary thereto and make 
report to the Segretary of the Interior, " 


f 





Seid: doetaioneopnelpace ag fdllows: 


on wad 
» “38 te Pevefore the opinion of t Commission 
hat the aeiidhed irein ie ineuffios to determine 





Py de Coy 8, 


thé Laontity of Phoobe inn gilmore, meer at ners lady 
Gilmore, Hoxrroe Gilmore, Willie Giluore,. Mansy Gilmore, 
Robert G1 impra,: Honry y OsImore, Bane 8, @iimete, . 
lawva Gilmorb; Bettie Bertha Blilen Gherry, 
James Cc Birdacli, Prete wirdbell, Ma ‘Birdger) plovete 

Biwédsell, Josie Birdecll, Blla Birdsell  Elage Wit iiem 

rasell- and Jesnie Hornvuckte, ec Chootew Indians, en- 
titled te rights in the. Choctew lands under the pro- 
visions of gaid-artiole fourteen of the treaty. of 
eighteen hundred and thirty, and that the app teations 
for thodr identifieation az such @honld be refused, and 
it i8 so ordered.” 


You are ‘further advised that you will be’ allewed fifteen 
days from the date hereof within whigh to f11¢ arguments in this 
offige, and that at the expiration of said time the papors in the 
Gago, together vith such arcuments, will be forvardoed to the Scee- 
retary of the Interior through the Commissioner of Indtan Affaire. 

Rogpootfully, 


6D) 


Tare Bix by , 


Chairman. 
‘Roristoret% 








Wuskegee, Inddan Territory, April 27, 1903, 


~The Honorable, 
The Secretary of the Interior. 
Birt gy : 
There is transmitted herewith the record in the consolidated 


4 


PSone See Sem 


ease Of Phoebe Ann Gilmore, et al., applicants to the Commission for 
identification as Mississippi Choetaws, including the decision of 
the Commission of April 10, 1903, 

The above consolidated case embraces the following original ap- 

plications heard by the commission: 
Phoebe Ann Gilmore, et al., M.C.R, 5597, 
Henry ¥, Gilmore, et al., N.C.R. 5596, 
Laura Gilmore, M.C.R, 5694, 
Bettie Cherry, et als, M.C»sR. 5592, 
James C, Birdsell, et al,,. M.C.R, 5273, 
John William Birdsell, MeCeRs 5598, 
Jessie Hornbuckie, M.C.R. 5695. 

The Comaission has the honor to report that the principal appli- 
cante in the several separate applioations and the attorneys for the 
Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations have been duly advised by letter of the 
action of the Commission, copies of said letters being attached to 
the reoord, 


Respectfully, 





Through the 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 


2 enclesures M.C.R. 6597. 


‘ ite 
y oan T he 





Land, 
27839-1963. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
Office of Indian Atinirs, 
Wattiington, Jmie 17, 1903, 


The Honorable 
“the ch ahmed of the Interior. 


Bir: 

There is transmitted herewith the record of the preceed- 
ings had before the Commission t@ the Five Civilized Tribes in the 
matter of the application of Phoebe Amn Gilmere fer the identifioca- 
tien of herself and her six miner children, Mary, tuey, Menree ,; 
Willie, Wancy and Ro bert Gilmre; of Henry Ws Gilmore for the 
identification of himself and his minor child, Bana EB, Gilmere; of 
Laura Gilmore for herself; ef Bettie Gherry for herself and her 
minor child, Bertha Allen Cherry; of Jamu C. Bi rdsell for himself 
and his five minor children, Frank, Mary, teossis; Josie and Bila 
Birdsell; of John William Birdsell for himself; sink af Jessie 
Hornbuckle for herself, all as Mississippi Chectaw Indians. 

Qe kprth 10, 1903, the Commission rendered @ decisien in 
this case finding that the record evidence is insuffiotent te. de- 
tled to rights in the Choctaw lands under the provisions ef arti- 
cle 14 of the treaty of 18350, and that their applications fer suoh 
identification should be refused . 


¥ 
a ae 





The office has examined the record evidence and finds that 


these applicants claim to have ingprited their Choctaw blood from 


a common ancestor, Nancy Ann Birdsell through her frem Nancy Green, 
and through her frem Nancy Littlepage, but neither the record ev- 
idence nor an examination of the reserds in this office shows that 
any parsed by the name of Hanoy Ann ‘Birdseli, Waitey Littlepage or 
Nanoy Green, ever complied or attempted to comply with the provi- 
sions of article 14 of the treaty of 1830, or secured a patent or 
serip for land thereunder, 

It, therefore, appears that these applicants have failed 
to establish the fact that they are Mississippi Cheotaw Indians 
entitled to rights in the lands ef the Choctaw Nation by reason 
of the provisions of the 14th article of the treaty of 1830, and 
the office considers gaid decision of the Commission cor rect and 
recommends that it be affirmed by the Department. 


Very respectfully, 


W. A. JONES , 


Commissior r. 








D. C42 9008; 
Ith 6248-1963. } 
. DEPARTMNNT GF TER INTRRIOR, = RAP, 
WASHINGTON, 
Jane 27,1903. 


Coumission ‘te the Five Civilized Fribeg, 

Muskogee, I. Ts 
Gentlemen: 

On April. 27, 1903, you transmitted the recerd in the 
matter of the application for identification as Mississippi Chec- 
taws, of Phoebe Ann Gilmere and her minor children, Mary, Luoy, 
Monroe, Willie, Nency and Rebert Gilmore; ef Henry ¥W. Gilmore and 
his minor chil, gine B. Gilmore; of Laura Gilmore; ef Bettie Cherry 
and her minor child, Bertha Klien Cherry; ef James C. Birdsell and 
his miner ohildren, Frank, Mary, Jessie, Josie and Hila vie! eae 
of John William Birdsell; and of. Jonsie Herabuokle. Yeu refused 
the applications April 10, 19035. 

\, {he applicants claim rights 9 Choctaw lands under 
‘article 14 of ‘the treaty of 1830 vy reser ef being desc mdants 
of Hance a ei “through her ane miner roen, thF eugh 


cestors were “Guoctaw ‘teaiiaias, and that Nancy ee am Mana 
Green: were reeidents in \Misaisaipps in 1830, 
The ‘egos submitted by the appl ican tity as well as the 
3 aicsalen seal i: sey ay Meh one of their, 


se 
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: ‘*\ @lleged ancestors complied or attempted te comply with article 14 
of the treaty of 1830, ex with either éf the miypempent acts of 
Congress relating therste, 


Reporting June, 17, the Comutesioher of Inatan Avfaire 
Fevommends that your decisien be oppreved, A copy of his report 
Ae Inolosed. 

The Department ‘bas carefully reviewed the whole recerd 
and finds no reason te etur your decision; it is therefore 
affirmed. 


Respeotfully, 


B. A. Hitcheook, 


Seor etary, 
Lninclosure, 








MCR 5597 
COPY. 


Muskogee, Indien Territery, July 16, 1903, 


Phoebe Ann Gilmore, 

Maud, Oklahoma, 
Dear Madamt 

You are hereby notified that.en the 27th day of June 1903, 

the Secretary of the Interior affirmed the decision of this Comdex 
Sion refusing the applications for identification as Missiéeippa 
Choctaws of the several persons included in the consolidated case of 
Phoebe Ann Gilmore et ala, of which decision you were advised by 
registered mail on the 10th day of Apri 1903, 


Respectfully, 


T B. Needles. 


Commisnioner in Charges, 








OORY MCR 5597 


Muskegee, Indian Territory, July 16, 190%» 


Mansficld McMurray & Cornish, 
Attorneys for the Choctaw and Chigkasaw Nations, 
‘ 
South MeAlester, Indian Territory. 
Gentlemen} 

You are hereby notified that on the 27th day of June 1903 
the Secretary of the interior xffirmed the decision of this Cotmlae 
sion refusing tie applieations for identification as Mississippi 
Choctaws of the several persons included in the consolidated case of 
Phoebe Ann Gilmore et al., of which decision you were advised by 
mail on the 10th day of April 1905, 


Respectfully, 


f. B. Needles. 


Commissioner in Chargé. 


ep) 








R 5273 
R 8597 
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Muskogee, Indian Territory, October 17, 1903. 


James C. Birdsell, 
- Maud; Oxiehoma - 
Dear Sir: 

Receipt is hereby acknowledged of your letter of October 
12th, in which you ask that you and Phoebe Ann Gilmore be allowed 
to introduce further evidence in support of your claims. 

In reply you are informed that it appears from our re- 
eords that on June 27, 1903, the Secretary of the Interior approved 
the decision of the Commission refusing the several applications 
included in the consolidated Mississippi Chootaw oase of Phoebe Ann 
Gilmore, et al., of which your application is a part. 

“The Commission now considers this cage closed and cannot 
receives or consider any further @viderioe in support thereof. 
Respectfully, 


Commissioner in Charge. 
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No. 3 19'Z 
For Identification as a Mississippi Choctaw. 


Date MAY 19 1902 
Name Tid GnrK Lb rR 
Age HQ — Blow 0 /, 
ros-opicr, Mak, Oka. 
Father (Bentiaet: Ai 
Mother Maney dane ' LZ 
oe ims through Veto a 
NID YWlrws . Ly 
Us os fo figs 


Children 
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Department of the Intérier, 
Comnseien te the Pive Civilisea Tribes. 
keogee , Ii Tey May 19, zo02. 


MO + 65p8 - 


In the matter of the appligatien ef John William Bird- 
sell fer the identification ef himself as a Mississippi Chect aw, 


L. P, Hudsen app ared as Attermy fer Applicant. 


John William Birdsell, after being duly swern, testified 
in his ow behalf as fellews: 


Examination by the Cenmmissien. 


Q. What is your name? A. Jehn William Birdsell. 

Q. How eld are yeu? A, I am thirty-ene years old, 

Q. Are you married? A, No, sir, I am single, 

Q.What is your post-office address? A, Maud, Oklahom,. 
Hew long have you lived there? A, Ten years, 

- Where were you bern? A. In rats county 
Where did you go frem Texas? A, lent te indian Territery and 
lived there © years,and tha te Oklahoma, 

Is your ‘father living? A. Ne, sir, 

Is your mother 11 ° A. You, sir. 

what was your father's name? A. Rufus Birdgeli, 

What 18 your mother's mume? A, Nancy Ann Birdseli. 

You claim threugh which parcnt, year fathér or mether? A. I 
claim “theses mother. 

Hew much Ches Loed de yeu claim? A. One-eizith, . 

Has your mother ever been recegh fod in Way or @nrelled as 
a Choctaw citizen by the Chsct W.anthérities er the tnited 
States authorities in Indian isc ory? A, I don(& knew, 

Do you claim fer yeurself alone’ Yee, ‘mir. 

- Is your name upen any of the tribal relle ef the Choctaw Nation 
in Indian Territery? A, I don't knew, I guess not; I have . 
net beemenrelled; I don't reekon, 

Fave yeu eve 


L324 . a.8 ay rT) et) 





ty im Indian Territo A. Ne, sir, 

Have yeu ever made application fer eitisenship in the Ghectaw 
Natien te the Ce men to the Five Givilised rrinbes under 
the act of Congress of Jum 10, 18067: A. Ne, sir, 

- Have you ever tefere thiatine earedbéfere the Dawes Cemmis- 
sien er the Chectewy trial autherities for onreliment as a 
Cheetaw Indian? A, We, sir, 

- Yeu have never been a daitted te citizenship in the Ghectaw wation 





by the Chectaw tribal authorities, the Cemmissien te the 
Five Civiliged rribes or the United States court in Indian 
Territery, have you? A. We, sir. 

Q De yeu new come come before the Commission te be identifiedas 
& Mississippi Chectaw, ¢laiming under article 14 ef th 
treaty ef 18307 A, Yes, sir. 

Q. Do yeu understand that artiele ef that treaty A. No, sir. 


The treaty of 1830 was made between the United States 
and the Chectaw Indians at a place in Mississippi called Dancing 
Rabbit Creek, on the 27th day ef September, 1830. The object of 
the treaty was te remeve as far .as possible all the Chectaw Indians 
from the eld Chectaw watien east of the Mississippi River te the 
Chectaw yation in Indian Territery. Befere the treaty was signed, 
however, it became known that a great many Choctaw Indians would 
refuseteo Ze frem that old Chectaw wation te the new Chectaw wa tien 
Indian Territery, and in orderto protect the interests of these 
Indiang whe remained in Missigai ppi article feurteen was drawn up 
and put inte that treaty of 1830. It was then signed, and om 
24th if February, 1831, it was ratified. 


Article fourteen readsa sf ollows: 


"Each Chectaw head of a family being desirous te remain 
and become a citizen of the States shall be permittéd te de se b 
Signifying their intentien to the Agent within six months from the 
ratification of this treaty, and he or she shall thereupon be en- 
titled te a reservation of ones ection ef six hundred and forty 
acres of land to be bounded by sectional lines of survey; in like 
manner shall be entitled to one hal@ tliat quantity fer each unmar- 
ried childwhich is livingwith him over ten years ef age and a 
quarters ection te such child as may be under tm years of age, te 
adjein the lecation of the parent. If they reside upon said s 
intending te become citizens of the States for five years after 
the ratification ef this treaty, in that case a grant in fee simple 
shall issue. Baid, reservation shall] ineludet he present improw - 
ment ef the head off the family or a pertien of it. Persons whe 
claim under this article shall net lose the privilege of a Chectaw 
citizen, but if they ever remove are net te be entitled te any 
portien ef the Chectaw amuity." 


Q. De yeu knewifany ef your Chectaw ancesters complied er attempt- 
ed to ceifply with any ef the provisions of that article ef 
that tre + Me, sir. 

Q. What is the name of your Choctaw ancester threugh whom yeu 
claim the right te be identifiedas a Missis&ppi Chectaw? 

A. Nancy Littlepage:. 

Q. What relation wassie to you? A. My great-grandmother. 

Q. Hew much Choctaw blo did she have? A. I den't knew hew much 
Nancy Littlepage had 





Q.Did she have a Chectaw Indian name’? A, Ne, sig; I den't knew. 

Q. Did she speak the Chectaw language? A. I don't know. a 

Q. How eld would Yancy Littlepage be tf living new? A. I don,t 
knew. 

Q. Did she live im the old Chectaw watien in Mississippi in 1830? 
A. I don't knew, 

Q. Did any of yeur other Chectaw ancesters live in Missisa ppi in 
1830 A. I don t knew, 


Q. You claim threugh which parent, yeur father er mother? A, My 
mother. 
Q. Where was she bern? A, In Missing 





Where did she go from there? A. I don't knew. 

Did she live in Texas? A, Yes, sir, I think she did. 

You don't know mueh about it? A. No, sir. 

. Did any of your Chectaw ancestors live in the 01@ Choctaw Nation 
east of the Mississippi River and were head of families there 
im 1830 A. I don,t know,’ ; 

Did any of your Chectaw ee from the old Chectaw Nation 
in Missisa ppi and Ala te the Chectaw wation, Indian Ter- 
ritory, with the other Indians whewent between 4833 and 1838 
and 1840 A. I don;t knew, 

Didany of your Chectaw ancestors own any lands or improvements 
on land in Mississippi or Alabama in 18507 A. I don't know, 
Did any of t hem own or claim any lands in Mississippi or Alabama 
ee ete fourteen of the treaty of 183027 A.I don't 

ow. 

Did any of y eur Chectaw ancestors within six months after 
the ratification of the treaty of 1630 to the United States 
Indian Agent, Col. Ward, and tell him they wanted te stay back 
in the old Chectaw watien, take lands there and tecome citizens 
ef the States? A.TI don't mow. 

Did any of your Chectaw ancestors claim any lands in the old 
Chectaw Nation under article 14 of the treaty ef 1830 A. 

I don't knew. 

Did any ef your Chectaw Ancesters go before either the Commission 
appeinted by an act of Congress of yarch 1837, or the 
commission appeinted by an act of Congress August 23, 1842, 
and claim any benefits under article 18 of the treaty of 1830° 
A. I don't know, 


These cemmissions were appointed by cengress te hear 
the claims of those Indians whe had been before Col. William Ward, 
the United States Indian Agent, and signified their intention te 
stay in Mississippi and take lanis and become citizens of the 
States, but whese names he had refused te put upen his list, and 
in censequence their lands had been taken frem them by the Gov- 
ernment and sold. 


Q. Do you know whether any of your Choctaw ancestors lost any land 
in this way? A. Ne, sir. 

Q. Did any of your Choctaw ancestors receive any aeree frem the 
Government which entitled them te take lands in Mississippi, 
Alabama, Louisiana, or Arkansas te take the place ef those 
lanis taken frem them and sold? AI don't knew. 


This sorip was issued under authority of the act of Com- 
gress of August 23, 1842, and was givem te those Indians we 
proved that they had attempted te comply with the requirements 
ef article 14 ef the treaty ef 18350, and had had their land 
taken from them and sold. 





de a re n aré ou P Le 
brother, 
Q. Has he been before the Commission? A, Yes, sir. 
Q. Weuld vou like your case and his considered togetier by the 
Commission, and all others consolidated with them, who claim 
from the same common ancestor’ A, 
A. Yes, sir. 





Q. Is there anything else you want te say now in suppert ef yeur 
application? <A. Ne, sir. 

Q. Have you any other evidence you want te present in support ef 
yeur application? 


Here L, P, Hudson, attormey for applieant asks leave te 
file written evidence in this applicatien within thirty days time, 


Motion granted by the Commission. 


Q. Do you speak er understand the Choctaw language? A, No, sir. 


This applicant has the appearance and physical character- 
istics of being descended frem white parents; he has brews oa 
dark Drewn hair, and a dark complexion, new somewhat tanned. He 
doés: net underatand the Chectaw lariguage and has ne knowledge of 
any: compliamee on the part ef his ancesters with any of the pre- 


wisions of article fourteen of the treaty of 


8. A Apple, being duly sworn, states that as stenographer 
to the Commissien te the Pive Civilised Tribes he reperted the 
foregoing proceedings on May 19, 1902; and that the foregeing is a 
true and cerrect-copy-ef-the transcript ef his stefographic notes 


in same , to the best of his knowledge and ability. 0 
IY te 
Subscribed and sworn to befere me this 27th day of May, 1902. 
4 Be, Jaci +>— 


Netary Public. 








N.0.R, 5598, 


* WOPY. 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, April 10, 1903. 


John W, Birdsell, 
Mand, Oklahoma, 


Dear Sir: 


You are hereby advised thet on the 10th day of April, 


1903,. the Gommission to the Five Civilized Tribes rondered a de- 
Gision in the consolidated case of Phoebe Ann Gilmore, et al.,em- 
bracing the. folioving applications for identification as Missis- 
eippi Chootaws: 


Phoebo Ann Gilmore, et al, ,us0.R. 6697; 
Henry ¥. Gilmore, ot al., U.0-R. 6596; 

Jaura Gilmore, u.G.R. 6694; 
Bettie Gherry, et al. m0, R, 5592; 
James ©, Birdeell, et al., M.0.R, 5273; 
John Williem Birdsell, M,0sR. 8598; 
Jeasic Royaluek}, U,@, Reb 596, 


These ‘appligetione were fade asdbelthe provinton of the: oe 
of Consreses of June £8,1898,(30 state. »49B), whieh ig ae follows; 
a 


“said Commission shall have authority to determine 
the identity of Choctaw Indians ecleiming rights in the 
Choctaw lands under artiole fourvtoon of the. treaty bee 
tween the United states and the Ghoptaw Nation, conoimied 
September tronty-soventh, sighteen Hhndred and thi 
and to that ond may administer’ oaths, examine vitnepasd 
and perform all other acts nesssgary thereto and make 
roport to the Seerotary of the Interior." 





Said decision ooneludes ss follows: 


"It is therefore the opinion of this Commission 
that the evidenés herein is insufficient to determine 





Ja We Ba, 2, 


the identity of Phoebe Ann Gilmore;“Mary Gilmore, inoy 
Gilmoxe, Monroe Gilmore, Willie Ofim ‘ Hency Gflmore, 
Robert Gilmore, Henry W, Gilmore, Bins 5. Gilmore, 
laure Gilmore, Bettie Cherry, Berths Ellen Cherry, 
James 0, Birdsell, Bronk Birdwell, : Birdsell Jessie 
Biréeell, Josie Birdselly Blla Birdsell; John William 
Biragell, and Jessie Hornbuekle, ae Ghootew Indians en- 
titled to righta 4n the Choctaw lands under the pro- 
visions of caid artie¢le fourteon of the treaty of 
gitéen-hundred and thirty, and that. the applieations 
their identifios A nein. be tefueed, and 


Pel Pp ye GR os og yee 
ay. ‘ ¥ oe 


You are further advised that you will be allowed fiftoen 


days from the date hereof within whieh to file arguments in thie 

office, and thet at the exptration of said time the papers in the 
case, together ~ith sueh arruments, till be forwarded to the Soe- 
retary of the Interior through the Oommissionor of Indian Affairs, 


Respectfully, 








Mand, "Okiahome, 
Dear Sir: 

You are hereby notified that on the 27th day of June 1903, 
the Secretary of the Interior affirmed the decision of this Comtle- 
@ion refusing the applications for identification as Mississippi 
Choctaws of the ceveral persons included in the consolidated case of 
Phoebe Ann Gilmore et G1,, of which decision you were adrised by 
registered mai) on the 10th day of Aprdil 1903, 

Respectfully, 


(SIGNED) J. B. Needles. } ‘ 
AOR tC i ARE AP OAR os ay 








No, 50 


F For Identification as a Mississippi Choctaw, 
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Department of the Interier. 
Commission te the Five Civilised Tribes. 
, Maskegee, I. T., May 29, 1902, 


MC - 5599 + 


In the matter of the application of Mattie L. Cates fer 
identification of herself and her miner child; Mansel Cates, as 
Mississippi Ghectaws. 


L. P. Hudson appeared as Attorney fer Applicant. 


Mattie L, Cates, after beimg duly sworn, testified as 
follows: 


Examination by the Commisd en. 


What is your mame? A, Mattie L. Cates. 
How old are you? A. IT am sixteen years old. 
What is.yow post office address? <A. Maud, Oklahome. 
How long have. you lived at waud? A. I dom't know. We meyed 
there last December. 
Where did you live befere that? A . Tecumseh, Oklahoma. 
Hew long have yeu lived im Oklahoma’? A. About seven years. 
Where did yeu live befere ,ou went te Oklahema’? A In the Chiek- 
asaw ation, 
How levig 4id you live in the Chickasaw wation? A. I den:t knew. 
ere me an. idem of hew long? .A. About four years. 
¢ were you bern? A. In Texas. 
vagy en always live there. until you went te Chickasaw yation? 
I don't’ mew, 
Hew long did ya live in Texas? A. I don:t knew, 
Is your father living? A. Yes, sir. 
Is your mother living? A. Yeq oar. 
What is your father's name? A, Oliver K. Poséy, 
What is your mother's name? A, Sarah Posey. ’ 
Do you claim Choctaw blool threugh your father er nether? A. 
My father. 
. How mueh Chectaw blood de you cla A, One-sixteenth, 
De you know when and where your father and mother were married? 


> 


>. « 


Q 
Q 
Q 
Q: 
Q 
Q 
Q 
g 
Q 
Q. 
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Q 
Q 
~ 
Q 
Q 
& 
Q 
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Your father had mde applieation to be identified as a Mississip- 
pi Choctaw, has he net A Yes, sir. 

You haven't the proef of the marriage ef yeur father ‘and mother 
with yeu, have you? A. Ne, sir. 


This proef will be filed im the application ef Oliver K. 
Posey, te be referred te in all cases gensolidated therewith. 





Has your father ever been rece, ed in any way or enrolled as 
a citi gen of. theCheotaw Nation by the Choctaw tribal au- 
thorities er the Mhited States autierities in Indian Terri- 
tory? Ax. Ne, sir, 

Are you marriea?4é, Yes, sir. 

Te your husband living? A. Yes, sir, 

Ie he a Chootaw Indi or a white mn?.A He isa white man. 

What is-his meme? A, John R. Cates, 

De you make @ pplication for your husband, too? A. No, sir. 

How many children have yeu? A. I have one. 

What is ites name? A, Mansel Cates. 

Bey er girl? A. It isa. boy. 

How old ia he? A, He is thrirtten months old. 

Is. Jehn R. Cates the father of this child? A, Yes, sir, 

Are you and your husband living together amd your son with you 
at home A Yes, sir. 

Q Have either of you been married before you married tee ach 
other? A. No, sir. 

Q Is: your mume on any tribal rells of the Chectaw yation in Indain 
Territory? A. Ne, sir. 

Q. Have yeu ever made application fer citizenship in the Cheotaw 
Nation to the Choctaw tribal autherities or the United States 
authorities in Indian Territory fer yourself and ehild? A, 
No pir. 

Have’ yeu ever made aplication for citizenship to the Dawes Com- 
mission fr y ourself andochild under apt ef Cengress ef. June 


19, 18967? A. Wo, sir. 4 
re Bas the first application for citisenship for yeurself and 
ld. that: you have ever made either to the Chectaw tribal 
authorities or the United States authorities in Indian Ter- 
ritory? As Yes, sir. 

Neither you nor your child have eyer been admitted to citizen- 
ship in the Chectaw Nation by the Cemmission to the Five Civil- 
ised Tribes or by the United States court in Indian Territory? 
A, No, wir. 

Q. De yeu wantt © be identified new by the Commission as a Nissim p- 
pi Choctaw and te identifiy your childas a Missisdppi Chectam, 
A, Yes, sir. , 

@. see claim under article 14 ef the treaty of 18307 A Yes, 
sir. 

Q. De yeu understand that article ef that treaty? A. I dent 
tinderstand it very well. 

Q- Would you like te have it explained? A. Y s, sir. 


The treaty ef 1850 was made at a place in Missisa ppl 
ealled naricing ,abbit Creek, between the United States and the 
Chectaw Tribe ef Indians, om the 27th day of September, 1630. 
Chectaw Indians frem the old Choctaw Natieneast of the Miseiséppi 
River te the Cheotaw wation in Indian Territery, Befere the treaty 


was signed it became known that a good many Indians would net from 
the old Choctaw Wation te Indian vores tery ant in erder te pre- 


teet the interests of these who stayed back in Mississippi article 
feurteen was drawn up and put inte the treaty ef Dancing pabbvit 
Creek, The treatywas then signed, and em the 24th day eof Febru- 
ary/ 1831, it was ratified, 


Article feurteen readsas follews: 





Each Chectaw head ef af being desirous t¢.remin 
and become a citizen of the States shall be permitted te de se by 
signifying his intention to the Agent within six months frem the 
‘‘Yatification of this treaty, and he ‘er she shall thereupon be en- 
titled te a reservation of one section of ‘six hundred and ferty 
acres of land to be bewided by sectional lines ef survey; in like 
manner, Shall be entitled te oné half that quantity foreach unmar-~ 
ried ‘child which is living with him ovet ten years of age and A 
quarter section to such child as my be under ten years ef age, te 
adjoin the lecation of the parents, “If they reside upen said ands 
intending to beceme citizens of the States fer five years ter 
the ratification of this treaty, im that ease a crant in dee simple 
eimll iasue. Said reservatien shall include the present eve- 
ment of the head of the. family or a portion of it, Persons whe 
@laim under thisarticle shall not lose the privilege of a Choctaw 
eitisen but if they ever remeveare not t@ be entitled to any 
pertien of the Chectaw annuity," 


Q. Do yeu know whether any ef yeur Choctaw ancestors complied or 
attempted te o omply with any of the provid ons ef tha® arti- 
cle of that treaty? A. I don't know, 

Wat is the name of your ancestor through whom you claim the 
right te be identifieda s a Miasisal ppi Choctaw? A. Oliver 
K, Posey. ; 

Go backas far as yeu oan and give the name of an older ances- 
tor? A. Jinnide Ann Byde. 

What relationwas sh e to you? A, My er eat-great-zrandmother. 

How much Chectaw blood did she@have? A. I don:t know. 

. Do you know whether it was thrve-four tha or how Much? A. I 
_don't knows 

Ad your great-grandmether live in Mississippi in 1830? A, I 
don't know. 

Was she the head ef a family there at that time? A, I don't 

, knew. 
ew sente® Byde her maiden name or married name? A, I don,t 
WT. 

Do you knew the. name ef her husband? A, No, sir. 

De yeu elaim threugh your father? A, Yes, wir. 

Is he livitg new?\A. Yes, sir. MS 

What is his name?’ A, Oliver K, Posey, =.’ iia 

Waen did he make application to be identified’ « a Missisa ppi 
Chootaw? .. A, % don’ t.remember just snes fae it was, 

Do you rémenber whether it was the 17th ‘of last April? A. 
I dont remember, r i ' 

Can you givé me the name of any Cheataw ancestor ef yours whe 
lived in Mississippi in 1650 wa we the head of a family 
there? A. We, sir. 

Did any ef your Chectaw anoestors own amy lands or claim any 
7 








treaty of 1807 A, I don't know, 

QA Did any of your Choctaw ancestors om any improvements on lands 
in Missisa ppi or Alabama in the old Chootaw nation in 18307 
A. I don,t ow. 

Q. Did any ef your Chectaw ancestors within six months after the 
treaty of 1830 was ratified ge to Col. William Ward, the 
Umited States Indian Agent in Missisa ppi, and tel him they 
wanted to stay, take lands atid become citisens of tha Staten? 
A. I donrt know. 


* 
A 





Q. Did any of your Choctaw ancestors go from that old Choctaw 
Nation east of the Missisdppi River to the Choctaw nation 
in Indian Territery with the other Indians between 18653 and 
1838 and 18407 A, I don,t know whether they did or not, 


The Cheotaw Indians who remained in Missisd ppi after 
the treaty of 1830 was ratified were required, if they desired to 
take advantage of the provisions of article 14 of the treaty of 
1830 , to go within six months after the treaty was ratified to 
the United States Indian Agent, and signify their intention to 
remain, take lands and become citizens of the States. A great many 
Choctaw Indians did this who se ames Col, Ward, the Government 
agent, failed to put pon his list, know as "Ward's Register.” 
Hie neglect to do this caused a great many Choctaw Indians in 
Mississi ppi to lose hoth their lands and improvements for both 
were taken from them by the Government and sold at its public land 
sales. This causeda great many complaints to be made so that in 
1837, by an act of congress of March 3 of that year, congress ap- 
pointed a commission which went to Missiselppi and beard claimants 
underarticle 14 of the treaty of 1830, Im 1842 another commission 
was appointed by an act of congress of August 23 of that year, for 
the same purpose; and this commission also went to Mississippi and 
heard claiamants under articlo fourteen of the treaty of 1830. 
Both commisal ons made lists of such as came hefore them. 


Q. Do you know whether any of your Choctaw ancestors went before 
either of those commissios andclaimed benefits under article 
14 of the treaty of 1830 as Choctaw Indians? Wo, sir. 

Q. Didany of your Choctaw ancestors receive any scrip from the 
Government which entitled them te select lanis eitlr in 
Mississippi, Alabama, Louisiana or Arkansas, to take the 
plave_of lands which Imad been talfen from them and sold? A, 

I don,t know. 


This serip was issued under authority of the act of congress 
of August 23, 1842, and entitled the helder to select lands 
from the vacant government lands in the place ef those which 
iad been taken from them and sold. ; 


wave you some relatives who have been before the Commission te 
be identifiedas Missisdph Chectaws, claiming from the same 
common ancestor as yourself? A. My father, Oliver K, Posey, 
has bea before the Commission, 

Would yeu like your case and his and all ethers who claim from 
the same common ancestor consolidated andc onsidered together 
by the Commission? A. 

A. Yes, sir. 





The case of Oliver K. Posey, No. 5271, is here referred to 
fort he purpose of c ensolidation. 





fee De. you — or eer stadt stag Chetan langue? Ai Ney wir. 
Ye ‘Have yeu any. ‘ihag seyadeng you wat ® jintreduoe in suppert of 
“a, a: ths , 4 


sit iy pie - 
aL. Py loss, attorney: tat applicant, ask léave te 


file: Heemvevtduace. in ee iad thie a pplication within the 
next *t narty 


Yotion granted by’ ‘the Cormission . 


This.a spiisant hae the appéarance nat Bhysieat css oe as 
istics of being descended. from white parents; hag bive.eyes, b 
brow hair, and. fair. complexion; she des 4 He soaer eben the 
pao ates language and hap te knowledge of any complianes' on the 
art of herjanosstors with any of the provisions of article four- 
een of the treaty of 1830 J 


8. A, Apple,. being duly sworn, states that as stenogra- 
pher to the Commission to the Five Cividiaed Tribes he reported 
the foregoing preceedings om way 19, 1902; and that the foregoing 
is @ true andcorrect transcript of "his stenographio notes in 
mame, to the best of His knowledge and ability, 


tbat CM Gi ple 


Suber tbe a ard avorn te before me this 27th day of May, 1902, 


Chemel, Ab y. ae 
ip Netary nad: ae 


4. 
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Muskogee, Indian Territory, April 15, 1903, 


Mattie L. Cates, 

Maud, Oklahoma Territory, 
Dear Madam; 

You are hereby advised that on the 18th day of April, 
1805, the Commirsion to the Pive Civilized Tribes rendered a de~ 
cision in the consolidated case of Henry MN, Posey, et al, embrac 
ing the following applications for identification as Mississippi 
Choctaws; 


Henry N,. Posey M t, 5618 
Sarah Mathis, et al, 5276 
pizzie Horger, et ai, kK, 6659 
Warner W, Mathis 5637 
Andrew Mathis : 5648 
Sallie Nichols, et al. 5640 
Oliver K, Posey, et aly 5271 
Sarah Etta Moores, et al, 5602 
Magy Ve Dear, etal, ‘ } 5601 
Susan Ettle Mokiniey, et al, BOS 
William 6, Posey i 5604 
Mattie L. Cates, et al, ( 5569 
Penola V¥. gates “S600 
Mary NoDotigal, et al. f 4969 
Maggie Kuykendol, et al, 5020 
Alva McDougal eRe: 5OBL 
Homey’ H. MoDougal, et al. 508R 
Stephen N, Adcock, et al, 4870 
Clementine Fish, et al, 5016 
Maggie Johnston, et al, 5017 
Stephen A. Pish 5018 
Hau Marz ] 5019 
Elijah A, Posey, et al, © 5613 
Yancey A, Posey 5617 
Nancy I, Null } 5805 
Rosezetie Cherry, et al, ; 606 
Lula Reardon, et al. 3» BESO 








Mattie Ly Cates, —2 


These apnlioations were made under the provision of the 
act of Congress of June 28, 1898 (30 Stats., 495), which is as 
follows: 


*"Sald Commission shall have nuthority to determine the 
identity of Chootow Indiane Oieiming rights in the choctar 
lands under article fourtesn of the treaty betreen the United 
Staten and the choctaw Nation, concluded September twenty 
seventh, elehteen huniered and thirty, and to that end nay 
adminieter oaths, examine witnesrer and perform all other 
nets necesrary thereto, and make ranort to the Secratary of 
the Interior, * 


Said decision concludes Aas follows: 


"It ins therefore the opinion of this Comminsion that 

the evidence herein is inmufficient to determine the identity or 
Henry ",. Posey, Sarah Mathia, Walter Glenn Mathis, Ligcte Harger, 
Lawrenoe Hargar, cinrence Karger, Darven Harger, Warner WwW, Mathias, 
Andrew Mathis, Sallie Nichole, Lorena Nichola, Oliver Ke Possy, 
Oliver K, Posey, J2e, Isaiah 7%, Poney, kuleh F, Posey, Gracey H, 
Posey, Dovey M, Posey, Henry H. Porey, Clarence Poseyy Glaudie 
Posey, Sarah Ftta Moore, Laura V, Moore, Ollie Franklin Moore, 
Elvin ¥inslow Moore, Mary V, Near, Minnke Lenora Der, William 
Leonard Dear, Zulanh Year, Andrew Vesley Dear, Josie Dear, Sugan 
Ettie MeKinley, Homer H, MoKinley, Yilldam ¢, Posey, Mattie L, 
Cates, Mansel Cates, Penela Ve Cates, Marv McDougal, Frank ¥, 
UcDougal, Magnus MoDougal, Magezie Kuykendol, Tyre Kuykendol, 
Wilile May Kuykendol, Jessie Kuykendol, Alva HoDougal, Homer H, 
“NeDougal, Yanoy Ellen McDougal, ‘Stenhen N, Adcooky John Pinkney 
Adoook, Clementine Fish, Villie Fish,. crover Cleveland Fish, 
Mamie Myrtle Fish, Mageie Johnston, Namie Johnston, Pearl Johnston, 
Wilite Johneton, Stephen A, Piesh, Maud Hull, Elijah a, Poney s 
Elbert Ge Posey, Sepurn The Posey, Mary As Posey, Saran Ve Porsy, 
Thomas A, Poney, Marton fF, Posey, Valter Le Possy, Charles ¥, 
Poney, Josey ©, Poney, Leroy MOQ Pos@ys, Yancy A, Posey, Nanoy I, 
Null, Rornegetie cherry, Arthtw Lae cherry, Roy cnerry, Maxgie 
Isabelle Cherry, Kinnie Frances Cherry, Lula Reardon, Janes 
Reardon and Charles Reardon as Choctaw fr GHV4+i64 +o -richtr 

Ah -the—_tho ; nas under the provisions of caid article fourteen 


7 


5 f 00 
of the treaty of eighteen hundred and thirty, and that the avpli-~ 
cations for their identification as such should be refused, and il 
ig Bo ordered," 





Mattic Ly Sates, —-s5 


You are further advised that you will be allowed fifteen 
days from the date hereof within which to file argunents in this 
offices, and that at the expiration 68 said time the pevere in ane 
"Gass, tesétiar with euch arcumentsa will te forwardé tO" phen 
tary of the Interior throush the Commissioner of Indian Affaira, 

Respectfully, 


=O) 


Tams Bixby. 


SGhelrman, 


Registered, 








COM MISSRONERS: 
Tams Bixpy, 
THOMAS B. Nexpuzs, DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 


CR, BRECKINRIDOE, COMMISSION TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBEs. | M.O.R. 5899. g 
a 


W, &. STANLEY. 


REFER IN REPLY TO THE canes 


ALLIGON L. AYLESWORTH, 
SECRETARY 


. DRES NLY THE 
COMMISSION TO Th FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, December 11, 1903, 


Mattie L. dates, 
Maud, Oklahoma. 
Dear Madam: 

You are hereby notified that on the s0th day of Novem- 
ber, 1905, the Secretary of the Interior affirmed the decision 
of this Commission refusing the applications for identification 
&s Mississippi Choctaws of the several persons included in the 
consolidated case of Henry ¥, Posey, et al., of which decision 
you were advised by registered mail on the 15th day of April, 
1903, . 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 


COMMISSION TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES. 


NOTICE! © 


The Land Offices of the Commission at 


ATOKA 


in the Choctaw Nation, and 


TISHOMINGO 


in the Chickasaw Nation, 














uit 
2 


Will not receive applications for allotment from ~ © 


THURSDAY, DECEMBER 24, 1903, to SATUR- 
DAY, JANUARY 2, 1904, inclusive. 
The reception of applications for allotment will 


be resumed on Monday, January 4, 1904, at nine 3s 


o’clock A. M. 


— The Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes, . « 


TAMS BIXBY, Chairman. 





Muskogee, Indian Territory, 
December 1, 1903. 
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Department of the saterter. 
Commission te the Five Civdilised riven. 
Muskogée, I, T., May 19, 1902. 


secon ae leo<e-nm 


In the matter ef the: ig sees tem ef Penéla V. Cates for 
identification as a Mississippi Choctaw. 


Ll. P. Hudsen appsarédas Atterhey fer Applicant. 


Penola V. Cates, after being duly Sworn, testified as 
follews: 


Examination by the Cemmissien. 


Q. What ie your mame? A, Penbla Vv. dates, 

Q. How oldare yeu? ‘A, I am fifteen years eld, 

Q Mhat is your pést-office adress? A, Ook, Okiahoma. 

@ Hew long have you lived there? A, Binoe last December. 

Qe How long have.you lived in Okiahema? A, About seven years, - 

Q. Where did pe ive. before you went % 6 oklahoma? A. Inthe. Chick- 
asaw yation, e , by ® 

Q. How leng did you live in the Cirickasaw lation? A. About four 
years, 


Whefe did yeu live before you went te Chi¢kasaw o&tion? -Ay tn A Se 
Texas. , ; & 
Were you born in Texas? A, Yes, sir. 
(8 your fat r ifving? A, Yes, sir, 
Is yor mother Javirg? A, Yes, sit, 
8 


» What your father's name? S yk o Pesey. 
Q, What ig .your mether's name? « Bar aaey. 
+ You claim threugh whieh parent? A, My father. 
How mheh Choctaw bleedde you elaim? A, One-sixteenth, 
Has your father ever beenrecegnined in any way 88 a Chedtaw 
Indian either by the tribal: aithoriti es e r the United States 
authorities in Indian Territery? AI den't knew, 


Miseiseippi Choctaw, has he not?, A, Yes, sir, 

Have yeu the preef ef the marriage ef yeur father and mother 
with you? A. No, sir. 

That weeet has been filed im hin @pplieatien, has it net? A. 
Yea, sir, e 

Are you married? A, yew, wir, 

is your husband living? A, You; air. 





Te he a white man? A, Yes, #ir. 

What is hié name?. A, William D. Cates. 

: You make ne claim for him, A, Wo, sir. 

Have you any childfen? A. No, sir, . 

You make claim for yourself along? A, Yes, sir. 

Ie your name on any of the tribal rolls of the Choctaw nation 
in Indian verritery? A, No, sir; i don, t know. 

You have never heard that it have you’ A. No, sir. 

Have yeu ever made application to become a citizen of the Choe- 
taw Nation; either to the Choctaw tribal anthorities or te 
thé United States authorities in Indian Territery? A. No, sir. 

Have you ever madea pplication te the Commission to the Five 
Civi lized Tribes for citizenship in the Chectaw yation under 
the act of Congress of June 10, 1896? A, Nom sir. 

Is this the frst application yop ever made for citizenship in 
the Choctaw wation either to the Choetaw tribal authorities 
or the United States a utherities: in Indian Territory? A. Yes, 
sir, 

You have never been admitted to oaitigemship in the Choctaw wa- 
tien by the Choctaw tribal authorities, the Cermissien to the 
Five Civilised Tribes, or the United States court in Indian 
Territery, have your A. No, sir, 

Do you now come before the Commission to identify yourself as 
& Missiedppi Choctaw, claiming under artiole 14 of the 
treaty of 18307? A, Yes, sir, 

Do y ou understand that article of that treaty? A No, sir. 


The treaty ef 1830 was made between the United States 
government and the Choctaw Tribe of Indians ata place in Missiasip- 
pi ealled Dancing Rabbit Creek, on the 27th day of September, 1830, 
and was ratified on the 24th day of February, 1631. The objeot 
of the treaty was to remove as far as possibie all the Choctaw 
Indians from the old Choctaw Nation in Missiasippi and Alabama te 
the Choctaw Wationin Indian Territery. Before the treaty was signed 
it became known that a great many Chodtaw Indians weuld not’ go frem 
the gld Choctaw ation to Indian rerritory, and it was forthe pur- 
pose of protecting ther ights of those whe remained tack that 
article fourteen was frawn up and put into the treaty ef. 1830, 


That article reads as follows: 


beome acitizen of the States shall be permitted to do so by 

gnifying his intention to the Agent within six months frem the 
ratification of this treaty, and he or she shall thereupon be en- 

titled to a reservation of one section of six hundred and forty 
acres of land to be bounded by sectjonal lines of survey; in like 
manner shall be entitled to one hal@tlmt quantity for each unmar- 


"Ra ch Choctaw head ofa family being desirous to remin 
af 


quarter section to such childas may be under ten years ef age, te 
adjoin the location of the parent. If tha reside upon said lands 
intending te become citizens of the States for five yoars after 
the ratification of this treaty, in that case a grant in fee simple 
Bhall issue, Said reservation shall include the present improve- 
ment of the head of the family or a portion of it, Persons who o 
under this article shall net lose the privilege ef a Choctaw citi~ 
wen, but if they eer remove are not to be entitled to any portion 
ef the Choctaw anntity." 





De you know whether any of your Choctaw anes re complied er 
attempted to comply withmy of the: provisi of article 14 
of the treaty ef 18307 A. I dontt know, 

What is the nama of yeur ancestor through whem you claim the 
right to be identifiedas a Mississippi Chectaw? A I don®t 
remember the name very well, Jinnie Byde “(pronouneed Ginnie 
Biddie), 

Q. What relation was sheto you? A. Vy great-grandmother, 

Q. What relation are you to yattie L. Cates? A. I am a sister of 
herg, 

Q. She said that Jinnie Ann Biddie was her great-great-crandmother, 
A. I guess she is my great-great-vrandmother. 

Q. Jinnie Ann Byde (or Biddie) is the same relation to you. that 
sheis to your sister? A. Yes, sir. a 

Q. Did she. live in Mississippi in the old Choctaw ation in 1830? 
A. T don't know. ‘ 

Q. Do :ov know vhether she ever had any land or cluimed any lam 
in the old Choctaw ywation east of Mississippi River, and was 
the head of a family there in 18307 A, I don,t kmow. 

Can you giwe the name of any of your ancestors who lived in the 
old Choctaw Nation in ssis@ ppi in 1830 and had a family 
there? <A. No, sir. 

Did you and your sister marry brothers? A. Yes, sir. 

. I see both have the name of cates. A? Yes, sir. 

You married William DD. Cates and your sister married John F. 
Cates? A. Yes, sir. 

Did any of your Choctaw ancestors own any imprevements on lands 
in Miss‘ssippid or Alabama in 18307 A. I don't know, 

Did any of your Choctaw ancestors within six months from the 
ratification of the treaty of 183 goto the United States 
Indian agent, Col. William Ward, within that t ime, and tell 
him they desired to remain in Mississippi, take lands there 
and te come citizens of the States? A I donit know. 

Q. DPidany of your Choctaw ancestors go from that old Choctaw Na- 
tioneast of the Missisdppi River to the Choctaw ,ation in 
Indian rerritery with the other Indians whew ent between 1835 

and 1838 and 16407 A, I on,t know. 


In 1837 by an act of Congress appreved warch 3.of that 
year, and again in 1842, by an act of Congress approved August 23 
of that year, commissions were appoined ands ent te Missisdppi te 
hear claimants under articlé 14 of the treaty ef 1850. A great 
many Indians whe went before the United States Indian Agent, Col. 
Ward, and signified their intention te stay, take lands and become 
citizens of the States according to the requirements of article ]4 
of the treaty of 1830, had been refused by Col. Ward, and their 
mames did not appaar upon the list made by him, know as "Ward's 
Register." His neplect to so place their nemes upen his list 
caused a great many Choctaw Indians in Missisal ppi to lose beth t 
their landand improvements, for both were taken frem them by the 
Gov ernment and sold at its public land salea. “This caused so 


« ae OF] 4- 


eprived of their land and improve- 


hear those who had thus been 4 
ments. 


Q. Do you know whether any of your ancesters went before elitr 
of those commissions and claimed benefits as Chectaw Indianz 
under article fourteen of the treaty of 1830? A. I do net. 

Q. Did any of your Choctaw ancesters receive any scrip frem the 
Government which entitled them te lands in Missisa ppi, 
Alabam, Louiszina er Arkansas te take the place ef t hose 
taken from them ands old? A. I don t mew. 





What relation is Oliver K, Posey. to yeu? A. My father, 

He has made application to be identifiedasa Missisad ppi 
“Choo taw, has he not? A, Yes, sir. 

When did he make application? A,’ Some t me ago; I don8t know 
‘the date. 

Do‘ you want te have his case and-ali:the rest of the cases whe 
v frem the same common ancestor eombinedwith yours ‘and 
al} Gensidered togetier by the Commppien? A, Yes, sir, °°» 


The case of oliver K, Posoy, No. S271, ia here referred 
foe ths purpese of consolidation, : ; 


Do. you speak or understand: the Cho ct aw language? A, Neo, sir. 


Have you any other evidence you want, to intoduge in support of 
“your application? A. No, sir. 


Here 1, PP, Hudson, attorney for applicant, asks leare 
to file written evidence in support of this a pplication in the 
next thirty days. 


Motion allowed by the Cowmissien. 


This applicant has the a pyearanceand physigal charac- 
teristics of being descended from white parents; she has a dark 
complexion, mixed brownand gr ay eyes, and wary dark hair . She 
does not umerstand or speak ihe Choctaw language, and has no 
knowledge of any compliance on the part of her ancestors with any 
of the provie ons of article fourteen of the Sreaty of 1830. 


S, A. Apple, being duly sworn, states that as stenogra- 
pher to the Commission to the Five Civiiised Tribes he reported 
the foregoing preeeedings on May 19, 1902; and that ghe foregoing 
ie a true and correct transéript of his stenographic notes in same, 


tethe best of his knowledge and belief. SF) * 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 27th day of May, 1902. 





Notary Public. 





MeOeR, 5600 
COPY. 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, April 5, 1903, 


Penola V, Cates, 

Gook, Oklahoma Territory, 
Dear Madam; 

You are hereby advised that on the 15th day of April, 
1903, the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes rendered a Ae 


cision in the consolidated oase of Henry F. Posey, et al,» ombrao- 
ing the following applications for identification as Mississippi 


Choctawst 


Henry Ny, Posey MyGeR, 5618 
Sarah Mathie, et al, MeCoRy 5276 
Liszle Harger, et al, MeGsRy 5639 
Werner W, Mathis M,GgRy BEST 
Andrew Mathis MsGeRy 5688 
Sallie Nichols, et al, Ne GeRe 
Oliver Ky Posey, et al, MeOgRy 
Sarah Etta Moore, et al, MyO6agRy 
Mary Ve Dear, et al, MsCaRe 
Susan Bttie MoKinley, et Al, MeOeRs 
William 6, Poesy MeGeRs 
Mattie ls Cates, et al, MyGeR, 
Penola V, Cates Me OoRy 
Mary MoDougal, st aly. MeCaRe 
Mageie Kuyke lol, ot al, MeOeRe 
Alva MeDougel MeOeRe 
Homer H, MoDougal, et al, MeGeRs 
Stephen Hy, Adcock, et al, MeCyR, 
Clementine Pish, at Bl, 4.6,R,. 








¢ St al, HeCeRe 
Stephen A, Fish My OR, 
Maud Hull MeGeRe 
Elijah As Posey, at al, NeSeRe 
Yanoy A, Posey MeO,R, 
Nancy I, Wull NeCyR, 
Rosesetie Cherry, ct al, Mat eRs 
Lula Reardon, et al, MeGeR, 





Penola V, Cates, —=32 


These applications were made under the provision of the 
act of Congress of June 28, 1898 (30 Stats,, 495), which is as 


follows: 


"Said Commission shall have authority to determine the 
identity of Choctaw Indians Claiming rights in the chootaw 
lands under article fourteen of the treaty between the United 
States and the Chootaw Nation, concluded September twenty=— 
seventh, eighteen hundred and thirty, and to that end may 
administer oaths, examine witnesses and perform all other 
aots necessary thereto, and make report to the Secretary of 
the Interior,* 


Said decision concludes as follows: 


"It is therefore the opinion of this Cormission that 
the evidence herein igs insufficient to determine the identity of 
Kenry N. Posey, sfrah Mathia, Walter Glenn Mathis, Lizzie Harger, 
Lawrence Harger, Clarence Harger, Darven Harger, Warner W, Mathis 
Andrew Mathis, Sallie Nichols, Lorena Nichols, Oliver K, Posey, 
Oliver K. Posey, Jr., Isaiah Tt. Posey, Bulah E, Posey, Gracey kk, 
Posey, Dovey i, Posey, Henry H, Posey, Clarence Posey, Claudie 
Posey, Sarah Ettn Moore, Laura V. Moore, Ollie Ffranklin Moore, 
Elvin Winslow Moore, Mary VY, Dear, Minnie Lenora Dear, William 
Leonard Dear, Zulah Dear, Andrew Wesley Dear, Josie Dear, Susan 
Ettie MeKinley, Homer H, McKinley , william c, Posey, Mattie 1, 
Cates, Mansel Cates, Penola V, Cates, Mary NoDougal, Frank P, 
McDougal, Magnus McDougal, Maggie Kuykendol, Tyre Kuykendol, 
Filile May Kuykendol, Jessie Kuykendol, Alva McDougal, Homer H, 
MoDougal, Nanoy Fllen McDougal, Stephen Nn, Adcock, John Pinkney 
Adcook, Clementine Fish, Willie Fish, Grover cleveland Fish, 
iamle Myrtle Fish, Maggie Johnston, Mamie Johnston, Pearl Johnston, 
Willie Johnston, Stephen A, Fish, Maud Hull, Elijah A, Posey, 
Filbert G,. Posey, Seburn L. Posey, Mary A, Posey, Sarah V, Posey, 
Thomas A, Posey, Marion F. Posey, Walter L, Posey, Charles Ww, 
Posey, Josey FE, Posey, Leroy McQ Posey, Yanoy A, Posey, Nancy I, 
Null, Rosezetie Cherry, Arthur Lee cherry, Roy Cherry, Maggie 
Isabelle Cherry, Minnie Frances Cherry, Lula Reardon, James Reardon 
and Charles Feardon as Choctaw Indians entitled to richta in 
Chocta Hite itis : fe) F article fourteen of the 





treaty of eighteen hundred and thirty, and that the applications 
for their identification as such should be refused, and it is so 
ordered, * 





Penola Vs Cates, wm Bs 


You are further advised that You will be allowed fifteen 
days from the date heroor within which to | 
oftLoe, snd that at the expiration of anid time the papers in tne 
Cheha hobubhaw: with: isa. angunente.Wi2s. ve. témenaes to the seare= 
tery of the Interior through the Commissioner of Indian affairs, 

Respectfully, 
(SIGNED) 
Lams Bixby, 
chairman, 








M.6.R, 5600, 


COPY. 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, December 11, 1903. 


Penola Ve Pater, 500) 
Cook, Oklahoma. 
Dear Madam: 
You are hereby notified that on the s0th day of Novem 
ber, 1903, the Seoretary of the Interior affirmed the decision 
of this Commission refusing the applications for identification 


® Mississippi Chodtaws of the several persons ineluded in the 
consolidated case of Henry ¥, Posey et al., of which desision 
you were atised by registered mail on the 15th day of April, 
1903, 


Respeotfully, 


(Pf nnd 4 


Lats whe bite be’ be 


Chairman, 7 








For Identification as a Mississippi Choctaw. 


Dat MAY 19 1902 
Wma lonj! Ba: UV ade, ' 
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Choctaw M@R S5é0! 
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See MEK 518 











Department of the Interior. 
Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes. 
Muskogee, I. T,, May 19,1902. 


EC - 6601 - 


In the matter Uf. the applicatien ef Mary’V. Dear for 
identification ef herself and her five miner ehildren, Minnie Le- 
nora Dear, Wiiliam Leonard pear, Zulah Dear, Andrew Weasley Dear, 
and Josie Dear, as Mississippi Chectawsa. 


L, P, Hudsen appeared as Atterney ter Appifeants, 


Mary V. Dear, after ming first duly swern, ted@bified 
follows: r. 


iixamination by the Cemmigsa en, 


What is dour mame A, Mary V. Dear. 

Are you married? A, Yes, gir. 

How many chil@ren have yeu te make appligation fer. Five. 
What is your post-office address? A, Hegad; Ind, Ter, 

How long have you lived there? 4 About three months. 

Where did you live before tha€? A. Iw the Chicle saw Nation. 
- How long didy ou live there? A, Seven years. 

Did yeu come from Texas the re? A. Yes, @ir. 

Were you born in Texas’ A, TI don,t know where I was born. 
You lived» were in Texas? A, In Collins and Bell counties. 
Is your father living ? A.Yes, sir. 

is your mother living? A. Yes, sir. 

Through which parent do you olaim Chectaw blood? A. My father. 
Wheat is your father's name? A, Gliver K. Pegey. 

Q. What is your mother's name? <A, Sarah Pesey. 


e-. ee es 6+ @ @& @ «@ 


BHO DOLLA OOH LLO 





Q » How'much Choctaw blood de yeu claim? A. One-sixteenth. 





Q. Has your father over beén recognised in any Way er enrolled as 
& Choctaw Indian in Indian Territery? A, I daon:t, knew. 

Q. Has the proof of the marriage of your father am mother been 
filed in his appligation? A, I’ den:t kmow. 

Q. De you knew whan and where your father and mother were married? 
Qs. Noy gir, ny taliee 5; 

Q. Are you .atle te introduce the piper of. the marriagé’ ef your 
father and mother? A, No, sir. ee 


‘ 





Attorney ¥., P. Hudson states that this proof has beenfiled 
the case of Oliver x, Posey, Wo. $271, 


- 
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Is your husband living? A. Yes, sir. 

Wat is his name? A. Robert S. Dear, 

Is hea white man or an Indim? A. Ne is a white man. 

You don't make any claim for him? A. No » sir, 

Give me the name of y our oldest. chilé?A.. Minnie Lenora Dear, 

How 014? A. She is seven years old. 

Give the name of the next? A. William leonard near. 

How old is he? A, Five years old, 

The next one? A. Zulah Dear. 

How old is she? A, Three years: cold. 

‘The next? A, Andrew Wesley Rear. 

Fow old is he? A. One year old. 

Next one” A Josie Dear. 

Fow old 18 she? A, Three months old. 

Is Robert S. Dear the father of these children? A, Yes, sir. 

You and your husband living tog@ther ant theese children with 
youat your home? A, Yes, sir. 

Were either of you married before you married to each other? 

A. No, sir. 

Is your name or the names of any of your children on any of the 
tribal rolls of the Choet aw wation in Indian Territory? 

A. I don't reckon mine is; I knew the names of tlhe chile 
dren are not, 

. Have you ever. made & pplication for yourself? andc hildren for 
citizenship in the Choctaw yation to the Choctaw tribal au- 
thorities? A. No, sir. 

Fave you ever made application fer the enrollment of y ourself 
and childrenas citizens of the Choctaw Nation to the pawes 
Commission under the act of Congress of. June 10, 1896? A, No, 
sir. ; 

Is this the first @pplication you haveever made to any author- 
ity whatever for citizenship for yourself and children in 
the Choctaw Nation? A, Yeg @ir. 

You nor your children haveever been admitted to citizenship -in 
the Choctaw wation either by the Choctaw tribal authorities er 
by the United States authorities or the United States court 
in Indian Territory, have you? A, No, sir, 


Do you now come before the Cemnission te identify ¥8urme1r and 


children as Mississi ppi Choctaws Claiming under article four- 
teen of t he treaty of 1830 A, Yes, s ir. 

Do you understand that article of that treaty? A, Yes, 

Would you like to have it explained further? A, I would 
have it explained a little, 


POHL OLLO 
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The treaty of 1830 was maé& between the United States 
Gevernment and the Chocta at : nise 





a Pans oa : a= f STE B oe 
called Dancing Rabbit Creek, of the 27th day of September, 1830; 
and. was wade for t he purpose of removing the Chectaw Indians from 
that.old Choctaw wation east of the Mississippi Riverto the’ Choctaw 
Nation in Indian Territory; but before the treaty was signed it 
became known that a great many Choctaw Indiang weuld refuse t 6 go 
ffem that old Choctaw Nation, and in order te preteet the interests 
ef those who remained article feurteen of the treaty was then drawn 
up am put inte it. 





= 


Article feurteen reads as fel lews: 


"Hach Chectaw head of a family being desirous remain 
and become a citizen ef the Stites shall be permitted to do so by 
signifying his intentiom to the Agent within six months’ fran the 
ratification of this treaty, and heor she shall thereupon be en- 
titisd toa reservation of ones cotion of #4x Hundred and fort 
aeren of land to be baunded by sectional lime of survey; in 1 
manner shall be entitled te one half that quantity for each - 
ried child which iw living with him over ten yearag of age anda 
quarter section to such childas may be umier ten years efage, te 
adjoin the location of the parent. If they reside &pen maid lanis 
intending to become citizens of the States for five years after 
the ratification of this treaty, in that case a grant in fee simple 
shall issue: Said reservation shall dnolude the present improve- 
ment of the head of the family or a portien ef it. Persons whe 
claim under thisarticle shall not Lome: the privileg ofa Choctaw 
citizen but if they ever remove are not to beentitled. to any 
portion of the Choctaw amvuity." 


Q. Do you knew what that treaty means, or do you think ‘you under- 
stand article fourteen well enough to claim under it? A. Yes, 
Sir. I. think so. Sy 
Q. Did any of your Choctaw ancestors oper ty or attempt to comply 
withany of the provisions of article fourtem of the treaty 
ef 1830? A, T don't know. 
What ie the name of your ancestor you are claiming through now? 
« My grandmother's name was Posey, 
Go further batk? A. I can't go any further back than my grand- 
father Warren Posey. 
Did you ever hear of. Jinnie Byde? & . If so ITdon,t remember 
her, 
What was your crandmother's- name? A. Sarah Posey. 
How much. Choctaw blood did- she have? A.T don.t know. 
- Dié she live in the old Choctaw nation in 1830 A, I don,t 
know. . 
Can you give me the names of any of y our Choctaw ancestors who 
did live there in 1830 and was the heads of families there? 
A. Na, sir. 
Q . You claim through your father, Oliver K, Pespey, do you. A, 
Yes, sir. 
Has he madeapplication to be identifiedaga Missi sdpi Choct aw? 
A.. Yes, sir. 

» You don+t know anything and cannot tell anything about your 
ancestors any further back than your father and mother, can 
you? A. Mo, sir. No further than my grandfather and frandmoth- 
er. 

Q. Which had Choctaw blood, your erandfather or grandmother, 
R. I think it was my grandfather. 
Q. His name warren Posey? A, Yes, sir. 





Q. How much Choetaw blood did he have? A. One-quarter, I think. 
«Wheat -was caran Possy's maiden name, do you remember’ A I donit 
remeber for certain. I think it was Rainwater. 

©. Do you know whether they lived in Mississippi? A, They used to. 
Q. Yo vou know whether they lived thzre in 1830? A I don't know. 
Q- Do you knew of any of your ancestors who did live in Missisappi 
Q. 


in 1850 and have families th re? A,No, si, 
Didany of your Choctaw ancestors own or claim any land#@ in the 
old Cheotaw Nation in 1830? A. I don't know, 





Q. Did any of your Choctaw ancestors within six months after the 
ratitication of the treaty of 1850 ge te the United States 
Indian Agent, Col, William Ward in Mississippi; and tell] him 
that they wanted to stay, take lands and Ww come citizens of 
the States? A. I don't know, 

Q,. Did any of your Choctaw ance stors own ar claim any’ lands or 
improvements on lands in Mississippi or Alabama un der aerti- 
cle 14 of the treaty of 1850 A. I don't know, 

Q. Did any ofyour Choctaw ancestors go with the other Indians 
whowent from:the old Choctaw Nation east of the VMissisdppi 
River to the Choctaw Nation, Indian Territory, between 1833 
and 1838 and 1840? A, I don’t know. 


In 1837 aswellas in 1842 commissions were appointed 
by various acts ofcongress which went to Vississippi and heard 
claimants underarticle fourteen of the treaty of 1850. These com- 
missions were sent there to hear those claijamants who had been 
t fore Col. William Ward, the government agent, and wd a*tempted 
to comply with the provisions ef article fowteen of the treaty 
of Dancing Rabbit Creek, but whose names Col. Ward failedte put 
upen hig list, knownas "ward's Register", and because of this 
: failere tle government took and sold the improvements and lams of 
' WaMy of them, “his causeda.o many Complaints that these cormissiohs 
weres entt here to correct those lists. 


Q. Bo you know whether any of your ancestors went before either 
of + hose commissions andc laimed.any benefits under.article 
oz the treaty of 18350’ A.-No, sifs 

9. Po you want your case consolidated withall others who claim 
from the same comaon ancestor? A. Yes, sir, 


The case of Oliver F. Posey, No. 5271, i8 re preferred 
to for the purpose ofconsolidation. raises 


Q. Do sou speak or understand the Choctaw language? A. No, sir. 
Q. Have you any other ev‘ dence to offer? <A. No more now. 


Upon motion of T.. P. Hudgon, attorney lick kept eta thirty 
h 


daystime is allowed in which to file written evidence inthis case. 

This applicant has the appearance of being descended 
fromwhite jarents; she has blue eyes, brown hair, fair complexion. 
She des not understand the Choctx»w language and has no knowledge 
of any compliance on the part of her ancestors with any ¢ the pro- 
visions of article 14 of the treaty of 1830, 


8. A. Apple, being sworn, states that as stenographer 
to the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes he reported the 





foregoing proceedings on May 19, 1902; andt hat the foregoing is a 
true andcorrect transcript of his stenographie notes in same to 


the te st of his knowledseanda bility. Tey - ; 
Subscribed andsworn to before me this 27th day of May, 1902, 


Mh acta y Stem, 
Notary Public. 





Mary V. Dear, 


M.O.R, 5601 


Muskoges, Indian Territory, April 15, 1903, 


Hogan, Indian Territory. 


Dear Madam: 


You are hereby advised that gh the 16th day of April, 
1905, the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes rendered a de- 


cision in the consolidated case of Henry N. Posey, et al,, om 


braging the following applications for kdentifieation as Missia~ 


sippl Choctawsa: 


Henry N. Posey 

Sarah Mathias, et al, 
Lisgie Harger, et al, 
Warner ¥, Mathis 

Andrew Mathis 

Sallie Nichols, et al. 
Oliver KE Posey, et al, 
Sarah Etta Moore, et al, 
Mary V, Dear, et al, 
Susan Bttie MoKinley, et al, 
William ¢, Posey 

Mattie L. Cates, et al, 
Penola VY, Cates 

Mary MoDougal, et al, 
Maggie Kuykendol, et al, 
Slva MeDougal 

Homer H, MoDougal, et al, 
Stephen N, Adcock, ot al, 
Clementine Fish, et al, 


Maggie olinston, « A 





Stephen A, Fish 

Maud Hull 

Elijah A. Posey, est al. 
Yanoy A, Posey 

Nanoy [, Mull 

Rosesetie Cherry, et al, 
Lula Reardon, et al, 


es 
0 od oi oS 
*eeeev es 


SB ay 





Mary V, Dear, —3 


These applications were made under the provision of the 
act of Congress of June 28, 1898 (30 Stats,, 495), whioh is as 


follows: 


"Said Commission shall have authority to determine the 
identity of Chootaw Indians Claiming rights in the Chootaw 
lands under article fourteen of the treaty between the United 
States and the Choctaw Nation, concluded sentember twenty— 
seventh, eighteen hundred and thirty, and to that end may 
administer oaths, examine witnesses and perform all other 
acts necessary thereto, and make report to the Secretary of 
the Interior, *® 


Said decision concludes as follows: 


"It is therefore the opinion of this Commission that the 
evidence herein is insufficient to determine the identity of Henry 
N. Posey, Sarah Mathis, Walter Glenn Mathis, Lizzie Harger, Law 
rence Harger, Clarence Harger, Daryen Harger, Warner ¥, Mathis, 
Andrew Mathis, Sallie Nichols, Lorena Nichols, Oliver K, Posey, 
Oliver K, Posey, Jr., Isaiah T, Posey, Bulah E, Posey, Cracey M, 
Posey, Dovey M. Posey, Henry H, Posey, Clarence Posey, Claudie 
Posey, Sarah Etta Moore, Laura V, Moore, Ollie Franklin Moore, 
Elvin Winslow Moore, Mary V, Dear, Minnie Lenora Dear, William 
Leonard Dear, Zulah Dear, Andrew Wesley Dear, Josie Dear, Susan 
Ettie McKinley, Homer H, McKinley, William c, Posey, wattie 1, 
Cates, Mansel Cates, Penola Vv, Cates, Mary McDougal, Frank F, 
McDougal, Magnus NcDougal, Magzie Kuykendol, Tyre Kuykendol, 
Willie May Kuykendol, Jessie Kuykendol, Alva NoDougal, Homer Li, 
MeDougal, Nanoy Ellen McDougal, Stephen N, Adoook, John Pinkney 
Adcock, Clementine Fish, Willie Fishy Grover cleveland Fish, 

Mamie Myrtle Fish, Maggie Johnston, Mamie Johnston, Pearl 
Johnston, Willie Johnston, Stephen A, Pish, Maud Hull, Flijah 

A, Posey, Elbert G. Posey, Seburn L. Posey, Me A. Posey, Sarah 
V. Posey, Thomas A, Posey, Marion F. Pose y : Pertry 





alter t.Pe - 
Charles W. Posey, Josey EF, Posey, Leroy MoQ Posey, Yanoy A. Pogey, 
Nancy I, Null, Rosexetie Cherry, Arthur Lee cherry, Roy Sherry, 
Maggie Isabelle Cherry, Minnie Frances cherry, Lula Reardon, James 
Reardon and Charles Reardon as Chootaw Indians entitled to rights 
in the Choctaw lands under the provisions of said article fourteen 
of the treaty of eighteen hundred and thirty, and that the applica- 
tions for their identifioation as such should be refused, and it 
1s so ordered, *® 





. f ax" t 
Meet ve Porwarded We tre Seere- 
tary of the Interior \npseagn the Commissioner of Indian Affairr, 
Respectfully, 


(SIGNED) 


Lams Bixby: 


Chairman, 








COMMISSIONERS 
TAMS BIxBy, 
THOMAS B. NEEDLES 


C. BRECKINRIDGE COMMISSION TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES. 


W. E. STANLEY 


REFER IN REPLY TO THE FOLLOWING 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 


| 


ML0.R,8601. 


ALLIGON L. AYLESWORTH, 
SECRETARY 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, December 11, 1903. 


Mary V. Rear, 
Hogan, Indian Territory. 
Dear Madam: 

You are hereby notified that on the 30th day of Novem 
ber, 1903, the Secretary of the Interior affirmed the decision 
of this Commission refusing the applications for identification 
as Mississippi Choctaws of the several persons included_in the 
consolidated case of Henry N. Posey et al., of which decision 
you were advised by registered mail on the 15th day of April, 


1903, wt iG 


Registered, AF 7% 


4 








DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 


COMMISSION T0 THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES. 


NOTICE! 














The Land Offices of the Commission at 
ATINGY TT 
ATOKA 
in the Choctaw Nation, and_ 


TISHOMINGO 


in the Chickasaw Nation, 


Will not receive applications for allotment from” “J 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 24, 1903, to SATUR- -%@ 
DAY, JANUARY 2, 1904, inclusive. a 

The reception of applications for allotment will | ‘a 
be resumed on Monday, January 4, 1904, at nine 
o’clock A. M. 


The Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes, — 
TAMS BIXBY, Chairman. 





Muskogee, Indian Territory, 
December 1, 1903. 





ae ater ay | 
For Identification as a Mississippi Choctaw. 


Date MAY 19 1902 
Name havy WA AQe ar 


Age 2 3 Blood Nie 


Post- Offic Cogan oh 7 a 
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Department, of the Interier. 
Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes, 
Muskegee, I. T,, May 29,. 2902. 


MC -. 5602 - 


Veneer ee fo ae ae Seated enl 
¢ 


In the matter of the application ef Sarah Rtta Moore for 
the identification ef herself and her three minor Children, ; 
Vs Moore, Ollde Pranklin ’ ore, ad Elvin Winslow Moore, as Migsis- 
sippi Cheetaws. 


L..P, Hudson appeared as Atterney for Applicant, 


Sra Etta Moore, being first duly sworn, testifiedas 


Tollews: 
Examination by the Commisal on. 


Q. Waat is your mame? A . Sarah, Etta Moore, 

Qe How-old are yeu? A. I am ry hede Mbt ears ald. 

Q- What is your pest-sffice address? A, Vista, Oklahoma. 

4. How long have you lived there ? Ay’I have been in.that weigh- 
berheod fer five years. 

Q. Where did you live before that time? A. I went there from the 
Chickasaw ation. , i 

Q. How leng did you live in the Chickasaw ywetion? A. Only three 

years. 

Where did you live before that time? A. In Texas, ° 

Were you berm in Texas? A. Wo, sir; I was bern in kansas. 

What plage in Arkak were you bern? A. In Washin eounty, 

How old were you when you left Arkansas? A. I deni mow. 

What is your father's mam’? A, Oliver K, Posey, 

Te he Living? A. Yes, sir. 

Is you mother living? A. Yes, str. 

What is her name? A, Sarah Pesey,. 

Do y eu claim thre yeur father or mother? A, My father. 

How much Choctaw bleed de yeu claim? A. One-sixteonth, 

yas your father ver been recegnised in anyway ¢ 

witingn er 


pereeepsrce 








the Cheetgw Nation in Indian Territory? A, I don't 
inew 


He tao he on here and mad application te be identified as a 
Mississippi Choctaw, has net’? <A. Yes, sir, 
Q. Well, if he had wen emrelled before be would not @ bre making 
a8 pangs ugg aod, would * ye A Wo, sir, s “ 
« Soyreu them, +t ® Was enrolled’? A Yes, sir. 
QHe tan just mae arplacatien, Mat's all? A. Yes, sir, he ing Het 
2 6m elied. , sear M 


Q. De you knew whether theevidence. v the marriage ef you’ f ner ea 


2h) A 


& 





his application? A. Ne, sir, I don:t know. 

De yeu ewwhen and where your parents were married? A. In 
Arkansas. . 

About when? A. Jawary 1, 1874, 

Were they married hy a minister undera license A. Yes, sir. 

What is your husband's mme? A. John A Moore. 

Is hea white mn or an Indian? A. He is mixed blood. 

You make any claim for him? A, No, sir, I don't make any claim 
for him, 

How many children have you? A. Three living. 

Give me the mame of the oldest? A, Laura V. Moore. 

How old is she? A Eight years old. 

The next one? A. Ollie Franklin Moore. 

Bey er girl? A, A girl. 

Next one? A. £22 Elvin Winslow Moore. 

How old? A. One year old. 

Thisa boy or girl. A boy. ' 

You claim for yeurselfand these children, do you? A. Yes, sir, 

Is John A, Moare the father of these children? A. Yes, sir. 

Are you and he living together as husbandandwife? A, Yes, sir 

And are these children with you at home? A Yes, sir, 

Were eitler you or your husband ever married before you married 
to each other? A. Ne, sir. 

Is your name on any of the tribal rolls of the Choctaw Nation 
in the Indian Territory? A. Ne, sir, 

Fave you ever mad application fa citizenship for yourself ami 
children to the Choctaw tribal authorities or to the United 
Statesauthorities in Indian Territory? A. No, sir. 

Have you ever made @pplication for yeurself and children fer 
citisenship in the Choctaw Nation under the act of Congress 
of June 10, 18967 A. No, sir. 

Is thisthef irst a pplication for citisenship in the Choctaw 
Nation timt you havee ver made for y ourselfa ndehildren te 
the Choctaw tribalauthorities ortot the United States 
authorities in Indian Territory? A. Yes, sirThis is the first 
application I have ever mde. 

Q Do you now come before the Commission to identify yourself and 

minor children as Mississippi Choctawa? A. Yeq sir. 

Q. Do you claim under article 14 of th treaty of 18307 A Yes, 

sir, 

Q. Do you understand that article of that treaty? A. No, sir, 


eeoeeeree+eee 


CLHODLLHLOLO LOLLLLD © 


© 
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The treaty of 1830 was made betwem the United States 
government and the Choctaw tribe of Indians at a place in Missisdp- 
pi called Dancing Rabbit Creek, on the 27th day of September 
1830. The reason the treatywas made wasto removea ll the Ghee - 
tw Indians from told Choctaw Natione ast of the Missisd ppi 
River to the Choctaw wation, Indian Territery. Before the treaty 


et = . -r20 . . < rt D *e * sue i 0 * 
refuseto go frem that old Choctaw nation to Indian Territery, and 
in erder te pretect the interests of those Indians who rem ined 
article feurtea was drawn up and put inte the treaty of npancing 
Rabbit Creek. 


Articlef gurteen reads as follows: 


"Each Choctaw hwad ofa family being desirous te remin 
and becom a citisen of the States sh be permitted te doso by 
Signifying his intention to the Agent within six months frem the 





ratification of this treaty, and he ershe shall thereupon be en- 
ti led toa reservation of ones ection of six hundred and forty 
acres of leandte be boun@ed by sectional lines of survey; in like 
mnner shall be entitled te one half that quantity for each unmar- 
rié child which is living with him ever ten years ef age and & 
quarter sectien to such @hild as may be under ten years ofage, to 
adjoin the location of the parent. If they reside upem said lanis 
intending to tw come citizens of theStates for five years potas. tle 
ratifiontion of this treaty, in that ease a grant in fee s a 
shall isswe., Said reservation shall inelude the present ove- 
ment of the head of the family. Persens whe claim under 

article shall not lave the privilege ofa Choctaw citizen, but 

if they ever remove are notto be entitled to any portion ef 

the Choot aw annuity.” 


Do y ou understand artiele now? A, Yes, sir. 

What is the name of yeur ane stor threughwhom you claim the 
right te be identifiedasa Mississippi Choctawa? A, Jinnis 
Ann Byde (pro, Biddie),. 

Hor much Chectaw blood did Jinnie Ann Byde have? A. I doen't knew. 

. How old wenuldche be if living now? A. I don,t know, 
» Didshe have a Choctaw Indian name? A. | don,t know. 

Did she speak the Cheotaw language? A, I don,t know. 

You claim threugh your father? Yes sir. is 

Has, lp ed before the 'Cormssion to be identifiedasa Missis~ 
sippi Choe awe’? A. Yeu, sir. 

De you remmbér when he appeared before the Cemmisa on? A. It 
was April 19th, I think. 

Do youwamt your case amd his consolidated together, and alse 
<P others who claim under thesame common ancestor’ A, Yes, & 
sit. 


The case of Oliver K. Posey, No. 5271, is here referred 
for the purpose ofe onsolidation. 


Did any of your ancestors own improvements in Mississi ppi 
er Alabam in 1830 as Choctaw Ini ians? A, I don't know. 

Did any of your Choctaw ancestorswithin six months from the 
ratifioation ef the treaty of 1830 go te Cel. William Ward, 
the United States Indian Agent in Missisdppi, and tell him 
they desired te stay, take lanis and become oitiszens of the 
States ©“ A. I don't know, 

Did any of your Choctaw ancestors go from that old Chectaw Na- 
tion in Missisai ppi and Alabam to the Cheotaw Nation in 
Ondian Territery withthe other Indians between 1833 and 18358 
amd 18407 A. I doen't know, 

Dida ny of y our Choctaw ancestors own or claim any land in 
Mississippi or Alabama underarticle fourten of th treaty of 





LJ 7 


In 1837 aswell as in 1842 congress appeinted co sessions 
by various acts which went to Mississippi and heardolaiman’s under 
article feurteen of the treaty of 1850. These éemmissions were 
appeinted by cane 8 » because eae of the Chectaw Indians whe 
la @ been before Col. William Ward, the United States Indian Agent, 
im 1831 afte r the treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek was ratified, 


were refused rope ride toms because t heir names did not appear 


upom Col. Ward's list, ownas Ward's Register, the government 
took their lands and improvements and sold them at its public land 
gales, This caused se many complaints that. engress appeinted 





these cemmisal ons to har the claims of those whe had been before 
Col. Ward and attempted to comply with the provisions ofarticle 
14 ofthe treaty of 1830, 


Do .yau know whether any of your Choctaw ancestors wert te fore 
eitter of thoge commissions and claimed any benefitsas Choote 
Indians’? A, I don,t know. 

? Have you ever ward any. of them say go’ A No, sir, 

Did any of them receive any sérip from the government ‘as Choe- 
taw Indians whieh entitled them to select lanis from the 
vacant government lands in Mississippi, Alabam » Leuisiana, 
or Arkansas, to take the place of lamis whioh had bem taken. 
from them by the Qevernment andsold? A. No, sir, 


This scripwas issued under authority of theact of eon- 
gress of August 23, 1842, and entitled the holders te select 
lanis in the place ef those whioh had been taken frem them 
becau se of their failure of Col. Wardte place their mms 
upon his list. 


Q. De yeu speak or understand the Choctaw language A. Wo, sir. 
Q. Is there anything else youwant te state in support ofy our 
claim? A, 


Here L. P. Hudson, attorney for applicant, asks leave 


to havethirty days in which to fije written evidence,in support € 
of tis claim. - 


Motien granted by the Commission. 


This applicant has the appearance and physical charac- 
teristics of being descended from white parents; she has dark 
ay eyes, dark complexion, atidark brown hair. Sh@ does not un- 
erstand or speak the Chectaw language, and has no knowledge ef 
any ceMpliance om the part of her @ncestorsw ith aly of the provis- 
ions ofarticle fourteen ef the treaty of 1830, 


S.A. Apple, being duly sworn, states that as s tenegra- 
pher to the Cemmigsion to the Five Civilised Tribes he reported 

the feregeing preeeedings on May 19, 1902; and that the foregoing 
is a true and ¢€@rrect transcript of hisstenographiec notes in same, 


to the west of his knowledge anda bility. Dot he ie" : 
La ft Ca 
Subscribed ands worn to befare me this 27th day of May, 1902. 


Chipete.36—Le 





TR aca iter (f oT 


Notary Public. 





MO a Re 5602 


COPY. 


itupkeged, Indian Territory, April 15, 190%, 


Sarah Etta. Moore, 

Vista, OKalahoma Territory, 
Dear 4adan; 

You are hereby advised that on the 16th day of April, 
1905, the Commission to the Five Civilized tribes rendered a de~ 
cision in the consolidated oase of Henry M, Posey, et 11,, embrao- 
ing the following applicatione for identifioation as Mississipyi 


Choctawat 


Kenry WyPorey Me Cok, 8618 
Sarah Mathia, at al, Up eRe 5276 
Ligcle Harger, et al, MeGeRy 5689 
tarnex V, Mathie Me Oey BEB? 
Andrew Nethis NeGeRe SESE” - 
allie Nichole, st ad, Uy Oa Re 56EO 
Oliver K, Posey, #¢ nl, Mi Co Ry< 6291 
farah Etta Moore, et al, My Og Ry BBOR « 
Mery V, Dears “@t. Bl» - Me GeRy 6602 
Supan Bttie Mekinley, et ai, KlOcR’ BeOS 
Wiliiam ¢, Porey My (eRe 8604 
Hattio Le Gateay et al, Nie GeRy 5590 
Penola V,: dates MyC.Ry BEOO 
Mary MoDdougaly et al, Mgighe ABE9 
Mageie Kuykendol, et al, MeSgRy 5020 
Alva MoDougal MeGeR, 5ODL 
Homer Hy MoDougal, et al, MsCoR, 5022 
Stephen N. -Adoook, ¢t al, M,C eRe 4970 
Clementine Fish, et al, MeO, Ry 8016 
Maggie Johnston, st ai, My OgRy 5017 
Stephen A, Fieh My CgR, 5018 





saint insbt Mtehy OO 

Elijah A» Porney, at al, My OU wRe seis 
Yanoy A, Posey My GeRy S627 
Hanoy I, Null MG Ry 5605 
Rosezetia Cherry, et. al, M.0eRy 56086 
ila Reardon, et al, My GeRe 5620 





Sarah Etta Moore, -—2 


These applications were made under tho rrovision of the 


act of Gongress of June 2A, 19898 (30 Stata., 495), which in as 


followa: 


"Seid Comiission shall hays authority to determine the 
identity of Ohoetaw Indians Claiming rights in the choctay 
lands under article fourteen of the treaty betwean the Unitea 
Statés and the Choctaw Nation, concluded Sentenber. twenty~ 
se¥enth, sishteen hundred and thirty, and to that and may 
administer oaths, examine witnesses and perform all other 
acta necessary thereto, and make renort, to the Seoretary 
of the Interior,” ; 


Said decision concludes an follows: 


"It in therefore the opinion of this commission that 
the evidence herein is insufficient to determine the identity of 
Henry Ne Posey, Sarah Mathis, Walter Glenn Mathis, Ligsle Karger, 
Lawrence Harger, Clarence Harger, Darven Harger, Warner ¥, Mathis, 
Andrew Mathis, Sallie Nichols, Lorena Nichols, Oliver Ky Poney, 
Oliver K, Posey, ITe, Inaieh TP, Posey, RBulah E, Posey, Gracey hi, 
Posey, Dovey Me. Ponoy, Henry Hy Posey, Clarence Posey, Claudie 
Posey, Sarah Ftta Moore, Laure Ve Moore, Ollie Franklin Noore , 
Elvin Winslow Moore, Mary V, Dery, Minnie henova Dear, Willian 
Leonard Dear, %ulah rear, Andrew Wesley Dear, Jjosle Busan 
rttie MoKinley, Homer H, NoKinley,. William ¢, Posey, Mabtie L, 
Cates, Mansel Cates, Penola V, Cates, Mary KeDougal,. Prank P, 
icDougal, Magnus Mo usgal,. Mageie Kuykendoi, Tyz6 Kuykendol 
Willie May Kuykendol, Jessie Kuykendol, Alva MeLougal,- Homer Hy 
NoDougal, Nancy Fillen MoDougali, Stephen Ww, Adoech, John Pinkney 
Adcock, Slenentine Fish, Fillie Fish, Grover Cleveland Pish, 
Mamie Myrtle Fish, uascie Johnaton, Kamle Johnston Penri Jsohnaton, 
Willie Johnston, Stenhen A, rign, Maud Full, Rlijah A, Posey, 
Dilbert G,. Posey, Seburn L, Posey, Mary A, Posey, Sarah V, Porey, 
Thomas A, Porey, Uarion Fe, Posey, Waiter h, Poney, Charles v, 
Posey, Josey ©, Posey, Leroy heQ Posey, Yancy A, Posey, Naney 1, 
Mull, Rosegetie cherry, Arthur Lae cherry, Roy Gnerry, Uagete 
Ipabelle Cherry, Minnie Frances cherry, Lula heardon, Jama 





Reardon and Charles Re to rishte 





SO 79 815) Drie 
in the Chootaw iands under the rrovisions of said artlole fourtesan 
of the treaty of eighteen hundred and thirty, and that the apvlice- 
tions for + eir identifioation as such should wo refused, and it 
‘8 80 ordered,* 





anya from the date ‘nexe or within wnton to tite argatente ir ante 
office, and thet at the expiration of opie time the papers if the 
Gane, together with suoh arzimente wha be eerereng to the Seer e- 
tary of the Intorter through the Commissioner of tndien Atfaivg, 


Respeotfully, 


(SIGNED) 


Lame Bixby 
Chairman, 


Registered, 








OOM MISRAON ERS. 


TAMS Bixey, 


THOMAS B. Nexpixs DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 


REFER IN REPLY TO THE E FOLLow:no | 
| 
“| 


P 8.0.8; 8602, | 


ALLISON L AYLESWORTH, —_—__. ————$_—____ —_ 
SECRETARY 


6. R. BRECKINRIDOE, COMMISSION TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES. 


W. E. STANLEY 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, December 11, 1903, 


Sarah B, Moore, 
Vista, Oklahoma. 
Dear Madam: 

You are hereby notified that on the s0th day or Noven- 
ber, 1008, the Seoretary of the Interior affirmed the decision 
of this Commission refusing the applications for identification 

@s Mississippi Chootaws of the several persons included in the 
Consolidated case of Henry x. Posey et al., of which decision 
you were advised by registered mail on the 18th day of April, 
1903, a 

Respectfully, ©  ~’ 
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Cemuisgien to the F+ve Civiliaed Tribes, 
Muskogee, Bp T., May 19, 1902. 


MC -/ 8603 - 


In the matter of, the applicatien ef Busan Ettie MoKinley 
for identification of hersblf and her minor child, Homer H, MeKin- 
ley, as Mississippi Chectaws, 


L. Ps Hudson appeared as attorney for applicant. 


Susan Ettie MoXinley being duly agworn testified as 
follows: 


Examination by the Commigal on. 


What is your name? A.Busan Ettie McKinley. 
How old are.you? A, I am twenty years old, 
What is your post office address? A. Ego, Indian Territory» 
Hew long have yeu lived theresa? @ Six months. ' 
Where 444 live before that’ time? A, In Oklahoma, 


PPLees 


How long did you live in Oklahema? A. About five are 


Before that time where did you live?,A, In the aw 2 
Nation, ‘ Reh 
How long did you live in the Chickasaw Natien? A, About four 
years, I-guess, ane eet 
Before you lived there 44d you ldve in Texas? A. Yes, pirs® 
Were you bern in Texas? A. I was bern in Arkansas. 
Hew long did you live in Arkansas? A. I don't kmow. 
You went from “inal as to Texas A. Yes, sir. t 


oe 


Is your father i A. Yee, sir; he was a few minutes ago. 
Is your mother, 14¥ing? A. Yee, sir, 
What is your father’s name? h, Oliver K, Posey. 
What is your mother's name? A. Sarah Posey. 
Phrough hieh » r Ao + . n Chee ‘ bDLogsE A father. 
How mich Chectaw blood do you oladm? A, One~sixteenth, « 
Has your father ever beeg recegniaed in any way or enrolled as 
a citizen of the Choetew Nation either by the Choctaw tripal 
authorities or) United States authorities in Indian Ter- 
ritory? A. Noi s@r.,.t doy't know. 
De you mow whén ‘and where 4pur father and mother were married? 
A, I don't know. 





LL PLLLLLLHO 





Q. Do you know if the evidence of the marriage of your father and 
mother has been filed with the Commisa on? A, No, sir. 

That proof will be filed later, will it not? A, Yes, sir. 

Is your husband living? A. Yes, sir. 

What is his name? A rarry “. MeXinley. 

Is he a Choctaw Indian? A. No, sir. 

Is he a white man? A, Yes, sir. 

Do ;ou make any claim fer him? A. No, sir. 

How many children have you? A. I have one, 

- What is its name? A, Homer H, McKinley. 

How old is Homer? A. One year old. 

Is Harry H. MeKinley the father of this child? A. Yes, sir. 

Q You and he and the child are living together A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Is your name on any of the tribal rolls of the Choctaw Nation? 
in the Indian Tverritery? A. I don't know. 

Q. Have vou ever made application for eitizenship in the Choctaw 
Nation to either the Choctaw tribal authorities or to the 
United Statesauthorities in Indian Territory? A. No, sir. 

Qe Have you ever made application for citizenship in the Choctaw 
Nation to the Commissien +o the Five Civilized Tribes under 
the act of Congress of June 10, 1896? A. No, sir. 

Have yo ever before this time made application for citizenship 
in the Chectaw wation to any authority whatever, either the 
Choct aw tribal authorities or the Commission te the Five 
Civilized Tribes? A. No, sir. 

. You have never been admitted to citizenship in the Choctaw Na- 
tion by the Choctaw tribal authorities or the United States 
authorities, the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes or 
the United States Court in Indiam Territory? A. No, sir. 

Do you now come before the Commission to identify yourself and 
your minor childas Missisa ppi Choctaws claiming under arti- 
cle 14 of the treaty of 1830° A. Yes, sir. 

Do you understand the meaning of that article? A. T don't know, 

Would you like to have it explained to you? A. Yes, sir. 


The treaty of 1830 was made at a place in Misa asippi 
called Dancing Rabbit Creek, on the 27th day of September, 1830, 
between the United States geovernm-nt and the Choctaw Tribe of In- 
dians. ‘he object of the treaty was to remove all the Choctaw 
Indians from the old Choctaw ration in Mississippi and Alabama te 
the Choctaw vation, Indian Territory, but before the treaty was 
Bigned it became known that a creat many Choctaw Indians would net 
go from the old Choctaw wationeast of the Missisippi River to the 
Choctaw Nation, Indian Territory, and in order to protect the in- 
teresta of those whe remained in Missisal ppi article fourteen was 
drawn up and put into the treaty. It was then signed and on the 
PAth day of February, 1831, it was ratified by congress. 





Article fourteen reads as follows: 


“Rach Choctaw head of a family being desirous to remain 
and hecemea citizen of the States shall be permitted to do so by 
signifying his intention to the Agent within six months from the 
ratification of this treaty, and he or she shall thereupon be en- 
titled to a reservation of one section of six hungred and forty 
acres of land te be bounded by sectional lines of survey; in like 
manner shall be entitled te one half that quantity for each unmar- 
ried child which is living with him over ten years of age and a 
quarter sectien te such child as may be under ten years of age, to 





adjoin the leoation of the parent. If they reside: upen said lands 
intending to become citisens of the States fer five years after 

the ratifioation of this trday, in that ease a grant in fee simple 
shall is#ue. Said reservation shall ‘ittelude the pregent improve-’ 
ment of the head of the family or a pertion of it, © Persons whe 
claim under this article shall not losé the privilege of a Choctaw 
eitizen but if they ever remove are not to be entitied toany portign 
of ths Choctaw annuity." 


Q,. Do you know whether any of your Choctaw antestors complied or 

attempted to comply aith any of the provisiens of that artiole. of 
that treaty? <A, No, sir. 

Q. What is the name of your ancestor threugh whom you claim the 
right to be identifieda sa Missisai ppi Choctaw? A. My grand- 
mother was namd Sarah Posey and my grandfather was mme War- 
ren Posey. 

Go furtis r back and give the name of a more remote ancestor? 
A, My .great-great-crandmether was Jinnie Ann Byde, 

Q: How much Choctaw blood did your great-great-crandmother have? 

A. I don't know, 

Did she speak the Choctaw language or have an Indian mm? A, 
I don't Jmew, 

Did she Live in Mississippi or Alabama in the old Choctaw Wation 
in the year 1830 A, I donrt know, 


Did you ever hear that any of your Choctaw ancestors lived in 
Mississippi in the old Choctaw Nation in 183507 A. No, sir. 

Do you knew of any of your ancestors who lived there in 1850 
and was the head of a family? A. No, sir. ole 

Did any of yeur Choctaw. aticestors own or claim any improvements 
én lands in Mississippi or Alabama in 1830? A. I don't know. 

Did any of them own any lands or imprevements there under arti- 
cle fourteen of the treaty of 1830 A. I don:t know. 

Q. Did any ef your Choctaw ancestors live in Missisaippi in 1830? 
A. I don't know. ‘ 

Did any of your Choctaw ancestors go to Col. William Wardg the 
United States Indian Agent, within six months frem the rati- 
fication of the treaty of 1830, and tell him they wantedte 
stay in the old Choctaw wation, take lands there and become 
citizens of the States? <A, I don't know, 

Do you knew whether any of your ancestors went frem the old 
Choctaw wation east of Mississipi River to the Choctaw ation, 

Indian Territory, witht he other Indians between 18635 and 
1838 and 18640? A, No, sir. 


The Choctaw Indians who remained in Mississippi and 
Alabam in the old Choctaw wation after the traty of 1850 was rat- 
ified were required, if they desired +o take advantage of the 
: : Q o ro within s months 





from the ratification of the treaty te the United States Indian 
Agent and tell him they wanted to stay, take lands and become citi 
zens ef the States, A great many Choctaw Indians did this whose 
names Col. Ward, the Indian Agent, refused to put upen his list 
knownas "Ward's Register, " His neglect to de this caused a 
great many Choctaw Indians in Missisal ppi te lose both their land 
and improvements, for both were taken from them by the government 
and sold. This caus: 80 many cemplaints that congress appointed a 
commissien in 1837, by an act of warch 3 of that year, which went 
to Mississippi and heard claimants under article fourteen of the 





treaty. ef.1650, In 1842 another commissien was appointed by an 
act. Of Cergress of August 23 of that year, and this eormission also 
went te Missisa ppi and heard claimants under article fourteen of 
the treaty ef 1650, Both commigsie nse made lists of ‘he names of 
those whe appearedbefore them, 


Q- Did any. of your Choctaw ancestors go before cither of those 
commissions and olaim any benefits under article 14 of the 
treaty of 1830? A, I dontt know. 

Qs Did &ny of your Choctaw anew stors receive any scrip from the 
government which entitled them te take lands from the vacant 
government lands in Mississippi, Alabama, Louisiana or Ark- 
angas, to take the place of lands taken from them by the 
Government andes old? A. I don:t know, 

Q: This seripwas issued under authority of the act of Congress of 
August 235, 1642, 

What relative have you who has appeared before the Commission 
te be identified a sa Mississippi Cheetaw? What relation is 
Oliver K, P,sey to you. A, He is my father. 

: Has he been before the Commission to be identified asa Vissisai p- 
pi Chectaw? A, Yes, sir. 

Do you want your case consolidated with his and all otters who 
Claim from the same oommon ancestor, sot hat one may have the 
benefit of the testimeny in all the cases? A. Yes, sir, 

Qs Do You speak or understand the Choctaw language? A, No, sir. 

Q. Have you any other evidence ;ouwant te present now? A. No, sir, 


Here L. ?, Hudsen, attorney for applicant, asks leave to 
file written evidence in support of this application, whieh will 
be done in thirtu days. 


Motien granted by the Commisal on, 


This applicant has the appearance and physical charac- 
teristics of being descended fromwhite parents; she has blue eyes, 
dark brown hair, and a medium fair complexion. She docs not under- 
stand or speak the Choctaw language, and has no knowledge of any 
compliance on the part of her ancestors with the provisions of 
article f ourteen of the treaty of 1830. 


S.A. Apple, being duly sworn, states that as s tenog- 
rapher to the Oommissien to the Five Civilized Tribes he reported 
the foregoing proceedings on May 19, 1902; and that the foregoing i 
isa true and ocerrect transcript of his stenographic notes in same, 
to the best of his knowledge andability. 


; lay o 
Ofeectes Z, 


Notary Publ 





MeSaRe 5608 


COPY. 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, April 15, 1903, 


Susan Ettie MoKinleys 

B&O, Indian Territory, 
Dear Mademi 

You are hereby advised that on the 16th day of April, 
1903, the Comminsion to the Five Civilised Tribes rendered 2 do- 
Cision in the consolidated case of Henry N, Posey, ot al1., embrac~ 
ing the following applications for identification as Miscissippi 
Choct awa} 


Henry Ny Posey Ms6,Re 5618 
Savah Mathias, et al, MeCeRe S876 
Ligsie Harger, et 11. MeCaRy BESO 
Warner W, Mathie Ke CoRe 8687 
Andrew Mathie MoCeRy 8658 
My pe Nichols, et cieat Wel oR, 6640 
012 oun Ky Posey, tars MeGeRy, 5871 

Bite Moore, et al, MyG,Ry 6608 
Mary ert Dear, ot al, MeGeRe, S601 
Susan Ettie toKinley) aot als HaGgRy 5605 
William 6, Posey MeGaRy 5604 
Hattie be Cates, et al, MyGeR, 5500 
Penola V, Cates MyGeR, 5600 
Mary MoDougal, et al, Ng GpRy 4969 
Maggie Kuykenaol, et aly Me@yRe 8020 
Alya MoDougai M,CeRy 6022 
Homer Hy, MoDougal, et al, M,GeRe 5028 
Stephen Nv. AASOOK, et al, MeSyRe 4070 
Clementine Fish, al, MaCeRy 5016 
Maggie Johnston, at al, MeGe Ry 5017 
Stephen A, Fish Ng Gghy, 5018 











aud uit HU, Ry 6019 
Blijeh As Posey, et al, MeO 5615 
Yanoy A, Posey MeGeRs 5627 
Naney I, Mull NyGeRy 5605 
Rosezetie Cherry, ct al, MeCeR, 5606 
Lula Reardon, et al, MeGeR, 5620 





Susan Ettie NoKinley, —2 


These applications were made under the provision of the 


aot of Congress of June 28, 1898 (30 Stata,, 495), which ins as 


follows: 


*Said Commission shall have authority to determine the 
identity of Chectaw Indians claiming rights in the chootaw 
lands under article fourteen of the treaty between the United 
States end the Choctaw Nation, concluded Sentomber twenty- 
seventh, eighteen hundred and thirty, ani to that end may 
administer oaths, examine witnesses And yerform all other ants 
necessary thereto, and make revort to the Secr:tary of the 
Interior .* 


Said decision concludes 48 follows: 


"It is therefore the opinion of this comminsion that 
the evidence hermin is insufficient to determine the identity of 
iienry We Porey, Sarah Mathis, Walter Glenn Mathis, Liccte Hargor, 
Lawrence Karger, Clarence Harger, Darven Harger, “arner ¥, Mathis, 
Andrew Mathie, Sallie Vichols, Lorena Nichols, Oliver k, Posey, 
Oliver K, Poney, Jrey Isaleh T, Posey, Buleh Ee Posey, Gracey i, 
Posey, Dovey KM, Posey, Henry H, Posey, Clarence Porey, Claudic 
Posey, Sareh Etta Moore, Leura V, Moore, Ollie franklin Moore, 
Fivin Winslow Moore, wary V. Dear, Minnie Lenora Dear, William 
Leonard Dear, Zylah Dear, Andrer Werley Dear, Jornie Dear, Susan 
Fttie HokKinley, Homer KF, McKinley, William rc, Porney, Mattie fr, 
Cates, Mansel Cates, Penola v, Cates, Mary Monougal, Frank FP, 
McDougal, Magmis MoDougal, Magzie KuykKendol, Tyre Kuykendol, 
Willie May Kuykendol, Jessie Kuykendol, Alva McDougal, Homer H, 
McDougal, Nanoy Ellen McDougal, stephen x, Adoock, John Pinkney 
Adcook, Clementine Fish, Willie Fish, Grover Cleveland Fish, 
Hamle yrtle Fish, Magele Johnnton, Mamie Johnston, Pearl Johnston, 
Willie Johnston, Stevhen A. Fish, Maud Hull, Elijnh A. Poney, 
Plbert G, Posey, Seburn Le Porey, Mary A, Posey, Sarah Vy, Posey, 
Thomas Ae Posey, Marion F, Posey, Falter Ly Posey, Charlag Ws 
Posey, Josey Ff, Posey, Leroy MaQ Posey, Yanoy A, Posey, Nanoy I, 
Null, Rosezetie cherry, Arthur tee Sherry, Roy Cherry, HacteLe 
Isabelle Cherry, Minnie Frances Cherry, Lula Reardon, Janes 
Peardon and Charles Reardon as Ost Hy achat wxXUL6d to righ 

-he Choctaw lands under the provisions of said article four~ 
teen of the treaty of etzhteen hundred and thirty, and that the 
applications for their identifioation 8 such should be refused, 
end it is so ordered," 





eae ee 


; b to file argumenta in this . 
eetine; and that at the expisitien. * ai&-4ime the pavers in the. agp 
oaae, together with such arguments will be forwarded to the soore~ 
tary of the Interior through the Commissioner of Indian Affaire, 

Respectfully, 


(SIGNED) 


Lame Beaton 


oe bw bof 


Chairman, 


Registered, 








M.O.R,. 5603. 
COPY: 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, December 11, 1903, 


Susan E. MoKinley, 
Ego, Indian Territory. 
Dear Madam; 

You are hereby notified that on the 30th day of Noven- 
ber, 1908, the Seorctary of the Interior affirmed the decision 
of this Gommission refusing the applications for identification 
as Mississippi Choctaws of the several persons indluded in the 
consolidated case of Henry N. Posey et al., of which dgeision 


you were advised by registered mail on the 15th day of April, 
1905. 


Respectfully, 
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For Identification as a Mississippi Choctaw. 
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Name hada re E JA ¢ plrleg ‘ 


Age Pd O-~ Blood N46 
> ml aN 
Post Office, EG ; =e ae 
Father OL ie (meg : Z 
VA 
Mother yee ZZ 


5 through fotry— 
Mita .$& ( 


Marry 9.72% ; , 


ee Class fr 


Children 


ne Ae 6. D2 Keg, / 


War ~— 12.4% 
Se BS pe 





Scns peashn ACE. Mf pe— 





DEPARTMENT OF THE INTFRIGR, 
COMMISSION TO THE Five CIVILIZED TRIBE: 
FILED 


JAN 8 104 4 
toh 








Choctaw MCR 
Ghiitiam CG. ‘Posey 
See MCR 5618 








Department of the Interior. 
Cc ssien to the Five Civilized Tribes. 
Muskogee, I, T., May 19, 1902. 


¥C- 5604 - 


Se et ee, ee 


In the matter of the application of William C. Posey fer 
ident ification as a Mississippi Chectaw. 


L. P. Hudson appeared as Attorney for Applicant. 


William C, Posey, after being duly sworn, testified as 
follows: 


Examination by the Commission. 


What is vour name?. A, William C. Posey. 

How old are you” A, I am eighteen years of age, 

What is our post office address? A. Ego, Indim Territery. 

How leng have you lived at Ego? A. One year. 

Where did yeu live before that? A. In Oklahoma. 

How long did you live there” A, Four years, 

Where didyou live tefore that time? A. In the Chickasaw vation 
Indian Tarritory. 

How long did u live there? A. About four years. 

Before thatw e did yeu live? <A, In Texas, 

Were you born"in Texas? A. Yes, Iwas bern in.3ell county, Texas. 

Is your father living? A. Yes, sir. 

Ie your mother living? A. Yes, sir. 

What isy our father's name? A. Oliver K. Pesey. 

What is your mother's mame? A. Sarah Posey. 

You claim Chectaw blood through whim parent? A. My fater. 

How much Choctaw blood do you claim? A. One-sixteenth. 

Has your fath ér ever beenr ecognigzed in any way or enrolled as 
a Choctaw citizen by the tribal authorities or by the United 
States authorities in Indian Territery? A. I don t know. 

- He made application a few days age +6 be idontifiedasa Missis- 
sippl Choctaw, did he not? A, Yes,e ir, 

Q. Then he has never beene nrolledas a Choctaw Indian, has he? 
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A. Me, air, 
Q. Whenand where were your father and mother mrried? A, I don,t 
Q Are-you married? A, Yes, sir, 
Q Is yeur wife living? A. Yes, sir, 
Q. Isshe a white woman or a Choctaw Indian? A, She is white. 
Q. What is ber name’? A. Lillian Ethel Posey. 
Q. Do yeu make any claim fer her? A, No, sir. 
Q. Have you any ¢hild@ren? A. No, sir, 





‘te your name on any @f the tribal rolls ef the Choctaw Wation . 


in Indian Territory? A. Wo, Sir. 

Have you ever made application for citisenship in the Choctaw 
Nation tothe Dawes Conmisdon wider the act of Congress of 
June 10, 18967 Ae Neo sir. » 

. Rave vou ever. before this time mde application to be enrolled 
as a Choctaw citimen: either to the Choctaw tribal authorities 
or to the United States authorities in Indian Territory? A. 

I have not. ‘ 

You have never made appkieation in person or any one for you 
to becnrolledas @ citizen of the Choctaw Nation to any authort 
ty whaterér before this t ime? A, No, sir, 

And y eu have never been enrolledasa citizen of the Chectaw 
Nation by any authority whatever, have you? A, No,. sir. 

Do you now come before the Commission te identified asa Mis- 
sivsippi Choctaw, claiming under article 14 ofthe treaty of 
18207 A. Yes; 8 re 

Did you ever hear of that treaty before? A. Yes, sir, 

Do you understand article fourteen o f the treaty of 18307 A. 

I understand some of it, 


The t#eaty of 1630 was made between the United Sta es 
government and the Choctaw Indians ata place in Missied@ ppi.call- 
ed Dancing Rabbit Creek, on the 27th day of September, 1930, The 
object of e treaty was te removeall the Choctaw Indians frem 
the old Ghoctaw wation east of the Miseisa@ppi River to the Choctaw 
Nation in Indian Territory, but before the treaty was sighed it 
became know thata gr eat many Choctaw Indians would refuse te 
go to Indian Territory, and in orderto preteet the interests of 
the e who remained in the old chectey as 1ee article fourteen was 
drawn up and put into the treaty of 1990. It was then signed and 
on Febrpary 24, 1831, was ratified. 


Article fourteen reads as follows: 


"Rach Choctaw head ofa family dDeing desirous to remain 
ard becomec itizens of the “tates stall. tw permitted to do so by 
signifying their intention to the Agent within six months from the 
ratification of this treaty, and he or she shall thereupon be en- 
titled to a reservation of one section of six hundred and forty 
ages of landto te bounded by sectional lines of survey; in Jike 
ranvr shall be entitled te ons half that quantity foreach unmar- 
ried child which is living with him over ten years of age and & 
quarter section to such child as may te under ten years ef age, te 
adjoin the location of the parent. If they reside upon said lands 
intending to become citizens of the tates for five years after the 
ratification of this treaty, in that case a grant in fees imple 
smill isme. Said reservation shall include the pr’ sent improve- 
ment of the head ef the family ora portion of it. Perséns who 
claim under thisaticle shall not lose the privilege of a Choctaw 
citizen, but if thay ever remove are not to be entitled te any 
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Q. Do you know whether any ofy our Choctaw ancestors complied or 
attempted toc omply with the provisions of article 14 of the 
treaty of 1850? A. No, sir. 

Q. ‘Through whom do yeu claim? A. My father. 

Go bee further and give the name of some ancester? A. My grand- 
father. 
Go back further, if you can? A, I don,t mow 





N 


I want ‘the mame of some ancestor of yours who lived in Vissis- 
spe? in.1830 andwas the head ofa family there? A. I doné&t 
Ow, 

Qs Go Backes far.as you pan and give me the name of an ancestor? 
A. My grandfather's namewas Warren Posey. 

Qi Was he a Choctaw Indian? Ae Yea, sir, 

Q. What was his wife's-name”° A, Sarah Pogey. 

Qs ¥hat wae her maiden mame? A, I don't know, 

Q., Was shet white woman’? Ai. Td den;t know. 

Q. Did warren Posey have India. blood? 8, Yes; sir. 

Q. How much Indien blood did-tie have? A. TI’ carmot tell you. 

Q. Is Oliver K, Posey your father? A. Yes; sir. = 

Q How old would Warren Poséy be if living new? A. I don t knew, 

Q. Can yeu give me the name df..a Choctaw ancestor of your who 
lived in the old Choctaw ,atién in Visesiss: ppi in 1830? A. 
No, ‘sir. 

Q. “Can you tell me the name of an. ancester who lived there in 
1830 andwas tle head ef a family’ A. No, sir, 

Q. Doy ouwant th record mde thé case of “our father, Oliver K. 
Posey,. consolidated with your ea se andall others whe claim 
under thesame common ancestor? A. Yes, ‘sir, 


The case of Oliver K, Posey, No. 5271, is here referred 
for the purpose ofc onsolidation. 


Did any of your Choctaw ancestors own or claim any lands in 
Missisal ppi or Alahama in the old Choct aw Nation under arti- 
cle 14 of the treaty of 1830? A TI don't know, 

Did any of your Choctaw ancestors own or claim any improvements 
on lands in the old Choctaw yation in 1830? A. I dont know, 

Did any of your Choctaw ancestors go from that old Choctaw Na- 
tion east of the Missisdppi River te the Chectaw yation in 
Indian Territory with the other Indiansiho went between 1833 
and 1836 and 1840? A..I don't know, 

Didany ofy our Choctaw ancestors within six months frem the 
ratification of the treaty of 1830 go to Col. William Ward, 
the United “tates Indian Agent, and tell him they wanted te 
remain in the old Choctaw “ation, take lands there and te ceme 
citizens of the States" A, I don't know, 


The Choctaw Indians vho stayed in the old Choctaw Nation 
in Mississippi and Alaham after tho treaty of 1830 was ratified 
were required, if theywanted to take advantage of the provisions 
ofarticle fourteen of the treaty of 1630 to go within six months 
from the ratification of that treaty to the United States Indian 
Arent ands ignify their intention to remain and take lanis and 
we come citizens of the States A great many Choctaw Indians did 
this whose names “ol. William Ward, the Indian Ag i ed © 





: cer 
refused to put upon his list, lmownas Ward's Register. His neg- 
lect to do this causeda good many Choctaw Indians in Missisal ppi 
to lose both their lands and improvements , for hoth were taken 
from them and sold by the government. This caused se many c on- 
plaints that cpngress appointed a cormission in 1837, by an act ef 
March 3 of th@t year, whichvent to Miseiasippi and heard claiamnts 
under article fourteen. In 1842 another cemmission was appointed 
for the game purpose, and this conmissilonalso went to Mississippi 
and heard claimants under article 14 of the treaty ef 1830. Both 
mde lists of those who came befor: them. 





Didany of your Choctaw ancestors go before either of those com-' 
missiom and Glaim any benefits as Uhoctaw Indians under arti- 
ele 14 of the treaty of 1830? A,- I don't know. 

Did any of your Chec taw ancestors receive any serip from the 
government as Choctaw Indians which entitled them te receive 
landé frem the vacant government, lands in Mississippi, Ala- 
hbame Leuisanm, or Arkansas, totake te place of Janis which - 
the govermuent tad taken from them and sold? A. T donrt mow. 

This scrip was issued under authority of the act of of Congress 
of August 23, 1842, 

Do you speak the Choctaw Tanguage? A. No, sir, 

Have you any other eviderice you want to introduce now’ A, 


Here 7. Pi Huden, attorney for applicant, asks that thirty 
days bea llowed in which to filewritten evidence in this case. 


Motion allowed by the Commisal on. 


Thisapplicant has the appearancs nd physical charac- 
teristics of being descended from white parents; he hes dark brown 
hair and medium light complexion, He does not understand the 
Choctaw language and has. no knewledge of any compliance on the 
part of his ancestors with the provisions of article fotirteen of 
the treaty ef 1830, 


8. A, Apple, being duly sworn, states that as stenogra- 
phar to the Commission to the Five Civilized “ribes he reperted 
the for going proceedings on May 19, 1902; and that the feregoing 
isa true and correct fanscript of his stenographic notes fn same, 


to the best of his knowled ge and ability. y, 
D UNMCE 
= le A = 


Subscribed and swern to before me this 28th day of May, 1902. 


Notary Public. 








M.O,R, 5604 


COPY, 


Muskogee, Indian ferritory, April 15, 1903, 


William c, Posey, 

Ego, Indian Territory, 
Dear Sir; 

You are hereby advised that on the 16th day of April, 
1903, the Commission to the Pive Civiliged Tribes rendered a dew 
cision in the consolidated oase of Henvy N. Posey, et al., embrao~ 
ing the following applications for identification as Mississippi 
Choctawa: 


Henry N. Posey M.O,R, 
Sarah Mathis, et al, MeO.R, 
Lizzie Harger, et al. MeGeR, 
Warner W, Mathie M.O.R, 
Andrew Mathis M,C.R, 
Sallie Nichola, et al, M.O.R, 
Oliver. K, Posey, et al, MeCWR, 
Sarah Etta Moore, et al, 
Navy Vv. Dear, et al, 

Susan Ettie MaKifiiey, et al, 
William ¢. Posey 

Mattie L, Sates, et al, 
Penola V, Cates 

Mary McDougal, et al, 

Magzie Kuykendol, et al, 
Alwa McDougal 

Homer H, McDougal, et al, 
Stephen WN. Adcock, et al, 
Clementine Pish, et al, 
Maggie Johnaton, et al, 
Stephen A. Fish 

Maud Hull 

Elijah A, Posey, ot al, 
Yancy A, Posey 

Naney- I, Null 

Rogesetie cherry, et al, 
Ila Reardon, et al, 


: 


OO why 
see ee 


oO 78 20 ot 








William 6. Posey, —32 


These applications were made under the provision of the 
act of Congress of June 28, 1898 (30 State., 495), which ip as 
follows: 


"Sald Commission shall have authority to determine the 
identity of Chootaw Indiana Olaiming rights in the choctaw 
lands under article fourteen of the treaty between the Unitad 
States and the Choctaw Nation, concluded Seotember twenty~ 
seventh, eighteen hundred and thirty, and to that end may 
administer oaths, axanine Witnesses ani verform all other 
acts necessary thereto and make renort to the Secretary of 
the Interior, * 


Said decision concludes ag followas 


"It is therefore the opinion of this com£sassion that 
the evidence herein ig insufficient to determine the Identity of 
Henry , Posey, Sarah Mathis, Walter Glenn Mathis, Liavle Harger, 
Lewrence Harger, Clarence Harger, Darven larg Pr, Varner WW, lathin 
Andrew Mathias Sallie Nichols, Lorena Nichols, Oliver K, PoRdy, 
Oliver K. Ponrey, JVs, Tsaaiah T, Posey, Bulah &, Porcy, Gracey M, 
Posey, Dovey Me Porey, lienry Il, Posey, Clarance Posey, Clinudie 
Posey, Sarah Ptta Moore, Laura V, Moore, Ollie Frankiin Noor, 
Elvin Winslow Moore, Mary V, Dear, Minnie Lenozn Desa, William 
Leonard Dear, Zulah Dear, Andrew Vesley Dear, Jorte Near, Suran 
Ettie MeKinley, Honer f, Mekinley, William c, Posey, Wattie bh, 
Cates, Maneel Cates, Penola v, Cates, Mary MoDougal, frank FP, 
McDougal, Marnus MoDougel, Marcie Kuykendol, Tyre Kuykendol, 
Willie May Kuykendol, Jeseie Kuykendol, Alva WeDougnal, ‘loner i, 
McDougal, Manoy Fllen MoDougal, &tenhen N, Adooek, John Pinkney 
Adcock, Clementine Fish, Wiilie Fish, Grover Cleveland Wiens 
Mamie Myrtle Fish, Magsie Johnston, Mamie Johnston, Paarl Johnston, 
Willie Johneton, Stephen A, Fish, Maud Hull, Elijah a, Poney, 
Flbert G, Posey, Seaburn L, Posey, Mary A, Poney, Sarah y, Posoy, 
Thomas A, Poney, Marion F, Porey, Walter L, Posey, Charles w, 
Posey, Josey fF, Posey, Leroy MOQ Posey, Yeanoy A, Porevy, Nanoy Ls 
Null, Rosezetie Cherry, Arthur Lee cherry, Roy cherry, wWagrie 
Trabelle Cherry, Minnie Frances Cherry, Lula Reardon, James 
Reardon and charles Reardon as Choctaw Indians entitled to rights 
in the Choctaw lands under the provisions of said artiole fourteen 





of the trenty £ 94244557 ramdirat Aid thirty, and that the anvlica- 
tionn for their Ldentifteation ar sugh should he refused, and it 
is #80 ordered, * 





William ¢, Posey, --3 


You are further advised thet you will be allowed fiftern 
. days Trem the date hereof within whieh to file argumente fp this 
offiee, and that at the expitation of seid time the pavers in the 
case, together with sudh arguments will be forwarded to the secre 
tary of the Interior through the Commissioner of Tridian Affairs, 
Respectfully, 


(IGNES) 
© a Pr 
Tame Bixby. 


Chairman, 


Registered, 








COM MISHION ERS. 
Tams Bixey, 
THOMAS B. NEEDLES, 


Cc. R. B. . 
Cen COMMISSION TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES. | Me9Re 5604, 


REFER IN REPLY TO THE FOLLOWING | 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 


ALLIGON L. AYLESWORTH, 
SECRETARY 


ADL ? 
TO THE FIVE CIVILIZ 


" Muskogee, Indian Texzitory, December 11, 1903, 


William 0. Posey, 
Ego, Indian Territory. 
Dear Sir: 

You are hereby notified that on the 30th day of Novem- 
ber, 1903, the Secretary of the Interior affirmed the decision 
of this Gommission refusing the applications for identification 
28 Mississippi Choctaws of the several persons inoluded in the 
consolidated case of Henry WN. Posey et al., of which decision 
you were advised by registered mail on the 15th day of April, 
1908, | 

Respectfully, 


oA 
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hi, wif 








a "vo. 5GO4 = 3 
For Identification as a Mississippi Choctaw. 4 


Date 


Post- Office, Ey A 
Biber Chur, Kp or : 4 
Mother pees -_ ; 


Claim s through 
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Oommission to the Five Oivilized Tribes, 
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Ego, Indian Terr itory. 
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‘Department et the ‘Interior, 


Commission to. the Givilised ibes, 
Tite lay 29, 1903," 


Muskogee j 


T 2B 8.2 40" OR 
Of Oliver K, Posey 
in) eases of 


Nancy I, Mull et al,, ‘M.G.R. 5606 
Rosexetie Cherry-et.al., B.C.R, 5606 


Oliver K, Powey being sworn a8 .8 Witness in thesé ‘cases tes- 
tified as follows: 


L.P, Hudgon,attcrney for applicants, examining: 


Q Sétate’ your name; agé and resid@nce. A Oliver Kx, Posey; my resi@ 
dence 18 Mand, Oklahoma, my post office, ’ 
Q How 014 are your A Forty seven years old,. 

Q Are youmequainted with Nancy I, Null and Rosezetie Cherry? 

A Yes sir, 

Q@ I will ask you whether, or. not you are related to the parties last 
above named? A Supposed that we are’ from What I have been taught. 

Q@ ‘Can you trace the ancestry of the parties named and you 

ancestry back to one oommon ancestor? A Weil, E think I oan from 
What. I he ve been told, 

Je Wer, yOu may now trace ‘your ancestry back to that common ah~ 
‘@ORtOR. A My father was named warren Posey; he had an uncle that 
was John Posey; John Posey was thé father of etsey Posey, and Rete- 
Sey Posey wes the mother of John Craig;. John Graig was the father of 
Jim Oraig, the way it has been told me. 





ROW, th OY Bite it; you didnt quite do it, Yoti way that 
John Posty was.an incle of your father, warren Posey? A- Yes sir, 
Q..Now, what was your fatheris father's name? A Bartley Posey, 

Q, Ane Was ‘he the brother. of A 8 upposed to be, 
Q' and nd partley Posey? A John 
* 
@ he was the person whe hador claiged the yndian blood? a Yes; 
ts through this Jennie Anh Byde-+ that @ spelled B-y-~d-e; its 
spelled two ways, ~ 
Q. Now y wil) ask you ir the yim of James Cinig that you mentioned 





~2= 


Wasthée father of Nancy I, Bull? A; Yee, Sal to de, 


@ ,hatts me you have it in the f: bint Aes sir. 
Q How, Mr, Posey, when vou sppbared thre » Comission en the 
19th of april, 1962 you gave the: wele of your ances from‘ whom 
you claimed your Indian diced ag yennie T, Biddie; ¢ ay your fan- 
ily have given this newe ea Jennie Ann B-y~d-¢} I Will ask you 
whether or ngt you anventiguted as to the spelling of that 
name since you'were of the stand in’ your dw case? A You b4r, 
Q And from what record onFesords de you get’ the spelling ef this 
name? A Ip tha old book father had there at hom, An old | 
religious beok..:' Os, tle eg BERD Ke. 
Q So, that St this time, you wish to have the name Of that aihoes< i 
/ tor spelled Bysi-e inetean of Biddie? A Yeu, + believe thattn right, / i 
Q@ qhatrs all, \< .. Witness exoused. } % 4 
RENE eS as . é 

(Attorney for applicant as pat the evidence of Oliver XK. 
Posey here taken be ¢ sidered in:'the oase of ~aney. I. Null and 
ROsegetie Cherry.) . io ee RP ; 


Henry,G, Hains Being’ sworn on hie oath sats that as stenographer 


to the eommis#ion sto the Five Civilized ribes he reported in full 
the proceedings ad in the above testimony, end that this is a full, 
true and correct’ transcript of his stenographie notes in said tes- 


timony on May 19, 1902, 
“ WW, ~~) i ee 


Subseribed and sworn to before me this 19th day of May, 1902, 


u 


4 A__exe a5 La. va 1n+ 17 a 


Notary Public, 








Commissiog’ te the Tive Civilized Tribes. 


Department of the, Interior, 
hog te te T,, May 19, 1902, 


MC - 5605. - 


In the matter of the application ef Nancy I. Null for 
idqitification ag a Mississippi Cheotaw. 


L. PB, Hudson apparcdas attorney for applicant. 


Nancy I. Null, after being duly sworn, testified in 
her ovm behalf as follows: 


Examination by the Conmigsién. 


What is your name? A. Nancy I. Null. 

How old are you? A. I am forty-three years old. 

What is your post-office address? A, Cook, Oklahoma. 

How long have you lived at Cook? A. About four months. 

How long have you lived at @klahoma A. Ten years. 

Where did you live before you went’there? A. I” the Chickasaw 
Nation, 

How long did you live in the Chickasaw wation? A. Three years. 

Werewere you bern? A, I was born in Zexzasx, Arkansas, 

Did you live in Texas? A. Yes, Iwent from Arkansas to Texas 
and from rexas to Indian Territory? 

Ip your father living? A.-Ne, sir. 

Is your mother living? A Yes, sir, 

What was your father's name? A, Jim Craig, 

What iey our méthor's name? A, Am@arica Rose is her name now. 

That is her présent married name?. A. Yes, sir, 

You claim your Choctaw blood through whih parent?’ A, My father. 

Hew much Choctaw blowod do you elaim? A, One-sixteenth, 

Has your father ever been recognized in any wy or enrolled as 
a citizen of the Cheotaw Nation, cither by the Chectaw tribal 
authorities or the United States authorities in Indian Terré- 
tery? A, I don't kmow, 

You have never heard that he wae enrelled, have you A. No, sir 


. 


OOOO 


“ee © @ 
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ta—your father dead? A Youn, sir 





Did he ever live in Indian Territory? A I dontt know/ 
Have you proof of the marriage of yeur father and mother? A. 
« Not with me, but I remember about when they were married. 
ave you the proof with you? A. No, sir, 
ou can intreduce it later, can you, if given time? A . Yes 
sir, 


Pe 2LAD 





A reason® le t fme will be allowed fer that purpose, ’ 


Are you married? Ay Yos, sir, 

ie, yeur husband living A. Yes, sir. 

& ho a white oan or e@ Choctaw Indian? A, He is a white man. 

What .i8:his name? A, RR. W, Null. 

You don't make \tsy claim for him, do you? A. No, sir, 

How many children’ hare. you who are umarried and under age that 
youwant te maké application for? A, I have one, 

What is your ghild's name? A, Rosetta Drinnen,. 

How.qld is she? A. She is 24 years old. 

Shew ill hava te make aplication for lerself, being ever 21 
years ef sage, ‘Is that the only child you have? A. Yes, sir. 

You have no child under age and unmarried, then, for which you 
want toapply’. A, No, sir, 

Is your daughter Resetta married? A, Yes, sir. 

When she deaires the onnt make application in her ow behald. 
Is your mame on any of the tribal rolls of the Chectaw ~ation 
in Initan Territory? A. Ne, sir, 

have you ever made application for eitizenship in the Choctaw 
Nation either to the tribal authorities or the United States 
authorities in Indian Territory’ A, No sir. 

Have you ever made appkication for eitizenship in the Choctaw 
Nation to the pawes Commission unde? the act of Congress of 
Jume 10, 1896% A, No, sar. i, 

Is this the first application you have aver made fer citizenship 
in the Choetaw Nation either te the Chectaw tribal authorities 
or any guthority whatever . This is my first. 

You have never been enrolledas ac itizen of the Chectaw .ation 
by the tribal authoriti es , the Commission to the Five Civil- 
ized Tribes, or the United States Court in Indian Territory? 
A. No, sir, 

Do you now come befere t!.e Commission te he identifiedasn a 
Missisel ppi Chectaw, claiming under article fourtem of the 
treaty of 18509 A, Yes, sir. 

Q. Do yo: understand that article of that treaty. A. o, sir. 


~ 


The troaty of 1830 was made between the United States 
g0vernment and the Choctaw tribe of Indians at a place in Mississipe 
pi called Dancing Rabbit Creek, on the 27th day of September, 1830, 
Before the treaty was signed: it became knewn that a great many 
Choctaw Indians would not go from the old Choctaw Natiensc ast of the 
Migsisai ppi River to the Choetaw Nation in Indian Territory. In 
order te pretec t the interests of those who r:mained in the 61d 
Choctaw Nation article fourtem was drawm up and put into the 
treaty of pahcing Rabbit Creek, It was them signed, and on the 
24th of February, 18351, it was ratified. 


Article fourtem revadsa's follows} 





Rac 0 aw ca 0 a YY Y DOI Gdésilroeus [*) Mma ih 
and te ocome'a citizen of the States shall be permitted to do se by 
signifying his inétntion to the Agent within six months from the 
ratification of this treaty, and he er she shall thereupon be cn- 
titled toa regervation of ehe section of six hundred.and forty 
acres of land to be beunded by s ectional lines of survey; in like 
manner ahall..be entitled to one half that quantity fer each unmar- 
ried child which is living with him over ten years eof age and a 
quarter section to such childage may be under ten years of age, to 





: jane 


sdjoin the Lecgtion ef. the parent. If they reside upon said lands 
intguding te bécome citizens ef the States for five years after 

the ratification of this treaty, in that conse @ grant 4n fee simple 
rt ienue. Seid’ retervation shall inelude the present inprove- 
mint af the hea@ of the family’ or &. portion ef it. Persots whe 
lem under this artinle #h - Mot’ lose the privilege ef #@ Choctaw 
eitizen Wut i* they ever remove are:not to he entitled te any portian 
ef the Choctaw annuity." ; 


Qe Do you understand that article better. now?.. A; Yes, sir. 

Q, De.you know whether or not any af your Choctaw ancestors com- 
plied or attempted to comply. with any of the provid ens of 
article fourteen of the treaty of 1830° A, Ne, sir, 

Give me the name‘of your ancertor through whom:you claim the 
right to he -ddentifiedas a Mississippi Chectaw? A, My grand« 
mother, 

Wheat is her name? A Betsey Posey, 

Can you gO back any further? A. She wasa daughter of John 
Pos@y. 

Can you go back to Jinnie Ann Byde® A@ No, sir, 

Whom did Betsey Posey marry? A. John Graig. 

And your father Jim Craig was one @f their ohil dren’ Ae Yes, st 

Did Betsey Posey claim through her father or mother? A, Fer 
father, 

Wrat was her father's name? A, John Posey. ' 

Whom did John Posey claim Choctaw blood through A. I:don't 
know, 4 

Did John Poseyever live in the State of Vississi ppi or in 
Alabama? A TI think so, 

Q Wat proof have you. that John Posey lived in the old Chectaw Na- 
tion in Missi ssippf or Alabama? A, I don't know, 

Qe Do you know of any of your Choctaw ancestors who lived in the 
old Choctaw Nation in 1°30 sand hada family there then? A, 
‘No, -str, 

Are you related to Oliver K, Posey A. Yes, sir, 

How related? A, Fe is my third cousin, 

Do youwant toe have this application made by you considered 
under the ‘head of the application of Oliver K, P*sey, and 
all other relatives who claim from the same cormen ancestor? 
A. Yes, sir, 

- Will you now @howte the Commissicn how you claim through the 
Same anoestoras Oliver K. Posey; please trace your encéstry 
back tO. some ancestor who will be the same one under which 
he claimy? A, My father was Retsy Peosey's son; and Betsy 
Po sey WAs a dauchter of John Posey anda tousin of Warren 
Posey, 

How @re Warren Posey and Tohn Posey related to Oliver F, Posey}; 
can you shew that’ A. No, sir, 

Dida ny of.your Choctaw ancentors own any improvements on lands 
in Misesi@d ppi or Alabama in 1830? A. I don’t. know. 
aS fs > FO Men . A ’ = é : AeTe in MIsseis 
or Alabam under article fourten of the treaty of 1830° A. 

I don?t Iméw, 

Da any of your Choctaw ancestors gO within six months after 
the ratification of the treaty ef 1830 to the United States 
Indian Agent, Col, William Ward, ané tell him they wanted te 
stay in Missiem ppi, take lands there, and become citizens of 
the States? A,. I°don't mow. 

Q. Did my of your Choctaw ancestas co with the other Iniians whe 
‘Went frem. the old Cho gt aw wation cast ef th BS 9aesi5p4 
River te the Cheotaw sy head, Leeien Territery, betwen 1836 


a .. 





ae AH ahee whe remained tk Mississippd and =, . 
Weaty Of: 1850 wan. ratified were required, if... 
eageel the’ previsiony ef article fourteen. 
ED: Reqs at «months. after the treaty 
ma States Tiidian Agent ‘amd signify their 
NG, Saxmang lands ard becoming oltizens: #f, the. - 
at many Chectew Indians, did this whose imme Cel, Wil- 
Mperd, the United States Tndtan Agent, failed to put \spon hie 
eranown as Ward's Register,|(Rie heeleat to de thts oawed 6 
_ om Many Chéctaw Indians in Wisel se ppt to lose beth their lané 
~ and op, Sabha fer both were taken from than by the geverrimert 
and #01d at its public land saleg.. This caused 80 many complaints 
m ofg the Indians that in 1837, by an act of Congress of that: year 
®@' commission was appointscd which wagt. § Nisei ast 1 and feard colai-x 
ants under article f ourtean of the tre ty of 1830. In 1642 con} 


prese: by an act ef August 25 of that ‘year ap: pointed another cem- 

mission fer t’e same purpose, and this commission alse heard claim- 

“Sats under article fourteen of the treaty of 1830. Beth commisal ons 
“made lists of such nameses appeared before then. 


Q, De you know if y@eur ancestors, any of them, appeared before 
Gither of the se commissions and. made claim te benefits under 
articlefofrteen of the treaty of 1830 A. I dott knew. 

Q- Did any of your Chectaw ancestors ‘néceive any: #erip frem. the 
Gevernment which entitled them to -seleot Tanie from the..govers 

Ment lands in Mississippi, Alabama, Louisiana, or Arkansas 
to take the place of Lands which had been taken from them by 
the government andsold?.Ai I don't know, . 

Q. This scrip was issued underauthority of thé act of Congress ef 
August 23, 1842, tee 

Q. Do you speak or understand the Choctaw language? A. No, ir, 

Q. Is there anything mere yu want to Bay now in suppert ef your 
application? A. No, sir. 


Here. L. P. Hudgwn, attorney for applicant, asks that thirty 
days be allowed in which to file written evidence in support of 
this a pplication, 


Motion ds allowed by the Cormission. 


This applicant has the appearance and physical character- 
istics of being descended from white parents; she has medium dark 
complexion, brown eyes, and hair vhich is now somewhat eray, but 
wae formerly black, She does not understand the Chee aw language 
and has no knowledge of any compliance on the part of her ancesters 
with any of the provisions of article fourteen of the treaty of 1830, 


S. A. Apple, being duly sworn, states that as stenogra- 
pher to the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes he reported 
the foregoing procegdings on May 19, 1902; and that the fersgoing 


hf ban 


*) + 
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x Of (lta 
Subscrite d and. gworn to before me yt 28th day of May, 1902, 
bart, KK, Se 
Netary blic. 


to the best of his knowledge and ability. 





paribik MyOsR, 8608 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, avril 15, 1905, 


Hanoy I, Wall, 
Gook, Oklahoma Territory, 


Deer Medam; - 
You ape hereby advised that on the 15th day of April, 
1903, the Conmiasion to the Five Givilised tribes rendered a de+ 
cision in the Consolidated case of Henry Ny Posey, et Al,» onbrap~ 
ing the following applications for identification as Mississippi 


Choct awa: 


Henry HN, Posey M.CsR. 5618 
Sarah Mathis, et al, MeCyR, 5276 
Ligzie Harger, et al, Ne5.R, 5639 
Varner WwW Mathis Me Cah, 5687 
Andrew Mathis M,O6aR, 5638 
Sallie Nichols, et ai, MeGeR, 6640 
Oliver K, Posey, et al, MoCoRy 5272 
Sarah Etta Moore, et al, MeC,R, 8602 
Mary V,. Dear, et al, M.0,R. 5601 
Susan Etiie akiniey, st ai, MsOeR, 5605 
William 6, Posey My6,R, 8604 
Mattie L, Cates, et al, MsOyRy 5599 
Penola V, Cates MsO,R, 5600 
Mary piso et al, M.GeR. 4969 
Maggie -Kuy Ol, et al, MsOeRs 5020 
Alva MoDougai MsGsRy 8022 
2 a U.C,R, 5022 

N, Adoook, at al, M,Oek, 4970 
Clementine Fish, at ai, Mg GoRy 5016 
Maggie Johnston, et al, M.O,R, 5017 








Stephen A, Fish 
a MeGyR, 5019 





Elijah Ay Posey, et ai, MeGoR, 5615 
Yanoy A, Posey MsGgRy 6617 
Nancy I, ° Wull MeSeRy 5605 
Rosezetie Cherry, st al, MeCeRe 5606 
lalla Reardon, et al, MyG,R, 5620 





vVanoy I, Null, -—-2 


These applications were made under the provision of the 


aot of Congress of June 28, 1898 (30 State.» 495), which is as 


follows: 


"Said Comualss 


identity of oh 
lands under fourteen of the treaty between the United 


States and the Shoeta Fation, concluded Sentembear twenty 
phe pa eighteen hundred and thirty, and to thet end may 
administer oaths, examine witnesses and perform all other 
ects necessary thereto, and wake report to the 8eerestary of 


the Interior,* 
Said decision concludes as ?Pollowa: 


"It is therefore the opinion of this Commission that 
the evidence herein is ineufficient to determine the identity or 
lienry Ny Posey, Sarah Mathie, Yalter cienn Mathie, Lisste Hargor, 
Lawrence Hargor, Clarence Harg v, Darven Ihrgar, Varner ¥, Yathis, 
‘ndrew Mathis, “allie Nichols, Lorenn Mishols, Oliver kK, Posey, 
Oliver K, Posey, Jr.,5 Traatah 7, Poneys Bulah FE, Posey, Bracey i, 
Posey, Dovey H. Poser, Hanryhg, Posey, clarence Posey, Slmudie 
Perey, Sarah Etta Moore, Laura Ve Moore, Ollio Pranklin Moore, 
Flvin ¥inelow Moore, wary ¥, Dear, Minnle Lonora Dear, Villian 
Leonard Doar, Zulah Near, Andrew Wesley Dear, Josie Dear, Susan 
Ettie MoKinley, Homer H, MoKinley, William o, Posey, Hattie 1, 
Cates, Mansel Gates, Penola V, Cates, Mary MoDougal, Prank F, 


Ho Douga 4 Al. Mageie <uykendol, tyre KuyKendol 
Vous da, MAES, Mg pougal. | KuyKendol, Alva MoDougal, Homer Hy 


ke Dougal, Naney Flien McDougal, Rte v C7] 

Adcook, Clementine Fieh, Fillies Fish, droven org Jann wee 

i110 Johnetons seapeee qemnatems hianie Johnet ons Peart ashnaton, 

rinaer A NBTONs Stephen A, Fish, Neud Hull, Elijah a, Posey, 

on * Frosey, Seburn 1, Posey, Nary A, Posey, Sarah Vv, Posey, 

chonee As Posey, Marion F, Porey, Valter Le Ponay, Charlear ¥,. 

hades Ey Pornay, Leroy og Poney, Yancey A, Posey, Nanoy I 

he 1, Rosesetie Cherry, arthur Lee cherry, Roy cherry, ageie . 

Taabelle Cherry, Hinnie Frances cherry, Lula Reardon, Jameg 

Reardon and Charles Reardon as Choctaw Indians cntitied to rights 
Dbrovisions of said artiole fvintses 

d-—and ty, ant that the aprlica- 


S ror their ident rf ay : J 
in: 0 anderen ntification ag such should be refused, and it 





Hanoy Ie Milly <5 


You axe rurthey ‘advised Shat you will be allowed fittean 
Gays fyom the date’ hereot within whioh to file arguments in this 
La gna DT 
onde, together with much ermumunte will ve feawarted to ‘The seine 
tery of the Interior through the oemmtsstenar of Indian lrg. 


= 


Lane Dinky. 


Chaienen, 











M.C.R. 5605, 
COPY. 


Indian Territory, December 11, 1903, 


You are hereby notified that on the s0th day of Noven- 
ber, 1903, the Seeretary of the Interior affirmed the deeision 
Of this Conmission refusing the applications for identification 
&6 Mississippi Chootaws of the several pernons included in the 
@onsolidated case of Henry x, Posey et al., of which deoision 
you were advised by registered mail on the 15th day of April, 
1903. 

Respectfully, 


¢ . 
Lame Bix 
Chairman, ~ 








MAY 19 1902 
Nie Maney hit 
Age 43 Blood the 


Post-Office, Gad. Os 


ce a a, 
Metre Dryng e. Rove tL4 


Claims through 





4 
Stenographer eS A OR pte 
eY. 4 . 





(AR pects tie Chex ry 
See MGR 5618 











i the Interior. 
5 asia 1s . Pave Civilised er ibes. 


Imakigee, t.%, May 19) 1902, 


In the matter of the: a40n of Ronexetie Gherry for the 
ident ifidgtion of herself: for or ohildren, Arthur Lee, 
Rey, Magii¢ Isabelle and. wants ‘yrances | , &8, Mississippi Choo- 


L,P.Hudson, attly-fer ‘appldcant. 


ae 


Rosexe¢ie Gherry being duly sworn testified as follows: 
Exawination by the Gémmission: 


What is your name? A Rosezetie Cherry; R-0o-s-e~-z-e-+t-i-¢, 

How old are you? A PS pera four. 

What. is your post .@ffioe ein bf A Maud, Okahoma. 

How long have you Lived there I have been there a little over 
ten years. 

Q Where did you live before that? A Chickasaw. 

Indian Territory? A Yew sir. 

In the’ Ghickasaw Nation? A Yes sir. 

How long did you live in the Chitkasaw Nation? A About two years 
Where did you live before that? A ar sas. 

Were you born in Arkansas? A Yes sir. 

Remember the placg?A. Washington Qeunty, 

Is. your father living? A No sir,” 

Is your mother. aiying? A Yes a 

What was your father's name? A Billy Dr innen(attorney spelie it). 


DLHLHO 


SOALLAL LO 








Our mother’s name? a ey I. Wull. 
Thet. is her present married nay ot at? A Yos sir. 
cg ny tee ree or taba your eb rig “death? A Xs eit, 

you sc eugh your fat oF mother? A Mo T. 
Ho® timéh Chootaw blood do you olaim? A .{hirty second, 

your niother ever been: red ised as &@ @hoctaw Indian or en- 
rolled as:@ne by either the Chodtaw tribal, authorities or the author- 
ities ef tie United States in the Indian ferritery? A é sir. 


a 


@BAaDO 





Are you marriea@? A Yes sir, 

Is your husband living? A Yes sir, 

White man or Choctaw Indian? A White man, 

What is his name? A J.W, Cherry. 

You don't make any claim for him? A Wo sir, 

How many children have you under age and unmarried- A I have 


LoL LAO 


§ 


What is the name of the oldest? A Arthur Lee Cherry, 

How old is Arthur? A I believe he is seven years old in November. 
Now six, is he? A Yes gir, 

The next? A Roy Cherry, 

How old is Roy? A Pive years old, 

The next? A Maggie Isabelle. 

Q How old is Maggie? A Three years old, 

Q The next? A Minnie Frances; will be two years old soon; is one 
now, 

Q You claim for yourself and children, do you? A Yes sir, 

Q Is J.W.Cherry the father of these children? A Yes sir, 

Q Are you and he living together as husband and wife? A Yes sir, 

Q Were either you or your husband married before you married each 
other? A Wo sir, 

Q@ Is your name on any of the tribal rolls of the Ghoctaw Nation in 
the Indien Territory ? A. No sir, 

Q Heve vou ever made application for citi senship in the @hoctaw 
Nation for yourself or any of your children to the @hoctaw tribal 
authorities in the Indian Territory? A No sir, 

Q Have you ever made application for citizenship in the Ghootaw Na- 
tion for yourself or any of your children to the Dawes Gonmission 
under the act of Congress of June 10, 18967 A Wo sir, 

Q Hav e you ever been admitted with your children to citizenship 

in the Choctaw Nation by either the Choctaw tribal authorities, the 
Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes or the United States Court 
in Indian Territory? A No sir. 

Q Is this the first application for yourself and ohildren for citi- 
zenship in the Choctaw Nation to any authority whatever? A Yes sir, 
Q Do you now come before the Commission to be enrolled-- identified 
with your children as Mississippi Choctaws? A Yes sir, 

Q Do you claim under article fourteen of the treaty of 18307 

A Yes sir, 

Q Do you understand that article? A No, 


PeaLLBAaAN 


The treaty of 1830 was made between the United States Government 
and the Choctaw Indians at a place called Dancing pabbit Creek in 
Mississippi on the 27th day of September, that year, and it was made 

. ~ 24 nO tm “ “ 9 5 S Ca G a LsuLOO a 
Indians who lived in the old @hoctaw Nation to the @hoctaw Nation, 
Indian Territory, Before the treaty was signed it became known that 
a@ good many Choctaw Indians would not go to the @Ghectaw Wation,in 
Indian Territory, and in order to protect the interests of those 
Indians who stayed back there in the old Nation article fourteen 
was put into the treaty. The treaty was signed, and, afterwards on te 
24th day of February, 1831, was ratified, It reads ae follows: "Each 
Ghoctaw head of a femily being desirous to remain and become a citi- 
gen of the States shall be permitted to do so by signifying his in- 
tention to the agent within six months from the ratification of this 





-3- 


treaty, and he or she shall thereupon be entitled te a reservation 
of one section of six huntred ne forty acres of land, to be bounded 
by sectional lines of survey; in’ 1dke manner ghall be entitled to 
one half that quantity for each uhmarried ehild whioh is living with 
him over ten years of age, and « quarter ad ek to such child as 
may be under ten years of age, to adjoin location of the parent. 
If they reside upon sada jands intending te become Gitiszens of the 
States for five years after the ratification ef this treaty in thet 
oase a grant in fee Simple shall issue. Seid reservation shall in- 
Clude the present improvement of the head of the ghee, | or a portion 
of it, Persons who claim under this article shall not lose the privi- 
lege of a @hoctaw citizen but if they ever remove are net to be nen- 
titled to any portion of the Choctaw annuity," 


Q Did any ef your @hoctaw ancestors comply or attempt to comply 
with any of the provisions of that. artiole of that treaty? A I don't 
know, ge 

Q What is the name of your ancestor through whom you, @lain your 
right to be identified as a Missisaippi Choctaw? A John Posey I 
reckon, 

Q Who was John Posey? A He was my great grandmother's father 1 
reckon, 3 

Q John Posey; what was his wife's mame? A I don't know, 

Q What relation is John Posey to you, did you say? A He was my 
great grandmother's father I. reckon, 

Q He would be your great great grandfather, wouldn't he? A I 
guess s0, 

Q@ Did he live in Mississippi in 1830 or in Alabama in the old 
Choctaw Nation? A Yes sir, 

Q Where did he live;- in Mississippi or Alabama? A Mississippi I 
think, 

Q In the year 1830- that's seventy two years ago? A I don't know, 

Q@ Did he or any of your Ghoctaw ancestors live in that Old Choct cw 
Nation there in Mississippi or Alabama in 1830 and were they heads 
of families there then, do you know? A YI dontt know, 

Q Are you rlated to Oliver K. Posey? A = dentt know, Yes sir, 

Q He has made application to be identified 48 @ Mississippi Choctaw, 
hasn't he? A Yes sir. 

Q How are you related to Oliver K, Posey? A His fourth cousin, 

Q Gan you trace your ancestry back to @ point where you can show 
your common ancestry with your relative, Oliver K, Posey? A TI don't 
know; I guess not, 


(Attorney for applicant says she Will-introduce Mr. Posey in 
this case and the one preceding to prove that point.) 





common ancestor; who 
you? A The older ones, 
ple in the family? A Yes sir, 
go that you really claim relationship with Oliver K, Posey, do 
you? A Yes sir, 
. But are unable to trace out the kin-ship just at present? A Yes 
sir, 
@ Would you like to have the testimony given in the case of Oliver 
K. Posey and others who Claim through the same common ancestor pro- 





ote 


viding, you do claim through the same common ancestor considered 
with your case? A Yes sir. 


for the purpose of consolidation the case of Oliver K. Posey, 
5271 is here referred to. 


Q@ pid.any of your Choctaw ancestors ew or olaim any land in Miss- 
leatpei or Alabama in 183507 under arti¢le fourteen of that treaty? 
A I don't know, 

pid ety of your Choctaw ancestors ewn any improvenents on land in 
Mississippi or Alabama in the old @hectaw yation in 18507 A I don't 
know, — 
q pia any of your Choctaw ancestors within six months after the 
ratifieation of te treaty of 1830 goto the United States Indian 
agent, @ol,ward,, and tell him that they wanted to stay in Mississ- 
ippi, take land there and become citizens of the States? A I don*t 
know, 
q . pid any of your Choctaw ancestors 0 with the other Indians from 
the Choctaw Nation in Mississippi or Alabama to the @hoctaw Nation, 
Indian Territory betweeen 183535 to 1838? A I don't know, 


The Choctaw Indians who remained in the old Ghoctaw Nation after 
the treaty of 1830 was ratified refusing toe go to the Choctaw Nation 
Indian Territory with the other Indians under the treaty were re~ 
quired if they wanted totake advantage of article fourteen of that 

gtreaty to go to the United States Indian agent, Col.ward, within six 
“months after the ratification of the treaty of 1850 and tell him 
that they wanted to stay in Mississippi, take land there and become 
eitizens of the States. A good many Indians did this whose names 
Gol,Ward failed to put upon his list known as Ward's Register, and 
his failure to do this caused many Indians who held land in Mississ- 
ippi or Alebama in the old Choctaw Nation upon which they had i m 
provements to lose both; they were both taken from. them by the Gov- 
ernment and sold at Public Land Sale. This caused s0 many complaints 
among the Choctaw Indians that in {837 by an act appr oved Mareh 3, 
that year, Congress appointed & Conmission which went to Mississippi 
and heard claimants under article fourteen of that treaty. In 1842 
under an act app oved August 23, that year, Congress appointed anoth- 
er Gommigssion which went to Mississippi and heard Claimants under 
that article, 





@ pid any of your Choctaw ancestors go belvte er—ofthees is 
Commissions and claim any benefits as Choctaw Indians under article 
fourteen of the treaty of 18307 A I don't know, 


The act of Congress apy oved August 235, 1842, provided that if 
anv @hoct aw Indian proved his claim under article fourteen of the 
Akt PAF tae tat HA pyrene ans ch de Riz wad 


te: 


M14) A t-heanhProtr? . 


whe \ 





“ee 


treaty of inst tnd de Lt Purthe® Appeared that We hae forkerty” had 


‘Misal séippd whieh the Government had taken and’ sold that he 2 ‘ 


shoule be entitled to select. land in Minst seippi, Alabane, Arkansas 
or Latin aka tobe pened: Pag x 9g lab cae tal land and that cer~ 
tiffoktes to het effect should be. given to him; these gertif ioates 
, were called ser ips s ’ 

“psa any of your Ghost aw anoss tons ‘reeeivé any such sorip from the 
ovyernment. os Bhoe tar Indiens? A I don't khow, 
Q Do. you speak the Ghoctaw lancuage? A Wo sir. 
q \yave you any ether ¢vidence you want to introdues now? A No sir, 


(Here &.P Hudson, attorney’ for applicant, aske leave to file 
written orto within thirty days from this date. Motion ig 
grated, ASS a le i 


. 


Q@ Anything further you want to say? A Ne sir. 


This applicant has the appearance end physical oraracteriatics of 
being descended from white parentage;sdark complexion, brown syes 
and dark hair; she has no knowledge of the Choctaw. language md no 
knowledge of the compliance on the part of her ancestorm with any 
of the provisions of article fourteen of the treaty of “1836, 


Henry G. Hains being sworn on his. oath states that as stenographer 
to the Gommission to the Five Civilized fribes he reported in full 
the proodedings had in the hove entitled oause on May 19, 1902, and 
that thie is°a full, true and gerrect transoript of his stenographic 


notes in -@aid cause on said date, 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 2Y day of May, 1902, 





rt Ea, Sle 


Notary Public, 





¢ oe 
© BOPY. meen, oe 


Muskegee, Indien Territory, April 16, 1603, 


Ronowetie Onerry, 

Mendy Okiahoma Territory y 
Dear Medien a ae 
You are here by advised that on the isth aay of april, 
1908, °$he Dommission to the Five Oi¥ilined tribes venders’ a Ao 
Cision in the consolidated ones of lettiy Hy Pontyy #4 Aly»: enbiraa 
‘ing the following ayplicttions tur tdentifiostion ae Kisslesipns 
Cheat awat 


Henry By Posey Me CeRe 
Sarah Mathie, et al, Na Ca Re 
Ligale Harger, ¢t al, MeO gRe 
Warner Ws Mathis MgO, Ry 
Andrew: Mathie MeG eRe 
Saidie Nichols, et al, Mg O_Ry 
Oliver K, Posey, et al, MeGaRy 
evang Etta ene et al, No toie 5602 
a, one 
if Pores: hopeintee. ot. Aly Hed, Ry 
wetite L C». Posey Me GeRe 
ahr bss et al, « Ma Sas 
Ve Cater My Oe Ry 


ae ecg ot al, MaGghs 
Nageie markeniots et’at, . Mtatat 
Alva. MoDotgal Ne GgRe 
Homer Hs: MeDougal, et al, MeO, Ry 
pps ee Nyx Adgook, ot Als Me eRe 
Fish, ot Al, Me OaRy 
laget e rig eg at al, MéQeR, aay 
hen ian eet MaOeR,. 5O 
MyOeR, BLS 
wien ae As PoRey, otal, MeGaR, 5628 
Yammy ¢ Posey MgGsRy BELT 
Nonetak Wail Me Gah, 5605 
tet le + ot al, MeG,Re 508 
Gly MoO.Re 5880. 














Rosesetic Cherry, ~-2 


These applications were made under the provision of the 


act of Congress of June 28, 1898 (30 state., 485), which is as 


follows: \ 


"Raid Conmission shall nave authority to determine the 
identity of Ghoctaw Indians Claiming rights in the Chootew 
lands under article fourteen of the treaty between the United 
States and the.choctaw Nation, conoluded September twenty~ 
seventh, eighteen hundred and thirty, and to that end may 
administer oaths, examine witnesses and perform all other 
acts necessary thereto, and make report to the Secretary of 
the Interior, ® 


Raid decieion concludes ag follows: 


"It is therefore the opinion of this Commission that 
the evidence herein in insufficient to determine the identity of 
Henry N. Posey, Sarah Mathis, Walter Glenn Mathis, Ligz1e Harger, 
hewrence Harger, Clarence Harger, Darven Hargor, Warner ¥, Mathis, 
Andrew Mathis, Sallie Nichols, Lorena Nichols, Oliver K, Posey, 
Oliver K,. Posey, JP., Isaiah T, Posey, Rulah E. Posey, Gracey M, 
Posey, Dovey M. Posey, Henry H. Posey, Clarence Posey, Claudie 
Posey, Sarah Etta Moore, Laura V. Moore, Ollie Franklin Moore, 
Elvin Winslow Moore, Mary V. Dear, Minnie Lenora Dear, William 
Leonard Dear, Zulanh Dear, Andrew Wesley Dear, Josie Dear, Susan 
Ettie MeKinley, Homer H, MoKinley, William oc, Posey, Mattie 1, 
Cates, Mansel Cates, Penola Vv. Cates, Kary McDougal, Frank F, 
MoDougal, Magnus McDougal, Maggie Kuykendol, tyre Kuykendol, 
Willie May Kuykendol, Jessie Kuykendol, Alva MoDougal, Homer H, 
icDougal, Maney Ellen MoDougal, stephen x. Adoook, John Pinkney 
Adcock, Clementine Fishy Willie Fish, Grover Cleveland Fish, 
Mamie Myrtle Fish, Maggie Johnston, Mamie Johnston, Pearl Johnston, 
Willie Johnston, stephen A, Fish, Maud Hull, Tlijah A. Posey, 
EFibpert G. Posey, Seburn L, Posey, Mary A, Posey, Sarah V. Posey, 
Thomas A. Posey, Marion F, Posey, Walter L,. Posey, Charles yw, 
Posey, Josey i, Posey, Leroy. McQ Posey, Yancy A, Posey, Nanoy I, 
Null, Rosezetie Cherry, Arthur Lee cherry, Roy Cherry, Maggie 





Isabelle Cherry, 





‘ , 
Reardon and Charles Reardon ar Chootaw Indians entitled to rights 
in the Choctaw lania under the provisions of said article fourteen 
of the treaty of eizhteen hunired and thirty, and that the applica- 
tions for their identification as such should be refused, and it 
is so ordered, * 
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“te of Yh "tnbenter” brroudh the béimtspiotior of Indien Affaire, 


aa 


Reapesttni iy, 


SB)QNED) 


Tats Bixby, 2 


Chairman, 








M.C.R. 5606, 
COP?. 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, December 11, 1903, 


Rosesetie Cherry, 
Maud, Oklshom, 
Dear Madan; 

You are hereby notitied Wat on the 30th day of Noven- 
ber, 1903, the Seeretary of the Interior arrirmneda the deeision 
of this Jonmission refusing the applidations for identifisation 
@s Mississippi chootaws of the several persons ineluded in the 
eonsolidated case of Henry ¥. Posey et al, of which decision 
you were advised by registered mail.on the 15th day of april, 
i903, 

Respectfully, 


¢ ADS aatnan 
Tame pe LX - fond 
Ohairman, 








- , 5606 


For tdentification as a Mississippi Choctaw... 


MAY 19 1902 
vomthesezeb Fete 

e Qyx— Plot gy 
Post-Offics o Maud, Oa, 


Father 


Mother Pe 








Choctaw MAR 5607 
Dohn Goodall 
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» 2 ese oy ee OerEare, 
CMa estos TO THe PvE OTVILIZED TRIES, 


Ath cae me See ae oe wo oo ae 


In the matter ef the application of John Goedall, et 
Sir, for identifications Mississippi Ghectaws, M6 R 560%, 


See wwe ew wee 
List of papers forwarded to the Secreta y of the Inte rior, 
embracing the record in the case of John Goodall, et al. 


ee ewee Gown wee 


Page. 


Original applieation of John Goodall, #t als, 
before the Coamigsion, at Colbert, Ind« 
ian Yerritory, June 16, 1900, for identifi- 
ation as Migoiseipp? ChOethwe,ercisccccrecccecs a 


Decision of the Comnission refusing the, 
application ef John Goodall, «3 ale, fer 
identifieation as Mississippi Cheetaws, 

dated September 8, BOOS y adccndoocnnrveccccececese 


Letter ef the Geumission to Jehn Goodall, 
inelesing ite GORIBL OR, co vdovdccocccscccceveecee 


Return register receipt of Jehn Goodmligesssses. 6 


letter ef John Hy Goodall, addressed te 
the Comm Daley oo crrecracceccccvercrcveccecssccs 7 


Hotice of the Geunission to John Goodall, et al., @ 
Return register receipt of Jehn Goodall, cavccece 20 


Affidavit of George D, Geedall and 
Anlty DOMMBALg aancccenedorecgcciccosescseveccscee a2 


Original application ef Jehn Goodall, et *s 
waters Sie heres donekeine for identifinatios 
ae Migsiseippi Gheetars, dated May 20, e¥ece 2B 
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oe Taylor Br BPOPy 9s - <9 -nendverehedeowensdend ons 28. 
ad ré of John 8 x 
‘Set ana iw 2 tephoe eur Rees a9 
use: 


‘gebdon : 
lena hf beat de COURNCAT «0 
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‘beeen sa teen sae Pieshen, 


Colbert y. i A atey 


Ci i tne make oft the: wlio ston. of. Jotinaebdel 1 ror tno ene 
roi lnent ‘af Bd and One 6htid es Chectaws by blood, and for the 
crane eee © wife as am adntermerried Choctaw; eing sworn and 
examined’ Was Chairman BiEPy s hé. testified ae follora: 


Q -. What Pi your. hame?. x John Goodall, 

Q What 1s:your eget § K-60" 

Q What. is: your post office’ addye six? &: Velma,. I. Ts 

Q How dong have you-Jived in the Indien Territory? A This is my 
14th year. 

Q Have you beén living nere‘alithe tim for 14 years f A Yos, 
gir, this has bean my hore for 18 years, 

6 Have you heen living here for 14. years? A I have been ot 
at, work but. my home has been here all the time. 

O° Where. have you been during the past two years? A’ In:‘the Chose 
taw Nation. 

Q Have: you beén living there all ths tim? A No, sir, not all 
the time, I have taken some work on that. Rock Island road. 

Q. Where did you live before you.came to the Territary? A ook 
County, Texas. 

Q Mere. aid yo. live-before that? A I lived in Grayson County, 
. Zexas Pome, 

Q. How many years did you live. in texas? A I lived in fexes in 
all I gress*about: 22 years. 
Where dia you.live before you moved to Texas? A Arkansas. 
Where ware yon born? A Butler Sounty Kentnuoky . 
What is the mane of your father? . A Charties Goodall. 
Is he Living? A. Wo, sir. 
Was he a. Ghoctew Indian? A Wry: ine ea, Was a white men. 
What is the mame of-your mother?’ A. Harriett Goodall, 
Ts. ste living? A No, sir. 
Was she a Choctaw Indian? A Yes, sir. 
What. proportion of Choctaw blood did she claim to have? A’ 1lfte 
Was her name eyver on the Choctaw Tribal rolls? A I dontt knw 
whe ther °it was or not. 

Q Was she ever recognized by the Tribal authorities as a Choetew 
Indian? A I think not. 

Q. What proportionmof Choctaw blood do you claim to have? A BE 

Q. Has your mame ever been on the Choctaw Tribal rolls? A “Noy is 

Q. Have you ever been recognized by the Tribal mithorities as 
being a Choctaw Indien? A Wo, sir. 

Q Did you.ever apply to the "ri bal authorities for enroliment as 

a Choctaw Indian? A ‘This is the first tim I éver made applicas 
Hion to anybody. I wanted to meet them, but I didn't pet in. 

Q Who-did you want to meet? A I. applied at Pauls Valley. 

Q To mest the Dawes Commissiont A Yes, sir. 

Q Did you ever make application to the Tribal authorities, to 
the indian authorities? A: Not. any authorities. 

Q Who did you ever apply to? A I didn’t apply to anybody ont 
esas of my lawyers. 

Ou didn ADD 1s awe onmmi ss rn rn 895 

: Noy sir, 

Q And this ie the first time you have ever had a hearing pefere 
this Commiesion?:.. A Yes, str. 

Q Are you ‘married? A Yes, sir. 

make any claim on behalf of your wife? A Yes 
“ag: rou Glaim her to be? A A White woman, I ohadn hee or 


a hér to. be a white woman by maxriage? A 198 in- 
teem? 1 elain. 
‘ime aie/8 me by marriage ; what is her nemet 
ae Th | My, 


, ‘ P . Os be 


Q 
Q 
4 
. 
g 
Q 
Q 
« 
Q 





How old is ahe? A She de 86 years 61d, 
What 18 thé namé’ of. her father? A. le @. Cudtig, 
Ts Me living? A Yes, atx. - 
What is the name of her mther? A I don't imnow her Given nang. 
ts she living? 4 NO, eir. 
Under what law did you wa rry? A Under the laws or the United 
States, , 
Q Where? A I married 6 miles eant’ Of Oklsh@ie City the last 
time; T: have Heen married twice. 
Q You are claiming @ily for your present wire? A That ds all, 
£0t a som by 
Q. DO you with to ore 
evidence? , 
Q What a 
wife? 
Q 


A Her mame vag Taylor Goodall, 
A Taylor Bray. 
A Yes, sir. 

18 there any additional statement in: regard to your CaBpé you 

like to maie at thie timet A No, gir, I suess not. 
Q Where does this poy livetr; A He lives with m. 
Q His post office address the same sa yours? A Yes, sir. 
Q Hap he been living with you always?) “A Yes, #ir, . 
Q Have you any Papers youwould like to file? A Im have Zot 

my attorneys hera, 


By Mr. J. Pe Mien: wWho do ym claim you CHectaw ena hi ck asta 
blood from? A From my mother, a 

Q What was her meiden nerme? A Her maiien nane was Malone, 

Q Who does she claim her blood through? “A Her mother and. 
father, 

Q Who were they? A Billy Malone and Sallie Malone, 

Q Do you now who,Sallie Malone was before she married Billy 
Malone ? A She was a Weatherhead, 

Q Where do they live? A In. Tennesseé. 

Q. Were they Choctaw or Chickasaw indians? A MY frandmother rag 
& Chickasawz, 

Q The Weatherhead? A Yes,,sir. 

Q And she was born and raised and liwdd ana died where? A In 
Tennessee. 

Q Did your peopte all, your ancestors, come fram Yenne ssee ? 

A Yes, sir, and they moved over into Kentuaky. 

Q ANd there is where you were born? A Yes, sir, 

Q. Why is it you haven '"¢ made application before to this Com~ 
mission? A It is because I haven't been able, I have been told 
that finally they would com around; a good while ago when I first 
came here and claimed a rights 

Q When you came here Several years azo you cam here in good faith 
to establish your rirht? A Yes, sip 





E TOOK Up a place and improved it? <A Yes, sir, 


xthwkx yeux 
Q You, took up 2 place snd tupreved it? a Yes, sir, 
Q Andthat w oF tha you never applied, that 
liying on it end was told that before 
nt they would could around? 
A That I would ‘get it without being out any money, 
Commissioner BEXby: Who to1a you thet%: A Just th: general run 
of people hare, 
Q dust the zeneral run of people that were claiming thems el vee 
to ye indiatia- but were net recogiimad? A think they were rec ognige 
. * " * atiaget p08 i i “ iy og he " 


MULL LOT) 3 ‘ Pe ats eso a. § fen * " ¢ PD Ne 





Heit wooaad =a. be ae 


Hon? A Ehewen'+ been able to ene ¢ ds one thitie, os 
You now watit to Reve, en ng Your marriage eee Paps 
atet A Yen, Mir, TF told him mit overs: 5./ roe 
@ Under what law or treatish @ “Sy | a richtt kT don't 
‘Know wheat a rt: en lax. ay 


Commissioner Bazby: Your .enyvollment ‘and the enrollment of. 
your son as Chootaw indians by. Blood, ,and the. enroliment of your wife 


en # Choctaw by intermarriage, ts refused fer. the reason that your name 


Rey the name of your wite or of your child deés: not appear. upon the 


‘\: Adal rolls of the Choctaw Nation now in’ the possesciom of ‘this dom 


', Mission, and for the additional reason that teither you on your wife 
| @f @hiid have ever been recognized by the Choctaw Nation, GF ty the 
Asefully constituted authorities-of said Nation, a citisend; and - 
panther you nor your wife nor your chilé were admitted to citizenstip 
is the Choctaw Nation by the dommigsion to the Mve Ctvilized Tribes 
Acting wnder the jay of dune 10, 1696, or by 4 judment of the Untied 
Btates Court in the Indien Terrtory. 
; You will be pomitted to file additional evidence in the form 
‘Of statements, affidavits, or other proper. papers, which will be ac- 
eepted by this Commigsion and transmitted to the Honorable, Secretary 
ef the Interior for his consideration when the rolls of the citizens 
ef the Choctaw Nation are sent to: him for final approval. 


remem) 


Bruce 6. Ja@1es, being duly, sworn, says that av senographer to 
the Commission te the Five Civiliged Tribes, he reported thé testimony 
of the above names Witness, and that the foregoing is a Pull». tme and 
eorrect translation of his stenographic notea's 





wz. 4 pagpac ; 
Sworn to and sthsoribed. before m this the sad any 
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(kh, 6i5 transferred to 0 Ri: bagdind | 


.% 


Inthe matter of the application of John @eseall, for t he ‘Sens, 
eas ation of himself and his minor Sees ee ¥,: Goodall, as 


ai alia vee. 


Livy 7 F 
te 


Bo. attorney represénting’ appitoant. 


. fokn Goodall being first duly eworn ! thatified as follows; 


{Poa 


Exadination by thb ‘Comins Lon 3 


“f 


-Q “it rr your tani? A’ John Goodall ; Bid naiaie AS 1. 
Q what is your age?.A I think I am forty seven wears on the 1th 
of last: yaroh,’’ , 

Q@ Wat is. your powt: office address? A Velma, Indian Territory, 

Q. How Long huve ‘yeu‘lived at Velma? A I have been in that vicinity 
about 14 of 15 years there and close to Pearl, 

Q Be en in the. fndian Territory forthe Inst two years, have you? 

A Yes, fourteen years,” - 

Q Where did you. live’ before~? A: Cook County Texas. 

q Ser you Lived ‘tn Graygon County, elso?, A Yes sir. 

> Payor Lived tei texae about twa yeare? A Yessir, 

» ® Whire were you dorn? ‘A In Ken 4: and want from there to 
Tennessoe where I was raised father ‘Qie@ tn Ay hare es 
| Did you, go to Arkenbas? A Dy ieibi fie 

Je your father Jiving? A is ate 
de your mother? Ao sit. Died: Bednerrttie. : 
Your father's neue wes Charles 7A Yes sir. 
‘was your méther's name? A sont 
rae ehedin through your mother? A bigs eir, 
ow mmoh Chocew blood do bd wean ee oy kat tg my mother wae a 
rer } 7 oan teli- what + a ag pert regken about one 


er enrolled., 
rs Choctaw chs 





od 


Oe Saini: Peet 





author ities or the authorities of the United states in the Indian 
Territory? A I don't think my mother was; no sir. 
Q when did a ever make application té the @hoctaw tribal. author- 
ities for citisenship in the Choctaw wation; did you ever? A Wo 
sir; I have beén before the’ Dawes Commission, 
Q You never have, been before the Choctaw tribal authorities but you 
have bem before the Dawes Coumisaton? A Yes sir, 
When did you appear before the Dawes Commission? A At Colbert, 
have forgotten what time it was. 
Q 1900? A I suppose it was, 
@ Remember the month? A No sir; I don’t, 


¢ 

The records in the peseeesion of the gommission show that on 
June 16, 1900, you appeared before the Commission at Colbert, Indian 
Terri tory, md there made application for the enrollment of yourself 
and ore child as Ghoctaws by blood and for the enrollment of your 
wife ag an inter-married Ghoct aw, 
@ 0 yeu remember that now? A Yes sir, 
q Te cy the ‘only timé you appeared before the Dawes Commission? 
A.-Yee sir, , sei 
Q You never have been mrolled as a menber of the Choctaw tribe of 
Ind4ens with your ehild by either the Cheataw tribal authorities or 
the avthorities of the United States? A No sir, 
Q Would you like now to make application for identification as a 
Mississippi Ghootaw for yourself and child ? A Yes sir. 
Q@ You dontt care to make any application for your wife ad an intere 
married 2Missiseippi Choctaw, do you? g@here is no such law, 
A All right 
@ You apply just for yourself and child? A Yes sir, 
Q Would you like to have the records in your previous application, 
R, 615 made part of the records in this case; would you like this 
record made part of the present reoord? A Yes sir, 


Tho previous record made by this applicant (R,615) ins here re@ 
ferred to and made part of this present application. 


Are you married? A Yes sir, 

Your wife is now liv ? A Yes sir, 

ghe is white womanj;she's not Chootaw? A No sir; she's white, 

What is her name? A Tula or Lola, 

You gave her nam as Lula when you made application at Colbert; is 
hat right? A Yes sir, 


* A Wo gir, 





Have you eny children ep want to male application for now? A f 
have ofe Ghild, Charlie; he will be twenty one years old next Deceme 
per, 

Q we is twenty now? A Yes sir, 

Q Ie it Charles Blisha? A vell, he signs Charlie EK, 

Q How old is he, twenty? A Yes sir. 

© that's all you erply for, just yourself and this ohild? A Yes sir, 
Q Is Lula Goodall the mother of this child? A We sir. 

Q@ Who ts the mother of Oharlie E, Goodall ? A Taylor Goodall; her 
maiden name was Bray. 

Q +s she living? A No sir, 





Q When did she die? A Charlie was only four or five years old, 

Q You have no children by your second wife, Lula? A Wo sir, but 
she has a child, 

Q@ Well, she is white and that child is white, is it? A Yes: sir, 
S: well, you dontt want to make applics.tion for a white child? A No 
gir, 

Q When ad where were you married to your first wife, Taylor Good- 
@ll?o.A- At my father's in Woodruff County, Arkansas in November I 
think, 

Q whst year? A Twenty four year ago I believe, 

Q remember the day of the month? A No sir, I don't, 

Q wave you proof of tht marriage with you now? A Not with me, 

Q aan you int&oduce it if given g little time? A Yes sir, 

Q. Is your name or the name of this child. on ay of the tribal rolls 
of the Choctaw gation in the Indian Territory? A I don't know whether 
they are or not, 

@ Well, you ought to know; you have no right to make application 
now, df you are already enrolled? A No sir, I am not on the rolls, 

Q Have‘ you ever made application previous to the application made 
by you at Golbert in June 1°00? A No sir, 

Q mhat and this application are the only two you have ever made g 
to any authority whatever? A Yes sir, 

Q Do you now come before this Commission to identify yourself md 
child as Mississippi @hoctaws claiming under article fourteen of the 
treaty of 1830? A Yes air, 

Q nO you understand that artidle of that treaty? A No sir, I don't 
know trat I do, I &m no scholar; I heve been too blind to read for 
seven years, 


The treaty of 1850 was made between the United States Governmet 
and the Choct aw Indians at a place in Mississippi called pancing 
Rabbit Greek on the 27th day of September 1830, he objeot of that 
treaty was to remove the Ghoctaw Indians fron that old Choctaw Na- 
tion to the Choctaw Nation, Indian Territory; before the treaty was 
signed it became known that a good. many Indians would not go to the 
Ghoctaw Nation, Indian Territory, and in order to protect the inter- 
ests of those who stayed back there, article fourteen was put into 
the treaty, That.article is as follows: "Hach Choctaw head of a fam- 
idly being desirous to remain and becoma a citizen of the States 
shall be permitted to do so by signifying his intention to the agent 
within six months from the ratification of this treaty end he or she 
shall Smereupee be eeyareee to a reservation of one peotsan of “ax 


aurvey; in Like samer shall be entitled to one half that quant ity 
for each unmarried child which is living with him over ten years of 
agem and a quarter saction to such child as may be under ten years 

of age, to adjoin the location of the parent. ff they reside upon 
said landa intending to become citizens of the St ates for five 

years after the ratification of this treaty, in that oase a grant 

in fee simple shall issue, Said reservation shall include the present 
improvement of the head of the family or a portion of it, Persons 

who claim under this article shall not lose the privilege of a @hoo- 
taw citizen but if they ever remove are not to be entitled to any 





portion of the dhoctaw annuity, 


Q po you know if any of your Choctaw ancestors complied or with ahy 
of the provisions of that article of that treaty; did they do any 
of those things stated there? A IT don't know; 
Q. what 4s the tame of your ancestor through whom you olaim your 
ae to be identified as a Misal ssippi ghoctaw? A Billy Malone or 
William, 
Q which do you want? A Billy I guess would be right, 
Q You understand this article now ell enough to claim under it? 
A I reckon ao, 
Q what relation was Billy Malone to you? A My grandfather; my 
mother's father, 
Q How much Ghootaw blood did he have? A I think he was half, 

pid he live in the old Ghoctaw Wation in Mississippi or Alabama 
in 18350? A I cantt anewer thet, | 
'Q Did-he. ever live in Miesiseippi? AI can't say thet he did ever 
there; it seems to me that he was-born there but T wuldn't be pose 
itive, 
Q Is thet a matter of talk among your relatives? A Yes sir. 
Q You have heard members of the family say so? A Yes, some of them, 
@ You can't tell what members of the family told you that? A I think 
@ cousin named sam Lyon, 
Q Wave you any record to arene that fact? A No sir, 
Q no you know if Billy Malone lived in Mississippi or Alabama in” 
1830 and wag the head of a family at that time? A TY don't know 
about the time; 72 years ago or in Mississippi» I dontt believe I 
can, 
Q You claim threuch your mother? A Yes sir, 
Q How old would she be if living now? A Lets gee; she Has been 
dead eighteen years and was six*ty two years old when she dtedgthat 
would make her eighty years old now, 
Q where was she born? A I think in Sumer Gounty, Tennessee, 
Q wes Billy walone her father? A Yes sir, 
Q well, Billy Malone must have been living in »ennesseé eighty 
years ago then? A Yes sir, 
@ Do you know whether within ten or fifteen years after that time 
he went to Mississipp4 and had any children born to him there? A I 
don't know, 
Q Did any of your Choctaw ancestors own any improvements on land 
in Mississippi or Alabama in 16309 A I can't answer the question, 
Q Did any of your Choctaw ancestors own or Claim any land in the old 
Choctaw waéion in Mississippi or Alabama, tnder articls fourteen of 





Q Did any of your Choctaw ancestors go from that old Choctaw Nation 
in Mississippi and or in Alabama to the Choo taw Nation, Indian Ter- 
ritory, with the other Indians between 1635 to 1638 or 18407 A Now, 
I have been told that some of grandfather's kin did come, but to 
know, I don't know, 

Q You don't know what kin, do you? ATI think brothers too; I don't 
know, 

Q .DO you know what kin= you dontt even know the names, do you? A We 
sir, 





Se 


a avet * 
Q 1d any of your@hed taw. ancestors within six months after the 
ratifioation of the treaty of 1830, go. to the United States. Indian 
agent, @ol,"ard and tell him that they wanted. to stay in Mississ~ 
ippi, take land there and ‘become citizens of the States? A T don't 


know whether they did or not, 


The Indians who lived in the 01d Choctaw Nation in Miss iss#ippi 
or Alabama after the treaty .of 1630 was ratified were required if 
they wanted to'take advantage of artiole fourteen of the treaty of 
1830.to go to the United states Indian agent, Col.ward, within six 
months from the ratification of the treaty and tell him that they 
wanted to stay din Missisaippi, take land there and become citizens 
eof the States, A good many Choctaw Indiang did this whose names Col, 
ward, the Indian agent, neglected to put upon his. list known as 
Ward"s Register, Hig neglect to make a proper register of those 
‘Rames caused « good many Indtans who had land in Mississippi upon 
which tly had: improvermnts to lose both for they were taken from them 
by the Government and sold at Public ;and gale, This caused so many 
@Onmplaints.among the Indians that in 1837 by an act of Gongress ap~ 
proved March 3, that year, a Commigsion was appointed which went to 
Missiesippi and heard cla nts under article fourteen of the treaty 
of 1650, In 1542 another Goumission was appointed by Congress by an 
act approved August 23, that yeer, and this Commission also went to 
Mississippi and heard claimants under that artiole, 


Q pid any of your Ghoctaw ancestors go before either of these two 
Commissions and claim benefits under this as Choctaw Indians? A’ T 
don't know sir, 

Q Did any of your Chodtaw ancestors receive any. sorip from the 
Government as Choctaw Indians which entitled them to, select land«in 
Mississippi, Alabama, Arkansas or Louis jana, to take the place of 
the land which they had lost- which they had formerly held in’ the 
cla Choctaw Nation and which the Government had taken from them’ and 
sold? A T don't know, 

Q ave you any other evidence you want to introduce at this time? 
§ YNot here with me, 

Q Do you care for any time 4n which to inroduce evidence in this 
case? A If I find I need it, 

Q well, that's for you to Bay, DO you Want any time? A Yes sir, 


(Thirty days time is allowed this applicant in which to 
introduce further evidence in support of this applioation,) 


Q DO you speak or understand the Choctaw language? A No sir, 





Q Wave you eny relatives who have been before this Commission to 
be dentifi eda tisssse tion wyale awe bafo yYOurseIrT? A No sir, 
none that I know of, 

Q You have no kin that have been before the Gomnaission making the 
same kind of en application you are making today as Mississippi 
Choctews? A well, I can't tell you howt hey came, 

Q When did they come before the Commission’ A Right after I went 
to Colbert, 

Q That was in 1900? A Yes air, 

Q re there anything further, Mr, goodall, that you would like to 
say in support of your Glaim}; anything more you oan think of you can 
say? A I don't know sir, 





yore, 


has ‘end pahragter bigs of 
mela gpm nt. 0 Am ceoap treated prhe ‘ew 
Bee yoy brown ‘haar... te hee sitio OF te. aw 
Wwe of the. fons of ar on the part.of. any Of’ his ancestors a i 

‘ gay of brovis ns ‘of article enn of the, tenaey of 1830, 


-Henry 'G,: ‘ipdine: being sworn on bis bath states : buat ky poected tatty 
Aik Ae pitta. tothe Five Civilized doped he pense 

had in’ the above entitled osune (28084 
pod 5 ere ag this 48 a full, trie ‘and ‘correct trenser 4 of nis sten- 


dorg : alaciie 


2 ve Bubsoribed end sworn te verare me this 2 day of ae 1902, 


a hig slain notes in paid: amuse ‘on said date 


wot ate, Ye 








tap AMRN? Oy THe IAreRIon, 
GUT satoN TO THR FIVE CIVILIZED Taran, 


eliieieedieieted \peteneiemieted 


Im the matter of the application af John Goodall, ot 
al,, for identifiestion as Mississippi Cheetavs, M ¢ R 8607, 





ae @ — 


vot DBRCI BIO W i~-+ 


It appears from the reeerd herein that application 
fer identification as Missinsippi Cheetaws was made te this 
Gommiasion by Jehu Goodall, fer himself and his minor ehiléd, 
Charlie EB. Geodall, under the following provision of the ast 
ef Congress approved June 28, 1698 (30 Stats., 496); 


*gaid y of suestey saa parm shag A te determine 
bg ideutity of Ghee 
oe lends 


seery therete and 
make repert te the Searetary of the Interior,* 


It alge appears that beth of said applicants eleis 
rights in the Gheetew lands under article fourteen ef the treaty 
detween the Walted States and the Gheetaw Mation concluded 
Beptesiber Tweaty-seventh, eighteen hundred and thirty, By ree 
son of being deseendents of ene Billy (or Willies) Malone, 
whe is alleged te have been an one-half bleed Gheetew Indien, 








Rs 


Tt further eppeers from the evidence eoubmitted in gup- 
pert eof seid application and frem the resords in the pesses- 
sien of the Commigsion that neither of said applicants has ever 
veen emrolled by the Cheotaw tribal authorities as a mem or 
ef the Ghestaw tribe, or admitted to Choctaw eitisenghtp by «a 
duly comatituted court er camittce of the Ghoetaw Nation, er 
by the Gommiseion to the Five Civilisea Tribes, or by a deores 
of the United States Gourt in Indien Territory under the pre- 
visions of the act of Congrean appreved Sune 16, 1a96, (29 
State,, 321). 

It does not appear frou the testimeny ané evidence 
offered in euppert ef sabe epplieation, or from the reserds 
in the possession ef the Gesmiesion relating te persons whe 
ounplied or attempted te semply with the provisions ef said 
aftiole fourteen ef the treaty of eighteen hundred and thirty, 
and te persens who heretofore were elaimants thereunder, that 
the seid Billy (or Wilitem) Makene, or ancestors less remote 
signified (in person or by proxy) te Celonel Wa, Ward, Indien 
agent, Ghestaw Agency, an intention te comply with the pre- 
vistens of seid article fourteen, or presented a elain te 
rights thereunder te either of the Commissions autheriaed te 
Adjudioate auch claims by the net lengr 





3, 2837 (0 Btate., 180) and August 83, 1842 (5 State., 813). 

It fe, therefere, the opiniod:isf this Gemal ssion 
that the evidenee herein ig ineuffietent te determine the iden 
Sty of Fehn Goodall ond Gharlic B. Goodall a6 Gheeten Indians 
entitled te rights in the @ieeter lanes wader the pierisione of 
o0id ertiole fourteen of the treaty ef eighteen hundred and 





cite: ot hat tht aid Seablion for thet Sdewtifiontion as 
eort-abeile vo retuned hia 44.16 oe ordered, 


cabiteten 38 tr viv arvinzied enmans, 


* NOV 1. 1902 











Muskoges, Yadian verritory, goteber 19, 1900. 


Jehr H. Goedsi2 , 
| Velma, Indian Territory. 
Dear Sir. 
The Commisgien is in renedpt of ‘Your letter of the 14th 
instant 4n whith you réquest that your application for enrollment 
aso 61¢2s00 ef the Choctaw Nation,” which was refused by this Com 


mission, beforimr ded te tye thoraiagy of the Intertor for tile done 


siderations 
Your request has Been rite with the. other paperis: fa. thie 
ote and the record He made wii be transmitted te tHe: ‘Reore tary ef 
the Interler for his consideration when the recbré of ap lioattiy for 
enrollment in the Choétaw wation refused by the Commission, are” 
transmitted to him for appreval. 
Yours truly; 


Acting Chairman, 
__ eeR~615 








Muskogee, Indian Territory, April 19% isos, 


at. 


tad 


Zohn ooddali, 

Velma, Indian Territory. 
Dear Sire. 

Receipt ts hereby acknowledged of your letter of the” 7th 
natant yj Repl vine to our sommunication of March 12, 1902, in whioh 
yon were ativised that vou. vould he $1 Lowed thirty days from that 
date w Within which to submit to this Commineion an affidayit potting 
forth that rou and your minor child, Charles ©. Goodall lade 
right ¢9 identifioation as Mississippi Ghdcetews under the ar yPiaions 
of the act of Conzress of June RB, 1698, 

You state that you were unable to earlier reply to push 
commrniaation on avgount of sickness and you now submit to uae” 
Commisaion the joint affidavit of George D, Goodall ana Altie 
Dennell, and the same has this day been filed and made a part of 
the récora in the mutter of your application far the enrollment of 
yourself énd child as citizens of the Choctaw Nation, 

If it is your intention to present any application for. 
the 1deptifiontion of yourself and your minor ehdid oa Ningiestyyi 





Shootaws under the provisions of the agt of Generess—of—fine 285 





1698, 4¢ Will be necessary that you present yourgelf in person 


/ 





e oF a 


is beter i 0 Gonmsusion for the UC Piddsts of arerma | se upaer: Nes ! 


“lt Muskogee, Tndinn: Sereitory; and ay is ates vabiv: , 
“het Sf" fou enticipwte ‘imking sadh application that you do wb oe 
watiy. a Hyreotiveble, 


ay 
at 


Ytrra truly, 


re 








Miss.Choetaw 5607 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, June 3, 1902, 


John deodak iy: 
M@iiney Rdtth territory; 
Dear Aire aes 


Regetpt is hereby acknowledged of jotht abfidevit Of A, Wa 
Dennett ana Alta Donel) to -your nerriage to Mises Tayler fray, in 
Woodruff Caurity, Arkansas , in Ootober 1676, The ‘same has been riled 
with the records in Four ease, vut before thene affidavits ean be 


accepted se oohelusive. evidenvse of your marriage, it will be neosa 


sary for you te furnish the certificate of the Clerk of the Gnurt for | 


the Céunty in whickrthe marriage took place, of his inability to 
furnish a eertified eopy of your marriage license and oertificate. 


Yours truly, 


Aoting Ghairnan,. 








Misa.Choetaw RSGO7 


Muskogee, Indien Territery, June 27,3902, 


Tonn’ Geodali, 
Velma, Zadian Territory, .. 
Dear Gina. ‘ 3 


Reosipt is hereby asknowledged of your letter of June 22, 
in whieh you etate that you have writtén for a eopy of your marriage 
License and sertifisate whion you desire to intreduee in evidence in 
your application for the identifieation of yourself and your miner 


child as Missieeippt Gheotaws and will forward it az soon as reosive 
ed, and you ask that your ease be held epen until that time, 

In reply to your letter you are advised that the Commission 
will receive evidence of your marriage for consideration in your 
ease, provided the same is offered for filing within rifteen days 
from this date, er prier te July lf, 1902, 


Yours traly, 


Gommiesioner in Charge. 








Higa ,Ch¢etaw RB6O7 


Indian Térritery, July 8,1902, 


John Goodall, 
Velma, Indian Territory, 


Dear Sirs 


| Receipt is hereby acknowledged of your Ietter withont date 
inolosing certified oopy of the marriage lipense and tertificate be- 
tegen John Me. Goodall and Mies Tayler Bray, which you offer in supe 
port of your application for the identifigation of yourself and your 
minor child as Mississippi Chootawa,; and the same has been filed 


with the record in this cage, 


Yours truly, 


Acting Ghairman, 








He Cee S607» 


COPY. 
Muskogee, Indian Territory, ‘ovothor 1, 1902, 


John Goodall, 

Voima, Indian Territory. 
Dear Firte 

You are h:reby advised that on the let day of NOVeMpber >» 
1802, the Comission to the Five civilised Tribes rendered a 
decision in the oase offJohn Goodall, et al., applicants for 


identification a> Wiseiseiprd Chectawsa, 


This application was made under the prevision of the 


net of Congress Of June 28, 1898, (80 Btate,, 495) which ie as 
follows! 


"Said Copmtesion shéil have authority to aétermine 
the identity of Cchootaw Indians claiming ricnhts in the 
Cheotaw lande under artiole fourteen of the treaty between 
the United states and the Chootaw tation, concluded feptem- 
ber twentysseventh, eightoon tandred and thirty, and te 
that end may administer oaths, examine witnesres and DA 
form Q12 other acts necessary thereto, and nake ropert to 
the feoretary of tho Interior," 


Said decision concludes as follows! 


"It is therefore the opinion of thin cominsion that 
the evidence herein is insufficient to determine the identi« 
ty of John Goodall and Charlie E, Goodall an chectaw Indians 
oe titled to rights in the Choctaw .ands under the provisions 
of said artiole fourteen of the treaty of eighteen hundred 
and thirgy, and that the application for their identifice- 
tion as Such should be re*used, and it ig so ordered,® 








Hi uiee * ex 
OB 


You sre further eavisone hat oe ALL ye nizenba tictecn 
day tron the date norect witiiin wits te fi1e arew~nts tn 
thie effiod, eid that at the expiration of waid time the papers 
in the eaee, together with such ergumets will ve forwarded 
fou weview to the féeretary of the InterLer througn the 
Comb. ntLonox of Indian Afreiras 

Respectfully, 
Sicin,,, 
L&iic Bria 
Aoting cnaisineh, 
Registered, 
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rn 


UOPY 


Ind'an Territory, Tovenber§, 1s 1902, 


Je Pe Mulion, 
Attorney at law, 
Ardmore, Indian Territory. 
Dege firte 
You are her hy advised that on the lst day of Noveriber,s 
1962, the Corrilenion to the Five Civilized Tribes rendered a 
deeinion in the case of John Goodall, et als, apolicante for 
Lientifiocation, as Missierippt Choct awa, 
This application was maie under the prevision of the 
act @ Congresn of dune 28, 1898, (30 Stote,, 495) which ips 
as followat 
"Said Gomminsion shall have authority to determine 
the identity of Choctaw Indiane aiciming righte in the 
Ghootaw lande under article fourte>n of the treaty between 
‘the United States and the choctay Mation, concluded Septem 
ber tronty-sevonth, eighteen mundred and thirty, and to 
that ond may adminiater oaths, cxarmine witnesses and perforn 
all other acts neoegrary thereto, and make report to the 
feoretary of the Interior, *® 
faid ddoigion concludes an follows: 
"It in therefore the epinien of this Commission that 
the evidence herein is insufficient to determine the identi- 


ty of John Goodall and charlie Be Goodall as Cheotnw Indiens 
entitled to rightn in the Chootew lands umier the provisions 





of 3 





4 ; ed 
and thirty, and that the application for their identifioa+ 
tion of guch should be refused, and it is neo ordered, ® 





J, Py Mullen, -——32, 

You. are further adviaeéd that thé applicante in this 
case have beet allowed fifteen days trem the date hereef within 
which to file arguments in this office, and that at the expiration 
of said time the napers in the case, together with suoh argunenté 
will be forwarded for review to the Seoretary of the Interier 
through the Commissioner of Indien Affairs, 

Respect fuliy, 


Acting Chairman, 
Regiat ered, 








ged 


Me ey Py 5A07 5 


Muskoges, Indian Territory, November 1, 1903, 


ansfield, Melurrvay & Cornish, 


Attorneys for the Choctaw end Chickaraw Nations, 


South McAlester, Indlan Territory. 
G nt loemeni~- 
You are hereby advised that on the ist day of HOVeMbag, 
1902, the Comminmion to tne Five Civilized Tribes rendered a 
decision in the oase of Jehn Goodall, et al,, applicants fer 
identifioation as Mississippi chootaws,. 
This application wae made uhiexr the provision of the 
act of Congress of June 26, 1808, (50 Stata., 495), 
faid decision concludes an foliorst 
*It is therefore the opinion of thie commission + hat 
the evidence herein in ineufficient to determine the as 
identity of John Geodall and charlie & Goodall as cheater ‘si 
Indians entitled. to rights in the Choctaw lands. under the oe 
rrevisions of said article fourteen of the treaty of aichteon ° 
hundred ond thirty, and thet the aprliention Tor their 
identification as such should be refused, and it is se 
ordered, ® 
You are further advised that the applicants in this 
ovse have boon allowed 7ifteen dayne from the date hereof within 
which to file arguments in thie offices, and that at the egpira- 


tion of enid time the papers in the case, together with such 








‘fenerteld, uoiurrey & Corhieh, +2. 


avewhente will be forwarded for review te the speretany of ‘le 
Interior through the Goeuttkesioner of Indian Affairs. 
Reapeotfuliy, 


“ms 4 
or han em 4 AAPA AA 
ale vie bke eet And 


Aoting Chairman, 








COPY. 


linekbh gee , Tngfen Territory, November 17,1908, 


The Honorable, 

The Secretary of the Interior, 
6iri- . 

There is tranemitted herewith the record in the case 
of John Goodali, et al,, applicants te\the Commi asion for iden 
tifigation ae Missiscippi chootawa, inoluding the dvateion or 
the Commission of November ist, 1902, ‘ 

The Gemmiseion has the honer to report ‘shat the PPAR 
cipal applicant in this onse, his attorney of recard and the ! 
attorneys for the Chootaw and okasaw Vatiehs have been ay 
advised by letter of the action of the Commission, oenree of 

said letters being attached to the racard. 
Respectfully, 


ers 
Aotins Chairman, 


Threugh the 
Commissioner of Indian AfYeirag, 
FN, M,C. Re 5607, 








Land; 
698661902, 


DEPARTMENT OF. THE INTI RIOR, 
offices of Indien Affairs, 


Washington, Dec. 19, 1902, 


The Honoraple:;«° 
The Secretary of. the Interior, 


(es Birt 


There is transmitted, herewith,:a report made. Novembér 


its 1902, by tHe Acting Chairman. of “the Comission to the Five 


Civilized Tribes, forwarding ‘the. record if tne matter of the applt- 


sation of John Goodall forthe identification. of. mimeeif ana tide 
minor child Charlie £., he Mississippi Ghostaws, olaiming rights 
under the 14th article of the Choctaw’ treaty, Of 1830, 

Novemher 1, 1602, the Comminsion Held that the appli~ 
cants were not entitled to ident ifigation, 

Deseent as claimed from Bill. (or vinttem). Malone through 
H@rTiett Malone (nec Goodall) his daughter, it being claimed that 
Billy (or Wilidam) Malone was a member of the Choctaw tribe of 
Indians in Miosinsippi in 1830, and complied or attempted to com 
ply with the provisions of article 14 of the treaty. 

The a&prligants are not, full-blood Choctaw Indians, 





XK GarefWl search of the records of this office fails to 
show that BlllY or william) Malone, received a patent for land 
under the provisions of Article 14 of the treaty of 1830, or 


4 





yee ~3< ‘bory 
Dy dy: 78¥ . 
TED 7a48-xp02 DEPARTMENT OF THE FiroRIOR, 
beRe 64: ! Wagener m. 
| Seoniary 7, 2805, 


Cofmiketon tothe Piya Civiljized: Tribes, 

iinakoges, 1.2 

“gent lement«; : . 

ovenber Vy i962, you transmitted the meceord in: the | ; 
metter of the. applicetion for identifica tiori as Mississippi. one 
tows, of tobe Goodall ana hi# minew ohtld, Cnawite ¥, Goodadhs 

The Bplicaryites endeavor to. trace thear Aescent from: one 
Billy (ox: Wil1iam) Malone, allngsd to have been a onehait seit 
Choctaw indian, ‘ 

de. | record fails to show that either of the appiioagite 
was eyer admitted as a citigen of the Choctaw Nation; or that entd 
Billy Malone, or 4 léss remote ancestor, complied of attomited' te 

\bomply with article 14 of thé treaty of Septenber B75. 1830, or if 
with either of the acts of Merah 3, 1837 ¢ 5 Stat., 180), and 
August 25, 1842 ( 5stat,., 513), You refused the apoltteation 
November 1,.1902. 

Forwarding the papers December 19, 1902, the Commntssion 
of Indian Affaires reco:mends that your decision be apnraved. & 
copy of his letter is inélosed, Having carefully. reviewed the 
whole record the Depprtment hereby affirms your decision 





Respectfully, 


Thos, Ryan, 


1 inolosure, Aoting searetaiy. 
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Muskogee, Indian Territory, Jamiary 16, 1905, 


Je Py itulen, 
Attorney ‘at law, 
Ardmore, Indian Territory, 
Dear sir: 
You are hereby notified that on the 7th day of January, 
1903, the Secretary of the Interior affirmed the decision of this 
Comiselon refusing thé application for identitication as Missia+ 


siprd Chootaws of the several ‘persona ineiuded in the case. of: 
John Goodaii, et als» of. whieh deciston ¥ou were advised by re- 
gistered mail on the lst day of Novenber, 1902, 


Reaepect fully, 
(Bane; 


fm a= 4 


Oe ee wi ™ ee rt be er ee 


Commissioner in charge, 








OOPY;, 
M.C.R, 5607 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, January 16, 1903, 


John. Goodall, 

Velma, Indian Territory, 
Dear Sir: 

You are hereby notified that on the 7th day of January, 
1903, the Searetaby of the Interior affixmed the decision of this 
Commission refusing the applic tion for identification as Vissig- 
sippi Choctaws of the several persons ineluded in the oase of 
Jonn Goodall, et Ale, of which desigion you were advised by re~ 
Sistered mail on the let day of November, 1902, 

3 Respectfully, 


(BIGNE 


Conmissioner in charge, 








MeOeRe--BEOT 
COPY. 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, Jamiary 16, agos. 


1903, 


Gomn 


in the oase or 
John Goodall, et als, of whieh decision you were advised by tantt 
on the lst day or November, 19062, 


Respect ful Ly’ 
(SIGNED 


~— 


seer br x Jee 
Cormissioner I charge, 


G 
tes 








MEMORANDA. 
JUN 16 1900 


Pe es. - Seealall, fag) a= "Usleacac, dh en 


Choctaw? 

Chickasaw? ... 
Citizen"by blood ?...~ 
Intermarried citize 
Married under what law? 
Hicediag filed this da 
Wife’ 8 name, 
Choctaw ?......000........ 
Chickasaw ? 200... 
Citizen by blood?.... 
Intermarried citizen 
Married under what 


License filed this day ............. 


Names of children: 


County 
County .. Year 
County Year 

* County . Year 
County Year's c:cccc530 
County Year....... ...: 
County come Year............00 


County Year 





Hatt Soto fact) 








No. PORTE F 


For Identification as a Mississippi Choctaw. 


Dute MAY 20 1902 


Age 4 dy 4 — Blood Vy 
Post-Office, Cebine.. ff 7, 
Father: a ber Lleof ate, A 


Mother: POTS: is 


Children 


Chaka & Looe) ate. 40. 


Vary her, Bool ate (jth) da 


Glan» on- HeLa oN 
COLhiee 








(bck 1, (% 0 0 
CK 1% 








Choctaw M@R 5608 


Frank Leonard 








tn the matter of ‘the application of Prank reonerd for identi- 
\Pication asa Misbissipps Onov'tew, P = ‘ 


‘No attorney for ‘applicant, 
“ praiik Leonard being sworn testified ag follows: 
Examination by the Gommiss ion: 


What is your name?.A Frank Leonard, 

what is your age? A Twenty four, 

what is your post office address? A Jeffs, I.T, 

How. long have. you lived there? A» About five months, 

Where did,you. live before-youslived at Jeffs? A At  Wapanucka, 

How aoe did you live in the Jadian Territory altogether? A I 
came hére-in #92 I reckon “about ten years, 
Q. Where before that? A - mexas,; 
Q Where. werd. you bern? A. Texas. 
Q Always lived there till you came tothe Indian Territory? A Yes 
sir. nar aig) 

You don'*t2ive at Krebs now? A No-sir. 

TS your father living? a no. sir, 

 T% your mother living? A Yes sir, 
What is or was your fathers ‘Tiame? A John Leonard. 
what is ‘your mother 66 mane? A. Naney Leonard, 
+: 5 - 3 7 abe iO e 


* 


eV & i . 
; 


dppiGhootaw, hae she not? A Yea.sir. 


‘Her gage, M.C.R; $244 is here referred to, 
Q Whois Annie Skellinger? A _hatis my sister, 
Her case is here feferred to-+ 5517,) 


@ You claim through which parent, father a mother? A Mother. 
Q How much Choctaw blood deo you claim? A. wWell,'I doh't. know, 


head 





a2 


Q Hae your mother ever been recognized as a @hootaw Indian or en- 
rolled as one by either the Ghoctaw tribal authorities or the United 
States. in the Indian Territory? A No sir, 

Q@ Are you married? A No sir, 

Q Just olaim for yourself alone? A yes. sir, 

Q TB your name on any of the tribal rolls ef the Ghoctaw Nation in 
the Indian Territory; its not eis it? A Wo sir, 

Q Have you ever made application for citizenship in the Choctaw Na- 
tion to the Choctaw tribal authorities in the. Indian Territory? A Ne 
sir, 

Q Have you ever made application to be enrolled as a citizen by 
blood of the Choetaw mation to the Commission to the Five Civilized 
mribes? A Yes sir, 

0 Do you remenber the date of that application? ? A I can't tell 
the day, but it was e#ither the 21st or 22nd of November, 1900, 

Q no you remember what was done with that application? A No sir. 


The records of the Commission show that on November 21, 1900, 
at Muskogee, Indian Territory, that the said Prank Leonard made ap= 
pliaation for enrollment as & gitizen by blood of the Ghoctaw Nation 
before the Commission to the Hive Civilized pribes; the ‘records 
further show that on Decenber 26, 1900, under an act of Congress of 
May 31, 1900, said application was refused; that he was refused by 
decision rendered on that date, pecember 26,°1900: that on paid de- 
cember 26, 1900, Frank Leonard was hotified at Genter, Indian Ter- 
ritory of the judgment of the Comaission refusing his application for 

enrollment as a citizen by blood of the Ghoctaw ywation, and further 
Stating that if he desired the case would be presented to the Sec- 
retary of the Interior, The records further ghow that by letter dated 
Washington, September 16, 1901, addressed to the Commission to the 
Five Civilized »ribes and Signed by Thomas Ryan, Acting &hactrman 
Secretary, stating that on March 27, 1901, the Commissioner of Indian 
affairs transmitted the memorandum made by the Commission in the 
matter of the application of Frenk Leonard for enrollement as a 
citizen of the @hoctaw yation to the Department of the Interior with 
the recommendation that the decision of the Commission in 6aid- case 
be approved. gaid letter Bigned by Thomas Ryan Acting Secretary 
further stated that the Department affirmed the decision of the Com- 
mission in said case and instructed the said Commission to so advise 
the applicant, Frank Leonard; by letter dated ncetober 3, 1901, Frank 
Leonard at his post office at Krebs, Indian Territory, was advised by 
the Commission, signed By Tams Pixby, Acting Chairman, as follows: 

Q "“ On November 21, 1900, you made application to this @ommission 
for enrollment as a citizen by blood of the Choctaw vetion; on De- 
cember 26, 1900, after ns etden of setd or cation the m= 





mission refused your application for enrollment as a citizen of the 

Choctaw wation and e copy Of such decision was mailed to your post 

office address necember 26, 1900, On February 15, 1901, theres was 

Forwarded to the Secretary of the Interior the memorandum made at the 

{Rime of your application with the action of the commission thereon, 

~ and on Maroh 27, 1901, the Secretary of the Interior concurred in 

the decision of the commission refusing your application for enroll- 

ment as a citizen by blood of the choctaw wation, The action of the 

> ae parle and Secretary of the Interior as to such application is 
nal," 
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@. 0 you. now oome before the Gommission to be identified as a Misa- 
iss ippi Choctaw.claiming under article fourteen of the treaty of 1836 
A-*yes sir, 

Q oO you understand that article of that treaty? A Wo sir, 


The treaty of 1830 was made between the United States Government 
and the Choctaw Indians ata place in Mississippi called Dancing 
Rabbit Creek on’ the 27th day of September that year, The objeat of 
that treaty was the removal as far ag practinable of all the Choctaw 

Indians who lived in the old ¢hoctaw Wation from that od Nation 

to the Choctaw nation, Indtdn Territory, pefore the treaty was signed 
it became known that a good many Choctaw Indians would not come to 
the Chootaw wation, Inddam ferri tory, and in order to protect the 
interests of those Choetaws’ who stayed back there article fourteen 
was put into the treaty, It reads as follows: "Mach Choctaw head of a 
family being desirous to remain and become a citizen of the States 
wtiall be permitted to do 90° Dy signifying his intention to the agent 
within #ix months fromithe ratification of this treaty, and he or 
‘She shall thereupon be-entitled to oa reservation of one section of 
six hundred and forty acres..of. lend, to be bounded by sectional 

Zines of survey; in like manner shall be .entitled to one half. that 
Quantity for each unmarried ehild which 4s living with him ever ten 
years of ege, and a quarter sedtion to such Child as may bé: under 

ten years of age, to adjoin the location of the parent. Jf they re- 
side upon said lands intending to become citizens of the States for 
five. years after the ratification of this treaty in that case a grant 
in fee simple shall isee. Said reservation shall inolude the present 
improvement of the head of the family or @ portion of it, persons 

who claim under this article shall not lose the privilege of ea Choctwr 
citizen but if they ever remove are not. to be entitled to any portion 
of the Choctaw annuity," 


@ Pid any of your Ghoct aw ancestors c mply or attempt to comply 
with any of the provisions of that article? A I don't know, 

Q what was the name of your ancestor through whom you claim your 
right to be identified as a Mississippi Chocta w? A Jim Fletcher, 
Q what relation is he to you? A Great great grandfather, 

Q How much Choctaw blood did he have? A I don't know, 

Q nid you ever hear that he lived in the Old Choctaw Nation in 
Mississippi or Alabama in 1830 and was head of a family there then? 
A Yes sir, 

Q Where did you get your information? A From my mother, 

Q@ Did he live in Mississippi or Alabama, in the old Choctaw ,ation-- 
Which State? A In Mississippi, 

Q You claim through your mother, don't you? A Yes sir. 

Q How old is your mother now? A Forty eicht, 

Q Where was she born? A I don't know, 

Q She has made application to be identified as a Mississippi Choc- 
taw, has she? A Yes sir, 





@—_no-you want to have the application made by her for ident ification 
as & Mississippi Choad aw referred to and considered in connection 
with your application? A Yes sir, 

Q Do you vwant to have all the applicants who claim through the 

same common ancestor through which yo claim consolidated? A Yes sir 


The case of Naicy Leonard et @l., M.C.R, 5244 is here referred & 
for the purpose of consolidation, 
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Q De you know of any other Choctaw ancester of yours who lived in 
the eld Choctaw wation in Mississippi and Alabama and who was the 
head of a family there in 1830 except Jim Fletcher? A No sir. 

Q Did eny of your Choct aw aneestors own or claim any land in the 
old Choctaw Nation in Mississippi.er Alabama under article fourten 
of the treaty of 18307 A I can't tell you, 

Q@ Did any of your Choctaw ancestors own any improvements on land 

in the 01d Ghectaw wation in Missigsippi er Alabama in the year 
1830? A I don't know; only what I have been told, 

Q What have you been told? A TI have been told that Jim Fletcher--- 
Q owned any improvements on land? do you know snything about that? 
A Wo sir, 

Q@ pid any of your Choct aw ancestors within six months after the 
ratification of the treaty of 1830 go to the United st ates Indian 
agent, Goliward, and tell him that they wanted to atay in Mississ- 
ippi, take land there and become citizens of the States? Remember 
anything about that? A Only what I. have been told, 

Q ‘what have you been told about that? A Well, they said that they 
did't draw.any scrip. ee 

@ I didn*t ask that; did any of your ancestors go before the United 
States Indian agent at his agency in Mississippi within six months 
after the treaty end tell him that they wanted to:stay in vississippi 
teke land ther e and become citizens oF the States? A I don't know, 
Q@ Did any of your Choctaw ancestors go from that old Choctaw yation 
Bast of the Missi ssippi River to the Ghoctaw wation Indian Territory 
between 1833 to 1838? A I don't know, 


In 1837 as well as 1842 by various acts of Congress Commissions 
were appointed whieh went to Mississippi and heard claimants under 
article fourteen of the treaty of 1830. The reason why these Commiss- 
ions were appointed was because a great many Choctaw Indians lived 
in the old Choctaw Nation elaimed that they had gone to the Indian 
agent, Col..ard, within six months after the treety and attempted to 
register under the provisions of that article fourteen of that treaty 
but that Gol.Ward had neglecteito enroll their names for such regis- 
tration. His negbot to do so caused many Indians who had lands in 
Mississippi and improvements. thereon to lose both land and improve- 
ments, for they were taken from them by the Goverment andsold at 
Public rand Sale. ,ecause of the complaints made this Commissions 
were appointed in these two years, 1837 and 1842, 


Q Did you ever hear that any of your Choctaw ancestors went before 
either o1 these two @ommissions and claim benefits as Choctaw Indians 
under article fourteen of that treaty? A TI don't know, 





The act ef Congress appr oved August 23, 1842, provided that if 
any @hoetaw Indian proved his right or claim under artiole fourteen 
of the treaty of 1830, and further if it appeared thst he had had 
his land taken from him by the Government and sold that he should be 
entitled to select land in Misa ssippi, Alabama, Arkansas or Louisi- 
ana, to take the place ef the land which they had taken from them-- 
this to be taken from vacant Government lend, and certificates te 
that effect to be issued; these certificates were called scrip, 





Q pid any of your Ghootaw ancestors get any such sorip from the 
Goverment as Ghoctaw Indians? A + don't know, 
Q Have you any documentary evidence or any other papers or proper 
evidenos FOU, Want to submit now? A, No sir, 
Q@ po you spwek er understand the Ghoctew axmauxke language? 
4 of 2t7:A Well, pert of it. 
‘Jot avant th @eetac?’ A Wo etri 
oat. know siueh about it? Wo sir; Vigne 
een my any time.in which to ihtroduce other testineny ii this 
cas aa" déeire to @0 so? A What testimony will I need? 
“pg fer you to Bay, A Well, I wuld like a little. © 


‘Mirty days time is allowed in which to file further evidence in 
this cane er present other proper. Proof if he wishes to do s0. 


Q@ Anything more you want’ ‘te say? A . wr, 


This? ppl ieant has the appedtanen: and physical characteristics of 
being desdetided from white parentage; complexion somewhat tanned, 
Otherwise medium fair; has dark brewn hair, eyes; he has ne 
knowledge of the Chootaw language and no knowledge.of the compliance 
by any of his ancestors with the provisions of article fourtéen of 
he treaty of 1830, 


Fenry G. Hains being sworn on his @ath states that as stenographer 
to the Commission to the Pive Civilizéd Tribes he reported in full 
the proceedings had in the above entitled cause on May 20, 1902, and 
that this is a full, true and correct transoript of his stenographic 


notes in said cause on said date, 
Hf WANA Om es, 


( 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 2Y day of May, 1902, 
Lh tin Hedteirt? pug? 


Notary Public, 
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Muskogee, Indian Territery, February 11, 1903. 


Frank Leonard, . 

Teffe, Indien Territory, 
Dear Sir: 

You are herehy advised that on the llth day of February, 
1903, the Commission to the Five Olyilized Tribes rendered « desis« 
fon in the consolidated case of deorge W, Pletgher, et al., embrag 
ing tho following appjications for identification as Missippi : 
Chectawst 


George W. Pletoher, et ale, M.C,.R, 4514 
Thomas J. Pletcher, et al,, MCR. 4516 
Mary 2, MoKee, ct al., M,C.R, 4515 
Florence Mekee, et al., M.C,.R, $020 
Arrie Rogers, ot Ale, MeCaR. 5002 
Hanoy Fletcher, M,sC,R, 4617 
Susan Fletehor, M.CsR, 4518 
Nancy Leonard, ot al,, M.C0.R, 6244 
Annie Skellenger, et Bl., MyCoRs 86147 
Margaret Partain, et al., M,C,F. 6618 

Leonard, M,6,Rys 6608 
Othelia Taylor, et Ble, M.CSR, 5619 
Johnnie Hatton, et al,, M.C,R, 6521 

Bilao et al,, M.C.R. 5622 


ot al. Ms0.R. 5523 
inney, of ai,, MsC.R. 5504 
Touina Lane, et af., M.C.R. 5245 


John Perry 1, 


These applieations were made under the provision of the act 


of Concress of Jume 28, 1886 {30 Stete., 495} whton is as follows) 


"Said Commission shall have authority to determine. the 
identity er choo tew Indians @laiming richte in the Choo taw 
lands under article fourteen of the treaty between the United 











Prank Leonard ,-2 


States and the Choctaw Nation, concluded September twenty- 
seventh, eighteen hundred and thirty, and to that end may ad- 
minister oaths, examine witnesses and porform all other acts 
neceséary therete and make report to the Seoretary of the 
Interior,® 


Said decision concludes as follews: 


"It is therefore the opinion of this Commission that the 
evidence herein ia sufficient to Getermine the identity of 
George V. Fletcher, Leonie Fletcher, Clara Pletcher, Thomas. 7, 
Pletcher, Susan Fletcher, Maggie Fletcher, Amanda Fletcher 
Jasper T. Pletcher, Olara Pletcher (2), Mary B. Mokee, Willie 
M. McKee, Jamas A, MeFoe, Clara I. MaKee, Georse V7. McKee 
Barbara MoKee, Florence McKee, Ella Mokee, George McKee, taura 
McYee, Eddie ticKee, Oliver Mokee, Mandy yoree, Arrie Rogers, 
Gertie Rogers, Arthur HM, Rogers, Oarrie Rogers, Nenoy Fletoher, 
Susan. Fletcher, Banoy Leonard, Willian Leonard, Joseph Leonard, 
Charles Leonard, Armie Leonard, Annie Skellenger, George 
Skellenrer, Emery Skellenger, Margarct Pertain, Myrtel Partein, 
Jimmie Partain, Alonzo Partain, Frank Leonard, Othelia Taylor, 


Malethia Taylor, Johnnie Hatton, Pearl righ, William tHatton, 


Coke Hatton, George Edward Hatton, Leora Blac yohnnie 
Blackman, Jimmie Blackman, Altha Blackman, Mabry Blackman, 
Albert Blackman, Fddie Herris, Dora Harris, John Perry Linney, 
Stella Linney, "yrtle vay Linney, Louisa Lane, yoseph Lane, 
Jesse Lane and Lennon Tane as Choctaw Indians entitled to rights 
in the Chectew lends under the provisions of seid article 
fourteen of the treaty of eichteen hunéred nd thirty, and 

thet the applications for their identification as such should 
be refused, and it 4s Bo ordered.® 


You ere further advised that you will be allowed fifteen 
days from the date hereof within which to file erguments in this 
office, ani that at the expiration ef said time the papers in the 
ease tocether with: stoh arguments will be forwarded to the Secretary 
of the Interior through the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 


Respectfully, 





pr LiiE whe LX 


- 


Acting Chairman, 
Reristered. 
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COPY. M.CiRe 5608 


Muskogee, Indian Territory; August 8, 1903. 


Frank Leonard, 

Teffa, Indian Territory. 
Dear Stir: 

You are hereby notified that on the 28th day of July, 
1903, the Secretary of the Interior affirmed the desision of this 


Commission refusing the applications for identification as Missin- 


sippi Ghoctaws of the several persons included in the consolidated 
case of George W. Fletoher, et al., of which decision you were ad- 
vised by regintered mail on the }1th Gay of February, 1903. 


Respectfully, 


teen) ~- 


War Sm bet be hae tg 


Conmissioner in Charge. 
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No. Co a 08 ee 


For Identification as a Mississippi Chocta a 


vids MAY 20 1902 
Name Dil Loves ar oH a 
Age Zu —_ Blood Poa % Gro 


Post- Office, Yt£F- Q ale 


Father: delice Meo nark A 3 


Mother: Hiigys txy 4 


Claims through 7 hothe, 








‘ 








tter pe saps ae of Willies @, Willson for ths 
woaetie amt of ines pre minor Children; Lanta and 
miby bi cig as Misgiseipp’ tora, 


, 


Renee ee o 
LP yHudion, ‘attorney for applicant, 7 4 


William C. Willson being duly sworn testified as Lollewe: i 


Bxamination by the Commission: 


What is: name’? A win tC, Willson, 
at is your age? A. Thirty * 
at is your post offices address? A Bufavwle, Indian BD se 
. have: yow lived in the Yndian Territory? A Well, heave 
‘here & few months 40 this country. T 3 
Tndian Territery: a esther’ A About six youre 


Where did you live before that? A 
How Jong @id you Live dn Texas? A. : ghteon yeare I believe, 
Were you born in Texas? A Yes, gir. 
‘Kiways lived there witil yeu to the warritory? A Yes sir.” 
Q 7% your Lather living? A He je living. 
Q 8 yor. moter? A oo 3° ie liv 
q is your father’s name? AJ RY Willison, 





what: dm your: yther's pane? am ‘Willaon, 


tt Ries Se 8 Missiseipps Ghoc- 
taw.befe the Gonninei6 TA ‘e9 i nag 
¢ cote through wih 





Coy emai or. mother? A. Both of } og . 
ae ek in: Way or entolled'am..” 

Ww ot Tad by either the @hoetew + 
A athor ities of the: ‘paitedst ates in the SaRAS 


teat A tvs sir, 
evans? Yes sir. 





<“R~ : ti 
white woman or tadian? A Y don't knew.” eee 
make ony Claim for her? A No sir, I haven't made any 
resent. et iy Sx hi Bi ua: ah 
ier chhiidren that you want t¢. make application for? 


“thd mame-of the oldest? A Lanta, 
yes sir, 
eid? A your years old, 


Bart? A Yes air. 

<i Bow old? A Pwo'years old, 

8 that all? A Yes. gir, 

Fu vena Willson the mother of these children? A” Yes sir. 

Were either of you. married before you married eah other? 

Yo air, , 

@ and where were you married to her? A Five years ego the 

Sint tater. ais ’ W's 

Q Have. you proof of the marriage’d yourself and wife with you now ¢- 
A Yes-~ no, I haven't got my writing to. that effect; IT have a marry 
jiage’ certificate at home 


+asen 


ae 


FPDOODPOLA 


Reasonable time will be allowed this applicant in which to prove 
this marri age. be To Me 


@° Have you proof of the marriage of your father and mother with you? 
A Yo sir. : “ a4 “ 


Reasonable time will be allowed for this also, 


Q How much Choctaw bloed do you claim? A A sixteenth. 

Q ys your name on any of the tribal rolls of the Chocaw yation in 
the Indism Territory? A No sir. ; 

Q wave. you ever made application for oitizenship in the Ghoctew Na~- 
tion to the Ghoctaw tribal authorities inthe Indian Territory? 

A No str, ) ' ‘ 

Q Have yeu ever made application for citizenship tn the choc aw 
Nation to the Dawes Commission under the act of Congress. of June 10, 
1896? A We sir. i 2 
Q Is this the first application for citizenship you have ever made 
for citizenship or enrellmmet to either. the Ghoctaw tribal authorities 


or the United States authorities in the Indian Territary ? A yes sir. . 


Q Have you ever been made a citizen of the G@hod aw Wation by either 

the Choe aw tribal] authori ties, the Gonmmission to the Five Civilized 

Tribes or the United Sates Court in Indian Territory? A No sir, 

@ Do you now want to be identified with your children as Missise- 
gt OClLawWs GIR imaney wid it ic is OW nm OF the treaty of L850 

A Yes sir. 

Q Understand that article of that treaty? A Wo, I don't know as I 





do. 


The treaty of 1830 was made between the United & ates and thé 


Checd aw Indians at a place in Mississippi called Danc it Oreek. 


on the 27th day of September that year, thea object of the treaty 


wi 


sy 
* 
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| 
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wag to remove the Indiang of the Checta Nation living Bast of the 
‘Mississippi River to the taw wation West of the Mv Ssissippi River 
he re the treaty was signed it became known 
net go to the Ghoctaw Nation, Indian 
Territory, Y-kO protegt the interests of those Indians 
this article fourteen was put into the treaty. It reads as follows: 


"Beth Choctaw head. of a family pein desirous to remain and be~ 
Some a citizen of the States shall be permitted to do-so by signify- 
ing his intention te the wmpent within six months from the ratifica- 
tion of this treaty, and ke or she shall thereupon be entitled to a 
reservation of one seoti¢n of six hundre? and forty acres of land 

to be bounded by sectional lines of survey; in like manner shall be 
entitled to one half that quantity-for eash unmarried child whigh 
is eee D with him overten years .of age, and @ quarter section to 
Such child as may be wider. ten years of age, to wijoin the location 
of the parent. Tf ‘they reside upon said lands intending to becgne 
citizens of the States for five years after the ratification of this 
treaty in that case a grant in fee simple shall issue. said reserya+ 
tion shall include the present. improvement of the head’of the family 
ora portion of it. Persons who claim under this article shall not 
,i0s86 the privilege of a Choctaw citizen but if they ever remove are 
not to be entitled to any portion ef the Choctaw annuity," 


Q What is the name of your ancestor through whom you claim your 
right to be identified as a Miss issippi Choctaw? A Brown I believe 
on my father's side, 

Q whet is the full name? A I don't know; Brown is all I heard: Same 
say, 

Q Now, om your mother's side? A Johnson I believe, 

Q Now, this prown that you have given, is that aman or woman- on 
your father's side? A Its a woman I think as well as I remember, 

Q What relation to you? A My great grandmother I suppese, 

Q Now how siuch Choctaw blood did she have? A I dontt know, 

@ pid she live in Mississippi in 1830? A I don't know, 

Q po you know er any Choct aw ancestor on your father's side who 
lived in the old @hod aw Nation there in Mississippi er Alabama in 
1830 and was head of a femily there then? A Wo sir, 

Q Wow give me the name of your ancestor on your mother's side? 

A I don't. know what his name was, 

Q Well, what made you give Johnson then? A Well, I was thinking of 
my grandfather, 

Q Well, now can you give the name of any @hoctaw ancestor of yours 
on your »other's side? You say you claim through both parents, 

A Wo, f gan't, 

Q pid any of your mother's Ghectaw ancestors live in the old @hoc- 
taw Nation in Mississippi or Alabama in 1830 and have a family there 
then? A I don't know, 

Q You dontt know much about your Mississippi Choctaw ancestors 

then back there in 18307 A No sir, 





Q Did any of your Choctaw ancestors own any improvements on land in 
Mississippi or Alabama in the old Ghoctaw wation in 1830? A Not 
that I lmow of, 

Q@ .pidany of your Choctaw ancestors own or claim any land in the 
01d. Ghoctaw Wation in Mississippi or Alabama under article four- 
teen of the treaty of 183507 A T can't 8 ay, 

4 Did any of them go from thet old Nation Bast of the Mississippi 
iver to the Ghotaw Nation Wst. of the Mississippi River between the 
years of 1833 qad 1838? A r don't know, 





74 


Q. wid any of them within six months after the ratification of the 
treaty of 1830 go to the United States Indian agent, Col.ward, amd 
tell him that they wanted ¥ stay in Mississippi, take land there. 
and Deeome citizens of the States? A 1 don't know, 


In 18357 and also in 1842 by-various acts of Congress Commiiss- 
tons.were appointed which went te Mississippi and heard claimants 
under article fourteen of theitréaty of Dancing pebbit Creek, These 
Commissions were appointed Dedause:.& great many Indians who lived 
in ‘the old. Ghoct aw yation and who remained there after the treaty 
of 1830 was. ratified poder Shite they“had gone to Col. ward, the 
United states Indian: agent; within ‘six months from the ratification 
of the treaty of 1830 and attempted to register their names under the 
‘provisions of article fourtegn of that ‘treaty, but that Gol. ward © 
Bad neglected to make a proper registry of ir names; thRt none of 
them appeared upon his list known as. Ward's Register, and because 
their names Were not upon that list, land which they owned in the old 
Choctaw Wation was taken from them by the Government and sold, 


Q pid any of your Choctaw ancestors go before either of those Com+ 
missions and olaim any benefits under article fourteen of that 
treaty? A Not that I know of, 

Q Did any of your Choctaw ancestors receive any scrip from the 
Government which entitled them to select land in Mississippi, Ala- 
bama, Arkansag or Louisiana, to take the place of the land which they 
held in the old Ghectaw wation and which the Government took and sold 
A No sir; not that z know of, 

Q This scrip was issued under article fourteen under an act approy- 
ea August 23, 1842, Have you any other evidence you want to intro- 
duce at this time? A < 


(Here L.P.Hudson, attorney for applicant, asks for thirty 
days time in which to file written evidence; motion is granted.) 


Q wave you any relatives who have been before the Gommission to be 
identified? A My father, 
Q what was your father's name? A John W. Willson. 


Reference is made to M.C.R. 5872 for the purpose of consolidatin 


Q Do you 








Q Is there anything further you want to say? A No sir, 


This applicant has the appearance and physical characteristics of 
being a white man. We has brown eyes, dark Drown hair and light 

brown mustache, medium fair complexion, has ho knowledge of the 
Choctaw language and no knowledge of the compliance on the part of 
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Q wid any of them within six fronths after the ratification of the 
treaty of 1830 go te the United States Indian agent, Col.ward, and 
tell him that they wanted ¥ stay Mississippi, take land there 
and beeome citizens of the States? A 1 don't know, 


In 1637 and also in 1842 by various aete of Congress Comiss- 
ions.were appointed which want. te Uipsissippi and heard claimants 
under article fourteen of Mind i aoeehy of, Dancing pabbit Creek, .These 
‘Commissions were appointed det e:.8 Beat many Sidians who lived 
Ag “the old Ghoct aw yation and: remaisied’ th after the treaty 
Of 18350 was. ratified ree ni. Shite: 3 they had gene to Col.ward, the 
United states Indian: agent; withih six monthe from the ratification 
of the treaty of 1830 and attempted to register their Ame 8 
‘provisions of article fourteen of that “treaty, but that: Gol, 
Bad neglected to make a proper registry of their names} (tb none of 
them appearetl upon ‘his list known as. Ward's Register, and because 
their names Were net upon that list land which they owned in the ola 
Choctaw Wation was taken from them by the Government and sold, 


Q pid any of your Ghoctaw ancestors go before either of those Qom 
Missions and éleim any benefits under article fourteen of that 
treaty? A Not that I know of, 

Q Did any of your Ghoctaw ancestors receive any scrip from the 
Government which entitled them to select land in Mississippi, Ala- 
bama, Arkansas or Louisiana, to take the place of the land which they 
held in the old Choctaw wation and which the Government took and sold 
A No sir; not that I know of, 

Q This scrip was issued under article fourteen under an act approv- 
ed August 23, 1842, Have you any other evidence you want to intro- 
duce at this time? A « 


(Here L.P.Hudgson, attorney for applicant, asks for thirty 
days time in which to file written evidense; motion is grented,) 


Q Have you any relatives who have been before the Gommission to be 
identified? A My father, 
Q what was your father's name? A John W. Willson, 


Reference is made to M.C.R. 5972 for the purpose of consolidatin 





Q Do you speak or unierstad the Choctaw language?A—No—sir- 





Q Is there anything further you want to say? A No sir, 


This applicant has the appearance and physical characteristics of 
being a white man. we has brown eyes, dark brewn hair and light 

brown mustache, medium fair complexion. Hhas ho knowledge of the 
Choctew language and no knowledge of the compliance on the part of 
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aie and sworn te ‘berore ae. ot any ot Baty, 2502, 


Wotary Public, 








MeOeR. 65609, 


COPY. 3 
Maskogee, Ifidian Territery, April 13, 1903. 


William C, Willison, 

Mufaula, Indian Territory. 
Dear Sir: 

Tou are hereby advised that on the 135th day of April, 
1903, the commission to the Five civilised Tribes rendered a de+ 
Gision in the consolidated case of John W. Willson, et aly, om- 
bracing the following applientions for identification as Missis- 
sippi Choctaws: 

John ¥v, Willson, et al., M,CoRe 5272 

Sarah J « Ballard, et al., M.C.Rs. ' 5026 

Wild fam Gy Willison, et gl., NCR... 8609 

Lydia MN, Morrill, et al., M.C.sR. 5610 

May Smedley ,; et al., MCR, 5611, 

These applications were made under the provision of 
the Act of Congress of June 28, 1998 (30 State., 495), whioh 
is as follows: 

"Said Commiseion shall have authority to determine the 
identity of Choetaw Indians claiming rights in the Choctaw 
lands under article fourtein of the treaty between the United 
States and the otaw Nation, concluded September twenty- 
seventh, eighteen hunired and thirty, and to that end may ade 


. minteter oaths, examine witnesses and perform all other acts 
necessary thereto, and make report to the Seoretary of the 





Interior,* 
Said decision concludes_as—feliows: 





"It is therefore the opinion of this Commission that | 
the evidenge herein ia inguffioient to. determine the identity of 
John V. Wiligon, Willson, Edward Willsen, ¥rank Willson, 
Carrie Willsen, Lildie Willson, Alamedia Acock, Sarah Je 
Baljard, Gungers Ballard; Wililan 0, Willison, tanta Wilisen, 





¥, Oy ¥., aQeo 


Ruby Willson, tg B. Morrizi, alia Merrill, Walter Morrill, 
; Sawrenee, Morrii2, May Smedley, Willian Smedley, Curtis Smedley 
ani luay Gmedisy as Cheetaw Indians. entitied to righte in the 
Chestew 3, mier the proyisiong of oaid article fourteen of 
“he treaty Gf dighteen hundred and thirty,and that. the applica~ 
‘lene for their identification as such should be refuged, and 

at is so ordered.? .<.. d 


imo. ee 
teen days from the date heres? within which te file arguments 
in this offide, and that at the éxpiration of said time the pa~ 
pers in the case, together with such arguments, will be forwarded 


to the Secretary of the Interior through the Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs, 
Respectfully, 
(6IGNED) 
Lame Bizhv 
Chairman, 
Regist ered. 








‘ 
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Ms Gy Ry, 6609 


e: ritery, July 14, 1908, 
ay 


— 7 Mifanle, Th¢ien terrs tory, 
Deak Bibye Sete RL 

You are hereby notified thet on the 18th dey of Jane, 1903, 
the Seoretary of the Interior affirmed the decision of this Commias- 
Sion refusing the applications for identification as Mi asiseipys 
Chootaws of the several persons inoluded in the consolidated Case 
of John V. Wilisen et ale, of which decision you were advised by 
registered mail on the 13th day ef April, 1903, 

Reapeotfully, 


T, B. Needles. 
Commissioner 4u Charge, 


ok? Se «hg Oa aR at apterg Ae MR spe 
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No. B639 
For Identification as a Mississippi Choctaw. 
MAY 20 1902 


Date 


Name I C Hitler 
Age FZ -_ Blood Ve 
Post-Office, ee. ae 7) 


Rather poh 774 Weller, L 


Mother “hs ee L 


eee throws oad agra 


Children 


Ola fon 


a Ch. Ce 1s 5 





4. Stenographer LL, No 





Qhoetaw MCR 66/0 
Ly dia N. Mocci | 
See MCR BTA 


Be 
< 
> 
e 
™ 

© 








ss ay tie Seater of the application of: lydia NW. Morrill for the > 
identification of hérs#ir and her three minor ehildren, Halia, Wal- 


ter and ‘Lavrenve Morrijl, as Mississippi Choc taws, 


L. PiRudgon, attorney for applicante” os . > 


SORE; 


Lydia, Morrill being ily sworn testified as follows: 


Examination by the Commission: 


What. is your name? A Lydia WN. Morrill, 

What is your age? A. pwerty three, 

What is your post offices address? A Altona, Okleahoma, 

How long have you lived in Oklahoma? A IY came: there when I wes 
leven years old, 

ere did you live before? A In: Texas, 

Were you born. in Texas? A*°No sir. 

Where did you live before you Lived in-Texas? A. In: thé @hoct av 
Nation, , 
Q Were you born in the Chectaw fWation? A Yes sir, Wh, 
ecg jong did you.live there before you went to Tekag? A T dontt 

Ws 
Is your father living? A: Yes sir, 
Is, your mother? A’ Yes sir. 
What is your father's:name? A John W. Willson, 
se<8 thi * 7 ve tase r 1a LY = Vit 
You claim through your father? A: Yes. sir, 
How much Qhoet aw bigod’ de you ¢iaim? A Idon't know, 
Gantt .you tell the. t percentage of Choctaw bload you clain? 
you know how mugh*@heg aw bloed you"have? A An eighth, 


2 


BOoOLt LOL 





Are you sure about t mat? A I don't know, 
Q@ Has your father ever been ig | maa in any Way or enrelled.as a 
' Member of the, Shooter tribe of Indians by either the Ghogt aw tribal ©.) 
' @uthorities or the muthorities of the tmited states in the Indien. =<.’ 
Y Territory? A We sir. RE IO Sin 
6S. a idea * 


pel hh ‘ 5 AOR ete hee 
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Q He hes made applioation to be idert ified as a Mississippi Ghoo- 
taew? A You air, sa 
Q A fow. days ago? A Yes sir, 
Q.. phe you proof; of the marriage of your father? and mother? 
A No gir, ; 
Q Could that proof be introduced later? (Attorney for applicant 
says it will -be;} 
Q@.' Are you marriea@? A Yqs sir, 
Q What is-your husband's name? A Lon Morrill, 
Q Isvhe.a white man er Choctaw Indian? A white man, 

No. olaim for him?-A No air, 

Give me the name ef the oldest child you want to make applica- 
iom for? A Halia Merrill, 

qirl?.A. Yea.sir:, 

How old is she?’ A Five years ofd, 

vheat'is the name of the next? A Walter, 

How old is Walter? A we is four years old. 

The next? A One and a half; Lawrence, 

Boy? A Yes sir, 

You claim for yourself and these three children, do you? A Yes 
sir, re oat 
Q Is your name or’the name of your children on any of ‘the tribal 
rolls. of the Choctaw yation in the Indian Territory? A I don't know, 
Q@ ye Lon Morrill the father of these children? A Yes sir, 
Q Were you ever married before you married your husband? A Wo gir, 
Q yave you ever-made. épplication for citizenship in the Chectaw 
Nation for yourself and children to the @hoctaw tribal: authorities 
in the Indian Territory? A Wo sir, 
Q Did you ever make application for citizenship in the Ghoctaw Wa- 
tion to the tommigsion to the Five Civilized Tribes under the act 
of Congress of June 10, 18967 A Wo sir. 
Q Have you ever previous to this, date made application for yourself 
and ¢hildren for enrollment as Choctaw Indians to any author ity 
whatever? A No sir, 
Q You never have been enrolled with your children, habe you, as 
citizens of the Ghoctaw wation by either the Choctaw tribal authori- 
ties,. the Commission to the Five Civilized yribes or the United 
States Gourt in Indian Territory? A I don't know sir, 
Q Well, you don't think you have, do you? or you wouldn't be here 
today? A No, I don't think 7 hev e, 
Q DO you now come before the Gommigsion to identify yourself and 
children as Mississippi Choctaws Clajming under article fourteen of 
the treety of 18307 A Yes sir, 
Q@ po you understand that article of that treaty? A Wo, 


DLO HDAOD t+OL 


The treaty of 18630 was made between the United States Govern- , 





men and he G+-0-0-+8 ndiens pisos —in SeLiBE IPD allied Dancing 
Rabbit Creek om the 27th day. of September, 1830, The object of that 
treaty was to remove.as far as possible the @hoctaw Indians who 
lived in the old @hootaw yation fran that old Wation to the Ghoctaw 
Nation to the Cheétaw',ation, Indian Territory, Before the treaty 
was signed it became known..that a good many Ghoctaw Indians would re- 
fuse to go to the Ghoc taw yttion, Indian Territory, and in order 

to protect the interests of those who steyed back there article 
fourteen was put. into the treaty. It was then signed and afterwards 
ratified: It reads as follows: "each ghoctaw Head of family being 
desirous to remain and beomé a citizen ef the States shall de per- 
mitted to do so by signifying his intention to the agent within six 





months from the ratification of this 
treaty, andhe or she shall thereupon be entitled to a reservation of 
ene section of six hundred and forty acres of land to be bounded by 
sectional lines of survey} in like manner shall be entitled to one 
half that quantity for each uhmarrited child which is living with 
him over ten years of age, and a quarter section to such child as may 
be under ten years of age, to adjoin the location of the parent. If 
they reside upon said lands intending to beceme citizens of the 
States for five years after the ratification of this treaty in that 
case a grant in fee simple shall issue. aid reservation shall. in-~ 
clude the present rovement of the head of the family or a portion 
of it. Persons who ciaim under this article shall not lose the privi- 
lege of a Choctaw citizen but if they ever remove are not to be en- 
titled to any portion of the @hoctaw annuity., 


Q Now do you understand that article? A --- 
Q Well enough to claim under it, or do you want it further explained 
A guess I do. 
Q t was the article that was put into the treaty in 18630 for the 
espécial benefit of the Ghoctaw Indians who remained in the old 
@hoctaw nation and the purport of it is this; they could stay back 
there and take land there and in five years time they could have a 
deed to it from the Govermment, but in order to take advantage of it 
they had to go to the United States Indian agent within six months 
after the treaty was ratified and tell him that they wanted to stay 
in Mississippi, take land there and become citizens of the States. 
That,s plain, isn't it? A Yes sir. 
Q Do you know if any of your Choctaw ancestors complied or attempted 
to comply with any of the provisions of that article of that treaty? 
A JT dontt know, 
Q what was the name of your ancestor through whom you claim your 
right to be identified as a Mississippi @hoctaw? A My father, 

well, go back as far as you can now, A Great grandmother, 

well, whomever you claim through? A Brown, my great grandmother, 

what was her first name, do you know? A No sir, 

How much Choctaw blood did she have? A I don't know, 

Did she live in Mississippi or Alabama in the old Choctaw yation 

18307? A I don't know. 

qan you give the name of any ancestor who lived in Mississippi or 
Alebama in the old Choctaw wation there in 1830 and was the hesd of 
a family there then? A No sir, 
Q Did any of your Choctaw ancestors ovm sny improvements on land in 
Mississippi or Alabema in 1830 in the old Choctaw Wation? A I don't 
know, 
Q Did any of your Choctaw ancestors within six months after the 
ratification of the treaty of 1830 go to the United States Indian 

re TIC dia rIey We Je GO BUEYV di BS ISSiDp BE 

land there and become citizens of the States? A I don't know, 
Q id any of your Ghoctaw ancestors own any land or claim any in 
the old Choctaw nation in Mississippi or Alabama under article 
fourteen of the treaty of 1830? A jy don't k now, 
Q Did any of your Choct ew ancestors go from that old Choctaw ywation 
Fast of the Mississippi River to the Choctaw yation West of the River 
between 18°23 to 1838? A I don't know, 


The Indians who r emained in the old Qhoctaw yation afte r the 
treaty of 1830 was ratified were required if they wanted to stay and 
take advantage of artiole fou teen of ,that treaty to go to the United 





States Indian agent, @o01,Ward within six months from the ratifioca- 
tion ef the treaty and tell him that. they wanted to stay in Mississ- 
ippi, take land there and become citigens of the states; a good 
many Indians did this whose names @ol.Ward neglected to put upon his 

iist known as Ward's Register} hig neglegt caused many Indians who 
held land in Mississippi to lose both land and improvements; the 
Government took them both from them and sold them: this caused. go 
many complaints among the Indians that in 1837, March 3, @ Gommission 
Was appointed by Gongress which went to Mississippi and heard claims 
under article fourteen of the treaty of 1830, In 1842 by an act of 
Congress approved August 23, 1842, anéther Commission was appointed 
for the same purpose. This Commission also went to Mississippi and 
heard, claimants. under article fourteen of that treaty, 


Q Did any of your Ghoct aw ancestors. go before either of these two 
Commissions and claim any benefits as Choctaw Indians under that 
article of that treaty? A I don't know, 

Q Did any of your Choctaw ancestors receive any sorip: from the 
Govermmént. which was issued under act of Congress appoved August 23, 
1842, and which entitled the holder te select land in Mississippi, 
Alabama, Arkansas or Louisiana to take the place of the jand which 
they had occupied in the old Choctaw Wation and which the Government 
had taken from them and sold? A.I don't. know, 

Q Is John W, Willson your father? A’ Yes sir. 

Q Do you,want to have your case and his consolidated with other 
applicants claiming through the same cormon ancestor? A Yes sir. 


The case of John W. Willson, M.9.R. 5272 is here referred to for 
the purpose of consolidation, 
Have you any further proof you want to submit at this time? 


(Here L.P,Hudson, attorney for applicant, asks for thirty days 
time in which to file written evidence. It is granted,) 


no you speak the Choctaw language? A No sir, 


Txamination by L.P.Hudson, att'y fo) applicant: 


Mrs, Morrill, you are a daughter of John W. Willson, are you not? 
Yes sir, 

Your father has made an application, has he not? A Yes sir, 

And you are depending on the evidence that he secures in this case 





for the evidence in your case? A Yes sir, 





You prastisally know nothing about these old ancestors yourself? 
Nothing only what I have been taught by him, 
And that's not very mueh? A No sir, 
Your father claimed one eighth Indian blood? A Yes sir, 
You being his daughter would have one half of that amount, wouldnt 
you? A Yes sir, 
Q And the one half of one eighth would be one sixteenth, wouldn't 
it? A’ Yes sir, 
Q That's all, 


By the Commission: 
This applicant has the appearance and physieal characteristics of 





descended from white parentage): dark brewn hair; brows ovens med fun 
fair heseiseten. gre has no ae ah ee of the Ghee tar 


nd knowledge. of the « ale. eu on hdoed eer of her ancestor og 
of the provisions of art Fee of, he, panes? or apes. tyes 


y Oo Hains being ewern on: ie eathe tates that va stenographer 
: Semmes ion to thé Vive Miviliued vribep he reported in full 
; the QS0CVe eRtitied cause on 2Q@, 1902, and 
the above and fo AM a 2uld, true and correct transcript 
‘gtenographic notes 4n * ‘Geuse on said date. 


Renn A aie 


subseribed and ‘sworn. to befors: me wots 2Y day of wo 1908, 


We) 
ree ae 


Pe Ye 


Notary Public, 








MiCeRe 5610. 
COPY, 


Muskogee, Indien Territory, April 13, 1903, 


Tydia NW, Morrill, 
Altena, Oklahoma, 
Dear ‘Madant 
‘You are hereby advised that on the 13th day of April, 
1903, the comm onted to the Five Civilized Tribes rendered a 
decision in the consolidated case of John W, Wilison, et al., 


embracing the following applications for identification as 


Mississippi Choctaws: 


John v. Wilison, et al., MeCoR, 5272 
Sarah J, Ballard, et al., M,C.R. 5026 
William 6. Wilison,et. al., M.0.R. 5609 
Lydia W. Morrill, et’ als; Mic.R, 5610 
May Smedley, et al., MeOeRy. 6612. 


These applications were made under the provision of the 


Ast of Congress of June 28,1898;(30 Stats. ,495), which is as 
TOLLOWS: 


"Gaid Commiasion shall have authority to de 
identity of Choetaw Indians Maiming rights vas ead rota 
jands under artiole fourteen of the treaty between the United 
States and the Choctaw Nation, doneluded September twenty- 
Seventh, eighteen hundred and thirty, and to ‘that: «na may ad- 
minister cathe, .examirie witnesses, and perform ali other acts 


ronan? therete, and ‘make report to the Seoretary of the 





Said deeision: coneludes as ?cliews: 





"It ie therefore the epinion of this Commiasi 
pe sysderhe herein te 4 sufficient to determine tha ideutien er 
ohn VW, Willgon, Nanay ligen, Rdaward Willison, Frank Willson 
Carrie Wiljaon, Li12i9 Wilison’ Alamedia Acoek, Sarah J. 





Le We Me, 


Rellard, Summers Ballard, William 0. Wilison, Lante Willson 
Ruby Willson, Lydia M. MorriJl, Halie Morrili, Walter Morrii2, 
Lawrence Morrill, May Smedie » William. Smedley, Curtis Smedley 
and Lucy Smedley ae Choctaw Indians entitled to rights in the 
Choéetaw Lande under the provisions of said article fourteen of 
the treaty of righ inten hundred and thirty, and that the applica~ 
tiene for their dentification as stich should be refused, and 

it is se ordered. * 


nha ae. 7 


“You are further advised that you will be allowed rir- 


teen days from the date hereof within which to file arguments 

in this office, and that at the expiration of said time the pa-~ 
pers in the case, tocether with such arguments, will be forwarded 
to the Seeretary of the Interior through the Commissioner of 
Indian Affaire, 


\ Respeotfully, 


Registered, 








prritory, July 14, 1903, 


You are hereby notified that on the 18th, day of June; 
1903, the Seretary of the Interier affirmed the decision of this 
Commission refusing ‘the applicatiom for identification as 
Mississippi Choeotaws of the several persons included in the con- 
solidated ease of John VW. Willson et al., of which decision you 
wore advised by registered mail on the 13th day of April, 1903, 
Respectfully, 


T, B. Needles. 


: Commi saioner in eet ed 
CHAK ARG Th a ala ae i ERT ig Ko ae 
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> For Identification as a Mississippi Choctaw. 
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Fathe fo MW Ws lear £ 
pethee Tireg £ 


as OMe 


Kon Norr2ek ; L Ww, 
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‘Department af. the Interior, 
‘Ueudigpen on to. ‘the Five a eae f gribes, 
Muskogee, “I.T. May 20, 1902, 


tn ‘the matter of the application of May Suiedley for the iden- 
tification of herself and her-three minor dhildren, William, Curtis. 
and Luey: ange? as Biesias mips Choo taws, 


¥ 


‘di. P.Hudgon, attty far appli¢ent, 


meyer 
LL, 


ae 


May Smedley being first auly sworn testified as foliows: 


hes; 


eae 


Rxamination by the Commission: 


What is your name? A May Smedley, 
‘what is your age? A Nineteen. 
what is yourpost office address? A Maud, Oklahoma, 
How long have you. lived in Maud? A I don't know, 
How long have you lived in,Oklahoma? A TI come to Oklahoma when 
I was small, | 
Q How old do you think you were when you went there-- ten or eight 
years? A TI wag about 6 or 7. I guess, 
Q Where did you live before you went to Oklahoma? A Texas. 
Q Born in Texas? A Yes sir. 
Q -Is: your father living? A\ Yes sir, 
0 ys your mother. living? A. ‘Yes sir. 
Q hat is your father's name? A ‘John W. Willson. 
Q Ina your, mother's name is shear A Nanoy Willson, 
by OF © 5 mien e n ofen : 2 n tno HD LOos 
thr ove’ both, 
@ Pataay and mother? A Yes sir, . 
Q. How mtioh @hoct aw blood do you elaim? A. A sixteenth. I believe. 

@ Have your parert s ever been recognized 4n any manner or enrolled 
as’ meubers of the Ghoetaw tribe of Indiang by either the chodtaw 
tribal authorities. or the United States author thie" inthe. Indian 

Territory? A I.don't know sir, 

Well, do you think they have ever been enrgllea? A» Me sir, they 
fist made application here; 

go be identified as Wississippi Gioctaws?A ‘Yee sir. 
Q ve you proof of the ART AAG of your father and mother with you 
here? A No air, 


‘ 





+26 


moat will be introduced later, will it? A Yes sir. 

78 your husband living? A Yes sir, 

what is his name? A pavid smediey. 

Is David Smedley living and a white man? A Yes sir, 

You make no claim for him? A No sir. 

How many ehildren have you? A Three. 

What is the name of the oldest? A William Smedley, 

How old is William? A your, 

What is the name of the next? A Curtis. 

Hew old is Curtis? A He will be two in July. 

He is one now? A Yes sir, 

What is the name of the next? A Lucy. 

How old is Lucy? A Two months, 

You claim for yourself and these three children, do you? A yes sir 
Is Bavid Smedley the father of these three children? A Yes sir. 
Are you and he living together as husband and wife and the chil- 
dren living with you at your home? A Yes sir. 

Q Were either of you married before you married eash ether? A No 
sir, 

Q Is your name on any of the tribal rolls ef the Qhoctaw Nation in 
the Indian Territory ? A Wo sir, 

Q@ Have you ever made application for citizenship in the Choctaw Na- 
tion to the “Choctaw tribal authorities in the Indian Territory? 

A No sir, ' 

Q Have you ever made application for eitigenship in the ‘thoctaw 
Nation to the Commission to the Rive Oivilized ;ribes under ‘the act 
of Oongress of June 10, 18967 A Wo sir, 

Q [8 this the first application you have ever madé for yourself 
and children for citizenship in the Ghoctaw Wation? A Yes sir. 

Q@ Have you or your chil n ever been enrolled as citizens of the 
Choctaw nation to any authority whatever? A No sir, 

Q DO you now want to make application to identify yourself and these 
children as Mississippi @hoct aws claiming under article fourteen of 
the treaty of 1830? A Yes sir, 

Q DO you understand that article of that treaty? A No sir, 


In 1850 a treaty was made between the United States Government 
and the Choctaw Indians at a place called Dancing Rabbit Creek in 
Mississippi on the 27th day of September, 1830. The object of that 
treaty was to remove the Indians from the old Choctaw wation Bast of 
the Mississippi River to the Choctaw Netion, Indian Territory; before 
the treaty was signed it became known that a great many Indians 





would not go to the Choct aw Nation, Indian Territory, and in order to 
pretect c sts = ole To en was put into the treaty. 

It reads as follows: "Rach Choctaw head of a family being de- 
sirous to remain and become a citizen of the Btates shall be per- 
mitted to do so by signifying his intention to the agent within six 
months from the ratification of this treaty and he or she shall 
thereupon be entitled a reservation of one section of six hundred 
and forty acres of land to be bounded by sectional lines of survey; 
in like manner shall be entitled to one half that quantity for eash 
ummarried child which is living with him ever ten years of age, and 
® quarter section to such ohild as may be under ten years.of age, te 
adtoin the location of the parent. If they reside upon gaid lands 


intending to become citizens of the States for five years. after the 





«Bu 


ratification of this treaty, in that oase a grant in fee simple shall 
issue, Said reservation shall dnclude the present improvement of the 
head; of the family or’a portion of it. Persons who claim under this 
article shall not lose the privilege of a @hoctaw citizen but if they 
ever remove are not to be entitled to any portion of the Choctaw 
annuity." 


Q what is the name of your ancestor that you are claiming through 
now as a Mississippi Choctaw? A I dontt know, 
Q pon't you know the name of your great grandfather or great grand- 
mother, the one way baok there that you olaim through? (no answer.) 
Q Are you a sister of Lydia N. Morrill? A Yes sir, 
Q Did you ever hear of an ancestor named Brown? Do you want to 
claim through that one? A Yes sir, 
Q You are quite sure that you remenber having heard of a great 
grandmother named Brown? A Yes sir, 
And that she had some Choctaw blood? A Yes sir. 
How much,-"do you know? A I believe father says its a quarter, 
Your father told you it was a quarter? A Yes sir. 
And you claim how much?’ A A sixteenth, 
What is the Christian name of this great grandmother Brown? 
T don't know, 
Now, ‘this is your father's grandmother? 4 Yes sir, 
You sey you claim through your mother, also? A Yes gir, 
What is the name of your mother's Choctaw Ancestors? A I don't 
know, 
Q DO you know whether your great grandmother, Brown, or your moth- 
er's: ancestor, on either side,lived: in Mississippi or Alabama in the 
old Choctaw wation in 1830 md were heads of families there then? 
A No sir, I don't know, 
Q mid you ever hear of any ancesotr of yours havine Choctaw blood 
who lived in that old Ghoctaw yation? A No sir. 
You claim through your father and mother? A yes sir, 
q@n you trace your mother's lineage back to her @hoctaw ancestry? 
No sir. 
can you trace your father's lineage back to his (hoctaw ancestor? 
No sir, 
what is your fether's neme? A. John W. Willson, 
we has made application has he not, to be identified as a Miss- 
issippi Choctaw? A Yes sir. 
Q@ DO you want to have his case considered with yours in order that 
all of those claiming through the same common ancestor may be con- 
soljdatea? A Yes sir, 
Q _1id sy of your Choctaw ancestors owm any land or claim any. in 


Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
A 
Q 
Q 
Q 





he—oid Ghocte tatto Sissippi or Alabama in IB30? A [| don't 
know, 

Q nid any of your Choctaw ancestors within six months after the 
ratification of ,the treaty of 1830 go to the United States Indian 
agent, CoOl.ward and tell him that they wanted to stay in Mississippi, 
take land there and become citizens of the United States? 4 No sir, 
not that I know of, 

Q nid any of your Choctaw ancestors to your knowledge, own any im- 
provements on land in Mississippi or Alabama in 1830? A Wo sir, 

Q nid any of them go from the old Choctaw yation Kast of the Miss- 
issippi River to the Ghoctaw Nation, Indian Territory, with the 
other Indians-? A Not that I know of, 





la 1837. by an. act. appréved yarch @, and also in 1842 by an act 
, wPPproved August 23, os sSnione were appointed which went to Mise- 
“ise ippi and heard ola Age ..unde;y: artiole fourteen of the treaty 

of Dancing Rabbit’ Greek; th ions were appointed to hear 
Indtans Who claimed ' iat: they, had: gone before. @ol.,ard within six 
months from the ratifigation of the treaty and at ted to’ register 
under that-artiole fourteen of thad treaty but that he had refused 
to: take their names or piace them wpon his list knewn as Ward's 
Register, and as a céngaquence. of his: neglect the land which they 
had a right. to hold in the 614 Choet aw Nation was taken from them 


* 


and sold by the Government, 


Q pid any of your Choctaw ancestors €0 before either of these Com- 
missions and claim benefits as Chodtaw Indians? A Wot that I know 
of, 

» QQ pid bet Oa your Cheetaw ancestors receive any serip from the 
Government ¢ the United States which entitled them to select land in 


Mississippi, Alabam, Arkansas. or Yohisiana, to take the place of the 
dand which they had held in the 01d @hoctaw vation and which the 
Government had taken from them and..sold?sA I don't know, 


Q Have you any evidence you wint: to present now? 


(Here L.P.Hudson; attorney for applicant, asks for thirty days 
time in which te introduce written avidence; it is wranted,) 


Q No you speak the Ghoctaw language? A No sir. 

Q ys there anything more you want to ® ay now in support of your 
claim? A Wo sir, 

Q Any questions, Mr, Hudson? A No sir, 


This applicant has the appearance and physical characteristics of 
being descended from white ferentage; brown eyesm brown hair, medium 
fair complexion; she has no knowledge of the Ghoctaw language and no 
knowledge of the compliance by any of her ancestors with any of the 
provisions of article fourteen of the treaty of 1830, 


Henry G. Hains being sworn on his oath states that as stenographer 
to the Commission to the Pive Civilized Tribes he reported in full 
the proceedings had in thé above entitled cause on May 20, 1902, md 
tnhat the above and foregoing is a full, true and correct. transoript 
of his stenographic notes in said cause on Said date, 


rb Ii Oe 





Oe a ON a a [A444 
: ( 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this y day of May, 1902, 


2 
Yea i Vi 


Wotary Public, 





M.0.R, 5611, 
COPY. 


Indian Territory, April 13, 1903, 


May Smedley, 
Mand, Oklahoma. 
Dear Madam: 
You are hereby advised that on the 13th day of April, 
1903, the Comaission te the Pive Civilized Tribes rendered a 
decision in the consolidated case of John ¥. Wilison, et al., 
embracing the following applications for identification as 
Mississippi Choctaws: 
M.CoR. 5272 
MeQeR. 5026 
s@t als, M.C.R. 8609 
Lydia ¥, Morrill, et @l., M.O.R, 8610 
Smedley, et al., M.CeR, 5612, 
These applications Were made under the provision of 
the Act of Congress of June 28, 1898, (30 State., 495), which 


is as follows: 


Bai 
identity of 
lands under article fourteen 
States and the Choctaw Nation, 
eighteen hundred and 
oaths 
necessary the 


Interior,* 





Said decision censiudas ag Tollows: 





"It 18 therefore the opinion or this Commission that 
the evidenee herein is insufficient to determine the identity or 
John V. Willson, Nancy Willson, Edward Vilison, Frank Willson, 
Carrie Willson, Lillie Willeon, Alamedia Acoek, Sarah.J, 





Ballard, Sumers Ballard, William C, Willson, Larite Willson, 
Ruby Widison, Lydia N. Morril., alia Morri11, Walter Morriii, 
Lawrence Morrill, May Smedl » William Smedley, Curtis Smedley, 
and Lucy Smedley. as chootaw ndiang entitled to rights in the 
Choctaw Lands under the provisions of said article fourteen of 
the treaty of ne ee hundred and thirty,and that. the applica~ 
ae for their identification as such should be refused, and 


RRBs rn pra g gy £5 Ronee shag inane ci oe ‘xo rsegg 
You are further advised that you will be allowed rir- 

teen days from the date hereof within which to file arguments 

in this office, and that at the expiration of said time the paperg 

in the oase, together with such arguments, will be forwarded to 

the Secretary of the Interior through the Commissioner of Indian 

Affairs, 


Respectfully, 


fame Bixby. 
Chairman, 


Registered, 








Dear Maims:- 


You are ‘hereby notified that on the ifth dey of June, 
1903, the Secretary) of she Interior affiypmed the aedision of this 
Cami seion refusing the epplications for identifivesion as Missis- 
sippi Ghectews. of the several persens indiuded in the! \ponsolidated 
ease of John v./wiiieon et al., of which decision {oe were advised 
by si ata ela ‘on the 15th day of April, 1903.| 
Respectfully, 


(SIGNED) 


fy & Aegis 








For Identification as a Mississippi Choctaw, 


Date MAY 20 1902 
Name Or, 
Age (9. Blood 1G, 
rost-Ottiee, Lau, 01 ha, 
Father heln 4 Hitlaer., vA 


Moline A1He 4 Lig 


Claim mia Tok MSHA 
“Aierace drmectbay, It iéh 
Ro dene how 


Children 








Choeta - : mM a | Pee 12 
Eee he | jee 











pe ence oY TEE IeTanron, 
-Omnart stom 0 \sme vive CIVILIZED TRIBES, 


vive 


\ PUM epan- Henne aad 


sn. the matter or the application of Sarah M, Beckham 
for identification a8 @ Mississippi Chootaw, M. C0. R, 6612, 


POP ew ea Gedo we 


List 6€ papers forwarded to the Becretary of the Interior, 


comprising the record in the case of. Sarah M. Beckham. 


cnancahbodesd 


sion te the 


b 
Gation as » "Set eant fe Eroutes mes 


sk a 


Original ‘ap Lieation ef form 3 cirili pede 
to the iz 


for iden 


sin sap t Aee bu lg: PIKE eile ele ie nee 


yh 


Deoision ie tne dani’ sds: to the Pive m citi t¥oe tr ibe" 
refusing the application of Sarah ¥. 
identification as a Miesiseipp, Chee tay +: 


Seem eee ae *e8e 








| , is, my: tn the ECO, ‘ate. 4 “4 presents : 2’ waren Mi) mdeMhid for idens 
aay as & es rd shoc ae ts 


Mii ga ‘ Oakes 
¥ é A, 


L, Pihieeen, ‘ett orhey for mpplicant. 


Garah &, Beokham being Sworn testified as follows : 


ees 


pranination by’ the Coniitdes ton: 
; Ei * : ¥ 


Ghat is your panes A Sarah, pateainge 
How old’ are. you? A > Gixty. five years 
what its yous Menai offioe address? A Wes Seg 
How long have thie Lived there? A Beer 14 ding there a year last 
Deceniber. 
: pes long have ou been Living 4 that terratory? ie Wineteen years. 
Where did you tive before that? A In Arkansas, 
Where were ‘you horn? A’ oBoarn in Arken#as, 
rhat:place?. A: Pope couae 
7® your father living? As; ie, Sirs 
your, mother Tiving? Ae io sir. 
Prat is your father's name? A Jerry, Wilkit, 


So are 


(Notet This is the olonest phonetic spelling.) 


You agtes that this: phone tae spelling is ‘the sound Wei~l-k-+1-t? 
Yes sir, 





Gan you feed or write? A. WO) sir, T ‘can't read. 

And you ere hard of hearing, arent t. you? You sant hear: very 
Well, can.you?. A Ko sir, ‘ 4 
"@ What ‘4a Your mother's ame? A Vinnie Parker ,. \ 
Q wis, that her maiden: name-- befong,, she ‘married? A Yeu pit; ‘eke 
married, WAlKit; 
Qa hreugh whieh parent de you efile gia kis bio6d? A iy mother. 


: \. Q How much do you claim? A T'oan't tei you oiese than e hai?, 





wes she ever recognized as a Choctaw Indian or enrolled as one 
any authority? A Wo sir. 

Ts your husband living? A Yes sir, 

Is he Choctaw or a white man? A’ He is a white man. 

wheat is his name? A Wiley Beckhan, 

po you make any claim for him? A No sir. 

po you claim for yourself alone? A Yer sir} he is a white man. 
You haven't any children under age? A No sir; my youngest child 
twenty five, 

Ts your name on any of the tribal rolls of the Choetaw wation in 
the Indian Territory? A Not that I know of. 

Q pave you ever made applioc&ton to the Choctaw tribal authorities 
in the Indian Territory for citizenship in the Choctaw Nation? A No 
sir, 

Q wave you ever made application to the pawes Commission for citi- 
zenship under the act of Congress of June 10, 1896? A No sir, 

Q Is this the first applicetion you have ever made for citizenship 
in the (Choctaw nation to any authority whatever? A Yes sir, 

Q Have you ever been admitted to citizenship in the Choctaw Nation 
by either the Choctaw tribal authorities, the Commission to the Five 
Civilized pribes orthe United States Court in Indien Territory? 

A Wo sir. 

Q po you now want to be identified as a Mississippi Choctaw? A yes 
sir, 

Q Do you claim under article fourteen of the treaty of 18507 A Yes 
sir, 


‘<< 


DrHBODOLHA OD 


That article reads as follows: “Each Choctaw head of a family 
being desirous to remain and become a citizen of the States shall be 
permitted to do so by signifying his intention to the agent within 
six, months from the ratification of this treaty and he or she shall 
thereupon be entitled to a reservation of one section of six hundred 
and forty acres of land to be bounded by sectional lines of survey; 
in like manner shall be entitled to one half that quantity for each 
unmarried child which is living with him over ten years of age, and 
@® quarter section to such child as may be under ten years of are, to 
adjoin the location of the parent. If they reside upon said lands 
intending to become citizens of the States for five years after the 
ratification of this treaty in that case a grant in fee simple shall 
issue. gaid reservation shall include the present improvement of the 
head of the family, or a portion of it. Persons who claim under this 
article shail not lose the privilege of a Choctaw citizen but if they 
ever remove are not to be entitled to any portion of the Choctaw an- 
nuity," 





Q Do you understand that article fourteen well enough to claim 
under it? A Yes sir, 

Q what is the name of your ancestor through whom you claim? A My 
Grandmother; her maiden name was Rachel Driggin. 

Q was Rachel Driggin your grandmother? A Yes sir, 

Q _hat was her maiden name? A Yes sir. 

Q Whom did she marry? A She married a Parker; Wenry Parker. 

A Did she live in Mississippi in 18307 A My grandmother did, yes 
sir. 


" 
‘ 





= 


Ph) MEDAA 8 he, bavi ehddaren. tn Wisutentppi in IpS07 A: it think she. hed « 


My <agh i ae | 
‘ Rin 2850? A Ves sie fy atts hate Ns. 
; Q Rhis Reokel Driggin of PaCheX Packer. ven heé@ of a family in 
ay | Miss insippi in. 18309 Seventy two. go? A. ves sir. 
@ How much Choct ew pledd did ie We? A Rachelj. she oleimed a 
half, } , Nig s ~ 
Q You claim from ‘paghel ant Henry Parker, both? A Wo, I just elaim 
from my grandmother; she told me.gli-Y know, 
Q Didany of your Choo taw &noeetons own erty rovements on land 
in Migs isgipp4 or Alabama in 183074 7 think they did, not, 


By attorney for epplicant: 
Q De. yOU know? A FT -don¥t think ‘they Mid, Rachel or Henry, 
By Commission: 


;® “Did any or your €hectaw ancestors 3¥mn eny land or claim any in 
““Migeipsippi oF Alebard Under article “fourteen df the treaty of 1830? 
A Tedon! ; ‘ ’ 
Q an tors “Zo. ah vation 
‘tO the @hr story. with the other Ind jane? 
A “Ne ' sir; 1 oa trthink they aid, ' its 
Q.: Did any ef “your Choctaw ances tors #4% montis ther the vatifioas. 
; ‘Ore treaty of 1830) or" £0. to the Unttea tates Indin agent 
ant. tell him.thet they wanted te Stay in Mississippi, Yake land. 
end become citizeny of the Statese- A” L-don *tskenow,.: ATO 
( @Mie any of your Choo taw onoéetors go bef oe either the: Qontiisd ion. 
Of 2037 or 1842 ana claim Any benefits as Choetaw Indians tinder’ Mes 
artiele fourteen? A Not» thatz know: of, | a Mek aia: | sh on Sgn 
Q. mhese Gommissions, were appointed to hear @laimants who’ slainedi 
that they had) gone ti Col, Wardmwithin six months from the: ratiPicas 
tion. of the treaty and t ried to régister but that he wouldn *t regigue 
ter their: games ard therefore the Yovernment took the land away from 
Mississipps. You understand that? 2 Tdont+t knew anything’. 
about whether any of my people went before then, fe Ne a 
Q Mad any of your people tf Choctaw Tnédans receive any ‘serip. from 
the Government which a lowed them to select land to take the plate 
of the land which the Government had taken from them? A I do 
know sir, Bint i 
Q This serip wes issued under en ‘act approved: August 3, 1842, | 
Have you any relatives who have been before the Commission tobe 
ified as Mississippi chootiws? p No sir, Tt am all ‘there is, 
loW much Choctaw blood do you ojmim? A TI claim a half, 
pave you any evidende that you want to introduce pow? 





(Here L.P.Hudgon, actly, aske for thirty days time to file 
written evidence; it ‘is alldwed, ) 


Q “ps you talk the Choctaw langudge? A wo sir, 
Q Tro attorney) Any questions Mr, ‘Hudson? A No air, 


This applicant has the appearance and physical cheracteristicas of 
of “beivig of mised blogd, compased ‘undoubtedly of Whit®.and Indian, 


% 





tewn ef the: 


@. Hains being sworn on his cath at sei ahi 
the: G¢mniasion t6 the Five Oivilis ¥ 


ep a Led May @ and that 
this é é and correct transeript ef his stenographic notes 


JO 0. 4m madd @aume on said date, 


then 0 Ape 


“) @bs@Fibed and sowrn to before me this DY gay ef way, 1992. 


Notary Public, 








DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
COMMISSION TO THR FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES. 


SH nena Qon o eee 


In the matter of the epplication ef Sarah M, Beekhen, 


for identification an a Mississippi Chectew, M,C, R,.8612. 


“+: DECISION tee 


It appears from the teeord herein that application 
for identification as a Mississippi Choctaw was made te this 
Commission by Sarah M. Beekhem fer herself, under the following 
Provision of the act of Congress approved June 28, 1896, 

(30 Stats., 495); 


"Seid Commission shall have authority to de- 
termine the identity of Chooter Indians claiming 








rights in the Chootar 1 ure 
+ eaty between the United States and 


the Choctaw Nation, concluded September twenty- 
seventh, eightean hundred and thirty, and to that 
end may administer Caths, exemine witnesses and 
perform all other acts at thereto aid make 
report to the Secretary of the nter ier .* 


It aleo appears that said applicant elaims rights in 
the Choetaw lands under artiole fourteen. of the treaty between the 





United States and the Ghoctaw Nation, seneluded Septeuber twenty- 
‘seventh, eighteen hundred and thirty, dy reason of being a. 
descendant f Rachel Parker, nee Driggin, who is alleged_te have 
been ah ohe-half blood Chectew Indian, and to have réeelded in 


Mississippi in eighteen hundred and thirty. 

It further appears from the evidence submitted in 
support of said application and from the records in, the pos- 
session of thé Commission, that said applicant has never deen 
enrolled by the Choctaw tribal authorities as a member of the 
Cheetew tribe, or admitted te Chestaw citizenship by a duly 
constituted court or committee of the Chect ar Nation, er by 
the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes, or by am decree 
of the United States Court in Indian Territory, under the 
provisions of the act of Congress approved June 10, 1896, 
(29 State., 321). 

It does not appear from the testimony and evidence 
offered in support of said application, or frem the records in 
the possession of the Commission relating to persens whe ¢con- 
plied or attempted to comply with the provisions ef said 
article fourteen of the treaty of eighteen hundred and thirty, 
and to persons who heretofore were claimants thereunder, that 
the said Rachel Parker, nee Driggin, or an eneestor less remote, 
signified (in person or by proxy) te Colonel Wa, Ward, Indian 
Agent, Choctaw Agency, an intention to comply with the provisions 


of said article fourteem, or presented a claim to rights there- 





under to either of the commissions authorized to adjudicate such 
Claims by the acts of Congress apvroved Mareh 3, 1837 (5 Stats., 
180) and August 23, 1642 (5 Stats., 513). 

It is therefore the opinion of this Commigsion that 
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the evidence herein is ineuffieient to determine the taentity 

ef Sersh M. Bookham as Gheotew Indian entities te rights 

in the Ghoete lands under the provisions of ata article fourteen 
ef the treaty of eighteen hundred and thirty, and that the ap- 
-plieation'for her identification as sush sheuld be refused, and 


it {6 mo ordered, 
COMMA ssIon TO THe FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES. 


Tate Bixby. 





T. B. Needles. 


ss er « 





Cr ae Breckinridge. 
“Cem gpicner, 





Muskogee, Indian Territory, 
FEB 4 1903 


af 











M.C.R. 5612 
GOPY 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, February 4, 190s. 


Mansfield, MoMurray & Cernish, 
Attorneys for the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations, 
South McAlester, Indian Territory. 
. Gentlemen: 

You are hereby advised that en the 4th day of February, 1903, 
the Commission to the Pive Civilized Tribes rendered a decision in 
the case of Sarah M. Beckham, an applicant for identification ap a 
Mississippi Choctaw. 


This application was made under the provision of the act 


ef Congress of June 28, 1898 (30 Stats., 495), 


Said decision coneludes as follows: 
“It is therefore the #pinion of this Commission that the 
rein is insufficienttto determine the identity of gs 
a8 @ Choctaw Indian ntitled to rights in the 
under the provisions of said article fourteen of the 
eighteen hundred and thirty, and that the application for 
fication as such should be refused, and it is so ordered.® 
; You are further advised that the applicant in this case has 
been allowed fifteen days from the date hereof within which to Tile 
arguments in this office, and that at the expiration of said time, 
the papers in the case together with such arg uments will be forwarded 
to the Seoretary of the Interior through the Commissioner of Indian 


Affairs. 





Respectfully, 





wien! 


Fa = 4 
2) am ama am | q anpaaa 
ee ke bw oe 


Acting Chairman, 





M.C Kk. 6612 
Copy 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, February 4, 1903. 


Sarah M. Beckhan, 
Cook, Oklahoma. 
Dear Madam: 
You are hereby advised that on the 4th day of February, 1903, 
the Commission to the Five Civilised Tribes rendered a decision in 
thBecase of Sarah M. Beckham, an applicant for identification as a 


- 


Mississippi Choctaw. 


This application was made under the provision of the act 
of Congress of June 28, 1892 (30 Stats., 495) which is as follows: 


"Said Commission shall have authority to determine the 
identity of Choctaw Indians Claiming rights in the Choctaw 
lands under artiole fourteen of the treaty between the United 
States and the Choctaw Nation, concluded September twenty- 
seventh, eighteen hundred and thirty, and to that end may ad- 
minister oaths, examine witnesses and perform ali ether acts 
necessary thereto and make report to the Seeretary of the In- 
terior." 


Said decision concludes as follows; 


"It is therefore the Opinion of this Commission that the 
evidence herein is insufficient to determine the identity of Sarah 
M. Beckham, as a Choctaw Indian entitled to rights in the Choctaw 
lands under the provisions of said article fourteen of the treaty of 
eighteen hundred and thirty, and that the applimtion for her identi- 
fication as such should be refused, and it is so ordered.* 


You are further advised that you will be allowed fifteen days 





trom the date hereof within which to file arguments in this office, 
and that at the expiration of said time the papers in the case to- 
gether with such arguments will be forwarded to the Secretary of the 





*R- 


Interior 


through the Opmniasiener of tadiia Attairs, 


5 


af ms ey ecgibt's nes repre Reepwotniaagyrrte eo. tn i a 


a, SRS 


baa ini 


erie Picoy.. 
_Aoting Che idups, 


Registered. 








COPY, 
Muskeges,' Intien térritory, Pebruary 20, 1903, 
(, The. Henerahie 
bie 
Ti 


“fhe Seerékase ot the avertens; 
oy PLES 


There is frensmtt tod hévewith the record in the ase of 


Sarah Me. Bookham, an “epplicant’ ‘to She: Commission for idetitiPtoation 
as a Miasissipyi Chootaw, inoinding the dseision of the Oonmi-abion | 


of February -4; 1905, 


The Gomidesien has the honor to report thas ‘the appticant 
herein and the attorneys for the Ghootaw and Chiokasew Nationg have 
been duly advised by letternct the action of the Sommis sion, 


oobias 
of said letters being attached to the redord, 


Respestfully, 


Lams Bixby: 
. Acting Oh#ixyman, 
Through the 

Gonmmissioner.of Indian Affaire, 
8 inclostires) M,@, Ry 5612 








Land 
12761-1903 


DEPARTMENT OF. THE INTERIOR, 
Office of Indian Affairs, 


WASHINGTON, March 27, 1903, 


The Honorable, 


The Secretary of the Interior. 


There is transmitted herewith for your consideration: the 
record of the Commission to the Fivé Civilized: Tribos in the*matter 
of the application of Sarah M. Beckham for identification ag‘s 
Mississippi Choctaw, Claiming rights as such under the provisions 
of the 14th article of the Ghcetaw treaty of 1830, 

The testimony in this case shows that the applicant basos 
her claim to identification on hor descent from Rachel Parker, noe 
Driggin who, it is alleged, was a Chootaw Indian;and a resident -in 
tho Choctaw Nation in Mississippi at the date of the making of the 
treaty of 1830, through Winnie Wilkit, nee Parker, hor daughter and 
the applicant's mother. 

The Commission rejected the applicant February 4, 1903, be- 
cause the name of the ancostor through whom she claims docs not 


appear among those who eomplied or attemptod to comply with the 





rrovisions of tno 14t7 article of the troaty of 1930, and for the 
additional reason that she has never beon enrolled as a citizen of 
the Choctaw Nation. 


An examination of the records of this offiee has been made 





e 
-Ceo 


with reference to the name of Rachel Parker,.nee Driggin, and it 
is discovered that her name does not appear among those who com- 
plied or attempted to comply with’ the provisions of the 14th ar- 
ticle of said treaty;. nor does it appear that she applied to. the 
commissions appointed to adjudicate the glaimg of those having 


rights as Ghogtaw Indians. 


These being the faote it 18 Pespeatfully tecommenied that 


the decision of the Commission rejecting the applicant be approved. 
Vory ‘reapest fully, 
“ve 0. Tenner, 


Acting Oommissioner. 








HO R 6612 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, April 6, 1903. 


S. M. Beokham, 
Indianola, Indian Territory. 
Dear Sir: 

Regeipt is hereby acknowledged of your letter of the 3lst 
ultimo, in which you state "I dian't receive your letter until the 
day after you wanted me to come. If there is any chance hereafter, 
please let me hear at once." You aleo state that the name of your 


undle, William H. Parker, an old soldier of 1612, “is on the o14 


roll." 

In reply to your letter you are informed that the fifteen 
days from February 4, 1903, heretofore granted you within whieh to 
submit arguments in support of your claim to be forwarded to the 
Secretary of the Interior, expired on February 19, 1905. On Februe 
ary 20, 1903, the record in your case, together with the decision 
of the Commission refusing your application, was forwarded to the 
Secretary of the Interior. You will be duly notified of such ac- 
tion as may be taken by him. 

The government records in the possession of the Conmmis- 
sion relating to those persons who oomplied with article fourteen 





of the Choctaw treaty of 1830, and who received land and serip 
thereunder, have been carefully examined, and the name of William 











D.C, 10453-1903, (Copy) 
1.7.D,3344-1903 
TRS. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR? 
*-' WASHINGTON, April 11, 1903. 
Commission to the Five Civilized Trftés, 
Vuskogee, Indian Territory, 


Gontlemen: 


* 


February 20, 1903, you transmitted the reeord in tho, ease in sive 


volving the application of Sarah M. “Beckham (N.0.R,6612), for 
identification as a liississippi Choctaw, including your decision of 
February 4, 1903, denying her application, 

This applicant claims rights in Chootaw lands under article 
14 of the treaty of September 27, 1830, by reason of being a de- 
scendant of Rachel Parker, nee Driggin, who is allesed to have been 
an one-half blood Ghoataw Indian, and to have resided in Missis- 
sippi in 1830. 

The records fail to show that the applicant was ever ad- 
mitted or enrolled as a member of tHe Choctaw tribo of Indians, or 
that her alleged ancestor ever complied or attempted to comply with 
the said article 14 of the treaty of 1830, or with the subsequent 


acts of Congress relating theroto. 





Reporting in the matter March 27, 1903, the Acting Commission 
er of Indian Affairs recommends that your-decigion be approved... A 


copy of his letter is inclosed. 





ys 


p77 yh 
, oe 
Me Sie 


The, Department 


ethimed, 


Ls 








M.0.R, 6612 
Tay. OOPY, 


ff-s9 


Maskogde, Indian: teyritory, Aprit 24, 1908, 


Sarah i, BeaPhan; 
Indiunela, faetan! Pores tory 
Dear Madam: ak A: 

You. aro hereby: nobtfioa thing. on: ‘the Lith aay of ApEEL, ; ae 
1903, ‘the BSeoretary of "phe Inte#icr affirmed the ‘Bogicton bf thie: “ 
Commission refusing yobs appliéation for. identification ac a” ‘Wiest 
sippi Chdetaw, of whtoh’ dooision. you wore advised by rexistored 


‘i 


mail on the 4th day of February, 1903. 


Regpoot fully, 


Tams? Pio: 
Ghairman, 








M0, R, 6612, 


QOPY::; 
* Mugkogeo, Indian’ tenes. April 24, 1903; 
ee 
> 4 


y whe'® 
. Lae OK 


r 


Meno tieid, nigitasivay be qoraien, 
Attoxnaye for the: (Mhoataw and. EROS websbie, 
F Sot: KgAlest ur, Inazan Reyes Oty. oy: Aa 


Geritiomen:. 

You*sre icone icbihina that ‘on the, lth. fay of April, 
1903; the Secretary:of “phe ‘Intertor a ftiiemed ‘the deageiet of this: 
Colimiseton refusing the. Spplioation for identifioatidn ae a Mizeig- 
Sippi Chootaw of Sarah Si Beokham, df which decision you’ wore ads 
vised by mail on the 4th aay of February; 1903, 


Respectfully, 


(SIGNED), 


Chairman, 








For Identification as a Mississippi Choctaw. 


Date May 2 19N9 


Name Me tak TK.18 ec rfiinn. 
Pen ae at Blood Yo 
Post-Office, Creer : O74 C@a_, a 

‘ Per 
tuner Werrag Hiatsaxk aA 
Mother Mines tr A 


a 
Claims through Mohs 


Pe Ore al 
Miley faaechawn, QZ, WwW 








eS 


Pa 


ea 4D 


x: 











department of ‘the Int rier. 
Commission te the. Pie: éiyilinea Tribes. 
Muskogee, I.T.May 20 


» 1902, 


the matter of the application ef Wlijah A, ‘Pose: fer the 
ident ifieg “Of himself ft miner children ert ¢., 
Beburn L., A., Sarah V., Thoms A., Marion ¥., Walter L., 
Charles V., Josey &. and Leroy McQ. Posey, as Miss apippi Ghectaws. 


(5613) 


L.P.Hudson, attorney for applicaiit. 


Hlijah A. Posey being duly sworn testified as fellows: 
Examination by the Gommission: 


What is your name? A Blijah A. Posey, 
What is your age? A I am forty four years old, 
P-0-s-e-y? A yes sir, 
raed is your post effice address? A gaered Heart, Oklahoma, 
ow long have you lived there? A Two years, 
Where did you live: before that? A Chickasaw. 
How long 4i@ you live in the Chickasaw Wation? A Six years, 
Where were you born? A Alabama, 
Where in Alabasa’? ‘A .In Koosa Gounty, Alabama, 
From Alabama you went where? A To the Chickasaw, 
Yeu lived in Alabama hew ieng do you know? A Was born there and 
lived mere tl T come fromthere to the Chickasaw; I was about 36 
Is your father living? A. We sir. 
Q ys your mother living? A Ho sir, 
Q What was your fatheris name? A Prancis M. Posey. 
¢ What was your mother's same? A Sarah Posey. 
Q 


SPHLLLLL LOLOL 


© 


You claim through whieh parent, father or mother? A yather, 
g How much Choct aw blood de you claim? A Why, about a sixteenth 
guess, 





aye Jour father ever been recognised as a Choctaw Inflian or enrad 
enrolled as such by either the Cheotaw tribal authorities or the 
nia Fi ef the United statés in the Indian Territory? A I dontt 
ow, 
oh ae preoft ef your father's and mothers marriage with you? 
© sir. 
You oan introdupe that later can you? A Yes sir. 
Are you married? A. yes air, : 
Is your wife livi ag? A yes air, . 
White woman or Choctaw Indfan? A “white woman, 





What ie her name? A Arleesa Xz. Posey. 

You — ue elegy Pec Pe peal wife, @ gout A fits oir walle 

Now give me, these ¢hiidi womudne ing with Cldes er age 

towbar 06? A bert G. “weney, ‘Mineteen; Sebura 1, Posey, @ boy, 
sighteen;. Fhe Ys #ixteen} Sarah vy, ey, fifteen; Thomas A. 
Posey, thirteen; Marion F. Pose » & OY, eleven; Walter L, Poxey, 
nine} Charles W, Posey, sevens Josey 2B, -Pesey, five (@irl): and re- 
rey. or ey. one, : 5 
Q es. that ~« sorrect list of the names and ages of your minor ehil- 
dren? A Yes sir. ae 
You @laim fer yourself ond minor ohildren, do you? A Yes sir. 
Is Arleesa. 23, Pesey the mother. of ‘these children? A Yes sir, 
And youate the father ef them? -A Yes si, 
Pn rl afe and yoy antiaren iiving with you at your hone? 
es sir, Sie he 
When ani where were you married to yéur wife, Arlewpa 2B. Posey? 
In Alabama in 1880, 

t day of the month? a th day of August, 
Y & minister and unde r a lisense? A Yes sir, 
Have you proof of that marriage with you new? A. Be sir, got 
burnt wp at the Gounty seat of that eounty. 
Q De you think you can Adntreduce the evidence to show the legal 
marriage of yourself and wife? A Yes, by living witnesses, 


POLLLL PLaLO 


Reasonable time will be allowed for that purpose if within 
thirty days. 


@ Ye your name on any of the tribal relis of the Chootaw wation-- 
with your children? A We sir, . 
Q Have you ever made &ppliecation fer eitizenship in the Choctaw 
ae the Ohoctaw tribal authorities in the Indian Territory? 
A ° sir. 
Q pave you ever made application for @itisenship in the Ghoct aw Na- 
vase 7 "ae rsa Commission under the act of Congress of June 10, 
? ® sir, . 
Q Ye this the first application you have ever made for yourself and 
children for Gitizenship in the shooter Wation to any authority 
whatever? A Yes sir, 
@ De you now come before the Commission te be identified and ror 
the ides ifieation er ur @¢hi Claimants under article four- 
treaty of 18 
en enrelled as Ghoctaw Indiana 
tribal muthorities, the 
he United States Court in rnd 


dained a number 
don't know, 


between the United States 
in cea lea tee 
w 


the Ghectaw Indians from that 
the Mississippi River te the Ghootaw Wation, 
amd £0 to protest the interests of those Ind ians 
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Whe wanted to stay back there ‘article fourteen was put into the 
treaty; it reads as follows: “Bash Choctaw head of @ family being 
desirous to remain and begeme a ¢itisen of the States shall be per- 
mitted to de so by signifying his intention to the agent within six 
months from the ratification ef this treaty and he or she shall 
thereupon be entitled te « reservation of one seetion ef six hundred 
and forty acres of ‘land to he bounded by sectional lines of survey} 
led te one half that quantity for each 
with him over ten years of age, 


It. upon said lands 

& to become citizens of the States fer five years after the 
ratification of this treaty in that case a grant in fee simple shall 
issue. gaid reser vation shall include the present improvement of 
the head of the family or a pertion of it. Persens who claim under 
this article shall not lose the privilege of e Choctaw eitizen but 
if they ever remove are not to be entitled to any portion of the 
Choctaw annuity." 


Q You unterstand that, don't you, well enough to olaim under it,? 

A Yes sir, 

Q D® you know whether any ef your Ghoctaw ancestors complied or 

attempted to Comply with any of the provisions of article fourteen 

of the treaty er 18309 A I don't know sir, 

Q t is the name of your ancestot that you claim your right now 

to be identified through? A PBavid Posey. 

Q What relation is pavid Posey to you? A My grandfather, 

Q pid he live in the ola @hooctaw Nation at any time in Mississippi 

or Alabama? A I don't know sir, 

Q@ can you give the name of any Choctaw ancestor of yours who lived 

in the old Ghectaw wation in 1830 and was head of a family there 

then? A I don't know that I gan, 

Q You say david Posey was your grandfather? A Yes sir, 

Q Where was he born? A I fon't know sir, 

Q Where did he die? A mm Alabama, 

Q Hew old was he when he died? A I don't know whether I can answer 

that or not; was seventy some I guess, 

Q Was he your father's father? A Yes sir, 

Q pid your father ever live in Mississippi er Alabama? A He lived 

in Alabam., 

Q New don't yeu. knew whether any of your Chootaw ancestors through 

the male line or either line there lived in the old Ghoctaw Nation 

in 1830 and was head ef a family there then? A Wo sir, I don't know, 

Q pid any ef your Ghoctar ancestors ewn any improvements d in 
Dy > as °; Leow iz mow. 

Q How much otaw blood did navid Posey have? A 1 don't know sir; 

his mother,t recken was three quarters or a half. 

Q Wht was his mother's mame? A Annie Byde. 

: B-y-d-e? A Yes, I reckon; I don't know, I have noticed it spelled 


wo ways I sine KC am not sure, 


Did she live Mississippi er Alabama? A she did, im Mississippi 
reckon, 4 . 


Q 

I 

Q How do you know she did? A That's what J have heard, 

Q In the family? A Yes; I think 4t was there; I won't be sure. 





whe 


Q pid she have children living in MWiseissippi in 1850? A I don't 
Q pit’any of your Gheotaw ancestors own any jend or claim any in 
the old @heotaw wation in Mississippi or Alabama under article four- 
teen ef the treaty of 18507 A: I don’t know sir, Z 
Q Pid any of your Ohectaw ancestors co from that old Choctaw Mation 
to the Choctaw Nation, ee eG ferritery, with the other Indiams be- 
tween 18353 te 18387. A. don't know sir. 

pid any ef your Ghectaw ancestors within six months after ihe 
ratification ef the treaty of 1830 go to the United States, Indian 
agent and tell him that they wanted to stay in Mississippi, ‘sake 
land there and become citizens of the States? A I don't know wir. 


fhe Indians who lived in the old Ghootew Bation in order te 
take advantage of article fourteen of the treaty of 1830 were re- 
quired to go to the United & ates tndjan agent within six. months from 
the ratification ef the treaty and tell him that they wanted to stay 
in Mississippi, take land there and become citizens of the States. 
A good many Indiaus did this whese names Gel.Ward failed to put 
upon his list known as Ward's pegister; those Indians lost their 
lands there in the old Ghoctaw yation because the Government took 
4t from them and sold it: complaints were numerous and bitter so that 
dn 1837 and 1842 Gommissions werr appointed to hear those disaffected 
Choctaw Indians. 


Q Do you know whether any of your Ghootaw ancestors went before 
either of these two Commissions and heard claimants under article 
fourteen of the treaty of 18307 A I don’t know. 

Q pid any of your Chootw aneestors receive any sorip from the 
Govermment which authorized them to seleot land in Mississippi, 
Alabama, Arkansas or Louisiana, to take t he place of the land which 
they had held in Mississippi or Alabame in the old Choctaw Nation 
and which the Government had taken from them and sold? A I don't 
know sir. 

Q Have any of your relatives been before the Conmission to be iden- 
tified as Mine ise tye Chootaws? A Yes sir. 

Q who? A Oliver K. Posey. 


The case of Oliver K. Posey, 5272, is here referred to for the 
purpose ef consolidation. 


Q would you like to have the case of your brother and all other 
Gaces Who ola thats : . semmen eaneest : 2 o 0 ad 
etthe beneefit- A I reckon so. 

Deo yeu speak the Ghootaw language? A Wo sir, 
Q ze there anything more you want to say in support of your olain? 
A @ sir, 
Q De you want any time in which to introduce further testimony? 


wil 


(L.P.Hudson, attorney, asks leave to file written evidence in 
support of this claim within thirty days: it is granted.) 
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sna 96 earance and siesl cheracteristios 


of 
Ras blueish gray eyes 
anatadeey ke hone no knowledge of fue teostan 
} Of the complianoe on the part of his an- 
provisions of article fourteen of the treaty 


Henry G, Hains being sworn on his cath states that ae stenographer . 
to the Commission to the Pive Civilized Yribes he reprted in full the 

yr ogeedings had in ths abeve entitled cause on May 20, 1902, and 
hat the above and foregoing is @ full, trud and correct trainer ipt 


Qibsey 


of his stenographic notes in sa#id cause on-wald date. 


Subsoribed and sworn to before me this 5 6 Gay of May ¢-1902, 


is ie “A y, Cacetp oa — 


Notary Public, 








ts 


SV ke ae 5 it y Mi eae i pie 


Subsor thed ad sworn to before me’ thie 2G dey of Me ie esata lng 


Cdemebe Th Mam 


Wetary Public, 








; : My, Be 8645 
~ BOPY. : 


“pidiulgéey Indien ‘téenitowr, Avri} 25, 1908, 


Ridjeh A, Posey, 
fegred Heart, Oklahoma Territory. 
bear Sixt 
You are hereby advised that on the 15th day of April, 
1903, the Commission to the Five Civildued tribes rendered a de 
gision in the consélideted. ene of Herey 8, Posey, ot 01,, erage 
ing the following applications for identification as Miseiseipps 
Choot aves 
Henry u, Posey MeOuR, 8618 
sarah uathie, ot ai. MeOeRe 6276 
one a. tathas Meth Best 
Rj Mc nRs 6638 
116 Michele, ot ai. Mp0 Ry 5640 
Oliver XK, Posey, et Al, oR72 
sarah Bt46 ia weores ot ai, 7 sos 


Mary V» . 
nse sie boxiwaeys os 61, Ry 8808 
Posey 














Elijah A, Posey, —3 


These applications were made under the provision of the 
net of Congress of June 28, 1898 (80 Stats., 465), which is as 


follows; 


"Said Commission shell ha authorit 
identity of Gheotaw Indians ol 
lands under article 
States and the hoo 
seventh, eizhteon 
administer oaths, examine witnesses and perform 412 other 
acts necessary thereto, and make renvort to the 8eeretary of 
the Interior, * 


Said decision concludes aa followat: 


"It is therefore the opinion of this Commission that 
the evidence herein ig insufficient to deternine the identity or 
Henry N. Poseys Sarah Mathie, Walter olenn Mathis, Ligsie Harger, 
Lawrence Harger, Clarence Hepger, Darven Harger, Warner W,Mathis 
Andrew Mathis, Sallie Nichols, Lorena Nichols, Oliver K, Posey, 
Oliver K, Posey, Jrs, Isaiah T, Posey, Bulah EB, Posey, Gracey M, 
Posey, Dovey i, Posey, Hermry H, Posey, Clarence Posey, Claudie 
Posey, Sarah Etta Moore, Laura Vv, Moore, Ollie Franklin Moore, 
Elvin Winslow Moore, Mary’ V, Dear, Minnie Lenora Dear, William 
Leonard Dear, Zulah Dear, Andrew Wesley Dear, Josie Dear, Susan 
Ettie McKinley, Homer H, MoKinley, Willian GO. Posey, Matti 
Cates, Mansel Cates, Penola Y, Cates, Mary MeDongal, Frank Pr, 
MoDougal, Megnus NoDougal, Maggie Kuykendol, tyre Kuykendoi, 
Willie Nay Kuykendol, Jessie Kuykendol, Alva Mobougal, Homer k, 
MoDougal, Nanoy Ellen MoDougal, stephen x, Adcoek, John Pinkney 
AdooeK, Clementine Fish, Willie Fish, Grover Cleveland Prish, 
Hemie Myrtle Fish, Maggie Johnston, Mamie Johnston, Pearl Jolnston, 
Willie Johnston, Stephen A, Pish, Maud Hull, Elijah A, Posey, 
Flbert G. Posey, Seburn be Posey, Mary A, Posey, Sarah V, POAGY, 
Thomas A, Posey, Marion F, Posey, Walter 1, Posey, Charles We 
Posey, Josey Fk, Posey, Leroy iQ Posey, Yanoy A, Posey, Nanoy I, 
Mull, Rosesetie Cherry, Arthur Lee cherry, Roy Cherry, Magcie 
I@abdelie Cherry, Mimie Prancea Cherry, Janes 
Rearion and Charles Reardon as Choctaw I @1 to rights 

lands he provisions of said article 3 
2Lonbeen hundred enc and that the applica 
identification as etoh should be refused, and it 





ease, together with such arguments wii2 ba forwarded. to the Seute~ 


tery of tne Interior through the Gonmissiener of Indian Affaire, 
Respegtfully, 


(SMQNED) 


Tame Bro-by 


tr 


Chairman, 
Registered, 








H.o.R. 5613, 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, Deoenber i, 1903, 


You are hereby notified that on the 30th day of Noven~ 


ber, 1903, the Secretary of the Interior a?firmed the decision 
of this (ommission xvefusing the applications for identification 
a8 Missiasippi choctaws of the several persons inoluded in the 
Consolidated case of Henry N. Posey et Al., of which decision 
you were advised by registered mail on the 15th day of April, 
1903, 

Respeotfully, 








No... +343. 


For Identification as @ Mississippi Choctaw, 


Date MAY 20 1902 
: C 
Name a VA . 2, 
io tf 
Age J Blood (GC 


' ~ 
Post- Office, Ta ecex No 221 ‘ ORL 


Father: Wiaices: A. 72 : be 


ease i 
Mother Diet ae " Pe 


Claims through fact, a ae ee . 
Merge | ¢U D * 
Onlesian E logy _ Lu, 


Ao lan ‘(pee Arf ~~ 


Children 


Stenographer MG _L7 pe eee 





Choctaw MCR 56/4 


“Tem pie Crow 
Sec MCR AS a3 
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Department ef the Interior: 
Commission to the Five civilised. tribes. 
iudeecee, I. T., May 20th, 1902, 


#5614. “t-r+=-900 


In. the matter of. the Wuteasion of Tempis Crow for the 
identification of hersel¢ and her three miner children, Willie 
isberbos and Ferdinand Mitchsl1, and Annie Crow, as Mi sei sai ppi 


Appliant represented by J. 0. Pool. 


Tempie Crow being first duly sworn testified as follows: 


Examination by the Commission! 


What is your name? A  Tempie Crow. « 
How eld are you? A Twenty-seven. Pn aad 
How much ‘Choctaw blood de you claim? A Well, I dont terse 5. 
mother i8--+--I re¢kon I am an eighth, ses: ae 
What ig your post office address? A Coalgate, I. T. 3 % y 
How long.have you lived there? A I have been there & Year’. 

I have been in the Territery twelve years. ee PRS 
Where werg you born? A I was born in Texas; in Burleson 
County, Texas. . 

Moved from Texas to the Indian Territory? A Yes sir. 

Is your father living? A Yes sir. 

What is his name? A LL. W.' Hopgood. 

How old aman is he? <A He's sixty-five years old. 

Is your mother living? A Yes sir. 
Wimt is her name? A Sidney C6, Hopgood. 
‘How old is your mother? A Yorty-nine. 

Through which one of your parents do you claim your Choctaw 
blood? A My mother. 

In = ta he 
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c Gos 5 Fe . &- _- oe ° "he 7 

How long has she lived there? A She's been there about seyen 
months; she's been living at McAlester fér seven months. 

Where was she living before she lived in the Territory? 

She Lived in Texas. 

She boos born and raised in wississippi and moved to Texas? 

Yes sir. 

Kow much Choctaw bleed does your moter claim? A She told 
me but I donit remember----I think she's quarter, 

Are you married? A Yes sir. 
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Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
A 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 


Is your’ husband living? A Yes sir, 

What ig his name? A @. A. Crow. 

Is he a white mn? A Yes sir. 

Makes ne claim te Indian blood? A No sir. 

Hav@ yeu any children for whem you want to make application? 
Yes sir, I have three 

What are their names dnd ages? A Oldest is nine years old; 
his name is Willie Mitchell, 

Is that a boy or girl? A Boy. 

Wiliie Mitchell Crow? A Wo sir, his name is just Willie 
Mitchell, and th next is Ferdinand Mitchell. 

What is the age of Perdinand? A §8ix, 

And the next child? A Annie Crow, two years. 

Have you been married twice? A Yes sir. 

What was your first husband's name? A Jim Mitchell. 

Was he a white man? A “Yes sir. 

ywece no claim to Indian blood? aA Ne sir. 

Father of tle se first two children? A Yes sir. 

And your present husband, C. A. Crow, is the father of the 
youngest one, Annie Crow? A yes sir. 

Has your mother ever been recognized in any manner or enrolled 
as a member of the Choctaw tribe of Indians by the Choctaw 
tribal authorities or by the United states authorities in the 
Indian rerritory? A Has she ever been recognized? 

Yes, ag a Choctaw Indian by the Choctaw tribal authorities or 
the authorities of the United States? A yes sir. 

In what way was she recognized? A Well, she was recognized 
by one Indian woman that knew her when she was a baby, and imew 
her grandmother. 

I want to know if she has been recognized by the Choctaw tribal 
authorities or the Chootaw Council; is she on the Choctaw rolls? 
She never was at all; she came away. 

This isn't the Chootaw tribal authorities, this is the Commis- 
sion to the Five Civilized Tribes? A No, she never made appli- 
cation until she came to the Dawes Commission. 

Is your name or the names of any of your children to be found 
on the tribal rolls of the Choctaw Nation, Indian Territory? 

No sir, 

Did you or anyone for you or for your minor children ever make 
application to the Choctaw tribal authorities in the Indian 
Rerritory to be enrolled as a member of that tribe? A No sir, 
Did you or anyone for you or for your minor ehildren in the year 
1896 make application to the Commission to the Five Civilizea 
Tribes for citizenship in the Choctaw Nation under the act of 
Congress of June 10, 1896? A No sir. 








Have you or any of your minor children ever been admitted to 
citizenship in the Choctaw Nation by the Choctaw tribal authori- 
ties, the Commission to the Five Oivilized Tribes or the United 
States Court for the Indian Territory? A Wo sir. 

Have you ever made application prier to this time for yourself 
or your minor ohildren te either the Choctaw tribal authorities 
or the authorities of the United States to be admitted or en- 
rolled as eitizens in the Ghectaw Nation? A Wo sir. 





#3. 


Q Do you appear before the Commission at this time for the pur- 
pose of claiming a share in the Choctaw lands in the Choctaw 
Nation, Indian Territory, under the pr ersatine of article four- 
teen of the treaty between the United States government and the 
Choctaw Indians concluded September 27, 1850? A Yes sir. 


This treaty was entered inte between the United States 

gece sent and the Choctaw tribe of Indians at a place called 

cing Rabbit Greek in Mississippi on the 27th o September 
18350. At that time the Choctaws coear ee a portion of the 
State of Missigsippi and a small portion of the state of 
Alabama aleng the western boundary line. The object of the 
treaty was tosecure the removal of all of the Choctaws from 
the eountry they then ocoupied to the new country west of the 
Mississippi river, which is now the Choctaw Nation, Indian 
Territory. At the time the treaty wis made a great many 
Choctaws didn't want to come to this new country but wanted 
to remain in the old Choctaw Nation, and for the ber fit of 
that class of Indians article fourteen wes made a part of the 
treaty. Thatbarticle is as follows: 


“Each Choctaw head of a family being desirous to remain 
and become a citizen of the states shall be permitted te 
do so, by signifying his intention to. the Agent within 
six months from the ratification of this treaty, and he 
or she shall thereupon be entitled to a reservation of 
one section of six hundred and forty aeres of land, to be 
bounded by sectional lines of survey; in like manner 
shall be entitled to one haly that’ quantity for eadh un- 
married child which is living with Him 6yér ten years ef 
age; and a quarter section to such child as may be. under 
ten years of age, to adjoin thelocation of the parent, 

If they reside upon sid lands intending to become ¢iti- 
zens of the states for five years after the ratification 
of this treaty, in that case, &@ grant in fee simple shall 
issue; said reservation shall include the present in- 
provement of the head of the family, or a portion of it. 
Persons who claim under this article shall not lose the 
privilege of a Choctaw citizen but if they ever remove 
are not entitled to any portion of the Choctaw anmity." 


That article required that in case a Choctaw desired to 
remain in the old Choctaw Nation in Mississippi and Alabama, 
he sould go before the government Agent there, Colonel Wil- 
diam Ward, within six months from th: time the treaty was 
he agg bok that is, the 24th day of February, 1831, and tell 
him nm same ° ja Fe he oe gd $96 9+2>; tne oid thon te i= 
tien and take lands under the provisions of this article. 
After having done that he was entitled toa reservation of 
one section of six hundred and forty acres of land to be 
bounded by sectional lines of survey; and for each child ig 
his family unmarried and ofer ten years of age he was entitled 
to one haif that quantity, or three hundred and twenty acres; 
and for each child in his family under ten years of age he 
was entitled to a quarter section or one hundred and sixty 








e& 


e& FF © 2D HDLLOPOOH LOO 


acres ; the reservation of the diildren to adjoin the reserva- 
tion of th mt, and to inelude any imprevement owned by 
the head of family at the time the treaty ws made, Sep- 
tember 27th, 1630. This article also required that after a 
Choctaw had reee@ived this land he should reside upon the same 
for five years, after which time the government would give 
him a title in fee simple which would enable him to dispose of 
Lege 5 ps at his pleasure. The last clause of this article is 
as follows: 


"Persons who olaim under this article shall not lose the 
privilege of a Choctaw citizen but if they ever remove 
are not entitled to any portien of the Choctaw annuity." 


That means that a Choctaw who remained in the old Choctaw Na- 
tion, took his lamis under the article and resided upon them 
for a sufficient time to get his title , if he ever removed 

to the Choctaw Nation, Indian Territory, he did not forfeit 
his right to citizenship in the Choctaw Nation, Indian Terri- 
tory, but did forfeit any right to participate in the annuity 
payments. Annuity was money being paid to the Choctaw Indians 
annually under treaty provisions by the government. 


Now that is the article under which you make your olaim is it; 
you understand that as I explained it to you? A Yes sir, we 
claim Mississippi choctaw, 

Under that article fourteen of the treaty of 1830? A Yes sir. 
What is the name of your ancestor who lived in the old Choctaw 
Nation at the time this treaty was made? A I. don't know. 

You get your Choctaw blood from your mother? A Yes sir, 
Whioh one of her parents did she cet her Choctaw blood from? 
From her mother, 

What is your grandmother's name? A Her name was Allen. 

Bive full name please? A I donrt know. : 

You don't recall your grandmother's name now? A No sir. 

Was she married and the head of a family in 1830? A Yes sir, 
I guess so. 

Was she a recognized member of the Qhoetaw tribe of Indians at 
that time? A Yes sir, I think she was. 

Now what proof have you to offer the Comission that she was a 
recognized member of the Choctaw tribe of Indians in 1830? 
Well, I don't know anything about it only what I have heard 
mother say; I have heard mother talk about it. 

Did your Choc taw ancestor own any improvements at that time in 
the old Choctaw Nation in Mississippi and Alabama? A Not as I 
know of. I never heard mother say. 

Did any of your Choctaw ancestors remove from the old Choctaw 
Nation in Mississippi and Alabama to the new Choctaw Nation, 
Indian Territory, between the years 1833 and 1838 at the time 
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None but Ma, and she moved after she was married. 

Did any of yeur Choctaw ancestors, within six months from the 
24th day of February, 1531, go before the govermment Agent there 
in Mississippi and tell him they wanted to stay in the old Ghoc- 
taw Nation and take land? A No sir, I never heard her say 
anything about it. 

Do you know whether any of your Ghoctaw ancestors ever received 
or claimed any land tnder article fourteen ef the treaty of 
1850? A Ne sir, I don't know, 





In accordance with the provisions of article fourteen 
the government directed its Agent, Cohkonel Wn. Ward, to regis- 
ter the names of all Choctaws who desired to remain in the 
old Choctaw Nation, -The records of the government show that 
Colenel Ward failed te register the names of a great many In- 
diane. who did signify to him their intention of Staying and 
taking lands, and on this account the Choctaws lost their 
lands, They were taken from them by the government and sold 
at ite publie land sales. This Caused a great many com- 
piaints and finally these Gomplaints reached Congress, and 
Congress passed an act, one in 1837 and one in the year 1842, 
appointing Commissions to go to Mississippi and investigate 
these claims. These Commissions investigated a large number 
of claims; some ef then they allowed and others theybrejected, 
Such claims as were @llowed, after approval by the Secretary 
of Warm and the Bresident and if it was found that the Jand 
md not been sold by the government, theywere given their 
jands, If, however, the lands had been sold by the govern- 
ment and the Choctawsa appeared before these Commissions and 
established their rights to them, scrip was authorized te be 
issued te such Choctaws in dieu of the lands they had lost. 


Now did any of your Choctaw ancestors appear before either of 
ths ee Commissions and establish their rights to land under 
article fourteen? A Not as I know of, 

Do vou know whether they ever received any scrip or not? 

No sir, 

This scrip entitled, these Choctaws to locate on vacant govern- 
ment lands in the states of Mississippi, Alabama, Louisiene or 
Arkansas. De you know whether any of your Choctaw ancestors 
owned any lands in either of these states? A No sir, I don't, 
Did amy of your Choctaw ancestors ever recéiye any benefits from 
the United States government as Choctaw Indians? A Wo sir, I 
don't think they did. 

Have you any witnesses that you want to introduce before the 
Commission to-day in Support of your application? 

Nothing only this. 


Affidavit of Sidney C, Hopgood offered by the appli- 
cant for filing, is filed and marked Exhibit "A" and made a 
part of the record, 


Have you any relatives who have been before ‘the Commission and 
applied for identification as Mississippi Ghoctaws? 

None only mother. 

Your mother you say has been before the Qommission? A Yeg gir 





Reference is made to MCR 5503, Sidney C. Hopgood et 
al. 


Do you know, or have you ever heard any of your family say 
whether or not there was ever any deeds or patents to any Lands 
that your anc stors my have received from the United States 

n 


goverment as Choctaw dians, in the possession of any of your 
family? A Wo sir, I never heard them gay. 





‘Bais apritoant has brow id7y & 
and: pypea SSS, erken. 9c, wid te ‘ 
Of Shy mek af Geupliangs on the, p 


@ ee ae eis ; ae c ot ‘be: combined with your mothers: ona 
sonslavend wit) } < A Yer; ate. 


hie th we eee - rap nigeore Mp eargion 


RS TH bert @ Mextdien, Ki % aay aan, ‘sui tee ‘that 
f vgiciene td. the - totsnign, be ag iiees any Ciyflized Tribes he. as 
ported the proceedings had. in the apove entitled cause on the pint 
day ef May, 1902, and that the ahevye and foregoing is a full 

and Sorat transeript oF his stendgraphic notes taken in atin 


eause onvsaid date, 


Subscribed &nd sworn to before me this pe: of gis 1902. 


ae oli dete. As Wicorties 


Notary Public. 
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Huskogee, yndinn Territory October 28, 1962, 


Sanlgate, rndian Terr ltoryy 


Dear Medarm: 


You are hereby advised that on the 2th day of October 
1962, the Cormission to the Five “Stvilised Trihes rendered »~ dect- 
sion in tha omsolidated case of Sidney %. .Nopgond, ef al., anbrnoe 
Ing tae following applic.tions for tdehtifioation as Kiseiest opt 
Choetauwa: 
fidney Cs Ropraod 


ot 
Tenpie Crow, et als 
Filla Randleas,: ¢t al.4 


aXe, 


These anplicatians vere riade under the provision of the 
act of Congrese of Tune 28, 1898 (50 Gtuts., 496) which ts as fol- 
lows: 


"Said Commiseion shall hove euthority to determine the 
identity of Chocthw Indiane claiming rights in the Chootaw 
lande under artigle fourteen of the treuty between the Unit- 
ed States and the Choetaw Vation ¢oncluded September twenty+ 
seventh, eighteen hundred and thirty, and to that end may 
administer oaths, examine witnespaes, and perform all other 
aote necessary thereto and make report to the Secretary of 
the. Interior,? 


Said decision concludes. an follows: 


"It 4s therefore the opinion of this Commission that the 





evidence herein is insufficient to determine the identity of Bidney 
C. Hopgood, John Jefferson Hopgood, Andrew Samuel. Heprood, Fouls 

W. Hopgood, Rosie Ann Hopfood, Tempte Crow, Willie tohe?tl, Ferdi- 
nand Mitchel l).Annie Crow, rile Rangleas, hoe Conway, Huzel Conwy 


~ 





TO -2 


and Willle Hay Randleas ke Choétaw Indians entitled to rights in 

the Choctaw. lands under. ponrcsetons of said artiol® fourteen of 

the treaty of #1; gnteen Han thirty, and thet the applica- 
inotitseution Biueh should de réfused; and it te 


tion for their & 
69 ordered, 


You are furtiuer avi ot that you Wall be allowed fiftcern 
days from the date hereof within wich ho ‘file be GaMent as in. this 
office, and thet at the ¢exy ration: of anid ‘Une the .papers in the 
case, together with euch arg sments, will be forwarted for: review 
to the Secretary of the Tntertor through the Commi na oner of Indien 
Affairs. ? * 

Respectfully, 

(SIGNED) 


aod / y o 


(mote Z Fe hea pest 
Commiseloner in Charrze,. 


Registered 








Tempie Crow, Ie 
vo Somigate, Indian n TerrstePhs 
RRC Cabs g Batata ae ‘ 
You are hereby notified that on the 9th day of February, 
1903, the Seoretary of the Interior affirmed the decision of this 
Commission fefusing the applications for identification as Missis- 


Bippi Chectaws of the several persons inoluded in the consolidated 


@ase of Sidney 0. Hopgood, et al., of whioh deeision you were aa- 
vised by recistered mail on the 28th day ef October, 1902, 
Respectfully, 


MIGNED 
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Children 
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Father of first two 
Jim Mitchell, dead, W. 
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DRPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR. 
COMMISSION TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES. 


Th the matter of the applidation of Julia Otel1, et al., 
for Sdentifigation as Kiasiasipp! Choctelie, M.0.R.8610, ” 


My 


List of papers forkarded tothe: ‘gadro tend of te fot erior 
comprising the record in the casé of ised 
Julia Odeil,; et al. ae 


(Page } 


Original Ideation of Julia Odell, et al. 
vefore the Dawes Goumission for identification 
as Mississippi Choe taws Ceram nec care desedor ts bepanesenred 


Deeision of the Commission refusing the application 
of Julia Odell, et al., for identification 
as Mississippi Chestaws Seco p ews Ce dOecCebeeS SEED DIT kVA SOR 


aw eQe ere 








Department of the Interior. 
Commiesien to he’ ive Civilized Tribes, 
Wekogec, I. \T., May, 20, 1902. — 


/ In thedmatter of the application of.Jylia Odell for 
4dentifiation of herself and her two minor children asa Mississippd . * 
Ghectawa, Children: Tom Odell.and Delma Odell. 


J.0.Poél, ; attorney appeared at examination for applicants. 


Julia Odell, after being duly sworn, testified as follows: 
Examination by the Commission, 


Qy What is your mame? A, Julia Odell., 

Q..How old are you? A. I am thirty-eight years old. 

Q. How much Chootaw blood de.you. claim? A. I claim her beth sides; 
my mother waee full blood ‘and. my father “was ‘About half. 

Q State Kor much you. claim? A, Three-fourthe. 

Q. that 1s your. post-office: address? A, Denisan, Texas. 

Q; Is your father-Diving?. Ay.No, eir. 

Qs What was his name? # tenn Willis. 

Qs How old would he be Af Living new? A. About 75 years old. 

Q Is your moter‘ liv¥ng? A. No, sir, 

Q 

q 

Q 

R 


. What was her name? A. Nanoy Willis. 


. How 014 would she be if living now? A. About 80 years old, 
. Through which parent do you claim. Choctaw blood? A, Both sides, 
“tow much Choctaw blood do you claim? A. My fat her Yad about 
half, an@ my ‘mother was a ful2 Dlood: ¥ reckom I would he 
three quarters. 
Are you married? A, I have been. married; tT am a widow now. 
Mis your husband awhite man? A, Yor, sir. 
What was his famea? A, Tom Odell, 
Did he make any GXaim to Indiai blood? A. No, sir. 
Have you any Ghilaren you want to make application fer? A» I 
Mave twa, . 
aive me ‘the wanes of your ghildren? A. Tom Odell. 
. How old is he? A, Five years old, 
Q Give me tho mame of the other child? A. Delma Odell. 
» Hew old is @he?. A, She is two years old. 
. You want to apply for yourself andtie se two children? A. Yes, 
Bir. F 
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vaste aie. ur father vera? & Born th Migataad-ppi, - 

Where Aid’ tie die? "A. Re M Mere. dnd Viewinel ppl; I wae swalt 
when he pegs ai rememd ef Miteh about.4t, 

Wis your méther: orn di Miaolasippi? A, ‘Yea; etr, 

Where did whe die%:A, She died in Uigsi#eipps; she’ went ba ok 
and died «there, ~," 

; 18, the Meunes' of your father and mother. to be found én any of 
ithe tribal rollg.@f the Choctaw sefion in. Indian Territory? 

A, Yepy sir, 

They are onthe tribal rolls, are they? A 1.think se. 

What makes you think their names are om the tribal rells in 

“Indian Tarritery?: A, Alfred and Willis are en the roll a;: they 

" are my Inother’’s pedple, i 

T’amaaskitig yow4df the namos of your fathyr:and motler are te be 
found upoh: any, of the tribal rolls of the Choctaw yation in 
Indjan Térpitery? A, I think they are, : 

When did your father, die? A, When Iwas abdit. three years oid, 
My mother, dled’ when, I was, about seveny, ; 

Now, whowotttd put thelr. names on the tribakerolis in the Indien 
Territory, if they. Ged that long ago? Ay I don,t know unless 
their mether diay.’ ; 

Q Then you don't: knows’ I-asked you if your father's and mother's n 
names were on any of the tribal rolls in the Choctaw wation 
and. vou. said yes; hewdo you know, and who put them there? 

Q. My grandmother mist have put father's name there; she nearly 
Tapsed me fo ce 

They were not enr@lling: dead people in Indian Territory, were 
they?) A, I don’t know, aN 

The 1896 census Toll was the latest roll made of the Choctaw 
Nation, and Yeur father and mother having ated previous: te 

- that tine their ‘names. are not. found upon 1b, : 

Ts .your. Tame tobe found upon any of the rollp of the Checot aw 

“ Mathon: din Tmdtan. Territery? A, I don't. know, rie. 

Did you “ot any ‘ene for y ou ever mak@ ppligation, to the Choctaw 
tribal authorities in Indian Territory to have peer name 
enrolkhdas Choctay citizen’ A. NWot"that I knew: of; ya 

; Did youvever make application te the tribal authorities? A, No, 
Bp 8 ia Lr IN! : Ny nie) 


Mid: yeu over wake ay Lisation ta bé enrolled as a member of the 
Fe A 


Choctaw tribe of Qlans tothe Commissien te he Rive Civilgs- 
ed Tribes under the act of Vongress of June 10, 28967 Ai © 
don t know, 

The question I asked ‘is this, 414 you ever make application er 
did any one ever mke application fer yeu to the.,awes Com 
missiion to haye your name enrolled as a citizen of the 
Choctaw Nation under the act of Congrets of Juné 10, 1896? 

Ae Nog, sir. Idon,;t know 

Weil, did you make application ,ourself under the ao't of Tune 
10,°.1696? A No, sir. 

; Did anyone for veu A. Nott hat I mow of, 

» Whowould have meade thif application for you?.A, I'donst knows 
No.oné® would have made application for you, would they? 4, No, 
sir, > ’ 

mynt asa citigen of thé Choctaw wation cither to the Choctaw 
tribal authorities er tio the United States authorities intl 
Indian Territory? Ax No, sir. si 

» Have yeu tvér been admitth d to citigenship in ‘the Chectaw. wation 
by the Commigsien tothe Five Civilized Tribes, by tie, Choctaw 
tribal authorities ef by the United States Court in Ifdian 

Territory? A. Ne, air, 

+. FOU aphwar befere the Commission at this time for the purpose 


vty vd 





of ‘elaiming a share ia the lands of the Cheetaw Nation, in 
Indian Territory; wander the provisions of article fourteen of 
the treaty made between the United States government and the 
ey eg aw wation en the 27th day of September, 1650° 7? A, No, 
gir. : ’ 

Q3 ‘You are asking to be identified asa Mississippi Chectaw, are 

you not?.A,. Yes, sir. 

Q. You claim for yourself and children, do you A. Yes, sir. 

Q. De you pho under article fourtecn of the treaty of 1830° A 
Yes, sir. 


The treaty of 1830 was made between the United “tates 
government and the Chectaw Indians on the 27th day of September, 
1830, At that time the Choctaw wation occupieda portion ef the 
state o& Missisal ppi anda ssuall portion of Alabama, along the west- 
erh boundary line, The object of the treaty was to secure the 
removal of the Choctaw Indians frem there to the new Choctaw Na- 
t4en in Indian Territory, but at the time the treaty was made a 
great number of the Choctaw Indians obj cted to moving, and prefer- 
red to remain in the old nation, It was for the purpose ef protect- 
ding the rights of those did remain that article fourteen was put 
into the treaty of 1830. 


Articole’ 14 reads as follows: 


| 
‘ach Choctaw head of a family being desirous te remain 


and becom acitizéen of the States sIa_ll be permitted to do so by 
signifying “their intention to the Agent within six mdnthe from the 
ratifimtion of this treaty, and he or she shall thereupon be, en- 
titled to a reservation of one section of six hunired and forty 
acres of land te be bounded by sectional lines of survey; in like 
manner shall be entitled te one half that quantity for each unmar~ 
riede hild which is living with him over ten years of age and a 
quarter section to such child as may be under ten years of age, te 
adjoin the location of the parcnt. If they reside upen said lands 
intending to become citizens of the States for five years after 
the ratification of this treaty, in that case a grant in fee simple 
shall issue. “aid reservation shall include the present improve- 
ment of the head of the family ora portion of it. Rersons who 
claim under thisarticle shall net lose the privilege ofa Choctaw 
citizen, but if they ever remove are not to be entitled to any 
portion of the Choctaw annuity." 


flat article required that in case a Choctaw Indian de- 
sired to remain in the old Choctaw yation he susf$ within six months 
after the treaty «ae ratified, whieh was after ‘he 24th of Febru- 
ary, 1831, go to the United States Indian Agent in “ississi ppl 
and signify to him that hewanted to stay, take lands and become 
a citizen of the States. He i;as then given a section of land ad 
a half section foreach child over,tm anda quarter section to such 
ehildas was under ten years of asd adjo§ning the location of the 





par © “use reaecs 


"Persons who claim under thisarticle shall not lese the priv- 
ilege of a Choctaw Citizen, but if thay ever remove are not 
to be entitled to any portion of the Chuctaw annuity." 


The annuity was a sum of money paid to the Indians each year for 
a while in orderto help them get started off in heir new homes. 


Q, Isthat th artiote under which you claim? A, Yes, sir. 





mae 4 de the a ais of.y our ancester whe Lived in Kiesism ppl ‘tn 
Seed shan tae treaty was made? A, My tether; 

Did your ether’ Neyéa family there in 1830 whet that, treaty 
was aged ong i. wantt@ know the nate of an ancestor yho was th 
head ofa family “in MisSiesippi in’ 1830° A, It musf. have been 
ny grandmother, then ‘er she raised me, 

What, wag her: nane? A, Hany Alfred, 

She te your grahdmether on which side? A, My mothers side. 

De | 20 know Sop thing haut your father's parents? A, Wo, sir. 

Was. waticy Alfred, our’ srendmother, married’ and the head of a 
family,,iw Misvlead bpd “Ser 1S3AM- As Yes sir. 

That, wae 72 years agog; and you gay she lived in Missisd ppi and 
hada family there ber: A» Yes, sir, 

Was <he'e recognized manber of the .chootaw tribe of Indians at 
that. time A. Tigués# so. 

Mid she,ow any improveménts at that time or any lands on vhich 
there pode improvements in Mississippi? A. As well as TIT can 
Bememb er think #05 

You are pit 3& years old and.cay testify only to matters of 
family history” A. That fg all, ‘what I have heard, 

Do gou-know in yhat part’ of Wissiseipps Your grandmother lived 
‘and bade family? A, I don,t remember, 

Q. Did ahe remin there in ieetesinps? A.  Bhe came out «le re, but 
ywent.back befofe she died. 

. Pad’ sHe move here and then’move back A. Tvwas told so. \ Iwas 
small when she died and I don't remembr much xrbdout it, I was 
told’ she came here and then went. back. 

how as that? A, That. was my mother. 

Did yout. grandnothtr ever come here’ A, I think she came and 
went,.back. Q 

No y éu know ‘dn what yaar? A, T don't know 1 must have bem 
1860. ' 

Do. fou know whether ,any of your “hoctaw ancestors wentt 6 
the United States. Indian Agent in Mississ ppi and told him 
they wanted to stay there, take lands and become citizens of 
the States under article fourteen of the treaty of 1830? -. Ae 
I don?t know. 

Do you know we »ther any of your Choctaw, ancestors , or your 
grandmother ever received any lands from the United States 
Sutarnunie. : A, I think I bave heard the; aid. 

What have you bee:n told about 1t? A, I have heard them talk 
about the oountry, 

Did you ever hear any one say that ‘hey got the.land from the 
government? <A, I heard then talk. about lands, and Je ard her 
say she let her papers and everything burn up.whm her house 
burned, ’ 

Do you knew wether any davdse to. lands burned? A. The deeds 
were with the other papers, 

Qe tiave you ew'r sean tiem? A. ves,’ sir. She took the. deeds out 
ands how 4;them to us lots .of times. 

Q Did sy tell.yo she got the lands from the rovernmert? A. She 

just paid they wore rer deeds, 


will eaxtebor ate your statements that eur grandmother: got 
her lands from the % sovernment? A This its the first time fT 


have been asked, and I don't know, 
Q: De, you know. ef any one ho would come? A. Mr . ‘lelson could, 


. Aceording to the provisions of article 14 of the treaty 
B30 the Agent was required to register the nanés of those who 
red befere hin signifying their inéention te remain and take 
gin the old Chectaw gation, A great many did .s9 whose names 
Wiilia m ward, the United States Indian Agent, failed to 
upen his list, known as Ward's register, His negleat te de 





ee ; we a 4 
oe “phueeds a. pei omry deo: a tt mie: ‘Me lose their testis The 
government took their lanke and #6 ath ot 4. This caused & great: 
‘Taay conplaints among epic Page zs oe these complaints finally 
. Peached congress, ard: by ere 3, 1837, and again August 
RS, 4842, Conti sel ens’ Rewer Otrited toge to the state of Mi eit pe 
fend moar. claimants under certicle fourteen of the treaty of 
630; Ligte were wade. of. thoke, who appeared before these gpamis- 
ore and Coe that they had-iad landaé taken frem then and 801d 
Wea t, ad they were given strip wider the act’ of 

* Aupet A whieh itled them to. Aelect lands from th» 
thane Boveri Landa. in Nissiestppls Alabama, Arkané#as, and 
Benisianay to take . the plase of lanés..taken from them by the 
piven rome § and vate 


Q. Did any eof your Gribetaee ancestors appear before wit r'of these 

eorimi stone and olaim any benefits amder article fourtean of the 
treaty of 1830? A. I-donit- know. 

Qs Did. you ever Héar that any of your -aneestors received any serip 
fromthe government.which ‘entitled. than tos clect lands from 
‘vacant covernnent ilanie to tak thé:place of lands which ma 
nheén taken from thei and sola? A.) Rey) str. 

Q. ~are you any witnesses to-day you wantt© introduce A. If Wr. 
Nelson is here I want $o introduce hams. Fe may bq here in 
town. He did not come tn herewi th ane) 

Q. Have you any further statement youmnt’ +o make: now? A, TI. don8t 

: know what to make, 

Have youany written ‘evidence y ou want, introdude te day?: Ae 
A, No, sir, 

rave jou any written evidence you. want te M416. peowing'nn 
any of your ericestére complied with the proviel one arti- 
cle fdurteen of the treaty of 18307 Ay ‘No, sir. 

Dolywas speakodrmumbdy étante the, Chootaw Jenguage” A oy ‘nds 
Do jou understand t he /Shoctaw lariguage? A. Ne, sir, I wis born 
in the Choct aw country, but was mostly raieed in. TexAaB si 

Where were you born A th the Nation olose te Choat aw, 
How long did you live in the Choctaw yation Ax About theee 
years the first-time andt hen again ano‘her years, 

How long have you been in Texas? A, Twentwo or, thiee: years. 
Wow long have you ever maintained a continuous residenee in the 
Choctaw Nation? A, Three yoars; then I-hava livad there ono 

year since, 


Txamination by Mr. J. 9, Poole, counsel for applicant. 


While ago in angwer.te the gusstion as to whbher your parents 
were enrolled.on the tribal rolls, the judeg meant, had they 
ever bem enrolled in the Incfan rerritery by the Chootaw tribe 
al authorities or by any other authority here in Indian Terrie 
toty; “sow thought he meont were they enrolled ih Mississippi, 
at any *yau? A Yee, sir. 


ar now e 3 ¢ i stat emon and Bay the nes were 





new r énrolle a in the Indian Territory? A. Yes, I meant they 
were enrolled in Vissied ppi. 


By/ the Commission, 


You have ne‘persenal knovledge of the fact they were enrolled 
in Nisedem ppi, have you? A, No, just what I have heard, 


we 





: Thirty deyp tilme will be allowed.tn whieh th file of). 
,Pr@gent other eyidenoe ih support of this application.” AWE $e" 


‘This applicant has the appearance ef being descended from 
& mixed a.nsemtry, of white end colored blood, or Indie bleod, She 
has no kriowled#e of the Choetm: Janguare and has no knoledre of 
any complian¢e on the part of her ancestorawith mhy of the pro- 
visions 6f article fourteen of the treaty of 1830, 


S..A- Apple; being duly sworn, states that.as stenogra- 
pher to the Commission te ‘the Vive Civilized Tribes he reported 
theforegoing proceédings on May 20, 1908; ..an@ that theft ore coing 
ise ttue and correet transcript of his stenorraphie notes in same, 
tothe wet of hin mowledge and ability. 


Suhscribed and sworn to js pean 28th. ®@y: of way, 1902. 
FR i¢ ON ON ROE 
Notary! Public, 








DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR. 
GONMISSION TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIERS. 


In the matter of the application of Julia Odell, et al., 
for identification as Mississippi Chootaws, M.C.R, 5625, 


ewmi DECI SIO D june 


It appears frem the recerd herein that application for 


ide.tifioation ag Mississippi Chootaws was made te this Comitesion 
by Julia Odell for herself and her two miner children, Tem and 
Delma Odell, under the fellewing prevision of the act of Cengreses 
approved June 28, 1898 (30 Stats., 405); 


"Said Commission shall have authority te determine the 
identity ef Chectaw Indians claiming rights in the Chectaw 
lands under article fourteen of the treaty between the United 
States and the Choctaw Hation, concluded September twenty- 
seventh, a ag hundred and thirty, and te that end may ad- 
minister eaths, examine witnesses, and perferm all ether acte 
ch tet wel thereto and make report te the Secretary of the 

nterior," 


It alse app h 





in the Cheetaw lands under artiele fourteen of the treaty between 

the United States and the Cheotaw Nation, concluded Septenbder twenty 
seventh, eighteen hundred and thirty, by reason of being descend~ f 
ante of Naney Alfred, whe is alleged te have been a Choctaw Indian 





~8- 
(degree af bleed net stated), and to have resided in Mississippi in 
eighteen hundred and thirty; and John Willis, whe is allezed to have 
been a half bleed Choetaw Indinit, 

“Tt further appears from the evidence mutmitted in support 
of eaid application and from the regordes in the posscasion of ths 
Comiziseion, that none of said applicants has ever been enrelled by 
the Choctaw tribal authorities as a nenber ef the Choctaw tribe, or 
admitted to Cheotaw cltisenship by a duly constituted eourt or cone 
mittee of the Choctaw Hetian, | or by the Commission to the Five 
Civilized Tribes, er by a decree of the United States Court in 
Indian. Territery, under the previsions of the act of Congress ap- 
proved June 10, 1806 (20 Stats., 381), 

‘tt deen net appear frem the testimony and evidence offered 
in gupport ef said application, or from the rederds in the possess 
sion ef the Ceountseion relating te persons who pnp lied or attempted 
to comply with the provisions 6f said artidle fourtecn of thé treaty 
ef eighteen hundred and thirty, and to persons whe heretofere wore 


Pa 
Ray 


Glainants thereunder, that thé said Haney Alfred, er John Willis, or 


ancestors less remote signified( in person or by proxy) to Colonel 
Wn. Ward, Indian Agent, Choctaw Agenoy, an intention to comply with 
the provisions of said article fourteen er prosented a claim to 
rights thereunder to either of the Commissiona authorized to ad- 
Judicate such elaims by the acts of Congress appreved Vareh 5, 1837 
(5 Stata., 180) and Auguet 23, 1942 (5 State,, 523), 

It is therefore the opinion of this Camminsion that the 





evidence herein is insufficient to determine the identity of Julia 
Ofc11, Tom Odel}, and Delma Odel2 ae Chootaw Indiens entitled to 
rights {nm the Cheetaw lands under the previsions of gaid article 
fourteen of the treaty of eighteen hundred and thirty, and that the 





onan for their ttentitioation an such should be ecighe Sat 
* i so ordered, 


COMMISSION. TO THE FIVER OIVILIZR rarars, 


@IGNED) 


i 


=m Ty 2 
a 
IGNED) 
TB. Vcedles. 
as > ape 


Gt. Breakir riage. 
Cooma soleners 











¥,CR. 5615. 
COPY 


Kuskogee, Indian Territory Oetober 30, 1902, 
’ , 


Hessre. Kansfield, Mehurray: & Sornish, 
Attorneys for the Chootaw: and Chickasaw Nations. 
Bauth toslester, Indian territory, 
Gentlemen: 
You are heredy advised tnat on the SOth day of October 
1902, the Commission to the Five. Civilized Tribes rendered a deci- 
Sion in the o&ase of Julia Odell, et al.,; applicants for identifies. 
tion ae Kississipoi Choctaws. 
This application was made under the provision of the act 
of Congrese of June 38, 1898 (30 Btats., 495) which is as follows: 
"Said Commission shall have authority to determine the 
-denlity of Shoctaw Indians Claining rights in the Choctaw 
lands under article fourteen of tiie treaty between the Tin ted 
States and the Choetaw Nation concluded Septeribder twenty- 
seventh, eighteen hundred and thirty, and to that end may 
adninister oaths, exanine witnesses, and perferw ali other 
acts necessary thereto ‘and make report to the Secretary of 
the Interior..® 
Saic decision concludes as Tallows: 
"it is therefore the opinion of this Commission that the 
evidences herein is dnsuffiotent to determine the identity of Julia 
Odell, Tom Odell, and Delma odell ag Chactaw Indians entitled to 


richts in the Choctaw lande under thé provisions of said articles 
fourteen of the treaty of eighteen hundred and y, and ths 
r 


it is se ordered.* 


You are further advised that the principal arrlicant 


in this cuse has been allowed fifteen days from the date hereof 





Ww MAT 2.9 


U e 


within which to file arguments in this office, and that at the 


expiration of said tine. the papers in the case, together with 
suoh argunents, will be forwarded for review to the Secretary of 
the Interior throtch the Comdlesioner of Indian Affairs. 


Respectfully, 


(SIGNED) 


Acting Chairiuan, 








COPY. 


Nuekosee, Indian Territory October 30, 1902, 


Fe % Pool, 
Atterney at Law. 
Nooona, Texas. 
Dear Sir:- 
You are hereby advised that on the 3Gth day of October 
1902, the Commiesion to the Five Civilized Tribes rendered a deci- 
sion in the case of Julia odell, ot al., applioants for identifioa- 


tion as Mississipopl Choctaws. 
This application was made under the provision of the! act 
of Congress of June 28, 1898 (39 Stats., 495) which is an; follows: 


"Said Cormission shall have authority to determine the 
identity of Choctaw Indians olaiming rights in the Choctaw 
lands under article fourteen of the treaty vetween the United 
States and the Choctaw Nation concluded September twenty- 
seventh, @eighteen hundred and thirty, and to that end may 
administer oaths, exomine witnesses, and perform all other 
acts necessary thereto and make report to the Secretary of 
the Interior," 


Said daoision concludes ag follows: 


"It is therefor: the opinion of this Commission that the 
evidence herein {is insufficient to determine the identity of Julia 
Odell, Tom Odell, and Delma Odell as Chootaw Indians entitled to 





rich? hoo? a - frir6 sions - oie 
fourteen of the treaty of eighteen hundred and thirty, and that the 
application for their identifioation ag such should ba refused, ant 
it 18 a0 ordered." 


You are further advised that the principal applicant 


in this ouse has been allowad fifteen days from the dute hereof 





ee 


dda eet on of sie iar or sicker tn pu ‘S086, ‘Legether wii: 

ae arginents Fe oe ba foFwardbd tor: reviey® tothe Syoresey of 

ih the Voumisdioner. Of) Indian ‘Agtaane. 
“Rebpectfutiy, 


{ @IGNED 


Tate Bish CP 
Oe SpRignan 


Registered. 








COPY. 


Muskogee, Indian Terettor’: Oetoher 3%, 2968, 


Julia Sdell, 

Denison, Texns. 
Dear hadani- 

You are hereby advised that on the 30th day of October 
1902, the Commission to. the Five Civilizea Trivee rendered a deci- 
sion in the case of Julia Odell, et.al, Applicants for Identifica- 


tion ag Minsiesinps’ chootaws. 


aw 


This application Wee ninde upder the prowtaton of the aot 


of Congress of June 28/2098 (30° States: duh) Weieh fe we follows: 


"Bald Comission shall have @uthority to determing thes. 
ideatity of Choctaw Indians claiming’ rights’ in the Choctaw: 
lands under ‘artiele fourteon of the treaty between the United 
States und the Chotbaw Nation concluded Septenber twenty- 
seventh, eighteen hundred and. thirty, and. to thet: lend. my 
aimiinister oaths, exariine witnesses, and perform all other 
Mots necessary thereto and make report to the Secretary of 
the Interior," 


Said decision concludes as follows: 


"It 46 therefore the opinion of this Commission that the 
evidence herein is insufficient to determine the identity of Julfa 
Odell, Tom Odell, and Delma Odell as Choctaw Indians entitled to 
rights in the Choetaw lands under the provisions of said article 
fourteen of the treaty of eighteen hundred and thirty, and that the 
application. for their identifioation as such ehould be refused, and 
it 18 so ordered, * 





You are further adviaed that you will be allowed fifteen 
auys from the date hereof within which to file arguments in this 
office, and that at the @xpiration of said time the papers in the 





PG. Le 


cage, together with such argiments, will be forwarded for review 


to the Secretary of the trte rior through the Comiissioner of Indian 
Affairs, 


Respectfuily, 


{BIGNEL 


2118 DIZOY, 


a GLELS 


Acting Chairman, 


Registered, 








M+C.R. 5615, 


COPY, 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, November 15, 1902. 


The Honorable, 

The Secretary of ‘the Interior, 
Sir:- 

There is transmitted herewith the record in the oase of 
Julia Odell, et al,, applicants to the Cormission for identifica- 


r 


tion as Mississipy4t Choctaws, Jnoluding the decision of the Commis- 
Sion of October 30, 1902, 

The Commission has the honor to report that. the prineipal 
applicant in this case, her attorney of record and the attorneys 
for the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations have been duly advised by 
letter of the action of the Conmission, copies of said letters be- 


ing attached to the raoord, 


Respectfully, 


Acting Chairman, 





Through the Conmmiieaioner or 
Indian Affairs. 
1 enclosure. M.C.R. 15. 





M.C.R.$615 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, November 25, 1902, 


ae 


TAA, 
ee 


tatetior. 


In the matter of the application of Julia Odell for the 
identification of herself and minor children as Mississippi Choce 
taws, the original record in sata case, together with the decision 
of the Commission, was forwarded to the Department on November 15, 
1902, Pr) 

There is tranamitted herewith for the coneideration of 
the Department in conneation with this case, the petition and affi< 
davit of the principal applicant, filed by her attorneys, Johnson & 
Pool, 

Rempyotfuriy, 


Acting Chairman, 
Enc, 
R.B.R,201. 








cory 
DEPARTMENT OF THE LNFRAIGR, 
OFFICE OF INDIAN AVVAIRG, 
WASH NGTOR, 


December D, 


; 
Mog 


The Honorable Re 9 
The Seoretary of the Interior, 


Sirs 

Ichave the honor to sulmit herewith reaord’er the 
Comntiasion to tie Pave Civilized Tribes in the matter 
ef the consolidated application for identification as 
uianissipps Ghoetaws of the following parties, wherein 

a decision adverse to their clains was rendered by the 

"Commi sation oft Ootorer 30, 1902! 

Julda Odell, for herself, and her two chiléren, 
Tom and Delma odeli, 

it appears: from the testimeny taken in this gase, 
that the eppitoeants base thcir claims to identification 
as Miesiesippi Choptaws on their descent from Hanoy 
Mifred, whe 16 alleged to have been a Choctaw Indian~ 
degree not stated= and John Willis, who is alleged 
to have been a half*bieod Choctaw Indian, 








“2< 
The CommMesion bases its decision rejecting these 
parties on the ground thet its records fail to show 
that either Nanéy Alfred er John Willis, or any angestor 
less remote, or any of the applicants, ever complied 


or attempted to comply with the provisions ariiele 14 


of the Choctaw treaty ef 1830. 

An examination of the reoords of this office dis- 
closes the fact that the names of Naney Alfred and John 
Willis are not eslig the names of these Choetaw Indians 
who complied or attempted t¢ oomply with the provisions 
of the 14th artiole of the treaty of 1830, and neither 
are there so found the panies of any of their descendants, 
and the office recommends that the f48@ingoef the Come 
mission rejecting the porties be approved, 

Under date of November 25, 1902, the Commission to 
the Five Civilized Tribes transmitted to this office 
a motion of the principal applicant, Julia Odell, pray- 
dng for judgment in her favor, which is supported by her 
affadavit setting out that she had not been allowed 
sufficient time after the rendering ef the decision by 


the Commission in which to furnish further evidence, 








-3- 

With reference to thia motion, the office recom 
mendes that it be not granted, forthe reason it 
does not appear that the applicants desire to set up 
their elaims to identification through any other anses~ 
toré than these civen in the testimony, Nancy Alfred and 
John Willie, and as far as these angestors are concerns 
ed the Oq@miission and the office is able to reach a 
final decision that they never complied or attempted 
to eomply with the provisions of article 14 of the 
Choctaw treaty of 2830, 


Very respectfully, 


W.A.Jones, 
E.B.H, Hr, Commi ssioner, 








MC R 5615 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, February 11, 1903. 


Julia O*Dell, 
#213 West Morgan Street, 
Denison, Texas. 
Dear Madam: 


Receipt is hereby acknowledged of your letter, without 
datey relative to the decision of the Commission refusing the ap- 
plication made by you for the identification of yourself and. minor 
but1aren as Mississippi Choctaws. You state that your lawyer fail~ 


ed to attend to your case and ask what steps you must take. 

In reply to your letter you are informed that the fifteen 
days from October 50, 1902, heretofore granted you within which to 
file arguments in support of your claim to be forwarded to the Seo- 
retary of the Interior, expired on November 14, 1902. On November 
15, 1902, the record in your case, together with the decision of 
the Commission, was forwarded to the Secretary of the Interior. 
Pending action thereon by him the Commission cannot receive or con- 
sider further evidence. 

You will be duly notified of such action as may be taken 
by the Seoretary of the Interior. 

Respectfully, 








ai DEPAR TRB NT OF THRE gupmror. 
2S : VAG RRIEEM anh 
t,f, 34-1902, ‘3 


hy ay ts 

eae 

Commi scion to the Yive Civili ned trivee, 
Muskoges, "Ynas an Terrd tery. 


Mareh aT, 1903. 


Gentlemen: 

November 25, 1968, you trandmitted the record in 
the gonsolidated case mbt noi ng the applications. for identis 
fication: as Missi ssippt Chootans: or Julia Odell (MCR. 5615), 
for her'sed?.gind her two. minor shthares, Tom. and Delite : 
Odell, tholuding your deotsion Of Ootoder 30, 1902, beta 


to identify them as saeh, 

The principal applicant states that ner father, 
Joba Willis, wis a full vlood Chootaw, and that he was bork. 
in Mississippd and 4ted while Passing fram there to Indian 
Territory, She also claims that her mother, Nancy Willis, 
formerly Nangy Alfred, was an 6nehalf blood Choetaw whe 
lived in Missistippi $n 1830 and died in that state, ‘The 
latter was the daughter of one Nanoy Alf¥eds 

Claiming identification as Mississippi Cheetaws it 
was imoumbent upon these applidadts to ahow that they are 
entitled to the benefits arising under section 41 of the 








#20 he 
act of Congress approved Tulyi4, 1902 (32 State, 641), or 


that som one of their Alleged atibestors complied or attempt+ 
ed to o6mply with the prévisions of article 14.0f the treaty 
of Geptember 27, 1830, or that they took advantage of: the 
Act# of Congress of Maruh 3, 1887 (5 Stat,, 100), ana 
Auguet 23, 1642 (5 stat., e23), zi 

They have failed to make the required. showing, and 


as the records in your pOseSSLON, aw well as those at ‘he 
Tndian Office, contain nothing whd oh supplies this Leek«o¢f 
Proof, It cannot be held’ that thoes parties have’ established 
their cleine, “ 

In sonnection with the case there was filed « 
motion of the principal applicant, Julia Odeii, praying for 
Judgment in her favor, The motion is Supported by her affix 
davit setting out thit she had not been allewed sufficient 
time before the rendering of your decision, in which to 
furnish further evidence, Said motion must be refused as 
the affidavit Upon Which it rests furni shes no further 
evidence as to the rizhte of these applicants than that eon-= 
tained in the record itself, You will advise Julia Odell 


accordingly, 








becueivl a iste; the | (Poumd.e ai oner or Tnddan 
Affairs, reporting In the matter; Teoomended thet your 
ag tion. te | ‘approved, and that said” mgtson of Julia Odell be 
not rented. ié copy of his letter aa: ‘poleeea,. 


ee 


‘The: Depar tment ‘donour s inthe said ‘Teedmmendati on 


ext, ‘Fae’ ‘deci sion ie seirga nce affirmed. 
) Respectfully; 


{utgnea) aos seri 
i inclosmre, Agting Seoretéry. 








B,Q.R.5615. 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, April 6, 1903, 


Julia Odell, 
#213: West Morgan Street, 


ne, ae 


Dear Madam: 


You are hereby notified that on the 27th day of Mareh, 
1903, the Seeretary of the Interior affirmed the decision of this 
Commission refusing the application for identification as Hissis- 
sippi Choctaws of the several persons inoluded in the case of Julia 
Odell, et al., of which decision ycu vore advised by registered 
mail on the 30th day of October, 1902, and on the same date re- 
fused your motion and prayer for judgment in your favor in this 
case, for the reason that the affidavit upon which said motion 
rests furnishes no further evidence as to the rights of the ap- 
plicants than that contained in the reoord itself. 

Respeotfully, 


Commissioner in Charge. 








MLC.R,. 5615. 
COPY. 


Muskegee, Indian Territery, April 6, 1903. 


Mansfield, MeMurray & Cornish, 
Attorneys for Chectaw & Chickasaw Wations, 


South McAlester, Indian Territory. 
Gentlemen? 

You are hereby notified that on the 27th day of March, 
1903, the Secretary of the Interior affirmed the decision ef thie 
Commission refusing the application for ddentification as Missis- 
sippi Choctaws, of the several persons included in the case of 
Julia Odell, et al., of wiich decision you were advised by mail 
on the 30th day of October, 1902. 

Respectfully, 


f IQ@NED) 
As 4 
Y A FT at ey Lae mm hme a mM) 


» aeLe ded b Oe heb ber eeu ow 


con 


Commissioner in Charge. 








M.C.R. 6626. 
COPY, 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, April 6, 1903. 


#- GO, Pool, 
Attorney at Law, 

Necona, Texas. 
Dear Sirs 

You are hereby notified that on the @?th day of March, 
1905, the Seeretary of the Interior affirmad the detision ef this 
Commission refusing the application for identification as Missis- 
sippi Choctaws, of the several persons included in the case of 
Julia Odell, et al., of which decision you were advised by register- 
ed mail on the 30th day of October, 1902. 

Respectfully, 


(SIGNED): 


a e~ 4 a 
(Y E \ yar am ay oe 9 ry gee ty a a 
bers nels abe le be bering ws 


Commissioner in Charge. 
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Department of the Interior. 
Goumisaten to the Five Ciyilised Tribes. 
J Muskegee , I. Tey May 20th, 1902. 


Ldentizjeation of Revolt cnt Eee thes ete eee 1 ye 
n gation . . » al? ren 3 
ase Conway and Willie May Randleas, as Mineiesippi Guectaws. 


J. G. Peel attorney for applicant. 


Mila Randleas being first duly Sworn testified as fellows: 


Examination by the Commission: 


What is your nam? <A Ella Randleas. 

How ghd are you? A Twenty-four. 

How much Ghectaw blood do @laim? A One-eighth. 

What is yeur post office ss? A South Medlester. 
That‘’s I. T. is it? A ves sir, 

How leng have you Aived there? “A I have been living there 
eff and en now for ten years. 

Where did you live before you moved te South MeAlester? 
Texas. 

Were you born in Texas? A’. Yes sir. 

is your father living? A yes sir. 

What is his name? Z| L. W. Hepgeod. 

How old 4s your father? A’ Sixty-four. 

Where dees he live? A Goalcate fe he 

Is your mother aavene? A Yes sir. 

What is her name? Sidney ¢,° od, 

How old ig your mother? A Forty-nine. 

pele > Bernal at A ¢ ya ita 
Thro ene of your paren © you claim your octaw 
ba oat A Mother. 

How has your mother lived at Coalgate A Six months. 
Where did she live before she moved to Giekanie? A_ South Mo- 
alesis 


Where did sle live before she moved to South MeAlester? 
the bern in Texas? A No, born in Mississippi’ and moved to 


Are you married? A Yes sir. 
Is your husband livi A I have been mrried twice; my 


Soe te son mans 38.23 ° 
tis your present ‘s name? A Frank Randleas. 


Ie be a white mn? <A Yes sir, 











3 


Makes no claim te Indian bleed? Ne sir. 
Have you any children for whem you desire to make application 
at this | lppeeane time? A Yes sir, three. 
Give their names and ages please? A Dee Conway. 

eld? A Seven years. 

next one? A Hassel Conway. 
Hew old? A Two years. 
The name of the next ehild? A Willie May Randleas. 
How old is she? A Three months eld. 
What. is the name of the father of the first two children? 
George Conway. 
Is he living or dead? 
Was he « te man? A Yes sir. 
Made no claim te Indian bleod? A No sir, 
Has your mother ever been recognised in any manner or enrolled 
as a member of the Choctaw tribe. of Indians imlIndian Terri- 
tory, by the Choetaw tribal authorities or by the authorities 
of the tmited States? A I dontt know. 
Is your name or the names of any of your children to be found 
on any of the tribal rolls of the Choctaw Nation, Indian Terri- 
tory? A I don't know, 
Did you or any one for you make application to the Choctaw trib- 
al authorities in Indian Territery to be enrolled as a member 
of that tribe? A TI don't know, 
Did you or ene for you or for your minor children in the 
ie’ 1896, make applicatien to the Commission to the Five Civil- 
zed Tribes for citizenship in the Choctaw Nation under the act 
approved June 10, 1896? A No sir, I never. 
No one ever did for you; you didn’t authorize any one to do it 
for you? A Wo sir. 
Have you or any of your minor children ever been admitted to 
citizenship in the Choctaw Nation by the Choctaw tribal authori- 
ties, the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes or the United 
States Court for the Indian Territory? A Wo sir. 
Have you ever made application prior to this time for yourself 
or your minor children to either the Choctaw tribal authorities 
or the authorities of the United states to be admitted or en- 
rolled as citizens of the Choctaw Nation? A No sir, 
Do you appear before the Commission at this time for the purpose 
of a ng a share in the Chootaw lands, Indian Territory, un- 
dey the provisions of article fourteen of the treaty between the 
United States government and the Choctaw tribe of Indians son- 
cluded September 27, 1830; you are claiming as a Mississippi 
Choctaw are you? kh Yes sir. 
And de yeu make that claim under article fourteen of the treaty 


= 
ait 


The treaty of 1850 was concluded between the United 
States government and the Choctaw tribe of Indians at a place 
called "Dance Rabbit Greek*® in Mississippi on the 27th of 
Beptember of t year. At the time the aty wan made the 
Choctaws occupied a portion of the state of Mississippi and a 
small portion of the state of Alabama along the western 
boundary line. The object of the treaty was to secure the 
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removal of all of the Choctaws from the @untry they then oc- 
oupied to the new country west of the Mississippi river which 
is now known as the Choctaw Nation, Indian Terri tory. At the 
time the treaty ws made a great many Choctaws didn’t want to 
ceme to this new country but wanted to remain in what consti- 
tuted the old Choctaw Nation, amd for the: benefit of that 
class of Indians article fourteen was put inte the treaty. 
That article is as follows: 


“Each Choctaw head ef a family being desirous to remain 
and became a citizen of the states shall be permitted to 
do so, by si ng his intention te the Agent within 
six months from the ratification of this treaty, and he 
or she shall thereupon be entitled to a reservation ef 
one section ef six hundred and forty acres of land, to he 
bougded by sectional lines of survey; in like manner 
shall be entitled te one half that quantity for each un- 
married child which is living with him ever ten years of 
age; and a quarter section to sueh child as may be under 
ten years of age, to adjoin the location of the parent. 
If they reside upon said lands intending to besome citi- 
zens of the states for five years after the ratification 
of this treaty, in that case, a grant in fee Simple shall 
issue; said reservation shali inelude the present im- 
provement of the head of the family, or a portion of it. 
Persons who claim under this article shall not lose the 
privilege ef a Choctaw citizen but if they ewer remove 
are not entitled to any portion of the Choctaw annuity." 


That article required that in case a Choctaw desired to 
remain in the eld choctaw Nation in Mississippi and Alabama 
he should, within six months from the time the treaty was 
ratified, go before the United States Indian Agent there in 
Mississippi, Colonel Wm. Ward, and signify to him in some way, 
that is, teia him in some way that he wanted to remain in the 
old Choctaw Nation and take lands under the provisions of 
this article. After having done that he was entitled as the 
head of a coy. to a reservation of one section of land to be 
bounded by sectional linesof survey; and for each child in 


his sheng sy Pgh bad ten years of age and unmarried he was entitled 


to one h that quantity; and for each child under ten years 
of age he was entitled to m quarter section or one-hundred and 
sixty acres of land; the reservation of the children to adjoin 
the reservation of parer d 





clude any improvement owned by the head of the family at the 
time the treaty was made, September 27, 1830. This article 
also required that after a Choctaw had received his lands from 
the government he should reside upon said lands for five 
years, after which time the government would give him a title 
in fee simple which would enable him te dispose of the lands 
at his pleasure. The last clause of that article is as fol- 
lows: . 





© 
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&o © £& & 


“Persons whe claim under this article shall not lose the 
privilege of a ghoctaw eitizen but if they ever re move 
are not entitled to any portion of the Choctaw annuity." 


That means that in case a Choctaw fully complied with all 

the requirements of the article and resided upen his lands 
for five years, if he ever removed to the Choctaw Nation, In- 
dian Territory, he didn't forfeit his right of citizenship but 
that he did forfeit his right te participate in the annuity 
payments. Annuities were moneys being paid to the Choctaw 
tribe of Indians annually under treaty provisions by the 
government, 


s that the article that you claim under? A Yes sir. 
$0 you think you understand it? A Yes sir, I think I do. 
Now what is the name of your ancestor who lived in the old Choo- 
taw Nation in Mississippi and Alabama at the time this treaty 
was made, September 27, 1830? A I don't know. 
Do you know the name of your Cheotaw ancestor who was a recog- 
nized memberof the Choctaw tribe of Indians at that time? 
I don't know. 
Do you know anything about your ancestry beyond your mother}; 
do you know anything about your grandparents? A Wy grand- 
mother's name was Eliza Ann , 
ae Ann what? A Duett, she married a man by the name of 
Allen. 
Was she married and the head of a family in 1830? A I don't 
know. 
De you know whether they were recognized members of the Choctaw - 
trite of rndians at that time or not? A I don't know. 
Whether she lived amongst the Chootaws and was recognized by 
— Choctaw tribal authorities as a Choctaw Indian? I don't 
now, 
ree} much Choctaw blood did she claim; do you know? aA Half I 
think, 
Now what relation was this Eliza Ann Duett or Eliza Ann Allen 
to you? A Grandmather. 
Your mother's mother? A Yes sir. 
Do you know anything about your ancestors any further than your 
grandmother? A Wo sir. 
Has your mother been before the Commission? A Yes sir. 
And applied for identification as a Mississippi Choctaw? 
Yes sir, 


Do you want your case considered with your mother's and the 
evidence given in her case to be considered with youre? 
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Yes sir, 

And you know absolutely nothing beyond what you have already 
stated here? A Wo sir. 

De you know of the compliance of your ancestors with this arti- 
cle that I have read and explained to you? A No sir. 

Do you know whether any of your ancestors ever received any 
lands from the government as Choctaw Indians? A WNo sir. 

You don't know whether they ever received any benefits at all 
as ene Indians from the United States government? 

Ne sir, 





#5. 


Q Do you know whether they ewr @wmplied with or attempted to 
apr, ey Pies the provisions of article fourteen? A No sir, 
ontt. 
Q Do you know whether they owned any improvements in the old 
Choctaw Nation in Mississippi or Alabama in 1830 or not, at the 
time the treaty was made? A No sir. 


In aceordance with the provisions of this fourteenth 
article the government directed Colonel Ward, their Agent, to 
register the namesof the Choetaws who wanted to remain in the 
@1d Choctaw Nation and take land. The records of the govern- 
ment show, however, that Colonel Ward failed to register the 
names of a great many Choctaws who really did come before him 
and told him they wanted to take lands, and on this account 
the Choctaws lost their lands for they were taken from them 
by the mvernment and sold at its public landsales. This 
caused a great number of rg ere ge and these complaints final 
ly reached Congress, and in 1837 and again in 1842, Congress 
vy acts, appointed Gommissions to go into the old Choctaw Na- 
tion in wississippi and alabama to investigate these claims. 
These Commissions investigated a creat nymber of claims; some 
they allowed and ote rs they rejected. Of the claims allowed, 
if it was found that these lands had not” been s0ld by the gov- 
ermment and the Choctaws established their rights to them, 
they were given the lands. If, however, the lands had been 
sold and the Choctaws established their rights to them before 
these Conmissions, they were given scrip or certificates and 
under this scrip they could locate on vacant government lands 
in the states of Mississippi, Alabama, Louisiana or Arkansas. 


Q Do you know whether any of your ancestors ever appeared 
before either of these two Cémmissions and established their 
right to land under article fourteen? A No sir. 
Do you know whether they ever received any scrip from the gor- 
ernment for lands which they claimed had been sold? A No sir. 
Meth ig any witnesses that you want to introduce to-day? 
No sir, 
Any papers you want to file in your case to-day? A No sir. 
Do you speakor understand the dhoatan language? A No sir, I 
cant speak it; I can understand some of it, 
Is there any further statement you desire to mike? A I don't 
know. 


The applicant has dark brown hair, dark brown eyes, 
medium fair complexion, features and appearance of a person of 
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part of her ancestore with any the provisions of article 
fourteen of the treaty of 1830. 
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Muskogee, Tndtan Ferritoty October AG, 1902, 


~ oy ee 
Hla Pandieae , 


“ 


uth weATester, Taddan ferritory, 


Dear: Modars 

You.are hereby advised that om ithe hth day of October 
1902, the coontsston tothe PEO. Civilined Pr ithoa rendered 4 degt-., 
ston tn the corgolidated: dase Of Sidney c. Honsood, et al., onbrane 
ing the following. appliont tong for identifiontion as Misaisesinns 
Choatawst 5 


Stdney c, Hopgood, et nl., Met.R.- 35903 


Tempie Crow, at Als, KeC Re 8614 
Ella Randless, ot al. , B.C. 5616, 


These apfnlfoations were mode under’ the Trovision of the 
agt of Congress of Jume sea, 1998 (20 State., 495) whateh is an fol- 


ve’ Loway 


ies v2" Fadd Commission shall have authority £6 determine the 
identity of Choctaw Indians claiming rights in the chest-~ |. : 
lands under artiale fourteen of the treaty between theUnited 
States and the Cheetaw, Matton condluded Séptenber twrenty- 
seventh, élentoen hundred and. thirty, amd te that end ay 
adniniater onths,; exintne witnesses, and perform’ all other 


Rots necespary  thareto and make report to the Secretary of 
the Interter,* 


Said deoiston conoludats ns follows) 





| is therefore the Opinion of this Commission that the 
evidenoé’ herein 14 dnsefficient te determine the identity) of Sidney 
Ge Nopgood, John Sertereen Hopreod, Andrew Samuel Hopgoad, ‘loutes 

¥ Hopgoad, Roste Arn Roprded, Tempie Crow, Willie Mitehell, ¥erai- 
nand eitonea1, Amie Crow, Rlla Randleas, Dec Conway, Hazel Conway 





May Rendleas as Chootaw Indiang entitled to yights in 
Choctaw. lands under the 


provisions of said@ article fourtcen ef 


treaty. of eighteen lundred and thirty; and that. thé applica- 
tion “for: thetr identifioeation ag suahshould be refused, -and it 4s 
BO. ordéred.* Mie d t ; ik ' 


You are further udvisea hat vou ‘wild ue ‘di owed fiftéen 
rom the dute hereor within Whish “So [fF Re &reuieni sin this 
orice, and thu: at the expiration’ of guid time: the papers 
G4SG,y LOogéether with such arctuwents, will be forwardea’ for review 
vo the Secretar; of the Interior through the Cormissioner. of Indian 
Affairs, 


Respectful i: 
(SiG 


* 


Of. Breeze: 


Gommissioner in Char Fo 


Registered, 








dy 4 ote is mm Eipetittia | 
Cad oe ES 7 a, 


pire had : Paes x e: 
Indian Térritery, 
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South McAlester, 
Dear Madan: 

You are hereby notified that en the 9th day’ of February, 
1905, the Séoretary of the Interior affirmed the decision of this 
Commission refusing the applivations for identification as Missits~ 
sippi Choctaws of the several persons included 4n the consolidated 
Gaze of Sidney Cc, Ropgood, et @l., of which deeision you were ade 
Vised by registered mail on the g@8th day of October, 1902. 

Respectfully, 


@IGNED) 








M,C.R.5616 


Nugkogeo,. Indian Territory, Kay 11, 1904. 


Ella Rendleas, 


which you ask the status of the citizenship case of yourself and 
your children. 
In reply to your letter you arc informed that on October 28, 

1902, the Commission rendered its decision refusing your applica- 

fon for the idontification of yourself and your three minor chil- 
dren, Doo and Hazel Oonmway and Willie Nay Ratidleas, as Mississippi 
Choctaws, notiec of which was forwerded to you on the same date. 
On February 9, 1903, the Secrotary of the Interior affirmod the 
witeasaton of . the Some leet oD refust sing yous application, notice of 
which Departmental “action war forwarded to you-on February 21, 
1903, at South MoAleater, your last known postoffice address, The 
Commission, therefore, considers this gase closed. 


Respectfully, 








For Identification as a Mississippi Choctaw. 


Dati i) 29 4902 
Name Lbltr Nal deo, 
Age Zoe Zp Blood Yb 


Vuh AAG, oll ’ 
Mother: Tha bigpan s Zz 
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ASW Mand bens pw 


‘ho Chasing 


Children 























In the matter ef aeation of Yanay A, Posey for idsutiri- 
Gation as @ Hiss iseipy ‘Guee Ka da 


LP. Madson, attorney for applicant. 
Manoy hy Poeey being’ ¥worn teatified an follows: 


Beanination by the Commission: 


A eR hong § ty-one. 
pe? A Pec Ferre Oklahome., 


Q 
ws 
q vir 2 you, Toa in ahoma? A : 
: vais live ‘before you lived in Rat dor A Chickasay, 
Q Ape ‘in the @hickasaw Wation, Indien Territory? 


Where before borg 
Bern: in Alabama? re, 


raat A Yatiey-&. Boney. 
poet 


Six years, 


A 
4 hy he Fl oe tive J @bema? A Franklin, Winston ana Jefter- 
papa 
Qa ather Tiring?’ A. Yes air, 
Q oe s erent r ae’ 4 hha “4 
® name * aey. 
ria your fe, a st v7 


Q 





eee Avisos Posey. 
You 61s im cot Fei ir. a 


: aim? A, ghirty aecond’y reckon, 

q Sea your inch rt ie eee ted in an wor. or enrolled: as a 

meunber of the Choetar tribe of tn ay sither Ghottaw tribal 

were a int Recapencd ities \er the: United ates in in the Tndian 
T sir, 

$ re Pai preof ef the marriage Cs peer father and mother with you? 

Q@ Wild that be introduoed later? 4 Yes ‘wir, 

Q. Are you married? A Yes. MIT a 


gh Sit 





What is your wife's name? A Martha L, Posey, 
18 she a white wiman and living? A Yes sir, 
What is your wife's name? A Martha IL. Posey. 


DO you make my ¢laim for her? A Wo sir, 
Have you any Giildren? A | Hone living, 
ou Just claim for yourse}, do you? Yes sir, 

Q ¥2 Of pedlge On.any of the tribal rolls of the Choctaw yation in 
the Ind Territory? A No #ir, I reckon not, 
Q wave you ever made application for citizenship in the Choctaw 
wetien = the Ghoetaw tribal authorities in the Indian Territory? 
A © Biry:> 
Q Have you ever made application fer citizenship in the @hectaw Nae 
ticn t¢6 the Dawes Gommission under the act. of Gongress of June 10, 
1896? A Me. sir, : 
Q Ye this the first applieation for citizenship in the Ghoct aw ma- 
tion made to gny authority whatever? A Yee 8 it" 
Q You never have been enrolled as a member of that trite by any 
authority? A wo gir, 
Q You now want té be identified as a Mississippi Gheotaw? A Yes sir 
Q DO you olaim under artiole fourteen of the treaty of 18307 A Yes 
I reckon so, 
Q Do you understand that article? A I reekon f 40; ZI..have heard 
you repeat it, 
Q You dontt gare to have it explained further? A Mo sir, 


“It reads as follows! "Eech Choctaw head of a family being dew 
sirous to remain and become a citizen of the States shall de permitté 
to de so by signifying his intention te the agent within six months 
from the ratifiontion ef this treaty, and he or ahe shall thereupon 
be entitled to a reservation of one seetion of six hundred and forty 
acres of land to be bounded by sectional lines of survey; in like 
Banner shall be @émtitled to none half that quantity for each unmare 
ried Shild which is living with him over ten years ef age, and a 
Quarter section to sueh child as may be under ten years of age to 

Oin the location of the parent, rf they reside upon said lands 
intend to become citizens of the States for five years after the 
ratification of this treaty in that oase a grant in fee simple shall 
issue, gaid reservation shall include the present improvement of the 
head of the family er a portion of it. Persons who claim under this 
article shall not lese the lta of a ghoctaw aitizen but if 
they aver remove are not to be entitled to any portion of the Ghoctaw 
annuity," 





Q what ia the name of your ancestor that you claim yourr ight to 
be identified through? A Annie Byde is the farrthest from me; David 
Posey is her son, 

Q How do you spék it? A Two ways; Bey-d-e and Bied~-d-i-e is another 
Q You don’t know which way? A No sir, 

Q what relation was she to you? A Great great grandmother, 
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How much Ghecteaw bleod did ahe have? A A half I reokon, 
te oe. Live in the old Ghsctaw wation in Mississippi in 18307 
on*t know, 
id you. ever heat she lived in Alabama in the 014 Ghoctaw yation? 
have heard on Lived on the line @f Alabama and Ternessée, but 
don*t know in which she lived, 
Did you ever hear that she 6r any ef your Gheetaw ancestors were 
heads of families in the old Ghectar Wation in 18307 A Wo sir. 
Q You claim through your father, do A Yes sir, 
Q And has just mace application. on ¢ date, has'he not, to be 
idemtifie@ as a Mississippi. Ghootaw? A “yea sir, | 
Q Leh ge want to have your application goneidered with his and also 
with OLiver Ky Posey*s? A ‘Yes sir, 
Q | What relation is Oliver Ky Posey to you? A I reokon he is about. 
@ third cousin; hin and my father was second cousins, 


" 


The mgpste std on of Oliver K, Posey, 6271, is here referred to; 
also the #pplieetion ef Eitjah A, Posey {ne father of this ap- 


Pliecant is here referred to» Wo,5615, 


Q You want to have all these o2368 cénsélidated wheré they @1a,im 
through the same oormon ancestor with you? A Yes sir, 

Q Did any of your Chectaw ancestors own any improvements on land 
in Mississippi or Alabama in 18307 A Wet that I know of, 

Q bid any of them go from that old Ghectaw Wation to the Ghostaw 
Nation, Indian Territory, with, the other Indians between 1833 to 
1838 or 16407 A Wot that I know of, 

Q Bic any of them within six months after the ratification of the 
treaty of 1830 go to the United Staten Indian agent Gol,Werd and 
tell him that they wanted to stay in Mississippi, take land there 
and become citizens of the states? A I dontt know, 

Q pid any of them own or claim any land in Mississippi or-Alabama 
under article fourteen of the treaty of 18307 A Not that + know of, 


In 1837 os well as 1642 under various aote of Gongress Gom- 
missions were appointed to hear Minsissippi Ghocotaw claimants under 
article fourteen of the treaty of 1850, Those claimants who came be- 
fore each one of these Gomnifsions respeatively were Indians who 
claimed that they had gone to @ol,Ward the United states Indian 
agent within six months from the ratification of the treaty and at- 
tempted to register their names as Ghooteaw Indians cleiming under 
that article of thet treaty, but that Gol,Ward had failed to errell 
their nawes as Ghootaw Indisns claiming under that artigle and asa 
result of his nerlect to do this 2 ang 





thers upen which they had improvenenta lost beth for they were taken 
from them by the Government and sold at Public Yand gale, 


Q Do you know whether any of your @hootaw ancestors appeared before 
either of thence two Gommissions and olaimed any benefits as Gheétaw 
Indians? A Wo sir, I don't, 

Q pid of your. @heataw ansestory reSeive any eorip from the 
Government which entitied them to select land in Mississippi, Ala~ 
bama or Arkansas or Louisiane to take the place of the land which 





they hed formerly held: in the 014 Ghpetaw Nation and which the 

Geveruen® sp wae.as cree See renee A’ Not pe I Anew, of. ‘ 

jorip teeued or ot Gengress 

Tete lier’ S. tas att Se rikeeas tele Fortienva te 
oA. o ra ° a ‘or leave 

oh ite weitton. oridence. within aq tnirey days, Graxited.) 


a Sy) 

"cae Da. ON ak F dave ww lemponge? A Wo sir. 
es ee aeseryen JA Like to say in support of this 
Subs f Zee 

er 7 A Ho aes 


} 


ae applicant has ‘ink: appears and physidal characteristics of 
ree descended from ate '}° Drown hair, blue eyes and 
complexion,’ Mis his hair, He does not 
esterday the Ghoctaw 1 hi o knowledge of the compli« 
ance on the part of bin anoesters: , of the BL ORES ons of 
article fourteen of the 


Henry G. Hains being sworn on ‘his cath statés that as stenographer 

to the Commission 40 the Pive Civilized tribes he 2 med oa in full 

the proceedings had in the above entitled gause on ne t 1902, and 
ate 


that this ie a full, true and oorreat transcript of nographis 


notes in said gause on said date, 
Henna g er. uh 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this Zé day of May, 1902, 


ele ialsi FO Mectngsenr 


Rotary Publié; 








M.0.R, 5617 


OOPY: 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, April 15, 1908, 


, 


Yanoy A. Pooey, 
Eliaville, Oklshoma Territory, 
Dear Sir; 
You are hereby advised that on the 18th day of April, 
1903, the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes rendered a de~ 
cision in the consolidated dane of Henry %. Posey, et al,, enbrad- 
ing the following applications fer identification as Mississippi 
Choct ara: 


Henry HR, Posey 6618 
Sareh Mathis, et al, 5276 
Ligcie Harger, et al, 6639 
Warner W, Mathis 5637 
Andrew Methigs 6658 
Sallie Nichols, ¢t al, 5640 
Oliver K,. Posey, et al. 5291 
Sarah Etta Moore, et al, R, 56@R 
Mery V, Dear, et al, Rs 5602 

| Ettie Mokiniey, et al, 5608 
Wililam C. Pésey 5604 
Mattie be Cates, et al, 5598 
Bonola V. cates 6600 
Mary McDougal, et al, 4969 
Maggie Kuykendol, et al, 5020 
Alva MoDougal 6021 
Homer H, MoDougal, et al, 60282 
Stephen N, Adsook,; et al, 4970 
Clementine Pish, et al. 5016 
Maggie Johnston, et al, 5017 
Stephen A, Fish 5016 





Maud Hull M,0,R, 8919 





EIgjan A, Fosey, et al. 6613 
Yancy A, Posey 5617 
Naney I, Wall 5606 
Rosegetie Cherry, et al, 5606 
hula Reardon, et al, 8620 


Err re 





Yanoy As Posey, —2 


These applications were made under the provision of the 
act of Congress of June a8, 1898 (50 Stata., 495), which is as 


follows: 


"Said Conmission shall have authorit to determine the 
identity of Choctaw Indians Claiming rights in the shoctaw 
lendie under article fourteen of the treaty between the Imited 
States and the Ghootaw Nation, concluded september twenty~ 
seventh, elghtesn hundred and thirty, and to that end may 
administer eaths, oxamine witnesses and perform all other 
acts necessary thereto, and make report to the Secretary of 
the Interior,*® 


Said decision concludes as follows 


"It is therefore the opinion of this Commission that 
the evidence herein is insufficient to determine the identity of 
Henry N. Posey, Sarah Mathie, Walter Glenn Mathis, Lizzie Harger, 
Lawrence Harger, Clarence Harger, Darven Harger, Warne: W, Mathia, 
Andrew Mathis, Sallie Nichols, Lorena Nichols, Oliver Ky Posey, 
Oliver K, Posey, Jr, Isaiah fT. Posey, Bulah %, Posey, Gracey M, 
Posey, Dovey M. Posey, Henry H, Posey, Clarence Posey, Claudie 
Posey, Sarah Etta Moores Laura V, Moore, Ol1i¢6 Franklin Moore, 
Elvin Winslow Moore, Mary V, Dear, Minnie Lenora Dear, William 
Leonard Dear, Zulah Dear, Andrew Wesley Dear, Josie Dear, Susan 
Fttie MoKinley, Homer H, MeKinley, William c, Posey, Mattie L. 
Cates, Mansel dates, Penola Ve Cates, Kary NeDougeal, Frank F, 
MoDougal, Magnus MoDougal, Magrie KuyRendol, tyre Kuykendol, 
Willie May Ruykendol, Jessie Kuykendol, Alva MoDougal, Homer H, 
MeDougal, Nanoy Ellen MoDougal, Stephen N, Adoock, John Pinkney 
Adcock, 61 ine Fish, Willie Fi » Grover Cleveland Fish, 
Mamie Myrtle Fish, Magcie Johnston, Mamie Johnston, Bearl Johnston, 
Willie Johnston, Stephen A, Fish, Maud Hull, Blijah A, Posey, 
Elbert G, Posey, Seburn L, Posey, Mary A, Poney, Sarah V, Porney, 
Thomas A, Posey, Marion F, Posey, Walter Le Posey, Charles We 
Posey, Josey E, Posey, Leroy MoQ Posey, Yanoy A, Posey, Nancy I, 
Null, Rosegetie Cherry, Arthur Lee cherry, Roy Cherry, Magrie 
Isabelle cherry, Kinnis Frances Cherry, Lula Reardon, James 





Reardon and 3 8s Reardc aA Sct “Lanes Ontitied to rights 
in the Choctaw lande under the provisions of said article fourteen 
of the treaty of eighteen hundred and thirty, and that the applica- 
tions for their identification es such should be refused, and it 

is so ordsred,* 





Yanoy Ay. Posey, -+5 


You are further advieed thet you will be allowed fifteen 
days: from the dete hereof within which to igs seats in tuts 


heensihiediny 


@IGNEO! 


Tame Diaby. 
Chaiymean, 








f lig al m oa wee >? x¢ A * 
IA RH hte Saas Ree 
fr bee a Ete ey tg Pie ae 8 vA gor 
Y Heyy Deh. er 2 i eo alee “? Sues nay 
4. Sey Ce 9 t f he, ~ r 


We 


Met Re BOLT, 
ei, PVs 


* 


Muskogee, Indianh Tarritery, December 12, 19h, ' 


Dear Sir; 

You are hereby notified that on the 30th day of Noven- 
ber, 1903, the seoretaky of the Interior affirmed the decision 
of this Commission tefusing the applications for identification 
as Missiesippi Chootaws of the several peraons inoluded in the 
consolidated case of Henry ¥, Posey et al, of which decision 
you were advised by registered mail on the 15th day of April, 
1903. 

Respectfully, 


“ Pa a 
rr ae Y. 4 AA SAA 
Late ate! to oe’ ae! bof 8 


Ghaiynan, 








For Identification as a Mississippi Choctawal 


“ute MAY ZU lyud 


Name wm Yn ye Aa. ies 4 


Post-Office ‘Chea. tke, O7}Lea, | 
Father: EZ: ak. Lee 2 LE) 

na a 
Mother: ak... eo. b5 E 


Claims throwgh A, ERG ~ 
ae . 


a ca L, Caney, Dwi 
cla fr zeae _ | 




















€ DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
GOMMISSION TO THE PIVE CIVILIZED PRIB"S, 


In the matter of the application of Henry N, Posey, et al., for 


identifieution as Miesisstppi Choctaws, consolidating the applica 


tions of} 


Henr’y. ¥, Posey, MsCO.Re 
Sarah Mathis, et al;, M.CoaRe 
Tineie Hax ger, et ale, M.CsR. 
Warner W, Mathis, MsC Re 
Andrew Mathis, M.C Re 
Sallie Nichols, et al., M,C.R. 
Oliver K, Posey, et alse, M,C.R. 
Sarah Etta Moore, ot al., M,C Ry 
Mary V. Dear, et al., M.CoRo 
Susan Ettie McKinley, et o1., M.C.R, 
William C, Posey, M.C.Re 
Mattie L. Cates, et als, M,CaRe 
Penola V. Cates, MeC eRe 
Mary McDougal, ot Ble, MsCoRe 
Maggie Kuykendol, et al., M,C. .R. 
Alva McDougal, M,C.Rs 
Homer H, McDougal, et al., M,0,R, 
Stephen Ne Adeook, et Ale, MeCeRy 
Clementine Bish, et al., M.C.R, 
Maggie Johnsten, et sal., Mic sR. 50L7 
Stephen A, Fish, MoO eRe 
Maud Hull, MgCeRy 
Blijah A,. Posey, et al., M,C Re 
Yanoy As Posey, Ma OeR, 
Nandy te Null, M,C Re 
Rosesetise Cherry, et Ble, M,C eR. 
Tula Reardon, et al., M,C eRe “ 


List of papers forwarded to the Secretary of the Interior 





comprising the record in the consolidated case of Henry N. 


Posey, et al. 


Original Aieation of Henry HN, Posey to 
the Dawes Commission for idéentifioation as 
@ Mississippi Cheotaw-----<«-7-~ 2 


(Page) 








Qo 


Origins? application of Sarah Mathis, et al 

to th  Dewee: Comm saton for identification a 

as Misvissippt Choe taws-- on Fo each ae Sa oS am — en 
Original appligation of Lisate larger, et ali, 

te: Dawes Commission for identification as 
Mississippi Cho Ct awhos + se tewe man nnanmencecmaauwinn aman dn 


Original application of Warner W, Mathia to the 
Dawes Commisgion for identification as 3B 


Original application of Andrew Mathis to 
the Dawes Commission for identification as « 
Mississipps NOD RT m= - nnn nnn enna wnen man = me ow oe ee oe oe 


Original application of Sallie Niohols, et al,, 
to the Dawes Commission for identification as 
Wissi asippt Choctaws<« eee SOMA ERO Ree Wee 


Certified copy of the Marriage License of J,.6, 
Mathis and Sarah E, Podey<---<seceden siemens nena pene eee 


(Page ) 





Originag application of Oliver K, ait et al., 


to the Commission for tdentificat 
Missiseippi Choctaws-- 


en - as 


Original application of Sarah Ftta Moore, et al,, 
to the Dawes Commission for identification 
a8 Mississippi Choctaws SO ew a ht 


Original application of Mary V, Dear, et Bl,, 
to the Dawes Commission for identification as 
Mississippi Choctaws++--~~----.-.....-.- SP om me ea mm ae nwo - 


Original application of Susan Ettie McKinley, et al,, 
to the Dawes Commission for identification as 
Mississippi CHOOTA WE wo mere nap eet wn on ae 0 open ow ae Gone 


Original application of Williem C, Posey to. the 
Dawes Commission for identifioation as a 
Mississippi Choctaw---~-..- Oe OS ee a a 8 to wt 


Original application of Mattie L. Cates, et al,, 
to the Dawes Commission for identification as 
Mississippi Choctawg-~~+—~---9--- 0-4 -nns- oe ween ene ~ 





Original application of Penola V. Cates, to the 
Dawes Commission fer identification as a 
Misgiesippi COLO 0 E BW mr a wm a sw to md oe oe ie re et) 


Original application of ‘Mary MoDougsl, et al 
to the Dawes Comntssien for identifioation as’ 
Misesiseippi ChOC EWE diene nominate wnnnoennnunwen aman men 





Be 


Original ea toka teen of., Jiagete Kaykendol, et al,, 
to the Dawes Comnhiaei ‘or 2dentifioation as 
Mispiesipps Chastaweennd a Ne Ener ene wreneares mcecee mnie 


originaa application of ; lve WeDougal te the 
py for 148ntifieation asa 
Sattentoct Ghectamsensicenetemesesner=nbie Pe em ae oe 


Original application of Homer Hu MoDougal, et als, 

to the Dapes Commission?for identification as 
Mississippi’: Nitec cembiasant PICT tng ae ia ain oe oe ow —= 
Ten timere. of Robert Se ‘Age ween ee mee Oe ee 08 Be 


Orsgsnys appiteation or? phen. N, Adcdek, et al,, 
wes Commiseionit or tdentification as 
idsbtneapet Choctaws-« Se OF fm ya in lett hn Gh se a Ha, am ee 


Origs a2, application of ‘Clementine Fish, et al., 
te the 6 Commission for identification as 
Miset 88 ippi BRO GtamErn ih Hr mesnnrssriminenmnnent imme oe ae 


Original application of" Magete Jehneton, et al., 
to the Dawes Conmpiission for identification as 
Mississippi Choctawse--<ees~nen-—~ 3 Gen mewn se mers odd hla obsm ee 


Original application of Stephen Ay Pish to the Dawes 
Commi seton for identifigation as Mississippi Choctaws~« 


Original application of Maud Hull to the Dawed 
Commisaion for A4dentification as a Mississippt 


CHOC t BH wm wo cra cee cee eres er tne ew om oe Cited 1 cn ce eae eae Om me oe 








Original application of Elijah A. Posey, et al., to 
the Dawes Commission for sdensit ination eas Mississippi 


Choet awho~<-~ << en nn omens oe Oe ee wr oo ee we oy oe we a 


Original applieation of Yancy A. Posey to the Dawee 
Commiseion for identification as a Mississippi 


Choctaw - Cad Se ee ee OR Oe 





Original application of Nancy I. Null to the 
Dawes Commission for identification asa. 


Original snocdietion of Rosesetie Cherry, et ale, 
to the Dawes Commission for identification as ‘cine 
Mississippt Choctaws«u<e---- renee “ee — ne ao me ene pin was aD 








rt ri anita i of Talila Rear or 
the Dawes Commi seion for ident ificat on as 
Mississippi Che et awhe --62 6 amen ncn stem nenn nnn mw amen ate 


Testimony of Oliver K, Posey in the cases of Bancy 
t. Bul, ot ai., and Rosezetie Cherry, et @ls, eons ehere 











Seatinirtaiatit 6x the tetetser. 
Comission t¢ the Five Civilived Tribes. 
«Muskogee, 1.7. May 20; ° 


~*~ 


In the matter of the az toatien of Henry NW. Posey for identifri- 
cation as & Missiseippi Ghoctew, = = 


LP. Hudson, attorney for applicant. : 


Henry MW. Posey being duly sworn testified as follows: 


Examination by the Commission: 


A Henry W. Posey,.: 
A Tam pixty two going ¢n sixty three, 
ost office address? A Maud, 
u lived: in Maud? A Wet a great- while; I have lived 
Oklahoma four years near Scared Heart, 
Arkansas. 
Where were you bern? A Tennessee, 
Where in Tennessee? A Middle Tennessee; Bell County, 
And from Tennessee you went where? A Benton County in Arkansas; 
rthern part, 
Is.your father living? A Wo sir. 
Ie your mother 11 7A We sir. 
What was your father's nam? A Waren Posey 
What was your mother's name? A Sarah Rainwater; Sa rah Posey. 
You olaim through yeur father or mother? A Through my fatier. 
How much Chegtiaw bicod de, Minin? A About one eighth, 
. Has your father-ever been egnined in any way or enrolled as a 
wanberof the Chedtaw tribe of Indians by either the Ghoctaw tribal 
= 2s. + -- + a ; n *) [ead « ; t . 8.T-6F t, 
jot. that I know anything about, ' 
; ef the marriage of your father and mother with you 
~~ t .) ‘ ? 
@ De.you RROR. when and where they’were married? A Wo sir, _ 
Q.Oam you iktroduce that evidence later on if given time? A f 
gan'® tell ‘you about. that, 


PLLOPL ONL LAS» OBLO 


Reasonabls time within thirty days will be:allewspfor that 
parpone, ® BSsae : 


% vapsnn bi thy hehe it < 





-2- 


Are you married? A I hare been, 

Haye you any children you want te make application fer? A We sir. 

Ts your wife living now? A Yes sir. 

Are you living with her? A We sir. 
Q You don’t want to make applioation for her or anybody else but 
yourself? A That's a11; I ean't state whether she was living or 
not; I haven't seen her in three years. 
Q Is your nem on any ef the tribal rolls of the @hectaw Nation in 
the Indian Territory? A Wot as I know ef, 
Q Have you ever made application to the Ghooctaw tribal authorities 
for citizenship im the Gheotaw wation? A Wo sir, 
Q yave you ever made application for citizenship in the Choctaw 
Nation to the Bawes Commission under the Act of Congress of June 10, 
1896? A Wo sir, A 
Q Is this the first applieation you have eve made for enrollment 
as a Choctaw citizen er for ident ification? A Yes sir, 
Q You never have been admitted have you to citizenship in the Choctz 
Nation by either the Choctaw tribal authorities, the Commission to 
the Five Civilized eribes or the United States Gourt in Indian Ter- 
ritory? A No sir, 
@ Do you now come before the Commission to identify yourself as a 
Mississippi Choctaw? A Yes ‘sir, 
Q Do you claim under article fourteen of the treaty of 18307 A Yes 
I reckon so, I don't knw nothing about that article; I ean't read 
nor write, 


The treaty of 18350 was made between the United States Government 
and the @hectaw Indians at a place in Mississippi called pancing 
Rabbit Creek on the 27th day of September 1830. The object of that 
treaty was to remove the Ghootaw Indians from the eld Chectaw Nation 
Bast of the Mississippi River to the Choctaw Nation, Indian Terri- 
tory; before the treaty was signed it became kmown that a great many 
Choctaw Indians would not go to the Choctaw Nation, Indian Territory, 
and in order te protect the interests ef these Indians who stayed 
back there in the old Ghoctaw Nation article fourteen was put into 
the treaty; that article is as follows: "Bach Chectaw head of a 
family being desirous to remain and become a citizen of the States 
shall be permitted to do so by signifying his intention to the agent 
within six months from the ratification of this treaty and he or she 
shall thereupon be entitled to a reservation of one section of six 
hundred and forty acres of land to be bounded by sectiénal lines of 
survey} in like manner shall be entitled to one half that quantity 
for each unmarried ehild which is living with him over ten years of 
age, and a quarter. section to mich child as may be under ten years 
of » to Oin the location of the parent. If they reside upon 
said lands intending to become citizens of the States for five years 
after the ratification ¢ ¢ 1 : 





simple shall issue. Said reservation shall inelude the present im- 
provement ef the head of the family or a portion of it. Persons who 
Claim under this artiole shall not lose the privilege of a Ghectaw 
citisen but if they ever remove are not to be entitled to any portion 
of the Choctaw annuity, * 


Q@ pid any of your Ghootaw ancestors comply or try to comply with any 
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of rhs provisions of article fourteen of the treaty of 18307 A I 
don't know, 
Q Do you understand that article well enough now so that you can 
claim wider it? A I reckon so. 
Q what is the nems,of your ancestor that you claim through? A Bar- 
tley Posey, Warren Posey and John Posey, ‘That is, through John 
Posey te Jennie Ann Byde; she was three fourths Choctaw; so I have 
always been taught. “ 
Q B-y-d-e? A TI can't spell, 
Q what relation was Jennie Ann Byde to you? A My great grandmother 
I have been taught. 
Q How me etaw blood did Jennie Amn Byde have? A I have been 
taught: she was three fourths Chootayw. 
Q. Did she live in Mississippi or Alabasm? A In Mississippi, 
Q In 18307 A Yes sir, ‘aN 
@ Did she have a family living at that time in Mississippi? A I>‘ 
gan't tell yeu. 

You don't know whether she was head of a family in Mississippi in 
1830 or not? A Wot till after she married grandfather, 
Q Whom did she marry? A She married John Posey, my great grand- 
father. 
Q@ Jennie Ann Byde was the maiden name then? A Yes sir. 
Q Was he a white man? A Yes, so said; I don't know. 
Q You don't know wheter they lived: in the old Ghectaw nation in 
Missi ssippi in 18350 and had a family of children there then? A Only 
from what I have been told; I have been taught that they were; 
grandfather was born there about that time. 
Q How old would your grandfather be if living now-- I mean the son 
of John Posey and Annie Jennie Byde? A I don't know, 
Q You claim through your father, do you-- Warren? A Yes sir. 
Q Wow how old would Warren, your father, be if living now? A If I 
am not mistaken he said he was born about the year 'O4, 
Q 18047 A Yes sir. 
Q Where was he born? A I think in Tennedsee, 
Q pid any of your Choctaw ancestors own any improvements on land in 
Mississippi er Alabama in 1830? A Hot as I know of, 
Q Did any ef your Choctaw ancestors within six months after the 
ratification of the treaty of 1830 go te the United States Indian 
agent, Col. ard and tell him that they wanted te stay in Mississippi 
take tend there and bed citizens of the States? A Not as I know of 
Q Did any of then 0 prom that old Ghoctaw Wation to the ¢hoctaw 
Nation, Indian Terr y, With the other Indians between 1833 to 
1s387 ky don't knew. | 
Q Did any of pace is or claim any land in Mississippi or Alabama 
under article fougteen of the treaty of 1830? A Not as I know of, 


appointed by Congress whieh went to Mississippi and heard olaimants 


under articles fourteen of the treaty of 1830; in 1842 ancther Commiss 
ion was appointed by Congress. by an act appr oved August 25, that 
year, and this Commission went to Mississippi and heard claimants 
under that article; these Commissions were appointed by Congress 
because of the large number of Choctaw Indians whe claimed that their 
lands had been taken from them by the Government and sold because 
their names did not appear upon Ward's Register; they also claimed 
that they had gone to Gol.Ward within six months from the ratifica- 
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of the treaty ef 18350 and registered ar tried to register with him 
their intention to remain tn Missiesippi and take land under article 
fourteen but that he had failed to.put their names upon his list 
and se the lJand was taken from them by the Goverment, 


Q Do you know whether any of your Ghooctaw ancestors went! before 
either of these two Commissions and claimed benefits as Ghectar 
Indians? A I don't know, 

@ Did any eof your Ghectaw ancestors receive any serip from the Gov- 
ernment which entitled them to select. land in Wigeissippi, Alabama 
Arkansas or Louisiana, to take the place of the land whieh they had, 
A Wot as I know ef, 

@ his was issved under an act appreved August 23, 1642; and was 
issued to those Indians who claimed they had rights under article 
fourteen, and also proved that they had had their land taken from 
them in Mississippi and sold. What relation is Oliver XK. Posey to 
you? A..We are brothers. 

Q ye you want to have his case considered with yours, so that you 
may get the benefit of that which has been testified to not only 
by him but also by all the claimants who claim threugh Jennie Ann 
Byde as common ancestor? A Yes sir, 


The case of Oliver K. Posey, 5271, is here referred to for the 
purpose of consolidation, 


Q Have you any evidence you want to present now? A 


(Here L. P. Hudson, attorney for applicant, asks for leave to 
file written evidence within thirty days ;_ granted, ) 


@ De you speak Ghoctaw? A Wo gir. 

Q ys there anything more you want to say about the case? A I don't 
know as there is anytHing; we have always been taught that we had the 
blood in us and our father's cath would be taken in court for the 
blood-- before the War. 

(yo atterney for eppijeant:) 

Q Anything you want to say, wr. Hudsen? A Wo sir, 





This applicant has the appearance and payateny characteristics of 


being descended from white parentage; he has medium fair Somplexion 
blue eyes, aes hair and light brown mustache, somewhat gray; he 
has neo kno of the Choctaw language and ne knowledge of the 
compliance @m the part of his ancestors with any of the provisions of 
article fo@Fteen of the treaty of 1830, 


Henry G. Hains jotted ake on his oath states that as steno “Wes to 
the sien to the Five Civiliséd pribes he reported in ful the 





‘inscribed and ‘anoen te bat 








M.O.R 5616 
COPY, 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, April 15, 190%, 


Manefield, MoMurray & Cornish, 

Attorneys for the Choctaw and Ohickasaw Nationa, 

Bouth MéAlester, Indian Territory, 
Gent lenen: 

You are hereby advised that on the 15th day of April, 1905, 
the Commiselon to the Pive Siviliged trines rendered a decision qa Es 
the consolidated case of Henry Ny, Posey, et Gls» embracing the 
following applications ror identifications as Minsiasipol cloctaws: 


Remry x, Posey My Ges 5618 
faremh Mathis, et ai, Usligh, BRIE 
bigele Marger, et al, MeGaR, BEES 
Verney We Mathis MeCuRe 5637 
An@rew Mathis UoiR, SERS 
Sallie Nichola, et al. MeO.Re 5G40 
Oliyer: K, Posey, et ail, MeGyRy 5371 
sereh Etta Moore, et. al, M.OsR, 56023 
Mary VY, Dear, at gl, M.0.R. 5601 
Vililam «, Posey Ke GaRe 8604 
Mattie L, Cates, ot al, MeGaRy 8599 
Penola V, Cates 6600 
Mary MeDougal, e+ al, - 4969 
Maggie Kuykendol, et ad, 5020 
Alva MoDougal 5021 
Homer Hy, MeDougal, et al, t 5022 
Stephen x, Adcook, et al, 4870 
Clementine Fish, et al, $016 
uaggie Johneton, ot al, 5017 
£t + 





5018 





Maud Hull 6019 
Elijah A. Posey, ot al, 5615 
Yanoy /, Posey 5617 
Nanoy I, Mull 

Roseretie Cherry, ot ai, 
Lula Reardon, al, 





These applications were made under the provision of the 


act of Congress of June BB, 1898 (30 Stats., 495), 


Said decision concludes as follows: 


"It 18 therefore the opinion of this Commission that 
the eviderce herein in insufficient to determine the Ldentity of 
Henry “. Posey, Sarah Mathis, Valter dienn Mathis, Lizcte Karger, 
Lawrence Harger, Claronce Harger, Darven Harger, Warner w, Mathis, 
Andrew Mathias, Sellie Nichols, Lorena Nichols, Oliver K, Posey , 
Oliver K, PoneYs Jrey Isainh T. Porney, Rulah £E, Posey, Grncey XM, 
Posey, Dovey x, Porey, Henry i, Porney, Clarence Posey, Claudic 
Posey, Sarah Ftta Moore, Laura V, Moore, Ollie Franklin Moora, 
Flvin Winslow Moore, Mary V, Dear, Minnie Lenora Dear, William 
Leonard Dear, Zulah Dear, Andrew Wesnley Dear, Josie Dear, Susan 
Ettie MoKinley, Homer H, MoKinley, ¥illiam c, Ponsy, Mattie 1, 
Cates, Mansel Cates, Penola Vv, Cates, Mary MoDougal, Frank F, 
MeDougal, Magnus MoDougal, Magrie Kuykendol, Tyre Kuykendol, 
Willie may Kuykendol, Jeanie Kuykendol, Alva MeDougnl, Homer , 
MoDougal, “anoy Flien “eNougal, Stephen N, Adsoek, John Pinknay 
Adoock, Ciementine Fieh, Willie ¥ish, Grover Cleveland Fish, 
Manie Myrtle Fish, Marvte Johnsten, Mamie Jonnston, Poarl Johnston, 
Willie Johnston, Stavhen A. Pish, Maud Hull, Elijah A, Posey, 
Elbert G. Porey, Seburn Lb. Poney, Mary A, Posey. Saran Vv, Posey, 
Thomas A, Posey, Marion F, Porasy, Yalter Lb, Posey, Charlier We 
Porey, Josey \, Poney, Leroy MoQ Posey, Yanoy A, Posey, Nanoy Ie 
Null, Roseretie cherry, Arthur Lee cherry, Roy che > Maggie 
Isabelie Cherry, Minnie Frances “herry, Lula Reardon, Jamas 
Reardon and Chories Reardon an chootaw Indians entitled to rights 
in the Choetaw la ar +, 8 , fourteen 
of the treaty o ) irty, ami that the applica- 
tione for their ould be refused, and it 
is #0 ordered,* 


You nre further Advined that the Appilesntr in thie case 
have been allowad fifteen days from the date hersor within which to 


file arguments in thin offion, and that at the expiration ees 














COPY: M.C.R. 5628 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, April 15, 1903. 


Henry ¥. Posey, 
Maud, Oklahema, 
Dear Sirt. 

You are hereby advised that on the 15th day of April, 1903, 
the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes rendered a decision in 
the consolidated oase of Henry ¥. Posey, et al., embracing the fol- 
lowing applications for identification as Mississippi Choctaws: 


He x. Posey M.C.R. 5618 
Sarak Mathis. et al., M.C.R. $276 


Ligsie r, et al. M.C.R. 8639 
Warner ve hacks’ : M.C.R. 6637 


Andrew Mathis, M.G.R. 5636 
Sallie Nichols, et al., M.C.R. 5640 
Gliver K. Posey, ot al., M.C,R.° 9271 
Sarah Etta Moore, et al., M.C.R. 5608 
Mary v. Dear et al:, MVC Re $601 
Susan Ettie McKinley, et a1., M.0.R, 6603 
William Cc. Posey, M.C.R. 5604 
Mattie L. Oates, et al., M.C.R. 6699 
Penola V. Cates, M.O.R. 6600 
Mar} McDougal, et al., M.C.R. 4969 
Maggie Kuyken ol, et al., M.O.R,. 6020 
Alva McDougal, M.C.R. 5022 
Homer Hq. MeDougal, et al,, M.O0.R. 5022 
Stephen XN. Adcock, et al., M.C.R. 4970 
Clementine Fish, et al., M.C.R. 5016 
Maggie Johnston, et al., M.OsR. 5017 
Stephen A. Fish, M.CsR. 6018 
Maud Full, M.C.R. 8019 
Blijah A. Posey, et al., M.C.R. 5613 
¥ > M.0.R. 6617 
Haney I. ull, M.C.R. 5605 
Rosesetie Cherry, et al., M.C.R. 5606 
Imla Reardon, et al., M.C.R. 6620 














H. HN. P. -«-2, 
These applications were made under the provision of the act of 
Congress of June 28, 1898 (30 Stats., 495) which is as follows: 


"Said Commission shall have authority to @etermine the 

identity of Choctaw Indians Claiming rights in the Choctaw 
article fourteen of the treaty between the United 

States and the Choctaw Nation, conoluded September twent y- 
seventh, eighteen hundred and thirty, and to that end may ad- 
minister oaths, examine witnesses and perform all other acts 
necessary thereto ahd make report to the Secretary of the In- 
terior,*® 


Said decision concludes as follows: 


"It is therefore the Opinion of this Commission that the 
evidence herein is insufficient to determine the identity of Henry 
N. Posey, Sarah Mathis, Walter Glenn Mathis; Lizzie Harger, Lawrence 
Harger, blarence Harger, Darven Barger, Warner W. Mathis, Andrew 
Mathis, Sallie Nichols Lorena Nichols, Oliver x. Posey, Oliver K. 
Posey, Jr., Isaiah T. Posey Bulah E. Posey Gracey M. Posey, Dovey 
M. Posey, Renry H. Posey, Clarence Posey, Olaudie Posey, Sarah Etta 
Moore, Laura V. Moore, Oliie Franklin Moore, Elvin Winslow Moore, 
Mary V. Dear, Minnie Lenora Dear, William Leonard Dear, Zulah Dear, 
Andrew Wesley Dear Josie Dear, Susan Ettie MoKinley, Homer H, 


McKinley, William é, Posey, Mattie L. Cates, Mansel Cates, Penola v. 
Cates, Mary McDougal, 1, Magnus McDougal, Maggie 
Kuykendol, Tyre ‘ endol, Jessie Kuykendol, 
Alva McDougal, Homer H. McDougal, MNanoy Blien MoDougal, Stephen N. 
Adcock, John Pinkney Adcock, Clementine Fish, Willie F sh, Grover 
Cleveland Fish, Mamie rtle Pish, Maggie sete Mamie Johnston, 


Pearl Johnston, Willie Johnston, Stephen A. Fish, Maud Hull, Elijah 
A. Posey, Elbert G. Posey, Seburn LL, Posey, Mary A. Posey, Sarah V. 
Posey, Thomas A. Posey, Marion F. Posey, Walter Ll. Posey, Charles W. 
Posey, Josey E. Posey, Lergy MoQ Posey, Yancy A. Posey, Wancy I. 

Null, Rosesetie Cherry, Arthur Lee Cherry, Roy Cherry, Maggie 

Isabelle Cherry, Minnie Frances Cherry, Lula Reardon, James Reardon 
and Charles Reardon as Chootey Indians entitled to rights in the Choc- 
taw lands under the provisions of said article fourteen of the 

treaty of eighteen hundred and thirty, and that the applications for 
their identification ag such should be refused, and it is so ordered," 


You are further advised that you will be allowed fifteen days 
from the date hereof within which to file arguments in this office 





8, the papers in the case to-~ 
gether with such arguments will be forwarded to the Secretary of the 





(SIGNED) 


Tame Bixby, 








Muskogee, Indim Territory, May 1, 1905, 


The Honorable 
The Secretary of the Interiors 

Sirs 

There is transmitted herewith the record in the consoli-« 
dated case of Henry HN. Posey, et al., applicants to the Commission 
for identification as Mississippi Choctaws, ineluding the decision 
of the Commission of April 15, 1903. 

The above consolidated case embraces the following original 
applications heard by the Commission: 


Henry Be Posey, MseCeoRe 5618 
Sarah Mathis, et ale, MoCoRs 6276 
Liasie Harger, et al., MeCoRe 5639 
Warner VW. Mathis, MeCoR, 8637 
andrew Mathis, MseCoRe 8638 
Sallie Nichols, st al., MeCeRe 8640 
Oliver K, Posey, et al., MeCeR, S272 
Mary V. Dear, et al., MeCeRs 5602 
inley, et ale, MaCeRs 5603 

Williem C. Posey, MsCeRs 5604 
Mattie le Oates, et al., MoCeR, 5899 
Penola V. Cates, MsCeRs 8600 
Mary McDéugal et Ole, MeCeRe 4969 
Maggie Kuykendol, et al., MeCeRe 8020 
Alva McDougal, M.CeR. 508] 
Homer He MoDougal , et ale, MeCoRe 5022 
Stephen BH. Adcook, et al., MeCoRy 4970 
Clementine Fish, et al., MeCeRs 6016 
Maggie Johnston, et al., MeCeRe 6017 
Stephen de Fish, BeCeRs 5018 
Maud Hull, HAC, = S019 
» et al., MeCoR. 8623 

MeCeR, 5617 

Nancy I. Wait, M.CeRe 8608 
Rosesetie Cherry, et al., MeCeRe 5606 
Lula Reardon, et al., MeCeR, 5620 














The Commision has the honor to report that the prineipal 
applicants in the several separate epplications and the attorneys 
for the Chootew and Oni ekasew Betions have been duly advised by 
letter of the sation of the Commi agion, oopies of sai4¢ letters 
deing attached te the records 

There is also tranenitted herewith argument by applicant 
Stephen BW. Adcock, in relation te this cass, filed with the 
Commission subsequent to the rendition of the decision hereine 

Respectfully, 


(SIGNED) 


Tame Bisby. 
Chairman, 


Through the 

Commis@ioner of Indian Affairs. 
Bacs 3 

MeCsRe 8618 








DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
OF¥ICE OF INDIAN A¥FPArIRS, 
WASHINGTOAR, November 20, 1903. 


Land . 
26798-1903, 


The Honorable, 

The Secretary of the Interior, 
Sir t+ 

There is transmitted herewith, for your consideration, 
the record and proceedings of: the Commission to the Five 
Civilized Tribes, in the matter of the consolidated appli- 
cation of the following parties, for identification as Missi- 
ssippi Chootaws: 

Hery N. Posey, for himself; by Sarah Mathis, 
for herself and her minor child, Walter G@lenm Mathis; by 
Lizzie Harger, for herself and her three minor’ children, 
lawrenag, Clarence and Darven Harger; by Warner W. 
Mathis, for himself; by Andrew Mathis, for himself; by 
Sallie Nichols, for herself and her minor child, Lorena 
Nichols; by Oliver K. Posey, for himself and his eight 


minor children, Oliver K., Teaigh T., Buleh B., Gracey 


M., Dovey M., Henry H., Clarence and (laudie Posey} 
by Sarah Etta Moore, for herself and her three minor chil- 





dren, Laura V., Ollie Franklin abd Mlvin Winslow Moore; 
by Mary V. Dear, for herself and her five minor children, 
Minnie Lenora, William Leonard, Zulah, Andrew and 


i 





one Qewn 


Jeésie Dear; by Susan Etta McKinley; for herself and her minor 
child, Homer H. MoKinley; by William Cc. Posey; for 
himself; by Mattie L. Cates, for herself and her minor 


child, Mansel Cates; by Penola V. Cates, for herself; 

by Mary MoDougal, for herself, ahd her minor ehild Frank Fey 
and her minor grand-ehild Magnus McDougal; (by Maggie 
Kuykendol, for herself and her three minor children, Tyre, 
Willie May and Jessie Kuykendol; by Alava McDougal, for 
himself; by Homer H. BoDougal, for himself and his wife Nanoy 
Ellen McDougal}; by Stephen WN. Adcock, for himself 


and his minor child, John Pinkney Adcook; by Clementine 
Fish, for herself and her three minor children, Willie, 
Grover Cleweland and Mamie Myrtle Fish; by Maggie John- 
ston, for herself and her three minor children, Mamie, 
Pearl and Willie Johnston; by Stephen A. Fish, for him- 
self; by Maud Hull for herself; by Elijah A. Posey, 

for himself and his ten minor ohildren, Elbert G., Seburn) 
Ley Marg A., Sarah Vey Thomas A., Marion ¥., 

Walter L spe ae E., and Leroy MoQ Posey} 

by Wanoy A. Posey, for himself; by Waney I. Hull for her- 
self; by Rosezetie Cherry for herself and her four minor 
children, Arthur Lee, Roy, Maggie Isabelle and Minnie 
Frances Cherry and by Imla Reardon for herself and her two 


minor children, James and Charles Reardon, 








ert Y “eee 


The testimony in this case shows that the applicants 

base their claim to identification on their descent from 

Jennie Ann ( or Annie, or Jinnie Ann, or Jenny Ann, or 

Sarah Ann) Posey, (nee Byde, or Biddie, or Biddy), whe is 

alleged to have been a full blood Choctaw Indian and a 

resident in Mississippi at the date of the making of the 
Choctaw treaty of 1830, except Maney I. Mull and Rosexzetie 

Cherry, and the minor children, who olaim r{ghts by reason of 

descent from John Posey, whe is alleged to have been a 
Choctaw Indian. 

Sarah Mathis and minor ehildren, in addition to claim- 
ing through Annie Biddie, also claim rights by reason of 
being descendants of Sarah Posey (nee Rainwater), who is 
alleged to have been a Choctaw Indian. 

The Commission rejected the applicants because the 


names of the ancestors through whom they claim do not ap- 


pear on their records among the names of those who com- 

plied or attempted compliance with the provisions of the 
f ourteenth article of the Choct aw treaty of 1830, and for 
the additional reasons that it does not appear that they 
presented a claim to rights wither of the Commissions 
appointed under the acts of March 3, 1837 and August 23, 


1842, to adjudicate the claims of those having rights as 





Mississippi Chootaws, and that none of the applicants have 





ever been enrolled as citizens of the Choctaw Nation. 

A oareful examination has been made of the records of 
this office with reference to the names of Jennie Ann, ( or 
Annie, or Jinnie Ann, or Jenny Ann, or Sarah Ann) Posey, 
(nee Byde, or Biddie, or Biddy), John Posey, and Sarah 
Posey, (nee.Rainwater), and it is discoverea that their 
names do not appear among the names of those who complida 


or attempted compliance with the provisions of the four- 


teenth article of the Choctaw treaty of 18304 neither 


does it appear that they presented a claim to rights as 
Choctaw Indians to either of the Commissions aforesaid. 

It is therefore the opinion of this office that the 
decision of the Commission rejecting the applicants is cor- 
rect, and I concur in that finding and recommend its ap- 
proval. 

Very respectfully, 
W.A.Jones, 


Commissioner. 








(COPY). 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
WASHINGTOR, November 30, 1903. 


C, 33633. 
eTeD. 8288-1903. 
R.S, 


+ & 


The. Commission 
to the Five Civilized Tribes, 
Gentlement- 

The Department has considered the record in the 
consolidated case of Henry N. Posey et al., transmitted with 
your letter of May 1, 1903, involving the application for 
identification as Mississippi Choctaws, of Henry N. Posey for 
himself; of Sarah Mathis for herself and her minor child, 
Walter Glenn Mathis; of Lizzie Harger for herself and her 
three minor children, Lawrence, Clarence and Darven Harger}; 
of Warner W. Mathis for hinselt ; of Andrew Mathis for himself; 
of Sallie Nichols for herself and her minor child lorena 
Nichols; of Oliver K. Posey for himself and his eight minor 


children, Oliver K., Isiah T., Buleh E., Gracey M., Dovey M., 


Henry H., Clarence and Claudie Posey; of Sarah Etta Moore for 


herself and ler three minor children, Laura V., Ollie Franklin, 
and Elvin Winslow Moore; of Mary V. Dear for herself and her 
five minor children, Minnie Lenora, William Leonard, Zulah, 





Andrew Wesley, and Josie Dear; of Susan Ettie McKinley for 
herself and her minor child Homer H, MoKinley; of William C. 
Posey for himself; of Mattie L. Cates for herself and her 





owwQnne 


minor child Mansel Cates; of Penola V. Cates for herself; of 
Mary MoDougal for herself, and her minor child Frank F. and her 
minor grand-child Magnus MoDougal; of Maggie Kuykende@l for 
herself and her three minor ohildren, Tyre, Willie May and 
Jessie Kuykendol; of Alva McDougal for himself; of Homer H. 
MoDougal for himself and his wife Nancy Bllen McDougal; of 
Stephen N. Adcock for himself and his minor child John Pinkney 
Adcock; of Clementine Fish for herself and her three minor 
children, Willie, Grover Cleveland amd Mamie Myrtle Fish; of 
Maggie Johnston for herself and her three minor children Mamie, 
Pearl, and Willie Johnston; of Stephen A. Fish for himself; 

of Maud Hull for hersel¥, of Elfjah A. Posey for himself and 
his ten minor children, Elbert. G. Seburn L., Mary A., Sarah 

V., Thomas A., Marion F., Walter L., Charles W., Josey E., 

and Leroy McQ Posey; of Yancy A. Posey for himself; of Nanoy 
I. Null for herself; of Rosezetie Cherry for herself and her 
four minor children, Arthur Lee, Roy, Maggie Isabelle, and 
Minnie Frances Cherry; and of Lula Reardon for herself and 

her two minor children, James and Charles Reardon, 


The applicants base their claims to the right to be 


identified as Mississippi Choctaw Indians on their descent 


from Jennie Ann (spelled different ways and sometimes given 


as Sarah Amm) Posey, nee Byde, Biddie, or Biddy; or from 





John Posey; or Sarsh Posey, nee Rainwater, i+ being 








alleged that said ancestors were Chootaw Indians, and that 
Jennie Ann Posey was a resident of Mississippi in the year 
1830. 

It does not appear from the evidence furnished by the 
record or the records of the Indian Office that any of said 
ancestors complied or attempted to comply with the provisions 
of article fourteen of the Choctaw treaty of 1830, or of the 
subsequent acts of Congress relating thereto. 

Reporting in the matter November 20, 1903, the Conmis- 
Sioner of Indian Affairs recommends that your degision be ap- 
proved, 


The Department concours in said recommendation and your 


decision rejecting the applicants is accordingly affirmed. 


A copy of the Commissioner's report is inclosed herewith. 


Respectfully, 


Thos. Ryanj 


1 inclosure. Acting Secretary. 








M.o.R. $618, 
‘ O PY, 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, December 11, 1905. 


Mansfield, Moliurray & Cornish, 


Attorneys for chootaw am Chickasaw Nations, 


South MoAlester, Indian Territory. 
Gentlemen; 

You are hereby notified that on the 50th day of Noven 
ber, 1903, the Secretary of the Interior affirmed the decision 
of this Commission refusing the applications for identification 
as Mississippi Choctaws of the several persona inoluded in the 
consolidated case of Henty N. Posey et al., of which decision 
you were advised by mail on the 15th day of April, 1903, 

Respectfully, 


Chatman. 








MsG RR, S61Aa, 
COPY: 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, Deosmber li, 1905, 


Henty W. Posey, 

Med, Oklahoma, 
Dear Sir: 

You axe hereby notified that on the 30th day of Novem 
ber, 1903, the Seoretary of the Interior affirmed the decision of 
thig Commission refusing the applications for identification as 
Miesissippi Chootaws of the several persone inoluded in the oon- 
solidated case of Henry N. Posey et al., Of which dagision you 
were advised by registered mail on the 15th day of April. 1805, 

Respectfully, 


Lams Bixby 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
COMMISSIONER TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES. 


NOTICE! 


Enrollment of Minor Children of 
Citizens of the Choctaw and 








Chickasaw Nations. 








By the Act of Congress Approved April 26, 1906 (H. R. 
5976), entitled ‘‘An Act to provide for the final disposition of the 
affairs of the Five Civilized Tribes In the Indian Territory, and 
for other purposes,” it was provided as follows: 


‘That for ninety days after the approval hereof applications shall be re- 
ceived for enrollment of children who were minors living March fourth, 
nineteen hundred and six whose parents have been enrolled as members 
of the Choctaw and Chickasaw * * * tribes, or have applications for en- 
rollment pending at the approval hereof, and for the purpose of enrollment 
under this section illegitimate children shall take the status of the mother, 
and allotments shall be made to children so enrolled.’’ 


Notice is hereby given that the Commissioner to the Five Civilized Tribes will, up to and in- 
clusive of midnight of Wednesday, July 25, 1906, receive applications for the enrollment of 
minor children who were living March 4, 1906, and whose parents have been enrolled as 
members of the Choctaw and Chickasaw tribes of Indians, or have applications for enrollment 
as citizens of the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations now pending. 

Such applications may be made personally at any time up to and inclusive of July 25, 
1906, at the general office of the Commissioner to the Five Civilized Tribes at Muskogee, In- 





dian Territory; also at the Choctaw Land Office at Atoka, Indian Lerrivory, end at tne Shick 
asaw Land Office at Ardmore, Indian Territory, from July 1, to July 25, 1906. 

Applications by mail should be addressed to the Commissioner to the Five Civilized Tribes, 
Muskogee, Indian Territory, and mailed in sufficient time to reach the office of the Commis- 
sioner at Muskogee, Indian Territory, not later than July 25, 1906. 

The Commissioner will maintain appointments at various towns in the Choctaw and 
Chickasaw Nations for the reception of applications for the enrollment of minor children as 

itizens of the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations, as follows: 





CHOCTAW NATION. 
HUGO, May 7th to 11th inclusive; 
BENNINGTON, May 14th to 18th inclusive; 
IDABEL, May 21st to 25 inclusive; 
ALIKOHI, May 28th to June 1st inclusive; 
SMITHVILLE, June 4th to 8th inclusive; 
TUSKAHOMA, June 12th to 16th inclusive; 
POTEAU, June 18th to 22nd inclusive: 
CADDO, June 18th to 22nd inclusive; 
SOUTH McALESTER, June 25th to 29th inclusive; 
KINTA, June 25th to 29th inclusive; 


CHIOKASAW NATION 
DUNCAN, May 7th to 11th inclusive; 
CHICKASHA, May 14th to 18th inclusive; 
PAULS VALLEY, May 21st to 25th inclusive; 
ADA, May 28th to June 1st inclusive; 
TISHOMINGO, June 4th to 8th inclusive; 
COLBERT, June 11th to 15th inclusive. 


All such applications must be made to the Commissioner to the Five Civilized Tribes and 
submitted upon the blanks provided for that purpose by this office. 

The rules of the Commissioner require that applications for the enrollment of minor child- 
ren be accompained by the affidavit of the mother and the attending physician or midwife at 
the birth of the child. In event that either of the affiants are unable to write, signatures by 
mark must be attested by two witnesses. Each affidavit must be executed before a notary pub- 
lic and the notarial seal of the officer must be attached to each separate affidavit. 

The reception of applications is limited to minor children of members of the Choctaw 
and Chickasaw tribes of Indians and to the minor children of persons who have applications 
pending for enrollment as citizens of the said nations on April 26, 1906, and does not include 
the children of Choctaw and Chickasaw freedmen. 


TAMS BIXBY, 








Commissioner to the Five Civilized Tribes. 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, April 26, 1906. 








For Identification as a Mississippi Choctaw. 


Dit MAY 20 °° 
Meine hae A (oer, 
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artuent of) the’ sti ter. ‘ 
Geundeaian te the Five Sigthieed yr tye 
Muskegee, pee a A 20, 31902, 


In the matter ef the application of garah E, Brower for the 
ident ification of herself and her five miner ehildren » Wiltien ¢., 
rabies Po, Waney A, , Samuel A. and Daisy &. Brower, as Mississippi . 

OC VAWE » 


L.P.Hudson, attorney for appliomt, 


Sarah E. Brower being duly sworn testified as follows: 


Examination by the Commission: 


/ 


what is your name? A garah &.. Brower. 

what is your age? A Thirty nine, 

what is your pest effice address? A Remulug, Oklahoma, 

How long have you lived in Oklahoma? A Just a Little over a 
year, 
Q. Where did you live before that? A Chickasay. 
Q Chickasaw Nation, Indian Territory? A Yes sir, 
Q How long did you live thers? A Off end on for the last. four 
years, ’ 
Q Where did you live before that? A. In the Gherekee. ; 
Q Hew pena did you live in the Indian Territory altogether? A Rver 
since ° 





Ph t 50 : car OB. 
Q You went from Arkansas where? A ¥o the Cherokee, 
8 your father living? A Yes sir. . 
ts your mother living? A yes sir, — 
What is your father's name? A W.C. Mitchell. 
What'is your mother's nam?) A “Wancy Mitchell, 
coca which parent do ye het @Ghectaw bioced? A My father, 
ow much de you claim? A A # ‘ ad aa 
& your father ever been reéogs in a@.&@ @hoctaw Indian or 
enrolled ag ine by either the Oho aribal authorities or the 
author ities of the United Saten in the Indian’ ferritory? A Wet that 
OWs ’ ne 


PAaLALL LO 





= Bs 


3 wever haw been enrolled at A134 A Xo sir. ‘ 

yes he ever made Ste eat ign Defore the Commiasion to be identiri- 
t.°% ® Mississippi ctaW, Or mate any kind of: application? A Yes 
wir, 
Q 
cs] 


When? A In 1896, 

What was done with hie Application at that time?Wis he rejeated 
er ocsereras A He wee rejected, ” 
Q Did he do anything mare ab it? & Me sir, 
Q Let it drop? A Yes sir. 


(By atterney) 
@ Did he apply to the Cour t ?-A Yes sir, 


By Gommission: ; 
Q. What Court did he apply te? A The Supreme Gourt I suppose. 
Where was that Court ledateds. A. At South McAlester, 
That was the District Gourt, wasn't it? A yt don't inow, 
What was done with his application befare that Gourt? Yas ne 
&® citizen, or wasn't he? A *So sir.) 
is not a citizen now then Ie he? A Ne gir. 
ve you proof of the marriage of your father and mother with 
ou mew? A No sir, I haven't, 
You can introduce that later ir given time, om you? A Yes sir, 


Reasonable time will be allowed if ¢he @vidence is preséited 
within thirty days. 


Are yOu married? A Yes sir. 
Is your husband living? A Yes sir, 
Whit man or Indian? A. White man, 
his mam? A Isaac Brower. 
make any claim for him? A No sir, 
Have ye ¢hildren under &ge and unmarried for whom you want to 
make spplisation? A’ I hey e five shildren, 
Q.What is the name of the Oldest? A William c, Brower, 
How olé is he? A Nineteen. . 
The next? A Effie P, | BRower. 
How old is Effie? A Four teen, 
The next? A watoy A. 
How old is yanoy?A Eleven years old, 
mie next? A Samuel WH, 
How old? A wight, 
xt? A painy 3B, 
ow old? A he is three years old. 
6 that all? A Yes sir, 





ou ol 8 sir, 





Is Isano brower the father of these ehildren?.A Yes sir, 

And you are the mother? A Yes sir, 

Are you and your husband living pbogether as husband end wife? 
Yes sir. 

And the ehildren are livimg with you? A Yes sir, 

Is your name on any of ba trib@ rolls of the @hoctaw Nation 
~~ Indian Territory? A Fo sir, 

a the nam of any of ‘your #hildren om any of those tribal rolis? 
© air, : 
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bi yore you ever made application fer citizenship in the @hectaw 
tion for yourself and ohildren to the Ghootaw tribal auther ities 
in the Indian Territory? A: Yes sir, Ri 

Q When did you make applisation to the @hoctaw tribal author ities-- 
—_ now to the Ohéct aw Nation? A I @id in 1896 to the Dawes Com 
mission. ~ s F Bors 

Q What was ¢ene with that application? A ft was rejected, 

Q Hid you take an appeal te the United states District Gourt after 
the adverse decision @f the Gommigsion in 18967 A I don't Ws 

g pid you make an spplication for yourself? A It was made by my 
ather, 

Q You didnet make a personal application yourself? A No sir, 

Q Well, his appeal was rejected, wasn't it, when he went to the 
United States District Gourth A Yes sir, 

Q hen did you come before the commission again, after that-- your- 
selt in person? A Two years ago. 

Q In 1000, was it? A I démst know, 

Q Well, two years ago was in 1900, A It was two yers ago last 
September, 

Q id you come before the Commission at Muskogee? A Wo, South 
Moalester, 

Q pid you make applioation at that time for enrollment as a Choctaw 
by bleed for yourself and ochildren? A yes sir, 

Q pe you know what became of that application made at that time? 

A Wo sir, 


The records of the Commission show that on May 19, 1902, the 
Commission rendered a decision adverse to this Claimant, Sarah 
Brower, that she made for herself and her minor children for enrell- 
ment as Chootaws by bloed, and that on said date her said case was 
forwerded to the Secretary of the Interior for fur ther action, ) 


Q »° you now come before the Commission to be identified as a Miss- 
fas tppi Ghectew claiming under artiele fourteen ef the treaty of 
1830? A ‘Yes sir, 

Q- You olaim under article fourteen, do you, of the treaty ef 1830? 
A Yes #@ir, 

Q po you understand that article? A Wo sir, 

Q You never have been enrolled, have you, with your children, or 
made @ member of the Ghoctaw tribe of Indians by either the @hocteaw 
tribal authorities, the Comission t the Pive Civilized Tribes or 
the United states Geurt in Indian Territory? A Wo sir, 


The treaty of 1830 was made between the United States Government 
and the Ghectaw Indians at a place in Misaiseippi called pancing 
Rah G A yhe Brith Gay of September, that years the ebject 
of he treaty was to remove as far as possible all the Ghoctaw Indians 
from the old @hoetaw gation te the Ghootaw Wation, Indian Territory. 
Before the treaty was signed it became imowm that a g90d many Choctaw 
Indians would nat go to the @hoo tay wation, Indian Territory, and in 
order to protest the interests of those Choctaws whe stayed: back 
there in the o1@ Ghectaw wation, article fourteen was put into the 
treaty; it wag then signed and afterwards on the 24th day of Feb- 
ruary, 1831, was ratified. rt reads as followa! "Rash Ghoctaw head of 
a famiiy be Gesitous tor emain and become a citizen of the States 
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shall be permitted to do so by signifying his intention to the agent 
within six mon from the ratification of this treaty and he or 

she shall therduponm be entitled te a reservation ef ene section ef 
six hundred and forty acres of land to be bounded by sectional lines 
of survey; in Like manner shall be entitled te one half that quanti- 
ty for exoh unmarried ehild.which is living with him ever ten yea's 
of age, and a quarter seetion te such child as may be under ten 
years of age, te adjoin the loostion of the parent. If they reside 
upon said lands intend to become citizens of the States for five 
yeers after the ratification of this treaty in that case a grant in 
fee simple shall issue, gaid reservation shall inelude the present 
improvement. of the head of the family or a portion of it, persons 
who claim under this artigle shall not lose the privilege of a 
Choctaw gitisen but if they. ever wemove are not to be entitled to 
any portion of the Ghootaw annuity.” 


Q pid any of your Ghectaw ancestors comply or attempt to comply 
in any way with the provisions of article fourteen of the treaty? 
A I don't know, "% 
Q what was the name ef your ancestor through whem you claim your 
right to be idert.ified as a Mississippi Choctaw? A’ Mitchell. 
Q hat was the full name? A I don't know. 
Q what relation was this Mitchell to you? A He was my great grand- 
father. 
Q How much Choctaw blood did he heave? A I don't know. 
Q pid he live in the old Ghootaw wation Fast of the Mississippi 
River in 18630, and was he head of a family there then? A I don't 
know, 
Q gan you give the name of any Choctaw ancestor of yours who lived 
in that old Choctaw Nation East of he Miss issippi River and who was 
head of ea family there in 1830? A No sir, 

You claim through your father? A Yes sir. 

How old is he now? A Seventy two. 

Wheres was he born¥ A In Mississippi- I dontt know. 

Was he born in Mississippi or Alabama, or where was he born? 
A TI dontt know, ' 
Q id you ever hear anybody say that he was born in-- A It seems to 
me Pine he was born in Mississippi. 
Q What makes you think so? A Well, I have heard him talk so much 
about coming from Mississippi; thatis all the way I know, 
Q Did he use to live in Miss ssippi? A Yes sir, 
Q If he was born in Mississippi, what would be the name of his 
parent. through whom he claimed his Ghoctew blood? A His mother, 
Q what would be her mame? A Dibber was my grandmother; my father's 
mother, 
Q whet was her @hristian name- first name- Given name? A Elvira. 
Q What was the name of the man she married? A Joel Mitonell, 
Q was he a white man? A I don't know, 





ow much Gnoetaw blood did Klvira Mitchel] have? A A quarter, 
Q Have you any reason to believes that Elvira Mitchell who married 
Joel Mitchell lived in Mississippi in 1880 and that your father 
UaSawatern ayy their son, was born there at that time? A I don't 

ow, 

Q@ pid any of your Chectaw ancestors own any improvements on land 
in Mississippi er Alabama in 1830? A I don know, 
Q Did any ef your Choctaw ancestors within six months after the 
ratification ef the treaty of 1830 go to the Mmited States Indian 
agent, Gol.,»ard, and tell him that they wanted to stay in Mississ- 
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ippi, take land there and become citizens of the States? A J don't 
know, 1 

Q pid any of your Ghoctaw ancestors go fran that old Ghoctaw nation 
Rast of the Mississippi River, to the Ghootaw wation, Indian Ter~ 
ritory, between 1853 to 1838 or 18407 A I don't ‘know, 

Q pid any of them own any land or olaim any in Mississippi, or 
Alabama in the old @hootaw wation under article fourteen of the 
treaty of 1830? A I don't know, 


In 1857 by an act approved Mareh 3, that year, and also in 1842 
by an act appr oved August 23, 1842 fOongress appointed Commissions 
which went to Hississippi and heard claimants under article fourteen 
of the treaty of 1830: these Commiasione were appointed to hear 
Chectaw Indian claimants who said that they had gone to the United 
States Indian agent, GCol.ward, within six months after the ratifioa- 
tion of the treaty of 1850 and told him that they wanted to stay. dn 
Mississippi, take land there and become citizens of the States as 
required under the provisions of article fourteen of the treaty of 
1850, but that he had failed to put their names upon his list known 
as Ward's negister; and his failure to do so caused the Geovernmant 
to take their land from them and sold it at Public yand gale 


Q Do you know whether any of your Choctaw ancestors went before 
either the Commission of 1837 or 1642 and claimed any benefits 
under that article of that treaty? A I don't know. 

Q Did you ever hear that any of your Ghoctaw aneestors received any 
scrip from the Government which entitled them to select land in 
Mississippi, Alabama, Arkansas or Louisiana to take the place of 

the land which they had formarly held in the old Gheotaw Wation and 
Which had been taken from them and sold? A I don't know, 

Q 18 there anything more you want to say adout your elaim? A Wo sir 
Q Fave you any evidence you want to present now in support of your 
Glaini? tHere L.P,. Hudson, att'y for applicant, asks for thirty days 
time in which to file written evidenge; motion is granted, ) 


Q DO you speak the Chootaw language? A Wo sir, 

(This applicant has the appearance and physical characteristics of 
being descended from white parentage; black hair, black ¢ ®, mediun 
dark complexion. she has no lmowledge of the chootaw 1 and 
no knowledge of the compliance on the part of her ancestors with any 
of the provisions of article fourteen of the treaty of 1630. 


Henry G. Heins being sworn on his oath states that : 





‘@F to the Commission to the Five Civilized gribes he reported in 
the proceedings had in the above entitled cause on May, 20, 1902, and 
that this is a full, true and correct transcript of his stenographie 
notes in said gause on said date, of q of : 

enn D 7 


Subscribed and sworn te before me this 24 day of hay, 1902, 


Ctrortes HE. awry» 


Wotary Public, 





COPY. M.CeR, 5619 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, July 14, 1904, 


Sarah E, Brower, 

Romulus, Oklahoma Territory, 
Dear Madam; 

You are heréby notified that the Commission to the Five 
Civilized Tribes, on July 14, 1904, rendered its decision refusing 
the applications for identification as Mississippi Choctaws of the 
several persons inoluded in the consolidated case of Robert H. 
Mitchell et al., inoluding you and your children, William C,Brower, 
Effie P. Brower, Nancy A. Brower, Samuel H. Brower and Daisy &,. 
Brower. 


You are further notified that you will be allowed fif- 


teen days from the date hereof within which to filé arguments in 


this office, and that at the expiration of said time the papers 
in the case, together with such arguments as may be filed, will 
be forwarded to the Secretary of the Interior through the Commis- 
sioner of Indian Affairs. 


Respectfully, 


(SIGNED) 





Registered, 








REFER IN REPLY TO THE FOLLOWING 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR. 











Ms@sRe-6619..| COMMISSIONER TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES. 














Muskogee, Indian Territory, May 2, 1906. 


Sarah E. Brower, 

Romulus, Oklahoma. 

Dear Madam: . 

You are hereby notified that the Secretary of the Interior 
on April 25, 1906, affirmed the decision of the Commission to the 
Five Civilized Tribes of July 14, 1904, refusing the applications 
of the several persons in the consolidated Mississippi Choctaw case 
of Robert H. Mitchell, et al., of which the application for the 
identification of yourself and minor children is a par 


Respectfully, 


Commissioner. 
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Department of the Interior, - 
Comissuion to the Five Givyilised gribes, 
Muskogee, I,7. May 20, 1902, 


In the matter of the application of Ile Reardon forthe ‘iden« 
tification of herself and her two minor children, James’ and Charles 
Reardon, 28 Mississippi Ghoatews, 


LP, Hudson, attorney: for applicant: 
Lula Reardon being dubymsworn testified as follows: 
Examination by the commission: 


Q What is your name? A Lula  ,eardon, 
Q what ia your age? A fwerty one, 
Q What is yeur post office address? A Weil, Iam just from San 
Antonia heres. don?t know where T will stop; I guess I will stop 
at waud , Oklahoma, , 
Q if there is any ohange in your post office aidPees you must let 
the gormission know where you will be loosated? .A4 ‘yes sir, 
Q Where were you: born? A Arkanses, 
Q How long did ‘you liw in Avkanseas? A T think T was about three 
years Old when I went to Texas. 
Vhere in Texas? A Near waco, 
How long di@ you Live there? A I can't ro | I don't remember, 
How pe di@ you live in Texes? A I ganit tell, 
You left Texas and eame where? A Baok to drkansee and from Ars 
ungas here, Agi 
And then you went to San Antonio? A Yes sir, 


CLLD 





Lived there w 





& 4 now you are ow your way te aud, Oklahoma? A Yes sir, 
Te your father livine? A Yes sir, 
‘& your mother living? A Ne sir. 
het is your father's nam? A sam Upten. 
t) Was your mother's name? A Morning J, Posey. 
~O-r=n-i-n-¢ 7? A I suppens. Fe 
Well, that was her maiden nom, wasn't 14? A*yen sir, 
An@ she married / 7A Tes siz, : 
DO yeu. claim i your Ta or mether? A Mother. 
, vee 


How mush Ghostay bived 9: you diate? A A séxteonth, 
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Q Has your mother ever beenrecognzed in any way or enrolled as a 
member of the Chootaw trdbe of Indians by either the Choctaw tribal 
author ities or the authorities of the United states in the Indian 
Territory? A Wot that Y know of; no sir. 

Q@ Are you married? A yes sir. 

Q What is your husbandts name? A William Reardon it was; I have no 
husband now, 

Is he living? A No sir; he is dead, 

When did he die? A Two weeks ago teday. 

Give me the mame of your oldest child? A James peardon. 

How old is James? A He was five years old the 22nd March. 

What is the name of the next child? A Charles. 

How oldjis Charlies? A Three years old, 

What ip the name of the next child? A I have no more, 

Is your husband William the father of these children? A ves sir, 
You olaim for yourself and chfIdren, do vou? A ves sir, 

Is your name on any of the tribal rolls cf the Choctaw yotion in 
the Indian Territery? A No sir, 

Q yave you ever made application for citizenship in the Ghootaw Nae 
tion to the Choctew tribal authorities in the Indian Territory? 

A Na sir. 

g ve you ever made application for citizenship in the & oct aw 
Nation to the Gommission to the Five Civilized Tribes under the aot 
of Congress of June 10, 1896? A No sir. 

Q his the firvst application cf any kind you have ever made? 
A es sir. 

@ You never have been snrolled, have you, a8 @ citinen of that 
Nation with your ehildren by any authority? A No sir. 

Q DO you now come before the Gommission to identify yoursel? and 
these children as Mississippi Ohoctew elaining under artiole four- 
teen of the treaty of 16307 A Yes sir, 

Q Do you understand that articla of thet treaty? A No Bir, I don't 
thoroughly, \ 


CHL LOHHLOOLO 


The treaty of 1830 was made between the United % ates Government 
and the Choctaw tribe of Indians who lived at that time in the old 
Ghoot aw wation, Hast of the Mississippi River, at a place in Miss- 
idesippi galled pancing nabbit Creek on the 27th day of Septenber 
1830, The object of the treaty was to remove ali the Chootey Indians 
who lived in that old Choctsw Nation to the Gheotaw wation, Indian 
Territory, Before the treaty wassigned it became known that 6 or 
7000 @hect aw Indiuns would absolutely refuse to go te the ghoct aw 
Nation Indian Territory, and in order to protect their rights and 
interests article fourteen was put into the treaty ¢ B30 





¢ 

Was then signed andafterwards ratififed on the 24th day of February 
1831; article fourteen reads as follows: "Baoh Ghocte.w head of a 
family being desirous to remain and begome a citizen of the States 
shall be permitted to do so by signifying his intention to the agent 
within six months from the ratification of this treaty and he or she 
shall thereupon be entitled to « reavrvati en of one section of six 
hundred and fort y acres of land to be bounded by sectional linos 

of surveys; in like manner shall be entitled @ one half that ouanti-~ 





on 


tu for each unmarrijed child which is living with him eyer ten years 
ef age, and a quarter weotion to such child as may be under ten 
years of age, te adjin thé location of the parent. If they reside 
upon said lands intending to become eftisens.ef the States fer five 
years after the ratification of, this treaty in that ease a grant in 
fee simple shall issue, gaid r@seryation shall include the present 
improvement of the head ef the family or a portion of 1t. Persons 
whe claim under this article phall not lose the privilege of a @hoo- 
taw gitizen but if they ever{romote are not to be entitled to any 
portion of the Choctaw snauity ." 


Q. Do you keow 4f any of your Choctaw ancestors complied with any 

of the provinions of that .article or not? A No sir, I don't; I 
was taken from my father's when’ I was gmall my mother died and 1 
Lived with my step mothers this’ 4s the first time I have seen my 
unele- for quite 2. while, 

Q what is the name of your ancestor thréuzh whom you claim your 
right to be idenified as a Wississippi Ghectaw? A I. don 8t know, 

& Gam you give the name of ariy old @hodtaw ancastor who lived) in 
the old Ghootaw yation in Missigsippi or Alabama- who Lived there du 


41830? and was the head of a family there then? A ¥o pir; I cantt 


say. 
Q@ You have been separated from your e people, haven't you? A Yes sfr, 


® Amd you dontt remember or haven’ een taught this family history? 
A Wo sir, 

® Then you don't know enything about any Choctaw Indian ancestor 
who might have live@ in that old Choctaw yation, do youf A No sir, 
Q How far baok can you go in the Hnowledee of tne Choctaw ancestry 
of your king peepi#? A As fer ag my mother, 

© How old was e when she died? A TI een't say; I dontt know, 

Q Where is your father living now? A Denison, Texas, 

Q Where was your mother born? A In Yiesissippi. 

Q DO you knew how old she would be if living now? A I oantt say; 
she died when Y was three, 

Q Pad sny of your Oheetaw ancéstors own any improvements on land 

in Wissiseippi er Alabawa in 18309 A NOt. that I know of, 

Q Did you eve hear that any of your Choctaw ancestors within: six 
months from the ratifieation jof the treaty of 1830 went to the 
United Statet Indian agent, GOl.Ward, and told him that they wanted 
to stay in Miesissippi, také\land there and beoome citizens of the 
States? A. No sir, ; 

Q Did anyief your Choot awfancestors go from that old Ghoct aw Vation 
Bast of the Wiseissippi River to the Sheotaw Nation, Indian Terri- 
tory with the other Indians between 1833 to 1838? A. Net that J know 


of, 





, Did any oF your Ghootaw Anoestors own or claim any land in Miss- 
issippi or Alabam under article fourteen of the treaty of 18350? 
A Wot that I know of, 


The Irdiens who stayed in the old @hoctaw Hetion in Missiseipp4 
and Alahbaia after the treaty of 1880 was ratified were required ir 
ose 4 wanted to take advant ef article fourteen of that yee, Ah 
ge oO te United States Indian agent, Col. ard thin six mon Weis 

om the ratifiontion of the treaty and tell htm that they wanted to 


i 





stay in Mississippi, take land there and become citizens of the 
States. A gre many Ghooteaw Indians did this whose names Col, Ward 
neglected te put upon Kis List known as Ward's egister; his negiect 
to do this caused many Indians who had land in wiasippi upen 
which they had improvements to lose both lands and improvements; 

they were taken from them by the Government and seld at Public Land 
Sale, This caused so mahy complaints among the Indians that in. 1637 
by am act, appreved March 3, that year, 2 Opmmission was appointed ; 
which went to Mississippi ard heard claimants under article fourteen 
of the treaty of 1650: in 1842 another Commission was appointed vISm, 
Congress under act approved August 23, 1642, and this Commission 

wernt to Missiesiprd. and heard olaimants under that article of that 

. treaty, 


Q. Did sry of your Ghootew ancestors go before eitherof these two 
Gomiissions and claim benefits under, that article? A No sir, 

Q Did any of your Choctaw ancestors receive any scrip fren the 
Government which gave them the right to select land in: Miseiesippi ‘ 
Alabama, Arkatisas or Leuimiana, in place of, the land-whith the Gor- . 
@rument had taken from them and sola at Public Land sake x Wot ie 
that I know of, foo Fe isd 
Q po you speak the Ghoetaw lanzuece? A No sir, 

Q Or understand 4t7 A Wo sir. 

Q ave you any evidence you want to introduce now? A 


(Here 5..P.HUdson, attorney asks for thirty days in which te 
file written evidence.) Granted, 


Q What reletion is Oliver K, Posey to you? A Uncle, 

Q bo you went his case to be considered with yours, as part of your 
ewn @pplication end your case also to be considered with other 
applicants claiming threugh the same common ancestor? A Yee sir. 


The case of Oliver K, Posey, 5271, is here referred to for the 
purpose of consolidation of the cases under that head, 


This applicant has the appearance and physical characteristica of 
being descended frou white parentage; olive complexion, gray eyes and 
brown hair, she does mot speak or understand the Choctaw language 
and has no knowledge ef the compliance on the part of her ancestors 
with any of the provisions of article fourteen of the treaty of 1830. 





Henty ¢. Haine beitig sworn on his cath states that as atenogrepher 
to the Commission to the Five Civilized gribes he reported in full 
the proveedings had in the above entitled cause on May 20, 1902, and 
thet this is e full, true and correct transcript of his stenographie 
notes in seme, : Q, ee on 


Stbscribed and sworn to before me this 2] day of mas hend ac 


CPieikbecs fle heey fae & 





MsGoR, 5690 
GOPY, 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, Avril 15, 1963, 


buia Redon, 
| WAUA, Oklahoma Territory, 
Dear Kadeni 
You are hereby atvised that on the 16th day of April, 
the Commission to the FLMG Clviliged tefbes rendered a de 
Slston inthe Consolidated onse or Henry Rn, Posey, et al,, enbrag~ 
ing the 


Henry Ny Posey 

Sarah Mathia, et al, 

Lissie Harger, et Als 

Warner W, Mathie 

Andrew Mathis 

Balite Nichols, et al, 

Olivey K Posey, et al, 

Sarah Etta Moore, at al, 
» e al, 

Staan Bitie MeKiniey, ot al, 

William Cy Posey 

Mattie ly Catena, at al, 

Pore ol bn 

Mewy Douga, * al, 

Magetle Kuykendol, ot al, 

Alva KeDougal 

mgr Hy se de al, 
On Ny Adéoo et.al 

Septet ks Fieke ot aly 

Magrle Johnston, at al, 

Stephen A, Fish 





Meud Hul2” 





» ot al, 





Yaney. A, Posey 
Wency Ig Mull 
Rosesetie Cherry, ot al, 
Lula Reardon, et al, 





"ala Reardon, —2 


These ayplicationn were made under the vrovision of the 
aot of Congrerr of June 28, 1898 (30 Stats., 495), which is as 


follows: 


"Said Commission ahall have authority to determine the 
identity of Choctaw Indians claiming rignts in the choctaw 
lands under article fourteen of the treaty between the United 
States ami the Choctaw Nation, concluded September twenty 
seventh, eighteen hundred and thirty, and to that end may 
administer onthe, examine witnesses and perform all other 
acts necessary thereto, and make raport to the Seoretary of 
the Interior,* 


Said decision concludes as followst 


"It is therefore the opinion of this Comission that 
the evidence herein is insufficient to determine the tdentity of 
Henry ", Posey, Sarah Mathina, Yalter Glenn Mathis, Lizzie # Ors 
Lawrence Harger, Clarence Harger, Darven Harger, Warner Ww, Mathis 
Andrew Mathis, Sallie Wichole, Lorena Nichols, Oliver K, Posey, 
Oliver K, Posey, Jre, Isaiah 7, Posey, Fulah EF, Poney, Gracey M, 
Posey, Dovey Me. Poseyy Henry HK. Possy, Slarence Posey, Claudie 
Ponsy, Sarah Etta Moors, Laura V, Moore, Ollie Franklin Mooro, 
Elvin Winslow Moore, wary V, Dear, Minnie Lenora Dear, Wiliiam 
Leonard Dear, Zulah Dear, Andrew Wesley Dear, Josie Dear, Susan 
Ettie NeKinley, Homer H, McKinley, William ¢. Posey, Mattie Typ 
Oates, Mansel Cates, Penola V, Cates, Mary MeDougal, Frank F, 
MoDougal, Magnus MoDougal, Marcie Kuykendol, Tyre Kuykendol, 
Willie May Kuykendol, Jesrie Kuykendol, Alva N@Dougal, Homer Ty 
MeDougal, Nancy Filen MoDougal, Stephen N, Adcock, John Pinkney 
Adsook, Glementine Fish, Willie Fish, Grover Cleveland Fish, 
Mamie Myrtle Fish, Maggie Johnston, Mamie Johnston, Pearl Johnston, 
Wilile Johnston, Stephen A, Fishy Maud Ill, Diijah A, Posey, 
Filbert G,. Posey, Seburn L Posey, Mary A, Porey, Sarah V, Posey, 
Thomas A, Posey, Marion FP, Posey, Walter Le Poney, Charles ¥v, 
Posey, Josey I. Posey, Leroy MOQ Posey, Yanoy A, Posey, Nancy I, 
Null, Rosegetie cherry, ‘rthur Lee cherry, Roy Sherry, Mageie 

aabeli« ere ‘tnnie OOF ary naTA ardon, Jameén 


rat out 7 : wf ef) a . U 
Reardon and Charles Reardon as Choctaw Indians entitled to richts 
in the Chootaw innds unter the provisiona of said article fourteen 
of the treaty of eighteen hundred and thirty, and that the apriica- 
tions for their identification as such should be refuned, and it 
is so ordered,” 





sy Tee tare eth ek Bdvloed that you witd be dldewss ethtoes 

dere from the date: honest within Which to file-arrunents th thin. 
offiew, and that at the expiration or paid time the: pavers int the 
ing, DORM Aogether with’ eudh epeumenty Wil be Torwarddd te: the Sede : 


sect of: $né Interiay. roneh. tne dori eetoner of Titian’ deraien, 
' Respestfutiy, : 


(2 3BIGN EB) 


Registered, 
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REFER IN REPLY TO THE FOLLOWING | 


COMMISSION ERS: 
Tams BIxBy, 


THOMAS B. NEEDLES, DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
C. R. BRECKINRIDGE, 
W. E. STANLEY 


| 
| 


COMMISSION TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES. | 


Me Go Ry BORO. | 
ALLIBON L. AYLESWORTH, J 
SECRETARY 


TO THE FIVE 


“ymskogee, Indian Territory, December 11, 1908. 


Imla Reardon, 
Maud, Oklahoma. 
Dear Madam: 

You are hereby notified that on the 30th day of Novem 
ber, 1903, the Seoretary of the Interior affirmed the decision 
of this Commission refusing the applications for identification 
as Mississippi Chocteaws of the several persons included in the 
consolidated case of Henry NH. Posey et al., of which decision 
you were advised by registered mail on the 15th day of April, 
1903. 


Regpectfully, 








No 
For Identification as a Mississippi Choctaw, | 


Date Ba 20 1802 
Name Le Le LEE t oor 
Age RIK Blow Te 
Post-Office, TU ae ol, pou Zee. 
Father: LAV Upler ae 
Mother hovmng | a ¥, re & 


Claims through is. spe ae 


eee Sn a 
“to Mhiann Rankin a» 


Children 


g mes a RM) 
harks ” 


76 &. Ea i Leen hn nee Ae 
rs age 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
COMMISSION TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES. 


FILED 


JAN 35 Os oy 
iyi, | 


Vip 








icn's 
1 for 
C 


pense L ie 


Penalty for private use, $300. 


‘Tississippi 


Lula Reardon, 


AAN il, a 41414 { 


Maud, Oklahoma. 








Choctaw MCR 5G2 | 
Emily i, Ceca hem 


See MCR 5622 
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“mDARMW? or ym Deranz6n, 
CCMMEARTON 30 Tu FINE GIVILigM raEmG, 


List of papers forwarded to the Secretary of the Interior 


comprising the record in the case of Kmily J. Gr redam,, et .al. 





pecs ¢ the a Dares, faomdenten Yer dentif loatton” ke 
serene geen Er te 
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aS os the Inter ton mh 
wee, ai 20, 1902. : 


Ta. the want tar of the application ‘of maity: 7. Graham for. the 
tae iomtion of neraelfiend her five minor Shildren,.  Wiilie, MW. , .. 
pbb ipcnd ivy Sarah Amn, the sand. Warton Graham, as Missiesipps . 

98 Me , ; RAS is ; : 


L.P.E, deo,’ attorney for appligant, 
Ewily J. Graham being sworn testified as follows: 


Bxamination by the Comission: 


What is yow name? A \Hmily J, UvRham, 
what is your age? A .thiry Seven, . 
what ig your post office address? A VYists Oklahoma. 

How long Haye you lived there? A mhree years. 

How long ave you lived 4n Oklehoria altogether? A Four years, 
Where did you live before that? A Been moving afaund, 

Where weré you bern? A In Jilinois, 

How Long did. you live di Illinois? 4 I lived there about four, 
‘And yor Went where? A. To Kansas, 

Mid Toom Kansas where? A Down to Arkansas. 
, Then where? A Back to Kansas, 

And just @rifting around? A Yes sir, 
Didiyou ever dive in Texas? A. Yep sir. 





Me here you laved 412° tye ras or-yf Sir, 
bie has been the Secupation of your husband when you moved about? 
A armer, ) 
Well, has he been farming-- A Wo air, 
Has he been farming-- A. Ho Sir; be is a kind of a mbver, 
is your father Living? A Ho sir, 
is your mother living? A Yes sir. 
Whet was your father*# fame? A William Hogan, 
What is your mother's eaue? A Her name now is Middleten} sarah 
Ann Midéleton, ay 
Q Bo you oleim tine ugh your father or mother? A Mether, 


” 
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Q How muoh Choctaw bleed do you claim? A My mother was a half, 
Q@ You oclain a quarter, do you? A Yes sir, 
Q Fas your mother ever been resognized in any Way or enrolled as a 
meriber of the Choctaw tribe of Indians by either the Ghectew tribal 
authorities or the suthorities of the United States in the Indian 
Territory? A Not that 2 know of, 4 
Q Are you married? A Yes sir, 
Ie your husband Aiving? A Yes sir, 
what is your husband's name? A Elihu Graham, 
He is living? A Yes sir. 
Is he Choctaw Indtak or white ran? A White man, 
You donet make any'elaim for him, «hen? A Wo sir; he is an 
Trishman, aye 
How many children havo you? A Piva, 
Under age and ummarried? A Yes; I have one married; 
Give me the five, A Willie M, Graham, 
Boy? A Yes sir, 
How 01d? 4 Te de twelve years old, 
Next? A Chestner I... Gralan, 
Is thet a boy? A. Yes sir, 
Fow old ta he? A Bight, 
Next? A Sarah Ann graham 
How oid? A Seven, 
Noxt? A Thomas pranam, Ne is five years cold, 
Fho next one? A Marion a boy; thrse months, 
You claim fer yourself end thse Ohildren, do you? A Yes sir. 
Ts Blibu Grehem the father of these enildren? A Yes bir, 
Are you and your husband liring together and these children 
all living with you at your home? A Yer ‘sir, 
Q Were either of you married before you marrted each other? A 
Q pid your first husband diz? A Yes cfr, 
Q You have no children, then, exeert by this husband? 4A TI had one 
but it is over age, \ 
Q what is the nano of that child? A Delile J, Coyle, 
Q Were does she live? A Bhe liver in Pott County, Atkansas 
ghe has been before the Gemmission, hae she? A No sir, 
what is her post office address? A J dontt remember. 
Is your name on any of the trihel rolls af the @hootaw Nation 
in the Indisn Tarritory? A T don't know oir; my grandfath er-- 
) Reve you svar been enrolled? 4 No sir, I havenét, 
Q Have you ever made application for oitizenship in the Ghoctew 
Nation to the Ghostaw tribal authorities in the Indian Terr vory for 
yourself and children? A Wo sir, 
Q phis 48 your first application, is it befors any autho: ity whetews 
either the Choctaw tribal authorities or the authoritfes oi the United 
States? A Yes sir, 
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Q You never ware before the Oommission in '96? A No sir, 

Q And you haven§t been since? A No air, 

Q And you never have been enrolled with your ehildren as citizons 

of the Choctsw yation by aither thea Ghactas tribal authorities, the 
COoumission to tha Phyo Civilized Tribes or the United Staces Gourt in 
Indian Territory? A Bo sir, 

Q YOu now want te de identified with your ohildren asa Mississippi 
Ghootews, do youf A Yes sir, 

@ wo you claim under article fourteen of the treaty of 18307 A Yes 
sir, 





Q w® you understand thet article? A No sir, 
Q whe article reads as followst "Rach Ghoctaw head of a family bsing 
desirous to remain and become a citizen of the States shall be per~ 
mitted to de so by signifying his intention to the arent within six 
months from the ratifieation of this treaty and he or she shall 
thereupon be entitled to 2 reservation of one seotion of six hundred 
and forty acres of land to be bounded by sectional lines of survey; 
in: like manner shall be entitled to one half that quantity for each 
Ummarried child which is living with him over ten years of ave and a 
Quarter seetion to such child as may be under ten yeors of age, to 
adjoin the losation of the parent, If they reside upon said lands 
vending to beaome oitisens of the States for five years after the 
ratification of this treaty, in thet case a grant in fee sitnple shall 
issue. Said reservation shall inelude the present improvement of the 
head of the faatly or a portion of 4t, Persons who claim under this 
artigie shall not Lowe the privilege of w Ghootay eitizen but {f they 
SvseT remove are not tO bs antitled to any sértion of the Choct ai 
annuity, * 


Theat is article fourteen of the treaty of 1640) and was put int: 
that treaty for the aspsoial protection and presaryaticn of the 
richts of Chectaw Indians who remeined in tt» old Choctsow Nation 
in His@saippi or Alahbane after the treaty of 1830 was ratified and 
after the Indians had come West to the Chogtew Yation, Indian Tare 
ritory under the provisions of the treaty dr general, Thot treaty 
Wes made between the United & s.tes Goverrment and the Ghoetey T 

at a place called Dancine Rabbit Creck in Migsissinns on the 


day of September, thet year, 1830, 


NO you know if ny of your Choctaw onesetors eompliedor attemnted 
comply with the provistone of erttele fourteen of that traaty? 
No vir, 
You understand it weil encugh tc cleim under it now? i Yes edr, 
pia any of your @hoetaw ancertorsr comply or attempt to comply 
with any of tre provistonge of thet ertiota of “hat treaty? A Yt 
dontt know, 
Q What in che nome of yeur encentor: thst rou are clatring through 
now? A Whittdiker. 
Q what is the given name? A william, 
Q what relation to you? A Grandfather, 
Q Did he live in Wirsissinpi or Alabama at any time? A. 7 donts 
know, 
pi? A TIT dontt mew, 





Q Did he live in Mississ 
Q Yentt know whoetter he 
therg then? 4 Wo sir, 
Q Hw much Choctaw bloed did he heve® Ah My movhsr was a helt, 
VRat relation was Willian whittiker +o her? \ yer father, 
Your mother hsentt been before the go miupton? 4 No gir, 
Now, don’t you know anything further shout William Whitt dicer-- 
Where he lived and whare ke was rornt A Wo sir, 
Q Or when and where he died? A Yes, down here in the Choctaw ra- 
tion, 


4 
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lived thers 7 1830 and -vas head of a family 
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Q Where 41d he com from? A yrom Arkansas to the Choctaw Wation. 
Q vhat Sate did he leave when he went to Arkansas? A Tllinois, 
Q Where 414 ke live hefore he went td Arkansas? A Tillinois, 

Q Where did he Live before he went to Tdiinois? A I don't know sir 
Can you give the name of. any: Qioctay ancestor of yours who lived 
in Mississippi or Ahabama- in. that o@4 @hectaw wation? A We have some 

folkd-~ fy don't know anythtng about that, 

Q pid eny of your Choetaw ancestors ow any improvements on land in 
Mississippi or Alabama in the 614 Choe the Mation in 1830? A TI don'*t 
know, 

Q pid any of your Choctaw ancestors Within six ‘tonths from the 
ratit loat ion of the treaty of 1830 go to the United States Indian 
agent, Gol.,"ard and tell him that they wanted to stay in Mississ- 
ippt, take land there and wecome, aitizens df the States? A No sir. 
Q nid any of your Choctaw ance tors own any land or claim any in 
Wisstesippi or Alabama in the dld Chomtaw Netion under article 
fourteen of the treaty of 18307 A’ T donit know: 

Q Dia any of them go from the ola Ghootaw Nation to the Choctaw 
Mation, Indian Territory with the other Indians between 1633 to 1838? 
A I dontt know sir, 


In 1837 ag well an 1842 Commissions were sppointed by Congress 
under verious acts to heer Choctaw Inéien Claimants who claimed 
under artigle fourtéen of the treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek, Trese 
Commissions were appointed because Gol.Ward, the United States 
Indian agent refused to hear all the applications of all the Choctaw 
Indjans who cane before hin to his offica® within six months from the 
ratification of the treaty of 1830 for the purpose of registering 
under the provisions of article fourteen of the treaty of 1830, Bis 
neglect to put their names upon a list known as Yard's negister 
causad many Indians who had land in the old @hoctaw gation to lose 
both t heir lands and impravometits, they were both sold by the 
Goverrment at Publio EZand gale, 


\ 


9 DO you mow ifr any of your Ghoctaw ancestors went before either 

of these two Commissions and Slaimed any benefitea as Choctaw Indians 
under article fourteen of that treaty? A T don't know, 

Q Did any of your @hoctaw ancestors recvive eny sorip from the 
Government of the Tiled Sictes which entitled them to select land in 
Mississippi/ Alabam, Arkansas or Louisiana, te take the place of the 
land whichthey had formerly had in the old Ghoetaw Ratdon. and which 
the Government had teken from them and sold? A Wo sir, 

Q This scrip wes issued under an ect of G@ongress approved August 

25, 1842, vave you any ralatives no: Who are applicants for identifi- 
cetion se Vinsissippi @hoctaws before the Commission? Any of your 





people beer here before? A Wo sit, none that I know, 
RHO sak tr bctaw language? A No sir, 


Q eve JOU any relatives here today? A Wo Bir, only a daughter, 
Q Whet is her name? & Delila J, Coyle, 
® Can you count in} Choctaw? A Wo gir, 


This applicant nag, the appearance and phyaical charvcteristias of 
being descended from white parentage; dark complexion, black eyes, 


} 





hair thick and hee¥y but quite ora formerly blaek, She does net 
understand the @fgetay language no kmowlodce of the’ o0rmli- 
anoe on the part of her anosstors with any of the provisions of are 
ticle fourteen df the treaty ef 1850, 


Henry G, Hains being swern.en his oath states thet as stenographer 
to the Commission to the Five Civilized wriben he reported in full 
the proceedings had ih the above entitled cause on May 20, 1902, 
and that this ie.a foil, true end.oorreéttranseript of his et no- 
Rraphio. notes in gait ease on snid- date, 


ge oes Ns Vets 


Subsortved arid sworn to beférs m tris 9) doy of May, 1002. 
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Fotary Pobilo, 








DRPARTMENT OF THN INTERIOR, 
COMMISSION TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES, 


In the matter of the application of Anily J, Graham, et a1,, 
fer identification as Miusinsippi Cheeters, consolidating the ap~ 


piieations of% 


Bnily Je Graken, 
peilta $, Upton, oe misnercsne Same 


-~—P BOIS I 0 Be 


Xt appears from the recora herein that applications fer 
tdontifieation as Missie¢tppi Cheetaws were made te this Comiesien 
by Mnily 3. Graham for heree2zf and her five miner ehildren, Whilie 
My, Chestner toy ferah Ann, Thomas and Marien Graham, and by Delia 
J. Upton for herself and her minor ohidd, Foustte Upton, under the 
feliowing previston of the act of Congrese approved June 25, 1598 
paenerey 


tne Betis bation cess a 


thirty, and + tan ond athe 
° end may 
Say aks orm all ether aete 








necessary thereto, and make repo Seoretary of the 
THterier »* ; 


It alae appeafa that ali ef endid applicants olain rights 
in the Cheetaw lands under ertiele fourteen of the treaty between 


€hd United States and the Cheetew Nation, concluded September twenty 





ite 
Onventh, Cightecn umaret and thirty, ty renee of being descendants 
of oan WAlidon Whdttdner whe fe wdinged te have been peseceued of 
CThoetew baaet (dheree therent net states), 

TS further appeare from the evigenes mimutted in support 
of Gaid applientions and tram the resords in the peaseeston of the 
Comntoniem, that nowe cf said applicants has ever been enrolled ty 
he Chedtew tribal euthertties as a maker of the Ghietan tribe, or 
Aduitteh to Cheetaw bitinenahiy ty a Qiky constituted court ef com 
mitteo of the Chentaw Bition, or by the Goamiasion to the Five 
Civilined Trines, or by @ deerce ef the United States Court in 
indian Territory under the provisions 6f the act of Congress, ap- 
proved Jue 10, 1896 (20 State,, 322.) 

Tt does net appear from the testimony and evidence offered 
in suppert ef said applications or from the reserés in the powskentél 
ef the Comission relating te persens whe complied or attempted te 
sompiy with the previstons of eaid article fourteen of the treaty of 
Sighteen hunéred and thirty, ami te persons whe heretefere were 
Gisinents thereunder, that the said Willien Whittixer or ancestors 
lous remote, signified (in person or vy prexy) to Colonel Yn. Ward, 
Indian Agent, Ghogtaw Agenay, an intention to comply with the pro- 
vitlons of said artiele fourteen or presented @ olaim to rights there - 
waler to oither ef the Gemetesions autherized te adjudicate sugh 
@lains by the acts of Congress approved March 3, 1837 (5 State.,180) 
and Auguat 25, 1848 (5 Stats,, 513.) 





it ie therefore the opinion ef this Comission that the 
@ridence herein ie tnowtfisiont to deternine the idmtity of Matdy 
7, Gratem, Wilite M, Grate, Chestner 1. Grate, Sarah Ann Grain, 
Thomas Graham, Marton Graham, Delile J, Upton and tépette Upton as 
Gheetew Indiana entitled te rights in the Gheetew Lanite under the 
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(SIGNED), 





be EF 


Oe Breckinrtga, 


5, 





Magkogec, Inéhen Territory, 
OCT 27° 1902 
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M,C,R.8621 


Muskegee, Indian Territory, October 27, 1902, 


Mansfield, MoMurray & Cornish, 
Attorneys for the Gheetew and Chickasaw Nations, 
South MoAlester, Indian Territory, 


Gentlemen: 


You are hereby advised that on the 87th @ay. of October, 
1902, the Commission to the Pive Civilized fribes rendered @ deoi- 


gion in the consolidated case of Rmily J. Graham, et al.,embracing 
the following appliieations for identification as Wississippi Choe- 


tawa: 


Emily J,Grahan, et al,,¥.C.R,5621; 
- Delile J,Upton, et al. »M.0,.R, 8622, 


These applications were made under the prevision of the act of 
Congress of June 88, 1698, (50 State,, 495), whieh is as follows: 


"Said Commicsion shall have authority to determine the 
identity of Chectaw Indians @la@iming rights in the Choctaw 
lands under article fourteen of the treaty between the 
United States and the Chectas Bation, concluded September 
twenty-seventh, eighteen hundred and thirty, and to that end 
way adoinister caths, examine witnesses and perform all other 
pe pt coat thereto, and make report to the Seeretary of the 

ntverier, 


Seid degision eonéludes as follows: 





is Commission that the 





evidenes herein'is insufficient to determine the identity of 
Willie M, Graham, Chestner L, Grahem, Berah’ 
» Thomas Grahem, Varion Graham, Delile J, Upton, 
and Josette Upten as Choctaw Indians entitled to rights in the 
Chectew lands under the previsions of skid ertiole fourteen of 
the treaty of eighteen hun“red and thirty, and that the appli- 





@ations for their identifieation as euch should be refused, ang 
it is a ordered,* 


You ape further advias? that the applicants in this case have 
been allewed fiftesn days frou.the date hereof within which to file 
arguments {1 thio offices and that at the expiration of said tine 
the papers in the case, together with such arguments, will be for- 
warded for review to the Seoretary of the Interior through the 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 


Respectfully, 


Commissioner in Charge, 








M,0,R, 5621, 


Maskegee, Indian Territory, October 27, 1962, 


Rmiiy J, Grahan, 
Vista, Oklahoma. 

Dear Madam 

You are hereby advised that on the 27th day of October, 
2902, the Commission to the “ive Civilized Tribes rendered a aeci« 
wion in the consolidated case of Emily J, Graham, et al, ,embracing 
the following applications for identification as Mississippi Choe- 
tans: 


Emily J. Grahan, et al.,M.C.R.56221; 
Delila Je Upton, et al.,%.C.R.5622, 


These applications were made under the provision of the act of 
Congress of June 28, 1698, (350 Stats,, 495),whioch is as follows: 


"Said Commission shall have authority to determine the 
identity of Chectaw Indians claiming rights in the Choctaw 
lends under artigie fourteen of the treaty between the 
United States end the Choctaw Wation, conoluded September 
twenty~seventh, eighteen hundred and thirty, and to that: end 
may administer oaths, examine witnesses and perform all other 
acte necenéa@ry thereto, and make report to the Scoretary of 
the Interior,* 


Said decision ¢gonelud:s as follows: 


"It is therefore the opinion of this Commission that the 
evidence herein is ineufficient to determine the identity of 





Emily J. Greham, Willie HM, Graham, Chestner L.Graham, Sarah 


cy t Vat ry G UEL 3 OT! tek hy ¢ VD 


and Josette Uptom as Chootaw Indians entitled to rights in the 
Choctew lands wnder the provisions of said article fourteen of 
the treaty of eighteen hundred and thirty, and that the appli« 
cations for their identification as such should be refused, 
and it is so ordered.*® 





You mare further advised thet you Will be allowed fifteen days 
from the dete hepeot within whieh to file arguments in thie effhee, 
and thet at. the expiration of, sata time the: Pepers in the conse, 
> Segether with much arguments, wilh de: forwaresa for review te the 
Beeretary of the Interior through the Commiestoner ‘of Indien 
Affairs, 

Reapeetfuily, 


(SIGNED) 


= a —_— 4° “ 
Aon gn D <A am nnn a pm 
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Goansi int nt in Charge. 








COPY. 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, November 12, 1902, 


The Honorable, 
The Secretary of the Interior, 
sire 
There is transmitted herewith the reoord in the consolidated 
case of Emily J. Graham, et al., applicants to the Commission for 


identification as Mississippi Choctaws, including the decision of 


the Commission of October 27, 1902, 

The above consolidated case embraces the following original 
applications for identification as Mississippi Chootaws heard by 
the Commissi ont 


Emily J. Graham, et al., MCR 5622 
Delila J, Upton, et al., MC R 5622 


The Commiseion has the honor to report that the #rincipal ap- 
plicants in the several separate applications, and the attorneys 
for the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations have been duly advised by 
letter of the action of the Commission, copies of said letters 
being attached to the record, 

Respectfully, 





Through the Commissioner Farme Bixby. 


of Indian Affairs. = 
Eno. MCR S621, Acting Chairman, 





Land. 


68315-1902. COPY. 


Department of the Interior 
Office Sf Indian Affa ’ 
Washington, February 5, 19035. 
The Honorable, 
The Secretary of the Interior. 
8ir:- 


I have the honor to submit herewith for your sonsideration, thé 


record if the Commission te the Five.Civilised Tribes, in the matter 


ef the applications of Emily J. Graham, for herself and her five 
minor children, Willie M., Chestner L., Sarah Ann, Thomas and Marion 
Graham; and of Delila J. Upton, for herself and her minor child, 
Josette Uptom, for identification as Mississippi Choctaws, wherein a 
decision adverse to the applicants was rendered by the Commission on 
Oetober 27, 1902. 

The testimony in this case shows that the applicants base 
their claims to identification as Mississippi Choctaws under this 
application, because of their descent from William Whittiker. They 
claim that their ancestor was a Choctaw Indian, and a resident of 
the Choctaw Nation in Mississippi, *t the time of the making of the 
Choctaw treaty of 1830. 

The Commission rejected the applicants because the name of 
the party through whom they claim does not appear among the names ef 
those who complied or attempted to comply with the provisions of 
the 14th article of the Choctaw treaty of 1830, and for the addition- 


citizens of the Choctaw Nation. 
An examination has been made of the records of this office 


with reference to William Whittiker, and it is discovered that his 





ieee Zonn} 


mame docs not appear among the names of those who complied or 


attempted to comply with the provisiona of thé 14th article of the 
Chostaw treaty of 1830, 


o 


This being the ease it is evident that the decision of the, 


“At be appreve 


Respectfully, 
A.C. Tonner, 


Acting Commissioner, 








D.C. S262 ‘ COPY 

Department of the Interior, 

WASHIWPWGTON. 
ITD. 1284-1903, February 19, 19035. 
LRS 
Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes, 
Muskogee, I.T. 

Gentlemen: 

November 12,1902, you transmigted the record in the 
matter of the applications for identification as mississippi Choo- 
tawa of Emily J. Graham and her minor children, Willie M., Chestner 
L., Sarah Ann, Thomas and Marion Graham; and of Delila.J. Upton and 
her minor child, Josette Upton; including your decision of October 
27, 1902, adverse to the applicants. 

The applicants claim rights in the Choctaw lands under 
article 14 of the treaty of Septembcsr 27, 1830, by reason of being 
descendants of one William Whittiker who is alleged to have been a 
Choctaw Indian. 

The records fail to show that the applicants were ever ad- 
mitted or enrolled as citizens of the Choctaw Nation, or that said 
William Whittiker ar an ancestor less remote compl¢ed or attempted 
to comply with said article 14 or with either of the acts of March 
3, 1837 (5 Stat., 180) and August 23, 1842 (5 Stat., 513). 

Reporting February 5, 1903, the Acting Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs recommends approval of your decision. A ony ef his 
letter is ihclosed. 





Finding no reason to distulp your decision the Department 


hereby affirms the same. 
Respectfully, 
THOS. RYAN, 


Act Ing Secretary. - 
1 inclosure, 





M.O.R. $621. 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, Mareh 5, 1905. 


Mansfield, McMurray & Cornish, 
Attorneys for the, Cheetaw and Chickasaw Nations, 


South McAlester, Indian Territory. 


Gentlemen: 

You are herety notified that on the 19th day of February, 
1903, the Secretary of the Interior affirmed the decigion of this 
Commission refusing the applications for identification as Misgis- 
sippi Choctawa of the several persons inoluded in the consolidated 
case of Emily J. Graham, et al., of-which decision you were advised 
by mail on the 27th day of Ostober, 1902. 


Respectfully, 








M.C.R. 5621 


py 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, Maroh 5, 1903. 


Buily J. Graham, 
Vista, Oklahoma, 
Dear Madam: 


You are hereby notified that on the 9th day of VYebruary, 


1903, the Secretary of the Interior affirmed the décision of this 
Commission refusing the applications for identaTication as Kissin« 


Sippl Choctaws of the several persons: included in the consolidated 
Gase of Emily J. Graham, et al., of which decision you were advised 
by registered mail on the 27th day of October, 1902, 


Respeotfully, 








POST OFFICE 


COUNTY 








RESIDENCE 





| 


Carp No 





hen het 











4 


ni 


/O q, ak Lin WV i eK, 








Lier kK lov x 
U 





Fea aon Of 


C GO bee mates “is eee 


dea aA / 


Tn A Abton 





tay 


(Z Jo tue Cary be hea dv 


A 


< : ; 
@ DO AS Oe Gratkhawe, w, 


sins ae a Hoge] 74 | 


y 
i Ree 
VF) te: 77 Croker? 





Welk Ca 


\y Cn / yy AW 





Wren 


pte 











| ae 


Q . 
Cx eal rer A Lr 4 Ka a § 
el dna 7 a Ciriee Zpahawy 


Dhiinewe Gra hort J 


Jaro’ YrokKeu a oS 


ba 








ee 








I No. 


par ‘dentification as a Mississippi Choctat i 


MAY 20 102 
4 fame Brnity p Lohan, 
Ag aS me ay 
Office, Wi Whe, 4 
ben Micteam Morgane, 
ner Maca Mr , Meda ter, L% 
if 5 oc BRaidh So ora 
uk 
bo slain ‘a hiccbarf , 


tes 
yaa 
ey 


a 


? 
ee 


MM, Yrakarr AM. 
M , 


™M 


























Tn the tiatter of the atiiidniaasine Of. Delile Sy. Upton for: the 
i@entifteation of harsbit’ and yess winor Ghild, Josette Yrton, as 
Misdissippt Ghoetaws. 


TA Pahudaon, attorney far applicant. 


,Derviie F, tp ten Wedite sworn testified as follows: 


Examination by the Gowmission: 


Whet 28: yrour Heme ? & Delile 7 J, Upton, 
what is your mage? A Trenty one. 
What te .your post ortigg: address? A. S8ered weart,, Oklahoma, 
te sone have. eeu Aived ‘there? i “hour years, 

Oredid yo Piast khamt? A Chickasaw: ‘ sh 
Sag athow Yen, aioe 

uot qiee add al ive, i the Chdcasaw yation, indian Mercitery? 


Pia ape dtd you Lee perure hat? AS» Texas)! 
How long did TREATS | An, Texan? A MoUs hg or 8 JOT By 
Whore:.we re tek POFRT iA. TH fate "Ge 
e “And,” 8 lwaye ? ived theres untad yo : 

om, 
Q* Wheat was: your fatnerke ‘haa? a Sorin sere. 
R° Is he Living? A ine i resee 


sing BPrOPle aoa 





OW 7 et Vv ae? AA sae. 
Wheat shor pawet’ A te 112 Ni. hiss. ae 
ugh which paren t?-A/: Mother: . 
t Pood do you oleam? Ae Zodontt htiowy Ng ‘mother | 
Was. 2. walt pec Mamet hee, if 
Q You don't know how much thane woud Fake youj.a helt af x HALE, ia’, , 
What" do. ydix agit Aes A yan alk ae Siu 
Andon hin lt at ipsum car ‘how’ fer ‘A! One e4eneh, 
@ we poe shan ie his You. etry 


is 0 





. «—- 


Q Fem your mother ever been Wcogtiiued in sty way or enrolled as a 
manber of the Choctaw trib@'of;tndians by either the @hoctaw tribal 
authorities or the authoritieg. of jhe United States in the Indian 
Territory? A. He sir, He ety 

What is your Inisband's mame? A Joe Upton. 

White man and Lavang? A Yeu sir, 

YOu Dake: HO Ola te Sor Diet A) Be wir. 

How miny hildren: have yout A One, 

what isthe neme of that’ ond? 4 Josette. 

How do you spell that? AT don?t know, 

Josette? 4 I (No answer), 

That must be a boy? A Wo #ir, a girl, 

ow Old is J-opette? A Wineteen months old, 

You claim fer youreelf and child, do you? A Yes sir. 

Is Joe Upton the fether or Josette? “ Yes sir, 

Are you and: he and’ the. child living togeter ag a family at your 
hore? * Yes sar. a 

© %Is your name on &ny of the tribal rolls of tthe Chcctew pt ion 

in tne Indian Territory? A No sity 

Q Heve you ever been admitted to’ Gitizenship in the hoctew vation 
by.the Ghoetaw tribal authorities in the Indian Territory? A Wo. sir, 
Q weve you ever been admitted to citizenship by the Dawee Commission 
under the ‘act of Gengress of June 10, 18969"A Wo sir, 

Q° peve you eycr been admitted at any tine. py any autnoority as’ a 
member of the choctaw tribe of Indians? A’ No sir. 

Q Ts this the first applicetion that you have éver mede to any authp 
ity whatever? A: Yes sir, . 

Q BO you now come before the Commission te: be identified with your 
child as Mississipp41 Ghoctaws elaioing under article fourteen of 
the.treaty of 1830? A yes sir. “ns 

® .o you understand that article Of that treaty? A Yes sir. 

Q Don't care to have that further @xpleihed? A° No sir. 


DODO AABPOD LO 


It reads as follows: ‘Zach Choctaw head of a family beihg de- 
Sirous to remain and become u tdtizen of -the States shell be permit- 
tea to do so ty signidying his intention to the agent within six 
months from the ratification o7 this treaty, and he or she shall 
thereupon be entitled to ea reservation of ons section of six hundred 
enc forty acres of lend to be bounded by wectional lines of survey} 
in like manner shel) be’ emtiiled to one half that quantity for eash 
umarried child which i@-Livdsig with him over ten yeors of age, and 
® Quarter seotionm to such chika as mey he under ten years of SEO, to 
adjoin the lecatton of the parents Tf they raside upon said lands 
ote tin Sc become gGitisens of the States for Live years efter the 
ratification of thie treaty in that sase 2 grant in fee simple ghald 
iasus, $9.1 résdrvation shali inciyde the present improvement .of the 
head of the family er a portion of it. Persons who olaim under this; 
articole sbail not lose the privilege of a Chootaw citizen but 4% || 
they ever remove are not to be entitled to any portion of the Choe- . 
taw annuity .* 





Q Do you kmow if any ef your Choctar ancégtors, complied or attempt- 
ed to comply with any of the provisions ef thmt article? A No sir. 

2 You understand tit now well ¢nough to dlaim under it? A Yee afr, 
Q Wet is the name or your anoestor that you are oldiming through? 

A. My erent randfather's name was Whittiker, 
& Wilitam Whittikei? A Yes wir, ; 


eo, 


(age 


we 
} 





~3e 


Q pid he live in MWiswissippi' tn the old CHostaw nation in 1830? 

A -T.gan*t tell you. yt 

Q..Q4d any of your @hoctaw ancestors live inthe old @hec taw Nation 
in Miagaiasippt or Alabama in 1830 and were they heads of families 
ther@ then? A I don't know; I just heard them say my great grand« 
father came from Alabama, 

Q@ De you know what part of Alabam a? A Wo sir, 

Q De you know whether from that part of. Alabama which at that time 
constituted the Choctaw wation in Alabamm? A Wo sir. 

Q Did you ever hear that that great grandfather was living there 
in 18307 or had ohildren there then?sA Mo sir. 

Q You olaim through your mother, don't you? A Yes sir. 

) How old is she? A sbout thirty se¥en, 

Q She came before the Commission today, di@n't she? A Yes sir. 


Her number is 5621, 


@ Do you want your case @onsidered with hers? A Yes sir, 

Did any of your Choct aw ancestor: ever receive any Tend or clad 

2 * : o J : 
any: in Mississippi or Alabaiia in the old Ghoctew wabion under artiele 
fourteen. af the treaty of 15 $0? 4 Not: that I-know of, 7s 
td any of your Choctaw ancestors cvm eny Liprevenments on lend 3m 

QD 3 y y 
Mississippi or Alabama in 1850? 4 I don't know, 
Q .Did any of them go from that old Nation to the Choctew Nation, 
Indian Territory hbetweem 1843 to 1538? ¢ I don'tt kiot, 
Q@ Did any of them within six months after ile retification of the 
treaty of 1530 go to the United States Indien agent, ColsWard, and y+ 
tell him that they wanted to ste: in Mies isg ippi, take land there 
and become citizens of the States® A TI don't know, 


The Choctaw Indians who stayed in the old Choctaw Nation in 
the 


Mississippi end Alebema after th treaty of 1550 was ratified were 
required if they wanted to take advantage of article fourteen of 
thottreaty to go to the United States Indian agent, Col.ward, and 
tell him that they wanted to stay tn Nississippi, take land thera 
and become gitizene of the States; thic they had to do within six 
months from the ratification of ‘the treaty. A greet many. fhoct ew 
Indians did that whose names COl.ward yeglected. td put updn his List 
koWn #8 Ward's hegister, end-his failure caused many Indians who 
had land in Mississippi upon which they had. improvements to lose 
both for they werr taken from them by the Govertsient und Bold et 
Public Land gale. This caused so many domplainte among the vTndians 
and partioulerly among those who lost thein lan@ that Congress ap- 
pointed a Commission under an set approved August- ne, Mareh 3, that 
\ 8 Sr) this Omm i oo S343 fe kes vite ++ Y- rrr z OC Tal iel. OG 
unde r artisle fourteen of the treaty of 1850. In 1842 another Com- 
mission. was ‘appointed by Gongress for the game purpose and this Come 
mission alse went to Mississippi and heard, olsdmante under. arti olf 


t 


fourteen of the treaty of 1830, 


Q, DO you knew whether any of your Choct a), ancestors went before 
either of these Gommissions end clatned any benefite as Ohettaw 
Indians under artiogNe fourteen of thet treaty? A JI dom't know, 

Q Didd any of your Wyoctow ancestors receive any porip ftom the 





Government of the United States as Ghoctaw Indians which entitled 
them to select land in Migssisnippi, Alabama, Arkansas or Louisiana, 
to be’ taken from vacant Government land and to replace the land 
which they hed formerly held in Miseissipp’. in the old Choctaw Nation 
and which the Govérnment had taken from thew A I don’? knew, 

Have you: relative aan where mother who has been before, the 

ingsion to identified. as Miseissippi @hoctaw ? A Wo sir; ” 

Q Have you any other evidence you want te présent now in support 
of this application? A (Herd LiP.Hudsen asks for thirty days time to 
present written evidence. Motion is granted.) 


Q DO you speak the Chootaw language? A Wo sir, 


This applicant has the appearance and physical characteristics of 
being descended from ‘white parentage; black eyes, dark complexion, 
dark hair. she has mo knowledge of the Choctaw language and has no 
knowledge eof the compliance on the part of her ancestors with any 
of the provisions of article fourteen of the treaty of 1830, 


Henry G. Hains being sworn on his oath states that as stenographer to 
the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes he reported in full the 
proceedings had in the above entitled cause on May 20, 1902, and that 
the above and foregoing is a full, true and correct transcript of his 
stenographic notes in said cause on said date, 


/ q rf ; 
Kany ], | CAAA 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 27th day of May, 1902, 


Ort ¥ 
By PS La, 


Botary Publie, 








M,C.R, 5622, 


Mugkeges, Indian Territery, Ootover 27, IGOR, 


Delila J. Upton, 
Secred Heart, Oklahoma. 

Dear Madam; 

You are hereby advised that on the 27th day of October, 
1902, the Commission te the ive Civilized Tribes rendered a deci“ 
gion in the consolidated case of Tmily Js Graham, et al., embracing 
the following applications for identification as Mississippi Chece 
tawst 


Emily 7.Graham,) ¢t al.,¥.C,R.5621; 
Deiila J.Upton, St @lssM.CeRe 5622. 


These applications were mate under the provision of the act of 


Congrege of June 28, 189By (50, Stats.,490),whieh io as follows; 


"said Commission shall. hare authority to determine the 

rp senchee (oF of poe tex Indian# olatming rights in the Choctaw 
gle fourteen of ths treaty detween the 

‘United States and the.Choctaw Nation, coreluded Septentber 
twentyreeventh, ¢ighteen hundred and thirty, and to that ond 
nay déninister oathe, examine witnesses end perform aji other 
aots oes ort | thereto, and make report to the Secretary of 
the Interior. 


Said dedision cgnolnces ad roliews! 
*ft én therefore inion of inde Commission ‘that. the 
evidence herein ia —_— ont’ bee ao tenmine the pean trey of 





Bmdly J, Greham, i, OF 


ann Graben, ap neg: Oren Serica Delile Ts pt u 
— Bh vig: Upten tied te pe cosa ; 
otaw lends or gee provisions olete or Be sais fe fh. 


bys treaty. ofe seen handred end be i ogt Ar and bring 
gations for their iden titieation aa euch should-de rofueety 
ond it te. 98 erdoreds® 





You are further advieed that you Whi be allowed fiftern days 
from the date hercef within whieh to file arguments in this offieds 
end that at the expiration of said time the papers in the ARBOy 
together with such arguments, will be forwarded for review to the 
Sceretary of the Interior through the Gommigeionsr of Indian 
Affairs, 


Respectfully, 


(SIGNE Dp). 


Registered. Commissioner in Charge. , 








M.C.R. 6622. 


COPY: 


‘Miexoges, Indian Territory, Maren 6, 1063, 


Dei#ia J. Upton, 
‘tasted Heart, Oklahoma, 
Dear Madam: 
You are hereby notified that on the loth day of Vebruary, 
1905, the Secretary of the Intérior affirmed the. deoision of this 


Commission refusing the applications for identifiention as Missis- 


sippi Chootaws of the several persons inoluded in the ¢onsolidateda 
case of Emily J, Graham, et al.,. of which deeision you were advised 
by registered madd: on the 27th day 6f potober, 1902. 

Respectfully, 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
COMMISSION TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES, 


me eC) Ome ee 


In the matter of the application of John R, Bigham, et al., 
identification as Mi seissippi Chootaws, M.C.R. 5623. 


List of papers forwarded to the Secretary of the Interior 


comprising the record in*the above case. 


Original application of John R. Bigham, et al., 
to the Dawes Commission for dentification as 
Mississippi Choctawe--~--.~--... 


Decision of the Commission refusing the applica- 
tion of John R, Bigham, et al,,; for identifica- 
tion as Mississippi CHOOT WE eee ov 0 wey we ws even on we mm enim wn toe 








ae 


org) of 
Commis = a a ct Sivilised Tribes, 
ba “May 20, 1902. 


In the matter of eit sepasstio of John R, Bigham, for. the 
idg@utification of himeel his ‘minor child) Fioyd Bigham, as 
Miasissippi Ghoctaws,. ‘t 


L.P.Hudson, attorney for applicant. 
Jehn R. Bigham being duly sworn testified as follows: 
Examinatian by the @emmiss ion: 


What is your name? A John R. Bigham 
What is your age? A Ywenty give, ' 
What is your post effiee address? A Arapahoe, Oklahoma, 
How long have you lived there? A’ Feur years. 
Where. did you live bn oh ‘that? A. Texas. 
Were you born in Texag?.A ‘Yee sir... 
where did you live me ened of your life. in Texas? A Bell Gounty, 
a your father liv A’ You sir, 

® your mother living? A Yes sir, 

which parent. to.vee i hoo taw. blood? A Mother. 
at 4 your mother's name? A Alice ro a 
father:s namef, re Rh fe gage 


SLBRL OL LLLALLOA 


eae 
t 
Hote 
: fa 


your mother ever ies erate 
thorities ef the: Uni Pusat ‘the pio Rerattrt Bre Oe 
au ™ es e ‘a 


Tow muck mask Gheotaw biped 88 aatak chaiat 4 One sixteenth ft sei eee 





ts your wife Living? he. "Ye Pfs re 
Choctaw or white. woman? A. hanes weman, 


our r witer A He sir, 


ase say Soe 
Deasigeds at your home? 


> Leelee pLEE 





Q when and’\shere were you marri ed to your wife? A CGhickasaha, 
Indjan Territory, | i 
Q wiember, the dite? A On ithe 17th day of December 1899 I think, 
Q ve you the evidence af that Fiage with you now? A Mo sir; 
“it was either'1s99.er 1900, Nye ed 

You can intréduce the evidenoe later? A Yes sir, 


Reasonable time will be-allowed ,- within thirty days- to pro- 
duce: this; ae 


Q Is your name on any of the tribal rolls of the Choctaw wation in 
the Indian Territory? A. Wot that I know of. 

Q Have you ever made application for Citizenship in ghe Choctaw Na- 
tion to the Choctaw tribal authorities in the Indian Territory? A Wo 
sir 

Q Have you ever made application for citizenship in the Ghoctaw Na- 
tion to the Commission to the Five Civilised Tribes under ‘the act 

of Congress of June 10, 18969.A Wo sir, 

Q Is this the first application of any kind that you have.ever made 
for yourself for enrollment ap ea citizen of the Choctaw Nation to 

any authority whatever? A Yes sir, 

Q You mever have been admitted by either the Choctaw tribal authori- 
ties, the Commigsion to the Five: Civilized Tribes or the United State 
Court in Indian Territory? A No sir, 

Q Is it your purpose now to identify yours#*f and child as 
Mississippi Choc taws claiming under artiole fourteen of the treaty 

of 183507, A Yes sir, 

@ Po you understand that article of that treaty? A TI can't say 

that 7 do, ; 


A treaty ds the game thing as a contract in writing; but @ con- 
tract in waiting may be.-made between individuals or corporations or 
Nations; tote ust simply an egréeement and bechuse it is made betwer 
two. or more: Nations itis called sbkreaty;. of course Wations can 
make agreements just as individuale. Now such a treaty @a that ‘was 

that year at a Place in 

} object ofthe treaty 

) Secomplish py making it.with the Ghoc taw 

ans nem from the old Choctaw Wation and get their 
agreemeht to ¢ that old Bation to ‘the Choe t aw Nation, Indian 
Territory; but before’ ‘the treaty was signed bY the representatives 
of the two Nations ir beoamé known that » G900 many Ghootaw Indians 
would mot go. te the ®hootaw Nation under the treaty; some provision 
had to b de for a OROR there otherwise the other 





Indians wouldn’t wign’ the’ treaty; so article fourteen was drawn up 
and put into the treaty; then the treaty was signed and afterwards 
ratified; article fourtecn was put into the treaty for the special 
benefit of thos@ who stayed back; it reads as follows: "Rach Choctaw 
head of a family being desirous to remain and become a citizen. of 
the States shall be permitted to do 0. by. Pig tying his’ intention 
eix months from ‘ ravification of the treaty 
hall thereupon be entitled to a reservation’ of one 
section of six hundred and for acres of land to be bounded by 
seotional lines of survey; ‘in-‘Like manner shell be entitled to one 
half that quantity fer each unmarried child whieh is living With him 


io 





under ten years of age, te bin ‘the looation of the parent. rf 
they. reside upon said lands Siding to bhetome citizens of the 
States Tor five years after the ratification of this treaty in that 
case & grant in fee simple hall dssug, said reservation Shall in- 
Qlude the present. improvement of the ‘head of. the family or a portion 
of it, Persons who claim undér. this article shal) not lose the priv- 
jlege of a Choctaw citizen but if they ever remove are not to be 
entitled to any portion of the Choctaw annuity, * 


over ten years of age ‘mrtd w pi tor sedtton to such child as may be 
in 


Q Did any ef your @hec taw ancestors comply or attempt to comply 
with any of the provisions of that article of tht treaty, do you 
know? A TI dontt know, 
t was the name of your ancestor that you claim your Chootaw 

blood thr ough?’ A Edmonson; or Rdmondson. 

You.don't: remember the first: name? A Wo sir. 

What relation was he to you? A Grandfather, 

How much Choctaw blood 41d he have? A One fourth, 

Did he speak ‘tHe Oiéc taw tanguage? A I don't know sir, 

Did..he have @ Choct aw Indian name? A I don't know, 


Do Tou: know whom he married? A. Wo sir; I don't know my grand- 
% name before she’ married, ; 
was. your mother's father? A. Yes sir. 
@ live in 614° Chootawivation there in Mississippi or Alabama 
A It ia my understand ‘tng that he lived in Mississippi in 


Q was, he the head of a family there then? A 1 don't know sir, 
Q no you know anything about his father or nother? A Wo sir, 
@ Do you know anything further about him? A No Sir, only that he 
ded sometime in the sixties, 
Q How old was he. #hen he- died? A I canst Bay, 
Q Gan't you tell how old he would be if living now? A Wo sir, I 
don't know exactly. 
Q Well, do you: know approximately, having. heard about it in the 
famil A I. would judge ‘about ninety years old, Probably older and 
robably not bo old, 
Q. Yow dontt know n?4 NO sir, ‘ 
vp_0%™m any land or olaim any in 


4 mproverients on land 
in Mis#issippi or Alabawa in 1830? A I don't kn 
Did any.af them go frem that old Choctaw Nation Fast of the Miss- 
desippi River to the Choct aw Nation, Indian Territory with the other 
Indians? A I. ‘don't know, * 
Q Did any of your Choc aw ancestors. within six months « ne 
ALi ication of the treaty —o SU £0 to: the United States Indian 
, SGent,- Col w tell him that they’ wanted to stay in Mississ~ 
Appi, @ and become citizens of the United States? 
4 Y'don't know, 


ur 


The Toi janes’ who +sminea in the old Choctaw Nation, that is 
a wtval omippt bid Alabama after the ratification tt the treaty of 
2830 were required “Af they watted to take advantage of that article 
of that treaty~ :an erder.to a6 so they had to go to the United 
States Indish ‘agent of the @hootaw Indians who had an agency in Miss- 


71? wy a a 





oe 


issippi im 1835 and 183) and tell him that they wanted to stay in 
Mississippi, take land there and become citizens of the states. A 
great énoc tew Indians did this whose names Ool.Jard failed to 
put upon bis list knewn as Ward's Register and because of his failure 
to do so. mest alli of the Indians who held tand:in the old Ghoctar Ya- 
tion which they had a right to held had their lend taken from them 
by the Government and sold at Public Land Sale; this ustice to the 
Indians caused many complaints among them and. as a result of the 
complaints Congress appointed a Commission to go before them in 1837 
and another in 18642; these two Gomitissions went to Mississippi and 
heard claimants under article fourteen of the treaty of 1830 and 
made lists of their names, of all those who came before each one of 
thamresepc tively. 


Q pid any ef your Choctaw ancéstors go before either one of these 
two.Gommissions and claim any benefits as Choctaw Indians under that 
article of that treaty? A I don't know, 


Under the act ef Congress approved & gust 23, 18642, serip or 
certificates were issued te those Indians who proved that they not 
only had right to claim under article fourteen of that treaty but 
also proved that they had formerly held land in Mississippi upon 


which they had improvements and which the Government had taken from 
them and sold, ; 


Q DO you know if any of your Ghoot aw ancestors received any scrip 
wider these cireumstances? A No sir, 


Q Hare¢ you any documentary evidence you want to introduce now in 
support of your claim? (Here L.}. Hudson, attorney for applicant, 
asks for thirty days time in which to produce wrttten evidence in 
support of this claim. Motion allowed.) 

Q Have you any other statenent you. want to make now in support of 
this claim? A Mo sir. 

Q Any questions, Mr. Hudson? A Wo sir, 

Q Do you speak the Ghoctaw language? A Wo sir, 


This applicant has the appearance and physcial characteristics ef 
being descended from white parenteg ¢; blue eyes, brown hair, mediup 
fair complexion, He does not understand the Ghootaw 6 and has 
no knowledge of the compliance on the part of his ancestors with 
any of the provisiins of artiole fourteen of the treaty of 1830. 





== 


Henry G. Hains being swern on his cath states that as stenographer 
to the Commission to the pive oivilised Tribes he reported in full 
all the proceedings had inthe sove entitled cause on May 20, 1902, 
and that the above and foregoing if a full, true and sorrect rans~. 





Fins a? hic ste nographio motes in said eamme on 
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a . j . ae 


Subscribed and sworn to befere me this Sist day of May, 1902, 


Botary Public, 
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Ib app sare fron the, record. herein that, asd tgat han for : 
“Adentitioation a6 Misslagapps Tao tates ‘woe wade to. this Costa aon 
Shy Sobn Bi Bigham for himpet and hie minor aiid, Pleya ‘Bighka, 
under ‘the ‘following proviaion of the wat: ot dongrens approved June 


\ 


28 1898, (30 State., #95): 


“| a8 domntpaiey: nati, ays Lae ae 
es nt . i ehie ants Indien Ee oars Men 





ap: ay 
' a] a: ma toread erandfather si 
berets terme of Rémonson (or ‘sands sail ae nia ‘ates “a 





i 


Leg 


a? - 2 
was wine te toy: Sint tent: is sata: ‘grande ther is alleged to 
nave been Peasessed Of one~quarter Shogtaw floc, and to Mave bean. 
eo Peaident at Miswasstppi in eightesn hundred and thirty. The 
éiiae applicant herein applied for being ‘ ehild of the prinoipal 
appltcant hie claim is ident soa’ with that of the said prinoipal 
applicant. 

It further appears from: ‘the evidence sutntt ted in support 
of s8id application, and {rm the ‘réoords dn the possession of the 
Camtission, that neither of salt applicants haw ever been enrolled 
by the Choctaw trival authorities aa a member of the Choctaw tribe, 
or admitted to Choctaw eitisenship by a auhy constituted court or 
sonmmittes of the Phootaw Nation, or by the Commiasion to the Five 
Givilised Tribes, or by a decreas of the United States Court in Ind- 
dan Territory, ‘under the provisions of the act of Congress approved 
June 10, 1896 (29 State,, 321). 

‘te ages not appear -from the testimony and evidence offered 


in support of auld applivstion, or from the reeords in the possession 


of the Commission relating te persons who complied or attempted te 
comply with the provisions ‘of gaid article fourteen. of the treaty of 
eighteen hwndr ef end thirty, and to persons who heretofore were 
claimants thereunder that any person bearing the ‘surtame of Rdnon- 
son(or Bamondsdn) or that the eald Alsod Meme, stgnttiea (in 





Perec or by proxy) to Colonel Wn, i, Ené Agent. Che 

Ageney, an intention to comply with wh provisiogs af tate ariel | 
fourteen, or presentéd elete to rights theraunter fo either’ .t * 
the Conmissions authorised te adjudtoate such elaine by the. adts te 
Congress appreved March 3, 1837 °(5 State., 190) ‘and ‘August aay e42 





Mee is therefore the opiate: ot thie ‘campo on that dhe 
“Teeitence herein i¢ {neurfietent te: dévornine the ‘tdenktty oe ‘im 
? Bigham end Ployd Bighes, as chested Tadions: contt sled, te. righte 
“fn the Chéotaw Leda ‘ander the wr ovisions “et, gd: artinis fourteen 
ef the treaty of elghtean hundred : “and, vhinty/ ame that khe spp ibe 
tion for their Bit aac ap: ieee: aneyen: ve vetvent, nnd it ts 


Bo érdacrei: 


Widkoges % Tod ten : territory. 


ne 


i» ah Bye pit Miedate 3 : a 
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CASTE SEF 4, 





ili C R. Braeltin ri rigge. 
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M.0.R, 5628 


Muakegee, Indian Territory, February 3, 1903, 


Mansfield, MoMurrey & Gornish, 

Attorneys for the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations, 

, South MeoAlester, Indian Territary, 

Gent Lemen: 

You are hereby advised that on the 3rd day of Bebruary, 
1908, the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes rendered a dé 
cision in the case of John R. Bigham, ct al.» applicants for iden 
tification ae Mississippi Choctaws, 

This application was made under the provision of the ast 
of Gongress of June 28, 1698 (350 Stats., 495). 

Said decision concludes af follows! 


*It 1s therefore the ye of thie Commission that the 
evidence heréin,is ineufficient determine the identity of gon 

and Ploya Bigham as Choetaw Indians entitled p PEs ma in 

ogtew lends undor the. of aid article eon. of 

‘of eighteen mundye perry 4: and that the Cee on 


dont ification as oven pau uta be. Pefusedy efuseds. O88 2%. 


You are ‘further advised that the applicants in this ones 
have been allewed fifteeh days from the date hereof within which to 
file arguments in this office, and that at the expiration of said , 
time the papers in the case, together with such arguments will be ye 
forwartied to the seoretary of the Interior through the commissioner 





of Indian Affairs, 
Respest fully, 


(SIGNED), 
Lame Bixby 





MoGoR,. 6523 


Muskogee, Indian Torritory, February 3, 1903, 


Jchn Re Bigham, 


Arapaho, OXlahoma Turritory, 
Dear Sirt 

You ere hereby advised that on the 3rd day of Fonruarys 
1903, the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribos rendered a de 
cision in the case of John R, Bigham, et al,, applicants for iden 
tification as Mississippi choctaws, 

Thir application was made under the provision of the act 
of Congress of June 28, 1898 (30 Stats., 495), which is as follows! 


"Said Commission shall have authority to determine the 
identity of Chootaw Indians claiming richts in the Choctaw 
lands under article fourteen of the treaty between the United 
States and the Choetaw Nation, concluded September trenty~ 
seventh, eighteen hundred and thirty, and to that end may 
administer onths, exanine witnesses and perform ali other 
acts necessary thereto, and make report to the Secoretary of 
the Intardor,* 


Said decision conclhides as follows: 


"It 1s therefore the opinion of this Comulssion that the 
evidence herein is insufficient to deterhine the identity of 
John Ry Bigham and Floyd Bigham as Choctaw Indians entitled 
to righta in the Ghoctaw lands under the provisions of said 
article fourteen of the treaty of eighteen mmdred and thirty, 
and that the application for their identification as such 
should be refused, and it is so ordered,® 


You are further no y LSet ats VOI att owed Pt 2S a 
days from the date hereof within which to file arguments in this 








Ee OS 
wiaye, . 
tems Dizby, 
Acting chairman, 


STN aieta te iy 








Muskogee, Indian Territory, February 19, 1903, 


The Honorable 


ene peor st sey bin’ the sit org 


ith the: Peoord. in the oase of 


John R. bidehent,. ot lady. spsakcaten ‘to ‘the Gammission for identifi- 
cation as Mississippi Choctawa, igdauding the decision of the Com 
mission of Pebruary 3, 1908. 

The Gormmission has the honor to report thet the principal 
applicant herg@in and the attorneys for the Choctaw and Chickasaw 
Wations have been duly advised py lettersof the sction of the Com 
mission, copies of said letters being attached to tho record. 

Respeetfully, 


(SIGNED) 


~ eee Ge bf 


Acting Chairman, 


Through the 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 


2 inclosures: M.C.R. 5623 








12807 1903.: 


DEPARTMENT. OF THE INTERIOR, 
Cftine of ludian Affairs, 


+ WASHINGTON, June 4, 1905". 


The Honorable, 


The Seeretary olf tie. Interior, 


There ié eholaved herewith a report from the Commission to 
the Five Civitisea Tribes: dated Fobruary L?, 1903, transmitting 
the record reiativé £6 “the application of-John R. Bigham for the 
igentification of himself and his minor chila Floyd Bigham as 
Nisei ssippi Choctaws. 

February 3, 1902, the Commission held that the applicante 
were not-antitled to Adentification. 

the prinoi pal applicant in this case cl#ims. descent from 
Alice, Bigham and testa tied that. his maternal grandfather's surname 
was Banionson ox Bdikdndson. 

The: records wP. this, office do not show that anyone by ithe 
nané af Lice Bigham or-+~-+Bamongon ox Bdnondson, complied or 3 
‘attempted to oompiy’ with the. provisions of the 14th sertidle of the 
treaty Of..186350, or that they applied to the Conmdasions epposmged ae 
under the acts of Marah 3, 2837. and August 23, 1842 for ‘an enjaaie 
gation of their riglite. ‘The approval of. the ‘ Qonmaiton’s ‘devision’, 





ae oat 





Very” ronpeel ea 
(pizhed) Ss 50 ages 
eae errata 


“pw pra 


Gokw, (3: ) 








DeOi37223.1908. (Copy) 8.0.F. 
IfD. 4896-1903. ai Rar. 
IRS, 
DEPARTMENY OF THE INTERIOR, 


WASHLE@TON, June 10,1903 


Conmmieaton to the Five Giviliged Tribes, 

Muskogee, I. 1, 

@bnti otreits”” 

February 19, 1903, you tranemitte’d the’record. in the matter. 
of the appiioation for identification as Mississippi ghoctaws, of, 
dotn R. ‘Bigham and his minor ohila, Floyd Bigham, ine lwd ing Foy 
décisio# of February 3, 1903, refusing the application, 

fhe applicants claim rights to Chodtaw lands under article 
14: of the treaty of 1830. by reason of being descendants of 9 man. 
whose nang was Rdmonson or Edmondson, (given name unknown) , through 
his daughtars Alite° Bizhan, mokher of the. Principal applicant. 

. The evidenas in this dase, @s well &s the recorag of the 
Indian Oftipe, fails to show that éither of the alleged angébtors” 
Comp 1i ea or attempted to comply with article 14 of the ‘treaty of 
1830, of with the aote. of Sokgrene relating thereto,: 


Repdeting: Jane 4, 1908; the, Acting. eont east of canter 
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MCR 6623 
COPY 


Mutkegee, Indien Territery, Jwy 15, 1905, 


John Ry Bigham, 

Arapaho, Oklahema, 
Deer Bye i 

You are herely notified that on the lth day of June 1903, 
the Seerotary of the Interior affirmed the decision of this Gomis 
Sion refu@ing the application for identification as Missisaipps , 
Cheetaws of the several persons included in the case of John Ry 
Bighem et asi of which decision you were advised hy registered mail 
on the ard day of February, 1903, 
Respectfully, 


Ll. B. Needles. 


Comal ssioner in Charges 








Muskeges, Indian Territory, Jwy 15, 1903, 


Mansfield Maliurray & Cornish, 
Attorneys for the Choctaw and Chigkasaw Wations, 
OS” toute MeALester, Indian Terri tery. 
You are hereby notified that on the 10th day of June 1905, 
the Secretary of the Interior affirmed the decision of this Comise 
sion refusing the application for identifieation as Missi ssippt 
Ghoctaws of the several persons included in the case of John R. 
Bighem et ahs, of which decision you were advised ty mail on the 
3rd day of Yelruary, 1903, 
; Respectfully, 


a 


Bice CB. Needles. 
*- 
Commissioner in Charge, 








G23 
For Identification as a Mississippl Choctaw. 


Date MAY 20 1902 
Name 4 (Q 13c3 yee 
age Vopr Blom Ny t | 
Post- Office, An ato, Of Ge ’ 


’ 


ie haan tl Riplens L 
Mother OL os, Fdcpharn, Z 
. Claims through eget 
: j 2 ju re lhiplear’, oA ad, 


He Ua. me for Lope ; 


L 


EB Children 


; Pho A. (3g pu a4 , 19m, 


Cher nes ft pet 


4 
K CA444-__, 




















tn Mie matter of she saline m of Vernon A; Parmer for the 
identifigoation of himesir and, te child, Mary Parmer, a8 Miss- 
isemippi Ghoctaws, 


L,.P.Kdson, attermey for applicants, , 


Veriton A. yarmer being sworn ‘testified as follows: 


Basie ination by the Gonmiission: 


+ is pit ais A Wernon A. yarner \ 
ae ur Age? A twenty five, Vo 
t is e's et offices ad ar a ‘Avapano, Oklahoma, 


Rong lived: there dr Four years. 

ere 414. you before: that? In Texas. 

Wire werevyou burn? A Ténnempee; Benton County. 
went: ‘haber: AC } Cook st ital Texas, 


ur. father Living? A. ears 
Poeciene ea 


. 


é “er eam 





-2< 


Is Victoria, your wife, the mother of Mary? A Yes sir, 

And you and she and the child are living together at your home? 

Yes sir, 

When and where were you married to your wife? A Big Sandy Tenn. 
emember the date? A 2nd January, 1901. 

By & minister and under a license? A Yes sir. 

Have you proof of that marriage with you mow? A So sir. 


DOLOPOLa 


You will be allowed reasonable time to produce that evidence if 
you wish-- if produced within thirty days. 


Q 8 your name on any of the tribal rolls of the @hoctaw Nation in 
the Indian Territory? A Wot that I know of, 

Q pave you ever made application for citizenship in the Choctaw Na- 
tion to the Ghoctaw tribal authorities in the Indian Territory? 

A Wo sir, 

Q Have you ever made application for citizenship in the Ghoetaw Na- 
tion to the Commission to the Five Civilized pribes under the act 
of Congress of June 10, 1896? A No sir. 

Q Have you ever made application at any time before this present 
application either the Choctaw tribal authreities or the United 
States authorities for citizenship in the Ghoctaw nation? A No sir. 
Q You never have been enrolled, have you, as a citizen of the Ghoc- 
taw Nation or a member of the Choctaw tribe of Indians by either the 
Choctaw tribal authorities, the Commission to the Five Civilized 
Tribes or the United States Court in Indian Territory? A No sir. 

Q You now come here to identify yourself and this child as Mississ- 
ippi Choctaws? A Yes sir, 

Q po you claim under article fow teen of the treaty of 18307 A Yes 
sir, 

Q no you understand that article fourteen? A I don't believe I do. 


The article which is called article fourteen was put into the 
main body of the treaty of 1830, for it was discovered that a good 
many @hoctaw Indians would not go to the Choctaw Nation, Indian Ter- 
ritory; some, in fact elested to stay back, sO many that it became 
a serious question whether it was to be signed at all, and then it 
was proposed to put this article into the treaty for the protection 
of those who stayed; then the treaty. with that in it was signed and 
afterwards ratified; that treaty was signed September 27, 1830, and 
ratified 24th February 1831, Its object was to remove all the Choctaw 
Indians from the old Choctaw Nation to the @hoctaw Nation, Indian 
Territory and it accomplished its object with the exception of those 
Choctaws now callled Mississippi Choctaws who stayed in Miss ispippi 





wd —who pene p Under @ ‘ fourteen of that treaty. that 
article reads as follows: "Hach Chootaw head of a family being de- 
sirous to remain and become a citizen of the States shall be permit- 
ted to do so by signifying his intention to the agent within six 
months from the ratification of this treaty and he or she shall 
thereupon be entitled to a reservation of one section of six hundred 
and forty acres of land to be bounded by sectional lines of survey} 
in like manner shall be entitied to one half that quantity for each 
unmarried child which is living with him over ten years of age, and 
& quarter section to such child as may be under ten years of age, to 
adjoin the location of the parent, If they reside upon said lands 





ase 


intending to become citizens of the States for five years after the 
ratification of this treaty, in that case a grant in fee simple shall 
ipsue. Said reservation shall include the present improvement of the 
hpad of the family or a portion of it. Persons who Claim under this 
article shall not lose the privilege of a Ghoctaw citizen but if they 
ever remove, are not to be entitled to any portion of the Choctaw 
annuity.* 


Q Do you know whether any of your Choctaw ancestors complied or 
tempted to comply with any of the provisions of article fourteen 
the treaty of 18309 A I don't, 
Q what is the name of your ancestor through whom you claim your 
right to be identified as a Mississippi Choctaw? A Tidwell. 
Q Know the first name? AI don't know, 
Q What relation was Tidwell to you? A My great grandmother was 
Tidwell, 

Was that the maiden name or married name? A I don't know, 

DO you know the Christian or given name? A No sir, 

You claim through your father? A Yes sir. 

And he claimed through which parent? A Through his mother, 

And her name was what? A Tidwell, 

What was her full name? A I don't know, 

That's not the Tidwell you are speaking of now, is it? A Yes sir- 
well, no-- now-- my father's mother's name before she Was married- 
I don't know, 
Q@ Well, do you know whether this great grandmother, Tidwell, or 
any of your ancestors on your father's side lived in the old Choctaw 
Nation in Mississippi or Alabama in 1830? A I don't know; its my 
understanding that they did and went from Mississippi to Temmessee, 
Q And from there where? A I don't know, 
Q Who of your ancestors did you ever hear’ lived in the old Choctaw 
Nation in Mississippi in 1830? A I didn't understand that question, 
Q Who, of your Ghoctaw ancestors, lived in Mississippi in 18309? 
A Wel}, its my understanding that my great grandmother came from 
Mississippi to Tennessee, 
Q That would be your great grandmother, Tidwell? A Yes sir, 
Q Did she live in Mississippi in 1830 and was she head of a family 
there then? A I don't know sir, 
Q Did she speak the Ghoctaw language? A I don't know, 
Q Did she have a Choctaw Indian name? A I don't know, 
Q How much Choctaw blood did she have? A Its my understanding she 
was & half breed, 
Q Did any of your Ghoctaw ancestors own or claim any land in Miss- 
issippi or Alabama in the old Ghoctaw Nation under article fourteen 
of the treaty of 1830? A I don't know, 





Q pid from the 





ratification of the treaty of 1830 go te the United States Indian 
agent, @o1, d, and tell him that they wanted to stay in Mississ- 
ippi, take land there and become citizens of the states? A I don't 
know, : 
Q Did any-of your Ghoctaw ancestors go from that old Choct aw Nation 
Bast of the Mississippi River te the Ghoct aw Nation, Indian Terri- 
tory with the other Indims between 1833 to 1838 or 18407 A I don't 
know, 

Q Did any of your Ghoctaw ancestors own any improvement s on land 





~4< 
im Mississippi or Alabame im 18307 A I don't know, 


The Choctaw Indiana who stayed in the old Choctaw vation after 


ae tthe treaty of 1830 wag ratified were required. if they wanted to 


take advantece of article fourteen of that treaty to go to the 
United states Indian agent, within six months from the ratification 

of the treaty of 1830 and teil him,.that they wanted to stay in Miss- 

iseippi, take lad there and become. citizens of the States, A great 

many Choctaw Indians did this whose names Gol.ward failed to put upon 

his list known as Ward's Register ; 

many Indians who had lands in Missi 

proyenents to lose both; they were taken from them by the Government 

6nd sold at Public Land gale. Phis caused go. many complaints. that 

Pe 1837 Congress b roved Marth 3, that year; appointed a 
ommission which 4seippi and heard claimants under artiee 

ole fourteen af 1830, In 1842 by an act approved August 

23 that year Congress appointed another Commission which also went 

to Mississippi and heard claimants.under article fourteen of the 

treaty of Danc ig Rabbit Greek, ar 


Q pid you ever hear that any of your @hoctaw ancestor's went before 
either of these two Commissions and claimed benefits’ as Choctaw 
Indians? A Wo sir, 


select land in Mississippi, Alabama, Arkansas or Louisiana, to be 
taken from vacant Government land, and that eertificates to that ef- 
fect should be given to him; these certificates were called scrip, 


Q Did any of your Choctaw ancestors reeeive any such scrip as Choc- 
taw Indians? A I don't know, : ‘s 

Q Have you any documentary’ evidence you want to introduce now in 
Support of your application? (L.P. Hudson, asks for thirty days time 
in which to introduce written evidence; it is granted, ) 


Q Do you understand or speak the Ghoctaw language? A Wo sir, 
Q Have you any relatives who have been before the Conmisgion to be 
identified as Mississippi Choctaws? A I dontt know of any, 





(yo attor One that this 





rid a be consolidated with: we havenrt traced the relationship 
yet, 


Q You don't sepak the Choctaw or understand it? A No sir. 


This applicant has the appearance and physical characteristics of 
being descended ‘from white parentage; gray eyes, florid somplexion 
brown hair. He has no kmowledgé of the @hoe taw language and no 





xnowiedds of the semp liane on the part of his. ancestors with any 
or cid vnbdihant wer Peas! 1g heating eigen ag Ae Of the treaty of 2850, 


ey 


Hen yO, Ha ins. ue emer 1a 7 dna eat, a hb that, as: stenographer te. 
the Goumisa Civ itized bes he reported 


“proceedings “tn tea ted abone antisites” oeune on Preyer 20,1902, and 
‘that the fe and foregoing 4s & full, true ‘an ao” trengoript’ 
of ‘his stenographic ‘notes: in bas eit cause on rtirny 


Py then Pe tarte 


aie: 
Lae 


Subseribed and sworn t6 before me this 3ist day of May, 1902, 


Cartes 1K Macys 


Notary Public, 








MOR pene. 


Muskogee; Igdian Territory, January14, 1903, 


ry 


po Nhitnom Ag Parmer, <j) 
he  Apeteabie Onno 
3 Dear Sire: 
You are hereby advised that on the 14th day of January, 
1903, the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes rendered a deci< 
sion in the consolidated case of Andrew J, Farmer, et a., embrace 
ing the following applications for identification as Miasiseipps 
Choc taws?. 


6149 
6156 
6156 
6151 
5624 
6168 
6157 


Andrew J, Farmer, et al., 
William Farmer, et al., 
Plorence Hudsion, et al., 
Thomaa N, Farmer, 
Verrion'A, Farmer, et al., 
Bunios Guymon, et al., 
Myrtle Hunt, 


ERE See 
aAagaaa 
WD > ho 


ie 
o 


These applications were made under the provision of the 
aot of Congress of June 28, ibve (30 State.) 495), which is ‘as 
follows: 


"Said Commission hall have authority to determine the 
identity of Cheeta Fe leg eleiming rights in the Choctaw 
- dands under article fourteen of the treaty between the United 
States and the Choctaw Nation; concluded Beptember twenty 
‘ seventh, sighteon hundred and thirty, and to‘thaf end may ad~ 
minister oaths: examine witnesses and perform '—il other acta * 
peces sary thorete;:and make report.to the Séoratary of the 
nterior", nm St at - * oe 





Said deeision eonoludes as folldws: | 





; we etait § Pog 
eae Let 
dre ai 


office, and that a€ tne “expiration ‘of paid Kies the papers in the 

ease, together with sueh arguments wid be: forwardsé to the Secre- 

tary of the Interior through the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 
Resepottuly: 


GIGNED), 


Registered. 








Vernon As Farmer, 
érapano: Okla. 
Dear Sir: 

You ure hereby, notified that sn the 13th day of Maroh, 1905, 
the Secretary of the Interior affirmed the decision of this Commis= 
sion refusing the application for identifieation as Miseissippi 
Chostaws of the several’ persons included in the cohsolidated dase 
of Andrew J. Parmer, @t al., of which decision you were advised by 
registered mail om the 14th day of January, 1903. 


Respegtfully, 


I ety 
i &aMLS Linky, 
Chairman. 
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rt, I.T, June 


Ym the matter o the xpplication of Fumes BR, Tayler for the 
» Bis ghildrem, and his brother end sister as 
Choctaws by Mpood) being duty vor by Acti ug Chairman Bixby, he 


testified. as follows : - F 
wether wei Reamined before the Comission, 
What is your namef A s EB. Taylor, 

Q@ What is- your 7 A ° 

@ ‘Where do you live? A I live in the Territory, Chickasaw 
Gountry, ; ‘ ‘ 

Q . At what point? Chickasha. 

{ Q 3m Chickasha your postoffice address? A Yes ,sir, 
Hew long bere you lived theré#? A. I have be-m there for 
the last 18: months. 

Q Where did you live before that? A I lived in the Ter= 
ritery before that near Velma, in the Chickasaw Nation. ‘ 

Q how. long did you live there? A I lived there about 6 
Q where did you live before that? A I jiv d near Minter~ 
ville, in the Chickasaw, Bation, ‘ 

4 How long did youlive there? A I lived there about three 
years, ‘ 

Q Where did you live before that? A In Texas, Gook cOunty, 

@ How long did you live there? A I movet to Texas when [I 
was three years old and lived there all my life, 

Q Where did you live for the first three years of yvour life 
A I was borm in Arkansas I dont know what county, 

Q You apply for ‘the enrollment of yourself and your three ming 
er children as octaw Indians by blood? A I want to make applie 
cation for a couple of orphan child’en of a brother and: siste es 

Q What proportion of Choctaw blood do you claim? A 16. 

Q What i@ the name of your xiwker father? A Willian aylor. 

Q Is'he living? A Ho,sér. : 

Q When did he die? A Last February, two years ago, 

Q Was he an Pitan or a white men? A. He claimed to be an 
Indian, ‘ 

Q What kind? A He claimed 1/8 Choctaw, 

A What is the name of your mother? A Her name was Nancy Hen~ 
r etta,. f ’ 

Q Is she living now? A WNO,sir she 4s dead, 

Q Was she a white woman? A. Yes,sir, 

Q Your fathers name never appeared upen any of the Ghoctaw 
tribal rolls ? A WNo,sir, a 
‘ ws He never was recognisged by the tribal authorities? A 

o,sir. 
- Q Does your name or any of your childrens a@ppear upon any of 
the Choctaw tribal rolls? A Wo, str. 

Q You alse spply for the enrollment as ¢itizehs by blood of 
two brothers? A a brother and a sister. 

iy Tyey @re-minorg, living with yo A Yeu,sir, they dent 
rag sab me, they live with my sister, tut I am the oldest one of 
@ family, -. ; 


eg¢ child r ? A Yes,sir, 


@es? A Jesse I think she is 





Q what are the names and ages of your children for whom you 
make Gpplication? A> Lecla she is 9, Ella Belle is 8, Willie is 
5 years old, - 
5 yoo zee Taylor and PearlTaylor are your brother and sister? 
8,8 Te \ ‘ 
Q. heir father and mother the same ag yours. A Yes,eir. 
Have they bem recognized by the Ghootaw tribal authorities 
as citizens? A We, sir. ; 
‘ wouter have never appeared upon any ef the @heetaw tribal rola 
2 * ' ; 
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ates an ont ae ton A No more 


% ve Yas that a 9 taw Indien; euthar: ei ebt A No, thoy never 
Mad te the: Srdtente 

ho Q, Do you dmow ao beg eenn over fade @pPlLicetion for then to 

the inditn authored ; ee never for thens 

ing @ , DAG they. or anyone ree tte “ae apriteoation for oitisenship 

; is thé Choctaw Nation in the year 1608 te wis Tom pedo y & Yoars Ages 


a: Git « ‘ 

Aa me you. ever make apylicatia fer ar ell £ er Tor your ‘ghitiven: . 
rik when you are.neéw appearing before this comission in ‘whe ye ar” 13896 
for Ait taonatiy inthe Choctaw satiai? A Ray sir, 

Q Did you ever make epplication fox yourself or "entideon to the 
Choctay tribal authorities far citigeahip? A. No, airy... 

Q Neither you nor amy of the mubera of yar faudly forwhan yau 
claim, or represent, in this apblisation, then have ever bea on. the. 
Choptar ~pibal Trelis, have never, ,beon armattye & te citigerienip by my 
of the tribal antharitias, hayen*+ betn ‘admitted to gitisenship py 
this Comiesicn, ati have never bom atmitted to citizenship by ‘a 
gieenentt of the United States dourt in the Dian Territory? A No, 

irs 
Q Have you béen ont of the Ghoctaw or Dhickasar Nation with tho 

Mast three yours? A Yeo, sir, I have been in the Chayemme dountsy 
part of the tim, t have made this my hates 

q Why vere “you thers? A Wy ohfidren are there with their 
ceenee in law, and I went up to. see them, they are going to school, up 

Tree 

@. Where are they poing to school? .A At Sagie School new Cen 
terbury. 

Q How longs ‘ave your chiltren bear going to school up there? 

A They have bean there for & years ‘now, ever sine ny wife died, 
they are:.ameail and I had they going to school. 

Q When is the last time you were up there in the Cheyenne dowstzy? 

& It has beeh tines or fon veeks: ago. 

Q How..long were you-vup there thet tim? A Iwas tires or four 
months »~ 

Q What. did you do when you rare. up there? A I was at work 
BOING» 

Q You stitd maintained a home dn the Territory? A Yes, ay I 
claimed this ab my Tome. 

q Did you have any meaner’ back here? ..A Mo, siry I asdf 
have any vroperty anywhere, I haven't 20%. any cronerty, * haven +, got 
amything at all; wy peoplo all live here and I sald this cy hom. 

i) How long before that was 1t you were up there? A I Was... 


oi tem two by three tines net yoar;.I-was putting tna wheat kinds rn 


Last murmiae and I- would go up there to sec the chijdren.. : 
Q.. Were you wp there Muritig the your 1888 berere that at ‘al 
Yas, pir, ‘TI was there then, my children tas thers thens >” 
What tine in Hay, 1898, were you uw there? A Tt was Stare in 


. ie month tte pA: se thereft A on verry 
es left shore. : ! 


You stayed there eombinidimiy? Aa Yes, ree 
nat you. deine bast time? AX wae working on the 


n mat + time: ada you: have any fe et: Yh Indten ecw . 


| in the the wet save Hethone? had wom Suttle 
a. rou dian may f = nir, I haven't ned 
:: we # 
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sim ot that.time yoid residence to be ie ak ak 
‘You maintain yow secidenoce there tn ki te 
X oladm wy thore becemme my, ohtharm,: 
was - : * Nee F005 cherie he 
po, Fore ond Ldeen in OkigitGina at the tim? A ‘Yargatey. 
ih ay, Mes cd in. Lewy Hea 
ma ey wore Xiying there’ o.1 durin: the year 169%? <A Yes, wiry 
they have been there for 2, youth. , 
. Bave ther betn taek inthe Indien Territory since you tock them i 
there tro: years acof A, YOR, site Rae rams Tare 
“Q.When? “A Mey. were back here in the ¢nickasm Hation ‘ives siee” os 


'e ’ ) Oy 

Q. That was the firat time they were back here’ since you ted: them: ey) 
dott I bellies that’ ia the first tings STN 

f° They were just back here on a visl® them? A” Yeu, sir, IT had 

Wisiness matters end brought them with mo. fi. J 

Do vou ramenber just what date in 1695 you toa them. up there, 

an: the. Cheyenne Country? &°. Tt wan in February, 1696, lost February 

@ Fears aro. 

Q What was the name of the mother of these children? A Marples 

0. Wak shesa white women? A Yes, site 

Q When did she def A She died 2 years ago. Taat Jenuary. 

@: Ig there any additional statement in rerard to yor Gass you © 
@esire to mate at this tine? A Nothing rere the I have som other 
evidence I wait to produce later on; IT have been taugit, that my 
father's «est srandfather was on tho roll, and I would 11ke to 
know ‘whether it fs or not, I understend if wav spn the roll af 1850, 

: have seen sone parties Liat asked the judce here and he went and 
BOKed« 

@ ‘Not on the roid of, 3830, we haven't those olf rolls, Where 
were you:married to Maciie Taylor? A I was married to her in Texab,y 
Montag cointy, at Bowtie. 

Q. Wen?. A 11 years aso, January 28 last. 

Q ‘Were you married under the Texas law? A Yen, BIR. 

0 Do you desire to offer your mrriare licenses and certificate mm 
evidenes? A. I haven't. then here with me, I can got theme 

Q Do you want to file then later? A If i@ 1s necessary, it 
woule not make any aifferetce. 

Q. You mist wee your orn judgment ahovt thate A Well F wilt 
do'that then if I-oan get then in tines 

Q Where did Jésse Faylor snd Pearl Taylor live aming this tin? 

A Duncan, IeTeg in the Chiokagaw Nation. 

Q How long have.they liye there? A They went there last winters 
they moved there to where they are living last winter, 
“Where aid they live before that? A Near Velma, in the Ohiek+ 
@sew Nations i 

@.Wnon. did they move theret “A. They care there 10 years. age); 
“Paat January. ’ ’ ee Re 

Q And they have Ad yed in: the Onickasar Nation conpimicusly for” 
ever tine yoars? ‘A Yes, sire: een 

Whey. havan't tived outside of tre dhickasaw Netion for the 
Nast three years? A Mo, sire CMe 
p Whe do he LYS 9 Lh ¥ fr ais tery Mres Bits he? c. ye 
@ Any papers whieh you may file with the Gonmigeion Bther Ais “aie: 
pence spat Holbert to-day will not receive ite consideration jn: 
ermining the, application of yourself and your miner children: 
We thet wid Sister for enrollment as. a citizen by biodd of the’. 
Maia tow Katdon, but will be forwarded, together with the regard, 
Nt ip Onn, to the Honarsble Bactetary of the Intorior for iis apne 
; ération when the fital rolle of the gitizens Qf.the Ghootaw Nets 
gent to hin for final approval, Are there 
wire to. file with the Gonmiesion at this tine?) . 
. en ae ony gh of <o meni 
e + Jackinern, o - Stallings, * 
amd identified ae ¢xhipite AsBy Oy Dy: a Aree 
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Department of the Interior. 
Commissien te the Five Civiliged Tribes. 
Muskogee, I.-T., May'20, 1902, 


MWC - 6626 « 


In the matter pf the application ef James FE, Tayler fer 
identification of himself and his three Miner children, Lela Tayler, 
Ella Belle Tayler; Willie Tayler, and his miner brother and sister, 
Jesee Taylor amt Pearl Taylor, as Misaieaipps Chectaws. 


S. Heard is attorney of record. fer applicants, 


James KE, Taylor, after being duly Sworn, testifiedas 
follows: 


Examinatton by the Commissién. 


What is your namie? A. Janes B. Taylor. 
Hew old are you? A, TY ‘am thirty-three years eld. 
Hew much Choctaw bloed deyou élaim A. One-sixteenth. 
What.ie your pest office Address? A, Bradley, Ina, ‘Ter. 
- How Long have you lived thera? A. About a yearé 
+ How long have you lived there in the Indian T itory? Ag I 
have been in the Territery about 14 years, 
+ Were did you live hefére that? A In Texas, 
How long did you live in Texas? A, I was raised in Texas. 
Q. Were you born in Texas’ A. I was dorh in Arkansas and went te 
Texas when I was three years o14, 
Qs Have you lived in § pep all the time until yeu gane te Indian 
Tervitery? A. I lived in the Cheyenne comtry awhile, in 
Oklahoma. aie + et” 
Is:your fatiwr living? A. No, pir. . 
wiee was bis. name? AY bias Peter, 
How old wuld’he be if 2 new? A, Over sixty years old. 
Is your meter living? A, : by. BAY» 
‘What was her name? Ay Naney paylory 
Hoy oat weuld she. be if living new’ A. Betwean 40 and fo years 
eld, } ; 2 
Threugh which parent de ‘@laim.Cheotaw.bloed? A, Wy father, 
Were yor father and mother legally married? A. I suppese se. 
kanwas, 


_ Wherewere. they married? Ay, In 








Were they married under a ldoen we? A. Yes, sir. 
Have you their marriage liecsise with you?,.A, Ne, sin 


It will be necessary fer you te file proef of their marriage 
with the Cemmissien;. the erifi@al license or a certified copy. 
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Can you file the license or a cepy? A. Ne, I Garnet deo that; 
can't I preve the marriage by witnesses whesaw the marriage? 

You may prove it in tmt way; three tnesses whe were present 
at the mrriage can give testimony to that faet. Tha’ will 
be sufficient proef of the marriage. A. I can preve it by 
witnesses. 

Are you married? A, Yes, rir, TI have heen, my wife is dead, 

What was her name? A, wacrie Tayler. 

Was ste 2 white woman? A, Yes, sir, 

De ou make any claim fer her? A. No, sir, 

Have you any children yeu desire to make application for? A, I 
have three. 

Give their names and ages? A, Lela Tayler, 11 wars eld. 

Bila Belle Tayler---what is the name of th next? A, Ella 
Belle »aylor, 

How old is she? A. Ten years old, 

The next one A Willde Tayler, six years old. 

Ts that all? A. Thet is all ef my own; I have two miner children 
with me, my brether and sister, I want te make applicatien 
fer. 

Are their father and mother living? A No, air. 

They live with yeu and in --our charge? A. I am the oldest one 
over them, and I made application fer them at Celbert. 

What are their names,and ages? A. Jospe Payler is eighteen years 
old. He 18 17 or 18, I don't know his age exactly. 

The ether ene” A. Pearl Taylor, she is feurteen years old. 

Are they full brother andsister of yours? A. Yes, sir. 

Same father and motheras yeu had? A. yes, sir. 

And they derive their Choctaw bloed frem the seurce you do? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Phe three children ef yeurs are your children by our wifeNareie 
Tayler whe is neg dead? A. Yes, sir. 

And you are their father? A. Yes, sir. 

Was your father ever recegnized in any way or enrelledas a 
citizen of the Choctaw Watien by the Choctaw tribal authori- 
ties er the United Statesa uthorities in Indian Territory? 

A. No, sir, 

Is yeur name or the names of any of yo“r minor children or the 
names ef yeur minor brether andsister on any of the tribal 
wolis ef the Choctaw Wation in Indian Territery? A, No, sir. 

Did yeu er any ene fer yeu er eur miner children er yeur miner 
brether and sister ever make applicatien to the Choct aw tribal 
authorities to be enrolled as members of the Choctaw tribe 
of Indians in Indian Territery® A, No, sir. 

Did you or any one fer you er your miner children or yeur 

minor bretler and sister ever make application fer citizen- 
ship in the Chectew ration te the Cemmisaien te the Five Civil- 
ized Tribes under the aet of Congress ef June 10, 18967 A. 

No, sir, 

Q Have you er your miner children or yeur miner brether am sis- 
ter ever been admitted te citizen sh in the Chectaw Natien 
by the Cormissien te the Five Civilfged Tribes er the United 
States ceurt in Indian Territery? A, Ne, sir, 

Q. Hare you ever made applicatien prior te this time fer the en- 
rollment of yourself « c aire nd v9 mir : ca Re 
Sister as citize s of the “hocta w wation eithr te the Chee- 
taw autherities or te the United States autherities in Indian 
Territery? A. Yes, sir, I made applicatien at Celbert, Indian 
Territory, ; 
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The recerds in the possession ef the Commissien shew 
that June 21, 1900, James ". Tayler appeared at Celbert, Indian 
Territory, and applied for the enreliment of himself anid his miner 
children, Lela, Ella Belle, md Willie rayler,, and his minor 
brothr andisister, yeswe and Pearl rayler, as Zitizens by bloed ef 
the Choctaw Nation. 


Q. Do you desire the record made at Colbert, Indian Territery, te 
be made a part ef the recerd in this prese§t application fer 
identification as a Missiseippi Chectaw A Yes, sir, 

Q. Do you make your claim for the identification of yeurself and 
miner children and your minor brother: and sister as Mississip 
pi Sm ig under article feurteen of the treaty of 18307 
A. Yes, sir. 


This treaty was made between the United Sta&es govern- 
ment and the Choctaw Indians at a place in Mississippi called 
Dancing Rabbit Creek. At that time the Chetaw Natien occupisd a 
portion of the state of Mississippi anda small pertien of the 
state of Alabama. The object of the treaty was to remove the 
Chectaw Indians as faras possibleWMiie/the eid Choctaw nation in 
Indian Territory onthe Choctaw ywation in Mississippi and Alabama, 
put before the treaty was signed it became known that a great many 
Choctaw Indians woulda refuse to ge, and in order te pretect the 
interests of t hose whe remained in the old Choctaw ,ation article 
fourteen was drawn up 2nd put into the treaty of 1830, 


Article fourteen isas follows: 


"Each Choctaw head ofa family being desirous to remain 
and become a citizen o f the States shall be permitted to do se by 
signifying his intention to the Agent within six months from the 
ratification of thés treaty, sand he or she shall thereupon be en- 
titled toa reservation of one section of six hundred and ferty 
acres of land to be bounded by .eotional lines of survey; in like 
manner shall be entitled te gta that quantity for each unmar- 
riedchildwhich is living with him over ten years of age and a 
quarter section to such ehild as may be under ten years ef age, te 
adjoin th lecation ef the parent. If they reside upen gaid janis 
intending to teceme citizens of the States for five years after 
the ratifieation of this treaty, in that case a grant in fee simple 
shall issue. Said reseryation shall inolfide the present improvs- 
ment of the wad of the Mamily or a portion ef it. ‘Persons whe 
chim under thisartiole shall net lose the privilege efa Chectaw 
citizen hut if they ever remove are net to be entitled te any 
pertion of the Choctaw annuspy ." 





That article required that in case a Chectaw Ini ian want- 

ed te stay in Mississippi aftert he treaty ef 18350 was ratified 

he must go te the Gevernmant agnt and signify his intention te 

stay, take lands 4nd tecome citizens of the states, arid he had. 

te do this within six months after the treaty was ratdfied. Ald 

whe thus complied with the article were allewed & section ef land 

for the head of the family, a half section fereach child ever ten 

years oldanda quarter section of land to each child wii er be wa 
years old, living withthe parent. The last clause reads as ollews = 
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Persons whe cleim under this article shall net lese the prayicege 
eof a Choctaw citizen, but if they ¢ver remeys aré not te be enti- 
tied to any portion of the Choctaw annuity," © This annuity wae 

“meney paid the Choctaw [Indians fer: each year for awhile, and thie 
clausé meant that if & Choctaw ever mioved he should net lese the 
privileges of Choctaw oitizen but he weuld forfeit ‘thericht te 
any of this money paymaié. 


Is this the article under which geu claim? A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Give me the mame of your Choctaw ancestor whélived in Mississl p- 
pi and was the head ef a family: at the time this treaty was 

mate? A, Annie Gonnel. Fliza Capper's name is on thie 
roll, too, they say, 

What relation was Annie Cornel to you A, My great-grandmother, 

You derive your Choctaw blood from William Taylor? A, Yes, sir, 

Which parent did he get hia Choctaw bllood from? A, His mother, 

What was hér name? A, Lou Connel, or Louisa Cennel,. 

Whom did Louisa Cennel get her Choctaw blood from A, From 
Annie Gennel, 

What was Annie Connel's maiden name? A. Annie Cooper. 

Was Annie. Connel married and the head of a family in Mississippi 
in 1830? A. I don't know. She might have been, and I guess 
she was, 

Was she a racognized member of the Croctaw Tribe of Indians at 
that t ime? A, I cannot say, 

Did she comply or attempt to comply with any of the provisions 
of article 14 of the treaty of 18307 A. 1 dont know, 

Q Pid she own imprevements on lands situated in the eld Chootaw 
Nation? A. don,t know. 

Q. Did any ef yeur,Choctaw ancestors, or Annie Connel, move with 
the other Indians when the main portien ef them moved from 
the old Choctaw wation to the Choctaw wation in Indian Terri- 
tery between 1833 and 1838? A, I heard they did, 

Which onea moved" A, Annie Connell. 

. Was your mother with your graat-grandmother, or was your grande 
mother with your great-grandmotie rvhen they moved? A, I 
think she was, 3 

It is your family histrery, then, that your great-grandméther 
moved to the Choctaw ation Indian verritery at the time the 
main portion ef the Choctaw Indians left Mississippi between 
1833 and 18387 A. I have always hard so ’” 

Did they retarnto Mississippi later Ae I gannet say where 
they located. 

. De you know whether any of your Choctaw anw stors went before 
the government. agent in Mississippi within six months after 
the treaty of.1630' was ratified, whichwas on the 24th day of 
February, 1831, and netify him they they wantedto stay there, 
take lands and Ww ceme citizens of the States? A. I don,t know, 


According to the provisions of artiole fourtem of the 
treaty of 18350 those Choctaw Indians whe elected te remain in the 
old Choctaw ,ation were rewuired te gowithin six months from the 
ratifim tion ef the treaty of 1830 to the United Statea Indian 
Agent and tell him they desired to stay, take lands and become 





citizens of the States, The records show that this man, Col. Ward, 
failed te recordall the names of those who appeared tw fore him 

te cemply with those requirements, and in consequence ef his 
neglest' te place all their names upen his list, many of them lest 
beth t heir land and imprevements, which the government t oek from t 
themand sold, Thies caused so many complaints that it finally 
reashed congress, and in 1857 a cermissien was appeinted by cen- 
eréss te gete Missiesi ppi and war claimants under article feur- 
teen ef the treaty ef 1650, In 1642 anetier commission was alse 
appeinted fe r the sam purpese, The act ef 1842 previded that 





if a Ghectaw Indian should prove that he md attempted te comply 
with tHe provisions oferticie 14 and. had Wed lands taken from him 
by thé government and se@ld.that he should have certificate which 
entitléd him te selséct ianis in Missisaippi, Alahama, Louisiana or 
Arkamas to take the place. ef those which the government had taken 
from him.. These certafic¢ated were called sertp. 


Q. Did any of y our anoesters appear before cither of these com- 

missions and apply fer benefits under article fourteen ef 
the treaty of 1830? A. I donst know. 

Did yeu say that -your ancetors who came here ever went tm ck? 
A. I think they retirned te Tennessee and siabama.Missied ppi, 

Did any of them ever receive aly sorip frem the government fer 
lands that had teen taken frem them and seld? A. Net that I 

ew of, 

Did the y ever receive any land from the United States governmest 
which entitled them to hold as Choctaw Indians? A, Not that 
I know of, 

Have you any witness yeuwant te introduce tefore tle cemiisssion? 
A, I have one, Tebias Mdwards williappear for us. 

Have you any relatives who have been befere the Cenmissien to 
be identifiedas Mississippi Choctawa? A, Jesse i. Taylor is my 
uncle; he has just appeared, I have three brothers alae, 
Gus Tayler, Jeseph D, Tayler, and Allie B. Taylor. 


Reference is t# re mde te MC R 642, Joseph D. Tayler; 
MCR 643 Gus Tayler; MC-R 644, Allie ,mylet, fer the purpese 
of consolidation, 


You desirs your application considered with your unclets and 
your brothers', andall who claim from the game ancestor te 
be combibed in one? A, Yes, sir, 

Do . ou speak or understand the Choctaw language? A. No, sir. 

Is there any other statement yeu wish to make at this time? A 
No, sir. 

Do y ou wish any time in which to present other testimony? A. 
Yes, sir, 


Thirty daysewill be allowed yeu for that purpose, 


This applicant ms * he app 3ranceand physical charac- 
teristia of being descerided fromwhite mrents; he Ms brow hair, 
erayish blue eyes, and medium fair cemplcxien. He has no kmowledge 
ef any compliance on the Bue of his ancestors with any of the 
previsions ofarticle 14 of tle treaty sf 1830, 
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a < es é “ke é « 
as stenographer to the Commission to..the Five Cid lized Tribes 
reperted the f oregeing prastetee en yay 20, 1902; and that the 
forsgeifig tea true and cerraet tramcript of his stenegraphic 


notes in sane, te the best eB his knowledge eae rs, 
yor ( Hf fi Se 


Subseribed ands worn t@ te,fera me this 29th day of May, 1902. 


Alin DA N17 wage 


Netary Public. 








In the matter of the plication of James 8. Tayler for 
the identifiecatien ef himself and his three minor ehildren,. 


: James A. Taylor being sworn as a witness testified as fol- 
ows: 


Rxamination by the Commission: 


What is your name? A James A, Taylor, 
Hew o14? A . Fifty-four. 
Where de you live? A Dunean, 
Are you in a, Ay related to James BR, Taylor whe is an appli- 
gant before this ssien for identi rieation aS @ Mississippi 
Cheetaw; what relation exists? A I om his unele, 
Did you know his mother and father? A Yes sir, 
What were their names? A Wihliiem Taylor, and Waney Taylor. 
Were you present at iy marriage? A Yes sir, 
When and where were ‘married A They were married in 
‘55, in Lewrence County, Arkansas. 

A Married by a 


r @& marriage license? A Ne, they didn't have iicense at 
that time in Arkansas. te ust married them and took the mar- 
riage certificate and recor. ed it. That's the way they dene all 
the rest and I guess that's the way they did, 


Vitness excused, 


Q 
9 
q 
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stenographer to the Bees et ps fis Five Bavihinca HOR 2, theta 





ported ¢ On the 20th 





of 1902 that the abeve and ig a full, true 
a becrent transcript of his stemagraphis abies abou tn sala 
cause on said date, Leif lOUilEe — 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 2 > day of May, 1902, 


Seeeemmeenmaal 


hates LM aeoege 
Metary Public, 





Department ef the Interior, 
Commissien te the Five ay ieinee Tribes. 
Muskogee, I. T., May + 1908, 
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In the matter ef the lieation ef James B, Tayler fer 
the identification ef himself and hig three minor children. 


. James A, Taylor being sworn as a witness testified as fol- 
ows: 


Ruamination by the Gommission: 


fe 


an. 
way rela te James EB. Taylor whe is an sepii- 
ss Commins or identification as a Mississippi 
st A I em his unele,. 

r ears a _ iy pl . — Yes sir, 
name oa Tayler, and Nanay Tayler. 
at their marriage? A Yee sir. 

} were they married’ A They were married in 
enee County, Arkansas. 
& minister and under a license? A Married by « 


’ ade Livexset A We, they didn't have license at 

i in Art . He just merrieg them ang the mare 
| and recorded That's the way Wéne all _; 

rest an guess that's the way they aid. 

Witnens ameused. 
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, Sabworibed and sworn to before me this 3" amy of hay, 1902, | = 
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In the matter ef the application of Juanes B, Tayler fer 
the identi? @n of hineelf and his three minor children, 


Jomsy A, Taylor being sworn as a witness testified as fol- 


lows! 


Rxanination hy the Comuission! 


What is yew. nemo? A’ James A. Taylor, 
rs ON » 
related gf yr * Pinkett who ah ys —. 
ssien on € On as & Ssi8 Pp 
fen existe? A age gt tapes Pood “ 
and father? A ‘Yes sir, 


ber eo Tayler, and Naney Taylor. 


A. WY sir, 
ae, A They were married in 
@Ricense? A Married by « 


License? A Wo they didn't have Tieenss at 
‘o He gu jaarriod mand tecok the mare 
o Bhat's the way they dene all 

‘9 the way they d14, 














COMMISSION TO THE FIVR CIVILIZED TREBRS. 
In the matter of the application of James X, Taylor, for the 
enrollment of himself, his children, ad his brether and sister as 
citizens by blood of fe Chootaw Nation. 


et ow ow eel ee a 


The applicant, James BE, Taylor, apreared before the Commission 
at Colbert, Indian Territory, June 21, 1900, and there made applicae 
tion for the enrollment of himself, his children, tela, Mila BR, ana. 
Willie Taylor, and his brother anf sister, Jesse and Pearl Taylor, 
as citizens by bloed of the Choetaw Nation, 

It appears from the evidence in this one, that the names of the 
applicants have never been on any of the rolls of the Choctaw nation; 
and that the applicants have never been admitted to citizenship in 
the Choctaw vation by either the constituted authorities of the Chee- 
taw Wation, or by the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes, age 
ting under the act of Congress of June 19, 1396, or by the United 
States Courts in the Indian Territory on appeal from the decision 
of the tribal authorities or the decision of the Commission, 

It also appearn from the evidence that the applicant, Janes Kk, 
taylor, and his children, Lele, Blla n., and Villie Taylor, had not 
removed to the Indian Territory in compliance with the act of Tune 
28, 42898, (Curtis 5111), which provides: 


"No person shall be enrolled who has not heretofore removed to and 
in good faith settled in the vation in which he olaime citizenship, ® 


The appligation of James ™, Taylor for the enrollment of himself 


and children, Lela, Mlla BR, and Willie Taylor, and brother and sige 


tor, Tesse and Pearl Taylor, os citizens hy blood of the Choctaw Nee 


tion, is therefore hereby refused, 


RY THR CONMISSI 








Acting Chairman, 


Muskogee, Indian ‘'erritory, Out. i » 1900, 








M.C.R. 5625. 


wuskogee, Indian Territory, February 14, 1903, 


James EB. Taylor, 

Bradley, Yndian Territory. 
Dear Sir: ' 

You are hereby advised that on the 14th day of February 
1903, the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes rendered‘a deoi- 
sion in the consolidated case of James A. Taylor, et al., embrac- 
ing the following applications -for identifieation as Missinsipps 
Choctaws: 


James A. Taylor, et al., M.G.R. 436 
Joseph Davis Taylor, et al., M.0.R. 642 
Gus Taylor, M.C.R. 643 
Allie Taylor M.C.R. 644 
James E. Taylor, et al., M.O.R. 9625 
Jesse M. Tayler, MoC.R. 5626 
Odis rere et al. ¥.C.R. 5627 
Carrie Taylor, et al., HeG.R. 5628 
Henry Taylor, HeC.R. 5859 
Luella-E. Fuller, et al., MeC.R. 5860 
Rebert T. Taylor, et al., M.O.R. 5861, 


These @pplieations were made under the prevision of the 
act of Congress approved June 28, 1898 (30 Stats., 495) which is 
as follows: 


“Said Commission shall have authority te determine 
the identity of Choctaw Indians claiming r & in the 
Choetaw lands under article fourteen of the ty be- 
tween the United States and the Choctaw Nation con- 
cluded September twenty~seventh, cighteen hi ed and 

7, a ¥ Mnister oaths, examine 





‘ ‘ ng iy 
witnesses) end perferm all ‘ects necessary there- 


to and @ report to the Se¢ ary of the Interior." 





Said decision concludes as follows: 


"It is therefore the opinion of this Cormission that 
evidence herein is insufficient to determine the identity of James 
A. Taylor, Wm. KE. Taylor, Jesse Taylor, Joseph Taylor, Narvey 
Taylor, Osear Taylor, Arthur Bert Taylor, Charles Elbert Taylor, 
Joseph Davis Taylor, Johnnie Columbus Taylor, Benjamin Pranklin 
Taylor, Joseph Ople Taylor, Gus Taylor, Allie Taylor, Janes EF, 
Taylor, Lela Taylor, Rlla Belle favior, Willie Taylor, Jesse 
Taylor (2), Pearl Taylor, Jesse ¥. Tay or, James Walter Taylor, 
Emma Taylor, Clara Taylor, Ludie Taylor, Alvin Taylor, Ledford 
Taylor, Odis Ardrey, Lee Ardrey, Lena Ardrey, May Ardreyv, Arlus 
Ardrey, Carrie Taylor, Lula raylor, Delbert Taylor, Henry Taylor, 
Luella FE. Fuller, Ruby L. Fuller, reland Fuller, Orbra ¢, Fuller, 
Robert T, Taylor, Herbert Taylor, Roy C. Taylor and William R, 
Taylor, as Choctaw Indians entitled to rights in the Choctaw lands 
under the provisions of said article fourteen of the treaty of 
eighteen hundred and thirty, and that the applications for their 
identifie:tion as such should be refused, and it is so ordered. 

It is the further Opinion of this Commission that under 
the provision of law above quoted, no person is entitled to iden- 
tification ag a Mississippi Choctaw by marriage, and that the ap- 
Plications made by James A. Taylor for the identification of his 
wife, Eugenia Taylor; by Ameriea Tavlor for the identifieation of 
of herself; and by Robert T. Taylor for the identification of his 
wife, Lillie Taylor, as intermarried Mississippi Chostaws, should, 
therefore, be refused, and it is so ordered, * 


You are rurther advised that you will be allowed fifteen 
days from the date hereof within which to file arguments in this 
office, and that at the expiration of said time the papers in the 
case together with such arguments will be forwarded to the Seore- 
tary of the Interior through the Cormissioner of Indian Affairs, 


Respectfully, 


he 
o BAs5 





Acting Chairman, 


Registered. 





James H, Taylor, 


Bradley; Indian Territory, 


Dear Sir: 


You are hereby notified that the Secretary of the 
Interior on February 12, 1907, affirmea the, degision of the 
Commission to the Pive Civilized Tribes of February 14, 1903, 
refusing to identify as Mississippi Chootaws the several 


applicants in the consolidated case of James A. Taylor et al, 


Respectfully, 


Commissioner. 
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M O’+ 5626 - 
Senko knee 


Inthe matter ef the application -ef Jesse M. Tayler fer 
identifioation of himself and his six miner. ehildér James Walter 
Tayler, Bums Tayler, Clara Tayler, Yudie Tayler, Alyin Tayler and 
Ledferd Tayler, as Misissippi Chectawa. 


5. Heard is atterney ef recerd fer applicants. 


Jesse M, Tayler, after being duly swern, testified as 
fellews: 


Examination by the Cemmiasi en. 


What is yeur neme? A. Jesse M. Tayler. 
How old are you? A. I am ferty-three years eld, 
How mich Chectaw bleel de yeu claim? A. I claim one-eighth. 
What is.yeur pest-effice? A. Bradley, Ind, Ter. 
Hew leng have yeu lived there A. Ever sinee the fir st ef last 
year. 
Hew leng have yeu lived in India Territery? A, Since 1886. 
wearer did yeu live prier te coming te Indian Territery? A. In 
v Oxas. 4 7 7 r 
Where were yeu bern A. I was bern in uinaburs v 
Did you ge frem Missourd te Texas? A, Ne, fitet lived in Ark- 
ansas and then mevedte Texas, and then te: Indian Territery 
Did yeu ever live in Mies 47 A, Wo, air, .. 
is yeur father living? A. Me, sir. 
Mhe was Ris nene? A, Jamen Tayler, : j | 
Hew e2@ would hee if Iivin smew?) A, Between 865 and 90. 
Is your mother living? A, ‘Ne, sire gate «3 
How ‘eld weld tea BE living new? A. I egntiet’ tell yeu exact- 


ly--between » 


= 





ery was your father =o Bi us lye tae Wiscdaes 

yeu w where yeur mether waa he ‘Ay In siasipp!i. 

De. Feu Stain thrwugh yeur mother? A, Yes, sir. 

Hew much Cheo' bleed di@ dhe have? A. One-feurth. 

Are yeu married? A. Yes, sir, Re 

What is the name ef your wife? A. Mellie Tayler, , 

Te she a white wemen’? A, Be, sir, She has abeut one-eight ef 
Indian Dbleod, but I doen't claim’ fer her. 





Q. What Indian bleod deem your wife claim? A. Cheotaw. 

Q What other blood? A, White blood. 

Q. When and Where were you married te your wife? A, I wag, married 
to her 4n the Chickasaw yatien in Pe » 1 888. 

Q. Were you married under United States law? A. Yea, sir, 

Q. Were you mrried under a regular License? A, I was married 
under the Texas law, I was rgb | in Indian Territery, but 
warried on the ether side of the line in Texas, SENS, 

By aA: regular marriage license. As Yes, sir, 

Have yeu any children yeu want te make applicatien fer’ A. 
Yes, sir, I have six children. 

Gige me the name ef your oldest ohild? A. James Walter vYaylor, 

How eld te he? A, He 4a thirteen years eld. 

The next one? .A, Emm fayler, 

Hew 01d is Einma’? A, She is eleven. 

Next? A . Clara, 

How 14? A, Mine years old. 

Next. one? A. Ludie,. 

How old is Ludie’ A. She is five years old. 

Q. Next? A. Alvin yaylor. 

Q Hew eld? A. He is three years old. 

Q The mxt one? A, Ledford Tayler. 

Q. How old is he? One year eld. 

Q. Is this erie a boy? A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Have yeu a cepy of your marriage license with you? A. Ne, sir, 


It will be necessary for this proef te be supplied. If you 
ave net the eriginal license you may file a certified oepy ef it. 


Q. Has yeur metipr ever teen recognized in any manner or enrelled 
asa citizen of the Chectaw ,ation either by the Chectaw 
tribal autherities or by the United States authorities in 
Indian Terrditery? A. I don't knew, When the Indians moved 
she cam t@ this country with her father and mother and set- 
tled on Red River and stayed tere three or feu years, then 
they moved back. She made two trips, and the last time she 
meved te Tennessee and ated there grandmother died. I don't 
knew, whether my mother was ever enrolled or net, but they 
moved tere with the Indians. 

Is yeur name or the names of yeur children to be found upon any 
of the tribal rells ef the Choctaw watien in Indian Territery? 
A. Ne, I have never aplied. 

Did any one ever make application fer the enrellment of y ours 
and your children's name@ upon the tribal relis ef the Chectaw 
Nation? A, I empleyed Judge parker, a Chectaw lawyer, in 

‘1890, but I den,t knew whether he ever mde our applications 
er net. He said he knew where my ancesters lived and ceuld 
have us enrolled, but I don't know whether he did it er not. 

Did you ever make application in pergen te the Commission te the 





Five Civilized: Tribes fer the enroliment ef yourself and yeur 

oni iLarer ASG Gee G dy rire tee) at. : ‘ye 4 tae 
10, 1896? A. No sir, " 

Hay yeu er any ef your children ever been admitted te Chectaw 
citizenship either by the Choctaw tritml au@herities or the 
Commissaien te the Five Civilized tribes er the United States 
Ceurt in Indian Territery? A. Ne, sir. 

Have yeu ever applied prier to this t ime fer citizenship fer 
yourself and children either te the Chectaw autherities er te 
the Cemmissien te the Five Civilized tribes, te be admitted 
as citizens ef the Choctaw ywation?:A. I have applied te the 


Dawee Commissien, 





o3- 


Qe Wien and where did you make applipation te the Dawes Commise@ien? 
‘0 Ag It was at Atoka, abeut September, two er three years age, 

Q. Three yearsage weuld have been in 1899? Ae I think it was 

three years ages 

Qs Did they examine you then undr oath? A. Yes, but I think he 
just asked me if the mames of my mother and father were upon 
the Sibel rells. Theysaid theywere net, and then he told me 
te st ) aside, 

Q. Whowe s' the Cemaissioner in charge at the time yeu made that ap- 
plication? A. Judge McKennen, 

Q..And he’refused yeu? A. Yes, sir, and told me to standa side, 

Q. Did you make.a subsequent appearance befere the Cemmissien’ 
A, You, sir. J appeared at Celbert. 

Q. At Colbert you made application fer yeurself, yeur wife, Mellie 
A. Yaylor, and.your children? A. Ne, I 444 net apply fer my 
wife, -I made application for myself and children. 


The. recerds in the péessession of the Commissien show 
that Jesse Xu, Taylor appeared befere the Cemmissien at Colbert, 
Indian Territery, on: Jume 21, 1900, and there made applicatien for 
the enrollment of himself and his five miner children, James W., 
Emma, Clara, Leuisa, and Alvin rayler, as citizens by bleed, and 
for the enteliment of his wife, Mollie A Tayler, as a citizen by 
intermarriage. Thereserd further shows that en'May 9, 1902, the 
Cenmmissien rendered a decisien adversely te the applicants, a copy 
ef which decisionwas mailed sen the same day to the principal 
applicant, Jege¢ xX. Tayler, @&hé atterney for the Chectaw and Chiok- 
agsew Jations; and that on the same day, May 9, 1902, the recerd in 
this case was forwarded te the Secretary of the Interier for final 
review, 


Q. Have you er yeur children been admitted te citizenship in the 
Cheoataw ywatien by the Chectaw tribal authorities or the United 
States autherities in Indian Territery? A..Ne, sir. 

Q. Do you ap pear before the Commission at thist ime for the pur= 
pose of claiming a share in the Choctaw lands in Indian Terri- 
tory under the provisiens af artiole feurteen o f the treaty 
ed 1830? A, Yes, sir. 


The treaty of 1850 was made at a place in Missisad Ppt at 
aplace ealled pancing rabbit Creek, on the 27th day ef September, 
1830, ‘between the United States government and the Choctaw Indians. 


The Choctaw watien at that time egeupied a portion 6f the Stateor 
Mississippi anda email portion ef the State, ef Alabama, The object 
ofthe treaty was te remove the Choctaw Indians frem that old 
Checta w wation to the Indian Territory, to the new country. But 

it was learned that a great m Chectaw Indians deelined te leave 
the old Natien and come te the Indian rerritery, se. article f our- 





teen was drawn up and put inte the treaty in erder te protect the 


Article feurteen reads as folews: 


"Zach Choctaw head of a family being desireus te remain 
and become a oitiszen of the States shall be permitted te de se by 
signifying his. intentien to the Agent within six months from tle 
ratification ef this treaty, and he or she shall thereupon’ be en- 
titled te a reservation of one seatien of six hundred and ferty 
acres of land te be bounded by sectional jines of survey; in like 





ole 

manner nce pete enfitled te one halfthat quantity fer each unmar- 
ried@hild whichis living with him over ten years ef age and a 
Quarter section to such ohild as be under ten years of age, to 

oan the leoation ef the parent, If they reside Upon sald lenis 
inten 4@ become citisens ef the States fer five years after 
th® Patifioation ef this treaty, tn that case a grant in sl rg 
shall igaye, Said reservation shall include the present ove- 
menh:@f the head ef t he: fam or @ portion ef it. Persons whe 
claim under this artiole shall not lowe the privilege of a Choctaw 
oitigen but if they ever remove are not te be entitled te any por- 
tion ef the Chectaw annuity: ”* 


That article required that in case a Choctaw elected te 
remain in the old Choctaw ywation he should within six months after 
the 24th of February, 1831, the date the treaty was ratified, ge 
te the United States Indian Agent, who wa s leeated there in Mise 
sissippi and tell him that he wantes te stay, take lands and become 
& citizen of the States. In that case a section-of land would be 
given to each head of a family, a half section te éach. unmarried 
child ever ten years of age, and a quarter section te each child 
under ten years of age, to adjoin the homestead of the parent. 
The: last clause isas follows: "Persons whe claim under thie arti- 
cle similnot lese the privilege of a Choctaw citizen, but if they 
ever removes are not to be entitled to ahy pertien of the Choctaw 
amuity". This annuity was money paid each year for a whisle to 
the Chectaw Indians, and this clause simply meant if they ever 
left the Nation they should not receive any ef it, but they would 
net ferfeit the rights of a Choctaw citizen, That now ids the ar 
ticle under which the Co:migsion is hearing applications as Mis- 
Bissippi Chectaws, 


Qe What is the mame of) our ancestor whe lived in Mississi:pi at 
the time that treaty was made Ae Annie Connel, 

Q. Wasp she living in “ississippi and the head of a family at the 
time this treaty was made’? A. Yes, sir,And she moved te the 
Indian Territery with them, is all I kmow, 

Q. Do you know whetler she or any other of your ancestors omed 
any lands or improvements on lands in the state of Misri ssi ppi 
A. I den8t Know, 

Q. Did any of your Chectaw. ancestors meve te the Chectaw VNatien 
Indian Territery with the other Indians whe moved between 
1833 and 1838 and 1640? A. My grandmother did; she moved 
down. near Red River in 1833, 

Qe Did your mether move there with her mother? A. Yes, sir. 

Q Yeur mother was not married at that time? A, No, she was a 
small girl, Pet 

Q- Did your mether continue te reside in the Chec‘+taw wation? A, 
No, sir. My grandfather. was dissatisfied andthey moved back 
te Tennessee where grandmother died, 

Q. Did your father ever live. in Indian Torritery? A. My father was 
an Irighman and he would net come here. 

Q. I feds r at #' ‘ 


adc) ~ 





went back te mennessee, and y our 
mother married there an 4 continued te reside there until 
yeur grandmother's death? A, Yes, sir. 

Qe Then, where did your moter ge? A, After she married she went 
to Missouri, then te Arkansas, then te Texas, and my mother 
died in Texas, 


and stayed while and then 





Q. After they moved te Indim Territery with the ether Indians did 
they ever go back te Mississippi again? A. I dont know, 

Q- Bo yeu know whether any of yeur Choctaw ancesters ever re- 
ceived any lands frem the United States gevernment as Choctaw 
Infians under the treaty ef 1830? A, I don,t knew, 


Q. Do you know whether any of them received any lands under this 
article I have read, article 14? A. I do not, 

Q. If they ever received any lands or had any lands there when 
the treaty was ratified, thy meved away to Indian rerritery 
and di net stay, did they A. Ys, they moved. 

And if they ever moved back you den:t know anything about it? 
A. No, sir, 

You have never heard or know of any of them receiving any 
lands from the Gevernment under article 14 ef the treaty ef 
1830, have you? A. No, sir, 


According to the provisions of article fourteen of the 
treaty of 1830 all these Choctaw Indians who remained in Missise- 
ippi after the treaty was ratified were required, if they desired 
to take advantage of those provisions, to go within six months 
after th: treatywas ratified to the Government agent and tell 
him they wanted to stay, take lands and hecome citizens of the 
States. Allwho did this were to have their names placed upon a 
list made up by this agent, but a great many who went before 
Col. Ward, the g evernment agent, were not Placed upen his list 
knownas Ward's Register, and because of his neglect te so place 
their names on his register many of them lest their land and 
improvements. The government teek them frem tiem and seld it at 
its publie sales. This caused se many complaints that it finally 
reached cengress, and in 1837 a commissien was appeinted by cen- 
gress which went t e Mississippi and heard claimants umfer the 
provisions ofarticle 14 ef the treaty ef 1830 In 1842 anothr 
cemmisd onwas appeinted by congress for the same purpese. And by 
the act of August 23, 1842, where it appeared that a Choctaw In- 
dian living in Missis@ippi had lest lands in that way he was 
givena certificatewhich=ntitled him te select other lanis from 
the vacant government lands in K' ssissippi, Alabama, Arkahsas, ani 
Louisiana, to take the place of these taken frem him and sold, 
These certificates were called serip. 


Q. Do yeu knew whether any of your ancestors ever appeared be- 
fere either of those commissions and claimed any benefits as 
Chectw Indiana” A, I dontt know, 

Q. As faras you know none of yeur Choctaw ancestors ever received 
any benefits under article fourtem, did they? A. Nom sir. 

Q. Have you any witness you wantte introduce teday” A, Yes, I 
want to introduce Tebias Edwards, 

Q. wave you any papers youwant to file teday in your case? A. 
No, sir. 

Q. Do you w ant te file any written evidence in the future? A, Yes, 
sir. 





Thirty days t ime will be allowed in which te introduce 
otter evidence in your applicatien. 





it tee in of mater chou 


S.A. Appia, being duly sworm,. states. that as tenogra- 
pher te the Commission to the Hive civilised’ Tribes he reperted 
the férdMeing proceedings on May 20, 1902; amd. thet the fore cing 


isa, trué and cerret transe ioe of "nia obettegtarnis notes in sam, 
te the best of his knowledge and belief, 


BAO YA ce 


Subseribedands wern te befere me this 29th day of May, 2902; 








MeO.R, 5626 
pyr 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, February 14, 1903. 


yesse M. Taylor, 
Bradley, Indian Territory. 


Dear sir: 


You are hereby advised that on the 14th day of February 


1903, the Commission to the Five Civilised Tribes rendered a deei- 
sion in the gonsolidated oase of James A. Taylor, et al., embraa- 
ing the following applications for identification as Mississipps 
Choctaws: 


games A, Taylor, et al., f } 436 
Joseph Davis Taylor, et al., 642 
Gus Taylor, ! 643 
Allie Taylor, 644 
James EZ. Taylor, et al., 5625 
Jesse MN. Taylor, 5626 
Odie Ardrey, et al. $627 
Carrie Taylor, et ae 5628 

Taylor 5859 
Luella B. Puller, et al., 5860 
Rebert T. Taylor, et al., 5861, 


These applications were made under the provision of the 
acts of Congress approved June 28, 1898 (30 State., 495) which is 
as follows: 


"Said Commission shall have authority te determine 

the identity of Choctaw Indians Claiming rights in the 
Choetaw lands under article fourteen of the treaty be- 
tween the i ‘ 
Qluded September twenty-seventh, eighteen hundred and 
thirty, and to that end may administer oaths, examine 
witnesses, and perform all ether acts necessary there- 
to and make report to’ the Seeretary of the Interior. * 











S&id deoision oconoludes aus follows: 


"It' is therefore the Opinion of this Comuission that the 
evidence herein ig insufficient to determine the identity of James 
A. Tavlor, Ym. F, Taylor, Jesse Tavlor, Joseph Taylor, Harvey 
Taylor, Osour Taylor, Arthur Bert Taylor, Charles Elbert Taylor, 
Joseph Davis Taylor, Johnnie Columbus Taylor, Benjamin Franklin. 
Taylor, Joseph Gple Taylor, Gus Taylor, Allie Taylor, Javes F, 
Tavlor, Lela Tavler, Flla Belle Taylor, Willie Tavlor, Jesse 
Taylor (2), Pearl Taylor, Jesse M. Taylor. James Walter Taylor, 
Fmna Taylor, Olara Taylor, Ludie Taylor, Alvin Tavlor, Tedford 
Taylor, Odis Ardrey, Lee Ardrey, Lena Ardrey, Hay Ardrev, Arlus 
Ardrey, Carrie Taylor, Tula Taylor, Delbert Taylor, trenry Taylor, 
Luella E, Fuller, Ruby L. Fuller, Lelana Fuller, Orbra c, Fuller, 
Rovert T. Taylor, Yerbert Taylor, Roy %. Bavlor and Willian = 
Taylor, as Choetaw Indians entitled to rights in the Choctzw lands 
under the provisions of said article fourteen of the treat» of --4 
sichteen hundred and thirty, and that the applications for their 
identifiéation as such should be refused, and it is go ordered, * 

It is the further Opinion of this Cormission that under 
the provision of law Above quoted, no person is entitled to iden- 
tification asa Mississippi Choctaw by marriage, and that the ap- 
plications made by James A. Tavlor for the identifiention of hig 
wife, Eugenia Taylor; by America Taylor for the identification of 
herself; and by Robert T, Tavlor for the identifieation of hig 
wife, Lillie Taylor, as intermarried Mississippi Choctaws, should, 
therefore, be refused, and it is so ordered," 


You are further advised that you will be allowed fifteen 
days from the date hereof within which to file arguments in this 
offios, and that at the expiration of said time the papers in the 
oase together with suoh arguments will be forwarded to the Secre- 
tary of the Interior through the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 


Respeotfully, 





<a e sie 
Tame Bixby. 


Aoting Chairman, 


Registered. 





DEPAHTWENT OF PHR LHPRERIOR, 
Q9PFTOER OF INDIAN APFAIRS, 


Land, WARBHINGTORN, 


$5847~1903, 
oeeoenen Nov. 3, 1903. 


The Honorable 

The fedretary of the Interior, 
Sir: 

T have the honor to agknowledge the receipt of Department 
letter of the lpth instant— 1.7, ).8457 ,8667—transnitting 
for report ami recommendation, a comainication from Nessrs, 
Thomas «* Rarrison, of Muskogee, I.7,,forwarding an appli- 
Gation to set aside the decision of the domission to the Five 
Civilized Tribes ani reopen the Mississippi Choctaw oase of 
Jesse M, Taylor,at al, The Department also enolosed a comm- 
nication dated September 23, 1905, from Messrs. Mansfield, 
MoMurray and Gernish, attorneys for the Ghootaw Nation,urging 
that the motion be not granted, 

The application for a rehearing in this case is sign- 
ed by Jesse M, Taylor, and he swears that the testimony of 
Tobias Edwards an‘ John lewis, two eitisens of the chootaw 
Nation, aged, respectively, 93 and 88 years, if taken, will 
disglose as follows; That Tobias Hdwards will testify that he 
is a duly enrolled oitisen by blood of the Mhostaw Nation,having 





wie - O2a Grieotr bac LOT, BSI; BLVD Ay t Ast; ‘78.9 
Territory, about 1853; that he was personally aoqainted with 
Blisa Jooper, in Mississippi, in 1830, and that she was a full 





woneello 


baood Choctaw Indian, the mother of Arma donnel and grandmother 
of Jesse M. “aylor; that Elisa (Cooper And her danghter, Anna 
Cormei, lived near Lahaghe dreek in Mipsinaipys, east of the 
Yallatustia viver; that Elisa dooper came to the Choctaw Nation, 
Indian Territery, when thé Choctaw Indians were removed west 
from Mississippi by the United States goterment; that Anna 
Gonnel remained im Miesissinps and appligd ta dol, ward, the 
agent, to tegisater in bompitaiec with the \provisdéns of the 
14th article of the Shostaw treaty of 18%0; that he was present 
when Avna Connel appeared before the agent to register ani to 
be permitted to remain and take lands in Missiseipod; that a 
few years afterwards Ana Gormel and her family moved to the 
Chootaw Nation, Indian Territory, and loaated in which is now 
known as Towson Jounty; that he saw and talked with Anma Connel 
her husband, and me mbers of her family, ari knows they are 

the sam people he had known in Mississippi, 

John Lewin, if permitted, will testity ‘to substantially the 


same facts. Blisza Gooper and Anna donne are the ansestors 


through the applicants in this ease claim) ' 

Messrs, Mansfield, MoMurray and Cornish, attorneys for. the 
Choctaw Nation, protest against the reopening of this case for 
the reason that the two witnesses those testimony is tendered, 
are two of the most notorious, disreputable standing witnesses 
in the Choctaw Nation, who have been mmermis..times impeached 


before the Jdowmiasion ‘ ar ee 6 S63 . —-~ 





oases, 





The only persons of the nam of Gooper who were citizens 
of the Choctaw Nation in Mississippi in 1830; acsording to the 
regords of this office are Captain Johh dooper, Hlsey dooper, 
Busan Cooper, Mrs. «ssse. Sooper ari miga Cooper, All of these 
people, with their families, were removed to the chootaw Na-~ 


tion gy exes Veey we Page oe, ami ps bron $F, then SPs. i 
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or the théeiew , een of 1850, the ettins as “y preord of the 


name of Anna Connel, or any other person of the Hane of Comel, 
who was a gitizen of the chootaw Nation, in ispaseteys, in 
1830, 

I believe that a rehearing in this aase vould only impose 
upon the applicants an unnecessar expense from whigh they 
oould derive no benefit, and therefore cannot recommend the 
reopening. The office believes that its rgeorda show absolute- 
ly the name of every person who received Henefite under the 
14h article of the dhoctaw treaty of 1830, 


Very respectmliy, 


Commissioner, 


(E.3.H.) P. 








DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 


D.C, 32043-1903, WASHINGTON, November 14, 
1.7. D.7894-1993. 

B457— * 

s667- * 
L.R.S. 


Commission to the 
Five Givilized Tribes, 
Muskogee, Indian Territory. 
Gentlemen: 

The Department is in receipt of a communication 
dated September 23, 1903, from Thomas & Harrison, attorneys 
at law, Muskogee, Indian Territory, inclosing a petition 
signed by Jesse M. Taylor, requesting on behalf of hinself 
and his brothers and sisters a rehearing in the matter of 
their application for identification as Mississippi Choctaws. 

In conneotion with this matter the Department 
has also received a letter dated September 23, 1905, from 
the attorneys for the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations, urging 
that this petition be not granted. 

fhe applicants in this case allege that they can 
show by the testimony of Tobias Edwards and John Lewis, that 
certain of their ancestors named Cooper and Connel attempted 
to comply with the provisions of article 14'of the treaty of 


1830 





The papers mentioned above were referred to the 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs for consideration and report. 


Reporting thereon November 3, 1903, he states that the 





records of his office show that there were certain Choctaws 


of the name of Gooper who were residents in Mississippi in 


1850, all of whom, with their families, were removed to the 


Choctaw Nation, Indian Territory, in 183%, 1832 and 1833; 
that none of them appear to have complied with the provisions 
of the 14th article of the choctaw treaty of 1830. He fur 
ther reports that the records of his office do not show that 
any person of the name of donnel was a citizen of the 
Choctaw Nation in Mississippi in 1830, He therefore recom 
mends that the petition of Jesse mM. faylor, et al., be 
dented. A copy of his report is inclosed, 

Conourring in said Tresomendation, the petition of 
said Taylor is hereby denies, for the reasons stated by the 
Commissioner, You are requested to inform the attorneys for 
the applicants, and the attorneys for the Choctaw and 
Chickasaw Nations of departmental action in this matter, 

In so doing you will inform the attorneys for the’ 
applicants as to the nature of the information contained 
in the Comaiesioner's report relative to the persons named 
Cooper amd Connell. 

Respectfully, 
Thos, Ryan, 
Acting Secretary, 


1 inclosure, 
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Muskogee, Indian Territory, November 25, 1903. 


Thomas & Harrison, 
Attorneys at Law, 

Muskogee, Indian Territory. 
Gentlemen: 

The Commission is in receipt of a letter from the Secre- 
tary of the Interior, under date of November 14, 1903, stating that 
the petition signed by Jesse XK. Taylor, requesting on behalf of 
himself and his brothers and sisters a rehearing in the matter of 
their application for identification as Mississippi Choctaws, and 
which was submitted by you September 23, 1903, has been denied by 
the Department. 


The applicants in this oase allege that they can show by 
the testimony of Tobias Edwards and John Lewis, that certain of 


their ancestors named Cooper and Connel attempted to comply with 
the provisions: of article 14 of the treaty of 1630. 

Reporting on this matter to the Seoretary of the Inter- 
for, November 3, 1903, the Commissioner of Indian Affairs stated 
that the records of his office showed that there were certain Choo~ 


taws of the name of Goope no WwW: : oon n DY ‘ 





1830, all of whom, with their families, were removed to the Choctew 
Nation, Indian Territory, in 18651, 1832 and 1853; that none of then 





appear to have complied with the provisions of the 14th article of 
the Chootaw treaty of 1830; that the records of his office do not 
show that any person of the name of Connel Was a citisen of the 
Cheotew' Ration in Missicsippt:in: 2930; and recommends that the 
petition of Jesse HK. faylor, et al., be denied. 

The Commissioner of Indian Affaire in his report to the 
Secretary of the Intertor further stated that he believed @ rehear- 
ing in this case would Only impose upon the applicants an unneces~ 
Sary expense from which they could derive no benefit, and that the 
attorneys for the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations in protesting to 
&@ reopening in said case allege that the two witnesses whose testi-~- 
mony is tendered, are two of the most notorious, disreputable 


standing witnesses in the Choctaw Nation, who have numerous times 


been impeached before the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes. 
ae The Secretary of the friterior -constrred tn the recommenda ©“ 


tion of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, and the petition of 
Jesse M. Taylor, et al., is therefore denied. 


Respectfully, 
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Muskogee, Indian Territory, November 25, 1903. 


Mansfield, MoMurray & Cornish, 
‘eax Attorneys, for the Choctaw and Chickasew Nations, 
Bouth MoAlester, Indian Territory. 


Gentlemen: 

You are hereby notified that the motion heretofore made 
by Thomas & Harrison, attorneys at Law, Muskogee, Indian Territory, 
to re-open the Mississippi Choctaw case of Jesse M. Taylor, et al., 
was denied by the Department on November 14, 1903. 

For your information a copy of the Secretary of the 
Interior's letter of November 14, 1903, together with a copy of 
the report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs on this matter, 
November 3, 1903, is herewith enclosed. 


Respectfully, 
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Muskogee, Indiah Territory, March 1s;) 1907, 


Jesse X, Taylor, 


Bradley, Indian Territory, 
Dear Sir: 


You are hereby notified that the Seoretary of the 
Interior on February 12, 1907, affirmed the decision of the 
Covmission to the Five Civilised Tribes of February 14, 1903, 
refusing to identify as Mississippi Choctaws the several 
applicants in the consolidated oase of James A. Taylor et al. 


Respectfully, 


Commissioner. 








For Identification as a Mississippi Choctaw. 9 


Date m Iagie 2y 190 2% 
Name fie PAA : 
Age Bloor Vuh ; 
Post-Office baat, 


Father Came , ee aS 
Moth son AVA c ay Cory PUPA 
Claims through Sac 


sig DWC ny pie © 
Yr G 
20 Be: i Sh oe 


Children 


Jer Malti Byler 73 
ee ae ‘ x 
‘a oe q G 
he a 
Chin 3 
Md fork / 





Stenographer IR Z A < 7; 




















COMMISSION TO THE FIVR C 
In the matter of the applitation ef Robert D. Ardrey on behalf 


of his minor children, for enrollment as oitizens by blood ef the 
Choctaw Nation, 


eecnccon(lem monn e 


The applicant, Robert D. Ardrey, appeared before the Comission 
at Colbert, Indian Territory, June 21, 1900, and there made applicae 
tion for the enrollment of his minor children, Oda, Lee, Leria, ay, alii 


and Arius Ardrey, ag citizens by blood of the Choctaw Nation. 


From the evidence in this case it does not appear that the nanes 
of the applicant, Robert D. Ardrey, or of his five minor children, or 
of any of them, have ever appeared or been on any of the rolls of 
the Choctaw Nation; nor does it appear that the ajplicant, or any ef 
his five minor ohildren were ever admitted to citizenship in the 
Choctaw wation by either the legally constituted authorities of tha 
Choctaw yation, or by the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes, 
acting under the act of Congress of Tune 10, 1596, or by the United 
tates Courts in the Indian Territory on appeal from the decision 


of the tribal authorities or the decision of +he Cormission. 


The application of Robert >. Ardrey for the enrollment of his 
minor children, Oda, Lee, Lena, Jay, and Arlus Ardrey, as citizens 
by blood of the Choctaw Nation, is therefore hereby refysed. 


BY THE COMMISS 





Muskogee, Indian Territory, ‘a » 1900, 








DRPARTICNT OF THE INTERIOR. 
COMMISSION TO THR FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES. - 
Colbert, IndianPerritory, June 21, 1900, 


; In the matter of the. gpplication ef Robert D.’ Ardr¢y, for and 
-@n Dehalf :#f his miner ee + for enrollment as eitizens by 
bkeod ef ‘the’ Ghoctaw Nation, overt D. Ardrey being first: duly 

sworn by Acting Chairnpn,yBixky , testified as follows? 


Q What js your name? A Rehert.D . Ardrey, 


apt ©.Q@ Whats your age? A Thirty-nine. 
~ AQ Whit “18 your postoffied address? A Yranks,.I.7. : 
-Q Par whom do you make as plication at this bine? A: Por wy children. 

Q Are you a gitizen. of: oe. Oipctaw Nation? A No sir. 

Q Thréugh whom then’ do thest. thildren claim 'the right to enrollment? 

A Through their mothér, ee ce Attn: Bs ; 

Q What wes their mother's name? A Louisa, Mt Ardrey 

Q Is ‘she living? A No sir, 

Q When did she die? A About two years, ao. F 

Q@ What are the names of the children for whom you saw make applica- 

tion? Oda Ardrey 14, Leé 12; Lena 10, May 8, Artug 4, 

Q That 411? A Yes sir. 

_@ Does the name of the mother of these children, Louiga T, -<Ardrey, 

‘or Ieuiga Taylor. her maiden namé, appear upon the rolis of the Chod- 

taw. Nation? A No sir. os 

Q Was she ‘syer recognized .by the; tribal authérities as a citizen of 

the Choctaw Nation? A No sir,» 

Q Didshe apply in 1896 under. the Act of Congress, June lOthy 1896 

for @itizenship in the fniootaw, fation? A No sir, ‘ 

Q How much Choctaw blood did she olaim tohave? A One-sixteenth. 
How much Gheetaw bieod do. you claim for them?.A One-thirty-second. 
Do their names appear upen any of the tribal rolls of, the Choctaw 

Wation? ANo sir. ~* . 

Q Were they ‘ever recognized. by the tribal authorities of the 

Choctaw Nation as citizens of that Nation? A No sir. 

Q was any application madé for them in 1896 under the Act of Con- 

gress, June. 10th, 1896 to the Comission to the Five Civilized 

Tribes for. éitizenship in the Choctaw Nation? A No. sir. 

Q@ What, then is the basis of their claim at this time? A That my 

wife's father's great grand mother was a full blood Choctaw Indian. 

Q What: was her name? A Eliza Cooper. 

Q When did.ghe come to the Choctaw Nation? A 1 don't know sir, 

about the first of the thirties. 

Q From where did she come? A Prom Mississippi. 

' @ Did she come direct from tim Wississippi to the Choctaw Nation? 

A I think so, 

2 Was, she recognized at that time as a oitizen of the Choctaw Nation? 
I suppose not, I don't know. - 

Q Did: she come to the Choctsw Nation under the treaty of 18307 ATI 

Feokon go, I don't know" 

@ Why was not the tribal relations of the family kept up? 

~ 6ouid no = vo wie nd nere,: 

‘@ Abont Elisa Cooper, when she oame to the Chootaw Nation did-she 

femain here? A: Yes sir, ‘she died here. 

Q Did “her ohildren remain as citizens ef the Choetaw Nation? A Part 

of them I think did. 

Q Did the ancestors of yur children for whom you now claim citizan- 

ship in the Choctaw Nation, remain here in the Chottaw Nation?.ATI 





think mm not. 

Q Where did they go? A To Tennesse. 

Q Then, then, left the tribe? A-I reckon, they moveg to Tennessee. 

Q Thsy did not keep up the tribal relations? A No sir. 

§ xuwee ghildren are living,with you? A Yes sir. 

You are their natural guardian? A Yes sir. + 
* ‘ 
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In the matter of appiden isn made Robert D, 
for the identification Bh. B ve minor ehi bitaren, Odis, Ise, 


May, and Arlus Ardrey, as Mississippi Chectaws 
S. Heard attorney for applicants. 


i Robert D, Ardrey being first duly sworn testified as fol- 
ows; : 


‘Rxamination by the Commi sd. orit 


What is your name? A Robert D. Ardrey, 
You ney to make mp poem arya for. your minor children is it 
this time? “ A Yes s 
What are ‘the names and ages of those children? A The oldest 
one is named Odis Ardrey, 
What is the age af Odie? A He will be sixteen years old his 
birthday. a 
Mow the next one? A lee, ve 

s that a boy or girl? A Boy. 

wold? A rit cig: tt hie. hor‘thday, 
The next ote? Tene. 
How old? -A b's twelve ivedys old her next borthday. 
The next one? A oe 
How olf? A Ten y old. 
Tha next one? A Arlus. 
How old is he? A Be is six years old. 
Is that a boy oy girl? A. He's a bey. 
Ave you the tat gh: these children’ A. Yes sir. 
Their mother ia ead? A Yes sir, 
. Ese vas her name? * toutan Taylor. 

2 you 4 n for these children? 

senerd. 


@ren derive their Choc we: blood from their mother 
E svarpel ry or? A -yes. sir. | 
Then you wake application for the the faenti¢ioation as Mississipps 
Cheotaws of your five minor ‘dren? A’ Yes sir. 
You make no claim to Ohootaw bleod do you? A No sir, 
What is the post office address of these children? A Doyle, 
I. PY nit . 
Doyle? Yes sir. 
How much Shosthe blood was Louisa Taylor possessed af? 


appaesaeeren 2 & £2 


© >, 








#2, 


SLL LL Pre 


One~sixteenth I, ri tna 4 that’s the way----heard them talking. 
Has she any relatives who have applied foy identification as 
Mississipp] Ghoctaws to-day? A Yes sir, 

What'are their names please? A Jesse M. Taylor, her uncle, 
and James E. Tayler, another uicle, 


Reference is mide to MC R 5626, Jesse M. Taylor , 
and MC R 6625, James EB, Taylor. 


Who did Loules Taylor cet her thoctaw blood from? 

Her father. git 

What was his name? A Jéhn Taylor. 

Is he living or dead? A ‘Dead. 

How much Choc blood was he possessed of? A I think it was 
one-eighth. 

Who did he get his Choctaw blood from? A From his mother. 
What was her name? A Louisa Taylor. 

Was your wife ever recognized in any manner or enrolled as a 
member of the Chootaw tribe of Indians in the Indian Territory, 
by the Choctaw trital authorities or by the authorities of the 
United States? A Wo sir, 


Is the names of any of bbah sped children te be found on any 


of the tribal rells of 
No sir. 
Did any one for your minor children.ever make application to 
the Chootaw tribal authorities in rndian Territory to be enrell- 
ed ag members of that tribe? A At Colbert. 

To the Choctaw tribal authorities? A Ne, not the tribal 
authori ties. 
Did any one make application for your minor children in the 
year 1896 for citizenship in the Choctaw Nation under the act 
pe erenress of June 10, 1896, to the Dawes Commission? 

o sir. 

Have any of your minor children ever been admitted to citizen- 
ship in the Chectaw Nation the Choctaw tribal authorities, 
the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes or the United 
States Court for the Indian arye3 tory? A. No sir. 

Has any one ever made application prior to this time to either 
the Choctaw tribal authorities or the United States authorities 
for the enrollment of your children as Gitizens of the Choctaw 
Nation? A yes sir. 

You say you made application at Colbert two years ago? 

Yes sir, two years ago, 


Records of the Commission show that at Colbert, Indian 
Territory, on June 21, 1900,. Robe D. A y mad . 


he Chootaw Nation in Indian Territory? 





on behalf of his minor ehildren, Oda, lee, ‘Lena, May 
Ardrey, fer enrollment as citizens of the Choctaw Mation by 
blood, Choctaw R 676, 





#3. 
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At the time you made this application at Celbert, on June 21, 
1900, you gave the name of your oldest child as daa; Odis is 
proper is it? A I suppose se. Odie is his name. 

You spell it 0 dis? A Yes sir. 

The name of your youngest child you gave in as Artus; you pro- 
nounce that as if it were spelled Ar lu Bs? A Yes sir, 

Do you now desire the record made in that application trans- . 
ferred to your present application fer the identification of 
these bildren as Mississi pi Choctaws andhave their case 
consiiered with other applicants claiming descent from Annie 
Connel? A Yes ‘sir, 

Do you appear before the Commission at. this time to claim rights 
in the Choe tar lands in the Indian Territory, for your minor 
children under the provisions of the fourteenth article ef the 
treat y concluded between the United States government and the 
Choctaw tribe of Indians, September 27, 1830? A Yes sir, I 
Suppose so. I don't understand the treaty. 


ppi, September 27, 

tevs occupied a portion of the 
state of Mississippi and a small portion of the state of Ala- 
bama along the western boundary line. The object of the 
tredy was to secure the r emoval of all of the Choctaws from 
the country they then occupied to the new country west of the 
Mississippi river, whih is now known as the Chocta Nation, 
Indim Territory. At the time the treaty was made some of the 
Choctaws didn't want to come to this ww couhtry but preferred 
to remain in the old Choctaw Nation. For the benefit of that 
class of Indians article fourteen was made a part of the 
treaty. That article is ag follows: 


“Bach Choctew head of a family being desirous to remain 
and beome a citi zen of the states shall be permitted to 
do 90, by signifying his intentien to the Agent within 
six months from the ratification of this treaty, and he 
or she shall thereupon be entitled to a reservation of 
one seétion of six hundred and forty acres of land, to be 
bounded by sectional lines of survey; in like manner 
shall be entitled to one half that quantity for each un- 
married child which is living with him over ten years of 
& quarter section to sueh child as may be under 
ten years of age, to adjoin the location of the parent, 
If they reside upon saidlands intend ng to become citi- 





zens of the 9 ba: | r : C} 
of this treaty, in that Geae, & grant in fee simple shal) 
issue; said reservation shall include the presént im 
provement of the head of the femily, or a pertion of it. 
Persons who claim under this article shall net lose the 
privilege of a Choctaw citizen but jf they ever remove a 


are not entitled to any portion of the Choctaw annuity. * 





That article required that in case a Choctaw wamted to re- 
main in the eld Choctaw Nation he should, within six months 
from the time the treaty was ratified, Congress ratified the 
treaty on the 24th day of February, 1831, go before the gov- 
ernment Agent there in the old Choctaw Nation and let him 
know in some way that he intended to remain or wanted to re- 
main and take land under this artiole. After having done that 
he was entitled ag the head of a family to a reservation of 
one section of six hundred and forty acres of land ; and for 
each chila in his family ever ten years of age and unmarried 
he was entitled te one half that quantity; and for each child 
under ten years of age he was entitled to one quarter section, 
or one hundred and sixty acres; the reservation of the chil- 
dren to adjoin the reservation of the parents, and these 
reservations to include any improvements owned by the head of 
the family at the time this treaty was made. This article 
also required that after a Choctaw had received his lands he 
should reside upon them for a term of five years, after which 
time the government would give him a title in fee simple which 
would enable him to dispose of the lands at his pleasure. 

The last clause of this article is as follows: 


"Persons who claim under this article shall not lose the 
privilege of a Choctaw citizen but if they ever remove 
are not entitled to any portion of the Choctaw annuity." 


That means that a Choctaw who remainedin the old Choctaw Na- 
tion, took his lands and complied with all the reyuirements 
of the article, if he ever removed to the Choctaw Nation 
Indian Territory, did not forfeit his right of citizenship in 
the Choctaw Nation, but forfeited any right to claim any por- 
tion of the Choctaw annuity. Annuity was money being paid to 
the Choctaw Tribe of Indians annually by the UnitedStates 
government under treaty provisions. 


Now is that the article under which you make the claim for your 
children, and d& you understand it? A, Yes sir, I believe I 
do. 

What is the name of the ancestor of these children who resided 
in the old Choetaw Nation at the time this treaty was made? 
Well, Louisa Cooper came here; she's the great-grandmother of 
Annie Connel thet married Taylor----or Leuisa Connell; well Annie 
Connel was her daughter and they all came here together; she's 


se 3 








the_mother ofthis heouiss _fayter. 

Were they living in the old Choctaw Nation in Mississippi or 
Alabama at the time this treaty was made? A Well sir, I don't 
know. 

Were they recognized members of the Choctaw tribe of Indians at 
that time? A No sir, I don't know, 

Do you know whether they ever owned any improvements in what 
constituted the old Choctaw wation at that time? A No sir, I 
don't. 

Did any of the Choctaw ancestors of these children move from 
the old Choctaw wation in Mississippi and Alabama to the Choctaw 
Nation, Indian Territory, between the years 1833 and 1838 at the 





time of the removal of the main portion of the Choctars? 

I heard they did; that's all I know. 

De you know if any of the ancestors ef these éhildren went be- 
fore the government Agent there in Missiseipp’, Colonél Wn. 
Ward, within six months from the 24th day o February, 1831, 
and signified their intention of remaining and taking lands. un- 
der this article? A No sir, I don't, 


In accordance with the provisions of article fourteen, 
the government direeted their Agent, Colonel Ward, to register 
the namesof all those Choctaws who wanted to take lands and 
remain in the 614 Choctaw Nation. The records of the govern- 
ment show that he failed to register the names of a greet 
many who went before him and told him they wnted to stay 
there, and on this account lands on which Choctaws owned im- 
rrevements and whieh they wm ted reserved for them, was sold 
by the government at its public land sales. This caused a 
grea many complaints on the part of the Choctaws and these 
complaints finally reached Congress, and Congress, under yar- 
ious acts, one passed in 1837 and one in 1842, appointed Com- 
missions to go into the state of Mississippi and investigate 
these claims, These Commissions did this, investigating a 
gree many claims; some they allowed and some they rejected. 

f the claims allowed if it was found that the land had not 
been seld and they established their rights to them, they 
were given them, and if, however, it was found that the land 
had been sold and the Indians established their rights to them 
they were given scrip in lieu of the lands which had been 

sold by the government at its public land sales, and under 
this scrip they could locate on vacant government land in 
Mississippi, Alabama, Louisiane or Arkansas. 


Do you know whether any of the ancestors of these children ever 
appeared before either of these Commissions and attempted to 
establish claims to land under article fourteen? A No sir, 

Do you know whether they received scrip from the UnitedStates 
government for lands they established claims to and which had 

been sold? A No sir, I don't. 

So far as you know, did any of the ancestors of these cm ildren 
ever receive any lanis as benefits under article fourteen from 
the United States government? A No sir. 

Have you any children here present to-day? A No sir, 

Some of their relatives have been before the Commission to-day 
md made application? A Yes sir, 

What are their names? A Jedse M, Tayler and James &. Taylor. 





o- Se: - - Ccauc 5 0 Tk f‘iT’e as Dé C 6) Bidered to- 
gether with the cases of these two unoles of their's you h 
ust named? A Yes sir. 
d the evidence in their cases to be wmnsidered with the eyi- 
@nee in this? A Yes sir, 
uere Jon any documentary evidence you want to file to-day? 
No sir, 
Is there any further statement you want to make? A No air, 





Jesse. Taylor being swern as a witness testifies as folklews: Pe 
Are you doquainted with Mr. Robert D, Ardrey whe ba@ jist: Yaeeq~ 4 
ted the witness ehair? <A yew sir, Sage of 
State What relation exists between yeurself and Mr. Ararey's 
children? -He marriod a niece of mine. Me, 
Do you know the namesof his ohiidren? A Ine, Odie, and there 
is two girls-+~-May 
If.t read them over it would refresh your memory? Odis, Lee, 
Lena, May and Arlus? A Yes sir, 
Born 4 Robert D. Ardrey's marriage to Louise Tayler? 
Yes sir, 
These children derive their Choctaw blood from their mother, 
Louisa Taylor, do they? A Yes sir. 


Witness exoused. 


James A. Taylor béing sworn as a witness testifies as fel- 
lows: 


Wheat is your name? A James A, Taylor. 

How old are you? A Fifty-thtee. 

What is your post office addreasa? A. Duncan, 

Are you an applicant before this Commission for identification 
ae @ Mississippi Choctaw? A Yee gir,» 

Are, you 19 ¥ way related to the minor diildren of Robert. D. 
Ardrey? . A Yes sir. 


ritece of mine, 

Giye the nawes of these children? A Odis, Lee, Lena, and 
Artng; I missed one I cant rewmliect. 

Who aid these children get their Chootaw blood from; from their 
mother? A Yes sir, 


From Leywiea? <A Yes sir. 
Loulea Taylor.was her name? A Yes sir, 
And she derived her Choctaw blood from the same source that 
ou, do? <A Yes, sir, 
+ relation are you to Lowisa Taylor A) I am her uncle. 


Q 
Q 
Q Wheat relationship exists Mr. Taylor? A Their mother was a 
q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
| 


Witness exeused. 


Albert. McMillan, being first duly sworn states that as 








stenographer to the Commission to the Five Civikised Tribesnhe re- 
ported the proceedings had in the. above entitled cause on the #0th 
day of May, 1902; and that the above and foregsing isa full, true 
and corredt transoript of his stenographio aken in nal 
eause on said date. lif} 


Subscribed. and sworn, to before me thie” 2. ot 
Latha KE philic 77 po 


Notary Public. 





Musk ope, Indian. Perriterry, Miley 15, THe, 


vn Merg APD WRotors 
Por haan ’ 


+e; 4 Writs InAten Parrifony, 


: Derr Fir: 


The Cormiggion if in redeipt: of yveur letter: of Hitt Bt 
fm wate you inquire iff one. Rob Ar Vv on the Choctaw rol}. 
reply toe yoter letterivon arf advised that o dkrefuk search of the 
records of the Sonmbagion does not disclose thé nate of Rov, Ardroyv 
as Heine linted for yearolinest. On June Rist, J9On,; at Colbert, 
Taiac Teryrigoress Rowart DP; Ardrey. of Franks, Indian: ferrttorzy, ape 
peared dé an anpligant: Tor the enroliment of hin five winor ¢)ildremw, 


Oda Ardrev, aged fonrtcen, Lee Ardrevs ared twelve. Tana Ardret, aged 


ten. Mars Ardroet, area eight, and Arline Ardreyv, aped fou vears,. The 
sl 


4 


Cowiisnsiom has not yet rendered a‘ decision as to their right to ene 


rolImenty but wills in’ the near Suture, pars, upon the, olaimeoof ape 


5 
- 


Pligants $06 enrolment. 


Yours truly, 


Aoting Ohadmein, 








. Muskogee, Indien Territory, August, a4, “2900, 


ur. J, M. Armfield, 
Hickery, Indian Perritory, 
Dear Sirt 
: The Commission’ is in reeet apt your Lehtas ‘of. the Mth” 
instant, stating the reison’ why: you: a sire’ informion 2B to the: qne a 
rollment. of Robert Ardrey and of “urs, aoe pee: as ai ti 2¢he o¢ ‘the y 
Chootaw or Chickasaw Natdons,. 

You are informed. that the resordy, ‘ef. fie Covent gaion SOW . 
that Anna Agee, 24 years ‘of age of Davin,’  Indjan territory, was anny 
listed for enrollment dy, this: Couns sion). ‘Bop tober 7th, Love, aa. a” 
oitizen of the Choctaw Nation, ‘having ‘been adni ttea vo, ‘ostanenanty 
in the Chootaw Nation vy & Judgnent of. the. Unit ed ‘States Court for : 
the qentral Distr iot, Indian Territory in. aours: case No, 139, 

As to Robert Ardrey, the Feeorda of the ‘Cérmi p¢ion ds not 
show that Mr, Ardérey has ever made ‘any. application himselt but .on - 
June 2ist, 1900, he appeared hefore the. Comnigeion at ‘Colbert, Tndina: 2 
Territory, as an applicant for the enroijment of his five miner: - | 
ohildren as follows: Gan,’ Lee, Lena, May and Artus. . The Commt a 
sion after carefully considering: aly the ‘tentineny and: evidence 
submitted dy the applicants in behalg of these enitaren, hen heen 
unable to enroll then as oitisens of the cnéotey » Watson and has 


refused such enrollment, A oopy of the tudomant df the -¢ 





stating at length Ate, reason for retuning. to. enrol ‘tions anderen. et 
will be mailed to ur. ararey sone: time: th the nour r futute, at 


Yours  ealg ery ia Sue. 
: ‘ ut ad ye! meee pT tae P, Ce. BE +e feu 





Muskogee, Indian Territory, 


dorort Ve Ardrey, 
Doyle, Indian Territory, 
Dear .Sir: 
Receipt is hereby seknowledgeda of your lettér of the lst 
inet., by reference from the Seeretary of the Interior; therein 


you.,aek td be advised if your children are entttled to heid land 


until their case ig decided, if you "can get them placee and dol~ 


leet rent on the places," 

In reply to your letter you are informed thet it appears 
from the redords of. the Cammission that on May 20, 1902, you made 
applicstion for the. adentification ef your five minor ehildaren as 
Miesiastnps Chodtaws. The Commission has not up to. the present time 
reached any @pinien or decision ‘relative to thet. rights, to,.be 
idehitified: aa Minetésippi Chootaws but is now oeneider ing the tr ap 
plivat ton and it de probable a deéiaion will be rendered in the 
fear fiture, You will be duly notified of the éotion of the Com 
miosion ané of ‘the forwarding of the records ta. the F Eeorateny of 
thé ‘Interior, he presen 4: your sit ich i ooCUpy a status 





of applicants for ddentitieatyen ry) Mies snippi oheiet on, Singh, Ge 
righted for puch ident ifte ation has in no manner been deters m ; 
Relative be.thear rignt to hela and ran, Denes in th 


A 





R.V.Ardrey-..2 

Choctaw and Chickasaw Nation, your attention is invited to the 
followings provision of the act of Congress approved July l, 1902, 
and ratified by the citizens of the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations 
September 25, 1902: 


PALTZ persons duly identified by the commission to the Five 
Civilized prides under the provisions of section 21 of the act 
of Congress approved June 28, 2698 (30 state. , 495), af: Mises 
issippi Chooct amg entitled to benefits under article 14. of the 
treaty between -the United States andthe Choctaw wation, ‘ton- 
cluded September 27, 1630, may, at any time within six months 
after the date of their tdent ification $8 Mieeissippi Chootaws 
by the said Commismion, make bona fide Settlement within the 
Chootaw-Chickasaw sountry, and pon proof of such settlement 
to such Commiasion within one year after the 
identifieation 


provid for citizens of the tribes, subject to the 
special provisions herein provided as to Mississippi Chootaws, 
and said enrollment shall be final when &pproved by the Seoree 
tary of the Interior, # 

It is not believed that the benefite of the above legisla- 
tion will in any manner accrue to applicants until duly identified 
by the Commission as Mississippi Choctaws entitled to allotment 
and that your children are not at this time in any manner entitled 


to: posseasory rights of the tribal property of the Choctaw and 


Ghickasaw Wation, 
\ 


— 


Respectfully, 


Commissioner in Charge. 








M.6,R. 5627, 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, Pebruary 4, 1903, 


ReD. Ardrey, 

Doyle, Indian Territory. 

Dear Sir: ¥ 

Receipt is hereby acknowledged of your latter. of the 
iZth ultimo, addressed to the Secretary of the Interior, and by 
him referred to this Commission for consideration and appropriate 
action, Therein you state that you have been before the Dawde 
Commission for three ani a half years trying to prove yourself and 
family Mississippi Ghootaw Indians; that you have not been ascepted 
or rejected, and you ask if you have a right to hold land and 
collect rent until a decision in your ange is rendered, 

Replying to your letter, you are informed that it 
appears from the records of the Commission that you made applica- 
tion for the identification of your five minor children as Missie~ 
Bippi Choctaws, 

The Commission has not up to. the present time reached 


any opinion or decision relative to their right to be identiriea 








as such Mississippi Choctaws, but is now nonsiderine their 


application and it is probable a decision will be rendered in the 
near future, You will be duly notified of the action of the 
Commission, and of the forwarding of the record to the Secretary 
of the Interior, 

At the present time, your chilaren ocoupy the status of 
applicants for identification as Mississippi Chootaws whose right 
to. euch identification hae tn no manner been Aetermine<. 

Relative to their right to hold landa in the Choctaw ana 
Chickasaw Nations, your attention 4s invited to the followine 
provision of thse act of Congress approved July 1, 190°, which was 
ratified by the citizens of the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations 
September 35, 1902: 


"All pereons duly identified by the Commission to the 
Five Oivilised Tribes under the provisions of section 21 of 
the act of Congress approved June 28, 1898 (30 Stats,, 495), 
as Mississippi Choctawa entitled to benefits under article 14 
of the treaty between the United States and the Choctaw Nation 
concluded September #7,- 1880 may, at any time within six 
months after the date of their identification as Mississippi 
Choctaws by the said Gommission, make bona fide settlement 
within the Ghoetaw-Chickasaw country, and won proof of such 
settlement to such Commission within one year after the date 
of their said identification as Vississippi Choctaws shall be 
enrolled by such Commission as Wississippi Choctaws entitled 
to allotment as hePein provided for citizens of the tribes, 
Subject to the special previsions herein provided as to 
Mississippi Choctawe, and said enrollment 8hall be final when 
approved by the Seeretary of the Interior, * 








It ie not believed that the benefits of thia legislation 
will in any manner acorue to applicants until duly identified by 
the Commission to the Five Civiliged Tribes as Mississippi Ghoctaws 
entitled to allotment, and that your ehilaren are not at thie time 
entitled to possessory righte of the tripal property of Pe 


Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations, 


Respegtiullyy 


Acting Chairman, 








wr Ve, MCR, 8627, 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, February 14, 1903, 


Robert D.e<:Ardrey, 
Doyle, Indian Territory, ' 

Dear sir: 

You are hereby advised that on the l4th day of Pebruary 
1903, the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes rendered a deoi- 
sion in the oonsolidated ease of games A. Taylor, et al., enbrae- 
ing the following applications for identification as Mississippi 
Choctaws: 


James A. faylor, et al., HeC.R. 436 
Joseph Davis Taylor, et @l,, M.O.R. 642 
Gus Taylor, MeC.R. 643 
Allie Taylor MoO.R. 644 
James. EB. Taylor, et al., F.CO.R. 5625 
Jessy K Taylor, MeC.R. 8626 

iy Ardrey, et al, H.C .R. 8627 

rie Tayler, et ai., M.0.R. 8628 
Henry Taylor, MeO.R. 5859 
Luelia E. Puller, et al., H.C.R. 5860 
Robert T. Taylor, et al., MeO.R. 5861. 


These applications were made under the provision of the 
act of Congress approved June 28, 1898 {30 Stats., 495) which is 
as follows: 


“Said Germisgsion shall have authority to determine 
the identity of choetaw Indians Claiming rights in the 
Choctaw lands under article fourteen of the treaty be- 
tween the United States and the Ghestaw Ha n- 


thirty, and to that end may . 
witnesses, and perform all other sets necessary there- 
to and m report to the Seoretary of the Interior, * 











Said desision concludes as follows: 


"It is therefore the opinion of this Cormission that the 
evidence herein is insufficient to determine the identity of James 
A. Taylor, ‘mu. H. Taylor, Jesse Taylor, Joseph Taylor, Harvey 
Taylor, Oscar Taylor, Arthur Bert Taylor, Charles Flbert Taylor, 
Joseph Davis Taylor, Johnnie Columbus Taylor, Benjamin Franklin 
Taylor, Joseph Ople Taylor, Gus Taylor, Allie Taylor, Jaues E. 
Taylor, Lela Taylor, Ella Belle Tavlor, Willie Taylor, Jesse 
Taylor (2), Pearl Taylor, Jesse €M. Taylor, Janes Walter Taylor, 
Enm@ Taylor, Clara Taylor, Ludie Taylor, Alvin Taylor, Ledford 
Taylor, Odis Ardrey, Lee krarey Lena Ardrey, May Ardrey, Arlus 
Ardrey, Carrie Taylor, Lula Taylor, Dedbert Taylor, Henry Taylor, 
Luella E. Fuller, Ruby L. Fuller, Leland Fuller, Orbra Cc. Yuller, 
Robert T, Taylor, Herbert Taylor, Rov 6. Taylor and William R. 
Taylor, as Choctaw Indians entitled to rights in the Choctaw lands 
under the provisions of said article fourteen of the treaty 6f 
eighteen hundred and thirty, and that the applications for their 
identification as such should be refused, and it is so ordered. 

It is the further opinion of this dommission that under 
the provision of law above quoted, no person is entitled to iden- 
tification as a Mississippi Choctaw by marriage, and that the ap- 
plications made by James A. Taylor for the identification of his 
wife, Eugenia Taylor; by America Taylor for the identification of 
herself; and by Robert T. Taylor for the identification of his 
wife, Lillie Taylor, as intermarried Mississipri Choctaws, should, 
therefore, be refused, and it is so ordered." 


You are further advised that sou will be allowed fifteen 
days from the date hereof within which to file arguments in this 
‘CtPieey aed CHA Rt Hw Sepiration OF ‘waia time the papers in the 


ease together with such arguments will be forwarded to the Seore- 


tary of the Interior through the Cormissioner of In¥ian Affairs. 


Respeotfully, 


Yams Bixby. 
Acting Chairman. 





Registered. 





Rebert D,; Ardrey, 
Deyle, Indian Territory. 


Dear Sir: 


You are hereby notified that the Secretary .of the 
Interior on February 12, 2907, affirmed the decision of the 


Commission to the Pive Civilized Tribes of February 14, 2903, 
refusing to identify as Mississippi Choctaws the several 
applicants in the Sonsolidated case of Janes 4. Tayler et al. 


Respeotfully, 


Conmmiseidner,. 
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la Hite? PRT CO CY, 
MEMORANDA. 
te) 4 Mb), ah ed 


“=. Choctaw ? County .... ar steps aby Seindeesess w. Year No. 
Chickasaw 7.000000. County ce omen Year Page 


‘Citizen by blood ?.......... ... — Mother’s citizenship. .......... ... wf, (7 . 
Intermarried citizen ? De eicacceataeees __Momer:; : CUM Yk lb x A J 


Married under what law ?............. 

License filed this day, 

Wite’s thes 

Choctaw ? 

Chickasaw ? ............. 

Citizen by blood ?...........0000000000... Mother’s citizenship ............ 
Intermarried citizen ?... 

Married under what law ? 


License filed this day 


Names of children: 


as Orla... ns a ae County 


County 


County 

a ea Ee ae Se 
County... es He aig scsi 
County ...... .. 
County............ 

County 

County 


County 








In ease No, 676, Chec, R., the name 
‘ef one ef applicantts ehildren is 


given in the testimony as "Artus" 


t Ardrey, In the judgment this name 


is spelled "Arlus" Ardrey, 


R. C. G, Oct. 12, 1900, 
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COMMISSION TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES. 

In the matter of the application of America Taylor for enrollmem 
as an. intermarried citizen of the Choctaw Nation, and on behalf of 
her minor children, for enrollment as citizens by blood of the Ch 
taw Nation. 

woccen(wonnne 

The applicant, America Taylor, appeared before the Commission at 
Colbert, ‘Indian Territory, Tune %1, 1900, andthere made application 
for the enrollmont of herself as an intermarried citizen of the Che 
taw Nation, and for the enrollment of her children, Carrie, Lulu and 
nelbert Taylor, as citizens by blood of the Choctaw yation, 

It appears from the evidence in this case, that the names of the 
applicant's children have never heen on any of the rolls o: 
taw ‘vation; and that said children have never been adnitted 
zenship in the Choctaw Nation }y either the legally constitu 


thorities of the Choctaw wation, or by +! Cormiss ion 


Civilized Tribes, acting under th ct of June 10, 189 
United States Courts in the Indien Territory on appeal 
cision of the tribal authorities or the decision of the Com 

It also appears from the evidence that the applicant «nd her ohi ls 
dren had not removed to the Indian Territory in compliance with the 


act of Tune 28, 1898, (Curtis Till), which provides: 


"To person sh@ll be enrolled. who has not heretofore renoved to and 
in sood faith settled in the “ation in which he clains citizenship, * 


It also appears from the evidence that the applicant, America Tay= 
lor, was never married to a revognized citizen of the Choctaw nation 
under the Choctaw Taw, as required by the laws of the Choctaw Nath 

The application of America Taylor for the enrollment of herself 
an intermarried citizen of the Choctaw Nation, and for the enrolle 
ment of her children, Carrie, Tula and Delbert Taylor, as citizens 


by blood of the Choctay yation, is therefore hereby refused, 





-——-ee nee oe 


Acting Chairman, 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, Ok » 1900, 








"rap ARC OF THe INTKRIOR, 
COMMISSION TO. THR MIVE CIVILIZED TRIBE, 
Colbert, Indian Ree Sie 8 June 21, 1900. 


| 4 he the matter of the apyplieatian of ime he rivigr tbr enroli~ 
“\ midnt ‘ag a eitigen’ by anter-marniege of the Chootew Nation, and 

. Geyer Shed 1S. sap na ae as citizens by bitood of er Cho otaw 
a Ne rica ov being first duly sworn by Acts airman 
Bixby, testified as follows: , me are 


Q What is your name? Ameritas Taylor. 
Q What ts your age? A:Twenty#four. 
q What is' your pestorrice aildress? A Velma, I.T. 
Q: You live at Velma? A yés str, near. there, 
Q Hew long have you lived there? A 10 yearn. 
Seay ived in the Tere Shwe ont. imiously for the past ten years 
e » 

Q Have you been outside of the err itcry during that time? A Yes sir 
in Texas, visiting. 
Q How Jong did you remsin in Texas? A Haye been in texas for the past 
sever years, 
qt ynderstana that you make application fér- enrollment as an: inter- 
arried citizen of the Choctaw Nation? A Yes. sir. 
qPuronc whom do you make that claim? A James D. Taylor. 

He is -dead? A Yes sir. 
Q What was your father's name? A Isad@ Staples. 

What is yourmother's name? A Busis Staples. 
~ Q’Are they Jiving? A My father is; mothor is.dead. 

¢ They. were both whitepsople? A Yes sir. 

Was the name 6f James D, Taylor,ever on. the tribal rolls od the 

*€Choeteaw Nation? A No sir. 

Q Was he ever: recognized by the tribal authorities as a citi#en 

of: the, Choctam Nation? .A-No sir, 

@ Whén did he die? A Last Spring. 

Q Did we apply in 1696 to the Corimisadn sto the Five “GietLined Tribes 
under the Act of: Congress, Ture ‘loth, 1896, for citizenship in the 
Choctaw: Nation? A No sir.. * 

Q What then is hie plaim to eftdwenship in the Choctaw Nat ion®: A 

he was one-gixteenth Indian himself. 

Q Héw.do you know he was A z Hegre, guat bean told”he was ty sity 
igh Aaa 

Vag Dever recogti ian by the dian authorities? A Me. sir. 

he via he not apply for himself dast wy A: They refysed.” 

Q nh he ever make application himself? i O'air, 

Q@. agrs ig'no record gf his exer. hay ihe nett ery) toads himgelt? 


iA? At +. ‘ 
+e typ married? A Yes: sir; 

a cA ie desire to subtit your License? A. Ke sir’, t wav an: ast: at 
w me, . wee ge a 
Q@ Do You desire to submit any ‘evidence at thia time dn the mag or 


sig 





_ 


ef your marriage? A I @an'do it if necessary. ell, 1 gant ) 
my Mirriace licerise ‘aid oertificate.latér on, © -’ 
Q. You Riso make pi cea for “the enrolment of your three: vainor 
children? A Yes oe 
@ What are tthe nafite and ages of these ohilaren’ A Carrie: 6, title 3, 
ang Delbert 17 moiths: 
Héw mach Indian blgod do you aint that yor children have?’ & One 
birtys PO Ome ‘ 





* 
rl 


Amaytqen Taylor . -2- 


Q vameq) D, Taylor is thé Tather of these ohildren? A Yes sir. 


| & Yau are-thetr mother? A\Yes «ir. ran 
Q. Are their names on: the Chuetaw rolls?.A Ne gir. 
Q.Have they ever been recognized by’ the tribal: authorities of the 
Cheotaw Nation as eitizens of that Nation? A No. sir, 
Q Did any one ever apply for them? & No" pir.” 
Q'Did any 6he make got abr pad CarrieyWour. oldest child for 
@ttizenship to this iission.in 1896? A We. sir, 
Q This is. the fdret a plication that has ever beer made in their 
behalf either ts the tibet puthorities of{the Choctaw Nation or to 
* the authorities of the. United Statea for citizenship in the Choctaw 
Nafion? Application Was made for that Last year? 
»@ Wao made it? A. Jesse Taylor. , . 
Q:Who is Jesse M. Taylor? A Uncle: of my husband 
& Your husband was livinr-at that tine? A Yes gir. 
Q.You understand that the Comnisdion' would not receive aX. appliica- 
tion for the enrollment ef children €x¢apt as make by théir natural 
rdian? A No sir I did not know ‘that,- 
The names of: these. children Wereineludedin-a general application? 
A No @ir;-I don't know that they were, " tet , 
Q You don't know anything about 4t? A No sir, 
Q Are there any further. statements that you desire to maka in re- 
gard to this, @prlieation? A No sir. ex 
Q Are ther’ ,any papers that. you desire to file fer the vonaidération 
of the Gommission in gtinneotion ‘with this application at this time? 
Cartified np foc ad arfidavite of Ji P, Lawrenta,” Patsey 
WH Port, M. Ey Plankbum, J. 1. Sallings, M. Davis, offerad in 
evidence, inspected, marked exhibit "A" and filed. | ' 
Q These are all the papers you weuld lite to submit? A.T..would 
like to stihwit more later on... « GAs Ss 
Q You underatand that. Papecs submitted in the future will not 
be Gonsitdered by Sie: Coram rai on} the, decision ef the Commission will 
be based on evidenee now presented to its héwever papers .submitted 
inthe future wilt be accepted by the Commission ter tranamission t 
the honorable Sécretaty of the Interior when the final rolls of the 
Chogtaw: Nation are sent te him fer approval, 
The décigion of the Commission as to your applicationifor 
enrollment as. an intcremarried citizen: of the Cheogtaw Watien, and 
‘On behalf of:your three ihinor children ag citizens by blodd ef the 


Cho¢taw Nation will hg mailed to you at your présent postoffive Bde oo 


dregs in the near future, 
(A MoFLrath, being first. duly sworn,states. that as stenozrapher 
te: the Commission to the Five Civilized “tribes, he reported. the™. 
@bove case, and that the above and foregoing isa full, tru. ana 
* @omplete trangoript of his stenographis notes in said diate. 4 
hy oe gg 


? AN. 





yt vi 


a? ee te 
. Subseribet and sworn to’ before me this — - Ray of 





Acting Chairman. 
Teen mee 


re 
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Department of. the Interior.’ 
Cemniseien t¢ the Five Civiiiged Tribes. 


“i Qi- Beas - 


Mugkogee,-L.oF,, May 20,, 1902. 


C kedanl ° heokeaiend 


Hees sign tie, matter of the application ef America Gentry fer 
tle gdentirication ef ler minor children, Carrie Taylor, Lula 
Taylor and Delbert Tayler, « s Wiseisaippt Chectawns. 


S$) MNeara itv. atterrey of recerd for applicants. 


Amerion gentry, after being duly sworn, testified as 
foll ows: 7 


Mxamination by the Comigsien, 


'Qu:.What-is your name? A. Amerioa Gentry. 
Q, How old are you? A. I am twenty-six years: of ag. 
Q. How much Choctaw bleod.do yeu claim? A, Nene for myself I am 
“ "Just making application fer my children, 
ay ven ds your: pest-office address? A. Velma, Ind, Ter. 
. You desire to mkea pplication for your miner children’ Ay Yes, 
My Pad elses 
-Q.) What are their ‘names? A. Carrie paylor. 
Q.. Haw old is narrie?’ A. Seven years_ol4. 
Q. Next one? A. Lula Taylor, . 
Gi How old is the” A. Five, 
e The next ene? A, Delbert rayler. 
How oldis he? As Three years old, 
Q«, Haye you. ahy other? A, That ise 12. 
Q,° How mutch, Chect aw blood do. you claim for thene children? A. It 
“48 oneveixteenth, I think. 
Q. Te: their father living A... Ne, sire’ 
OQ, Wnt wae Hié.mme? A, Jamon D, Taylor, 
abate their mother. A. Yes, ‘sir: ® 
“But your ‘Weis pe America centry new? Av Yeu) oir, BAS, 
Have you mrriedacain since yopr first humband died? A, Yee, se 
4, Do you Make any claim te Choctaw biosd? A, Wo, war. >». pr Ne 
‘The ge ehildren derive their, Choctiew dived from their father, 
anes—D fayler A Ves. sir et sig 








. Hae. much Choctaw blocddid he podstes? A, One-~elarth, I think. 
qi What yas the nane ef the father of yames Dy Mayle? i, John 
Tee ay. er. ; ) y ‘ 
What-was his mother’s mime? As Amide Tayler. 
Through ‘widoh' pi rent did Janet D,. Tayler claim hic Cheetaw 
“bleed? A, Hin fatter, wid T: think some from his mother. 
‘Want mae tor. name? A, Touiss Tayler, she was the mother of hia, 


Aes Swthey. I think they, elaimed " her, a ay 

Phe. ‘shitaren for whem yeu nace application derive their Chee- 
) tew bheed trem the game secures) of their wnele whe has just 
apphied te the Cenmmiasion, de they A, Yes, sir, 


A » lf 
ive 


», 
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Q. Was yeur husband ever recegnized in any manner oer enrelied by 
the Chectaw Tribal autherities asa Choctaw Indian? A, No, 
sir, 

Q. Are the hames ef any of your children te be feund upon the 
tribal rolls ef the Choctaw Nation in Indian Territory? A, 

No, sir. 

G- Were you and ,ames ) . Tay ler lawfully married under a license? 

A. Yes, sir, 


It will. be necegsary fer the proof ef yeur marriage te 
be filed with the Commission, in erder te establiah the claim ef 
your ohildren as ‘he children of James D. Taylor, 


Q. Vave yeu ade application prior tothis time in behalf of these 
children? A, Yes, sir, 

Q. When did you make that application’ A. Two years age, this 
coming June, 


Reference is here made te Chectaw R-679, the application 
of America wayler fer herselfas an intermarried citizen and for 
her minor children, Carrie Taylor, Tula Taylor and Delbert mayler, 
as citizens by blood of the Choctaw wation,. 


®, Do ‘ou now desire te make application for your miner children 
as Mississi ppi Cheetawe’ A, Yes, sir, 

Do youwant so much of the record mde in your application at 
Colbert two years age as is pertinent to this case made a 
part of the present application: A. Yes, sir, 

Did any one ever makea pplication to the Choctaw tribal authori- 
ties te have yeur chil dren ad mitted as members of the 
Chectaw tribe ef Indians? A. I think net. 

- Did any ene ever make w:woliomtien for citizenship in the Chectaw 
Nation fo~ your children to the Cormissien te the Fivw Civil- 
ized Tribes under the ac t of Congress of June 10, 1896? A, 
No, sir, a 

} Have yeu ever teenadmitted to kitizenship in the Choctaw Natiog , 

IT mean have your children ever beenadmitted to eitizenship 
in the Choctaw ,ation by the Commisai en to the Five Civi lized 
Tritss or by the United States Court in Indian Territory? A. 
Ne, sir, 

De sou new make application fer our children, claiming rights 
in the Chectaw lands umer the treaty made between the United 
Statesand the Chectaw Indians, cencluded September 27, 1830? 
A. Yes, sir. 


This treaty wae entered inte at a place in Mississipps 
called Dancimg Rabbit Creek on September 27, 1830. A_ tha time the 
Chectaw wation ecoupied a portien ef the state ef Missisd ppi and 
a amall pertion ef the state of Alabama. The object ef the 
treaty was to remove as fara 8 possible all the Chectaw Indians 
frem the eld Choctaw wation in Emat Missi ssippi te the Choctaw 
Nation in Indian Territory. Befere the tre ‘ p 
came known that a great many Choctaw Indians would refuse te ge 
from the eld Chectaw wation, and in erder te protect the interests 
ef those who stayed in Mississippi article feurteen was drawn up 
and put inte the treaty ef 1830, : 





Article feurtem reads as follews: 





coyvieag "Each Chectaw head of a..family being destous to remain 
and: com a citigen ofthe States shall be permitted to do so by 
Signifying hia.intention to the agent within six months from the 
ratification ef this: treaty, and he er she shall ther eupen be en- 
tithd t6 a. réewe r¥ation® of one section of six hundred and forty 
adres>of: laid to ba haunde@ by pectional lines of survey; in like 
manne y shall ba @mntitica te ons half that quantity fer each unmar- 
ried ‘chidd which 1s livingwith him ever ten years ef age and a 
quarter aection t@ sugh child as my be unier ten years of age to 
adjein the lecation of thse parent. If they reaiite upen said lands 
intending o become citizens of the states fer five years after the 
ratification of this treaty, in that case a grant in fee simple 
shall issue. Said reservation shall Include the present improve- 
ment of the head of the family of a:portion of it. Persons, whe 
Glaim under this article shall not Jose the privilege ofa Chectaw 
citizen, but if they ever remove are not t@ be entitled te any 
portion of the Choctaw annuity." 


The fourteenth article required that i f a Choctaw de- 
sired teremain in the old Choctaw yation and take lanis- under its 
provisions, he must go within six months from the ratification of 
the ‘treaty to the government agent, that ia, after the 24th day of 
February, 1831, the day that congress ratified the treaty, and tell 
him that they desired to remain and become citizens of the states. 
& . great many did this whose names Col. Ward, the government agent , 
frailed.to put upon his register, and in consequencr many ef them 
lost their lanis, forth governsnt took it frem thm and sold 
it,'. The last clause of the article simply means that if they 
ever left the mtion they should not lose any of the privileges of 
@ Choctaw citizen, but thy should forfelt their right to the 
Chectaw annuity, which Wasa an amount of money paid te them each 
year for w while. 


Q. Is that the article upon which ;o0u bas@,you base your claim for 
the identification e f yotr children? A, Yes, sir, 

Q. What is the mme of the Choctaw ancestor of your children who 
fesided in Visspissippi at th time thatarticle er that 
treatywas made? A, I don't know, 

Q. You just simply apply for the children but mow nothing of: your 
own. knowledge of their ancestry ‘in Miseisdppi? A. I don?t 
know, no, sir. 

Q. You. Simply ask that thir case be considered with the others 
Sie art. of them who claim under the samoe ancestor? A 
68, 8 Ye ; 

) Are your ohildren present,v ith yeu today A, Ye a, sir, 

Q. Let me see them? A. (children are called.) 

Q. Demy ‘ef the se children sp ak or understandt he Choctaw 
language’ A. No, sir. 
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‘Algo suiner mppiow ba have Air complexion) Xwe 
det blue eysa And: ong has brown ¢yes,..andt hey eld 
| rel dthey. aq not, speak or Undergtend the Cheotew 
living wEth: you, and jeucheye the care’ and 
“et youbshome Ay. Yen, pir. 


5, A, Apple, ‘after being sworn, states on his oath that 
as stenographer to the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes he 
reported the feregeing proceedings on May. 20, 1902; and that the 
foregoing isa tre andc orreot transcript ef his stenegraphic 
motes in same, to the best of his knowlédge and ability, ; 


Subscribed andsworn to befere.me this 29th day ef May, 1902; 


Notary Public 














M.G.R. 6626, 


CO: Ye 
Muskogee, Indian Territory, February 14, 1903, 


America Gentry, 

Velma, Indian Territory, 
Dear Madam: 

You are hereby advised that on the 14th day of February 
1903, the Comission to the Five Civilised Trites rendered 4. deei- 


sion in the consolidated case of James A, Taylor, et al,, embrac- 
ing the following Spplieations for identifi tion a8 Mississippi 
Choctaws: 


MeC.R, 436 

MeoGR. 6428 
Gus Taylor, M.e0.R, 643 
Allie Taylor MeGQ.R. (644 
yamea B. Taylor, et al.,  Me@.R. 6625 
Jease M, Taylor, M.0.R, 5626 
Odin Ardrey, et al, MOR, 5627 
Carrie Lies fol et al., M.sC.R. 5626 
Henry. Taylor, MeO.R. 6859 
Lusiia . Fuller, et a1., M.O.R. 8860 
Robert Tt. Tayler, et @l., MsOsR, 6861, 


These applications were made under the provision of the 
aot of Congress ®pproved June 28, 1898 (50 State., 495) whieh‘is 
as follows: 


gee, dent of eeaber bag SICRGISSY, 4, determi 
entity oo » e r r o 

Choetaw lands tinder artiole fourteen Po the treaty be- 

tween the tion eon- 

Ciuded September twe 

thirty, and 

witnesses 

to and make 











Said deeision concludes as follows: 


"It is therefore the opinion of this Commission that the 
evidence herein is insufficient to determine the identity of James 
A, Taylor, Wm. &. Taylor, Jesse Ta lor, Joseph Taylor, Harvey 
Taylor, Osear Taylor, Arthur Bert Taylor, Charles Elbert Taylor, 
Joseph Davis Taylor, Johnnie Columbus Taylor, Benjamin .#r klain. 84: 
Taylor, Joseph Ople Taylor, Gus Tagler, Allde Tay pia oy Ba eS 
Taylor, Lela Tayler, Ella Belle weer Wilide Taylor; fesse. 
Taylor .(2), Pearl Taylor, Jesse avior Jémes Walter Taylor, 
Emia Taylor, Clara Taylor, Ludie Taylor, Aavin Taylor, Ledford 
Taylor, Odis Ardrey, Lee krdrey, Lena Ardrey, Way Ardrey, Arlus 


Ardrey, Carrie Taylor, Lula Taylor, Delbert Taylor, Henry Taylor, 
Tuslla FE, Puller, Ruby L, Fuller, Leland Fuller, Orbra ¢. Fuller, 


Robert, T, Taylor, Herbert Taylor Roy C,. Taylor and Willian x. 
Taylor, as Choctsw Indians entitled to rights in the Choctaw landg 
under the provisions of gaid article fourteen of the treaty of 
eighteen hundred and thirty, and that the applications for their 
identification as such should be refused, and it is so ordered. 

It is the further opinion of this Cormission that under 
the provision of law above quoted, no person is entitled to iden- 
tification aga Mississippi Choctaw vy marriage, and that the ap- 
plications made by James A, Taylor for the identification of hig 
wife, Fugenia Taylor; by America Taylor for the identification of 
herself; and by Robert f. Taylor for the {dentification of his 
wife, Tillie Taylor, as‘intermarried Missiseiort Choctaws, should, 
therefore, be refused, and it is so ordered," 


You are further advised that you will be allowed fifteen 
days from the date hereof within which to file arguments in this 
office, and that at the expiration of said time the papers in the 
oase together with such arguments will be forwarded 10 the Seore- 
tary of the Interior through the Commissioner of Indian Affaire. 


Respectfully, 
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Aoting Chairman. 


Registered. 





“America Gentry, 
Velma, Indian Territory. 


“Dear Madam: 


You are hereby totifiea that the, Secretary of the 
Interior on February 12, 1907, affirmed the decision of the 
Commission to the Five Civilised Tribes of February 14, 1903, 
refusing to identify as Mississippi: Choctaws the several 
applicants in the consolidated case of James A.. Taylor et al, 


Respectfully, 


# 
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“In the matter of the applicatien of Martha pe Siewiy for 
the: ddentitication of herself and her five minor children, Zases; 
Gheet Pa , Oliver L., John D.. and Toye M. Busssy, as Viasissippt 


Applicamts not represented by attorney, 


lowst 


Mat tha Ann Bussey being first duly. sworn testified ms fol+ 


Examination by the Commission: 


What -is your néme? A Martha Ann Bussey, 
How old are you? A Thirty-six years old. fe eet 
How much Choctaw blood de you mon scald A Onde@ighth.’? 
What is. your post office address? .. ‘Mllayilts,: Oki bhons. 
How long have you Aive@ there? A une yearta<’ 
Where aid you live prior to your Sua eons Cee 2 aed 
rs eee eern in ae medept? K Yeu xt 
ere you born in Texap? * @s sir, 
bo be Ma in TEXAS, Ohicksss Nation pee nd shon ageritonyt 
/ es BS Ign . 
it) Nm re dees yl Living’ e? JA MQ str, aA i 
What. ‘# seme? eitoae M. Moren, r 
pl pad meer 3 ripiat 2 eee me inety- tour #8 
of ih 
., Whe A Bk, Moren. 
How’ ivy athe abe. be) 42, Livitig. ea A Sixty-fou 3 
firengh ey ie as one $ vie. Mirage fou claim aur Enos 
-plood My mo ee 


Rares ee ites ii 
low}. 2. she in she mo © Miss y:) : F 
pas yy a fifteen or aixteon, mewheres nhastip thers, ra, 5 
, ve you. 6x oo 


P : egagsaresi PLLLLE 


Are you h Yes #ir, 

Rusband 21% A Yes sitx 

What ig’ A Jeties Bussey. 

te he au i cat A Yes air 

Makes ne elaim te Cheetaw Dioodt A We -eir, 





#2, 


Have you any children for whom you want to make applicatisn’ 
How many? A Five. 

What are their. 8s? A Jamed Bussey; seventeen; Clara M. Bus- 
sey, fifteen; Oliver L. Bussey, eleven; John D. Bussey, nine; 


and reer he ee four, 

Is that. s bey oF earn? A Girl, 

Is that all? A Yer sir, 

You make:.thia appligation for yourself and your five minor chil- 
dren do you? A Yes sir. 

Aré you the mother of these five chilgren?, A Yes sir. 

And James Bussey their father? A Yes sir. aA 

Was your mother ever retognized in any manner ef efirolled as a 
menber of the Choctaw tribe of Indians’ by the Choctaw tribal 
authorities or the United States authorities in Indian Terri- 
tory? -A. No sir, 

Is your. name or the name of my ofyour minor children to be 
found upon any of the trivak rolls ef the Choctaw Nation in the 
Indian merritory? A No sir, 

Did you or any one for you or for your minor children ever meko 
application to the Choctaw tribal authorities in the Indian 
Territory, to be enrolled as members of that tribe? A No sir, 
Did you‘or any one for you or for your minor children in the 
year 1896.make application to the Dawew Commission to be admit- 
ted to 6itigenship in the Choctaw wation under the act of Con- 
gress of .June 10,1896? A No sir. 

Have you er any of your minor children ever been admitted to 
citizenship in the Choctaw Nation by the Choctaw tribal authori- 
ties, the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes or the United 
Statés Court for the yndian rerritory? A No. 

Have you ever made application prior to this time for yourself 
or any of your minor children to either the OShoctaw tribal au- 
thorities er the authorities of the United States to be ad- 
mitted or enrolled as citizens of the Choctaw Nation? 

No sir, 

Do you come before the Commission at this time claiming rights 
in the Choctaw land in the Indian rerritory, under the proe 
visions of article fourteen of the treaty: ot 1830? A Yes sir. 


ODL 


LLP OL 


This treatywas entered into at a plage calléd Dancing 
Rabbit Creek ,between the United States government and the 
Choctaw tribe of Indians on the 27th of September, 1830. At 
that time. the Choctaws occupied a portion of the state of 
Mississippi and a small portion of the state of Alabama along 
the western boundary line, The ebjeot of the treaty was te 
secure the removal of all of the Chocteaws from the eountr 
they then occupied to the new country west: o a 
river, which is now known as the Choctaw nation, Indian Terrd~_° 
tory. At the time the treaty was made a good of the ; 
Choctaws didn't want to come té@ this new country but preferred ~ 
to remain in the old Choctaw Netion in Mississippi and Alabama ~ 
and for the benefit of that class of Indians article fourteen 
was made a part ef the treaty. That article 18 as follows: 


ak 
"ke et 





"Each Choctaw head of a family being de#irous to remain 
and beeome a citizen of the states shall be permitted te 





de se, signifyinghis intention te the Agent within 
six months from the ratification of this treaty, and he 
or she shall thereupen be entitled te a reservation of 
one section ef six hundred and forty. acres of land, to be 
bounded by sectional lines of survey} in like manner 
shall be emtitled to one half that quantity for each un- 
married child which is living with him ever ten years of 
age; and a quarter seotion to sueh ohild as may be under 
ten years of age, to ad join the location of the parent. 
If they reside upon saiilands intending to become citi« 
sens of the states for five years after the ratification 
of this treagy, in that case, a grant in fee simple shall 
isaue; said reservation shali include the present im 
provement of the head of the family or a portion of it, 
Persons who elaim under this article Shall not lose the 
privilege of a Choctaw citizen but if they ever remove 
are not entitled to my portion of the Choctaw anrmmity»® 


That article required that in case a Choctaw desired 
to remain in the old Choctaw nation and not move to the new 


Choctaw beige d Indian rerritory, this new country, he should, 
h 


within six months from the date that treaty was ratified, the 
treaty was ratified by Concranss onntho 2Ath day of pebruery, 
1831, go before the Indian Agent there in the Old Choctaw Na- 
tion and signify to him, thet is, tell him in some way that 

he wanted to stay in Mississippi, take land there and become 

a Gitizen of the statesa After having done that he vas en- 
titled as the head of afamily to a reservation of one section 
of six hundred and forty acres of land to be bounded by seo- 
tional lines of survey; and fore ach child in his family un= 
married and over the aro of ten years he was entitled to one 
half that quantity or three hundred and twenty acres; and for 
each child under ten years of age he was entitled to e quarter 
section or one hundred and sixty acres of land, these reservae 
tions of the h ildren to adjoin the reservations of the parent 
and these reservations to include any improvements ownsd by 
the head of the family at the time the treaty wig made, 

The artiole also required that after a Choctaw had received 
his leads he should reside wpon them for a term of five years, 
after which time the government would pass him «& title in fee 
Simple which would enable hin to dispose of the lands at his 
pleasure, The last clause of the article ia as follows: 


"Persons who olaim under this article shall not lose the 





privilore of a cj 1 Ver remve 





tizen, 
are not entitlod to any portion of the Choctaw annuity." 


That means that a Choctaw who rempined in the old Choctaw Nae- 
tion and complied with the requirenents of this article by 
taking hig lands and residing upon them the required length 
of time, if lo ever moved to the Chootaw vation Indian forri- 
tory, would still retain his right of citizen p but did for 
feit any right to share in thu annuity paymente, Annuity was 
money paid to the Choctaw Indians by the United States annual- 
ly under treaty provisions, 





#4, 


Now what yas the name of your Choctaw ancestor whe resided in 
the old moctaw Nation in Missiegippi and Alabama at the time 
the treaty was made? A Nancy Bandera. 

Was shea recognized member of the Chottaw tribe of Indians at 
that time? A Yes sir, I think BO. 

What proof have you that she was a rée¢o ed member of the 
Chectaw tribe of Indians in 183097 A don't. know, 

The proeft yeu have then ig family hiatery is it? A Yes sir, 
You have. no documentary evidence or evidence of witnesses in 
Person to bring before the Commission to. show that she Was 
récogniged at that time as a member 6: the Choctaw tribe of In- 
dians? “A Wot that I know cf, for certain, but’ I think TY ean 
bring some. 

Did she comply with or attempt to comply with the requirements 
of article feurteen? (A Tf think so, 

That would be.a very important matter in your case; now what 
@vidence can you bring before the Commission to show that she 
did comply with that artidle; have yeu any witnesses of that 
character that you can bring before the Commission? A I doen't 
know. 

Did she ow any improvements at that time, upon: what constituted 
the old Choctaw Nation? ATI couldn't tell you. 

Did any of your Choctaw ancestors remove from the old Choctaw 
Nation in Mississippi and Alabama to the new Choctaw Nation, 
Indian rerritory, at the time of the removal of the main portion 
of the Choctaws, between the years of 1833 and 1838? 

No sir, 

Did any of your Choctaw ance Sanders whom you 
‘olaim was a recognized ; : w tribe of Indians 
at that time, claim or receive any land from the United States 
covernment 28 @ Choctaw Indian? A T don't know that she did. 
Was Nancy Sanders married and at the head of & family, September 
27, 1830, at the time this treaty was made? A Yes sir, 


In aceordance with the provisions of article fourteen 
the government direoted its Agent, Colonel Wn. Monta to regis- 
n 


ter the names of all Choctaws who wen ted to’ remain the old 
Choct aw its previsions, and the 
he failed to record all 
the names of Choctaws who went before him and signified their 
intention of staying, takihg-land there and. begoming gitizens 
Of the’ states. This caused a great many Indians who held 
land in Missiesipp? ana upon which they had improvemetita to 
lose hoth their land and the improvements; beth were taken 
from them by thé government and sold at ite ¢ land sete 
Th4 of complaints and thege cemplaints 








finally reached Congress and Ce ress, under various acts, 
One act in 1837 and another in 1 42, authorized Commissions 
to go into the old Choctaw Nation and investigate these 
claims. These Commissions investi 

claims, some of them they allowed 

Of the claims allowed 

and the Presédent , 

were given then. 
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been wold and the Choctaws established their rights to them 


weeer article fourteen defore tin se Commissions, they were Hf 
given sorip in Lieu: the Taide that had been rela, arid under." 


this scrip they eowld lecate on vacant governmerit land in 
Miseis sippi, abama, Louisiana: or Arkansas, 


New did Nancy Sanders appear before either of these Cemmissions 
and attempt to establish claims to land under article fourteen? 
L don, t know, 

Did she ever receive any scrip for lands which she had estab- 
lished a right to before these Commissions? A. I don't know, 
So far as you know did she ever receive any bencfits as a Chod- 
taw sndian? A I dontt know. 

Do you know of the existence of any documentary evidence of any 
kind that would tend to show compliance on the part of your an- 
cesters with article fourteen? A No sir. 

Have you any documentary evidence, any papers of any kind that 
you want to file with the Commission to-day? A We gir, 

Have you any witnesses that you want to bring before the Com- 
mission to-day? A Wo sir, none to-day. 

Is it your intention to introduce any further evidence in suppos 
of your oase at any future date? A Yes sir, 


Thirty days time is granted the applicant in which te 
furnish other evidenc in support of this application, 


Do you speak or understand the Choctav language? A No sir 


The applicant has dark browm hair, grayish brown eyes, 
medium fair complexion, has ne knowledge of any act of com 
pliance on the part of her ancestors with article fourteen ef 
the treaty of 1830. 


Have you anyrelatives that have been before the Commission and 
made eEpliseeion for identification as Mississippi Choctaws? 
Yés sir, 

Did your bother appear before you to-day? A Yes sir, 

Do you want the evidence in his case te be considered as evyi- 
dence‘ in: yours? A Yes sir. 


Albert G. MoMillan, being first duly sworn states that as 


? 





stenographer to the Commission to-the Five Civilized Tribes he re- 
BO ; above fa Cause On the 20th 


5 


day of Nay, 1902, and 


that the above and foregoing is a full, true 
and correct transcript of his stenographic notes taken in said 


cause on said date. KE A EB lb . 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this ZL ” day of May, 1902, 


Chart. DY Jaccn, oes 


Notary Publie, 
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$0, determine 
rights in. the 


It aloo Aopbare that. alk of sana. sch iit olain 
Fight# 1h the Chagtew lands under arti¢i¢ fourteen pf the tromty 
between’ the United States aid tho Choctaw Nation, edaciudse Gep- 
tener trentyradventh, eightech hundred aad thirty, dy reason. of 
being Adegendints of ne Nancy ‘Binders, wns ‘ta arteget to here 
Deen & Ghootaw Indtan (degree of vleod net stated) and to have 
resided in Mieaiesipps in elgitieen hundred and. irty. 

tt further appeare from the evidence: eubmit ted in. sep= 
vie 4 aia pphieations and frou the records in. the possession 


eee ee 7 


relied vy she (hee taw to1pe2 authoratios as & member oF: od Chooe 
tan tribe, or etattye8 te Choctaw ei tisenship bya avy oometi~ 
trited nome or. corm ttee of the Oncet ww Mation,. or by the Conmnte- 
bion to the Dive, Biviiascd tribe, ee by ik, sectue of tani” ‘padtea 
Stalin COnrs An Head Terrivery, under the prwiaiotis os the agt 
of Congress. soprered Fane 1D, 1096 (99, Stotes, aah). Sea net 
‘yt dona fet mopeer tren that Sepbimony mad eri dens ot 
fered an support. of paid applieadtona,, or tron tho records in the 
ogeenaton af thé Comission relating t6 persons “Mao pomplied ar 





attempted to Comply with the provisions or add artgoie fourtijen. 
of the treaty of *ghteon hundred wid. thiety:, an” te persons whe 

heretofore were dlatesht» thereuméer, that the rr Raney sanders 

‘wignitiea (in person or by proxy) te Soloed Wu Ward, Inaied« ” 





Nn wip gsc Seite to omy yh tte. provtatcon 
of wa ert ipin. ‘fourteen, of presented B Cake to right tudes 
Wi either of th Gomes rons authoriced 1%’ Aj Udionte ‘sich, Caine bp 
tinh natn ‘of Conghass ApbroreR owed 35 EFF te Stade.) 480 wat 
Mame: Hy 1048 (8 Bibby sayy: el 7 
tite theredore “he opdsion of Lk. Cctensonien thet tne 
evidence herein jr inner teteni to éeternine tae identity of Bertha 
ann Bnesey, Jerwn Bugeey, ‘Clara Mi BUBSMYy OLiver- ti. Drmewys vor 
B, Bueney, Joyot x, Tape ey y Vidi tom Dy Berer. and dlimia WEDS ach 
Moren, an Chodtaw Indians anthileg te righta in’ the Chogiew Lends 
under the prewiidenn ef said arilele Lourtean of the twenty of 
eighteown tmndtrnd ond iirty, atid tint ‘the typ Lent Lone fer Qietr 
identifteat: on as anah should be. Petuaid, bnd it is so ‘ordered. 
: OmsKicsTom to on eons site, | 
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MiC.R, 5629 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, October 27, 1902, 


Mansfield, Mobiurray & Cornish, 
Attorneys for the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations, 
South McAlester, Indian Territory, 
Gentlemen: 

You are hereby advised that on the 27th day of Octoe 
ber, 2902, the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes rendered a de« 
Cision in the consolidated case of Martha Ann Bussey, et al,, embrace 
ing the following applications for identification as Mississippi 
Choctaws! 


Martha Ann Bussey, et al,, H.C.R, 5629 


These applications were made under the provieion of the 


aot of Congress of Time 28, 1898 (30 Stats., 495) which is ae fole 


lowe: 


"Said Commission shall. have authority to determine the 
identity of Chootaw Indians Claiming rights in the Choctaw 
lands under artiele fourteen of the treaty between the United 
States and the Choctaw Nation, concluded Septeaber twenty~ 
seventh, aoerset hundred and thirty, and to that end may ad» 
ninister ®, examine withepses and perform all other acts 
necessary thereto, and make report to the Secretary ‘c bh 





terteor,* 
Said decision coneludes as follows: 


"It ie therefore the opinion of this Commission that. the 
evidenee herein is. insufficient to determine the identity of Martha 
Ann Bussey, James Bunsey, Clara M, Buseéy, Oliver L, aeerer John 
D. Busaey, Joyoe M. Bussey, William D, Moren and Olaud wit leu Moren, 





woQue 


yeeie sk 
HOF a 
ag 


as Choctaw Indiane entitled ‘to righte.in the chectaw., } urider the: 
provisions. of said article fourteen of the treaty of ef ‘en: mungred 
ana grote) and that the applications tor: sneir identification ss 
such sho be refuded, and. it is ao orderedy® . ‘ 

You are further advises that: the applicants in thia case 
have been aliowed fifteen days from the date hereof within which to 
file arguments in this office, and that at the expiration of said 
time, the papers in the case, together with such arguments, will be 
forwarded for review to the Secretary of the Interior through the 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 


Respectfully, 


Commissioner in Charge, 








M, C. Re 5629 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, October 27, 1902, 


Martha Ann Bussey ; 
Bliaville, Oklahoma Territory. 
Dear Madam: 
You are hereby advised that on the 2?th day of October, 
1902, the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes rendered a decision 
in the consolidated case of Martha Ann Bussey, et al., embracing the 
following applications for identification as Mississippi Choctaws: 


Martha Ann Bussey, et al,, M.C.R. 5629 
William D, Moren, et al., is 5630 


These applications were made under the provision of the 


act of Congress of June 28, 1898 (30 Stats.,495) which is as follows: 


"Said Commission ehall have authority to determine the 
identity of Choetaw Indians Claiming rights in the Chootaw 
lauds under article fourteen of the aveotr between the United 
States and the Choctaw Nation, concluded September twenty- 
seventh, eighteen hundred and thirty, and to that end my ad- 
minister oaths, examine witnesses and perform all other acts 
necessary thereto, and make report to the Secretary of the In- 
terior.® 


Saig desiston coneludes as follows: 


“It, is therefore the opinion of this Commission that the 
evidence herein 4s insufficient to determine the identity of Martha 
Ann. Bussey, Jamee Bussey, Clara M, Bussey, Oliver L. aeest John 
D, Bussey, Jayee My Bussey, Willian D, Moren-and Claud William Moren, 

Cs &@ Chop taw Tndiangs entitled ‘to righte in the Choct ands under th 

~_ Brovistons < Src SF Uicle fourteen of the treaty of eighteen hi dred: |: 

‘\\ Ona thirty, and that the applications for their identification: ¢a; such 
should be refused, and it is so ordered, ® Basie 








toa ah. further’ ‘harinde, that you. win he Slilowed fifteen 
day: Fram, the date hereot within, Sebton te tse 


Phe; ang ‘fOBt wh: the expiration at wate 


arguments ih this ots be 
ttme Me papers in the onse, 
togeth on with wacky sreunents, wit be. forvarted for review to the 

eererary ‘of the ) Toterior through’ the 


Commissionér of Indian Affairs, 
Réspectf ull; , 
(SIGNED) 


Commissioner in Charge, 


‘3 Reg istered, 








M.C.R.- 5629 
COPY. 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, November 12,.1902, 


The Honorable, 
The Secretary of the Interior, 
Sir: 

There is transmitted herewith the reoord in the consolidated 
case of Martha Ann Bussey, et al,, applicants to the Commission for 
identification as Mississippi Chootaws, including the decision of 

; the Commission of October 27, 1902, 

The above gonsolidated case embraces the following origie 
nal applications for identification as Missiseippi Chodtaws heard by 
the Commission: 


Martha Ann Bussey, et al., M.C.R. 5629 
Will fag: D, Moren, et al., ad 5630 


The Commi extion hee the honor to report that the prineipal 
spplieants in the Beverai separate applications and ‘the attorneys for 
the Choctaw and Chickasaw Mat tone tinve'been-duly advised by letter of 
the action of the Comad sei6n, coples® of said detters being attached 
to the record, 

Respectfully, 


MIGQNED) 





Crm Ae mm 7 xtees 


ae ee ola be 


Thro the 
"Seinen bier of Indian Affaire, Acting Chairman, 


1 inc losure, M.C.R. 5629, 





Tand, 

68 ,322--1902. (COPY) 
Department of the Interior 
Office of Indian Affairs, 
Washington, Feb. 4, 1903. 
The Honorable, 
The Secretary of the Interior. 

sir: 

I have the honor to submit, herewith, for your consideration, 
the record of the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes in the 
matter of the consolidated application for identification as Missis- 
sippi Choctaws ef the following parties: Martha Ann Bussey for her- 
self, and her five minor children, James, Clara M., Oliver L., 

John D. and Joyee M. Bussey; William D. Moren for himself and his 
minor child, Claud William Moren, wherein a decision adverse to the 
applicants was rendered by the Commission on October 27, 1902. 

The testimony in this case shows that the applicants claim 
right to identification as Mississippi Choctaws under this applica- 
tion by reason of their descent from Wancy Sanders, who they clam, 
was a Choctaw Indian and a resident of the Choctaw yation in Missis- 
sippi, at the time of the making of the Choctaw treaty of 1850. 

The commission rejected the applicants beeause the name of the 
ancestor through whom they claim does not appear among the names 
of those persons who complied or attempted to compjy with the pro- 
visions of the 14th article ofythe Choctaw treaty of 1830, and for 
the additions pason thas he applicants hemselyres—didnet—se 





ply or attempt;,to comply with the provisions of the l4th article of 


said treaty. 


An examination has been made of the records of this office and 





t+--R---2 


it is found that the name of Wancy Sanders does not appear among 


names of those persons. who complied or attempted to comply with the 


provisions of the th artiole of said treaty, 
This being true, it is believed that the decision of the com- 


mission rejecting the applicants was correct, and it is recommended. 


vi py 


i 


aye 
A.C. TONMBR. 


Acting Commissioner. 


Te ST RL ee cape Tice Se gn gf RETR eee yA : 
BH he a ip MS Ee oct AE 








D.C. 5457 (COPY) 

DEPARTMENT OF THS INTERIOR. 

‘WASHINGT OR. 

ITD, 1268-1903. February 19, 1903. 
LRS8 
Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes, 

_Muskoree, I.T. 
Gentlemen: 

November 12, 1902, you transmitted the record in the matter 
of the applitations for identification as Mississippi Chootaws, of 
Martha Ann Bussey and her minor ohildren, James, Clara uf, Oliver L. 
John De, and Joyse MN. Bussey; and of William D. Moren and his minor 
child, Claud William Moren. You denied the applications October 
27, 1902. 

The applicants claim rights in Choctaw lands under article 14 
ef the treaty of September 27, 1830, by reason of being descendants 
of one Nancy Sanders, who is alleged to have been a Choctaw Indian 
re@iding in Mississippi in 1830. 

The records fail to show that the applicants were ever admitted 
or enrolled as citizens of the Choctaw Nation, or that said Wanoy 
Sanders complied or attempted to comply with skia article 14 or with 
either of the achs of March 5, 1837 (5 Stat., 180) and August 23, 
1842 ( 5 Stat., 513). 


Reporting February 4, 1903, (Iand 68322-1908), the Acting Com- 


missioner of Indian Affairs recommends approval ef your deoision. A 
Chpy of his let@#r is inclosed. 





Zhe Department has reviewed the reoord and hereby affirms your 


decision. 
Respectfully, 
THOS. RYAN. 
Acting Secretary. 


1 dnclesure. 





M.C.R. 
copy,” 


‘Muskogee, Iné@ian Territory, March 5, 1903. 


Martha Ann Bussey, 

Bliaville, Oklahoma. 
Dear Madam: 

You are hereby notified that on the 19th day of February, 
1903, the Seeretary of the Interior affirmed the decision of this 
Commission refusing the. applications for identification as Missis- 


Sippi Choctews of the. gev¥eral persons inoluded in the consolidated 


case of Martha Anh Bussey, et al., of which decision you were ad- 
vised by registered mail on the 27th day of October, 1902. 


Respectfully, 








M,.C.R. 5629. 
COPY. 


Maskegee, Indian Territery, March 5, 1908, 


Mansfield, MeMurray & Cornish, 
Attorneys for the Ghootaw and Chickasaw Nations,.. 


South MoAlester, Indian Territory. 

Gentlemen: 

You are hereby notified that on the 19th day of February, 
1903, the Secretary.of the Interior affirmed the decision ef this 
Commission refusing the applications for identifioation as Missis« 
sippi Choctaws of the several persons inoluded in the consolidated 
case of Martha Ann ‘Bussey, et al., of which decision you were advised 
by mail on the 27th day of October, 1902. 

Respectfully, 
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No 


For Identification as a Mississippi Choctaw. 


Date Ae 2 o 4GO%. 
ner Darth Le, gt Aig 
1 FE tim fp tf” 
Post-Office, “bar the DAfe 
Bather Willian JA, DPS, CF 
Mother Mar ik Pls, i 2S. 

Mista sy D2tbhe? 
BH, LD tiv, ve 


Cetra Yoo Z fl ff Chak. 


Children 


Jpg Massey 


VO La. #7 7 ‘ 4507 
Olas — . MY 
tt. a 


Vi i An 




















the id entitieahten 


ertaent @ ¢ the Interior. 
Camasopton te a vive Civilized Tribes. 
gee, I. Ti, May 20th, 1902, 


nage cee QQQ~ +o <e re = 


In the ‘iaakiee of the application of Williiem D, Moren for 
lig and his minor child, Claud Willies 


Morén, a8 Minel issivpi Gh etaws. 


Applicant not represented by attorney. 


Willies D; Moren being first duly sworn testified as fol~ 


lows: 


POEPALE BLPLOPLOAL PLES LYPLLLLHDHO 


Examination by the Commission: 


What is yetr name? A William D, Meren. 
How old are yeu? A Twenty-two. 
How much Ghestaw blood de you claim? A One-+sighth. 
What is er: post office address? A Hliaville, Oklahoma. 
How long ig lived there? A Wine yeare, 
4 you live otier to your residence in Hligvitie? 
Ltd there at Bliaville. 
pa your lifer A Me, Ghickasaw up te the time I came to Ok- 
How long d44 you Live in the Chickasaw Nation? (A Your years. 
Where: were yeu born? A Texas. 
Lares anywhere CN dl except Texas, Chickasaw and Oklahoma? 
° 8 7 “ 
Is ) taving? | A ¥Ne'sir. 
What wae hie meme? A William Moren, 
Hew. old a man would your father be if living new? 
git ar el, 





ba = her Senet ey hong was. Harriet Moren... sips “ 
*@ 8 @ was living? Len gg 
Boe? A ow et your parents @ you fase your oot aw 
e 
re was 


ie pon at porn? A In Mississippi, 
brs See the die? A Died in OMahoma. 
el: ete When she moved «& from thig country? 
well, she young), I den't hoe old she was. 
Are you married? Yes sir. 
ts your wife living? A Yes sir. 





s 


What is her name? A Martha Moren. 

Is she a white woman? A Yes sir. 

Makes no claim te Chectaw bleod? A No sir, 

You make no alaim for her? A Ne sir. 

cig you any children that you want te make application for? 


sea is the name and age ef that child? A Claud Willian 
oren, 

Hew old? A Eleven months 91d. 

Were you and your wife legally married? A Yes sir, 

Were you married under a license? A Yes sir. 

By a minister or official? A Minister. 

United States law? A Yes sir, | 

Have you a copy of the marriage license and certificate with 
you, or the original? A No sir, 


SLLRLALD LC PLCLAaLA 


It will be necessary for you to furnish the Commission with 
evidence of the marriage between yourself and your wife in 
support of the application you make for your child. 


Was your mother ever recognised in any manner or enrellod as a 

member of the Choctaw tribe of Indians in Indian Territory, 

by the Choctaw tribal authorities or the authorities of the 

United States? A No sir, , 

Is your name to be found upon any of the tribal rolls of the 

Choctaw Nation in the Indian Territory? A Ne sir, 

Did you or any one for you ever make application to the Choctaw 

tribal authorities in Indian Territory to be enrolled as a mem- 

ber. of that tribe? A Wo sir. 

Did you or any one for you in the 4 tol 1896, make application 

to the Commission to the Five Civilised Tribes for citizenship 

in the Chocter Nation under the act of Congress appreved June 

10, 1896? A-Ne sir, 

Have you ever teen admitted to citizenship in the Choctaw Na- 

tion by the Cheetaw tribal authorities, the Commission te the 

Five Civilized Tribes or the United States Court for the Indian 

Territery? A No sir, 

Haye you ever made application prior to this time te either the 

Choetew tribal authorities or the authorities of the United 

States te be admitted or enrolled as citizens 6f the Choetaw 

Nation? A No sir, 

De you appear before the Commission at this time Olaiming rights 

in the Choctaw lands in Indim. Territory, under the prey wienes 
>e “ “ov ° ~ vid > . > ® ‘ . ve BORO uc . pet ae! ‘ 

United States government and the Choctaw tribe of Indians, Sep- 

tember 27, 1830? A Yes sir. | ae 





This treaty was entered into at a place ealled Dano- 
ing Rabbit Creek in Mississippi, between the United States 
government and the Choctaw tribe of Indians, Sept r 27, 

+ At. that time the Choetawa ecexpins ¢ portion, ef the 
state of Bivei medpes and a small pers en of the state of Ala- 
bama along the western bourdary line. The object ef the | 
treaty was te secure the removal of all of the Choetaws from 
the country they then eccupied to the new country west of the 





Mississippi river, which is now knewn as the Cheetaw Nation, 
Indian Territory. At the time of the making of the treaty a 
good many Choctaws didn’t want to come te this new eeuntry 
but preferred te remain in the old Choctaw Nation, and for the 
benefit of that class of Indisns article fourteen was made a 
part ef the treaty. That arti¢le is as follows: 


"Bach Choetaw headof a family being desirous to remain 
andbecome a citizen of the states shall be permitted to 
de se, by signifying his intentien te the Agent within 
six months from the ratification of this treaty, and he 
or she shall thereupen be entitled to areservation of 
one seotion of six hundred and forty acres of land, te be 
bounded by sectional lines of survey; in like mamer 
shall be entitled to one half thet quantity for each un- 
married ¢hild which is living with him over ten years of 
age; and @ quarter Bection to such child as may be under 
ten years of age, to adjoin the location of the parent, 
If they resi& upon said lands intending to become citi- 
zens of the states for five years after the ratification 
of this treaty, in «that case, a grant in fee simple shall 
issue; said rese tion shall include the present im 
provement of the hdad of the family, or a portion,of it. 
Persons who claim under this artiele shall not lose the 
privilege of a Choctaw citizen but if they eyer remove 
are not entitled to. any portion of the Choctaw annuity." 


The fourteenth article required that in case a Choctaw 
elected to remain in the old Choctaw Nation he should, within 
six months from the time the treaty was ratified, that is, 
six months from the 24th day of February, 1831, that being the 
day on whihh Congress ratified the treaty, go before the Uni- 
ted States Indian Agent in the old Choctaw Nation, who was 
Colonel Ward, and signify te him, that is, tell him in some 
way that he wanted to remain in the Choctaw Nation and take 
lands under this article, After having done that he was then 
entitled as the head of @ family te one section of six hundred 
and forty acresof land te be bounded by sectional lines of 
survey, and was alse entitled to one half a section for each 
child fn his family cover ten years of age and urmarried; and 
® quarter section or one hundred and sixty aeres for each 
child under ten years of age; the reservation of the children 
to adjoin the reservations of the parents, and these reserva- 
tions to include any impro vements ownedby the head of the 
family at the time the treaty was made. The article also 
receive 8 © the 
govermment he was required to live upon the land fer five 
years, after which time the government would pass te him a 
title in fee simple which would enable him te dispose of the 
Lanes at his pleasure. The last clause of that article is as 

Ollowa: 








"Persons who claim under this article shall not lese the 
privilege of a Choctaw oitizen, but if they ever remove 
are not entitled to any portion ef the Choctaw annuity.* 





9 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
a 
Q 
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Theat means that a Choctaw who remainedin the old Choctaw Na- 
tion and eomplied with this article by taking his lands and 
resid on them for a term of five years; if he was to remove 
to the Cteaw Nation, Indian Territory dia not forfeit hig 
right to citizenship In the Chootaw nat on, Indian Territory, 
but did forfeit his right to participate in the annuity pay- 
ments, Annuity was meney being paid to the Choctaw Indians 
wr ape under treaty provisions by the UnitedStates govern- 
ment. 

Now is that the article under Which younmake your elaim? 

Yes sir. 

Deo you think you understand it as read and explained? 

I think I do. 

Now, what was the name of your Choctaw ancestor who resided in 

the old Choetaw yatien at the time the treaty was made? 

Naney Sanders, 

What relatien are you. te Nancy Sanders? A My great-grandmoth- 

ere--or IT mean my grandmother, 

You derive your @hoctaw blood from your mother, Harriet Moren? 

Yes sir. 

Which one of her parents did she get her Choctaw blood frem? 

Her: mother. 

What was her mother's name? A Wanoy Sanders. 

Now was Wanqy Sanders married and the head of a famly in. 1830 

at the time this treaty was made? A Yes sir, / 

Did she live in the old Choctaw Nation in Mississippi or Ala- 

bama at. that time, or was she recognized as a member of the 

Choct&.w tribe of Indians? A She was in Mississippi. 

Did she own any improvements upon what constituted the old Chee- 

taw Nation in Mississippi and Alabama at that time? A I den't 

know, 

Did any ef your Choctaw ancestors remove from the old Choctaw 

Nation in Mississippi and Alabama between the years 1833 and 

1838 when the main portion of the Ghoctaws moved te the Choctaw 

Nation, Indim Territory? A No sir. 

Did Nancy Sanders, within six months from the 24th day of Febru- 

ary 1833, eppear before the government Agent there in Mi sei as- 

ippi and signi to him her intention of remaining and taking 

lands under artiele fourteen? A I don't know. 

Did she ever claim er receive any land from the United States 

government as a Choctaw Indian? A I don't know, 


in aceordance with the provisions of the fourteenth 





ent in Mississippi te 





register the namesef all Choctaws who wanted to remain’ and be- 
come oitizens of the states. The records of the governsient 
show that he failed to register the names of a great 

Chectaws who really dia appear befere him, anden this aceeownt 
lands on which the Choctaws had improvements and which they 
desired to have reserved for them under article fourteen, Were 
taken from them and sold by the government at ite publie 
sales, This caused a great many complaints on the part of the 
Choetaws and these complaints finally reached Congress, and 





© 
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Cengress, under various acts, one passed in the year 1837, and 
mother fn the year 18428, empowered “mnovneee. go inte the 
state of Mississippi and investigate these ¢ » These Com 
missions exemined ‘irito a large number of slate geome of whieh 
they @llowed and tome theyrefused. Of the claims allowed 
after ‘erreva, by. the-Gecretary of War ad the President, te 
it was found ¢ theland had net been seld and Choctaws es- 
tablished their rights te them, they were given the land. 

If, however, it was found that the lands had been seld and 
theses Choetaws appeared before the Comnissi ens and established 
their rights, they were given scrip for the lands that were 
lost. ‘Under this Seray veey could locate on yacent government 
lands in Mississippi, Alabama, Louisiana or Arkaneas. 


Did your Choctaw ancestor, Nancy Sanders appear before either 
of these Commissions and attempt to establish claims to land 

under artiele fourteen? <A I @n't know, 

Did she ever reavive any scrip whichwas issued by either of 

these Commissions for lands which she established claims te and 

had been sold? A TI don't. know, 

Did she ever receive any land from the UnitedStatées government 

as @ Choctaw rndian? A TI don*t know, 

Was she. ever a recognized menber of the Choctaw tribe of In- 

dians? A Yes sir. 

How de you know that? A I have beén taught that, 

Who by? A By my mother. ‘ 

All you know about it then is what has been handed down to you 

by your family history? A Yes sir, 

Have you any witnesses you want to bring in support of your ap- 

Plieation to-day? A No, not to-day, 

Have you any documentary evidence such as deeds or patents to 

land you want to file in support of your case to-day? 

No sir, / 

Do you know of the existence of any deeds or patents to land 

that would tend to show that your ancestors complied with the 

provisions of this fourteenth article? A Wo sir, 

Do you speak or understand the Ghoctaw langus;ze? A Wo sir, 

You say you have some witnesses that you want to introduce be- 

fore the Commission at a later date? A Yes sir. 

What are their names? A William Sartin and Ive Sartin; that's 

all that I know of. 

How old are these people? A Will is twenty-six years old. 

How 61d is the other one? A Nineteen. 

What do you expect to prove by them? A My citisenship. 

Your citizenship? You make an 9 Pies 


. 





Micsissippi Choctaw under article fourteen of the treaty between 
the United States government and the Cheotaw tribe of Indians} 
in order to be identificd you will have to prove certain things, 
the Compliance on the part of your ancestors with the pro- 
visions of article fourteen; new what can they testify te? 

Only what they have been taught; they are Chickasaw Indians. 
Have you any relatives who have been before the Commission and 
eppliel for identification as Mississippi Choctaws? 

No gir, 





Your identification as a Mississippi Chectaw will de- 
pend ypen your proef of some compliance en the part of your 
ancestors with article fourtcen Wiich I have resd and explain-~ 
ed te you, andif Fp ean furnish any evidence that will tend 


to show that compliansés the Commission will be very glad te 
receive it. . 


Q Is there any further statement you desire te make? A No sir, 


Thig applicant has light brown hair, hight brown eyes, 
medium fair cemplexion, features and appearance of a person 
of white parentage, testifies that he has no knowledge of ary 
act of compliance on the part of his ancestors with any of the 
provisions of artiole fourteen of the treaty of 1830. 


Albert @G. Mowillan, being first duly sworn states that as 
stenographer to the Commission to the Five Civilized »ribeshe re-« 
ported the proceedings had in the above entitled cause on the 20th 
day of May, 1902, and that the above and foregoing is a full, true 
and correet transcript of his stenographic notes taken in said 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 25 day of May, 1902. 





Cltartes Fe... Lares, tt 





Notary Public. 








RBEY: MjOLR. 6630: 


Muskogee; Indian TerPitory, Ootoder 87, 2902; 


William Ds Moran, 
Ellavilie; Oklahoma Territery. 
Dear Sir: 

You are hereby advised that on the 27th day of Ooto- 
ber, 1902, the Commission to the Five Civilized Tripes rendered a de 
cision in the consolidated case of Martha Ann Bussey, et al,, émbrad: 
ing the following applicatioria for identifieation ag Mississippi Choo- 


taws: 


Marthe Ann Bussey, et al,, M.C.R, 5629 
Williem D, Moren, et ai., ” 5630 


These applications were made under the prevision of the 
act of Congress of June 26, 1696 (30 State,, 496) which is as’ follows: 


"Said Commigaion shall ‘have authority to determine. the 
identity of Chectaw Indians claiming rights in the Chootaw 
lands under artinle fovirteen of the treaty between the, United 
States and the Choctaw Nation, concluded ptember twenty- 
seventh, eighteen hutidred and thirty, and to that ena mey ad- 
minister oaths, examine witnesses and perform all oer tna 
patting therete, and make repert te the Secretary of thé Th- 
terior. : 


Said decision concludes as follows: 


“It is therefore the opinien-of thie Commisgion that, the 
evidence herein is insufficient to détermine the identity. of Martha 
Ann Bus se ames F : r o : 0 ee Bet 
D, Bussey, Joyce Mx Bussey, William D, Moren ané Claud Wi Siem Moren, 
as Choctaw Indians entitled to rights if the Choctaw landa under the 
Provisions of said artiole fourteen of the treaty of eighteen hundred 
and byseats f and that the applications for their identification as 
sudh showld be refused, and it 18 ao ordered, * 





You ate, further advised that you: will be allowed firteen 
days from the date hereof with dit whion ‘te Tile arguments in this of- 


fice, and that at the expiration aE seid time the papers in the case, 
* no F ; 
fogether with such argunents, wild We: ‘forwarded for review te the. 


Secretary of the Interior through the Commissioner of rid tah ‘Af teire, 


Respeptfrul ly , 


(SIGNED), 


(Yl A A z . 
1.4 Epahe pana Lee a am a0 Al's 


we’ 5 ee OE oe ae hee 


aad 


Commissioner in Giaree ‘ 
Registered, 








H.C.R. 5630 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, Maroh 5, 1903. 


William D. Meren, 
Bliaville, Oklahoma, 
Dear Sir: 
You are hereby notified that ‘on the 19th day of February, 
1903, the Seorétary of the Interior affirmed the decision of this 
Commission’ refusing the applications for identifioation as Missis- 
sippi Ghoctawe of the several persona inoluded ;in the consolidated 


ease of Martha Ann Busey, st al., of whioh decision you were advised 


by registered mail on the 27th day of October, 1902, 
Respectfully, 
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“ pepaktaarr OF* ‘rie’ : ieranton, 
cont purest TO..THE FIVE ‘CivnirzED TRIBES. 


In the matter of the appiteatian’ of Eivire Josephine hequii : 
et al., for identification’ ae, Misafestpp! Chootaws, consolidating 


thé ‘appléeations of; : 
Elvira Josephine Brown, BR. 5632; 
Mattie Jane Watson, 6+ als, -C, Ry 5634; 
Minnie My, Griftith, Cc; 6645; 
Seren Tine Henry, ee r 1358; 
Sarah B elie. Henry, et als: 4 6682; 
JohniN, ary, @t al., . oR, $653; 
Birdie Fy. Ke R, 5654; 
BLijeh AM hee st.al., © : R., 5632; 
Mary Magdalene twad, et at., M,C, R, 8636; 
an fer “Brown, et al,, MA Rs 5633; 
pote Mica Bee veg 
Mary J, Wa Bley; : FA 4 
Margery st 3 os a et al,, Fee 2. 


List of papeite: 
forwarded’ to the Seoretary ofthe Interior, with the record 
in the above case, togethér.with: the page 
ocdupied by each in ~ 
said» re¢ord..: 


11 pete 


Origine) epplication ef Blvira t Brown, for page 
enrollment as a Choctaw citizen by bionah | Set nea veg eeae 


Originak, apphicatiton of mivire a ‘Brown, for: 
enrolinent “as  Nnockee Bis by se aeod, ares 


i 
a 


Attend pf Wend Ke Wprbtearass<je6b ohh rae sep 

_ Afthiavet: of Widasan BAM coe Fuki Es seap gol 

Decision ‘ite! Gorm outer potubing he 
plieetion of Bivira dT. Bro ris: Twetita§ fof. sh 


ment ae: Bf tk ons ‘sa the: by steamer nage 2, 


5 Ph 





Oxtiginal "sabi toation of Bivite: ca inowal for 
enrollment ag. oftizen by bleed of the Chootan 
Watton, taken at Muskogee, Indian Yarritory, 
July By, BOO) pe en ereresisigevestaspetnasamene ss 


Letter.of the Commission to Fivire J .Brawn, 
notifying her that she would. be egllowed thirty’ 
days in wrioh to subiiit her affidavit,oorroborat- 
ed by two witnesses, setting. forth that she cleimed 
a Yight to be laonti fied as @ Mississippi Choctaw,..........11 


Registry WOOOUNE Ss cba So brs APR cases eras geccetdes 13 


Original application of Elvira J, Brown, for 
identification as a Mississippi Choctaw,.. 


Additional testimon,” in the: matter of ‘the 
application of Elvira J..Brown,for adansgeegeveon 
as a Mississippi Choctaw, ses. 


Copy of. a lettér of the Commission, addressed 
to Nattie: 3, Watsenjnotifving her that. ahe would 
be allowed thirty days in which to submit her 
affidavit, corroborated by two witnesses, setting 
forth that she cléimed a right to be identified 
8 & Nigetienipns ChOCCaWs sc cscs cece cceccccavececes 


Rogietry FEGSIpt een ccecvamsvevecese 
Affidavit of Mattie J. Watson,..... 


Affidavit of Elvira J. Brown and joint af= 
fidavyit of W. T. Brown and T. J, Huddleston,. 


Original application of “attie Jane Watson, 
et aly, for identification as Mississippi 
CHOCCAWS, ose serees 


Copy of a letter of the Coimmisgsion to 
Minnie M, Griffith, notifying her. that she would 
be allowed thirty days in which td submit her 
affidavit, corroborated by two Witnesses, 
setting forth that she claiméd a right to 
be iddntified as a Mississippi Cheotaw,..+.. 


Regiatre Pecadnt: oils ces aad, 





Affidavit of Mra, Minhté x, Griffith,...... 


Affidavit: of Flvira J. Brown and joint 
affidavit’ of VW. T. Brown, and iJ ,Huddleston,... ‘ 39 


Oraginnd application of Minn’ Me Griffith, 
for ae. ae a adeteatpse CROOK » «= sss enaesVne¥ +, 


t 





«S~ 


page 


Original.applisation of Sarah J, Henry, et al, ; 
for identification as Wisesissipp! Cho¢taws,.., ; 


Original application of Sarah J. Henry yfor 
enrollment as a citizen by blood of the “hoctaw 
Nation, taken at.~Muskogee, Indian Territory, 
July 8, 1901, : 


Original application of Sarah Jane Henry ; 
for the identification. of herself as a Mississippi 
Choctaw,... : 


Criginal appligation of Sarah’ Belle Henry 
et-a@l., for eargilment as citizens by blood of the 
Choctaw Nation, 


Copy of @: letter of the Commission to Sarah 
3, Henry, notifying her that, shé would be allowed 
thirty days in whith to submit, her affidavit, cor- 
roborated by two witnesses, setting forth the fact 
that she claimed: a right: to identification ag a 
Mississippi Choctaw’, 


Affidavit of Sarsh 3B, 


Joint affidavit: of F. M. Simmons and Thomas 


Birth affidavit of as to Birdie Henry, 
infant daughter of sarah Belle Henry ,. 


supplemental testimony of Sarah Belle Henry 
in her appligation for identification as a igs 
Sissippi Choctaw,.. 


Original application of John Ny Henry, et 
al., for enrollment as citizens by ‘blood of the 
Choctaw Nation,, 


Copy of a letter.of the Commission to John 
N, Henry, notifying him that he would have thirty 
days in which to submit hig effidayit, corroborated 
by two witnessés, sétting forth the fact that he 
Claimed a right to identification ‘ag @ Mississippi 
Choctaw,.. 
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Affidavit’ of John xX. 


Joint- affidavit of F..? 
WONG: oreo dec tinrge cab eww Ce 





Homa BE John, tee 
WEF Leetonia: 


aaa eokue 


“ood inet ary sakention?er: Wine F.. fatty 
for..ernyolinent.as a: e1tioen By Rhoed Of thw. 
eee ahcanth aca eee ee ede 


Lettestar. ‘the bomises ion. Addvebebd 6. 
Birdie) RS Kelty. notifying her - hep she Sou 
have .thirty: days TW Which ae patie ange attigavst) 
corraborated bY two ‘Hdtnessesy. : tiie forth the,” 
fact ‘that ghee: & right to ideatirioation 
ag. a lidestssippt Cho FRR, «oben oy on SiS ay 


Registry. oce it hin 
Agr idav st: ‘of Bindie Fs BeIbeyss 


Joint affidavit of Fy “Me Simmons and. Thomas 


OWT ye vinta nie aye bake . OE kt oc ae 


Supplembatal testing of, irate ¥... Kebiy 
in ‘her app2ication’ for SAGORELT eats as 
¥ississippi-’ Sheetar. Bp ee 


origina: application (oP ae ‘Eli jan Wa2Vdems’ for 
enrolime nt ag: a “citizen iby Baned, of. the has aa 


Nation,..< Jee paws ‘ ray 


original application of. kitjah WAt3 veins ‘for. 


enrollment #&.a, gitizen by blood iof the Choctaw. -' 
Nation, taken dt ‘Muskogee, ; indian, Territory, a 


ecenber 1B, ABLG 5 5D awe 3s 5 SP te AE 


Ord ted: appl igation bf DId feu a sand. 


et al.) for enroliment as titizens: by Qlood ° 


the Cho¢tew Nation, taken: at: digs kogee,. Twdian. i 


Berra very « July By AOL so «ay gayest ivan PBN a 


“Con Cot B letter of, the., Combaed vs “‘eaarees @:! 
Bld jak. Vi Tisans ,: notify ing nie: shat® he would ieee 
thirty daya--in’ Whigh to submitihis atfiae aavit,.. 


corroborated ty two Witnesses, se acid dened tied the”. , 
ae 


fact) that he: stained: s Sight. to fe 
asa bala hescita sobicaatt are 


By 





re 


‘ Margaret: e 





“te, yopate 


Orde: sea: ics me’ # hanes 
ee aks rat sad of la ge oe s = 


Si ABYSS eRe <br tiheate has 


CNET e2 pabplsda tain Of lary: tiaghaai | 
+ Sete , OF: Bn: em oe’ cyte as gl Ry 
tng chgetaw bast bE a ‘a A “. 
Bese ry : 

Se Por of | le ttor ea “the een ab tens adaéeousa to 
2 Mey Me oad ae er that she Would Have ©). : 

” SOAR AY daye’ by ‘ha. atria: Hi  affidav | tivorrob- 

by tue Pai Ene etaey setting firth: the fact that 

‘heclalaedig riknt tp a Mdomtirteation a6 -a Mintis~ 
-aipoi choetan,s 0: ee a we STE Ee 5 2s 


go 
bibed of 


Regs etry Hbceipt ps vif as é te ane anes 
ae 
atfidavit of Mary,: Magdeleng: MOOG sis wie. 


Joint affidavits of Fannie ros Wilt tees 6nd ss 
Be, Williams,- and. of wW, hoPuresey: and James, Ay PSEMR oss“) 


origitied application: of ‘Mary vagdalene > 
Todd, et al, ; tow: acentanshateray as nipatnatppt 
Choctams,:<55 142, oy 


Original éhplication of Bh Pee ‘Broen for 
enrollment as a ‘Chactam citizen ay blood. - 


Original application er Alida Brows for: . 
enroliment as e Choctaw citizen: by: bleed, taken ‘at 
Muskogee, Tndfart Territory 3 De centbes 15,; B99)... 


In the niatter of the wholigation ef Aline da Cy 
Brown, 6 atv, for enrojiment as citizens by 
vlood Of thé Choctaw Nation, taken at Muskogee, 
Indian Territory 5: PULY: By WOOL gies En denge vue 


Copy. of. a tetter ef, the Commission to Almeda 
C< “Brown, netifying: her. thet she would have thirty,’ | 
days in which 20, submi* her: affidavit, corroborated: 
by (the ped setting forth’ the. fact that. she. 
cléiaed a raphe te: sAdentit ication: ae Miseiasippa. 


Gidawn, eter te a eee ee wrd'e Mey: 


Registry Hebets. Ge a: Sie her nd nse ee 
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“ Join@wPriaayst of: Elyira.i.. Brown, 8. 
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brow and, Txy ax: \Hutdieston,, . Bede ehbew CRD tte. 5 + Wikea gi garee © 128," Ke 
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se erties upegagrens 
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‘porreuerat te a 
fact: that he. Duan! a Pay ontif ied ae 
a MiBssBe pps Chao tar et 

Agridavit of imal jnge 


ait 
yornt aa te aeta ey. Lee behs WeP 
Brown, ae Te. ude este nis: Be Ra pepinke ne Se Oh Se 
ation. ot Ms yr seelig Maton; at ali” 
for eee tien tae. bby blood or the: 
Shs a4 fa age enc aces es ek yeh pa teks 
‘Ropy er ji: ‘Teusae’: or “the ‘tint ge sant addressed 
‘te to any Je Watson, Notifying her that she,.woyld 
arty pre Wn cabkoh th submit her affi- 
aavix} dorroborated by. ‘two witnesses, setting 
orth (the fact that she claimed a right tobe 
identifies. as 4 Miepiceinps: : arimbemlee 


Registry Heeipts +, 
Affidavit of itary J. Watson, 2% 


ki, Joiat weridevit of” timed C. Brown, 
¥ W. Te BPOWn ‘and; T pov whe Huddleston, ’. a» tng? we eee 


original, ‘application of Mary iS.) watson, 
et al,4 for sdentification as Midsissipps 
ORES ERNE exo a9 FRE abl »* 


P “original appiteaticn of wsaatet 1 Li 
Trammell ys... ses . Pe re eee eg 


«. OPiginal ecplicativa of Margaret rds 
Dremietl , ‘et ali, for fdentifiedtioy as 
Mississippi Ghootews, taken at Nuskogee, 
tepane Terri tony, January DA, 2900,. ose 


»o) Ot ginels abphisavion of Senne 
ere ae ‘Trammell; 6t ‘al. ,-forenroliment 

s pitiszene: by: blaod. of the Che¢iaw Nation, 
qanati at Muskogee; TrBian Terr tory, 

a: 9, AaB fat sa eiCiig on ig a 








"haareneea We fom % Ly Populi’ waaeita tka. 

het: phat’: $e novi Date “thirty days dn whieh 

“to gabe dregs: it, corroborated , by. 4Wo! 

“Hibeeees caigs oP th the. Phage i she’. 
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mis Ki) Hens 
Pure ley. £04 


‘EA 
$ 


tists spprtoution of’ pane see reri Hs eer 


ees Frenne ih, hoy nt aaa Citizen “hy “ole 


f hie} Ctida tiaw Siethoby. teken at Mushegea; 4.¢ ’ , 
Tndien. Rene very y: yeuay’ Dy. et ey eee 5 a isg 


yk of a 1skter Se: the Comms gion “* &* 


° “eddressedisto Thomas I.’ : L notify ing ex. tet 


‘that. he: would have thirty days in whith to: 
submit his affidavit, ‘conmebora ted by twe 
witnesses, setting fortis’ the fact that he: 
claimed e right to He:tdentified as a 
Missispippi CHOC CAW y's! eie a oie Obie 


Registty Peceapes. 
AtLadewit of: Thoitias’ J. Trammell ,i.i. 


Joint ArMidayi ts of Margaret, L. Tramiell, 
Fannds Ay Vilifamg, and of W.'M. Purley ‘and 
JamesAy Pagan, .. 


i Original applisdtion of Margaret 1. 
Trammell, st* ali, for SOR Bras eee as 
Mississippi Chogteaws, 


Additional:.testimony in the matter’ ‘OF, 
the application’ of Margaret L, Trammell,et 
al,, for identification as’ Mississippi 
Choctaws, taken before ‘the Commission at’ 
Muskogee, Indian ferritory, May’ 31, 2902, cs 


Yotion @f certain of the within ~ 
applicants, throngh their attorney, ‘asking 
that their cates be eonsolidated with and’ 

made a part of. the Migsissippt Choctaw case 
of Elvire Josephine Brown; ot al, ,M.C.R, 5632, 


Testimony of; Fannie. divs Wiliams; taken 
before the Commission at Muskogee, Indian .- ; 
Territory ».May 21, 3902, to. he anades | ‘applicable 
» An the: consolitated bade of Elvira-J. Rtowny, 

‘et hs AGAR, SSR pe eh WA eee tla 





eta 


‘Testimony. of Outibe ria nd POLK, «100555 ae 
Meeting ce vatey. ie ee : 


batyih 





rth, 


nh of the tn er, 
ay Tuy. 8 he 


matter of tie application for onee} % asa 
os tinen w "pited sf the Cheetaw Nation of Rivira J; Reown, 


AppLiaant represented by H, Le Btoney Attorney. 


" . 





” 


Rivira J. Brown being first duly sworn by, Cormissioner Breckin= 
watae: testified as followst 


Rzamineation by +he.Csomiasion: 


What ie your name? A, Rlvire J... Browne 
How @24 are you? A, I am 47, 
What 18 your Post Office a@éress’? A, Marhetta. 
Where is that? A, Chickasaw potent Indian wes 
yow leng haye you lived in the “Enal an Terri I haye been 
here: next ‘fall will be fon the las Sites I have been 
here before that ff anf en-ter ten years but tne last time I 
have: been here four years this fail, 
Are you applying for enrollment as a oiti zen by Wleed of the 
Gheetaw Nation? A Yes sir. 
Yow want to.make applieation? A, I made an application at Atoka <~ 
. aon tine de you want te apply for anyene besides. yourse 1f? 
os 
Have es got any children under 21 years of ag@ wurimerried? A, 
Re eir. 
Is Your husband living? As Yeu sir. 
ére you maldng mpplic:tion fer him? A Ne sir, . 
Siaiming for yourself alone? ee Just for wrelf. alone. 
What is Rikon Gane name? ea cet been Gena” quite’ wi 
Ta. your ving? A ge Bean been de a while, 
fee ee gata A tinge Br netieg stow n. yihia 
B re You a REO. 
mane dently ile Taree your father or throuzh your 
+. artes * gumcter, 
Or te te ve, atre2le6 





= + abewt the 7] = 
Le oon s sg Denerber 


ster? Av Me 
sy eee 


iy, Are ‘hg 


, een a cae on estate 





pig oars 

newed her application Liment and the 
omission at that tine ormed Her,” as your 
name ia not found om any..ef the rolls ef the 
Chootaw Nation and your parents: have never been 
enrelled' we Have no authority’ te enréll you and 
your enroliment is therefore refused; the appli- 
cation made at that time was for herself, ser tem” 
and her two. children Mattid 3. Watson and Miunre |. 
Griffith and’ her two grandchildren Minnie Belle 
ard, Sallie Watsen; there in alee filed as a part 
ef the application in the appearance of Decenber 
7, 2899 the affidavit ef William Binks and the 
affidavit of M. ¥s Welborn; the same are filed 
herewith and made a part of this application. 


opi AT er 


jorsen fhe ap 


Q. Is your name om any of the tribal rolla of trie Choctaw Nation? 
A. Not that I know anything of; I dont knew anything about it. 


The tribal rolla of the Chootaw Nation in the § 
pessession of the Commisgion have heen carefully ’ 
examined and the names of this applicant does 

not appear thereon, on 


A. I made application at Atoka and they said there was no denial; we 
offered to furnish more evidence and they said: there would be 
no denial in the case. ‘ad 

Q. In 1696 five years age did you make application to the Commission 
to the Pive Civilized tribes for citisenship. im the Chectaw Na- 
tion under the Aet of Congrenn of June 10, 18967 A. No wir. 


. The records of parties to<mppémal applications 
for oitizenship in the Choetaw wation under the 
Aat of Congress of Time 10, 1896 have been gare- 
fully examined and it does not appear that this 
applicant wan ever admitted to citizenship under 
that Act’ of Congress. 


Q. Have you. ever bean admitted te eitizenship in the Choctaw wation 
by a judgement of the United States Cowr't in the Indian Terri« - 
tory? A. Mot that I know anything of. 





Reoords ef persons adnitt+ed te citizenship in 
the, Chegtaw Nation: gS Rae ef the United 
Staves Court in the Indian Territery heve bean 
carefully examined and the name of tia appli+ 
cant does not appear thereon. 


Referenoe ie hereby made.to the application of 
Re aie ad 
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i 





ot the. ath day of yay, ‘wi, ind. ah, the aerate » and forbeetine is 
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7m waldradate iu nid cause, ; a ae, % | Eatin 
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Department of the Interior, 
Commission. te the Five Givi) Trives, 
Muskogee, I,T, May 22, isee, 


In the mtter of the consolidated case of Bivira J. Brown, et 
@lesy applicants for identification as Missiesippi Chootews embracing 
the applications of 


widen. whuas 
7%: 


Jane * 
et al 
¥e . 


James MN areens 
wattie Jane Wa son, et al., 


Attorney W. M, Gravens, appearing fer applicants. 


SVS MTS Yo Vevey ~yoy-v~yoyeyey y 


Fannie Ann Williams being first duly sworn testifies as 
follows: 


Rxamination by the Gemmission, 


What is your name? A Yarmie Ann Williams, 
How old are you? A 
Do yeu make any stare to bac ee ee 
Is your husband living? oO, s 
What was his name? A Wathaniel Williams, 
Did he claim to be possessed of Choctaw bleed? <A Yes, sir, 
How much? A Glaimed ting half, 
s 

tvs nis Chocte ticod? A Yrom lellie Yoleom 

Yeisen to. Nathaniel Wiliiems? A She was his 


PEL PLLLLLO 





© man was your kusband when he died? A He was forty 

dead? A Dé years, 

he was born. in? A We, sir, 

he would ‘tse about seventy-six years old? A 
te tint he was born prier to the year 38207 A 
© wether Neliie Folsom was married and the head of 4 


a Yes 
he yon i509 A You, airy: 





r) 


Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 


Bxamination by attorney Gravens. 


ae were you married to Nathaniel Williams? A I was married in 

4 

In 186517 A Yes, sir. 

Where were you married to him? A In Arkansas. 

In what County? A Pike County, Arkansas, 

By whom were you married to him? A By a Justice of the Peace. 
Did zee have on license to marry? A_ MWNo, sir, 

Did the Jaw at that time require any license for marriage in 
Arkansas? A We, sir. 

After your marriage in 1851 did you and yow husband live together 
wmtil his death? A Yesy sir. 

When was his death; when did he die; in whet year? A He has 
peen dead thirty years: 

That would be in 709 A Yes, sir. 

Where did he die? A In Red River County, Texrs,. 

How long did you know him before you married him? A Only a short 
time; not ever three months. 

Where had he ceme from did you understand from him at that time? 
A He was born and raised in Mississippi. 

You learned thet frem him? A Yes, sir, 

Hew leng had he been from Mississippi? A TI could not tell you. 

yeu oag't tell what he said about it? A I don't renemer what 

said. 

How long did yeu live with him in Arkansas? A About twelve 
years. 

Where e4a'y ol BR 4 She Arkansas? A Red River County. 

Red River & A Yes, sir. 

Lived there omnes his death? A Yes, sir. 

During the time of your marr from 1851 until his death he 
lived in Arkansas and Texas? Yes, sir. 

Never lived anywhere else? A No, sir, 

What did he say he was; what Nationality? A Half Breed. 

Half breed what? A Indian, Choctaw Indian. 

Did he talk the Choctaw language? A Yes; he could talk both 

English and Choctaw. 

He could talk both? A Yes, sir. 

You have seen him with Chootaws? A Yes, sir. 

How many children were*born of your marriage with Nathaniel 

Williams? A Six. 

wea you give their names co: menocing with the oldest? A One is 
e 


e 
One is dead? A Yes, sir, 
What is the name of the dead one? A Mary Alice. 
Was she married ? A Yes, sir. 
Leave any children? A No, sir.Sarah Jane is the oldest. 
Where is she? A She is in Red River County now, 
Sarah Jane what? A arse: Jane Henry. 





What are their names? A Johnnie, Birdie and “Belle. 


Are they all ret A They were all Henrys but one of her 
daughters married a Henry. 


Examination by the Commission. 


What is the name of her boy? A John. 

What is the name of her daughter? A Belle is the youngest and 
Birdie is the oldest. 

Whom did Belle marry? A She married a Henry. 

Whom 4id Birdie marry? A She married a Kelley, 





Rxamination by attorney Oravens, 


That: was 2, Qlided child? A Yes, sir. 

Whe was the next? A Elvira Josephine Brown, 

She is the lady whe gave her testimony to-day? A Yes, sir, 
Whe is the next ene? A Elijah, 

Your son? A Yes, sir, 

Whe was the next ene? A Margaret L. Trammell. 

Who is next? A Almeda 0, Brown. 

renee orwen is the Almeda Brown who testified here to-day? A 
es, sir, 


Examination by the Comission. 


Now all of your children have been before the Commission to-day 
except sarah yane Henry have they not? A Yes, sir, 


And have given tegimeny in their applications for identification 
as Mississippi Choctaws? A Yes, sir, 


Examination by attorney Cravens. 


You married in 1851; was your husband a grown man at that time? 
A Yes; he was twenty-six years old. 


Examination by the Commission. 


What year, if you know Mrs, Williams,did your husband heve 

from the state of Mississippi? A 1 I oan tell you it was 1851 

Did he iecate in Arkansas at that time? A Yes, sir, 

-- did not move to the Choctaw Nation Indian Territory? A No, 

8 rr. - 

Was he a recognized member of tie Chootaw tribe of Indians in 

Miesissippi? A Yes; he told me he was, 

Did you ever hear him say whether his mether Nellie ¥Yolsom ever 

received any land from the United States government as a Choctaw 

Indian? A Wo, sir. 

De you understand the Provisions of the fourteenth article con- 

tained in the treaty made between the Choctaw tribe of Indians 

rs we et tes States government September 27th 283509 A I don't 
ow t do. 


This treaty was entered into between the government of the 
United States and the Choctaw tribe of Indians at a place 
Called Dancing Rabbit Creek in the state of Mississippi on 
the 27th day of September 1830, At the time the treaty was 
rp re raphy Indians sreaeate a sigh tees ye rh sai = 
Missisa da i portion of t atate a 
the ie oP boumiry ine” Sede " oe 


stern » The object of the treaty was to secure 
the removal of the Choctaws from the old Choctaw Nation that they 
then soa pied to the New Country west of the Missisdppi River 
which is now known as the Choctaw Nation Indian Territory. At 
the time the treaty was made some of the Chootaws were unwilling 





to os to remain in what 





constituted the eld Choctaw Nation and for the benefit of that 
Glass of Indians, and in order that they might be provided for, 
article fourteen was made a part of that treaty. That article 
is as fellows? 


"Bach Ghectaw head of a fm ily being desirous to remain and be- 
come a eit of the states shall be permitted to do so by 
myers yhegs $ ® intention to the Agent thin six months from the 
ratification of this treaty and he or she shall ther ® en- 
titled te a wenorentans rtd one section of six iundred nad » 
acres of land te be bounded by sectional lines of survey} in 





manrey shall be entitled to one-half that quantity for each 
unmarried ohild which is livin: with him ever ten years ef age} 
and a quarter section te such child as may be under ten years of 
age, to adjoin the logation of the parent, If they reside on 
said lands intending to become citizens of the States fer five 


years after the ratification of this treaty in that case a grant 
in fee simple shall issue; said reservation shall inolude the 
present improvement. of the head ef the family or a portion of it. 
Persons who ginim wider this article shall not lose the privi- 
lege of a Ghootaw citizen but if they ever remoye are not to be 
entitled te any portion of the Choctaw annuity." 


That is the fourteenth artiole of the treaty of 1550 and it 
required that in case a Choctaw elected to remain in the old 
Choctaw Nation, did notwant to go te this new country he should 
within six menthe from the date this treaty was ratified go to 
the United States Indian Agent there, the treaty being ratified 
by Congress on the 24th day of February 1831, and signify te him, 
or else notify him that he did notwant to go te this new 
sountry but wanted to remain in the old Choctaw Nation, take 
land there underthe provisions of this article and become a citi- 
zen of the atates, After having done that this Choctaw was en~- 
titled as the head of a family to a reservation of one sectinn of 
six hundred and iy | acres of land to be bounded by sectional 
lines of survey} in like manner for each child in his family 
over the age of ten years and wimrried he was entitied to one- 
half that quantity or three hundred and twenty acres and for each 
child in his family uner ten years of age, he was entitled te 
ene quarter section or one hundrea and sixty aores of iand. The 
reservation of the children to adjoin the reservation of the 
parents and these reservations to include any improvements owned 
by the head of the family at the the treaty was made, September 
27th 1830. This article also required that after a Chootaw had 
received his land frem the goverment and had resided on the 
same for a term of five years the government would give him a 
deed er patent to the land transferring to him @ title in fee 
simple enabling him to dispose of the land at hismpleasure. 

The last elause of this article is as follows; 


*Persons whe claim under this article shall not lose the 
privilege of a Ghoctaw citizen but if they ever remove are not 
to be entitled to any portion of the Cheotaw annuity." 


That mans that a Choctaw who reimined in the old Choctaw 
Nation, took his land under the provisions of this article, com- 
plyinz with all the requirements ef it, did ever remove to the 
Choctaw Wation Indian Territory, was stil entitled te citizen- 
ship in the Choctaw Nation Indian Territory but was not entitled 
to any portion of the Choataw annuities; amuities were moneys 
paid to the Chectaw Indians under treaty provisions. 





Now you have testified that your husband Nathaniel ans 
derives his Ghoataw blood from Nellie Folsom and that he was 
born prier to the year 1830 which would indicate that-Melhis . . 
Yolsom was married and the head of a family in 1830 prier to the 
making of this treaty; now in yow' a ons ‘with your husband 
did you ever hear him say that wellie om ever complied with 
or attempted to comply with the provisions of this article; that 
is did she go to t he government. agent there in Mississippi and 
tell him she wanted te take land and did she get any land from. 
the United States ceverment se _ Choctaw Indian? Mo, mir} % 
never heard him say. 
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Did you ever sé¢e eno his papers or hear him s t he ever 
had a deed er patent £6 any tan that his mother Ne Lie Folsom 


may have received from the United States government as a Choctaw 
Indian under article fourteen of the treaty 6f 18307 A I never 
heard him says 

#o you know 4 your husband ever owned any land fin the state of 
Miasissippi? A Ney sir; I don't know, 

Did he ever own any land in the state of Arkansas? A Yes, he 
owned some land there, 

How did he come inte Possession of thia land jn Arkansas; did he 
buy it or get it from the goverment? A He bought it, 

Was your husband ewr a recognised citizen of the Choctaw Nation 
in Indian Territory; by recognized I mean was he recognised by 
the Choctaw Council] as & Choctaw Indian? A I don't know, 

De you know if your ‘husband or his mother everraceived any land 
from the United States government au . Chootaw Indians? A No, sir 


In acceordanee with the provisions of the fourteenth ertiole 
the government directed an Agent in the old Choctaw Nation in 


Mississippi’ and Alabama, Colonel Ward, to register the names of 
those Chootaws whe wanted to remain in the old Choctaw Nation 
and did not want to come West butwanted to take land under the 
provisions of the fourteenth article, The records o7 the govern= 
ment show that this ageut failed to register the names of all 
Choctaws who did come before him and signified to him their 
intention to remain in Mississippi and take land there, On this 
account the land which the Choctaws owned and which they desired 
reserved for them was sold by the government at ite publie 
iand sales and the Choctaws were deprived of their land. This 
Caused @ great many complaints te be made by the Choctaws and 
omplaints finally reached Congress and Congress under 
various agts, one passed and approved in the ysar 1837 and 
another in 1842 sent Commissions inte the old Choctaw Nation to 
investigate theses clains. These Commissions investigated a Jarge 
number of claims some of which were allowed and some were re= 
jected, Of the ¢laims whioh they allowed if it was found that 
the land which the Choctaws claimed had not been sold it was 
given to Mtg If however it was found that the dand which they 
Claimed had been sold scrip was insued to those Choctaws and 
under this serip these Chootaws were entitled te loonte on 
vacant government land in the states of Mississippi, Alabam, 
Louisiana or Arkansas. 


Do you imow wheter your husband or any of his ancestors at 
time apmared before either of these Commissions and attempted 
to establish claims to land umier this article? A No, sir; I 
don't kno«, 

Or that any serip wan ever received by any of hie people? A 
A No, sir. 





@ In support of 





the applics tom of your children or grendchildren for identifie 
cation as Misginsippi Chootaws that weuld tend te show any @0m- 
Plicange @n the part of their andesters with the previa jens of 
article fourtem of the treaty of 18307 A lo, air, 


Iemm ination by atterney Oravens, 


You know this from your husbané, that he and his mother remined 
in Teun tadnn2 @ Jong time after the other Choctaws came Weat? A 
a ° 5 


Bhe'diedtherer A I oould not tell yous 





Q 
@ 


7 


Q 
Q 
q 
q 
Qq- 
Q 
; 
q 
q 


ealene CaP & 


Wert ‘ahe néver dane Vout. at dune A, eur ever did I don't 
ytd vetlarshood. treet tint whe died there? A Yeu, sir, 


deem intst'jon wy. ‘the ‘Corns eat on. 


were you peensatns with.your. buaband'a mether Nellis Votsem? A 
A Moss bi 
You néversaw her? A- Mo gsir, 
A en orer tell you what" maar hia mother died in Missisdppi? 

Oy. 6 
It was the wnderst anding though that whe.did die in Mis site ippi? 
A T @ould not auy; I do not recollect whether she died in 
Mississi ppi or. nots 


Witness exeused, 


Cumberland Po @alled as a witness in balalf of Lidin'te 
this ease Seine rat duly sworn testified as Telsevet’ 


Bxamination by the Jomnission, 


What is your name-dn full? A Gumberiand Polk. } 
What is: =: Your age? A “Teeti he seventy-two the fourth day of 


What Te j your ost office. ; er 2 A Aday I.T. 


Chickasaw Nat se 45 y tony 

How yee at the Chackasaw Hation? A x ery istved 
in the Myatt out on ve years. 

Where dia: you Be wefore you'gnm to the Territory? ‘A Im 


ere were on bon? A .T.-was‘ bern in Mon pres y Ce y fermanane 
Byer ‘live in z in the state of Mizeiasa pp! ri sir i 

You make any claim to Chectaw blow? A Ho, Sir. 

Are you interented in this ease in any way? A. No, sir; not at 
ail 


Bxamination by att orney Cravens, 


Do you know Mathaiider. Wil ldime the hushand ef Fannie Ann Wid tame 
A Yes, sir 
Where did you know him? “A it Arkansas. 
gl Gounty? A Pike dounty ‘ 
De. you know about his daa 4 ‘With Fannie Willies? A Yes, I 

Livedthere at the time he married. 

"Pied? A i, mis nerried they gaia in’ fifty- 

- Oy 8 
wo? - “A You, sir. 


aa fi three enuaren My Mea iieny srt. fa fave. mg: 


twelve years; . 
"you know him before ‘he was Marriedto her? A Bed ' 


d, 
Siar, 
Wafore he married? he Yen dow | a 

rebeylgemesde ait 4 
ms: to ME Aidabsing as 
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Did he. talk the Gheetaw ©? A Why I never heard him talk 
ne Chectaw lntguags} yeu oe never var with him where there 

wat any Chootaw trddans, 

He claimed to be Uhoctaw? A Yes, sir, 

And from Missisel ppi? A Yes, sir, 

Aud that he recently came from Mississippi to Arkansas? A Yes, 
pir, 

Do you know anything about any ancestots of Nathaniel Williams! 
A Wo, sir, mo 

You know his mother? A No, sir, 

Did you know his father? A No, sir, 

Don’t know anything abeut them having received henefits as 

Choctaw Indians in the state of Mississippi? A No,,sir. 

Sver hear him say anything about 147 <A Re sir; I never did, 

What did he pares as in the domaunity where he iived, as Indian 
or white mn? A Hepusse® as a half breed Choetaw, — 

$0 recOcnized by the people in his ¥yioinity? <A Yes, sir. 

You oennet give any feats then as to any compliance on the part 
ef any of his ancestors with any of ‘the provisions of article 
fourteen of the trerty of 1830 Which you have heard read and 
explained so eften here to-dgy ? A ‘Mo, sir; I do not, 

Gan you'give any testimony hearing on that point? A No, gir, 


Witness excused, 


Patay Poff beinz first duly sworn testified as follows: 
anination by Attorney Cravens, 
What is your name? A Patay Poff. 
You formerly was Patsy Hall? A Yes my first husband was a Hal, 
Whit was his name?. A Perry. 
What ia your age? A I don't know my BRE. 
About how old @re,you? A I don't know; you can count from the 
first Choctawé that sem from Mississippi, 
You came with theme a ‘Yes, sir. 
You came with theme. A Yes, sir. 
How old were you then? A I was about eight or ten years old. 
a I can rememe rthat goad, 
You remante r when you was in Missisaippi? A Yes, sir. 
You are a Choetaw ara you? A Yes, sir, 


tne Commission. 


How much? A QOneskel?. 
Fnrolled as a @itisan of the Chootaw Nation by blood? A Yes, sir. 


attorney Cravans. 


octaws 


saves ‘tn ye Chogtaw Nation ever since you onme over with 


You 
phe: 0 n thirty-three? -A°.Yes, sir, 
a ad Na “ + 
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Did you know Nathaniel W4lliams? A Yes, sir, 

yueme. Aid you know him? A At old Demkeville, 4n the Ghootaw 
»Seprath 


‘How o1@ = man was he when you first saw him there? A About 


twenty years I regi 

Grown man? A Grewn man and Played bali. 

Did he talk Chootaw? A Yes, sir, ey 
Who did ‘he associate bev the A eat SO . roa oy 
Did You know Sin Feleon? . a.) he was a Cho } Nathaniel | 
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: He o there ‘how Leng? AA Rattle tver «your: 
Tou bi ar af fas nie Prey Hs ie: ies 
You tever saw, urti) ‘he wae’ # grown wh man?® A Ha, sir, 
He had come fit’ Stolen pel the Fecn het. A Yeu, sir, 
He did not come With you from Missie ppa? A Ne, gir. 
You don't know When he came? A’ Ne, mir». 


Rxasmitintion by thé domi sdten. 


Q Yel. know anything about Nathaniel Widiians or his mother ‘widle 
hey lived in Missiswipp!? . A. Ne, air. 


Q. You did not know either of them tn Miseinsippi? a No, sir, 
What. is your post, offiap address? A “FYoster, Chickasaw Nation, 


Witness excusedy 


Andrew J. Brown, galied as a witness, duly sworn, testified | 
a# follows: 


Examination by thé domnission. 


What is your natie? A Andrew J, Brown. 

What is your age? A Fifty. 

What is yeur post-office? A warietta Tadien’Territery, 

You make any claim w® Cheotaw. blood? h Oy wir. 

Are yOu related to any wey, to the applicants-in thie consoli- 
dated Game? A Only by harriaze, 

How i8 that? A T married Bivira J. Willian. 

She is an ppplident for identification as a Mississippi: Choctaw? 
A Yes, air, 


xsimination by attorney Cravens, 


Do you know Blijeh Williams? 4 Yes, sir. 

He ig your brother in law? A Yee, sir, 

How long have you known Jitm?: A Sanee seventy-one. 
Ts he a married man? ay sir, 


Whomdid he marry? (A a Kizaie Kilburn, 


Where, in what statet A Névarne County, Teme, 
mre they narried in accordance with the laws of Texas? A Yea, 
Did he have a ligense? A. ¥és, sir, 


How do you know? A I. gét At myseire 
You went to the ajerk's offiges A Yeu wir 
You went to the glerk's offios got the Aleense whioh authoized 
then to get married? A Yes, sir, 
Were you present when they mrriedp A Yeu, sir. 

ste they marrie@? Ay sir, 

whom? A @ minister Whesé hame I don't reoollest how; tf 

ue get you Rd ligense if necéstary. 
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MCR 56321 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
COMMISSION TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES, 
Muskogee, Indian Territory,May 21,1902. 


In the matter ef the application of Mivira J. Brown for iden- 


tifiea tion as a Mississippi Choctaw, 


| 
g 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
q 
Q 
9 
Q 
Q 
g 
Q 
Q 
Q 


APPEARANCE: Applicant represented by William ¥. 
Cravens. 


Elvira J, Brown, being first duly sworn, testified as follows: 


Bxramination by the Commission, 


What is your name? A Elvira Josephine Brown, 

What is your age? A YFerty-eight years old, 

How much Choctaw blood de yeu claim? A One-fourth, 

What is your post offiee address? A Marietta, Indian Terri- 
tory. 

How leng have you lived at Marietta? A One year, 

Where did you reside prior to that time? A Sulphur Springs, 
Indian Territory, 

How leng have you lived in the Indim Territory? A Five years 
this fall, 

Where ph tt reside prior to your residence in Indian Territory? 
A In Texas, 

Were you born in Texas? A Wo, sir, I was born in Arkansas, 
Did you ever live in Mississippi? A Wo, sir; I never was in 
Mississippi, 

Is your father living? A Wo, sir, 

What wat hig mane? A Nathaniel Williams. 

How eld would he be if now living? A I don't know; I can 
we akdraaet He would be 80 something, 

How wis’he when hé died? A Forty-six, 

How letg has he been dead? A He died in 1870, 

That weuld make Jiim about 78 years gold? A Yes, sir, 

Is your mother living? A Yes, sir, 

What. is her name? A Yannie Ann William, 

¥rom which one ef your parents do you claim your Chectaw bloed? 
A Wy father, 

Were your father and mother legally married? A Yes, sir, 
When ami where? A In Arkansas, 

Do you kuew about what year? A Me, mix) I don't know that, 
= they married by a minister or am official? A I could not 
tell, 

Were they married under a marriage license? A Wo, sir, 


Claiming through your father, it will be necessary fer 
you te furnish evidence to the Sy ig ae of yeu the legal 
marriage of your ict. You Will be yvequired to furnish 
the ¢riginal certifieate or a certified copy of the same, 
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Are you married? <A Yes, sir, 
BR tay husband living? A Yes, sir, 
S his name? A Andrew Jackson Brown. 
Ie he a white man? A Yes, sir, 
He makes no claim ef sr 04 oad bleed? A Noy sir, 
Yeu make no claim for ? A We, sir, 
Have you any children unmarried or under the age ef twenty-one? 
A We, wir} dat have twe and they are both married. 
This applica = for yourself alenet A Yes, sir, 
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Was your father ever recegnized in any manner er enrelled by the 

ctaw tribal authorities or the United States authorities in 

Territery? A I eoula'nt’ tell you, 
0 Sao name te be found en the Chestaw relis? A I sould not 
ai 
Did te ever mke application te the Chectaw authorities fer en- 
bry iment? A He,  serd, I math im) a a stenttie * 
or any one fer yeu mal application to the 

Commission 40 Fie Five Civilized Tribes for citizenship im the 
asa nation under act of Cengress of June 10, 18967 A Wo, 
sir, 
Have you ever deen adaitted to Oitizenship by the Choctaw tribal 
authorities or by the Commission te the Five Civilized Tribes, 
or by the United States courts for Indian Territery? A No,sir, 
Have you ever made sppAication prior to this time to either the 
Choctaw tribal authorities or the Courts of the United States to 
be admitted or enrolied as a sitisen of the Choc A 
I applied for enrellment aé a citizen ef the Choctaw Nation at 
South McAlester, Indian Territory, in September 1899, and at 
Atoka in December 1899, and again at Muskogee in July 1901, 


The reeords of the Commission examined and the statement 
of applicant found to be sorrect, and reference is here made to 
Choctaw Card No, R 734, 


Do you desire the record made in these various applications of 
yours for enrellment te be transf ryved te and @ a part of 
this application for identification as a Mississippi Choctaw? 


A Yes, sir, . 
De you/dppesr before the Commission at this time for the pur- 
POsS Of claiming rights in Ghoctaw lands in Indian Territery fer 
yoursel? under the previsions of the fourteenth Article of the 
treaty ednoluded by the United States Government and the Choctaw 
Tribe ef Indians September 27, 1830? A Yes, sir, 


This treaty was entered into by the United States Govern- 
ment and the Choctaw Tribe of Indians at el ray Called Danc- 
ing Rabbit Creek, in Mississippi, en Septenber 27, 1830. At 
that time the Choctaw Indfans occupied a pertien of the state 
of Mississippi, and a sill pers see of the state of Alabama, 
Slong the western boundary line, The ebjeot of the treaty was 
to secure the removal ef ali the Chectaws frem the country 
they then ccs wied te @ few country west of the Mississippi 
river, the country new. known as the Chectaw Nation, Indian 
Terri te « At the time the treaty was made a creat many ef 
the Ghoctaws refused or was unwilling to ceme to this coun- 
try, but preferred te remain in what was 
Nation in Misgissippi and Alabama, Yor the benefit of these 
Chectaws whe did net come, Article 14 was made part 
of the treaty, That Article was as follows: 


“ARTICLE XIV, Hach Choctaw head of a family, being de- 
Sirous to remain and become a ‘ he £ Hy - 
do a0 by signifying his intention te the Agent 








within six months of the ratificatien ef this treaty, and he 
or she shall thereupon be entitled te a reservation of one 
section of six-hundrea and forty seres of land, te be bounded 
by seétional lings of @urvey; in like mamer shall be entitled 
to one-half that quantity for 


him ever ten years ef age, and 
. years of 


reaide. 
‘the States, for five years after rote 


aie 
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cation of this treaty, in that conse a grant in fee simple 
shell iseue, Said reservation shall ineljude the mrcegnt im 
provement ef the hesd'of the fanily, or a portion of it, Per- 
sons who claim under this ‘artiele shall mot lese the privilege 
of a Choctaw @itizen, but if they ever remove, are not to be 
entitled te any portion eof the Choctaw annuity, * 


The Fourteenth Article requires that in case a Choctaw 
clected to remain in the old Choctaw Nation in Mississippi and 
Alabama and take lands under its provisions, he should within 
six months from the date of the ratificat ien of the treaty-- 
the treaty being ratified by Congress on the 24th of Feb 
183l--ge before the Government Agent there in the old Choctaw 
Nation and signify te himjthatis, let him know in some way 
that he wanted to become a sitizen of the States and take 
lands under the previsiens of the Artiele, After having done 
this he was entitled, as the head of the family, to the rese 
ervation of 640 acres of land te be bounded by sectional lines 
of survey, and likewise entitled to 320 acres for any child 
of his family over the age of 10 years, and each child under 
10 years of age was entitled te one- or 160 acres, the 
reservations of the children to adjein the reservation of the 
parent. The Article alse requires that after a Choctaw has 
received his land from the Goverment he should reside upon 
it for five years at which time the Gevernment would pass him 
a title in fee simple, The last Clause of the Article was as 
follews: "Persons who claim under this article shall not lose 


the privilege of a Chectaw sta mime | but if they ever remove, 
° 


are not to be entitled to any portion of the Choctaw annuity,* 
Now that is the article under which you make your claim, is it? 
A Yes, sir, 
What was the name of your ancester who lived in the eld Choctaw 
nation in ptsetesiens and Alabama at the time this treaty was 
made? A Geerge Som was my great-grand-father. 

ret fl geo bleod was George Fulsom comosed of? A I could not 

a you, 
Does your family history tell you? <A No, sir, 

You derive your Choctaw bleod from your father, VYathaniel Wil- 
liams? A Yes, sir, 
Whe did he get his Choctaw blood from? A His ether. 
What was her mame? A Wellie Pulsom, 

How much blood had she? A Full-blooed, 
Was Nellie Fulsom married and the head of a family on September 
27, 18309 A I camet tell, 
You have testified that your father would be 78 years of age if 
he wag now living? A Yes, sir, 
Now would not that indieate that Nellie Ful som was married and 
the head ef a family in 1830, and that your father was berm lon- 
ger than 72 years ago? A eas, sir, 
Was Nellie Pulsem a recognized member of the Choctaw Tribe of 
Indians in 16307 A ir, 








What proef have you of this Mrs, Brown? Just your family his- 
tory? A Wo, sir, I can produce Ppreoft of that, It is a fami- 
iy understanding, 

Did she own any improvements in what constituted the Choctaw 
nation at that time? A I cannot tell, I don’t knew, My fa- 
ther hag been dead a long time and I don’t know, 

Did any Of your Chectaw ancestors remove from the Choetaw Natien 
in Mississippi and Alabama te the new Choctaw Nation in Indian 
Territery between the years 1833 and 1838 at the time ef the re- 
moval of the main port of the Choctaws? A’ Yes, sir, 
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Did Nellie Pulson within six months frem the 24th day ef Feb- 
ruary, 183l--that is the day the by ye 4 was ratified by Con- 
syeneene* before the Indian Agent the Chectaw Nation in Mis- 
sissippi and Alabama and say te him that she wanted te remain 
and take land wider Article 14f A I can't tell you, 

Did she receive any land from the United States Goverment under 
sae Wroriaions eof Artiele 14 as a Choctaw Indian? A I don't 


B 

bat did your father die? A He dled in Red River County, 
exa5, 
Where was he born? A In Mississippi, 
When and where did he move te? A I don't know, Mother and 
him were married in veers, but I don't mow when, 
You ont give the Commission ary idea when they were married? 
A No, sir, 
How old 1e the oldest child of your mother? A I don't know, 
How leng was your mether married whe your oldest sister was 
born? A TI think it was a year anda little over, 

That would have made your father and mother married about 51 
or 52 years ago? A Yes, sir, 

These dates would indieste the marriage of your father and 
mother about 5] or 52 years age? A Yes, sir, 

De you know how long your father had been living in Arkansas 
before he was married? A A short time, 
Where was he born? A In Missisippi. 

You don’t know when he left Mississippi? A No, sir, 
Did he ever live in the Choctaw Nation in Indian Territory? A 
I don't knew but think he did, 

Was your father and Nellie Fulson recognized as members of the 
Chectaw Nation in Indian Territory at any time? A I could 
not tell you, 


In accordance with the provisions of the Fourteenth Ar- 
ticle of the treaty of 1830, the gevernment directed its 
agent, Col, William Ward, to register the names of those Choc- 
taws who wanted to rema in the old nation and not remove 
to this new country, The reeords show that he failed ina 
number of cases te register those Choctaws who went before him 
and did signify their intention of remaining and taking lands, 
and on this account lands on which Choetaws owned improves 
ments, and which they desired reserved, was sold by the gor- 
ernment, This caused a great many complaints by Choctews, and 
these complaints finally reached Congress, and Congress, un- 
der various acts, appointed a commission to go te the Chostaw 
nation and investigate these complaints, One commission was 
authorized in the year 1838 and another conmission was au- 
thorised in 1842, ‘Thés@ commissions examined into a Jarge 
number of claims, Sond of the claims were allowed and some 
of them rejected, Of the claims allewed it was found. on in- 
vestigation that the lands which the Choctaws had claimed had 
not been sold. If it was found that lands which they made 
Claims for and established their rights to before these com- 
mpaaiene had been seld, scrip was issued to such claimants in 
lien o nat hear 


“gs tit’. UTIaG 





this soritp these Choctaws were allowed to locate on government 
lands in Mississippi, Alabama and Arkansas, 


New did ary of your ancestors appear before either of these com- 
missions? A I cannot tell. 
Did_ they ever receive any scrip for lands which had been sold? 
A I could not tell you, 
Did as f ef your Choctaw ancestors ever receive any land from 

@ United States goverment as Choctaw Indians? A. I could 





Mivira Js Bromr--+--8, 


@ gg know of th “. any ¥ euweh as a deed me “i 
nd ty PR rag tie & deed or nud 
a ; have venp od wi via prurioueas at artiole ie 


Rave Jauitan. e ef any Whinese which you wish to intre- 
quce? A Rains ar, 

Is there ayy nent yee genive te mike? A Mo, sir, 
eee ne waver “ae ie im @ pport of your cation at 
De you speak er understand tke. Chectaw language? A No, sir, 


‘The periineet has dark hair, y eyes, medium fair com 
» ‘t@ SB and appearance of a person of white parent- 
ecthpwatg edie tan froriginte'e? Article ia'tae'tas trot 
anor i Bhe. TYisions ole and trea 
ceneluded be ween ‘Ee Tnited States government and the Chao 
taw Nat . on Septenber:27, 1830, 


Rxamination by Atternay: 


How 014 wee you when your father died? A I was about 13 er 14 
years 63d, 

Did your father, speak Choctaw? A Yes, sir. 

Did he Jeok 1 & Choctaw? A Yes, sir, 

Whet is your information as to about how long your father had 
left Mispissippi befere he married your mother? Do you have 
any information from your mother or what ie the understamiing in 
your family as te hew long your father had been in Arkansas? 

A Just a ghort time, 

He had then come frem Mississippi to Arkansas? A That is my 
understemliing. 

Sinee 1883, or sinee your birth, your father has always lived 
either in Aviansas or Texas, and died in Texas? A Yes, sir, 


SP OD OF DP On Ge a ae a Oe ae oe oe 


Ralph B, Risenberg, being first auly fwern, states. that a6 
Vv 


stemegrapher to the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes he fe 
ported {n full all the precseadings had in the abdeve entitled cause, 
herd at Mas) s Indian Territory, May 21, 1908, and that the 
above and foyegoing is a full, true and correct transoript ef his 
Stenegraphic notes taken in said proceedings on said date, 


fo a 
4a Got SEs eee awd 
‘ : we 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 22na day of May, 1902, at 


; ttt, acum tes aA £37—~ 


Netary Public, 








san “ERR faye ctytaiond sete. 
oe nee 





ia matter of af Kivira J. Brom for 
saeungenenties arn ee . 


We M, Cravens, attorney. 
Sask Keup, veing firs$ duly sworn, testified as fellews: 


Reemination by the Comsiesient 
What is your name? A Sack 


Tew els Fg Ny Sack? ‘ ux wits z tell. 


PO By een or sixteen years 
* 


ts come oot hee 


‘ Wilem teria viey, 
wat Oy: rt erste 2% of gountry| ever 


sinse here when the Titst 
fe hig aes 


ae © 27 Seawind with the applicant, Zivira Jesephine Brown? 
* 
have kmown her? A Yor four or five years 
Me veilntion b6 yout A Me airs : 
You have sm interest iz the remlt of her appligntiont A We 
» 
By the Commission te Mr. Cravens! 
yor ha Bag mah vm “Sivirs 3. Bree his wit- 
a, their anocentes ‘pein fathueie} Wi. tag og ai! 





44 
mieligfet ss stun man to 


me we 6 “eva Choet aw, 
By Mr» Cravens te the witusne: 


Q Hew oid 40 you say ore Zeck? A Well I et meer nine 
years @ids "You geen me thirty Ywars.agpy end ous” 


Q Where were pon beret A Yn wWeshesippi, 


". 
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Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
a 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
g 
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Born a slave? A Yes sir, born a slave. 

A Slave of whe? A Yes sir. 

Whose slave were you? A Jaekson Kemp . 

What was he, white man er Cheotaw or Chickasaw? A Choctaw 
mixed with bnie e 

Is he dead or ghive? A He's dead, 

Where did he die A On Red River, 

In the Cheetaw Natien? <A Near Warren, 

Well sag ae remember when the treaty was made of Dancing Rabbit 
Creek, t's the wvsney sf 18307 A Yes sir, 

Where did you live at t time? A I lived at then- - ~ - 

In what country in Mississippi? A In Newport in Alabamaj li 
ed near Mississippi and then moved in there from Mississippi to 
Alabama, 

How leng did you remain in the Choctaw Nation ever there east 
of the Mississippi cig} aad aad that treaty was made; abeut how 


leng? gt a time. 
Did ad knew Na el Williams, the Choctaw ancester of these 
prep 2? <A Yes sir, knowed them all. 
was his mother's name? A Who? 

Nathaniel's mother? A Wellies Folsom. 

Where did yo u know her® A Right in Alabama there, 

Well was it in the Choctaw country in Alabama or the country 
occupied by the Cheoctaws? A 

What was she? A She was a Choctaw Injun. 

Full blood? 4 ¥Full bleed, 

De you know the name of the man she married? A Mo sir, I 
doen't knew his name; I den't know the name of him, 

Younknew his nawe was Williams don't you, but you den't know 
his first name? A Mat Williams, 

No, Nat was her sen; what was Nat's father's name; did you know 
his name? A Ho ¢ I knowed Wat Williams well. 

You knew him well? A Yes sir, 

What was he? A Choctaw. 

Did he talk the Chectaw language? A Yes sir. I wae well ac- 
quainted with him. 

De you know hew Jong he stayed in Mississippi after this treaty 
was madeY A Wo sir, I don't know how leng-he stayed there; 
he stayed there until we came here, 
Was he grewed? A He was about fifteen when he came west, 
a came out os with yee po ag A Yes sir. 

ow can you give us any idea m years about how many years that 
was after that treaty was made? A No sir, I cant. 
You said a while age it was a geod while; ata you mean a good 
many years? A Yes sir, 
But you den't know how many? A Neo sir, 

Do sre ws .T) 





bad neota a little; talk Chootaw and 
Chickasaw beth, but I lived in the Choctaw the lengest. 
De you kiow where Nellie Polson died? A We sir, 
She didn't ceme west with Nathaniel Williams her son? A No 
sir, This came an orphan boy. 
Yr Nellie Folsom owned a Plantation or famm in 
A Owned a farm. 
ve on it? A Yes sir, 
know whe she got it from, or how she got it? A She 
made it; they didn’t have any enc to make houses ; they made it 
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a 
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Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
g 
d 
@ 
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themselves. 
Was that in the country occupied by the Choctaws? A Yes sir. 


the Cemaissient 


Zack, was Nathaniel Williams elder or younger than you? 

Well, we was near ene age, because I was about fifteen or six- 

bese eR den't think he was quite that; I think he was younger 

He was a half blood Choctaw? A Yes sir, 

De yeu remember the year in whieh you were born? A Mo gir, 

New you state remember when this treaty of Dancing Rabbit 

Creek was made A Yes sir, I know when the treaty was made, 

You remember it do you? A Yes sir, and knew when the land 

sale was. 

Where was you living when this treaty was made? <A Living in 

Alabama; moved out of the Choctaw Nation in Mississippi. 

+ i far did you live from the Tombigby river in Alabama? 

Yes sir & Good ways, 

Whieh way? A. It was eff that WAY « 

It was east from where you lived? A Yes sir, 

You didn't across the river in Alabama? A Mo sir. 

Stayed right on that side ef the river? A Yes sir, I suppose 

it was the Mississippi river; it was an awful big river. 

In what county in Alabama did you live there? A Pontotee. 

In Mississippi we all didn't have counties - - ~ « 

How far did you go east of the line between ache tope ce and Ala- 

bama on the old road from there? A No further than the Misse 

issippi river. 

You the mE rk river is in Alabama? A Well, they 

said it was the Mississippi river, 

Over there in Alabama, are you sure of it? A Yes sir. 

Do you knew where the treaty ef Dancing Rabbit Creek was made? 

Know where the creek is. 

ZI gay do ge kmow where this treaty was made? A I doen't knew 

1% was made at Danoing Rabbit Creek or netj I wasn't 

there; I was at home. 

How far did live frem the placep-this Place--when the treaty 

was made? About twenty miles. 

Who made this trety? A YI doen't know sir, the Indians made 

it, but the man that m ade the treaty with him I den't knew whe 
Wade 

Now can Sa tell us just about how ola you were when this treaty 

Meg ance A I was about fifteen years eld, near as I can make 
out. 





—-~ som wag the mother of Nathaniel Williams? 
Yes sir, 


And that Nellie was a half blood Chectaw women? A Yes sir, 

Did Wellie have a Choctaw name? A Ne, that's English, 

a have a Chectaw name? A No sir, I never heard of any 

a e 

Where was this improvement of Nellie's--this farm of her's--frem 
Rabbit Creek where the treaty was madef A Right off 

east the Danging Rabbit Creek-~seuth of it. 

Beuth? A You sir, southeast. 
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Well was Nellie’s farm en the east side of the Tembigby river 
or the wat side of it? A She was on the cast side, 

Bast side} are sure ef tha are yout A Tembi river? 
There wasn’ river;there was Bear Greek there; that was the 
v et river t I heard of, 

Which way? A Off east of you, 

De te knew in what county in Mississippi this farm ef Nellie's 
was A In Pemtetoo county, 

Pentotee county, Mississippi? A Yes sir. 

Sure of that are you? A Yes sir, 

Well now what did she have in the way ef improvements en that 
farm there when this treaty was made} when you were about rif- 
teen years ol4f A. Well, just a small pateh and en Indian 
house like Indians had at that time; twe or three acres in oul- 
tivation. 

Nellie's husband was a white man? A Yes sir. 

How long after this tr was made--this treaty of Danci 


ent g Pn 

bit Creek«-did toes inue te live en this place? A od 

waka} we staye 
am 


there a good while. 

alking about her? A Well she stayed there as jomg as 
I gan rewenber; six or seven or cight years; we stayed there 
mite a leng while; they had commenced building turnpikes and 
railroads and things in there shertly after the treaty was made, 
De you remember when the | set fsoagrda of the United States seld 
eff a great deal ef that land in there} doen't you remenber the 
land sales? A Yes sir. 
You heard of them? A Yes sir. 
You remenber that? A Yes sir, I remember the land sales. 
New when tie se land sales were taking pede at Celujbus, Miss- 
issippi, was Nellie still living there A 8ti1l living en 
hervpiace 


* 
De you knew what became of that place? A Me sir; taken away 
from them I r eokot. 
You don't knew whether the government gave her this land? 
Ne sir, I den't knew. 
New ata you ever hear of a man by the name of William Ward down 
there in Mississippi? A Willian Ward? 
Ceolenel Ward? A Indian? 
We, write wanj Indian Agent; the government sent him dow there; 
Indian Agent; did ee: ever hear ef that man William Ward? 
I didn't knew ig men in thers but Colonel Upshaw, 
Well this man Ce onal Ward was sent down there by the government 
about---well 1% was hardly a year after tho trea y was made--- 
and these Indians that wanted to « there in Mississippi and 
net meve out te the new Nation had right under that treaty 
ke get certain land the: but 





Ager che government, Celene] Ward, knew within six months 
from February 24, 1831, whether they wanted to stay there and 
begema eaitiszens of the states and take land. Now ndians went 
enel Ward frem the old Nation back there and let him 

that they wan te stay there--the treaty previded that 
@e that. er they had let him know rd wanted te 

right to have a reservation made fer 

f land ene mile square; and 
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Sia water Son pears te nes sean half aalitiod sea crane 
C) of age were e a r 
section. tase Feservations ef the ehildren were Frequited to 
adjoin the parents leestion; and ther eservations se made for 
these Indians were ragiired te inolude the reverent as it 
existed en the 27th day ef September, 1830 this treaty 
was made, New if these Indians lived en that land for five 
years from February 24, 1631, the government agreed by the terms 
of this treaty te give them {he land which would becese tre’ 
Indians at the end of that time if they lived en 
know whether Nellie Felsem er her father and 
and, Williams, let the Agent 
governmne me knew that they wanted te 
stay there in the old Nation and take land? A Mot that I 
know of, 


Did you ever hear ef Nellie or any other of the ancestors of 
thig applicant, that is, the forefathers of this applicant, 
ever a | ten any land baek there frem the government back 
there in Mississippi; ever heard of that? A Wo sir, 

If they ever got my § land back there from the government, then 
you never heard ef it? A No sir, I never heard of it, 

And ven a@en't knew what became of that piece of land that they 
had in oultivatien there in Pontotee county? A Wo gir, 
When was the last tine you was ever on that place; how long 
after the treaty was it? A Geod while, 

Give me an idea of the number of years after the treaty that 
yOu were there the last time; five, ten or fifteen yearns? 
Four er five years, 

Was Nellie living there then? A Yes sir, 

How leng after that was it that she died--after the last time 
nal gg at her place; have any idea how many years it wag? 

e sir, 


De you remember the names of her father and mother=--Nellie's 
father and mother; do you remember their names? A Mo siren. 
Folsems, 

I mean their given names? A I know Jasob Polsom, Israel Fol- 
som and Daniel Felsen. 

Well new de you knew the name of her father er mother; that's 
whet I want te knew A No sir, 


the attorney, Mr. Cravens: 





Say, Zack, I want you te think about this a minute; you knew 
her father~-Nwelli r 





By 
| 
d 
i 
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What was his name; what Folsem was her father? A. Israel. 
—— nas George? Wasn't her father's mame Geerce? A y have 
orge The 
ap ma was Folsom but you cant recellect his given name? 
e wir. 


the Commi ssien: 
Bew Zask the fegerds of the gavermnont shew that this nt, 


Celene] Ward, that I have teld you sbout, failed te register and 
report to the goverument the names of th'a great many of these 
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Indians whe did in fast let him know that they wanted to stay 
there and beceme citizens of the states and take land, and by 
reasen ef the fact that he didn’t tell the geyernment about 
these Indians whe wanted te stay there and get land, the gevern- 
ment, when these publie land sales teok place there that you 
remember about, in dinstanges seld land upen which these 
Indians lived and had improvements and which the Indians sup- 
posed they would reeeive under this treaty. This caused a great 
deal of complaint among the Indians because they tha ght. they 
were entitled te these lands and the matter was finally brought 
to the attention of Cengress and Cengress passed Gertain aets 
between the years 1837 and 1842, previding for the appointment 
of Commissioners te go down there to Mississippi and hear the 
cases ef Choctaws who claimed that they had dene évérything the 
governess required ef them under the fourteenth article ef this 
reaty of Daneing Rabbit Creek, but their land had been seld hy 
the government and they had been deprived of it. These Comais- 
sieners went dew te Mississippi and heard a great many of these 
Choctaw cases, Bo you remember of ever hearing of these Comais- 
sieners dewn there? A Ne sir. 

Never heard of any Commissioners being dent dow there when you. 
was a bey, to adjust these claims? A There was gentlemen thes 
selling land; I don;t know whether they was Commissioners or 
not. 

You don't kmow then whether any of the forefathers of this applé 
cant @ppeared before any of these Cemmissieners down there be- 
tween the years 1837 amd 1845 and tried te get land from the 
Se ica under this old treaty do you; de you know about that? 
No sir, 

Did you ever hear of any sori --you know what scrip is? A Serip 
Did you ever hear of any of this back there? A Paper monsy. 


An act eof Congress appreved on the 23rd day of August, 
1842, provided that it it uld be finally decided that one 
of tle se Indians down there done everything that the treaty 
provided, that he sheuld de, but that his land had beon wreng- 
fully sold by the government, he should be entitled to seleat 
in the plaee ef the land which the government had 80 sold, 
land some place else in Mississippi or in Alabama, Louisiana 
or ever in Arkansas, from vacant government land, and should 
be given a certificate to that effect. These certificates 
were oalled scrip. 


Did you ever hear of Nellie Folsom or any of her family ever 
having getten any of this sorip from the gevernment? A No gir 
Zack, d@ you remember when 8 governmen began f ng 

Choectaws out ef the eid Nation and moved them out here? A Here 





Yes sir? A Yes sir, 

You didn't ceme with them when they first came? A MWNo sir. 

How leng after they made the first move was it that you came eut 
here? A I don't know exactly; a geod while. 

Was Mellie Folsem living when hey moved out here the first 
time--the first meve the made? A Yes sir, she was living 
when the first meve was made. 

Where was she living? A On her place. 

How Leng after that first move was made that she lived there? 





eS ten he ney seer A Right maar 
A Yea | in) 
A. Yes wir, 


ioe frat meer ébn!' ¢ -ienew. 
Sma ‘ Seve ai neds’ s Sop 


‘ere sees ie 


the setend time? A+ 
ed) he moved off; thats tg separated UB 


By the Comih nike t¢ wr, Cravens: 


Anything further you want to ask this Witness, Colonel? 
A Wo sir, 


*a i. —_s tvitie 





ATbert’.G, Moliiliahs being first Lig Airs He states that as 
¥ 


atens Yr te the Coumiasten the Fi ised Tribes he. re+ 
perted ¢ igs: had in the abeve entitled eause on the 28th 
cay: 6s Pears SRS, and thet the abeve and fore potas 18s full. tree 

¢ 


end corre Pett of his stendgraphic pee take 
eo eer? Leah Willen 


Bubseribed and sworn to befere me ve Bf" day of July, 1908, 


a the, er See 


ry Publie, 








iw whe o hje 


domi saion to the vive Civilized Tribes, 
South ModLen ter, ind. Tor, 
hs the appliont soa at Blvire 2. Brown for stirolimentt: a a 
hie iis being sworn: and exmained by Com'r MéKennon he etates: 


‘What 4p your hemep A | Bivire J. Brown, 
Bow old ure your |. & Werty-five . 
You are not On the Choctaw rolis¢? A .NO. Bir, 


PY 


Never have been? A NO sir, 


Have your father and mother evér been On the rolls here in the 


Territory? A We sir, 

Where do you live? A Wear Wynnewood, 

How long have you been in the Territory, 

The Bast time I have béen bere two years. 

When did you come here the last times A This winter two 
years ago. 
Q YOu were born and raised in Texas? A Born in Arkansas and 
raiged in Texas. 
0 Have you Lived in. Arkarisas and Texas all of your lifer A 


Yes sir, 


Com'r McKenanon} We have no authority to enroll you at all; 


enrollment is refused, 








COmmiasion to the Pive civilized Tribes, 
Atoka, he T., Dac, 7thy 1899, 
In the application of Blvira J. Brown for enrollment as a 


Choctaw; being sworn and examined by Com'r wekKennen she Btates;: 


What is your name¢g A Elvira J. Brown, 
How Old are you? A Forty-five, 
Glain as a Choctaw? A Yee sir, 

nave you evar basen enrollad as a Chectaw? A Ho sie, 

Has your mother or fath -r evar bean enrolled haere in the 
Choctaw Nation? A Wo sir, 
Q HOw Long fave you been Living in the Caoetaw yation? 
A I have been here off and on for ton yoars, 
Q When dtd you first come here? A It has been about 
years aro, 
Q Ho. leony did yeu remain there then? A I rsnained tyvo yeurs, 


Where did you come fron first? A ToOxcas, 


Q 
Q 


Were you born and ruised ia Texusg? A I wersbeen in Arkansas 
and staid there a while, and my father cane to Texus, un: I nave 
been living in Texas ever Siace, 

Q You came here first ten YOurs BEC, And remained here two years 
and went back to Texus? A Yes sir, 

Q Hew long did you remain in Texas then? I remainod thore 
then two or three years, 

Q Then you came back to tha Territory? A Yes slr, 


staid hardly a year, 





#4 y move here ut that time? A Yes alee 

Q Move @11 your goods and everything? A Yos # 

went back to Texas again. 

Q DO you remember when that wase A Yes sie, years ago, 

I moved from Texas tvo years a0 this winter to the Territory, and 


I have been here ever since, i 


_Q “hat time two years ago? A I think it was the first of 





. 


Sivira 3. Brown #2) 


Novemb or, 


That would be the first Of November, 18697, then? A Yessir, 


What degree of bleed had your father? A Half-breed, 


Your mother wus a shite woman? A Yos wir, 

That would make you then a quarter? A Yes eir, 

How did you know that he wag a half-brecod¢ A I have always 
been taught that ne was a half-breed, 
Q Where did he die? A he died in Red River County, in Texas, 
Blossom Prairie, 
Q ow long nad ne lived tasre¢e A He had lived there about 
four years, 
Q Wh re did he g¢e from to that place? A That was directly 
after the war you know, 
Q Did he ever live in the Territory here¢ A I don't think he 
ev r lived here, He staid here and dealt with the people, but 
mother never would move here at all, 
Q have you any evidence thut YOur parents , or GaAcesteors, ang 
Cf them, ever complied with the requirements of the 14th Article 
of the Treaty of 1830? A I think I have, 
Q What is ite A I don't know, 
Q Did your father get his blood through hig m-ther or his 
father? A His mother, 
Q What was her name? A Nellis Polaom, 
Q Was ior husband a white man? A I think he was, 


Q Ie that all that you cm tell about ite A ¥@S sir, I think 





it is about all. You $00-my—fathor tied wien I Wasa't heraiy 





Brown, it has boon a long time ago, 

Comtr MeKennon: AS you &@re not feund on any roll of the 
Ghoctaw sation, and your parents were never enrolled here, we have 
mo Guthority whatever to enroll yOu, Qnd enrollment will be refuseg 
Q Have you got ehiidrens A Yes sir, I have two girls, 

Q Are they marriedy 4 Yes sir, 





Rlvira J. Brown #5) 


‘ ane yateon, 
Mattie Jun 
e of the oldest one? A 
ve me the nune 
Q @4 A Twenty-six, ss belle, 
Old is she? ‘ She has two, Minnie § 
sie, idren living? A she 
he «ect chi e 
4) has:she g ithe old. 
ld, and Sallis, five mor she is twenty 
six years cld, ? A ifinnte Grirritn, 
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No sir, 
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Q Has 


is; 
Hxamined by choe Com'r jew Wathantel williams. 
xa 1r father’s name? med feature of Indian 
4 Ri t 
re Applicant shows no trace or 
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Department of the Interior, 
Gonmmigsion to the Five Givilized Tribes. 


In the matter of the application of Wlvira J. Brown for enroll 
ment of herself and ohildren, Mattie Jane Watson and Minnie Griffith 
and her crandchildren, Minnie Belle Watson and Sallie Watson, as citi- 
zens by blood of the Ghoctaw Nation. 


Decision. 


The applicant, Elvira J. Brown, appeared hefore the Commission 
at South McAlester, Indian Territory, diring the month of September, 
1898, and again at Atoka, Indian Territory, on December 7, 1899, 
and made application for the enrollment of herself and her children, 
Mattie Jane Watson and Minnie Griffith, and her grandchildren, Minnie 
Belle Watson and Sallie Watson, as citizens by blood of the Choctaw 
Nation. 

from an examination of the records in the possession of the 
Gommission, and the evidence in this case, it appears that the names 
Of the applicants have never bean on the tribal rolls of the Choctaw 
Nation; and it does not appear that they have ever heen aimitted to 
citizenship in the choctaw Nation by the tribal authorities of said 
Nation. And it further appears from an exanination of the records in 
the possession of the Somniasion, and the evidence in this case, that 
the applicants have never been adwtted to citizenahin in the Choctaw 
Nation by the domnission to the Five divilized Tribes acting under 
the act of Congress of June 10, 1896; or by the United States Court 
in Indian Territory on appeal from the decision of the tribal auth 
orities, or the decision of the Commission. 

Therefore, the application which Elvira J. Brown makes on 
behalf of herself and her children, Mattie Jane Watson and Minnie 





Griffith, and her srandchildren, Minnie Belle Watson and Sallie Watson, 


for enrollment as citizens by blood of the choctaw Nation, is hereby 


refused. 
The Commission to the Five ¢ d Tribes, 


Acting Ohaimman, 
Muskogee, Indian Territory, LZ" day of » 1902. 





COPY, 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERTOR, 
COMMISSION TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED rarEEs, 


Pea nmam ewe maw 


In the matter of the application ef Elvira Josephine Brown, 
et al., for identification as Mississippi Cheetaws, consolidating 
the applications of: 


Bivira Josephine Brown, 6631 
Mattie Jane Watson, et al., 5634 
Minnie M, Griffith, 6635 
Sarah Jane Henry, 1388 
Sereh Belle Henry, et al., 5652 
John HW, Henry, et al., R. 5664 
Birdie ¥, Kelly, 5654 
Blijeh Williems, et al., 5632 
Mary Magdalene odd, et al., 5636 
Almeda C. Brown, et al., 6633 
James N, Brown, 5658 
Margaret L. Trammell, et al., 2 


--: DEGCISBIO¥BR ;:.-- 


It appears from the record herein that applications 
for identification as Mississippi Choetawe were made to this Com- 
mission by Elvira Josephine Brown for herself; by Mattie Jane Wat: 
son for herself and her thrice minor ehildren, Minnie Belle, Sallie 
and Auti Watson; by Minnie M. Griffith for herself; . by Sarah 





m ereeiT; by Sarah Belle Heary fer hereelf and her 
minor ehild, Bifdie Henry; wy John ¥. Henry for himeelf and his 
minor ohilé, Deseie Henry; by Birdie F. Kelly for herself; by 
Blijah Williems for himself ana his four miner ghildren, Bugene ¥., 
arthur N,, Willie May end Rutha Belle Williams } by Mary Magdalene 


iti is ee 
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Todd for hereelf and her two minor ¢hildren, Jesse Lee and 
William Virgil Todd; by Almeda 6. Brown for herself, her five 
minor children, Johnnie D., Katie Lee, Alice Gertrude, Minnie B, 
and Bertha May, and her two minor grandehildren, Cora Myrtle 
and Memie May Brown; by James 3. Brown fer himself; by Mary J. 
Watsen for herself and her three minor children, Annie Ethel, 
Maggie Gertrude and Eva Neal Watson; and by Margaret L. Trammel 
for herself and her six ehildren, Thomas J., Sarah C., Prank, 
Arthur L., Willie B. and Bthel Pearl Tremmel, under the fol- 
lewing provision of the sct of Congress approved June 28, 1898, 
(30 State., 495): 

"Said Commission shall have euthority to de- 

termine the identity of Choctay Indians Cleiming 
rights ih the Chectaw lands under article fourteen 

of the treaty between the United States and the Choctaw 
Nation, coneluded September twenty-seventh, eighteen 
hundred and thirty, and te that end may administer 
oaths, exemine witnesses and perform all other acts 
necessary thereto and make report te the Seeretary of 
the Interior ,* 

It also appears that all of said applicants claim 
rights in the Cheotew lands under article fourteen of the 
treaty between the United States and the Chectaw Nation, con- 
cluded September twenty-seventh, eighteen hundred and thirty, 
by reason of being descendants ef George Fulsom (or Pulson, or 


Folsom), who is alleged to have been a Choetaw Indian (degree 


ef blood not etated) and to have resided in Mississippi in 


eighteen hundred and thirty, 
It further appears from the evidence submitted in 





@uppert of said applications, and from the reeords in the pos- 
session of the Comni ssion, that none of sald applicants has 
ever been enrolled by the Choctaw tribal autherities as a men- 
ber of the Ghectaw tribe, or admitted te Cheetaw eitisenship 





-§- 


by @ duly constituted court or committes of the Choctaw Vation, 
or ty the Commission te the Five Givilisea Tribes, or by a 
decree of the United States Court in Indian Territery, under 
the previsions of the act ef Congress approved June 10, 1806, 
(29 Stats., 321). 

It does not appear from the testimony and evidence 
offered in support ef said applications, or from the records in 
the possession of the Ceami esion relating to persons whe cen- 
plied or attempted to comply with the provisions of said ar- 
ticle fourteen of the treaty of eighteen humdred and thirty, 
and te persons who heretofore were claimants thereunder, that 
the said George Fulsom (or Pulson, or Folsom), or ancestors 
less remote, signified (in person or by proxy) te Celonel Ya. 
Ward, Indian Agent, Choct aw Ageney, an intention to comply with 
the provisions of said article fourteen, or presented a claim 


te rights thereunder to either of the commissions authorized to 


adjudicate such elaims by the acts of Congress approved March 3, 
1837 (5 Stats., 180) and Auguet 23, 1842 (5 Stats,, 6513). 


It ts therefore the opinion of this Commission 
that the evidence herein is insufficient to determine the 
identity of BMivira Josephine Brown, Mattie Jane Vateon, Minnie 
Belle Watson, Sallie Watson, Anti Watson, Minnie M, Griffith, 
Sereh Jane Henry, Sarah Belle Henry, Birdie Henry, John ¥. Henry, 
Dessie Henry, Birdie F. Kelly, Elijah Williams, Eugene 5, 





; ow ; ames, Willie May Williems, Rutha Belle 
Williems, Mary Magdalene Tedd, Jesse Lee Todd, William Virgil 
Tedd, Almeda 0, Brown, Johnnie D. Brown, Katie Les Brown, Alice 


Gertrude Brown, Minnie BE, Brown, Berthe May Brown, Cora Myrtle 





' 


s m, Beem, Mary 7. Wateon, annie. 
a ‘Watoun, va Weal Vateon, Margate’: 
mies amie, er Ge) ‘Premel, Frask Tremnel, 

iether ‘bs Tremei, wiLise. a. Frame}, ne ‘Denet’ Pearl tremei, 
as Choctaw Indions entitled te Tights: ih the Gheiter lands under 
the Provisions of said artixte fourteem: of ‘the treaty.of clgktoen 
hundred and thirty, end that: the trp liewtions for their Adentiri- 
eation as sugh' should de Yefuped, off ft is ao ordered. 


COMMTesION TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES. 








Taris Puke 
Ags rman. 


LY, BN cedles. 





Cedi seloner . 


C’. B. Breckinridge. 





Commianl oner. 


Muskogee, ‘Indian Territory, 











COMMISSIONERS 


HENRY L. Dawes, 
TAMS BIxey, 


ARCHIBALD S. MCKENNON, DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 


TMomAs B. NEEDLEs 


re) COMMISSION TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES. 
ALLISON L. AYLESWoORTH, 
SECRETARY 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, February 16,1900, 


A. J. Brown, 
Sulphur Springs, Indian Territory, 
Dear Madan: 


The Commission is in receipt of your letter of January 25, 
and has been to considerable trouble to identify you as having ever 
been an applicant for citizenship before this Commission. It devel- 
ops, however, that you appeared before the Commission at South McAle 
ester, and made application for enrollment under the name of Elvira 
J. Brown, and at that time enrollment was refused you. Subsequent to 
that time you again appeared before the Commission at Atoka on Becem- 
ber 7, 1899, and renewed your application for citizenship in the 
Choctaw Nation, and at that date you were informed that the Commis- 
sion had no authority to enroll you, and that enrollment was refused, 
The inclosures in your letter of January 25 have been filed with the 


other papers in this case, 


Yours truly, 


Jf 


Act ing Chairman. 








COMMISSIONERS. 
Huway L. Dawns, 
Tame Bizzy, DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 


AsomrnsLp S. MoKguwon, 
Twouss B. Nexpiss. COMMISSION TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES. 


44.0" L. Ayiusworrn, Secretary, 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, May &1, 1900, 


Minnie Griffith, 
Sulphur, Indian Territory, 
Dear vada} 


The Commission is in receipt of your letter of May 28th, in 
Which you state that your mother, Mrs. Elvira Josephine Brown, ap- 
peared before this Commission and made application for citizenship 
both on her own behalf and on behalf of her daughter ani grand daugh- 
ter, and requwsting to be informed whether or not such action was 
legal, and if you would be allowed to appear in person before this 
Commission as an applicant for enrollment. You are informed that the 
records of the Commission do not show that there has ever been any 
personal appearance made by Mrs. Elvira Josephine Brown as an appli- 
eant for Choctaw citizenship, and wntil such personal appearance, s0 
that a suffietent statement can be taken under oath, this Commission 
could not pass upon her case, If you desire to appear before the 
Commission as an applicant for enrollment in the Choctaw Nation, you 
may do 80 at this office, The Commission, however, will be at Atoka 
from June 4th to 8th, and at Colbert from Jme llth to 16tha 


Yours truly, | 





In reply to this letter, 
please refer to 7 B 336 





Wuskagee, Indien territory, April 2s, ‘19d1y: 


Me. 2. Jy Brown, 

Mariette, Inaten Territory, Ey 
Dear Mademte: >": see ae 
Reseipt fe hereby Aoki oWiedgea of your letter or ihe 20th 
inst., requesting that you y advised Felative to évidends sent by 
“YON te" the Commiseton i yaiy enne, ene ey 
; You are informed that ‘there is filed with the papers in 
| your Gase an Affidavit by W. i, Binks and’ aleo an affidatit by. Mrs. 
My Welter, ‘These Papers, with tic Ovidense of yourwelt and 
witnesses taken before the Comm’ sieton, are all that appear to be 
on record in your cape in this offics, re 

Yours truly, 


Acting Ghmirman, 








“tacts rnéhen warsittes: 


‘Dear! gai Whe 
‘meoaipt is hereviy acknowandend of your Detter nf slik oth: s. 


r et dear oh endiesing. sertain paren -widion wou denare. the comme om te E 
tt in, auppertof your eppiiowsien for: “Wareaaaont: me 8. of igen’ an 
he” Tae tay Natigns ne ce “A 35 it rag) Be 

; “Mable thé Gomuission has & reobra that you: nave, pereoneday 

* sands appiswattor tdthia: Commiasion Pet there ra ve peek’ ‘eaaepted 

ogrtsin’ ‘papers / An: SHORES of. such appifeation taere is not r 

\ wuttaptant peoe nam nn n whioh’ your rights © suo0l efir ¢Limdnt oan be, | 

Sp tee het ecnitaees 

Bas in ylew ofthis fact the Commission sannet adopt the 
papers now forwarded by. You but wold suggest. that you, whe cot: 
Wiiiems and Margaret F. Trammel and -the other persons Lntereseed. 

in vour, dlaim make personal  apnearanae in the patter of tris appit- 
oatiow for enrollment as citinens of. the Gheotaw Natson. showrd 
youcthen desire to offer edditional erftsnoe the sane welt pe 
‘pacented and considered, 


Yours truly, 


Aoting Chairman. 








aces aie Indian Territory, Maren Ro, 29032. 


tterof . the ‘applieation ot. '} 
mes for the tnrdliment 
BEL. eae ssteaen by. Blood of, 
ad cneotew, ation, — : 


ee | 
i aries uv, tees 
ly Indian Perritory, 


he 


eat: ; You are bereby motitied that you’ wilt be 
‘sewed: tnbity days from’ tie dite héreor wikin Watch to gitad t 

to this Cltbadis ion, your affidavit. corroporated by two witnensen; 

eetting tien the fact that you élsim the right t6 be identified ae 

a ilentesipps Choctaw thder the net of Congress of June 28, 1898, 

which provifies: as follows: 


flex "Said Oommiagion shal} have authority to 
ete mine the recetcter' Of Chootew Indd 
wee or : 
ott rip Vi 

adres and thirty,’ and | ee that, end may ad- 

eter Oaths, examine witnesees, and per- 

ft all other’ acts necessary thereto, and 
fapky Yeport tothe Secretary of the Interior.* 


8/oh* afridavit must be. gworn' to by yourselr and the 


4 


A ae witnesses, and sbovid eet forth the faot that you ares 





erecta alanis wire resided in Mississippi: in 
- 1st0y end oh ‘ah your intention $2 make personal application 
to ‘Oy peti. wer. the phat gat of .yoursels as a 


a) 
| 
7% 





ahaa ia, ae bg: ttherehemny » whion: you. inn ¢ te sath, 
eheatton: sa.0 ‘Sitéetins pps a Glide tal tay? but” ie wigs ‘he sboepted nu S4ss 


Pe ‘ ae . gpa ype Sets 


 Menahle, the-taet “that ge ae plete ad tet st ie Jour 
tatlenst 0 te: maico seh pervonat sealteation | rytiaa. he ‘Heer roere.” «f 


: 








Choctaw R°VE4 


maa SE 
hes 


rh ue 
WY ‘ 
Wid 


Muskogess Indian Territory, May 1, 1902. 


Mra. zieiba 3, Brown, 

Marietta, Indian Territory. 
Dear Madam} 

Your letter of April 16, 1902, addressed to the secretary 
of the Interfor, Washington, De Ca, has been by him referred. to 
this Comission for donsideration and appropriate actions: 

Therein you state that you are a grand+ daughter. of 
Wellie Ful 86m who vas the daughter of George Pulsom, 4 Mississippi 
Choctaw Indien, who Aived in the state of Mississippi at the time 
of the trensy of 1830, ami.that the Commission to the Five Civilized 
Tribes entolled Te @, Burkes and his grend-méther and your grand- 
mother were sisters and dnughters of the said George Fulsom, 

The fact that you are. 4.00-relative of a person who 
has been admitted to éit tention tp in ‘the Choetaw Nation by &. gudg= 
ment of the United States Court in Indian verritory, would in ne 
manwe r.affedt: your right to enrollment as a oitizen of the Choctaw 


Wation. 





The authority vested in the Commissign to prepar 
roll of the citizens of the Choctaw Nation is contained in the 


aot of Gongiesn of June 28, 2696, ond is ap follows! 


¥ 
wt 


Pi 2% 5 |. 





irected to make ° 
Mf &12 the other tribes 
the tribal rolis Such nanes 
} av fraud or: without authority 

: haw ss | Law right thereto, 

a their dee Since such rolls were maa, with such 
intermarried: Ss may. be entitieda to Choetaw and 
Chickasaw eitizenship under the treaties and the laws of said 
tribea,® g 

“It not appearing from our records or fram your testimony. 
in the matter of your application for enrollment as a citizen of 
the Choctaw Natioh, that you were entitled to such enrollment , 
the Commd4esion in order to protect any Fights that you might have 
@8 & Mississippi Choctaw, on Maroh 20, 1902, advised you that 
you would’.be permitted thirty days from that date within which 
to submit-to this Commission affidavits setting forth that you 


Claim @ right to be identified as a Misaissippi chootaw under the 


provisions of the act of Congress of June 28, 1898, 


If it is not your intention to prosecute any such rights , 
the Commtssion wild pass upon your right to enroliment as a 
Sitizen by bleod of the Chootaw wation upon the record now made, 

In the event that such decision is unfavorable to you, 
you will be notified thereor @nd of the forwarding of the record 
in the case to the B6oretary of the Interior for review, 

YOR are further advised that the Commission hag this 
day addreeaba ® communication to Almeda Ah 22h at Gainesville, 


pur gOint coumunication to the Secretary of 














COMMISSIONERS 





| REFER IN REPLY TO THE FOLLOWING 


HENRY L. DAWES, 
TAMS BIxsy, DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


THOMAS B. NEEDLES, 


' 
A’ ie meieari NRTA COMMISSICN TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES. |wqge Groctaw 5631. 
‘i | 


ALLISON L. AYLESWORTH, 
SECRETARY 


ADDRESS ONLY THE 
CCMMISSION TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, October 10, 1902, 


Elvira J. Brom, 
Blue, Indian Territory, 
Dear Madam? 


Receipt is hereby acknowledged of your letter of October 5, 
asking if you can hold land under the new treaty, and stating that 
you hope a decision will soon be reached in your case. 

In reply to your letter you are informed that the agreement 
recently entered into between the United States and the Choctaw and 
Chickasaw Wations provides as follows: 


"All persons duly identified by the Commission to the Five 
Civilised Tribes under the provisions of section 21 of the act of 
Congress approved June 28,1896,(350 Stats.,495),as Mississippi Chootem 
entitled to benefits under article 14 of the treaty between the Unit- = 
ed States and the Choctaw Nation concluded September 27,1630, may 
at any time within six months after the date of their ident ification 
as Mississippi Choctaws by the said Commission, make bona fide settle 
ment within the Choctaw-Chickasaw country, and upon proef of such 
settlement to such Commission within one year after the date of their 
said identification as Mississippi Choctaws shall be enrolled by such 
Commission as Mississippi Chootaws entitled to allotment as herein 
provided for citizens of the tribes, subject to the special provisions 
herein provided as to Mississippi Choctaws, and said enrollment shall 
be final when approved by the Secretary of the Interior,” 


You are advised that no decision nor opinion has been ren- 





dered in your case and that your status is that of an applicant for 
identification as a Mississippi Choctaw whose rights have not yet 





E.J.R.e 2 


been passed upon and it is not believed that you are in any way en- 
titled to possessory rights of the lands of the Choetaw-Chickasaw 
country. 


The Commission now has your case under consideration, and 


it is probable that a decision will be reached within the near fu- 
ture. As soon as a decision is rendered you will be notified thereof 
and of the forwarding of the record in your case to the Secretary of 
the Interior for review. 


7 
Respectfully, 
<A 








; WELL sene M; cravean; | 
fo A. i ‘AYtomnay at haw, 
; Port Geith,> Arkandags 
‘Dear. tis es 


te 
“Yee 


You are hereby advised that: on’ sti" 7th “aay: ot Janvary, 


1903, the Conmisaton tothe Five Oivilizea artoes renie'rea a. deatse 
Lon in the monpolidateg qase Of, Rivira Tomepiit ne | Brown, ni al., 

¥ 4 embracing the TeLLéwi ng applications for taentars ogi ton aa } 
‘Mi agisvipps Chog tewe : 


. Bivire Sosephine Brown, MO Ree S GGL 
Mattie: Jane bps et al., M.OLRs - B654 
Minnfe’M. Griffith MC... .5SS5 
Sarah’ Jane Henry, Mi@pR,. 1358 
Sarah» Belle’ Henry, et al,, M,C. Re SBG2 
John hm Henry, et "ali, y, OoRe: 58653 
Birdie. F, Keliy, Mv Re® ‘DARA 
Riijan, Whlltens, et al., Keck, 5632 

Mary Magdalene feda, ot; al., MLC LR HESS 
Aimeda Oy Brown, et @la, WM. Oy Re BOSS 
Tames N. Brown, M.OyRy BASS 
Mary: Ji Wateon, et al. H.C+R, 8647 
Margaret: Ls Tremnei, ot Gls, MeQ. Ry ita 


These ‘applications were made under the provision of the 
wet of Congress of June 28, 1a98.{(30 State. 9496), whieh is as fols 
ower 








Wel c.-2 | 


"Said Commission e@hald hey e authority to determine the 
identity of Choctaw Indians olaiming rights*in the Choctaw 
lands under article fourteen of the treaty between the United 
States and the Choctaw Nation, concluded. September twenty~ 
Seventh, cizhteen hundred and thirty, and to that end may ade 
Minister oaths, exomine witnetses and perform all other aéts 
necessary ‘thereto, and make report to the Secretary of the 


Interior,” 
Said: decision concludes ab follows: 


“Tt: sherefore the opinion of, this Commission that’ the 
evidente herein ia insufficient to determine the identity of Dlyira 
Josephine Brown Hattie Jane Watson, Minnie Bolle Watson, Sallie 
Watson, Auti Watson, iMunde i. Griffith, Sarah Jane Ienry, Sarah 
Beile Kenry, Birdie Henry, John Ny Henryy Dessie Henry, Birdie Be 
Kelly, Elijah Williams, Eugene ny Williams, arthur. 1, Williams, 
Willie May Williems, Ruthe Belle Wiliiems, Mar} Magdalene. Toda 
Jesse Lee ‘Todd, WiT 14 am Virgil To@d, Almeda Ce Trown, Johnie }, 
Brown, Katie Lee Brown, Alice: Gertrude Brown, Minnie E, Brown, 
Bertha May Brown Cora Vyrtle Brown, Mamie May Brown, Jamas N. Brown, 
Mary J, Watson, Annie Ethel Watson, Magete Gertrude Watson, Eva 
Neal Watson, Uargaret L, Tramiel, Thomaa J, Tramnel, Sarah C, 
Tremel, Trank Tremmel, arther 1. Tranmel, Willte Bs’ Tramei and 
Bthel Pearl Traomel, a8 Choctaw Indians entitled tp righteé in. the 
Choctaw lands under the provisions of’ paid article fourtesn of the 
treaty of sipitéen hundred: and thirty, and ‘that tke applioations 
ter their ‘identifionn on a8 suck should be refused, and 1t isso 
ordered." 


You are further advised that ghe applicants in this case 
have been allowed fifteen days from tha date hereof within which 
te file argumente in this office, and that at the expiration of 
Said time the papers in the Case, together with such arguments , 
will be: forwardea to the Secretary ofthe Interior through the 


Commissioner of Tndian Affairs, 





Respectfully, 





iy meee ast 
‘y 


Blvira Josephine. Brow, 

Marietta, The Sad ‘Rerriter™. 
Dear Madani: eigen: ! 

You are netedy aciviséa that on the 7th: day of Janvary, 

1905, tha Commission to the’ Five Civilized Tribes rendered a decin» 
fon in tHe consolidated, cage of Elvira Josephine Browh, et al., 
embracing, the following applicktions for indentification ‘as 
Missivsippt Choot await 


Bivira Josephine. Brown, MVC.Rs' S632»: 
Mattia’ Jane Wataon, et Pads: M.C,Rs 5634 

, Minnie: M, Grafrith, Mi 0. Re: 6638 

Sarah Jane Henry, kieC eRe: 1368" 
* Sarah Belle Henry, et al,, M.CeRs 56658. 
John Wy Henry et ale, MiC.Re 5655: 
Birdie, .#,. Ka MaCsRs, 6654" 
Elijah: Wilitans, et ale, Me CwRe,:S632 
Mary Magdalene Toad, et "al., M0. Ry 6656 
Almeda CexBrown, et al., MoC.R, 5633 
Janes ite Brown, MCR, $458 
Mary 3 Watson, ot: al., MiCeR,. 5647 
Margare L, Tranme), ot al. Mats Ry 2 


These ‘miblieations were made under “the provision of the 
aot of Congrese.of..June 24,1808 (30. Btatd.,498), which is’as fols’ 
 Lowss 

"Said Glades indi ‘shall have authori ty to determine the 

identity of Shootam retary oleiming rights inthe Choctaw 
Lands under Srtio28: gare yl Rag the mde between thé oi i 


States’'s 
ie that end may: ad- 
aie all. other ‘atte 
Secretary: or the’ : 








vy, 
\ 


Sars ; ‘optnion io? thie ‘Chabivetid 3 thas: ‘tase 
syidence nei nieic L26F; . <to Scat time tie. identity of. Rivire 
: Mattie. iG. ayes ann a: Belle Watson; Sallte: 
Wesson, Aut, is Miipite i par 


proces one. fay, Seren 


: ea 
lia RASS 4 Cpe yoy ia é ane fag er Josen tak 
r dam Virgit alc mie i: re otiarente D; Sromn Siceh ye 
ne (i venk maee Gertrudg § OW Mt al ot Ber ther eur ~ al “Stony, fs 
ora: Ty rt 2 Brown, Mant’s: oy te rows, Mary id» Wataon,  *\; 
pate seek Fetaon, wags : ¢ Bye. di etl near mrpehey : 
« Tramne maw r \ 
Arthur L. Tremmel ,. wade Bes: Sarah o and then, Rett Trasmal. 
as thectin Indians. entitled: tp: Pights°in the Choe taw- lands tinder 
the provistons of said-arttele fonrtean of the treaty of eighteen 
hundred and thirty, nd that: the applteations 8 for sheir tdentificas 
tion: as suth. should be ‘Refused Bnd, Ay 18 ‘Bo inigiote Rit 


Yoii are further Saviaed. that You wil: ‘be. ‘Allowed fiftean 
days from the: date hereof within which to file arguments in this 


office, and that at ‘the expiration of said time. the papers in the 

ease) together with suoh arguments, will be’ forwaraea to the 

‘Secretary of the Interior through . the ‘Commi satoner of indian @ffairs, 
Reapeotfully; 


Regi Stered. , 


rte Oe 








ad 


eM Mangtielay MoMurray: & erate, 


Attertieve. for the Chisctam and Cikenvess Watton, 


South: NeMestey, Indian. Terrt tori)’ 
Gentlemen: : 3 
You ate hereby advised that on’ the: 7th day) of January, 
03," the Oormitad.on to the Five Civilized Trives renderag’a Beeree 
fon tn ‘the -oonselfdataa case of Mivira Josephine Beye, et ali, 
embracirig. the following applications for identiftonedon Be 
Mississippi Choctaws: 


Blvira Josephine Brom, MVOsRe 5632 
Mattie Jane Watson, et al. M.QsRs 5634. 
Minnie, Mi the debe ¥.O.Rs 5658’ 
Sarah Mane Henry, NeCyR. 1358 
Barah © elle Henry, et al», MiG Ry f652 
John N, Henry, at ales Me. Re' 86535 
Birdie ¥. Kelly Mel Re ($654 
Spear Witlians: ot al,2°’ MeCe Re S632 
cecan eee Toda, 6% "ale, Me Os Re BOSE 
Almeda' Brown, et)al., Moc. Na§683 
James B.. Brown, M.C.Rs’ $688 
Mary: wv. Vatoon, et al.,  MoOeR. ea? 3 
Margaret Trammell, et Ae, MeOeRy Bes Oe 


These applications were made: under “the provision’ or tie 
vat of Congress of Tine 88, 2696 (30. Stats.,496), ” 
Said dept concludes as fg i Si 








ieee seta ve ‘4 hah site Seas er mivita, 
dol pti mh 28 oneu an ete e ¢ i) > J re 

sige tae ‘Sarg Tear a 24 Bolie Yate uses, 
ae Aes aia oy ra pPab Taxie Heng, | 





on 
Belle Menthe: Biraee Henry, Fok: Hy. Henry, Deatie Ha Birale +, \: 
“Rent. Si ttt 2 Eugenie Ns ¥ ais, te tether ¥, ruta | 
O- May’ WATTiens ms 
Jesse Lee Tote trite ve Vivgit Peg i Nemda'e ae Fetes eh b. 
Brown, ‘Katis Tee's Brown, Alice Gyrsride 2 iin pil i 4 Brown,” 
Bertha: May: 3 Myrti« ree Mante Hay Ay Brown, ; ames Ny 
a Mary J. ‘Watson, Anne Re beh Paton, agrie ertvaag Watson, 
Neal’ Watson Margaret fy it (Pbomap ve Tretimet) Sarak’ ¢, 
‘Tame! Frank haces) ‘itis oe ie Grete Wilise Be. Tramiel’ and’ 
Pearl. Premed, -6@ Choetaw Trdian s ides to'righta tn the 
Ghai’ Janda endl St the provisions. of fats article fourteen. of the 
treat that tHe o@bpliontions 


are.-further advised that the appli¢ants in this 
Case have ‘been. al lowed fifteen days ‘rom. the date hereof within 
which to ffia arguments in this office, and that. at the expiration 
ef said time tha Pepers in the Case, together with such arguments, 


will ve forwarded to the Secretary. of the Interior through the 


Commissioner Of Indian Affairs, 


Respectfully, 








MCR 563]'» 


‘Muskogee, Indian Territory, January 22 2, 1903, 


Wm. M. Cravens, 
Attorneyseat=Law, 

Muskogee, Indian Territory. 
Dear Sires. 5: pRS sap 

Receipt is hereby acknowledged. of your letter of the 17th 
ingt..; ra lative + the hecision of tha ‘Commissicn ret ‘usins the 
appitdacions’ of he several persons included in the consolidated 
Missiesspps Choo'taw. casa. of Bivira Josephine: Brown, «2 al. You 
state Yet the letter of the Commission notifving you of its se. 
tion in ‘this: case Was not rece tvead sined the 17th insat., having 


teen addressed to Fou at Fort. Smith, Arkansas, and returned to 


\ 


Usjaitozen, Andian. Territory. You nak that : you be slliowdd additional 


time Within which t6 File arsunents Th Support of the claims of 
these applicants. 

In oompliarice with your request, you are hereby allowed 
fifteen days from the date hereof within which to file such arfu- 


ments, 
Respectfully, 





Commissioner in Charge. 





a ‘BaP 3 
Muskoges, Indien territory, Fepriery 6, 190%, 


, Bhe Honoravle 
The. Seoretary of the, Intorick, 


eC ; 
& ae 
s 
o 


There is trangnitted nerewi*h the tosord tn the contoli~ 
dated oases of Pivira Josephine Brown, 40 al.» arelion nte to the 
Comission for iaentiticat ton ae Minelesipps choot sire, ino ludinz 
the: deodeion of tie Gem deaion of Jenumy 7, 1665, 


The above @onsolidated cease exivianes the following origi~ : 


nal applications for identificatien as Mieslesipol Choctaws heard 
by the Comaleaion: 


tivire Bch eae MLO, Re 6652 
abi 4e dane i etl,  Wesn. Besa 
Uy O, Ry. 


6 
: aint eee 


Stk ie 
«. to 
; Gn cone 
MaGy Ry © sess 
4,04, §658 


Mary J, Watoon, ot ai, ‘MgGuR, 6647 
Margaret L. Trammel, oy al, MG yh, 2 


the JOM @eior he ne Héwe ré We 5 erin Pas. .' 





epplivante in the advera2 applications, their attopney of record 





aS and th attorneys for the thootaw fina biciansiis Witton» nave ‘boon ne 


‘ey advijped by. ‘Letter of the agtion 
‘Qe letters being eo te the seosed, 


v 


Through ‘the 


8, Ene, 


whee Commlgeten, copies ‘oe. 


Reaventtiiy, 


GIGNED), | ey 


ee: i Brechinvigges, 
Cound ve tetter in dharge, 


Commtesioner of tndian Affaire, 


Mv G5 Ry BERL 








tia tebdevedy ab ex Mekaiow, 


Sir: 

Bn, die sitter of the eonschtdated wlaetonigyt Chaptew nee 
of Mivire Joneshine Brown, et al., the record therein, together 
with the eoiaton ef the Comdesion refusing the appligations of 
np WHE pedis TANNA te seh is oh BOEINED 6, Sin, 
tranaaltted to the Department, 

| Se Peeruery 16, 2008, there we #i3he with the demteaton 
Sreuaet ant Wiel oF Gruvene & Buthertond, attorneys ia the cant, 
St ENE Se erento C é 








MC R S631 


Muskégeey Indien Territory, Yebruary 20, 1903, 


Craver & Rutherford, 
Mitorinra at Lew, 
| Muskegee, Indian Terfitery. 
Gentlemen: ; 

Reosipt is hereby acknowledged of your letter of the 13th 
instant, endlowing argument and bréef in the cohtolidated Mienis- 
sippi Choctaw case of Elyira Josephine Brown, st al. 

In reply you are informed that’ the thirty days from Jan« 
vary 7, 1903, heretofore granted you within which to file arguments 
in support of the claims of thé appiicants in this case, expired 
on Pebruary 6, 1903. On that date the record in tie case, together 
with the devision of the Commission refusing the epplications of 
thd several persons included in said conse, was’ forwarded to the 
Secretary of the Interior. 

You are furthéf afviged that the arguments and brief 
submitted By you has this day beet transmitted to the Secretary of 
the Interior to be considered in eonnestion with said case, 

Respectfully, . 








depen 


‘tapaRmomre OF tHe ‘Tirenz08, 
OFFICE OF INDIAW AFPAIRG, 


Land 10112 WASHINGTON, Maroh 18, 1903, 
12392-1903, 


The Honorable, 


The Secretary of the Interior. 


T have the honor to transmit herewith the record of 
the Commission to the Five Civilized Trites in the consolidated 
Case of Elvira Josephine Brown, et al, applicants for identifi- 
cation as Mississippi Choctaws, wherein @ decision adverse to 
the applicants was rendered by the Commission of January 7,1903. 

The consolidated case embraces the following applica- 
tions: Elvira Josephine Brown; Mattie Jane Watson, for herself 
and her three minor children, Minnie Belle, Sallie ana Auti Watson; 
Minnie-™M, Griffith; Sarah JaneHenry; Sarah Belle Henry, for her- 
Self and her minor child, Birdie Henry; John Henry, for himself 
@nd his minor child Dessie Henry; Birdie F. Kelly; Klijah will- 


dams, for himselr and his four minor children, Eugene N., Arthur 


W., Willie May und Rutha Belle Villicas; Mary Magdalene Todd, for 


herself. and her two minor children, Jesse Lee and William Virgil 





“Todd; Almeda c, Brown, for herseir and her five minor gutidren, 
Johnnie D.+) Katie Lee, Alice Gertrade,’ Minnie ‘So and Bertha May, 
and, her two manor  Araadahdt ahaa, core Hyreay, ana Mamie May bosom 





James N. Brown; Mary J. Watson, for- herself and her thrée 
minor children, Annie Ethel, Maggie Gertrude and Bva Neal Watson; 
Margaret L, Tramiel for herself and her six children, Thomas Jey 
Sarah C., Frank, Arthur L., Willie B, and Rbhel Pearl Trammell. 
The applicants claim the right to identification as 
Mississippi Choctaws by reason of their descent fron George 
Fulsom (or Fulson or Foleom), who is allered to have been a Choc- 
taw Indian, degree of blood not stated. 
‘ The Commission bases its decision refecting these 
applicants on the ground that it does not appear from the testi- 
mony in the possession of the Commission or the records of the 
Commission, that the ancestor from whom the applicants claim to 
have derived their Choctaw blood, complied or attempted to com- 
ply with the provisions of the 14th article of the treaty of 1830, 
or presented a claim to benefits thereunder. 
An examination of the records of this office has failed 


to substantiate the claim of the applicants that George Pulsom 


(or Pulson, or Folsom), or that any person by those surnames, was 


listed with those who complied or attempted to comply with said 
article 14. It is founa, however, that a George Folsom re- 
ceived benefits under the 29th article of Baid treaty. 

Dt is therefore recommended that the decision of thé 


applicants he approved. 





There is also.enclosed herewith’ a ‘communication dated 





‘Very reays etfuliy, 


A. CG. Toaner } 


Acting Commi ssioner. 
B.B.P. Hr. 


4 enclosures, 








uO ® $632 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, September 8, 19054 


Rivira J, Brown, 
Suiphur, Indien Territory. 
Dear Madam‘ 

Receipt is hersby ackiowlediged of your Letter of August 
11, 1903, by reference from the Secretary of the Interior, relative 
to the decision of the Commission refusing your application for 
identification as a Mississippi Choctaw. ‘You state that J. G. 
Burks and family have been enrolled; that you are of the same 
biood, and do mot understand why you were rejected. You ask if 
you will have to vacate your land. 

In‘ reply you are informed that the record in your case, 
together with the decision of the Commission refusing your §#rplice- 
tion, was on February 6, 1903, forwarded to the Secretary of thé 
interior. The Commission has not up to’ the present time been ad- 
vised of any departmental action taken thereon. As soon as it is 
informed of the decision of the Seorstary, you will be duly noti- 
fied thergor. 

The facet that you are a o0-relative of a person who 
ment of the Dawes Commission, would in. no. inane afteot your right 
$0 « share.im thw lands of thé Chootey én Chitinser Nations, 


s 





ie ndt atioves, you sre "hej any manner auttitea ta: ‘possessory rights 
of the tribal: property of the Chostaw and Chickasew Nations, 
Respectfully, 








MCR 5631 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, September 11,2903. 


Elvira J. Brown, 

Sulphur, Inddan Territory. 
Dear Maden: 

Receipt ig hereby acknowledsed of your letter of the 4th 
instant, relative to your right to lands in the Choctaw Netion. 


In-reply yon! are informed that the Commission cannot 


Give you any further information thal that contained in its letter 


to you under date of Septomber 8, 1903. 


Respsotfully, 


Chairman. 








M,0.R, 6681, 
COPY,’ 


Muskogee, tndian Territory, Deoenher 3, 1903, 


Elvira Joseghine Brown, 
3 sulyiur, tnfian territory. 
Dear Madam; 

You are hereby notified that on the glst day of Noven- 
ber, 1903, the Saoretary of the Interior affirmed the desision of 
this Comission ¥efueing the applications for identification as 
Mississippi chootaws of the several persons included in the oon 
S0lidated case of Rivira Josephine Brown et al., of which deois 


ion you were advised by registered mail on the 7th day of JAMIALY, 


1903, 
Respestfully > 








DC, : IuWeH. 
2958-1905. 
a242- * 


THR 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTRRIOR. 
WASHINGTON, 


4 


} November 21, 1903. 
| 


Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes, 


Muskogee, Indian Territory. 


Gentlemen: 

On February 6, 1903, you transmitted the record in the 
consolidated case involving the applications for identification as 
Mississippi Choctaws of Blvira Josephine Brown (M.C.R. 5631), Mattie 
Jane Watson, Minnie Belle yatson, Sallie Watson, Auti Watson, Minnie 
M. Griffith, Sarah Jane Henry, sarah Belle Henry, Birdie Henfy, John 
N. Henry, Dessie Henry, Birdie F. Kelly, Blijah Williams, Rugene N. 
Williams, ,Arthur N. Williams,Willie May Williams, Rutha Belle Willians 
Mary Magdalene Todd, Jesue Lee Todd, William Virgil Todd, Almeda 0, 
Brown, Johnnie D. Brown, Kattie Gee Brown, Alice Gertrude Brown, 
Minnie 3B. Brown, Bertha May Brown, Gora Myrtle Brown, Mamie May 
Brown, James N. Brown, Mary J. Watson, Annie Ethel Watson, Maggie 
Gertrude Watson, Bva Neal Watson, Margaret L. treme}, Thomas J, 
Trammel, Sarah C. Trammell, Frank ‘Trenmel, Arthur L. Trammell, Willie 
3B. Trammel, and Ethel. Pearl Tramp; including your decision of 
January 7, 1903, refusing to identity them as such. 





With your report of Feotiruary 19, 1903, relating to this 
oase, you forwarded the argument and brief of Craven and Rutherford, 
attorneys for the applicants. — 


¥ 





Claiming identifioation as Mississippi Choctawsa it was 
inoumbént upon these applicants to show their lineal descent from 
some person who was entitled to the benefits of article 14 of the 
treaty of September 27, 1830.. , 

Prom the testimony dontained in the record it appears 
that the principal applicants are the children of Nathaniel Williams, 


by his wife, Fannie Williams. The latter és of white parentage. 
$ 


Nathaniel Williams was an one-half blood Choctaw, who was born in 
Mississippi about 1624 or 1826. He obtained his Chootaw blood from 
his mother, who was a full blood, and apprently the Choctaw head of 
a family and a resident of the old Chootaw Nation in 1850. Her name 
at that time would accordingly be Nellie Williams. Her maiden name 
was Nellie Fulsom. Her father was a Choctaw named George Fuksom. 

It further appears that Nellie Williams, the grandmother 
of the prinoipal applicants, owned a farm in the old Ghootaw Nation 
at the time of the treaty of 1830, not far from Dancing Rabbit 
Creek, and that she continued to resside thereon for a number of 
years after the treaty. 

From the reports of the Indian office relative to this 
case, dated March 18 and November 17, 1903, it appears that the 

of that office fail to show that any of the ancestors 
records,above named ever complied or attempted to comply, in any way 
n 2 h said oleé nasmuoh as the testimony of 





of the applicants does not supply the required evidence, it must be 
held that they have failed to establish their claims, 


art : 
y ? d Sat 
pute ms ? Vs 
ee 4 > ol tt ae 
n, " \ q 





In his said report of March 18, ,1903, the Acting Com- 


missioner of Indian Affairs recommended that your aotiog be approved, 


a copy of his said letter is inclosed. 
The Department ofmcurs in said recommendation, and your 
decision rejeoting the appli ants is hereby affirmed. 
Respectfully, 


Thos. Ryan, 


Acting Seoretary. 
1 inoclosure. 








N.G,R. 5631, 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, Degenber %, 1903, 


Willian Mu, Graveris, 
Attorney—at-Law, 
Muskogee, Indian Territoty, 


Dear Sir: 

You are hereby notified that on the Zlst day of Novem 
ber, 1903, the Seoretary of the Interior affirmed the decision 
of this Conmission refusing the applications for identification 
as Mississippi Thootaws of the several persons ineluded in the 
consolidated case of Blyira Josephine Brown et @1., Of which de- 
@ision you were advised by registered mail on the 7th day of 


Jameary, 1903, 
Reapeotfully, 








M.GeRe BOSle >” 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, Deomiber 3, 1905. 


Mansfield, MoMurray 4 Gornish, 
Attorneys for dhootaw ami Chickasaw Nations, 
South MoAlester, Indian Territory. 
Gentlemen: 
You are hereby notified that on the flst day of Noven- 
ber, 1903, the Seoretary of the Interior affirmed the decision 
of this Conmission refusing the applications for identification 


a6 Mississippd Chootaws of the several persons included in the 

consolidated case of Bivira Josephine Rrown et ali, OF which de- 

oision you were advised by mail on the 7th day of Jamiaxy, 1903. 
Respectfully, 








K%.0.R.5631 


Kuskogee, Indian Territory, April 26, 1904. 


Klvirea J, Brown, 

Stlphur, Indian Territory. 
Dear Madan: 

Rocoipt is hereby acknowledged of your lettor of April 4, 
1904, addressed to the Seeretary of the Interior and by him ro- 
forred to this Gommission for considoration and apprtpriate 
action. In your letter you encoloso an affidavit of Patsoy Lofft, 
a joint letter of yourself and Almceda vu, Brown, addressed to tho 
Secretery of the Interior dated April 8, 1902, also a lottor of 
the Comiipsion to E. Le Stono, attornoy-at-lav, Corsicana, Texas, 
datod April 17, 1902. You stato that some one has filed on land 
Olesimed by you, but that you havo not boon pormittec to file u 
ecnteet at the Ohickasaw Land Office and ask to be advised in ree 


gard to this mattor. 


in reply to your lotter you are informed that on November 


£21, 1903, the Seorotery of the Interior approved the decision of 


the Commission refusing the applications cf the several persons 





4noluded in the consolidated Kississippi Ohoota 


Josephine Brown, et ali, of whieh Departmental action you were 





a 


duly notified on Deegsbor 3, 1903, 


the domme ston now condidors “your Sage glosed and it is not. ee, 
believed that you are in‘any mmner entities te possesecry rights 
of. the tribal property of “the Ghootaw and Chickabaw Nations; 

The: papers ohalceed 48° your Lotter are herewith returned you, 


Respect fully; 








Muskogee, Indian Territory, April 30, 1904. 


Received of the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes 
the following copies of testimony in the Mississippi Choctaw case 


of Eityira’ Josephine Brown, et al: 


Elvira J. Brown, July 8, 1901. 
Fannie Williams, ) 

Cumberland Polk, ) 

Patsy Poff, ) May 21, 1902 
Andrew J. Brown +?) 

Elvira J. Brown, May 21, 1902 
Zack Kemp, July 12, 1902. 


‘ Z 
hen G Mk 
Atty for applieans 








uC M ben1 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, August 6, 1904, 


Mivire J. Brown, 
Sulphur, Indien Territory. 
Dear Madam: 

Receipt is hareby scknowledged of your letter of the 7th 
ultimo, by reference from the Seoerstary of the Interior. Therein 
you ask to be advised as to what further evidence is needed in ) 
your case in order that you-may secure your rights as a Missiasipps 
Choctaw. 

In reply to your letter you are advised that this Comuis- 
sion is mow without authority to reseive or consider any further 
evidence in gaupport of your claim,’ As the Secretary of the Inter~ 

ember 21, 1903, approved the Commisaion’s decision refuse 
ing your application, your case is now considered closed and it is 
not believed: that you are in any manner entitled to. poeseasory 
rights of the tribal property of the Choctaws and Chickasaws. 
Respectfully, 





Commigsioner.in Charge- 





Muskogee, Indian Torratory, December 29, L904, 


He Jae Sioney 
| Copsigana,. Texas, 


Saar Shey: 
¥ inh ; 
Recdipe is hereby acknowledged of your let ber of December 


27, referring. to the applications ofFlvira J Brown, Hlijah Williams 
Mrs Tramble and Mrs. Ben Brown and the Henrys cf Caddo, for enrolle 
ment ag citizens by blood of the Choctaw Nation, in which you state 
that you were not interested in their applications for identification 
as Mississippi Chootaws, but desir» to be informed if their applica 
tions as citizens by blood of the Choetaw Nation hava been decided 


by the Commission, in order that if action was unfayorable, you may 


etake the broper steps to have the casé reopened, 


i ar reply to your letter you are: ‘advised that Elvim Joses 
phine Bréwn, Sarah J, Henty, Eligeh Willisns;* and the ther descends. 
ante of.’ Yannis Ann Williens, subsequent’ to their application for 
enroliment™ as citisens by blood .of the Choctaw * ‘Nation, Tuky 8, 1902, 
made application for identiffoation’ as Missiseipps Choetawa, and 

had their applieations for enrollment as citizens by blood of. the 


Choétaw Nation transferred to applications for enrollment a# Miss- 





itasippi Choctaws. Their rights as citizens by Dlegd of the Chodtaw 





iS egpin Intersor gr Ketones, ah, 
"gs gi d 








M0 R583, 


Muskogee, Indian Territory; December 22, 1904. 


‘Hy Ls Stone, re 
Attorney iat ta; 
Corsicana, Texas.” 
Dey Siri? *. iets Pa 
| Reesd pt is hereby:apknowl edgeaot your letter of December 
5, 1904, 40 whioh you ttate that the ‘appl iéantes in the oonsolidateda 
. Miseissipps Chop tai base of Elvira Zz, Brown, et.al. inform. you 
: that’ ‘ghey have net received any, notiee of the refusal of their 
applications. 

In reply you are informed that it eppearé from:our ree 
eords that on January Ts 1903, the Commies ion rendered a decision 
refusing the applications of the peveral peoragns indluded in the 
consolidated case above mentioned, and the applicants were, notified 
on athe came, date that thige would ve 2lewed, fitteen days from: she 
date of ease desiettn withit’ which to file if: this offias written 
arguments to be forwarded with the record in. their case to the Seo-+ 
retary of the Interior. 

Qn. Fevreaty 6, 1903, @it papers in.the onse, together 
with the forminaton's deoteton, were forvarded to the Storepary: 


eS on Viveabe! 21, 200. any ‘the mE hg 


Be 


“eae Lye 
Poa cig of Mabie. 





dwly nétiried or such departmental action én Devenber 3, 1908, 
The consolidated Mississippi Choctaw pase of Elmira J, 
Brown, et @1. is. now considered oloeed;..and it is hot believed 
that any of the applicants therein areé in any Mariner ettitied to; 
Possessory rights of the tribal property df ‘the Choctaws and 


Chickasawa, ; Pye, ee , 


Reapéotrul ae, 


Chairman, 








D.C. sees 


DEPARTERENT OF BRB T¥TBRIOR, 
Washington: 


I.T.D. 0242-2903. 
153-1905. Yobruary 11, 1905. 


Comission to the Pive Civilized Tribes, 
Magkegee, Titian qerritory. 
Gentlemen: 
The Department is in receipt of a letter dated January 
2, 1905, from H. L. Stone; Attorney at Law, Corgicana, Texas, 


rélative to the Mississippi Choetaw case of Elvire Josephine Brown, 


et al. 

It appears that the parties applicant in said cane glain- 
ed not only the right to identification as. Mississippi Choctaws, 
wut @lse the right te be enrolled as.Choctaws by blood, From a : 
communi tation which Mr. Stone inoloses, it appears that. on January 
7, 1903, you motifieé applicaut James N. Brown that’ you had render- 
e@ & decision in the consolidated cage of Mvira 4. Brown, et al., 
for identification as Mississipps Chestaws, adverse to the appli- 
cants. It does mot appeat in said letter that. you gave notice of 
your action relative to the olaim of said applicants for #nreliment 
as Choctaws by bleed. 

Mr. Stone Olaims that motice should have been given hin, 


as attorney in the case, of your action cone Pm: i oy 





of these persons for enrollment as Choetars hy blood; alse that’ 
sinter notice ould pare ween atven te the nani. 





Your decision of Yehuary 7, 1903, was affirmed by “the 
Department Wovember 21, 2904. <The Department's decisi¢n,” Howe ver; 


sontaing ne referents to any claim for enrollment of these persons 
as Chootews by blood. Gaia decision merely approved your action, 

Tr Mr. Btone and the applicants herein have not teen 
notified of their rejection eg Choctaws by blood, notice thereor 
should be furnished them. There should also be furnished a copy 
of your decision to him and to. the principal applicant. 

Mr. Stone's letter and the papers transmitted by him are 
inclosed herewith or consideration and report. 

Respectfully, 
THOS RYAN 
Acting Secretary. 


4 inclosures. 








Muskogee; Indian Territory, March 11, 19065. 


The Honorable, 
The Secretary of the Interior. 


Sir: 

I have the honor to aolmowledge receipt of departmental 
letter of February.11, 1906, (I ft D 8242-1903, 153-1906) enclosing 
a letter addressed to the Secretary of the Interior by H. L. Stone, 
attorney at law, Corsicana, Texas, under date of January 2, 1905, 
relative to the Mississippi Choctaw case of Bivira Jopephine Brown, 
et al. Mr. Stone with his commnication to the Department encloses 
letters from the Commission addreéwed to Almeda C. Brown under 
date of May 1, 1902, James ¥. Brown under date of January 7, 1903, 
and a letter to him under date: of December 89, 1904, 

The Department invites attention to the facet that the par- 
tiow applicant in the case of Rivire Josephine Bréwn mot only olain 
the right to identification as Missiesippi Choctaws, but also the 
right te be enrolled as Choctaws by bloed, and from Mr. Stone's 
communication it dode: nes appear that the applicants or their at- 
torney have ¢ver been furnished with eny noties of the action of 





Mrs Bone ‘olains that motive shoult ikve been given hin 
Gs &ttorney. in the sane df the action of the Comission eimoerning . 
the app) ieatsons of theee Perdons for enrolinent as Choctars by 
Bleed ‘and alse that similar notice should have been given to ‘the 
applicants. 

In concluding, the Department states: 

been weiatins ef ShetY  resentien ts terete pica 
notice thereof should be furnished them. There should 
the brissspaimeit i lv your decision te him ‘and to 

Reporting in this matter I have the honor to advise that 
during ‘the time the Commission was receiving applications of per- 
eons Tor identification as Mississippi Choetaws and alse for én- 
roliment as citizens by blood of the Choctaw Nation, there was 
¢onsideradle question in the minds of the applicants and their at- 
torneys me to the manner in which their applications should be eud- 
mitted. 

The enrollment, of oitisens by blood of the Chootaw Nation 
was limited to’such persons whose names appeared upon the tribal 
rolls or who had been duly and lawfully admitted to Choctaw citi« 
zenship either by the tribal authorities of the nation, the Commis- 
sion to the Five Civilized Tribes, or by judgment of the United 


States Court in Indien Territory under the provisions of the Act 





of Gongress approved June 10, 1806, Hume rous of: these applications 





were submitted and when it developed from a thorough examination 


of the tribal recoris, the records of the Commission and the United 


States Court, that the applieants eculd have no possible right to 
enroliment as scitiaens by blood of the Choctaw Nation, notices were 
directed to them for the purpose of securing their applications 
for identification as Winsiesipps Choctews, inasmuch as the au- 
thority for the identification of Mississippi Chootaws granted a 
superior right to the power of the Commission to enroll applicants 
as citizens by blood. 

The persone in the consolidated Mississippi Choctaw case 
of Elvira Tosephine Browm, et al. applied to the Commission to be 
enrolled as citizens by blood of the Choctaw Nation, but it not 
appearing that they were entitled to enrollment as such citizens 
an effort was made to seeure their applications for identification 
a8 Mississippi Choctews which were subsequently submitted. 

Mr. Stone is correct in his statement that no decision 
has ever been rendered by the Commission specifically upon the 
Claim of these epplicants to be enrolled as citizens by blood of 
the Choctaw Nation, 


The attention of the Department, however, is respectfully 





ate ° = Le . * “yr . * . . ana 5 905, in 


this case as follows: 





(4) 


"It further appears from the evidence submitted in 
Support of said loationsa, and from the records in the 
possession of the CommSesion, that tone of said appli cante 
hag ¢ver Ween enrolled by the Choetew tribal authorittes 
as & member of the Choctaw tribe, or admitted to Chectaw 
gitixenship by « duly constituted court or comaittes of the 
Choctaw Nation, or by the Comiiesion to the Five Givilised 
Tribes, or by a decree of the United States Court in Indian 
Territory, under the ja rg of ie act of Congress. ap- 
proved’ June 10, 1896 (29 Stats., 3291). 

This statement of fact is admitted by the applicants and 
unless they had been so recognised and enrolled or admitted to 
oitizenship, the COmmission is without jurisdiction or authority 
to consider or determine their right to enrollment as citizens by 
blood of the Choctaw Nation. 

Apparently our decision of January 7, 1903, in the conseli- 
dated Mississippi Choctaw case of Elvira Josephine Brown, et al. 
fully covers whatever claim these applicants might have to enrell- 
ment as citizens by blood of the Choctaw Nation. If Mr. Stone 
insists upon the rendition of a separate decision ag. to the rights 


of these persons to enrollment as citizens by blood of the Choctaw 


Nation, such decision could but consist of a reiteration of the 


statements made in the decision as above quoted. 
Mr. Stone's letter, with the enclosures transmitted, is 


herewith returned. 
Respectfully, 





Through the Commiseioner 
of Indian Affairs. 


MoM 1 





MO R 6632 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, May 25, 1906. 


Elvira J, Brown, 
Bailey, Indian Territory. 
Dear Madam: 

Receipt is hereby acknowledged of your letter of the 19th 
instant, requesting to be ‘advised if your case is finally settled 
or if you can have the same reopened and now prove your rights ae 
a oitigen by blood. _ 

It appears that on November 21, 1903, the Secretary of 
the Interior affirmed the decision of the Commission to the Five 
Civilized Tribes of January 7, 1903, refusing your application for 
identification as a Mississippi Choctaw. This case is considered 
closed, but if you desire to have the same reopened in order to 
present your claim as a ogitizen by blood of the Choctaw Nation, 
Yeu should file your petition within sixty days from April 26, 1906 
and the same should be addressed to the Secretary of the Interior, 
throfigh the Commissioner to the Five Civiliged Tribes. 

This office can not advise you relative to the employment 
of an attorney. . 


Respectfully, 





Aoting Comniasioner, 





DEPARTMENT OF THE IN'TERIOR, 
COMMISSION TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES. 


At a special election held in the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations, September 25, 1902, there was 
ratified by the citizens of these two tribes an Act of Congress approved July 1, 1902, and entitled, 
“An Act to ratify and confirm an agreement with the Choctaw and Chickasaw tribes of Indians, and 
for other purposes.’’ 

This agreement as so ratified and now effective, provides that the rolls of the citizens of the 
Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations and Choctaw and Chickasaw freedmen shall be made as of the date 
of the final ratification of such agreement. 

Section 34 of said agreement provides as follows: 

“During the ma days first following the date of the final ratification of this agreement, the 
Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes may receive applications for enrollment only of persons whose 
names are on the tribal rolls, but who have not heretofore been enrolled by said Commission, com- 
monly known as ‘delinquents,’ and such intermarried white persons as may have married recognized 
citizens of the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations in accordance with the tribal laws, customs and usages 
on or before the date of the passage of this Act by Congress, and such infant children as may have 
been born tc recognized and enrolled citizens on or before the date of the final ratification of this 
agreement; but the application of no person whomsoever for enrollment shall’ be received after the 
expiration of the said ninety days.”’ 

For the purpose of the enrollment of those classes of persons as provided by section 34 above 
quoted, the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes will be in session at the following designated 
places on the dates given: 

Chickasha, Chickasaw Nation, October 15th to 17th, inclusive. 
Pauls Valley, Chickasaw Nation, October 20th to 24th, inclusive. 
Ardmore, Chickasaw Nation, October 27th to 3st, inclusive. 
Tishomingo, Chickasaw Nation, November 3rd to 7th, inclusive. 
Ada, Chickasaw Nation, November 10th to 14th, inclusive. 
Atoka, Choctaw Nation, November 17th to 21st, inclusive. 
Kullituklo, Choctaw Nation, November 24th to 28th, inclusive. 
Antlers, Choctaw Nation, December Ist to Sth, inclusive. 
Tushkahomma, Choctaw Nation, December 8th to 12h, inclusive. 
Wister, Caoctaw Nation, December 15th to 19th, inclusive. 
South McAlester, Choctaw Nation, December 22d to 24th, inclusive. 

After December 24th, 1902, the Commission will be without authority to receive the application 
of any person whomsoever for enrollment as a citizen or freedman of either the Choctaw or 
Chickasaw Nations. 

The appointments above designated will be the last opportunity afforded citizens of the Choctaw 
and Chickasaw Nations to present their applications. 

It is necessary that the status of all intermarried citizens on September 25, 1902, be determined 
and citizens by intermarriage should avail themselves of this opportunity to present testimony show- 
ing their status on that date. 

The Commission will also at these appointments receive applications for the enrollment of infant 
children born prior to September 25, 1902, and proofs of death of citizens and freedmen previously 
listed for enrollment but who died prior to said date. 





No original applications for the enrolment of persons whose names are not on the tribal rolls or 


Cheeta fr ard a ese Appointments. 


COMMISSION TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES. 


Acting Chairman 
Muskogee, I. T. October 4, 1902. 
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For Identification as a Mississippi Choctaw. 
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Elvira. 
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Department of the Interior. 


Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes. 
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Mele. Department. sf the Interior, 
Commission te the Five Civilized Tribes, 
Muskeg¢e, I, 7. July 8, 1901. 


In«the matter ef the application for enrelinent. as cit- 
dzens by blood ‘ef the Cheetaw Mation of Elijah Willians and his four 
winor children, vis: Mugene ¥., Arthur N., Willie May and Ruthie 
Belle Williams. - 


Applicant represented by FR. L. Stone, Attorney. 


<A KO Oe ee 


The said Blijet Williams being first duly sworn by Commis- 
sioner Breckinridge, testified as follows: . 


Examination by the Commission: 


What is your name? A. Elijah Williams. 
What is your age? A. 44. a 
Where jo you live? A I. live near Rush Springs, Chickasaw Mation,.... 
Indian Territory. a, 
Is push Springs your Post Office? A. Yes sir. Oki 
How long have you lived in the. Territory? A. About 12 years. me 
Had a continous residence here for that length ef time? A Yes sir,  . 
You desire te meke application for enrollment as 4 citizen by NE 
bleed of the Choetaw wation? A. Yes sir. ya 
Want to apply fer anyone besides yourself? A. It's my duty to ¥ 
apply for my, minor children. 7 
What are their names? and ages? A. ne Norwell, 16; Arthur 
Neal, 15; Willie yay 10; Ruthie Belie 5. 
Are you the father ef thees children? A. Yes. sir. 
Whe's the mother? A. Kezzie Williams. 
Is she a white woumn? A. Yes sir. 
Is she the mother of all four of the children? A. Yes sir. 
. Are you the father of all four ef them? A. Yes sir. 
When did you marry Kessie Williams? A. Been: married about 25 
or 24 years; somewhere aleng. rel my daughter could cive you 
the dates om that. Decembér the 15th I think, '78. 
Q. Have you any evidence of your marriage? A, Be sir. 
What is;your fathers nem? A, Nat or Nathaniel Williams. 





Ia he living? A. Me sir. ; 
Whats your mother neme® A» Parmie Williems. 
fs your mother living? A’ Yee sir. 
ro which ene of your parents do you detive your Choctaw 
bleed? *." My father. 
Q. How much’ Choctaw bloed do you claim? A. One quarter. 4 
Q. Have you ever mde application fer the enrellment ef ourseL ay 
ard children te the Cemminsion te the Pive Givilized Tribes prior to. 
this ‘time? A, I reekow I tried te make application at South MoAlester’ 
twe. or three years vest at this piace I made application in '99. - be 
Q. What place? A. T place = fr wear oe. I went before then at Sta 
South MeALester and he asked me where I wie bern and raised, ant T 
said I was born. in Arkansas} and he seid I ap sorry fermen, and he 


ON Sod yi iy ee ee a ; 





Mijah Willian +2, 


« 


said yeu oan step aside ~ said he some from there too, He did'nt 
tell me he had rajacted m or accepted me or what, and the reason 
we did this had written to the Saegretary and he said te go be- 
fore themj.and I did'nt know whether he accepted ws or rejected 
us or anything of the sort since that time} in '99 I believe 

it was I made application before the Dawes Commission here in this 
piace; deform Needles, 


It appears from the records of the Commission 
that at south MeAlester, Indian Territory in 
Apptember 18°99 this appiicant made personal 
appearance and application te the Commission 
for enrollment as a citizen of the Choctaw Nae — 
tien and was at that time informed that his ene 
Yelinent was refused. $ 


It further appears that at -Muskeces, Indter 


Territory en Decenber 15, 1699 the applicant 
renewed his appligation ani in addition therete 
applied for the enréliment of his children 
Maggie Todd, % Ne Williams, Arthur N. Wil- 
iiams, Willie M, Williams and puthie B. Willians, 
and his grarmdison Jeane pee Teddy the comianion 
at that time informed the applicant as follews: 
" We have no authority te enroll you for the 
reason that your name 1a not on any ef the rells; 
your enroliment is thererfore refueed,®" 

Q» Im your name er the names of yow’ children upon am of the 

tribal rells of the Che otaw Hation? A, Not that I know of, 


The’ tribal rell= of the Chee taw Nation in the 
possession of the Comission have heen carefullg¢ 
examined ami the names ef neither of these 
applieants appear thereon, 


Q. Were you or your ehiidren admitted to citizenship in the che otaw 
Nation by the Corpmsission to the Five Civilized Tribes under 
tne Aot.of Congresa of June If) 1B967 A, I dont knew anything 
about the Aet ef Congress; I thought and thought +11) right 
reeentiy ~~ I theught when I went to Muskezee that was m enrel>d 


ment and I was sitting still = thought I ws alright; knew no 
better wmatil right rasently, 


Records of persons admitted te citizenship in 
the Ghootaw Nation by the Commission toe the Fire 
Civilined Trihes 4ruvr'erander the Ast ef Con- 
gress of Dime 16, 1696 have bean oarefully 
examined and the names of none ef these anpli- 





sants appear thereon. 


2. Have you or your ohildren ever hem admitted te oitiszenship in 
the Choatew wation by a judgement of the UnitedStates Court in 
the Indien Yerritory? A. Wo sir. 


Resords of persons admitted to oitinenship in 
the Cheootav uation by Judgment of the United 
States Court in the Indian Territery have been 
earefully examined and the names of thene appli- 
cents de not aprear thereon. 


are 





BlSfeh Williens--3, 


Examination by Ww stoner 


o oe fat ob were a Rony ola? oy are si . 
« How as your father been dead « Abou Of.2 yearn; maybe; 
son re about that ‘time; my father died when I'was 12 sr 13° 
“ PM erst ela aeent vp peuswhere Se s 2 
‘ you remember your ers es. sir. 
Wha dark? 


tank; T. saw him and 
ever heard of; it was a kind 
Indian « pong art is I 
: our house} they Gamped ficht in front of 
an Red River. nigh” Meg I was partiy Fained and wa 
went to the camp and they. te there = the ‘next nerning, 
Qe Did you understand what they sai@? A. They talked go I awuilatnt 
understand. a 
Qs Was it the Choctaw language? A. TI cant say that-it was the Chog= 
taw langusge but they. understeod each other and I Could'nt; I 
reoolle ot his complection snd this la ot 
Qe Did you ever hear your father say anything about. his anocestors- 
whe they were- whe he was? A. T oant be eaitive. judge, I. dent 
know; I did'nt know that ‘there ASE one ‘tribe at. + hat 
time; I thought sey was: Chootaws,.J haye a hin way 
that he was part Ind ‘nj, €ent know how much; whether Cheotaw or 
Chickasaw; I thought it was @ general race. 


2%. You lived in Rea River County? A, Yes sir right near the line; 
the Cheotaw line. “ ot? 


Reference is made to the record if the mat ter 

ef the application for onrclinent ag a Choctaw 
oitizen eof parnfe Ann Williamg -R.732. for enrell- 
went as a citi sen by bleed af the Choctaw Nae 
tion. 


Clara Mitchell Wood being firat duly awern states that ag 
stenographer for the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes, she 
reperted in full all Preoeedngs had in the above entitled cause 
on the 8th day of July 1901 and that the above and. foregoing is a 
full true and cerresct transcript of her stenegraphie notes taken 
on said date-in said cau sey 

Zz /, 
os ZZ L : 








Subseribed and swern te before me this the 10th day of July, 
i; 


Pi ) -) : 4 
biotin EL, hes 
C ) Ista, ares 
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DEPARTMENT OF: THE INTERIOR, 
COMMISSION TO THE PIVE. CIVILIZED TRIBES. 
Muskogee ,Indian Territory May 21,1902. 


In the matter of the application of Blijah Williams for identi- 
fication of himself and four minor children, Eugene W, Arthur ¥, 
Willie M, and Rutha Belle Williams, es Missicsippi Choctaws, 


APPEARANCE: Applicant represented by William N. Cravens. 


. Flijah Williams, being first duly sworm, testified as foi- 
ows! 


Examination by the Comrissien, 


What is your nam? A Elijah Williams. 

How old are you? A WVorty-five, 

petal Chectaw blood db you im? A One-fourth I have been 
What is your post office address? A Rush Springs, Choctaw. Na- 
tion. 

How long have you lived there? A I lived there about six 
years when I first compe te the Territery about 15 years ago. I 
went frem there to Wynnewood, 

How long have you lived in the Territery? A. Thirteen years. 

+ eid did you reside prior to removing to the Territory? A In 
exes, 

Were you born in Texas? A Wo, sir, YI was born in Arkansas, 
ro hig you lived in the Territery and Texas all your life? A Yes, 
air, 

Is your father living? A Wo, sir. 

What is his nam? A’ Nathaniel Williams, 

How old a man would your father be if living? A As well as I 
remember he was betw 77? and 78, | 

Is your mother living?’ A Yes, sir. 

What is her name? Fatnie Ann Williams, 

How old ie she? A I think she is about 71 or 78, as well as 
I remember, It is along about there somewhere. I will say 70. 
Through which one of your parents do you claim your Choctaw bleed? 

A My father. 

Were your father and mother legally married? 


| 
a 
q 
Q 
q 


&® © BHL BLL Bl OP 


Attorney for @pplicant states that he will introduce tes- 
timeny showing the legal marriage of hia father and mother. 


Are you married? A Yes, sir. 
Is your wife living? A. Yes, sir. 





0 Kisgeie liam. 

Ie she @ white woman? A. Yes, air. 

fhe makes no ef Choetaw blood? A No, sir. 

You make no claim for her? . A Wo, sir, 

Have you any childreh un martied and wider the age of 21 whom 
you wish to make applicatien for? A Yes, sir. 

oa application for yourself and four minor ehildren? A 
os, r. 





Elijah Williams et.al. ------2, 


Q 


Give me the names and ages of your children? A The oldest is 
Bugene NH. Williams, bey, age 17; Arthur HN. Williams, girl, age 
243 Willie x. Witilams,'girl, age 12; and Rutha Belie Wiliiams, 
girl, age 9. 

You are the father of these ¢hildren? A Yes, sir. 

Kizsie Williams is the mother? A Yes, sir. 

They are living with you are they? A Yes, sir. 

Were you and your wife legally married? A Yes, sir, We were 
married in Nevare Cemty, Texas, about 23 or 24 years ago. 
Were you married under a marriage license? A Yes, sir. 

By a minister? A Yes, sir, 

Have you the marriage ileense with you? A Wo, sir, 


It will be necessary for yeu to furnish the Comiissien 
with evidence of the legal marriage of yourself and wife. 


Atterney states that he will introduce evidence showing 
legal marriage of applicant and his wife. 


Vas your father ever bee oragr in any manner or enrolled as a 
citizen ef the Choctaw Nation in Indian Territory, er by the 
authorities of the United States? A I cannet Say. 

Is your mame to be found en the Choctaw tribal rells ef the In- 
dian Territory? A I don't knew. 


Did po Fi any one for you and your minor children, ever make 


application to the Choctaw authorities te be enrolled as a member 
of their tribe? A Our Attorney went before the Indian Coun- 
e11 in our behalf but I den't & now what was done. 

Did you, or any ene for you and your miner children, in the 

year 1896 make application for citizenship to the Dawes Commis- 
sion under act of Congress ef June 10, 18967 A I don't know. 

I went before the Commission at South McAlester; also at Ateka 

a year or so afterwards. Prior te that time I came before them 
at Muskogee. I came to Muskogee last July before the Comnis- 
sion, 


It appears frem the records of the Commission that at 

South McAlester in September 1899 this applicant made person- 
al appearanee and application te the Commission fer enrollment 
as a citizen of the ctaw Nation. It further appears that 
at Muskegee on December 15, 1899, the rh org eal renewed his ap- 
plication, and in addition thereto applied for the enrellment 

of his miner children, Maggie Todd, Eugene M. Williams, Ar- 
thur NW, Williams, Willie M. Williams and Rutha Belle Wilijams 
and his grand-sen, Jessie Lee Todd. The Commissien at that time 
informed the applieant as follows: 


we , 





your name is net en of the rells. Your enrollment is 
therefere refused," 
Statement by Applicant: 

I dp net recollect having ever been told by the Commission 
that my application had been refused for the reason that my 
name way not en any of the rolis at that time. 

By Cemmnissien. 


It also appears frem the records of the Commission that 





Miijah Williams et/al/---~-3, 


Q 


at Muskegee on July 8, 1901, this a licant appeared before 

the Commission and applied for ereliment as a citizen by blood 
of the Choctaw Nation ef himself and four minor ehildren, 
Bugene ¥, Arthur ¥, Willie M, and Rutha Belle Williams, This 
applieation is eevered by Choctaw No, R 735, 


Do you desire the records made in your various applicatiens for 
the enrollment ef yourself and minor children te be transferred 
to and made a part of this application for identifieation ef 
yourself and four minor children as Mississippi Chectaws? A 
Yes, sir, 

Fave you ever been admitted to eitizenship in the Chectaw Nation 
by the Chectaw tribal autnorities? A No, sir. 

Have you ever been admutted by the United States Courts for the 
Indian Territory? A Wo. sir 

You appear then at this time to make application fer identifi- 
cation as a Mississippi Choctaw and claim under Article 147 

A Yes, sir, 

De you understand the provisions of that Artiele? A I have 
heard them read, 


This treaty was entered inte by the United States govern- 
ment and the Choctaw Nation in September 1830. The object 
was to secure the removal ef all Chectaws who resided in the 
states of Mississippi and Alabama to a new country west of the 
Mississippi river. At the time the treaty was made a great 
many of the Choctaws declined to move to the new country and 
preferred to remain in the Choctaw Nation in Mississippi and 
Alabama, and for the benefit of that class of Indians Article 
14 of the treaty was added, which reads as follews: 

“Bach Choctaw head of a family, being desirous to remain 
and become a citizen of the States, shall be permitted to do 
s© by signifying his intention te the Agent within six months 
of the ratification of this treaty, and he or she shall there- 
upen be entitled te a reservation of one section of siz-hun- 
dred and forty acres ef land, to be bounded by sectional lines 
of survey; in like manner shall be entitled to one-half that 
quantity for each child which is living whth him over ten 
years of age, and a quarter section te such child as may be 
under 10 years ef age, to adjoin the location of the parent. 
If they reside upon said lands, intending te become citizens 
of the States, for five years after the ratification of this 
treaty, in that case a grant in fee simple shall issue. Said 
reservatien includes the Present imprevement of the head of 
the family, or a portion ef it. Persens who Claim under this 
article shall not lese the Privilege ef a Choctaw citizen, but i 
if they ever remove, are net te be entitled to any portion of 
the Choctaw annuity.* 

From the reading of this article 14, and the explanation which 





was made ef it to your sister de you think you msenteene the 
« nen S THe SES “pit D a: Cle G t 8 re- 
Ne red of them back there-- I think se. 

en you base your application upen article 214 and treaty and 
understand the requirements? A Yes, sir. 
What is the name of your Choctaw ancesters who lived in the old 
oe in 18307 aA I Suppose my nearest ancestor would be my 
ather, 
Which ene ef your ancesters were married and the head of a family 
in 1830 A Wellie Fulsom. I understand her te be my great- 
grand-me ther, 
Then Wellie Pulsom is your erand-mother? A Yes, sir. 





Mijah Willies et.al, wend, 


Was married and the head of a family and lived in the Chootaw 

Hation in 1830? <A That is my ati Pages 

Did she comply or attempt te comply with cle 147 A I would 

not say. 

Did she own any imprevement on what constituted the eld Choctaw 

nation in Mississippi and Alabama at the time the treaty was 

made? A I could net say. 

Did any ef your ancestors remeve from the old Choctaw Nation in 

Mississippi and Alabama te the new Chectaw Nation in the Indian 

Territory between the years 1835 and 1838 at the time of the 

removal of the main portions of the Choctaws? A I have been 

told they did, 

Which one? A George Fulsom. 

Having testified that your hp tty aif ie Nellie Fulsom, was mar- 

ried and the head of a fami in 1830 claim as a Hissis- 

sippi Choctaw would depend upen ddgedlenes ean her part with Ar- 

ticle 147 A I don't know whether she comlied or not. 

Which one of your Choctaw ancestors, from whom you claim the 

right to identification as a papetsersp | + ipmatipe rt removed to 

the Choctaw Natien between the years 1 and 1838? A I don't 

know, I have no knowledge of either of then. 

Did Nellie Fulsom, within six months frem'the 24th day of Feb- 

ruary, 1832--that- is the date of the ratification of the treaty 

by Congress-- go before the goverment agent in Mississippi and 
ify to him her intention of remaining and taking lands under 

Article 14? A I don't know, 

Did she ever claim or receive any lands from the United States 

government under Article 14? A I don't know, 

Did she ever comply or attempt to comply with the provisions of 

Article 14? A TI don't know. 

Did she own any land or occupy any land in either of the states 

of Mississippi, Louisiana, Alabama or Arkansas, which she located 

on by the issuance of scrip? A I den't know. 

So far ag you know did any of your ancestors receive any land 

from the United States government? A TI don't know. 

What relatien do you bear to the preceding applicant? A She 

is my sister. 

Do you desire your case consolidated with her's, and the proofs 

in her case submitted as proofs in you case? A Yes, sir. 

Do you speak or understand the Choctaw language? A Wo, sir. 


The applicant has dark brown hair, bluish grey eyes, me- 
dium fair complexion, features and appearance of person of 
white parentage, and has no knowledge of compliance of any 
of his ancestors with provisions of Article 14 of the treaty 
of 1830. 


Ralph B. Eisenberg, being first duly sworn, states that as 
stenographer to the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes he re- 
ported in full all the preceessoes had in the above pai aha renee 


above and foregoing is a full, beh ‘nd correct tasacrine of his 
stenographic notes taken in said preeseerne® on said wees 


Se ple | OF Gish 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 21st day of May, 1902, at 
Muskogee, Indian Territory. 


Tf f 


Utliaate, /le-¥~ 1-47 2, 


Notary Public, 





Commission to the Rive civilised Tribes, 


South McAlester, Ind. Ter, 
In the application of Elijah Williams for anroliment (46 a 


Choctaw; being sworn and examined by Com’ Merennon he states; 


What is your name? 4 £lijeh williane. 

How Old are you? A Forty-two. 

Are you on the Ghoctaw rolls? A Wo. sir, 

Have you ever been? A No sir. 

Were your father and mother ever On the Choctaw rolls in the 
Chectuw Nation? A WO sir, 
Q Where do you live? A In the chic kasaw Nation; I come there 


from Texas. 


I was born tn Arkansas, and lived in Texas. 


Com'r MeKennon: Enrollment is refused. 


Department of the Interior, 
Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes 

! hereby cer! von wy official oath as 

Slenograbher to vib... e named Commission, that this 

transcript ts a true “ correct translation of 


my Stenographic notes 4) 








ear Be alata ri OF trey at Wit ang ie Wecnidegnd er 
Pe ’ yee! 
ie by Pa he’ testifies 


, * VA 

ibe: ” YH: ‘ 
ae bes 
ica. (a fiir sia : gLtjar, wit Dhaig 


C5 hit 


f ee. are your. ee “Rieti tiroe.. fie A 
us 


¢ % 


nel Shs 


‘ 


w igh TF tae 
O. Whore ts you rewidor; WP ta ene “Dhiokaose pion, Year Sysoe- 


gc y . pay 


need. ar. by oe ‘ 5 oe al 4 : E , ae ‘ , * 


A ig 
Q.: You o Ladi et tinenehap Rs: i Ghoc buyer” ai ae ie, ROMER | 
war teroon any etaw by blond: : ae 
“Q i Baye. wee aver peom Sao Ltt. en the ‘Cabo hay rote a8 a Ghoetudyg 


TR sito gir, me ae QF e, nh ¥ He, ' 
twes,your tasbar ay or” petty: k I Mame been inform ad 
vane ee “wg bys riaerin. . : 2 | 
4 Rarilet sae iilesons 
ae be eleven yaucs,, 1 heave vied” da the sen tokasaw Wabdon. 
Where ere: you borne A or Arkaopsde< 


0 
” « ‘ 
QS Whe t wal, abue, father's naeo? A Nat Williams or-wathanie) 


ie oh i 
% ‘ Pi 


wnitiaas, sa SR iyi 


ha 


4 Aind your r neti: hana? A vn nate. “iti ees. 

‘ “9 © are your tpther’ and spo.taar both deade A” fto,*my ncthar fa 
Living. hy 4 ey % ! Jay ; 

Lae Wh ere aid) fyou- come re from Arkansas a AB 0Wwel) ag I re- 
Sihembs rin” Spa thiee: moved. Props Péka geunty, Arkah wag. to Red River 
otnty, Téxas; Tf ecudd at t be peat tive: puegs thaty+ I wun small. 


Q. You) a8 raised thin.in Pexaae | 4°" ‘¥ea.a tr, 





Ar wae 23 8 “Lived there watt? you'came to tHe ferrttory: 
BRE, Ln. poPt icab oF TeRae, 

@. Bre: yor macrieg@m As. ves ate, 

Q What.ia your. WiPONe Aline? A Ri zsiewil lian, 


Ate 


4 


“aes, BS Abe ORS a Py aT Of uo uo A 





atm ett of the Rede 
fea a Five ics a 
Ke ber eo pos my “eral 


ca ‘4 a watts womanty 

: sig age "eae eye © res : 

as : rd ingiibnett nnmeny 9a aca i et Hedge wil tide, a a te. 
Wee's sodas. ane: ene nen cae waite, named Jesse hee, Todd, 
«@. weenie, ‘ao. ay, iveaed a ‘A Th ens, ons kad gat Sorts near ne, 
Q °° And’ foue other ohildr@Ar, ik" 5 agene: Mi: + FATheen yours A adel = 


iat 


ar gve boi. ‘twelve zeare, 04a). . ae nine rete. “ou ents ee 
a Pa AALS ae te By Ayes TERS em 
en oid’. } ‘ 
" ° these: ‘diage es Pad: vk Two of them were bere 


Brenig ee 


a ae 1 ive) de . < sean, Sgt’ the peat of th am: 


ame ‘pire An’ Tonney pr ‘ hen an, yeh! ‘tn Faas, the tars 
, | fe 7 

nes e Bre ry 

| ftom eel 40 yolkanen you moved se 


‘ * Bias \ 
Me a j + = 


iad “ 


br 
_ aver since? 


<f 


ph tows be alLeven years i oh, 
uy ah he 


| A Yen oir, Ve iA i 
: ; a 
ca. DAR you ever + ans tax Ms ad, samorssion: fon: ereananaas 
A No sir. r 4 
QQ * You. never - appiied to ‘uate "bade ce Re in asiey. a 
Q This 1® your firat appl sébtion tovithe, Dawea Comission for i 
eiltizenship? A I bate been before them; but this ia.the first 
time they hur ec bocepted me. 
Q , You ney sr ‘appedred bofore the Dawes Commission until’ this .yéar? 
A No gir, #Yes gir, we went te) Paul's Valley last year, and 
they réjJected up, And &leo we ‘weaticee Duran’ august 15th, and 


at South’ ho RL agp ar, 





poktr Needane ¢ . We hive a authority to enroll yous 
becansi ‘you are nee on “the rerie, (Same jndguént inthis 
cont: ag 4a dase of wivire J. Brewn, ) 


 AGomte: Nepales: Has all & ppéarance of wiite’ person, ) 


“ we a ‘ 4 4 

“tas, a? ie! 7 eg ts alanis i -- 
De. Aas hehe. Vat ‘ BS Bi” Wm om r 
Sebi bee AP OS ’ i Ps Ca +h 4 





Choetaw R735: * 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, April #2, 1902. A 


ig 
Blijah Wilidams, 

7 Rush Springs, Indian territory, 
Dear sir: 


Receipt is hereby acknowlédged of the affidavit of E.° 
Williams and joint affidavits of Pannie A. Williame and Margret L. 
Trammell and W. M. Purley and James A. Pagan, offered in the matter 
of the application of Blisha Williams to be Adentified ase a Chootaw 
Indien, in response to eur communication of March 20, 1902, notifying 
you that you would Be allowed thirty days from the date thereof with- 
im which ty submit to the Commise ion an affidavit, gorreboratea ty 
 te0 witnesses, showing that you an@ your ohildren are ontitied: td be 
identified as Mississippi Choctaws under the provisions of the twenty 
first section of the act of Congress of June 28, 1898. 

These affidavits have been filed with the records of the 
Commission and you are now advised that if it is your intention te 
attempt to prove suah rights as you and your ehildren cleim as the 
descendants of Choetaw Indians who complied or attempted to oomply 
with the provisions of the fourteenth article of the treaty of 1639. 
between the United States and the Choetaw ation, it will be nex 





ry fer you te personally appeer before the Commission with such wit- 





meshes ap you may be able to seoure in eaupport of said allegations. 
You are further advised that you will be allowed thirty” 
days from the date hereof within which to submit evidenoe; and if, at 
the exp tration of that time no personal testimony substantiating the 
@llegations in the affidavite now filed is presented, the Commission 


Will consider that you do not wish to proseoute the claim as a Miss- 


> iesippi Choetaw, and that the case. i's oompleted, and it will proceed 
te. render its deoision as to the rights of yourself and ohildren. to 
enroliment as citizens of the Choctaw Nation and to identification ag 
Mississippi Chootaws, which deaision will be duly made known to you 


when rendered. 


Yours truly, 


Aoting Chairman, 








M.eCeoRe. 5632 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, January 7, 1903. 


Blijeah Willians, 
Rush Springs, Indian Territory. 

Dear Sirs 

You are hereby advised that on the 7th day of January, 
1905, the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes rendered a decis- 
ion in the consolidated case of Elvira Josephine Brown, et al., 
embracing the following applications for identification as 
Mississippi Choctaws: 


Elvira Josephine Brown, MeCeoRe 5631 
Mattie Jane Watson, st al., M»CeR. 5634 
Minnie Ms Griffith, MoC.Re 5635 
Sarah Jane Henry, M.CoR. 13568 
Sarah Belle Henry, et al., M.CeR. 6652 
John N. Henry et Ble, MeCeR, 5683 
Birdie F. Kelly, ° MeC.Re 5604 
Blijeh Williams, et al., MeCeRe 8632 
Mary Magdatene fodd, et'al., MeCiRy 8636 
Almeda Cs Brown, et al., MeCeR. 6633 
James Ne Brown, MeCoR, $658 
Mary J+ Watson, et al., M»CoRe 5647 
Margaret Le Trammell, et al., MeC.Re 2 


These applications were made under the provision ofthe 
act of Congress of June 28, 1898 (30 Stats.,495), whith is as fol« 
lows: 

"Said Commission shall have authority to determine the 


identity of Choctaw Indians Claiming rights in the Choctaw 
1 ty between the United 








States and the Choctaw Nation, conoluded September twenty« 
Beventhi eighteen hundred and ad and to that end may ad~« 


minister oaths, examine witnesses and perform all other acts 
necessary thereto, and make report to the Secretary of the 
Interior." 





Said decision conoludes as follows: 


"It is therefore the opinion of ‘this Commission that the 
evidence herein is insufficient to determine the identity of Elvira 
Josephine Browh, Mattie Jane Watson, Minnie Belle Watson, Sallie 
Watson, Auti ‘Watson, Minnie Me Oris Fith, Sarah Jone Yanry, Sarah 

Pare Henry oR EET fy ; “4 Ba. Henry ssie Herry e F, 
eave Biijah wiitten » Sogéene Wy Willians, Arthur WW, #il1iams, 
Willie May Williams, Rutha Belle Williams, Mary Magdalene Todd, Jesse 
lee Today William Virgil Todd Ce own, Johnnie D. Brown, 
Katie Lee Brown, Alice Gertrude Brown, Minnie KR, Brown, Bertha May 
Brown, Cora Myrtle brown, Mamie May Brown, James N, Brown, Mary Js 
Watson, Annie Ethel Watson, Maggie Gertrude Watson, Bva Neal Watson, 
Margaret L» Tragmel, Thomas J, Trammel, Sarah ©, Trammel, Frank 
Tranmel, Arthur L. Tramnel, Willie B. Trammel and. Ethel Peart 
Tremmel, as Choctaw Indians entitled to rights-dn the Choctaw lands 
under the provisions of said article fourteen of. the treaty of 
eighteen hundred and thirty, ‘and that the applications for théetr 
identification as such shoud be refused, and it is so ortered.* 


You are further advised that you will be allowed fifteen 


days from the date heréof within which to file arguments tn this 
office, and that at the expiration of said time the papers in. the 
case, together with such arguments, will be forwarded to the 
Secretary of the Interior through the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 


i Pe 


Respectfully, 


Lame | 
Aoting Chairman 
Registered. 
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M.0,R, 5632. 
COPy, 


Muskogee, 


Indian Territory, Reoember 3, 1905, 
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al,, Of whioh dedis~ 
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the 7th day of Jamary, 
1903, 


Respectfully, 
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Commission to the Vive Civilised Tribes, 
South MeAlestar, Ind. Ter. 
In the application of Almeda Brown for enrollment as a 
‘taw; being sWorn and examined by Gom'r MeKennon she states: 


wnat iv your name? A Almeda Brown, 
How ok@ are your A” yorty. 


Are you on the Ghogtaw rolist A wo sir. 


| Have you ever been? A Wo sir. 

Were your parents ever on the Ghoetaw rolls in the @bdc taw 
tion? A ~I @on't know about ay father; he was raised here, 
Q Where did he die? A Over in Texas. 
Q How long had ke been living in Texas? A I don't know; 
he died when I was a ehila. 
Q He has been dead forty odd years? A He has been dead 
twenty-nine years, 
Q He lived in Texas up to that tipe? A After he married, 
yes sir, 
Q Where are you living now? A I live near Daugherty, Chick- 
aay Nation. 
Q When did you come: te the chickasaw Nation? A I came there 
ten years ago, and went back to Texas three years ago and lived 
there one year, 
Q When did you come back to the Territory? A We have bean 
living here three years this fall since we came back the last time. 


Com'r MeKennon: We have no authority to enroll you; enroll~ 


mént- is refused, 
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: Department et the Interier, 
Gommigsion te thé’Five Civilized Trives, 
Muskegee, I. Te, July 6, 1901. 


a Weer 
In the matter ef the applicatien of Geiie-o. Brown and her 
five minor’ ehijdren aa follows: Johunie D. Brown, Katie Lee Brown, 


Alies Beown, Mimic Bthel Brown, Bertha May Brewh; ani her 
seaniadbialtter: Sore Myrtle Brown and Mamie M. Brews, 


Applicant represented by H. L. Stene, Attorney. 


SP A Re me a aD he me Oe ow ee me oe ee ne 


Seid Alweda C. Brown being first duly swern by Gommissioner 
Breckinridge, testified as folldws: 


Reamination by the Commission. 
Q. What is your name? A, Almeda Clementine Brown. 
Q. How eid are you? A. 48. 
Q. Whats your Pest office address? A. Nebo, Indian Territory. 
Q. How leng have you lived in the Indim Territory? A. We have been. 
Living here 12 years - 11 or 12 years excepting one year. 
Q. What yearis that? A. We went back te Texas and lived in Texas 
the last time 96; moved back te the Chickasaw Nation in the 
fall ef 96;, lived there ene year; been right where we are living 
since the year ef 96. : 
Q» Befera you first moved te the Indian Territory you lived in Tex- 
aa? A, Yes sir. 
Q. Were you born in Texas? A. Yes ‘sir. 
Q. Always lived there up to the time you moved te the Indian Terri- 
tery? A. Yeu sir 
Q. What was your fathers name? A. Nat or Nathaniel Willians. 
Q. Is he living? A Ne sir. 
Q. What ee Mag mothers name? A, She always signed hername F. A. 
Williats; Famie An William is her nam.. 
Q. Is your mother living? 4. Yes she's here teday. 
Q. Through which ene ef your parents de you derive your Ghectaw , 
blood? A. My father. aie, <3, 
Q. How much Choctaw bleed have you? A. I olaim a quarter. ee 
Q. You are mak plication for enreliment as a oitiaen by bleca ~” 
of the Chéctaw Kat ; 
Want to ‘apply fer anyone else? A Yes ear} me and my children 
and my twe grandentidren that their fathers dena; grardchildren- 


bight ohildren. 

ae hetr-mother andéd father beth dead? A. Me sir their mothers 
Living. 

Where ig the mother? A. They live up i» Oklahens. 

Are the’ehildren living with you? A. We sir the grandchildren 
lives wi their me ther. 

In Oklahoma? A. Yes sir. 

Heve you ‘their custedy and charge? A Me sir but I thought I 
would see about it if I could. 

Have you be en appeinted guardian fer them? A. No sir. 

Their mother prevides fer them dees'nt she? A Yes sir. I thought 
T could learn by askédg whether I could apply fer them or neot;**>- 
I did'nt knew. 

What are the names and ages of your five ehiMren? A, Johnnie B. 

Brown, 16, Katie Lee Brown, 14; Alite Gertrude Brown, 11} Minnie 











9; and Bertha May Brown she's six. 
¢ mother of all these fiye ehizdren? A Yes sir. 
fathe ¥ Bag A, B, YY, Brown. & 
’ . i, 
Qs Where. did you marry him? Aj. Texas, 
Q. Hets the father ef all five of your children? A Yen sir. 
Q.. You are the mother ef all five ef these: ¢hildren? A. Yes sir, 
Havé you ever made sprit atin fer enrollment to this Gemission 
prier to this time? A You sir we wade application here at 
Wuske gpelast December way a ye ar age ; We went to South MeAl- : 
enter; it was- I dent know ~ it was in the sumer I beleive we 
went there as well as I reel» et but they did'nt cive us 
any satisfaction and I dont know whether they galled it appli- 
cation or not. They did'nt say but a mighty few words, never 
told us anything much. 


It appears from the records of the Commiasion at 
South MeAlester, Indim Territory in Septenher 1&8¢e 
this applicant applied for enrellment as @ citizen 
of the Choctaw Nation; that she was at that time in- 
formed by the Commission that there was no authotity 
te enrell her and her enrollment was refu sed. 
Subsequent therete and on December 15, 1899 she 

appeared before the Comission at Muakegee, Indian 
Territory and renewed this application on behalf ef 
herself, her two grandchildren Cora Myrtle and Mamie 
M. Brown and her children, James K. Brown, Mary J. 
Watson, Johnnie Brown, ratie Brown, Alice Brown 
Minnie prom and Bertha Brown, and her tr grand- 
Children Annie R/.and Magee 4. Watson; the Commission — 
after an examination of the applicatn stated that the 
enrollment in refused as the applicant is net on the 

, Shootaw rolis nor are her parents and the Comission 
has no authorféty to enroll her; 


The applicant has ahh the appearance of a 
white person, 


You applied to the Commignsion - when you applied before Mrs 
Brown you applied for yourself and ohildren and two grandchild 
dren Annie B, and Magrie G. Watson? A Yea sir. P 
Whats the’ es of these other two grandehildren? A. Cora Myrtle » 
Brown and Mamie May Hrown. 
How old is Mamie May Brown? A. Three years old, 
How @id 1s Gera Myrtle grown? A. Six vears old. 
Who's the father os these children? ‘. Thomas Brown. 
Is he living? A. Wo sir he's dead. 
That is your son? A. Yen sir. 
Whe's the-mother of them? A. Ollie Brown. 
Is she a white woman? A. Yes sir, 
Is she living? A. Yes sir. 
De thése children live with her? A. Yes sir. 
Where do.they liv A é 
Okishoma Territery? A. Yes in the Pott Country. 
Did thesp ehildren ever live in the Indian meer seeryy Ae Yes 
they had lived here but she's living with her fe 3} hse's 
married again nor; she was living with her folks; her fat her ~ 
lives up there. Ni 
Have you er your ehildren or grandchildren ever been enrelled ag”. 
citizens of the Cheotaw Nation? A, Wo sir. 
The tribal rells ef the Cheotaw Nation in 
the possession ef the Commission have been 
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\_- Repartment. of the Iaterier, 
Commission to the Vive Civilized Trides, 


Muskogee, Is g., wy 8, 1901. 


Tn the matter ef the application of Almeda 0. Brown and her 
five miner children as follews: Johnnie D, Brown, Katie Lee Brown, - 
Alice Gertrude Brown, Minnie Rthel Brown Bertha May Brown; ani her’ * 
tworgYiandchilidren Cera Myrtle Brewn and @ M. Brewni 


“Applicant represented by H. 1. Stone, Attorney. 


ee ee ewewes ee aeee ome ee mae 


Said Almeda C. Brown being first duly swern by Commissioner 
Breckinridge, testified as follows! 


» Bxamination by the Cemainsion. 
Qe What is-your name? A. Almeda Clementine Brown. 
Q. How old ard you? A. 4h. 
Q. Whats your Pest office address? A. Nebo, Indian Territory. 
Q. How leng have you lived im the Indim Territory? A. We have been 
living here 12 years ~ 12 or 12 years excepting one year. 
Qs What year ig that? A. We went back to Texas and lived in Texas 


the last.time in 96; moved back to the Chickasaw Nation in the 


fall of 96}: J4ved there ene year; been right where we ere living a—.s? 


since the rer 96, 

Q. Before you first moved to the Indian Territory you lived in Tex- (5 
as? A. Yea sir. 

Q. Were you bern in Texas? 4. Yes sir. 

Q» Always lived there up. to the time you moved to the Indian Terri- 
tory? A. Yes sir s 

Q» What was your fathers name? A. Nat or Nathaniel Willians. 

Qe Ts he living? A Ne sir. 

Q. What in your methers name? A, She always signed hername F. A. 
Willians; Yannie Ann William is her nae « 

2. Is your mother living? 4. Yeu ahe'na here today. 

Qe Through which one of your parents. do vou derive your Choctaw 
bloed? A, My father. 

Q. How much Chectaw bleod have you? A. I olaim a quarter. 

Qe Fou are. plication for enrellment ans a eitizen by bleod 
of theChoectaw Nation? 

Q. Want to apply fer anyone else? A Yes mtr} me and my children 
and my two grandehildren that their fathers’ @ead; grandehildren- 


argues ohildren. 
Art, set. mother and father both dead? A, Me sir their mothers 
Living. 
Where isthe mother? A. They live up im Oklahoma. 
Ar: 2 « ~ = : Stitt ae + 


> ’ 





lives: with their mether. 
Im Oklahoma’ 4. Yes sir. 
Have Rit, “their cust and ¢harge? A Ne sir but I thought 1 
would see about it if I could. 
Have you teen appointed guardian for them? A. Me sir. 
Their mather prevides fer then does'nt she? A. Yes sir. I thought 
I could. learn by askitig whether I could a for them er net} 
I did'nt knew, 
Q. What are th® names and ages of your five ehiren? A. Johnnie -B. 
Brown, 16, Katie Lee Brown,14; Alice qertrude Brown, 11; Minnie 





Bthel Brown, 9; and Bertha May Brown she's: six. 

Qe Ave'you She. mother of ail these five ohtiren? A Yes sir. 

Q. Whose the ’fathe r ef than? A. B. F.. Brown, 

Q& ts he a white man? A Yes sir. ©. \ 

Q» Where did yeu marry him? A, In Texas. 

Q» Hats the father ef all five of your children? A Yes sir. 

Qa You are the mother of all five. ef these children? A. Yes sir. 

Q. Have you, ever made applimtion fer enreliment to this Gemmission . 
prier to. fis time? A Yes sir we made application here at 
Muskogeelast December was ave ar age 3; We went te Seuth MeAle 
ester; it was- I dent know - 1+ was in the sumer I beleive we 
went down there as well as I recelk et but they did'nt give us 
any satisfaction and I dent know whether they called it appii- 
eation or not, They did'nt say but a michty few words; never 
told us anything much. 


It appears frem the reeords of the Commission at 
South MeAlester, Indim Territory in september 169? 
this applicant applied fer enralinent as a citizen 
ef the Chostaw Nationj that she was at that time ine 
ferned by the Commission that there was no authotitr 
ta enroll her and hor enroliment was refu sed. 

Subsequent therete and on December 15, I89% she 
appeared before the Commission at Muskogee, Thdian 
Territory and renewed this application on behalf ef 
herself, hor twe grandehildren Gorm Myrtle and Manie 
M. Brown and her children, James HK. Brow, Hery J. 
Watson, Johnnie Brown, vatie Brown, Alice Brown 
Minnie prem and RZertha Brown, and her tw grande 
children Annie E/vand Magghe G. Watson; the Comission 
efter an examinasjion ef thegpppltesiet stated that the 
enreliment is refused as the applieant is net on the 
Chestaw rells nor are her parents and the Comminsion 
has no authority to enrell her; 


The applicant has afb the appearance of a 
white person. 


You applied to the Commission = when you applied before Mrs 
Brown vou applied for yourself and ehildren and two grandchild 
dren Annie B. and Magcie G. Watson? A Yes sir. 

Whats the names of these other two grandohildren? A. Cora Myrtle 
Brown and Mamie May Brown. 

How old is Mamte May Brown? A. Three vears old, 

How oid is Cora Myrtle Brown? A. Six voars 61d. 

Whots the father os these children? ‘. Thomas Brown. 

Is he living? A. Ne sir hets dead. 

Theat 18 vour son? A. Yes sir. 

Who's the mother of them? A, Ollie Brown, 

Ts she a white woman? A, Yes sir. 

Is she living? A. Yes sir. 

De these children live with her? A. Yes sir, 

Where do they live? 4. Up in Okls«hema. 

Oklahema Territory? A, Yes in the Pett Country. 

Did these children ever live in the Indian verritory# A. Yes 
they had lived here but she's living with her felks; hre's 
married again no; she was living with har folks; her fat her’ 
lives up there, 

Have you or your ehiidren or grandchildren ever been enrolled as 
citizens ef the Cheotaw Nation? A. Ne gh 

The tribal relis of she Choctaw Nation in 
the possession of the Sermission have been 


NO 
eee 
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P phamdined, and the nenes of shear, 4 
tonlftert ee Rot hash ‘ar there. op 


Qs WAT wow or your ldren 6 vg rou Laren ever teen LP 
tea to sitiz the. Choetaw of ‘ty the Choctaw tribal. - % 
authorities? A, sir, : Poms i 
Q. Have you er your shildren or santendibhcne Deen admitted te any 
oitizenship in the Choctaw Wation by the Comainsion te the Five . ps 
arte Tribes under the Act: of es of Tune 10, 18967 > 
. Bar. 


Qs tore you er your otidren, or grand : 
Stew ie the Uni tod Staten 


Sourt, ‘3. the Enema ‘0 terri r 


Reeor of ernone Aandt tod +e. 03 einements in 
aerate a $udenant ef the Wnited - ee Es 
feats. Gen 7 a eh. Territory have been | 
i, atid) the hanes of neither oF 
thest applis 8, appear therven. 


Reresond’ is mate te the Appliostion of Pannte. ul 
Ann, Williams’ Tf r Snrpiinent, aa. 8 Pigercrstan of the 
 Choetaw att ton te, Re ps eA ee Tage 


bens AR dns a PS ie Bee 


Clara Mitchell Weal heing first duly sworn states that as 
pina: ry mt for the Commission to the Five Civilized Trites Bhe .” 
reported in full. ail ings had in the above entitied can se on- 
the Sth day of July, and that. the above and forapesac in a fut” 
true and sorrpet trinmerigt of her stenographic notes on in said 


cause on paid date. SS ON Ie 


_— T and sworn te before me this the 10th day of uly, Aa Be.” 73 
1901 wre 

















tment of the interior, | 
Commission to the’ Five Civilised Tribes, 
Muskogee; Indian Terrttory,May 21,1902, 


MCR S633, 


In the matter of the application of Almeda ©. Brown for 
the identification of herself and her five minor chijdren, Jennnde D., 
Katie Lee, Alice Gertrude, Minnie E., and Bertha May Brown, and 
for her two minor grand-children, cora Myrtle and Maimie May Brown, 
a8 Mississippi Choctaws, 


Appearances: 
W. M. Cravens, Attorney for Applicants. 


Almeda C, Brown, having been first duly sworn, upon her 
oath testified as follows: 


Examination by the Commission, 


What is your name? A Almeda C, Brown. 

How old are you? A Forty two, 

How much Choctaw bleed do you claim? A Quarter. 

What.is your post office addreas? A Hetro, I.T,, Chickasaw Nation, 

How long have you lived there? A It wil? be six years this fall 
.gince we moved there, ‘ aE 
Where did you live previous to moving there? A I have been living 
din the Indian Territery twelve yoars this fall, excepting one yeaw 
we went to.Texas and lived there one year{: and we came Where we 
are living now #even years ago; lived in Texas one year, 

You have lived in Texas. prior to moving to: the Territory? 

Yes, sir, one year, , 5 
Where were you bern? A In Texas. 

Born in Texas? A ‘Yes, sir. 

Is your father living? A No, sir, he is dead, 

What was his name? A Nathaniel Wiliians, . AS: 
How old would your father. be if he were living now? A I think som “; 
where's in seventy six or eight; somewhere's along there, 
Is your mother living? A Yes, sir, : 
What is her name?.A” Fannie hen Willians, 

How old is your mother? A She's, X think, about seventy, 

Through which one of your parents do you claim your Choctaw blood? 
My father. ink, ae 

Where was your fatter bern? Ain Mississippi. 
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Where did he die? A He died in Texas; 
hen did he mo Prem J ppt, te are NO, sir, I don't 
know, 

Q Do you knew how old he was when he moved? A No, sir. 


By Mr, Cravens: 
You ean state what information you have about that. 


By Applicant: 
I ‘think he was a right amart size, 


By Commission: 
De you knéw the year of the birth ef your father? A Mo, sir, 


ae a 





Almeda C, Brown, et al,, 2. 
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I couldn't tell, 

Were your father and mother legally married? A Yes, sir, 

Do ‘you know whether they married under a marriage License or not? 
I think, under.the Arkansag law, 

Was there a marriage license required at the time of their marriagy 
that you know of? A I don't think there was. 


It will be negessary for you to furnish the Cemmission with 
proof of the legal marriage of your father and mother. 


Mr ,,Cravens:. 
I will introduce testimony showing the legal marriage of the 
parents of the applicant, 


Commission: 

Are’ you married? A Yes, sir. 

is your husband living? h Yes, sir. 

What is his name? A Benjamin F, Brown. 

Is hes white man? A Yes, sir, 

Does he make any claim to Indian blodd? A Wo, sir. 

Do you make any claim for him? A Wo, sir, 

Have you any children unmarried and under the age of twenty one 
for.whom you desire to make application? A Mo, sir, aint any that 
age aint married, ; 

Give.me the names and ages of the children you desire to make 
application for then, under twenty one and unmarried?’ A Johnnie 
D,, seventeen past,» 

Next one? A Next one aint married is Katie Lee, 

How old? A She's fifteen; she’s the one that's married. 

Next one? A. Alice Gertrude, 

Hew old is Alice Gertrude? A She's twelve years 61d, 

Next? A Minnie RB, y 

How 01d? A She's tenj and Bertha May, she's seven. 

That all your ghildren? A Yes, sir. 

Now, yor desire to make application for two grand children? 
Yes, sir, . 

What are the names of those grand children? A Cora Myrtle, 
Cora Myrtle what? A Cora Myrtle Brown, 

How old ig she? A She's seven years old, 

Next one? A Mamie May Brown; she's four, 

Is the father and mbther of these children living ? A The mother 
is living, but the father aint. 

What was tne name of the father? A Tommie Brown, 

Was Tommie Brown your son? A Yes, sir, he was my oldest child, 
These childrén derive their Choctaw plood, then, from the same 
source you do? A Yes, str. 





iv: 4 me of the mother of the children? A Ollie; her. name 
was Ollie Bighop before she married my son. 
Was she a qhite woman? A Yes, sir. 
Make no claim to Chootaw blood at all? A No, sir, she's married 
again now; she married a fellew by the name of Andersen. 
Her name is @ijie Andersen now, is it? A Yes, sir, 
How much @Gegtaw blood was your sin possessed of? A One eighth, 
You have made. application before this Cemmissien fcr enrollment as 
& citizen by blood of the Chogtaw Nation, have you net, and your. | 
family? A 1 olaim the desgendant of Mississippi. 
You have beer tefore the Commission before and applied for the 
enrollment of yourself and: family as citizens of the Choctaw 


Nation? A I don!¢ know, ‘ 





Almeda C. Brown, et al,, 3, 


Answer the question? A ‘Yes, sir, 1 reckon that's the way it was, 
I guéss it wos our lawyer -- 
Have you not made a personal appearance before this Commission and 
epplied for the enrollment as citizens by bloed of the Choctaw 
Nation? A Yes, sir, 
When did you make your personal appearance? A I have been here to 
this place, this is the third time; we were here last April - the 
eighth day of last July, and then it's been about two years ago - 
I think we were here in December , 


The records of the Commission show that this applicant ap- 
peared before the Commission at south McAlester, Indian 
Territory, in September 4899, and applied for enrollment 
as a citizen of the Choctaw Nation; that she was at that 
time informed by the Commission that there was no 
authority to enroll her, and her enrollment was refusedj 
subsequent thereto, and on December 15 1899, she appeared 
before the Commission at Muskogee, Indjan Territory, and 
renewed this application on behalf of herself and her two 
grend children, Cora Myrtle and Mamie M.Brewn, and her 


children, James npg rhea Mary J, areeny Johnnie Brown, 
nnie h 


Katie Brown, Alice Brown, Mi Brown and Bertha Brown, and her 
two grand children, Amie &®. and Maggie Watson. The Com- 
mission in the examination of the ayes cart stated that 
the enrollment was refused; the applicant is not on the 
Choctaw rolls, neither were her parents, and the Commission 
has no authority to enroll her, 


The records of the Commission further show that the 
applicant appeared before the Commission at Muskogee, 
Indian Territory, July 8, 1901, and applied for the enroll- 
ment as citizens by blood of the Chectaw Nation of herself 
and her minor children, Jehnnie D,, Katie Lee, Alice G,, 
and Minnie #., and Bertha May Brown, and her grand children 
Cora Myrtle and Mamie M,Brown, 


Do you desire the record in these various applications to be 
transferred to and made a part of the record in your present appli- 
cation for the identification of yourself and your four minor 
children and your two grand ohildren, as Mississippi Choctaws? 
Yes, sir, 

Have either of your minor children married since the date of 
your last application? A Just that one I told you, 

What was her name? A Katie Lee, 

Is she the motherof any children? A Wo ¢ 7d man sd 0 
weeks ago, 

You are now olaiming for the benefits of yourself and minor chil- 
dren, and two minor grand children as Mississippi Choctaws, under 
article fourteen of the treaty of 1830, are you? A Yes, sir, 

Do you understand the provisions and requirements of that article? 
Wes, sir, I understand it, 

Now, what was the name of your ancestor whe lived in the old Choo- 
taw Nation, in Mississippi and Alabama, at the time this treaty 
was made, September 27, 18307 A Wellie Fulsom. 

Was she married and the head of a fumjly in 1830? A Yes, sir. 








Almeda'C, Brown, et al.,, 4. 
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Did she comply with, or attempt to comply with, the provisions of 
and requirements of article fourteen of the treaty of 18307 A 1 
couldn't say} I don't know, 

Did she, within #ix months: from ‘the @4th day of February, 1831 - 
that is the day Congress ratified the treaty, go before the Indian 
agent in the old Choctaw Wation, and signify her intention of 
remaining in the old Choctaw Nation and becoming a citizen of 

the States and taking land under the provisions of article four- 
tcen? A I don't know, sir, whether she did, or not, 

Did she appear before either of the Commission appointed by the 
acts of Congress approved in 1838 and 1842, and attenpt to es- 
tablish a claim to lands under article fourteen? A I don't know, 
sir, 

Did she own an improvement upon what constituted the old Choctaw 
Nation, in MWississippi and Alabama, at the time this treaty w as 
made, September 27, 1830? A 1 dont¢ know, sir, 

Did she ever receive any land from the Government of the United 
States as a Choctaw Indian under article fourteen of the treaty? 
I don't know, sir, 

So far as you know, did she ever receive any benefits from the 
United States Government as a Choctaw Indian? A 1 don't know, 
Did she remove from the 01d Choctaw wation, in Mississippi and 
Alabama, between the years 1833 and 1838, at the time of the 
removal of the mainportion of the Choctaws to the new Choctaw 
Nation, Indian Territory? A Not that I know of, 

How much Chootaw blood was Nellie Fulsom possessed of? A Pull 
blood, 

She was your father's mother? A Yes, sir, 

You claim your Choctaw blood from your father? A Yes, sir. 

Have you ever been mdmitted to citizenship in the Choctaw 

Nation by the Choctaw tribal authorities? A No, sir, 

Have you ever been admitted to citizenship in the Choctaw wation 
by the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes? A Wo, sir. 

Have you ever been admitted to citizenship in the hoctaw Nation, 
IndianTerritory, by the United States Court for Indian Territory? 
No ir, 

Did you, or any one for you, or for your family, in the year 
1896, make application to the Commission to the Five Civilized 
Tribes for citizenship in the Choctaw Nation, under the Act of 
Congress approved J¥ne 10, 1896? A Yes, sir, we had a lawyer} 
that was the year I lived in Texas - that I went back to Texas 
and lived, and he said he went to - up in the Territory somewhere < 
when we made -- well, I don't know whether you eall that an 
application, or not; we folks have some papers -- ‘ 

Was that in 1896? A Yes, sir. 





I think the applicant was mistaken; gn attempt was made to 
make application to the Choctaw Council, 


Applicant: 
It was the Choctaw Council, 


Commission! 
Then, you would answer no to the question I asked you? A No, 
sir, not to the Commission, 

Are your elated to Elijah Williams and 


Elvira Josephine Brown? A 


4 





Almeda C, Brown, et al., 5, 


Yes, sir, 

Do you desireyouwr case to be considered together with theirs? 
Yes, sir, 

You claim to be a descendant from the same commen ancestor? 
¥es, sir, 

Do you speak or understand the Choctaw language? A Wo, sir. 


oo >eor 


(The applicant has dark brown hair, bluish gray eyes, medi - 
un fair complexion, features and appearance of aperson of 
white parentage, and has no knowledge of an act of com 
pliance on the part of her ancestors with the provisions 

of article fourteen of the treaty of 1830.) 


Cross Examination by W.M.Cravens, 


Do you remember your father? A Yes, sir, 

Did.your father talk Choctaw? A I can recollect of Indian coming 
to our’ house, and talking Choctaw language. 

He talked a language that you didn't understand? Was they Choctaw 
Indians? A I donrt know, 

Whare was it? A In Texas, 

In Red River. county; wos it? A Yes, sir. 

Then, you cant’ angwer that he talked Choctaw? A Weg,sir. 

Did he look. like an Indian? A He had black hair and seemed to me 
like - he looked dark, 


Pee he ee ae emma an ff ah lien ete ge me ee ree 


R, S. Streit, having been first duly sworn, upon his oath 
states that as stenographer to the Cétmmission to the Five Civilized 
Tribes, he reported infull all proceedings had in the above entitled 


cause at Muskogee, Indian Territory, and that the above and foregoing 
is a full, true and correct translation of bis stenographiz notes 





of said proceedings ingaid cause uponsaid ee 21, Re 
RA be 
C dO: Aes 


Subscribed and sworn to before me at Muskogee,Indian Territory, 


this 22nd day of May, 1902, 
CT a om he te 


Notary Public, 





* es BS Be Biron, f eee 
: eee Thidten. foreisargs 
“Dear oasis 

 Repeiot is: hereby aanciovingins of: your latter of thé 28th 
feat, ib “aiken you Aedetre ta be Aavised Wa. to whether 4r ot Aine 
dis 0. Brown ever nade pyar tems. ah for smroliment as ® oitined.at 
tie Choo tam Nations 

You are int orm Shas the rigors: or tins Se oem phir” 


seliniae. ins eaaiier, by’ the eee 
a aeecianats ut “the Srontnette } ye : 


Aainedia 3 Brom cnt he prenens. aoaction ‘gtabevn: ee 
Youre try 











Muiskogee ,’ Tadiwh Harvitory, May 14, i6ci. 


Af St “Ry Fie Brown, TS. sf 3B és, : 


Hebo, > ind, rer, 


Regeint 1. hereny barrow oaeda of your Letter. ‘af ‘ihe Lat” 
instant. te relation: tb he appliontash for enrolinent ar oi tigers’ of | : a) 
tne noe tion Paticn or Alnedd @ Brown ard othereniegge befbem she fae 
Comm} x4 on at | Roy MaAlester tT. Te pee. 28; 189°, and.it ie ntated 
be your Lettan that Mre, Brown, and family are mudi worried, over the 
statement contaited in the Letter from the. Commi seion dated, Aprhhs:*: 
6, “deol, that thé. applicdation was. for citizenship in: the ieee”. 
Nation. Yok are snformed that the said Iptter of. the Commi setons’ $6 


. roms Was eorreot in all: tatters except im; the one word " ‘Chickasaw, . Bei i 


rips was a typographical error, and showld have read * Otiodtaw®, 
Yours truly, , 


ve on pe in le 
¥ ay be 
‘ 


«Ne tes 
* see Fee 


Agting Chairman... 








Muskogee, Indian Territory, July 15, 1901, 


Mr, Rovert C. Krebts, 


Nebo; Indian Territory, 
Dear Sirt 
Receipt is hereby aoknowledged of your letter of June 20, 
1901,.4n whieh you desire information concerning rights to citizene 
ship in the Choctaw Nation of Almeda Brown, her husband Ren Brown, 
ard their ohildren, 

Réplying te your inquiry, you are informed that it appears 
from our reeords that: at South MoAlester, I, Ty, in the month of 
September, 1899, Almeda €, Brown made personal application to this 
Commigsion for enrélinent’ as a oitigen of the Choetaw Nation, she 
wes @t. that time ,Antormed that the Comission Was without nthofi ty 
to enroll her, ‘it-RimF-enreaament was refused, Subsequent tyétaeto, 
and on December 18; 1090, she again appeared before tne Commision 
at Muskcgee, I, T,, and renewed the ‘application om behalf of ner 
self and included in such application her ohildren, Johnnie D,, 
Katie Lee, Alive G,, Minnie EB. and Rertha x. Rrown, and her two 
grendohildren, Gora Myrtle and Mamie M. Frown. She was again at 





that time informed that the Commission was withort authority to 
enroll her or her ohil@ren and erandohiidren, and that her enroll- 


ment Was refused. 





R. Cc. K,**2, 


On @aly 8, 1901, Almeda C. Brown again renewed this applica- 
tion for the enrollment of herself, her children and grandchildren 
ag citizens of the OhootaW Fation. 

-It does not appear from the redords and testimony in this 
case that these persons have ever been enrolled by the Choaotaw 
tribal authcrities as citizens of the Chootaw Nation, nor have they 
ever been admitted to citizenship in that Nation by the Chootaw 
tribal authorities or the duly constituted authorities of the Uni- 
ted States. It is therefore not presumed that these person have 
any rights to enrollment ‘as citiszene of the Chootaw Nation, 


Youre truly, 


Acting Ghairman, 


VR 736 
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Muskogee, Initan Territory, April. Zhy 1908, 


Mined c. Grown, 
. Nebo, Indien Perritory, 
Dasr adam; 


Reooipt ie: hereby sokhbwindeod of your affidayit and the 
Soint affidavit of Wivird o> Brown, W . 7. Brown and T. J. itudg1eatoy ss 
oftered iw the matter of the application df Mrs. Almeda ¢: Prom wes 
be aden tidied apa thoetas Tnasan, fn reaponse to our commun joaiten 
of ‘Yaron’ 20, 1903, notifying you, that you, would be. ‘allowed thirty ; 
¥ tage. from ‘the date thereof, within: wh to to qubmett eo the Commiqaion “ 
en ate daiht, corroborated hy two. witnigbes, showing that you ahd es, 
YOUF. hildren are entitled: to. be iden tit ied as Mdsvianinns naittews: 
under the prdvintons of the: twenty firat sect fit or. ‘the at ie “take, 
gress bf. tine 28, 1898. *) 
“These affidavits hare bean filed with, tes records of hie, 
Rome belay jand you are now advised shat if it ip) ‘your intention ‘Ne 
attmnt té prove euoh rights as you ‘ena your . enttaiee o1aiar a, the 
dengandants of Cheotaw TNA pings wae A ied. oF. ghtemnsed. e-comp) 
with, the’. Srevigions of the fourteenth: cntinignath te tesanr of tO 
between the United States and the Choetaw Wabion, {¢ 0122 v6 nedende- 








A,0.B. 2 


ry. for you :to personally appear before the Gommission with. such wite 
negses a9 you may be able to seourein support of said allegations. 
You are further advised that you will be allowed thirty 
days from the date hereof within which to submit evidence; and. if, 
at ‘the expiration of that time, no personal testimony substantiating 
the allegations: th the affidavits now filed is presented, the Comm ie- 
sion will gonsiderthat you do not wish to proseeute the olaim as & 
Miasiseipps Cheotay, and that the cabe in completed, and it wilt 
proceed to render; its d@oision as to the rights of yourself an& 
dkbldren to “onrolipent) as oitisens of. the Chootaw Nation and 46 


daent irtogt ton as Mingissipps Chootaws, which decision will be duly 


made known” +6 yop when rendered, 


Yours truiy; 


Aoting Ghairman. 








\) @hinetaw Bi ips6 


Muskogep, Indien Territory, Bay 1, 2902, 


Almeda 0, Bre, 

he amacldaceged Texas. 
Dear Madeutt 

Fog. Joint Gruman cat oly of Mivire J, and Almeda Brown of: .. 
April 6, don, sddreeaed to the Secretary of the Intentor, Washing. 
tom, De Cey “hap been by him referred to this Comminaton for 
oonsiderat tern and appropriate: sotion, 
: Therein you ball the attention of the Secretary of the 
_ Interter te 8 ‘comiunioation of the Commiswion.of Apr 1 ai, 2902, 
advising ved that if 4¢° Waa your intention to make application to 
this Opemntivad on for jduntifioatien an & Migaionippt Theo thw: Sant. 
you would: De meas thirty days from the Gate), of the eaid: communi 
oat ton wifi whioh to personally eppedir heforé the apse ee 
such ‘epplpeart. © ver he : ie ae 

“state in your letter. to the Seoratary of the » Interior 
that you are ‘at ® Less to understand why this order has boos tuned 
and belieye it ig unnecensary for you to appear in person Before © 
the Cognizant on e¢ om July &, 1901, you fully teetified wie the 
and ‘the righte of your obiléren to enroliment as  oxtinens. of sitie me 
nae Manson. ies, ee RN, 
hs Hepite 





You, are advised that from an examination of al reoords 
does appear that both Almeda C. Brown and Elvira J, Brown on 
‘ies 8, 1001; personaliy appeared before the Commission at 


% 
vi 
‘ 


Mfiaiegee Indian Territory, and there nade application for the 


dg, énrolinent of themselves and their children #6 citizens of the 


Ae Choctaw ifeit ton . That at that time the applicants were represented 
vy H. Le Stone and Mr, Stome prior to the time that these applicants 
were heard was fully advised relative to the distinction between 
an application for ewrellment aaa citizen of the Choctaw Nation 
and for identification as & Mississippi Choctaw, 

Mr, Stone acknowledged at that time that under the 
existing degislation the Commission wag without authority to 


enroll you as citizens of the Choctaw Nation, but regive upon 


the supervisory power of the feoretary of the Interior to place 
you and your ohildren wpen the rolls of the citizens of the 
Ohoctaw Hations 

No application has ever been mase.to this Commision 
for your,;identification and the identification of your chalaren 
as Mississippi Chectaws entitled to rights in the Choctaw lands 
under ‘the provisions of the feurteenth article of the treaty of 
1830 and our, communication of April 41, 1902 was for the purpose 
of permitting you thirty days from that date within which to make 





such personal appearance if you so desired, 





The Cominsion dees not compel or attempt to compe) 
your pergonel appearance here for such purpose but morely grants a 
to you an wportunity af it is your deeire, to olaim any rights 
under the ‘provisions of the fourteenth article of the treaty of 
1850 between the United States and ‘the Choctaw Watd ons 

T?at the @tpiration of the thirty days designated in 
our commin fdation of April 21, 1902, no personal appearance is made 
by you atid your sister as applicants for identification as 
Mississippi Choctaws, the Cemmission will then pass upon your 
rights to enroliment as ¢itizens of the Choctaw Wation upon the 
record now-before us and in the event thatthe decision of the 
Comission is adverse to you, yo will be notified thereor anda 
of the forwarding of the redord in the. case ae the Secretary 
of the Thtgrtor for review, 


Yours truly, 


Commissioner in Charge, | 
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Eo) ad et 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, January 7, 1903. 


Almeda ©, Brown, 
Nebo, Indian Territory. 

Dear Madam; 

You are hereby advised that on the "th dey of January, 
1903, the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes rendered a decise~ 
fon in the consolidated case of Elvira Josephine’ Brown, et al., 
embracing the following applications for identification. as 
Mississippi Cho¢ctaws: 


Rivira Josephine Brown, M,C Ry. 8632 
Mattie Jane Watson, et al., M.C.Rs S634 
Minnie M. Griffith, M.C.Ry 5638 
Sarah Jane Henry M.CéRe 1368 
Sarah Belle Henry, et al., MsC, Ry 8682 
John Ny Henry et Ble, NiGuRe 8655 
Birdie. #, Kelly,’ ’ WiCoRs BES6 
Flhijah Williams, @#t.al., UC Rs 8632 
Mary Magdalene todd, ¢t ai., MC Ry BOSE 
Almeda 0, Brown, et Shey ‘ MiGs, $633" 
James Wy Brown, . M.OsRe' S688 
Mary Jy Watson, at fils MeO. 68647 
Margaret L. Trammell, nt ale, M.0.R, ‘2 


These applications were made under the provision of the 


act of Congress of June 28, 1898 (30 Stats. ,406), which is as fol- 
lows; 


"Said Commission shall have authority to determine the 
identity of Cheetaw Indians claiming rights in the Cheeta 
iands under article fourteen of the treaty between the United 
States ard the Choctaw Nation, coneluded Beptember twenty~ 
seventh, eighteen hundrtd: and thirty, and to that end may ea» 
minister oaths, examine witnesses and perform all other acts 
pater thereto, and make report to the Secretary of the 

nterior,* 








A CeBse2 


Said decision concludes as follows: 


"It is therefore the opinion of this Commission that the 

erein is insufficient. to determine the identity of Elvira 
Josephine Brown, Mattie Jane Watson, Minnie Belle Watson, Sallie Wat« 
gon, Auti Watson, Minnie Ms Griffith, Sarah Jane Henry, Sarah Belle 
Honty, Birdie Henry,"John Wy Renty; bosete Henry, Birate Fe Kelly, 
Elijah Williams, Rugene N. Williams, Arthur H. Wwit34 ame, Willie May 
Williams, Rutha Belle Williams, Mary Magdalene Todd, Jesse Lee Todd, 
William Virgil Todd, Almedea ¢, Brown, Johnnie D. Brown, Katie Lee 
Brown, Alice Gertrude Brown, Minnie %, “row, Bertha May Brown, 
Cora Kyrtle Brown, Memie May Brown, Janes N, Brown, Mary Je Wat#on, 
Annie Ethel Watson, Maggie Gertrude Watson, Eva Neal Watson, Margaret 
Le Tremmel], Thouas J, Trammel, Sarah (, Trarmel, Frank Trammel, 
Arthur L,. hrammel , Willie B, Trammel and Bthel Pearl Trammel, as 
Choctaw Indians entitled to rights in the Cho@taw lands under the 
provisions of said article fourteen of the treaty of eighteen 
hundred and thirty, and that the applications for their identifi-~ 
cation as such should be refused, and it is so ordered.* 


You are further advised that you will ve allowed fiftem 
days from the date hereof within which to file arguments in this 
office, and that at the expiration of said time the papers in the 


case, together with such arguments, will be forwarded to the 


Secretary of the Interior through the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, «3 


Respectfully, 


a 
"ane 
te ot we eh - 


Acting Chairman. 
Registered. 








NaGeahy 5653, 
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Muskogee, Indian Territory, December 8, 1903, 


Almeda 9, Brown, 
: Nebo, Titian ferritory, 
Dear Madam; 

You ave hereby notified that on the Rlet day of Noven- 
ber, 1903, the Seoretary of the Interior affirmed the degision of 
this Jommission refusing the applications for identification as 
Mississippi Chosctaws of the several persona ineluied in the con- 
s0lidated case of Elvira Josephine Brown ot al., of which deoin 


ion you were advised by registered mail on the 7th day of Jamary, 


1903. 
Respedtfuily ‘ 


“SESE: pi ae boep i sal 
Chairman, i; 


¥ 
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For Identification as a Mississippi Choctaw. 
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Department of the Interior 
Commission to the Five Civil eed Tribes, 
Muskogee, I. T. July 9, 1901, 


win the matter of the application of Mattie Jane Watson for 
.the @urodiment of her self and her tw children, Mimie Belle Watson 
and Sgitie Wateom as citizens by blood of the Choctaw Nation, 


Applicant represented by H. L. Stone, Attorney. 


Matti@ Jane Watson being first.duly sworn by Commissioner 
Breckinridge testified as follows: 


Examination by the Commission, 


Q. What: is your, nafie?.AzSMattie Jane Watson. 

C Mowipid are you? A. 28, 

» Wheré-do you live? A. In the Chickasaw Nation, 

Qe Whitts your Post Office address? A. Iona, 

Q.. How long hawe you lived in the Indim Territory? A. I lived there 

@ost.of the time for 12 years; I been here 11 years the last time’ I 

come; I come here 12 years ago. 

Q. Havé you Mmintainéd a continous residence here ? A. Yes for the 
Tast 1l years. 

Whats your fathers nam-? A. Andrew Jackson Brown. 

Is your father living? A, ¥es sir, 

Is he a white man? A Yes sir. 

Whats your mothers name? A, Elvira Josephine Brown. 

Is your mother living? A. Yes eir. — “a 

Through which one of your: parénts do you claim your Choctaw bloed 5", 

My. mother, 

How much Chootaw blood do you. claim? A..Qne-cighth. 

Are you married? A. Yes sir... % 

Are you making my applicationf fer your husband? A, No sir. 

Have you my children? A. Twos 

What are theirnnames and ages? A. Minnie Belle Watson, eight years 
old, Sallie Watsom two years old. 

You are the mother of these children? A. Yes sir. 

Who's the father? A. Morris Watson. 

Is he a white man? A, Yes sir. 

Have you or has anyone for you ever prior to this time made.-ape 
plicatiom for the enrollment of yourself and children? A. Yes” 
mg mother did, 


Peeee 


eeerre 


e 


ll 
ee 


ee 


The applicant in this case iis the dau ghter of 





missiom for enrollment as a citizen of the Cloce 
Saw Nation at South MeAlester, Indien Territory 
in September 1899 at which time her enrollment 
was refused; this application was renewed at 
Atoka tndian Territory on December 7, 1899 by 
Rivira J. Brown and this applicant Mattie Jane 
Wateon and her two children Minnie Belle and 
Sallie Watsom were include@ in said abet i parton. 
Blvira Jaime wes at that time informed t 
her nam$ was not found on any of the rolle ef 
the Choctaw Nation and her, parents were not 


wey 





enrolled and the Commission; had no author=- 
ity whatever'to enrol) her and her enroll- 


ment was refused. 


Reference in hereby. made to. the application 
of Slvira J. Brown of J&ly 6, 1901. for 
enroliment as‘a citizen by blood of the 
Choc taw Nation 


Qe Have you or your children ever. beén enrolled as citizens of the 
Choctaw Nation by the Choctaw tribal authorittes? A. Not. that I 
know or, ‘ Ay 


The tribal rells of the Chéctaw Nation in 
the possession of the Commission have been 
carefully “examined and the:names of. these 
applicants do not apr ar théreonm, 


Q.:Have 'youer your childrem ever been admitted to” @itizenship in 
the Choctaw Hation by the Choctaw tribal authorifies? A. No sir not 
that. 2 know of,’ Pela Wi : yt ; 
Qs Were you or your childten ever admittedto citizenship in the Choo ’’ 


law Nation by the Comaission to the Five. Ciyilized Tribes un dée 
e Act of Congress of June 10, 18967 A No sir. 


The ré¢ords of persons admitted to citizene 
ship in the Choctaw: Watien.by the Commi ssien 
to the Five Civilized Tribes under the Act 
of Congress of June 10, 1896 have been 
carefully examined and the fame of these 
applicants do not appear thereon. 


Qe Have you or your children ever been admitted to citizenship in the 
Choctaw yation by & judgment of the United States Court in the 
Indian Territory? A. Mo sir. 


The records of persons admitted to citizen» 
ship in the Choctaw Nation hy judgment of 
the UntedStates Court in thé Indian rerri- 
tory have bem carefully examined and the 
naties of these applicants do not @re ar 
thereon, 


2 Are you the daughter of Elvira. J. Brown? 4 Yes sir. 
She was the daughter of Nathaniel Williams? A... Yes sir. 
Qe You claim rights as a descendant of Wathaniel William? A. Yes 
sir, 





Reference is hereby made to the application 
for enrgliment as a citizen of the Choctaw 
Nation otf Fannie Ann Williams No R732, 





Clare Witowe12 Wood Ketag tired: 
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Department of ‘the Interior 
Commission to the vive Civilined Tribes;: 
Muskogee, Indianterritory,May 21,1902, 


MC R 56354, 


In the’datter of the Applidation of Mattie Jarie Watson 


for the identification of herself and -her. three minor children, 
Winnie Belle, Sallie and Auti’ Watson, as Miesissippi Choctama. 


Appearances: Wie 
We. M, Cravens, Attornéy for Applicant. 


Wattie Jave Watson,-having been first duly sworny upon her 


bath testified as follows: 


Examinat ion by the Commission. 


What.is your name? A, wattle Jang, Watson. 

Howl@ aré you? A Twenty ning 

RéwW much Choctaw tlood.do you olaim? A One eighth. 

What ie your post office address? A Iona, I.T. 

How Long have you lived there? A Reem living there for twelve yeam 
Where did you live prior te living at lona? A Texas, 

Were you bern in Texas? A Yes, sir. 

Is your father living? .A. Yes, sir. 

What 16 his name? A Andrew Jackson Brown, 

How old is her’A.He is forty nine, I think; I wouldn't be ‘ppad tive 
Is your mother living? A Yes, sir, 

What is her name? A Elvira Josephine. 

How old is she? A Forty eight, 

Through which one of your. parents do you claim your Chootaw 
blood? A My mother, 

Isyour mother an applicant. before the. Commission this morning 
for identification as a Mississippi Choctaw? A Yes, sir. 
And@you get your Choctaw blood from the seme comition ancestor shé’ 
@oes? A Yes, sir, 

Are you married? A Yes,.sir, 

What. is your husband's name? A Notris Watsen. 

Ie your husband living? A Yes; sir. 

Is he a white man? A yes, sir, 

Makes no claim'to Chostaw blood? A No, sir, 

You make no elaim for him? A No, sir, 

Have you any children whom you desire to make application for? 





Q 
q 
Q 
Q 
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¥es, str, 

What are theif names and ages? A Minnie Belle Wateon. 

How old? A Nine, years old, 

Next one? A Ballie Watson, three years old; Avti Watson, five 

months old, 

That all your’ children? A Yes, sir, 

Thie application is for the fdentification of yourself and three 

inge ‘children. as ‘Mies sedpps Chectews, 4a it? A Yes, sir. 

b5. ace name, or the nénes of ee of your children, on. the tribal 

‘of the 'Oheetaw Nation; Indian Territory? A Ne, sir. 

thea ux | mo, Sever. been recognized in any manner; or enrolled 

Fae bath mae debe pPattens Dae Guoctay trdpad autho rithes. 





Mattie Jane Watson, at al., 2, 


or by the United States authorities? A No, sir. 

. Did. you ever make application tothe Choctaw tribal authorities, 
in Indian Territory, to be enrolled as a member of that tribe? 
Nok sir, f 
Did you, or any one for you, in the year 1896, make application 
to the Commission to the Five Civilized’Tribes, for citizenship 
in the Choctaw Nation, under the Act. of Codn¢ress approved June 
10, 1896? A.-No, sir, not that 1 Lnow of, 

Have you ever béén admitted to citizenship inthe Choctiw yation 

by the Choctaw tribal authorities, the Commission to the Five Civil 
ized Tribes, or the United States. Court for Indian Territory? A 
No, sir, 

Have you ever made any application prier to this time? A Yes, sir, 
To either the Choctaw tribal authorities, or the authorities of 
the Umited States, to be admitted or enrel@ed as a citizen of: the 
Choctsuw Nation? A I made it to the Commisefion. 


(The applicant in this case is a’d@aughter of Elvira J. 
Brown, who made application te the Commission for enroll- 
ment as 4 citizen of the Choctaw Na&t ion, at South MoAles- 
ter, Indian Territory, inSéptember 1899, at which time 

her enrollment as refused,.. This application was renewed 
at Atcka, Indian Territory, on December 7, 1899, by 
Flvira-.J, Brown, and this applicant, Wattie Jane Watson 
and her two children, Minnie Belle and Sallie, were inelud- 
ed ingaid application, Plvira J. Brown was jaformed that 
her name was not found on any of the Choctaw tribal rolls 
in the Cho¢taw Nation, and her parents. were not enrolled, 
and the Commission had no authority to enroll Yer and her 
enrollment was refused, 


Elvira J, Brown, the mother of the applicant, applied 
this day for the identific»tion of herself as a Mississippi 
Chéctaw, and reference ig made to suid application, M.C.R. 


Number 563q. 


The records of the Commission further show that at Musko- 
see, Indian Tertitory, July 9, 1900, this applicant appear- 
ed before the Commfepion and applied for the enrollment 
of herself and her two minor chilcren, Vinnie Belle Wat- 
son, y Sallie Watson, as oitizens by Llood of the Choctaw 
Naticn, 


Q Do you desire the record mde in your ease at the time of your 
application for enrollment as citizens by blood of the Choctaw 
‘Nation of yourselYr and two minor children, at Muskogee, in July 
1901, transferred’to, and made a part of, the record in your 
present application forthe identification of yourself and three 
minor children as Mississippi Choctaws? A Yes,sir, 

You ay pear before the Commission at this time claiming rights in 
the Choctaw lands, Choctaw Nation, Indian Territory, for yourself 
and three minor children, under the provisions of article fourteen 
of the treuty between the United States Government and the Choctaw 
tribe of Indians, concluded September 27th, 1830, do you? A Yes, 
gir. 

Q De you uncerstand the provisions of that article? A. Yea, sir. 


Q 








Mattie Jane Watson, et al,, 3. 


What. waa the name of your Choetaw ancestor. who was married and 

the Kead, of & family, and dived in the old Choctaw Nation, in 
“Mipsissipp! and Alabama,\ in 1830, at the time this treaty was 

made? A ..So far as knowing, I couldn't say, but I have bem taught 
it was Nellie Fulsom, 

Did she. comply with, or attempt to comply with, the fourteenth ar- 
ti¢le of the’ treaty of 1830?}A I dont know, 

Did she remove with the Choctaw Indians between the years 1833 and 
1838, to the new Choctaw Nation, Indian Territory, when the Choctaw” 
were moved ever here? A I don't know, 


Mr, Cravens: 
It's been understood that she did not? 


Applicant: 
Wes, sir, 


y Gommission: 

Did she owm an improvement uponwhat constituted the old Chootaw 
Chootaw Nation, in’ Missi:sippi, and Alabama, in 1830, when this 
treaty. was made? A I don't know, 

Did she, within six months from the 24th day of February, 1831, 
that 4s, the day the treaty was ratified by Congress, go before 
the, Government agent in Mississippi, Colonel William Ward, and 
signify her. intention to himto remain and take land under that 
article? A J dontt know, 

Did she ever ¢laim or receive any land from the United States 
Government as a beneficiary under article fourteen of the treaty 
of 1830? A I donrt know, : ¥ 

Did. she ever appe:r before either of the Commissions, one appoint- 
ed in the year 1838, and one appointed in the year 1842, to deter-. 
mine the rights:of Choctaws olaiming under article fourtéen, 

and whose land had becn sold by the United States Government,’ and 
attempt to establish any claim +o land under article fourteen? 

I do not know, 

Did they own any land in either of the States of Alabama, Mississ¢ 
ippi, Louisiana, or Arkansas, which they received from the Govern- 
ment, and wnich was paid to the Choctaws as beneficiaries under 
article fourteen? A Not that I know of, 

So far as you know, did any of your Choctaw ancestors ever 

receive any benefits as Choctaw Indians? A Not that I know of, 

Are you related to Elvira Ji. Brown, FPlijah Williams and Almeda 
Williams? What kin are they to you? A Flvira is my cousin, 

and my. aunt and sister, 

You derive your Choctis blood from the same common ancestor they 
do, do you? A Yes, sir, 





Do you desire your case consolidated and oonsidered with theirs 
a8 @ Mississippi Choctaw, claiming from the same common ancestor? 
Yes, sir, 

(Reference 1s made to %.C,R, 5631, 5632 and 5633.) 
Do you speak or underatand the Choctaw language? A No, sir. 


(The appligant has dark brown haf#, bluish gray eyes, 
brunetté vomplexion, features and appearance of a person 





Mattie Jane Watson, et al,, 4. 


of white paréntace; nae no. knowledge of. any act of Hom- 
pliance on thé:part of Her: ancgstors.with the provisions 
of article fourtech of the treaty of 1830; } 


Examination by Mr.crayens, 


YOU know; as @ matter ef’ family history, that Nellie Fulsom, your 
great’ grand mother, and Nathaniel \Wilifems, your grand father, 
remained ins Mi #sissippi? 4 Yes, sir, accordigg’ to my teachings, 
Didn't emmigrate west wien the Choetaws came west? “A 
that's according to my teachings: °’ 


LOLs ress -ne 


R, 8, Streit, <heving been fitst duly sworn, upon hig oath 
Btates that as stenographer. to the Com ission to the Five Civilized 
Tribes, he reported infull #11 proceedings had inthe above entitled ° 
cause at Wuskogee, Indian Territory, othe Slst day of Way, 1902, 
and that the above and foregoing 18 a.full, true and correct trans~ 


laticn of his stenosraphic notes of gaid proceedings ingaid cause 


upon said date, 
CP. f 


Subscribed and sworn to before me at Musko =e; In fan Territory, 
this 22nd day of May, 1902, 


Ohus €. EM es a 


f -@ 


Notary Public. 








Chootaw R 741. 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, April 21, 1902. 


Mattie 5. Watson, 
Tena, Indien Terr itery, 
Dear yaden: 


; Receipt ig hereby acknowleiged of the affidavits of Mattie 
wi, Wateon end Mivire 7, Brom and joint affidavit of Ww. T. Brown and 
Ts J. HUAdhee ton, offered in the matter of the application of Mattie 


> ae aster to be identified as a Chogtew Indian, in response to our 
communi gation of Maroh 21, 1962, notifying you that you would be- “- 
lowed thirty days from the date thereof within which to submit, to- sigs 
Commission en affidavit, corroterated by two witnesses, showing. thet . ial 
you and Your Ghildren are entitled to be identified as Minstenippt 
Chostaws under the provisions of the twenty first seetion of the ant 
of Congress of Tune 28, 1696, 

| These affidavits have been filed with the records of the 
Commieesion and you are now Sdvised that if it is your intention to 
attempt, Ao" prove suoh rights as you and your ohildren olaim aa the 
dessendante of Chootaw Indians who semplied or attenpted: to comply’ 
with the prérisions of the fourteenth ar#idle of the treaty of 1830 
motween tise.JInitea States and the choctaw wation, it will be neses« 
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wary for you te personally appear before the Commission with such 


wi tnes aes. ‘AS you maybe able to secure in support of said allegations 
You are further advised that you will be Sllewed thirty 
days from the date hereof within which to submit evidence; ard it, 
at the expiration of that time, no personal testimony substantiating 
the allegations in the affidavits now filed is presented, the Commi a 
Sion wild eonsider that yo do not wish to prosesute the claim asa 
Mipstesipps Choctaw, and- that the oase is oompleted, and it will | 


progeed to render its deoision as to the rights of yourself aha 


ohildren- td enrollment as citizens of the Chootaw Nation and to iden. ~ 


tif ieation® ae Missiaeippi Chootawa, whieh decision will be duly made 


known to fom when rendered. 


Yours truly, 


Acting Ghairman, 








COPY, 


Muskogeé, ‘Indian Territory; Sanuary 7, 190s, 


» 


Mattie Jarie Watnon, 


Tags, 
Wiles: 4 


Dear: Madam: SOR? Sk SS abifleg, oe 
You are he rety’ avd sed’ that on: the 9th day of January, 
1903, the Commission ‘td’ the Five Civaifued. Trites rendered # decis- 


RES FO 
Tone, Indi an Terri terye’ 


ion in the consolfiated ound of Elvira Jo¢ephine Brown, et als, 
embracing the following applieations for tdentifioation as 
Mississippi Choetaws: | 


Elvira. Josephine Brown, ©: | My CeRe 
“Mattie Jane Watson, et aly, ; MeO Ry 
Minnie Me. Oriffith, MeCiR, 86 
‘Sarah Jane Henry, . ae 
Sarah Balis«Henry, et al.; MAC eRe. 
John: M4, Menry; . et Bley . 4.0.8, ig 
Birdie ¥. Kelty Sa eae ‘MeOi hs 

; £ a } ; a 74 et Ble, pie My CaRe 
Ma ¥ : ; 4 ong toad, et al., : M0 Rs 
» Almeda ” Brown, et ala; " ‘ Nici Rs 
James wy, Brown) MVC.Ry 
Mary Jé Watson, et al. MsC.Re 
Margaret Ly Trammnel, et al,, MsC eRe 


These applications were made under the provision of .the 
act of Congress of June 28, 1898 (30 Statse.,495), which is as fol« 


lows: 


"Said Commission ehall have puthority to determine the 
identity of Ghobtaw Tid far { : 2k . bs Ms 2 





landé under ‘artdole ‘fourteen of the tre daetween the United 
States and the Choétiw Ferien, concluded September twenty- 
seventh, oighteen hundred and‘ thirty; and to that end may ad- 
minister oaths, exanine witnesses and perform all other acts 
necessary thereto, and sigke report to the Beoretary of the 
Interior, * 


\ 
; 





Said decision coneludes as follows: 


"It is thérefore the opinion of this Commission that 
tne evidence herein 4 dnguffie ent to determine the fdentity of 
Elvira Josevhine Brow, Mattie Wane Wateon, Minnie Belle Watson, 
Sallie Watson, Avti Watson) ‘ My Grartith, Sarah Jane Henry, 
Sarah Belle llonry, Biydie Heme, John XK. Henry, Dessie Henry, Birdie 
ys. Kelly, ALi jen Ald tae, Bugene 3» Williams, Arthur ¥, Witliens, 
Wilite May Willitams Lle Wi Mary Magdalene Todd, Jesse 
Lee Todd, William ireat Te, e,: Ui ie pchotes geiinie Mabon 
Katie Lee Brown, Altea Cortrude: Br Wh, Mini 4 Brown, Bertha May 
Brown, Cora Myrti@* Brow, Mamie May Brown, James WN. Brown, Mary J. 
Watson, Annie Bttied’ Watson, @ gertrude Watson, Eva Neal Watson, 
Marcaret Le Tramiel) Thomam Jx° 4 frmbl, Sarah Cy Traummel, Fronk 
Trammel, Arthur be Tramel Wiltie By Trammel and)Bthel Pearl Trammel 
28 Choctow Indians entitled to.rignts.4n. the Choctaw lands onder 
the provisions of said article fourteen of the treaty of eighteen 
hundred and thirty, and that the applications for. their identifi- 
cation as such should: be refused; and: it is RO. ordered.* 


fou are further advised tat you will be allowed ‘fifteen 
> date hereof within which to file argumants in this 


id that at the expirntion of eaia tine the papers in the 


ther with sud ‘argutienté, ‘WE11 be forwarded to the 


of the Interior through the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 


Respeotfully, 


l Bt 


Acting Chairman, 
Registered. 








MyO.R, 66354; 


ola > 
BOPY: 


“e Muskogee, Indian Territory, Decenber 5, 1305, 


Mattie Jeane Yataon, ca 

“tons, Indian territory. 
Deay Madam 

You are hereby notified that on the 21st day of Novem 

ber, 1905, the Sedretazy of the Interior affirmed the decision of 
this dommission refusing the applications for identification as 
Mississipp’ Chdetaws of the seveiial persons inchuied in the con- 
sOlidated ease of Blvira Josephine Brown et &1., of which degis- 
ion you were advised by registered mali on the 7th day of Jamary, 


19035, 
Respectfully, 








For Identification’ ag a MISstssippl Choctaw: 
’ Date WAY 24 lono 

se 2g Chin Sf 

oatunise. «Ona «PSF 

natnerhrre wv Jathiern 57, Sema 
sotherLlgiran ve, ree 


Aor: i as aa ee I 
Drix. fh Water 9 
lhe. Meter 3 





/ ? 
Stenograuphey/ VS ae / 





MEMORANDUM. 
Cforlaw ase 


Dale fia /90/ 

Name Warne five La lwy Ij. 

age AS 

Post-Office ( Yona t y / 
faruck, Uneluw 9 Enon 
MOTHER: Ovliser A Onveus v/ 
(Yous thoagh Int fle ), 
Children : 

Niner Arlt (ition 

Sallup 


( 
FARTHE A, hoy Cd. ) dy ha 


Ponirs fe Wi Ug 4 ay} Shou F 
( 





r Mh tUevel 
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ral Department of the Interior, 
Commission to the Five. @iviliced 
Muskogee, I. T. July 9,. 2901, 


Tribes, 


In’ithe matter of the application of Minnie May Griffith for 
enrollment ab a citizem by Blood of the Choctaw Nation, 


Applicant represented ty H. LL’. Stone, 


Minnie .May, Griffith being first duly sworn by Commissioner 
Breokinridge testified as follows: 


Examination by the Commission: 


Q> What is your name? A, Minnie May griffith. 

Q.. How old Are you? A, 22. 

Qs Where do you live? A. Marietta, Chickasaw Natiom, Indim Terri« 
tory. ' 

Q- How long ‘have you lived im the Indian Territory? A. It will be 
four years this falls 

Q» Have yow maintained 4 continous residemce here for the past four 
years? A. Yés sir. 

Q. Where did you live before that? A Bavarre County Texas. 

Q. Always lived im Texas before you moved to the Indian Territory? A. 
No sir; we lived heré two years before that. 

Q- What two years? A. We lived here - its been about 10 years ago; we. 
lived here two years; and we've been backwards and forwards 
ever since, ‘ 

Q. Whats your fathers name ©? A. Andrew Jackson Brow. 

Q Is your father living? A Yee sir. 

Qs Whats youf-mbthers naw? A, Elvira Josephine Brow. 

Qe Is your méther living? As Yes. sir, 

Q- Through Witch one of your perente.do you claim your. Choctaw blood? 

Q- How much Choctaw blood do you ginim® A. One-eighth, 

Qe Are you married? A. Yes sir. 

Q- Have you any children? A, M6 sir. 

Q. Want to make application for your husband? A No sir, 

Q. Want to apply for yourself alone? A Yes sir, 

Q- Have you or anyone’ for you prior to this time made application 
for enro % of yourself as a citizen of the cho¢etaw Nation? 

A, My mother did. 


Reference is hereby made tothe application of Elvira 
Je Brown for snrollment as & citizen of the Choctaw 
rs St n Territory in Bep- 





tember 1899; her enrollment was at that time refused 
and at Atoka Indian Territory om December 7, 1899 
“this application was, renewed ams behalf of Bivirea Je 
Brown and.in which this #yiieant Mimie A. Griffith 
was included. The applicant Mivira J. Brown-was at 
that timevinfonned that as her name was not found on 
any of the rolls of the Choctaw Nation and her parents 
were never enrolled, the Commission had no authority 
to enroll er and her enrollment was refused, 





Minnie May Griffith-«2.: 


eee 4 ee on any of the tribal ‘rolls of the Choctaw wation? . 
e 8 re ¥ f ad 


The tribal frolle of the Choctaw Nation in the 
possession of the Commission have been carefully 
examined and the name of this applicaat does not 
appear thereom. 


Have you ever been admitted to oftizenship in the Choctaw Nation 
te the tribal authorities? 4 Bot that I know of. 

Why do you sy not that you know of; have you any reason to 
believe that you have? A. Mo sir. 

Did you ever, make applice ion to the Ghoctaw tribal authorities? 
Ae Wo #ir not myself. P , 

Has anyone for you madé application to the Choctaw tribal authors 
4ties? A. Mo sir. 

Were you, aamitted to citizneship im the Choctaw Nation by the 
Commission to the Five Civilized Tribe s under the act of Con= 
gress of June 10, 18967 A. No sir. 


Records of persons admitted to citizenship in the 
Choctaw yation by the Commission to the Five Civilis=- 
ed Tribes under the Act of Congress of yune 10, 1896. 
have been carefully éxamined and the name of this 
applicant dees not apwar thereome 


Have you-ever been admitted to 6itisénship im the Choctaw yation 
by = Jejgnent of the United States Court in the Indian Territory’. 
A. sir. a ; ; 


Reoords of persons admitted to, citizenship in the 
Choctaw Nation by the Unitedgtates Court im the Indien 
Territory have been carefully: xamined and the name 
ef this applicant, dees not appear thereon. 


Are you thé’chila of Elvira J. Brown? A Yous, sir. 

And, the grandchild of wathanie] Williams? A Yes sir, sr 

a you claim your rights as @ descendant ef Nathaniel Williams? 
es sir. a 


"Reference is hereby made to the application of Fan 


aie Aim Williams. for enroliment as 4 citizen of the 
Choetaw. Nation No R752. 


Clara Mitchel%.Wood being first duly sworn states ‘that ‘ha 

stenographer for the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes she 

reported in ful] all proceedings had in the above entitled oause on: 

the 9th day of. yuly 1901 and that tye ahove end foregoing isa full 1,’ 
? mee . 4 c TO B AS ft 4 said 4 


Cobua Wiallalialt, Jemez 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this the 10th day of July, A. D- 


1901, / 
Leb b fs fae 
/ otary lic, 


ae 


- te UY a : 


cause on said’ ate. 











Department ef the Interior, 
Commission. tothe Five Civilized Tribes, 
Muskogee, Indinn Territory,May 21,1902. 


MC R 5635, 


In the matter of the application of Minnie M. Griffith 


for identification as a Mississippi: Ghootaw. 


Appear ances: 
W. My Cravens, Attorney for Applicant. 


Minnie M, Griffith, having been first duly sworn, upon 


her oath testified as follows: 


Q 
Q 
Q 
q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
q 
Q 
q 
Q 
Q 
q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 


Examination by the Commission, 


What is your name? A Minnie NM, Griffith; 

How old are you? A Twenty three, 

How much Choctaw blood do you claim? A One eighth. 

What is your post office address? A Marietta, 1.7, 

How long have you lived there? A Little over a year, 

Where did you live prior to your residence there? A Sulphur 
Sprihgs, Indian Territory, 

How’ leng have you lived in the Indian Territory? A Pive years. 
Where did you.dive prior to your residence in the Indian 
Territory? A Texas. 

Born in Texas? A Yea; sir, 

Is your father living? A Yes; sir, 

What‘ 56 his name? A Andrew J. Brown, 

How old Was he? A He ts forty eight or forty nine, 

ls your mother living? A Yes, ir. 

What ig ber name? A Elvira J, Brown, 

How old.is she? A She's forty eight, 1 believe. 

Through whieh one of your parents do you claim your Chocthw 
blood? A My mether, 

Are you married? A Yes, sir. 

Is your husband living? A Yes, sir, 

What is his name? A David Ly Griffith. 

Is he a white man? A Yes, sir, 

Mukes no claim to Choctaw blood? A No, sir. 

And you make no claim for him? A No, .#ir. 
No, sir, 

You claim for yourself alone? A Yes, sir. 

ls your mother's name to’ be found upen any of the Choctaw tribal 
rolls in Indian Territery? A No, sir. 

Has. she ever been enrolled? A Wo, sir, 

by the Choctaw tribal authorities aga citizen ef the Choctaw 
Nation, Indian Territory? A No, air, 

Has she ever made application te the, Choctaw tribal authorities 
to be enrolled as @ member of that tribe?A Mo, sir. 

Did you ever make application tovthe GAsot@w<tribal athorities 


Ste wt 6) él Et. 





Mittnie M, Grigfith, 2. 


to be enrolled as a member of ‘that tribe? A No, sir, 

Dd you, or any: ohe for you, in ‘the year 1896, make application 
to .the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribés for eitizenship in 
the Choctaw Nation, under the Act of Congress sapproved. June io, 
1896?.A Mo, sir, Fae 1M 

Have you ever been’ admitted to eitizenship<in the choétaw. Nation 
by the Choctaw tribal authorities, the Commission to the Five 
Civilized Tribes, or the United States Court: for Indian Territory? 
No, vsir, 

Have you ever made any application prior to this time to either 
the Choctaw tribal mthorities..or to the United States authori- 
ties, to be admitted or. enrolled as a citizen of the Choctaw 
Nation.? A Wo, sir, 

You have never been before the Commission at all? A Yes, vir, 
before the Dawes Commission - before the Commission to the Five 
Civilized Tribes; yes, sir, 1 was here last summer . 


The records of the Commission show that this applicant 
appeared in person before the Commission at Muskogee, 
Indian Territory, July 9, 1901, and made application for 
enrollment as a citizen by blood of the Choctaw Nation, 
(See Choctaw R-742,) 

The records of the Commission also show that this 
applicant is the daughter cf Elvira J. Brown, who applied 
for enrollment as a citizen of the Choctaw Nation, at 
South McAlester, Indian Territory, in Septeniber 12899, 
whose enrollment at that. time was refused, «nd‘who again 
applied at Atoka, Indian Territory, on December 7 1899, 
in which application the name of the applicant, uinnie A, 
Griffith,was included. The applicant, Elvira J, Brown, 
was. at that time informed that as her nae was not found 
on any of the Choctaw tribal rolls of the. Choctaw Nation, 
and her parents were never enrolled, the Commission had 
no authority to enroll her,°and her enrollment was refused, 

Elvira J, Brown, the mother of the applicant, appeared 
before the Commission this day and applied far the identi- 
fication of herself and her children ind two’minor grand- 
children as Mississippi Choctaws,and reference isa made 
to. that casé, M.0.R, 5631, 


Do you desire the record made in your application for enrollment 
as a citizen by blood of the Choctaw Nation, before the Comnigsion 
a t Muskogee, Indian Territory, July 9, 1901, transferred to, and 
made a part of, the record in your present application for iden- 
tification as a Mi 5 2 7 8ir 
Your mother, Elvira J, Brown, has made application for identifi- 
cation’ as a Mississippi Choctaw this morning, has she? A Yes,sir. 
You derive your Choctaw blood from the same common ancestor? 
Yes, sir, 
You claim vour rights to a share in the Choctaw lands, 
Territory, under the provisions of article fourteen of the 
treaty between the United States Government and the Choctaw tribe 
of Indians, concluded September 27, 18307 A Yes, air. 
Q Do you understand the requirements of article fourteen? A Yes, sir, 
Q What is the name of the common ancestor of your family who was 
married and the head of a family, and living in the eld Choctaw 
Nation, in Wiselssippi and Altem. at he time this treaty was 











Minnie Mi Qrifrith, @, 


made? .A».J have been taught £t was Nellie Frulsom. 
What réletion was she to you?.A ‘She was my great grand mother: 
You derive your Choctaw bleod from your mother? A Yes, sir. 
And who;does ‘she get ‘her Choctaw bloo@ from? A Her father. 
What was his name?.A WatHaniel Williams. ’ 
He Was your grand father? A Yee, sir, 
Who did Nathaniel Williams get his Choctaw blood from? A Hts 
mo ther , ’ 
What was her narie?’ A. Wellie Filsom. 
That was her maiden nem@? A Yes, sir, . 
Did she comply with, or:attempt to comply with, the provisions of 
article fourteen?. A Jidon't know whether she did, or not. 
Did she own an improvement upon vhat constituted the old Choctaw 
Nation, in Missiesippi ami Alabama, in September 1830, when this 
treaty was made? A Y @on't know; gir, * 
Do you'know of the existence of ay -d@cumentary evidence —- by 
documentary evidence, I mean dee@s of ‘any kind, or patents to 
land + ‘that would tend to show that she did comply with article 
fourteen? A Wo, s#iF. 
Did she, within six months from the 24th day of February, 1832 
that 48 the @ay upon whith Congress ratified the treaty of 1836, 

go before the Government ezent an*theteld Choctaw Nation, and 
signify to him her &ntention.of rémaining in the old Choctaw 
Nation and taking lané under the provisions of article fourteen? 

I don't knovr, 
So far as you know, did any of your Choctaw ancestors ever receive 
any benefits. as Choctaw Indians from the United States Government? 
No, sir, not that I know of. 
Are you related to Majeh Williams, Almeda C, Brown and Mettie 
ame Watson, who made application :todw as Mississipp? Choc tawse? 

es, sir, 
what relation are you to -Mlijah Williams? A He is my unele. 
And Almeda Ci Brown? .A- My aunt, 

And Mattie J; Watson? ‘A My sister: 
DO you derive your Choctaw blood from the same source they. do? 
Yes, sir, % 4 
Do you want your case considered tocether with theirs ae applicants: 
claiming through’ One common ancestor? A Yes, sir. te 


OPelpo> Cr OY 


Reference is made to M.C,.R.5631, 5632; 5633 and 5634, 
Do you speak or understand the Choctaw language? A Wo, sir. 


The applicant has dark brown hair, bludeh gray eyes, 
brunette com evion pa es nd whet ¥: Aoe—o + Serse 

of white parentage; has no knowledge of an act of compliance 
on the: part of any of her ancestors’ with the provisions 

of article fourteen of the treaty of 1930, 





Cross-Examination by Yr. Cravens, 


Q You know, as a matter of family history, that your grand father, 
Nathaniel Williams,and your creat grand mother, Nelite Ful. som, 





Minnie M. Griffith, 4. 


remained in “W4 sateba ppd? A Yes mdr, 
Q And cidn't come west with the whoctawa? A No, sir, 


R, 8. Streit, having been first duly sworn, upon his oath: 
states thiut as etenegrapher to the Commission to the Five Civili zed 
Tribes, he reported, in full all proceedings had in the above entitled 
cause at Muskogee, Indian Térri tory, on the 21st day of May; £902; 
and that the «bove and foregoing: is a full, true and correet tranb- 
lation of his stenpgraphic notes of said proceedings in said cause 


CR 3 dticihs 


upon said date, 


Subscribed and Pworn to before me at Muskogec,Indian Territory, 
this 22nd day of May, 1902. 


L Man he Fd k. Latiipiie~ 


Notary Public. 








Re *hkaeini 8 Grittivn, é. 


Mnakogee, Tndian Territory, May a, LIN. 


: * 


Sul phie’,) Indian Territ ory, 
Dear ‘Yadaihe 


+ 
* * 


The Gamnmis ston ds in Fooeipt of vour letter, oF Hay ahthy, tn 


Ea } kd ee 


vhighivéu state that: ‘your ‘ra9ther 5. He. Byvivn. Toagphiae BroWAy S  ae 
peared before this (onma péiren art made - “applidasion, for: ‘oft dagen 
beth ‘on. her #wmn ‘petals’ and on, behalf of: her duh ter an erent dauge Bag 
ter, and. reqiesting to: bg ‘informed wither jor Kot sion aot de. Fas 
legal, and if you, would he allowed $0appear in person ber gra Phi 
dermi nition ap an Applieant: tor enrollment ¥Ou are ‘tof omied. “that fhe 
wecoras ef the Ccmmiseser to. not . show that there has ever ‘Sei tbny | 

; persosat appearance walle BY; kraa: Blyire Josephibe atom, AS aie apne 
cant. f or Choatew ‘asvihonenty, and tin #40" ‘Buch, "pat ponal. appeardy % 
that 4 suteiaxontgetemert ean be taken imdeor oakh, “this Comm aedion 
qpard not pase upon ter’ anse. <<" Tf you desire to Appear pele the 
Commins toi AB AN apiticant fer enre) iment inthe Chootaw We thee you 


mat do se at this offige. The Commissden, however, wilt borat: Atoka 


from Jime 4th to @th, and at Oolbert from Iwhe llth to 16th: 


Yours truly, 





Acting Chairman, 
In reply to this letter 
please refer to F, .} 336 


“ oe Ai 





Chootaw R. 742, 


Territory, April 21, 1902. 


Binnie Me Griffith, 
: . ‘Marietta, Indian Territory, 

Dear Yiadam: 

Receipt is hereby acknowléiged of affidavite of Mrs. Migin te 
M. Griffith and Bivirea 3. Brow, and joint effi davit of W. T. Brown 
and T. ve Huddleston, offered in the matter of ‘the application of 
Minnie ifc:-Or teritn te be identified ap a Choctaw Indian, in reapense 
to our oonmmun ication of Maroh 21, 1902, notifying you that you would 
be allowed thirty days from the date therecf within:.which to subanst 
to the Copminsion An affidavit; corroborated by two witnesses, ° anew: 


ing that you are. entitled to be identified as a Micsissippi cheaper. i 


under tke provisiona of the twenty first seotion of the aet of! : 
Odneress6f Tune 26, 1898, | ae “: 
These affidavits have been filed with the records of; thie 
Commins ion ‘and you are now advised that if it is your intention rs 
attempt to grove such fights as you claim as thé desderidant of. 
Cheotaw Indians who complied or attempted to oomply with the peovie- 
long of the fourteenth article of the treaty of 1@50 between, the... 


United States and the choetaw Nation, it will be negessary for you te. ee 








Mtbisl Gorm « verore tne Commteston with sueh witnesses as you 
may ‘be able to seoure in: support of ‘gaia @llegations, 

_€ou are further adv ised” that you will be allowed th irty 
days Shon the date hereof within which to submit evidence; and if, 
at the expiration of that tine, no pergoual testimony bubstantiating 
the ellégations in the aff idevits HOW Filed is presented, the dome 
miesion will sonsider that you do not wish to prosecute the claim as 
® Mississipps Chootaw, and that the gase ig gompleted, and it. wild 
proceed ta’ sender ite @ecision ag to your right to enrollment a8 8 
eitizen of the Choctaw wation and #0 identification as a Mississippi 
Chootaw, whitch deoision will be duly madé known to you when rendered, 


Yours truly, 


Aoting Chairman, 








Pa Pa es 


Mabie 6635 


‘( Maskoged, Indien Terratery, Banuery. 1) 1908) 


) 4 


‘Mingiw Ut; Griteion, | 
‘Marietta; Indian Terri ary, 
~ Dear Xagem: 
: You are hereby advised that on the 7th: day of January, 


y 1903, the Commission to the Pive Ci¥tilzed Tribes rendered a debieien 


an the consolidated case of Bly ira Josephine Brown, et ale, eneracn 
ing the following appiioationa fpr tdemtification as Minot oaippt 


Choctawst 


Elvira Josephine Brown; ria MsleRe $631 
Mattie Jane: Wa son, et: heat “Met. Re 5634 
Minn io Me Grd) ith,. Tee ths MLC ER. 5636 
Sarah Jane Henty, M.GsK. 13558 
Sareh Belle Henry, et als, M.C.Rs 5652 
John M Henry, et als, . ») Mea R. 5653 
Elijah Wiliiens,’ et-wls, MreCaRe 5632 
Mary: Magdalene: ' wt als, M.C. Re 5636 
Alneda (0, Brown, ‘et al, M.CaRe 5653 
wanes My" Broway Me. CrBs. 5658 
Mary J, Watson, or als M.CsRs 5647 
Margaret, I. ‘Tramel; et al., . MICs 


Thewe:: appliéations. wre made under: the provision et ‘the 
act ‘of Congress of June 26, 1898 {30 State. 498); * which San fal» 
Lowa: 5 Nese 


"Said Gomniseion. shall have au thors iy to Aétermine : ‘the 
identity of Choctaw Indieas claiming rights; in thé Choctaw’, 
lands under article fourtéen of the treaty betyeen an Und ted 
Bostes and She Gage tay se 6.0ncl wd ed , 

bh y ti and. to that end | way ad~ 
amine ‘idheones and perform.@ii other. arte 
peasy, thereto, and meke report to the: ial e or the” 
ntérior,* 





M.sG. =2 


Said decision ooneludes as follows: 


"It is therefore the opinion of this Commis#ion.that the 
evidence herein is ineufficient to determine the identity of Elvira 
Josephine Brown, Mattie Jane Watson Minnie Belle Watson, Sallte 
Vereen, Auti Watson, Minnie M. Griftith, Sarah Jane Henr}, Sarah | 
Beile Henry,. Birdie Henry, John WN, Henry, Dessie Hetiry Birdie Pou. 
Kelly, Biijah Williams, Eugene N. Williame, Arthur ¥, Wilt dames? oo oe 
Willie May Williams, Rutha Belle Williams, Mary Magdalene Todd, 

Jesee Lee Todd, William Virgil Todd, Alneda C. Brown, Johnnie 2, 
Brown, Katie Lee Brown, Alice Gertrude Brown, Minnie EK, Brown, 

Ber tha: May Brown, Cora Myrtle Brown, Mamie May’ Browh, James WN, 
Brown, Mary J. Watson, Annie Ethel Vatson, Maggie Gertrude Watson, 
Eva Neal Watson, Margaret L. Tranmel, Thomak J. Tramnel, Sarah C. 
Trammel, Frank Trammel, Arthur I. Trammel, Willie By Trammel and 
Ethel Pearl Trammel, as Choctaw Indians entitied to rights in the 
Choctaw lands under the provisions of said article fourteen of the 


treaty of eighteem hundred and vase and that the applications 
d 


for their identification as such. shou 
ordered. * 


be refused, and it is so 
You are further advised that you will be allowed fifteen 

days from the date hereof within @hich to file arguments in this 

office, and that at the expiration of said time the papers in the 

case, together with such arguments, will be forwarded to the 
Setretary.of« Imteriox. tb the .Commissionek of Indian Af: Muy 
PRR RES nneoR anreNg Ae Commteeioueh of Tatas, Megs 

Respectfully, yf 
cr 


a © 
A > DOLE A 
Me het 


Acting Chairman. 
Registered. 











COMMISSION ERS. 


TAMS BIxsBy, 
THOMAS B. NEEDLES, DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 


Cc. R. BRECKINRIDGE, 


W. E. STANLEY COMMISSION TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES. 


ALLIGON L. AYLESWORTH, 
SECRETARY 


MMISSION TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES e ? 








Minnie. NM, Griffith, 
Marietta, Indian Territery. 
Dear Madan: 
You ave hereby notified that on the Sst day of Hoven- 
der, 1908, the Seerctary of the Interior affirmed the decision of 
this Commicsion refusing the applications for identification as 


Wissiacippi Ghoctaws of the seveyal persons included in the con- 
sclidated case of Mivira Josephine Byown et al., of which decis- 
ion you vere advised by registered mail on the 7th dey of Jamry, 


isos. 


I o S- f 
LO 


bY LY 
hi; Ws vA 








DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 


1 “COMMISSION 10 THE FIVE GIVILIZED TRIBES. 


_ NOTICE! 




















The Land Offices of the Commission at 


ATOKA 


in the Choctaw Nation, and 


TISHOMINGO 


in the Chickasaw N ation, 


f. Will not receive applications for allotment from 
- ‘THURSDAY, DECEMBER 24, 1903, to SATUR- 
- DAY, JANUARY 2, 1904, inclusive. 
The reception of applications for allotment will 
be resumed on Monday, January 4, 1904, at nine 
o’clock A. M. 


The Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes, 
TAMS BIXBY, Chairman. 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, 
December 1, 1903. 








MEMORANDUM. 


Chott aw sare vn BILAL 


Dau Yily 7, ye : 
Name Wiis wih y agua. 
Me i, 4 

Post-Office : MW ill g, Gud Ly a 
TATIER: ny chew - at Drvcony- Y § 
MOTHER: Bly g, ( Gio - wo a 

(PPewia Untig y ‘mathe ) 4 


Children; 


Luria yor Heraey Qo , 





Stenographer 


Trey i Wore 





For Identification as a Mississippi Choctaw. 


pate MAY 21 1902 


wame Min nec 70 i va 


Age ZB 

Post-Office . Minera ae 
mae vy 
Mothe foe f(D ) Libsiix a 
Pa Pr¥ Cer 


: Namie Cf shert © 


Children: 





Stenogra oni, J . Ho 





DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
COMMISSION TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES 


FILED 
JAN 8 [604 -¢ 


Wh <. 











Department of the Interior 


Oommission to the Five Civilized Tribes, 
MUSKOGEE, IND. TER, 


OFFICIAL BUSINESS 


enalty for private use, $300, 


Minnie M, Griffith, 


Indian Territory, 


‘Marietta. 




















tment - ir the Inverter 
Conmh anton ts Sue Wine Civilima Tribes, 
Muskegee, 1. T. July 9; 1902, 


In the matter of the efrelinant as citiaens by blood ef tne- ~ 
cna Hation. ef Mary Magdelene Tedd and her minor child Jenase law: ..:, 


Applicants represented, ty H. L. Stone, Attorney. 


oe mw oe & eee eH ee eRe 


mary elens Tedd bbing first duly sworn by Commissioner 
Breckinridge teatiried ‘as follows: 


Examination by the Comita sion, 
What 4s your nume? A. Mary Magdelane Tedd. 


tow ie are you? A. 21, °: ; 
ee ey you live? A. Z live in the Chickasaw Watiom, Indian 
r tory. serie pphtgn ey rs 
whats. your Best office address? A. Rush hartge eet A 
How Leng have you iived in the, Territ ‘he ADout AA years. « .) % 
Hay é°yow maintained a continous residence ‘inthe Indian Territery < 
for that sength of time? & Yes pir. a ee 
Whats: your fathers nase? A’ Biljab Williams, Dr 
Ie:your,fat her Living? 4. Yam sit. > aes § ape 
Whats, your mothers mame? A, Kegnie Willians. me: 
Is ¥aur mother living? A. Yes air.-. 
Thro hich 
[My ta 
How 


gfe err 


. 


peeee 


one.ef your parents @o you claim your Ghoctaw wibea.” 
wimunh Chodtaw bleed) de you claim? A. One-eightht, A ie 
Rave you Gr has. anyone for you ever made Application to be enreli-.. 
ed as a citiaen af the Chootaw nation? A. My father didy Gy oft 


rs 


Se 


This appl&cant isthe daughteref Fiijah William whe. 
made application te. the Commission for enrélinent..\. 





> ditigen of the Choctaw Nation at South, MeAl 
fdian Territery September s6 hy areit ;—. 
was refunédstAt Mnpkog es Indian Territery om December 
15; 1699 thé applicant Blijak Williams renewed hig 
appl cation and inqluded therein this applicant ..* 


Maggie Tedd snd ronan Tesse Lon Tedd. ua. Chains oe 
gion at t Ane oymed @ applican me 
liame that his enreliment was refused as the Done sein 


had no authority to enrel] the applicants. 





Mary Magdelene Tedd- 22 


> 


Q. Are yew married? A. Yes sir. 
Q» wiking any elaim fer your husband? A. Ne sir. 
Q-Have you. my ohildren? A, Yes sir, 
& How many? A. One, 
Y Whats the nase ef the chil’ and age? A. Jesse Lee Todd, two years 
eld, 
jo AFe you the mether of this ehild? A. Yes sir. 
Whats the fathers name? A. Willian Gardner Tedd. 
Is he a white man? A. Yes sir. 
Have you ever been enrelled by the Choctaw tribal mw thorithes as 
a citizen of the Choetaw Wation? A, No sir, 


The tribal rells of the Choctaw Nation in the Pporses- 
sion of the Commission have been carefully examined 
and the name of this applicant dees not appear 
thereon. 


Haye you sver been admitted te citizenship in the Choctaw Nation 
by the Choetaw tribal authorities? A Wo sir. 

Qe Were you admitted te citizenship in the Choctaw Wation by the 
Comission to the Five Civilized Tribes unier the Aot of Con- 
gress of June 10, 1896? A. No sir. 


The reeords of persons admitted to citizenship in the 
Shootaw Nation by the Commisnion to the Five Civilized 
Tribes uncer the Aat of Congress of June 16,1896 have 
been carefully examine d and the names of these ap=- 


Pliocants do not anes thereon, 


Q.» Have you ever been admi*ted +o oltizenship im tte Chact ww nation 
by a judgment of the tmited Sta es Court in the Indias Ferri tery 
A. No sir. 


The recerds of persons admitted to citizenship in 
the Choctaw ywation Wy Shdguent ff the Uni'ed States 
Court im the Indim rritery have been oarefilly 
examined and the nanes of these applicants de not 
appear thereon. 


Qe You are the child of Rlijah Williams? A Yes sir. 

Q-. He was the sen ef Nathaniel Willians ? A, Yes sir. 

Q» You claim your rights to enrollment as a descendant of Wathaniel 
Wilitama? A Yes sir, 

%. Youare claiming for yourself and hid’? A. Yes sir. 


Reference is hereby made to the applic: tion ef Pannie 
Ann Williams for enrollment as a citizen by inter- 
marriage of the Choctaw wation No R 732, 




















Department, She phe Interior: 
Commission, to thehwive Civilized Tribes, 
Wakegee, Intian errs tory, May 21,1902, 


HC R- 5656, 

in the:matter of the application of Mary Magdalene To dit . 
for the identification of herself ang her two minor children ;' 
Jesse L. and Willian Virgil Tedd, a6 Wississippl choctaws. 


Appearances! ; 
W. My, Cravens, Attorney .for Applicant, 


Mary Magdalene Todd, having been firet duly sworn, upen her 
‘Cth testified as follows: 


Examination by .the Commissfon. 


Q-What is your, name? A Mar Magdalene Todd, 

How oldvJarenyou? (A Twenty two, i eee 

How much thootaw blood de you ‘clef? A One ‘et gnth: 
What ‘T's your: post office agéress?..A Rush Springe, 1.7, 


Q 
q. 
Q 
Q 
By 


Mr, Cfavena: so ea 
That’s in the Chitkasaw Nation? 


(By Applicat): Yew sire °° : ‘Si Sate 


(By Commission): How long have you lived there? A aA MRSS over’ My 
eter KAS , he I, AONE Ta 
Where were‘you born? A YiiPekwai” | Be, 

‘How long have you lived ipithe Indien Territory altepethern?) A 
hifteen yeirs, Ye os iss We ee. 
Rave, you evér lived anywhere except Texas and the Indtan Téerfki+ 
tory? A No, .sir, . sta s 


ey 


Ie your father living? A Yes, sir. 

What is his.name? A. Masah Widliane. , 

How old is hep a rorty five, . 

1s your mother living?. Ax¥es, sir, 

How old is she? A Portyinine, 

What i8 her name?.A.Kizzie Willicms. 4 ‘e 

Through which one of your parents do you. derive ‘your. Choctaw 
blood? A My: father. . ) 

Where does your £2 alc “es de : +} ttt otf i) otta. > 0 7 ay 





ritory, 

How long has he lived there? A Why he has ived there little 
Over: @ year, , 

How long has he lived in the Indian Territory? A About thirteen 
years, 

Where was he born? A In Arkansas, 

Did he move cfrom Arkansas to Inétan Territory? A Wo, bir, to 
Texas, 

And from Texas to Indian Territory? A Yes, gir, 

Are you married? A-Yes, sir; ; 

Whats the mame of..your huaband? A William @, Tedd. 


A 
q 
& 
Q 
A 
Q 
Q 
Q 
) 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
-Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
8 
Q 
pe 
q 


. ae 
Mook Feds a at alee woe 





i 


Mary Wagdalene Todd, et-al., 2, 


Q He is living, is he? A Yes, sir, 

Q..I8 he a white man? A.Yee, sir, 

Q Makes no claim to In@Lan blood? A No, “sir. 

Q You make no claim for him? A No, sir, 

Q Have you any children for whom you desire to make application? 

Q Yes, sir, 

Q Give me the names and ages please? A Jesse L.Todd, a boy, three 

years ol4d, 

Q Next: one? A William Virgil, 

Q How 01d? A Bight monthe 

Q Has your, father ever been recognized,in any manner, or enrolled 
asa member of the Choctaw tribe of indians, in Indian Territory 
by ‘the Choctaw tribal authorities, or the United states authorities 
No, ‘sir, 

Is. your name,.or the names o¢ your children, to be found upon any 
of the Choctaw tribal.rolls of the Choctaw Nation, Indian Terri- 
tory? A No, sir, 

Did you.ever make application to the Choctaw tribal authorities, 
in Indian Territory, for the enrollment of yourself, or any of 
your. minor children,“as members of that tribe? A‘No, sir: 

Did you, in the year 1896, make application to the Commission to 
the Five Civilized Tribes’ for citizenship'in the-Ghoctaw Nation, 
under the Act of Congress apvroved June 10, 18962. A No, sir, 
Have you ever been admitted to citiaénship in the Choctaw Nation, 
by the Choctaw tribal @ithorities, the Commission to the Five 
Civilized Tribes, or ‘the United States Court for Indian Territory? 
No, sir, 

ve you ever mad@ application, prior. to this time, to either 

the Choctaw tribal authorities, or the United states authorities, 
to be admitted or énrolled ag a citizen of the Choctaw Nation? 

I have been before the Commi saion,::,: 


Reference 48 mide to Ghoctaw R-743, application of Mary 

Magdalene Todd, for the enrollment of herself and minor 

child, Jesse J.Todd, as citizens by blood of the Chectaw 
Nation, 


Do you desire the record made at the time of your application 

for the enrollment of yourself and minor child ag citizens by b 
blood. of; the :cheetaw vation, transferred to, and made a part 

of, the record 4n your present application for the identification 
of yourself and two children as “ississippi Choctaws? A yes, sir, 
You appear before the Commission today for the purpose of claim- 
ing rights in the Croctuv lands, in Indian Territory, under the 
jrovis artdo courte f the treaty between the United 
States Government anc the Choctaw tribe of Indians, concluded 
September 27, 2830? A Yes, ‘sir, 

Do you understand the provisions and requirements of article 
fourteen of that treaty? A Yes, sir. 

What was the name of your Choctaw ancestor who was married and 
the head of a family ana lived ig the old Choctaw Nation, in 
Mississipp£ and Alabama, in 1830, when. this treaty wae -made? 
Nellie Fulgom, 

What relation was she to you? A My gredt grand mother. 

You get: your Ghoetaw blood from. your father, de. you? A Yes, sir, 
Who does he get his choetaw blLood:fr om? A Wig father. 


ee 
ee 





Mary Wagdaiene Todd, et at., 3, 


CPO LODO 


Wheat was his father's: name? A Wathaniel Williams,” 
And who dté@ he get iis Choctaw blood from? A His mother. 
Whet wae her name? \A' Nellie Fulsom: 


That was the common ancestor of your family? A Yes, sir, 
Are you related to Bivira’s, Brow, Almeda C. Brown and Fli yah 
Wiliteme? A Yee, sir, 

You. derive your choctaw blood from the same source they doPp A 

Yes, ir. 


Same common ancestor? A Yes, sir; 
Reference is made ite M.C.R.5631, 6632 and S635. 


You desire your case to be combined with the cases of your rela- 
tives, and the evidence in‘ their cases to be considered as 
evidence in your case?,A Yes, sir, 

Did your ‘Choctaw ancestor, Nellie rulsom, comply with, or attempt 
to. comply with, the provisions of article fourteen? A I dontt know, 
Did she, within six moriths from the date of the ratification of 
this treaty, that im = the treaty was ratified by toncress on’ the 
24th day of February; 1831 = data She, within six nsionths from that 
date, go before the Goverment agent there in the.old Choctaw 
Nation, in Mississippi and Alabama, and signify.-to him-her ihten— 


tion of remaining ‘in the old Chootaw Nation, atid taking land under: ss 


the provisions of this article? A*Il dontt know, 

De-you know of any act of compliance dn ‘her! parse with any Of the 
provisions of article fourteen of the. treaty of 1850? 4.No) ‘air, 
Did she removeftom: the 624 Choctaw.Nation,* in Miesissippi and... 
Alabama, to the new Choctaw Wation, in Indian Territor y,bptween 
the years 1833 and.1858, at the time of the: removal, of the main 4 
portion of the.choctaws to the Chéatay Nation, Indian Terhitory?. 
Why, I,don't Imow, ha es Fe gh OMG g 


(By YriCravens:) You understand «ghe. did rot’ ? 

(By Applicant); i understand she did noty © 

(By Mr.Crevens): She remained and died @ Missiesippt; according 
to family history? ‘ 

(By Applicant}: Yes, str, 


(By Commission): Do you know of the existence af your family 
of any Geoumentary evidénce, any.desd or potent to land, that 
would-tend.to show that this common ancestor of:yours, Nellie 
Fulsom, emplied with; or attempted to comply with, this article 
fourteen of the treaty of 1830? A, No, sir, 

Do you speak or understand the Choctaw language? A No, sir 





(The applicant has light brown hair, gray eyes, fair 
complexion, features and appearance of & person of 

white parentage; Knows of no act of compliance on the 
part of her ancestors with any of the provisions of 
article fourteen of the treaty of 1630.) 





Ss, 


tee 
ey 


liecy, Magehene Reddy ot ALA 


+ 


“ Braniiation, hy atryGray ena, 
You kno wat dat? your great and notiey elite Pulsom; ond! grand 
gather, Nathanies: Williams, rembtned thidesi seippi long after 

. She Choctaws moved west, ‘as a matter.of family history?) A Yea, 
Bir, ‘ 


ee eee wet OT ine wh me eh oe 
j 2 


oR, 82 Btreit, Hevitig ween £ifet duky eworn, upon his. oath er 
Btatea thet. ae stendctapher tc the Cond ebion to the “Hive Civitzed  7y 
“Rehwes; he reported in full ‘all proccedistige hag in the’ above entitled ©.” 
sase bh Muskogee, Indian. Territory, on elst day of May, "}902, 
end that, the above and foregoing iB a » tebe. and. terrect trans- 
lation of his atenographic notes of said P roeeedih ys Invesida cause 
upon. said date) <. 


“Subscl nea and sworn to be¥ere me at Maske got, Thdd an Territory, 
this Rand ‘day ofiMay, 1902, amey He eee hae ea 


$ 


; we Wotary Buble 5 


se 








Chéerew Bi. 743, 


. é Muske gee, Irethn’ Territory, Apr 11; #2,;) £902; 


Mary wr Toda, Yi, 
Resh Springs, tndtean territory, 
Dear Madani 


Receipt Ae hereby soknowledged ef the affidavit of Mary 
M, Todd. and. Joint affidavits of Vannhie A, Williams and 3, Leisrsh tagual 
and W.. , Purgley and: Toston A. Pagan, offered in the matter of: the 
application of Mary M. "Foud to be identi£ied en @ Ched tan. Iné4an, “in 
reepsiive to our COmmurteert. Lon of Maron 82, 1902, notifying: ye, that ‘ 
you would be: ‘ADlowee thirty deve. from, the ante thereor. witht jwies 
to pibmit te the Comte ton ‘an affideviv sertoberated by tins ‘ 
nesses, showitig that ifou. tnd ‘your onilé ere entitled to be’ “Agent stage 
ae Migelesipps onoo taws under the provisions of the Chee tits? 
seetion, of. the net of a er ens of tine 98, Agee. % an eh 

These arf idavite have been filed with thé recoras of the 
Comms nat is end you ere now advised that af it ie your intention to 
attenpt to. prove oven Fights a8 you. And your child slaim as tne de- 
soondants. of Cheoter ett who complied or atteupted to oolmply with 


» ely 
the provisions é $ fous nth or ¢4 « > + < 336 





tween the United Btateo-ane the Gheotaw Nation, {% wila de necessary’ , 





See 


for .you to personaliyappear before the Comaission with suoh wit- 
nesses Bs you may te able ‘to seoure in muppert of said allegationa, 
You ere further advised that you wilt, ed @llowea thirty 
Gaya from the date hereof within: wnion to aubait s¥idénoe;, and at, af) 
’ the expiration af tat tine no personal, ‘teat inony substantiating the 3 
@liegations in the affidavits now filed ia presented, the Gommiasion 
will voneider that you do not wish-té'preseoute the claim as & Miss- . 
tentppt Chootew, ang that the wase 1s edipleted, and it viii proceed 
to render {te deé@isinn ag to the rights of yourself and onild te en- 
roliment as oitinens of the Chootaw Ratton ang to identifipat ion as 
Missiseipp1 Chootawa, which decision wit be duly made known to you 


when rendered, 


Yours truly, 








464K}. 5636 


 Momkogie) ‘tatiana terrisery, Jauvety 7, 1903, 


Mary Magdalene. Toad; 
Rush Sprifigs, Indian Territory. 
Rear Madam: : 

You are hereby advised that on the "th: day of January, 
1903, the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes rendered’ a decis« 
ion in the consolidated case of Elvira Josephine Brown, et al., 
embracing the following applications for identification 4s 
Mississippi Chooctaws: 

Wivira Josephine Brown, M.@.Rq 56321 

Mattie Wahe Watson,’ et al., | Ms, Ry 5634 

pobre Par oa iberee? 


Baran Selite Fenty, “et aly,’ 


Hen 7 ae. 
Fa Ai ‘Va rot ae M 


Blaijah Wiintans,, cae ee Cet 

Mary ene todd, eh a: | 

Almeda «Brown, et als, 

James Mi “grown, 

Mary J. Watson,..et al, 

Margaret Ten FORE 5M 6k wii: x MiCoRe: 


These applications were made under the provision’ of the " 
act of Congress of June 28, 1698 (30 Stats.,495), whieh t's as fol- 


lows? 


"Said Commission shall haye authority to determine the 
iden tity of Choe taw Thdi ans claiming i ail in she Chootas 





States aud the Choetiny. Nation, Aonel ude ‘September twent}e 
seventh, eighteen hundred ‘and ‘thirty; and to that end may iad- 
minister oaths, examine witnesecs and je Theres all other eete 
Tntertars” thereto, and make: report to the Seeretary of the 

bs | are" 


, 
iF Sa 





Said decision concludes as follows: 


“It is therefore the opinion of this Commission that the 
evidence horein is insufficient to determine the identity of Elvira 
Josephine Brown, Mattie Jane Watson, Minnie Belle Watson, Sallie 
Watson, Auti Watson, Minnie kK. Griffith, Sarah Jane Henry, Sarah . . 
‘Belle Henry, 2 ‘Henry; John N. Honry, Dovste Henry Blraie By 382 
Kelly, Elijah Wiliséme, Wicene Ny Williams; arthur; ¥illians, 

Willie May vistors Rutha Belle Williams, Mary Magdalene Todd, 
Jesse Lee Toda,’ W 44am Virgil Todd, Almeda C. Brown, Johnnie Ds 
Brown, Katie Lee’ Brown, Alice Gertrude Brown, Minnie E, Brown, 
Bertha May Srown, Cora Myrtle Brown, Mamie May Brown, Janes MN, 
Brown, Mary J, Watson, Annie Bthel Watson, liaggie Gertrude Watson, 
Eva Neal Watson, Margaret L. Trammel, ‘thomas J, Tramel, Sarah C, 
Tramel, Frank treumel, Arthur L, Trammel, Wilite B, Tramel and 
Ethel Pearl Trameél, as Choctaw Indians entitled to rights in the 
Choctaw lands under the provisions of said article fourteen of the 
treaty of eighteen hundred and thirty, and that the applications 
for their identification as such should be refused, and it is so 
ordered." 


You are further advised that you will ve allowed fifteen 


days from the date hereof within whieh. to file argumenta.in this 


office, und that at the expiration of paid tine ‘the papers in the 


case, together with such arguments, will be forwarded to the 
Secretary of the Interior through the Commissioner of Ind4an Affairs. 


Respectfully, 


_ 


Acting Chairman. 


Roristered,. 








MOR, 6es6,. 


Co; 
Muskogee, Indian Territory, December 5, 12903, 


Mary Magdalene Todd, 
Ruah Springs, Indian Territory, 


Miscissiypi Ghoctawe of the several persons included in the son 
SOlidated case of Elvira Josevhine Brown et Sey OF Which deoip- 
don you were advised by registered ‘mail on the 7th day of Jamary, 


190s, 
ReapestmMliy, 


Lame Bixbey. 


Ghairnan, 








M,C.R. 5636 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, april 18, 1904. 


Bingham & Apple, 
Attorneys-at-Law, 
Tishomingo, Indian Territory. 
Gentlomon: 

Reccipt is hereby acknowledgéd of your letter of the 8th 
instant, in which you ask to be adVined if Mary Magdaleno Toda made 
application as a Choctaw for the enrollment cf herself and chil- 
dren, Jesse Lee Todd and William Virgil Yoda. You state that you 
desire this information for the purpose of filing a contest, and 
in the event’ these names appear upon our rolls, you ask that. the 
Chickasaw Land Office be advised to that effect, as there is no 
record of sueh nares at that office. 

in reply te your lette¥ you are advised that on November 
21, 1903, the Secretary of the Intdérior spproved: the decision of 
the Commission refusing the spplicdticn made by Mary Magdalene 


Todd for the identification of herself and minor ohildren as Kis- 


Sissippi Choctaws, cf which Departmental saction she was duly noti-+ 


fied on December 3, 1903. Any rights that Mary Magdalene Todd 
and minor children, Jesse Lec and William Virgil Todd might have 


haé as citizons by blocd of the Ghoctaw Nation were adjudicatod 





in the Commission's decision of Jamary 7, 1903, refusing thir 





application for identification as Mississipni Choetaws; theroforo, 


Mary Magdalene Todd will not bo permitted to institute contest 
proceedings for land in the Ohocotaw and Ohickanaw Nations. 


Respectfully, 


Commissionor in Charre. 
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Coma oi na te Satoh eee Sribes, 


ee 0) 


In the matter ef the application of Warner W. Mathie fer 
the identification of himself az a Mississippi Choctaw, | - 


L. P, Hudsen atterney for applicant. 


Warner W. Mathis being first dwly sworn testiriea as fel- 
lows: 


Examination by the Commission: 


What is your name? A Warner W. Mathis. 
What is A Twenty+two. 
What. is your post atiee aaa y. # Atte Ark 
office address us angas, 
Hew rae have, yeu lived there? A I don't know just exactly 


“ita you wind before yon lived at Altus? A Lived in 
A Yes sir, 


You. th nth? rh Yes 
your mother «ver been reco 
a member of the Cheotaw tribe of ea in Cheet 
authorities er tay Hage United States authorities. in the Ir 
sir, not . made application; that's all. 
geet epee R 8 grt ities 
on ast menth s¢ I for~ 

g obs new what ease 3 at wae 4 


| 





yew make seplicesion ter weedy besides yourself? 


Is your nome on ace the Mh ae rella ef. the Choetm Watie 
~ Te radian ae yg Py Fh Be ova Ha tae Bg os Che : 
Have ever ieation citizenship r) ot aw 
ghey de the Cheetaw tribal mtherities in Indian Territory? 


Have Te: ication fer eitisenshi: the Gheet 
sa the Dawe seien under the act Aig Be Gengress Poa 


oe ee ae ee ae 


M 
ay 





June 10, 18967 A Me sir, I haven't. 

Have you ever made application fer citizenship in the Choctaw 
zat = te any authority pevieus te this application? 

e sir, 

Have you ever been aémitted te citizenship in the Chectaw Hation 
by either the Cheetaw tribal authorities, the Cemmission te the 
Five Civilized Tribes er the United States Court in Indian Ter- 
ritery? A Me sir, 

De yeu now want te be identified as a Mississippi Choctaw? 

Yes sir. 

De yeu claim under article fourteen of the treaty of 1830? 

Yes sir. 

De you understand that article? A Ne sir, 


The treaty ef 1830 was made between the United States 
Beet emg and the Chectaw tribe of Indians at a place called 
cing Rabbit creek in Mississippi. It was signed on the 
27th day of September, 1830, The object of the treaty was to 
remove, as far as practicable, all ef the Choctaw Indians who 
livedin the old Chectay Nation east ef the Mississippi river 
to the Choctaw wation, Indian Territory. Before the treaty was 
signed it became known that a good many Choctaw Indians would 
not ge te the Choctaw nation, Indian Territory, and in order 
to pretect the interests of those Indiang whe remained back 
there in the old Choctaw wation artiele fourteen was put into 
the treaty ef 1630. It reads as fellows: 


"Each Choctaw head of a family being desirous to remain 
and become a citizen of the'states shall be permitted to 
do so, by signifying his intention te the Agent within 
six months from the ratificatien of this treaty, andhe 
or she shall thereupen be entitled to a reservation ef 
ene section of six hundtted and forty acres of land, to be 
bounded by seetienal lines of survey; in like manner 
shall be entitled te one half that quantity fer eaeh un- 
married child whieh is living with him ever ten ears of 
age; and a quarter section te such child as may be under 
ten years of age, to adjoin the lecation of the parent. 
If they reside upon said lands intending te become eiti- 
sens ef the states for five years after the ratification 
ef this treaty, in that case, a grant in fee simple shall 
issue; said reservatien shall inelude the present im 
prevement ef the head of the f » OF a portion of it. 


Persens who claim under this article shall not lese the 
Rriv v4 * Che a < —+ 





are not entitled te any pertien of the Choctaw annuity." 


Yeu understand that de yeu, well eneugh to claim under it? 

Yes sir, I suppose I de, 

Did any of your Chectaw ancestors eerily or attempt te comply 

seani that’ the previsions eof that article? A don't know 
eu e 


be identified thre No answer. 


What is the name suet ancester whem you claim yeur right to 





#7 


By lw’ P. Hudson: 
2 De ye. iran threugh the sams ancestor ag the Poscys? 


By the Cemuiasien: 


What is the nome ef your ancestor; if yeu can tell? 
I gouldn't tell any further than my grandeother, 

Q@ Well, give me whatever ancestor you cai whe had Chectaw blood? 
Ne answer, 


By Ls PF. Hudson: 
Q What was your grandmother's name? A Sarah Posey. 
By the Colmiassien: 


What relation was she to A My grandmother, 

How ag et yh bleed di Serie have? A T dontt know, 

Did she 14 miasiaes or Alebama? A I couldn't sy 
whether rng er 1a all or not. 

bl or Posey her maiden name or married namef A Married 


what was her husband's nase? A Warren Posey. 
Was he a white man? A I geuldn't say about that. 
— don't elaim any Chectaw blecd through Warren do you? 


sir, 
@lain Sirreg ur mother Sarsh Mathis; did she 
ever live’ Misuissippi * Wot that I know of, 
There was she born? A Se 
Avra went frem Tennessee wheres Te brkavionn, 
mee there yars® A of She. remains in Arkansas, 
8 thexe now? re 
mt was hi ¢hre mig perenty € father or mother? A Father. 
was his name 
a Warren Posey live in pre a A TI don't. know about 
Xhesy that's farther Be coed 9 god 
Sent 4604 dertner thax thant A We sir, 


in in teste Hi sok gp Sikbas in 1h004 si, ten't knew eas 


Did any wr wei, ance 6, within months after the 
ratifivarie a ety of 1038 te the ynited States 
iasion feent daeet tens name wes ‘Gokened Pi and ell wie they 


q 
Q 
Q 
a 
Q 
A 
Q 
Q 
8 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 





from that eld Chettaw wa- 
a P's the Mi entsetes A wh the Choctaw Nation, Inds 
territs » with the other Indians between 1933 aid 1838 er ‘407 


Did tay sf 
aa Been res land er ¢ladm any lind in Mississippi 
wld was tt under article fourtesn of 
the treaty of don't that. 


aa ti United. States? kf aee's knew. 





The Indians whe remained in the old Choctaw Nati en in 
Mississippi and Alabama after the treaty ef 1830 was ratified 
were required, if they wanted te take advantage of article 
fourteen ef that treaty, te go to the United States Indian 
Agent Colonel Ward, within six mnths frem the ratificatien 
of the treaty, andte1 him thet th@ wanted to stay in Miss- 
issippi, take land there and become citizens of the states. 

A great many yndians did comply with article fourteen in that 
respect, whose names Colonel Ward neglected to put upon his 
list knewn as Ward's Register. His neglect to make a proper 
registratien of those tndians caused a good many of them whe 
had land in the old Choetay Nation to have both their land and 
improvements on it taken from them and sold by the government 
at its public land sales. This caused se many complaigts that 
in 1837, by an act ef Congress serveres March 3rd of that 
year, Congress appointed a Commission whieh went to Mississ- 
ippi and heard claimants under article fourteen of the treaty 
of 1850. In 1842 another Commission was appointed by Congress 
for the same purpose, under an act approved August 23rd of 
that year. This Commission went to yississippi and heard 
claimants under article fourteen of the treaty of 1830. 


Do you know if any of your Choctaw ancestors appeared before 

either ef these two Commissions and claimed any benefits as 

Choctaw ;ndians under article fourteen of the treaty of 1830? 

No sir. 

Did any of your Chocta ancestors receive any serip from the 
vernment which entitled them te select land either in Miss- 
sesippi, Alabama, Louisiana or Arkansas, in place of the land 

whieh they formerly held in the old Choctaw Nation and which 

— Soren had taken from them and s0ld? A WNot that I 
ow of. 

You say your mother, Sarah wathis, has appeared before the 
Commission to be identified as a Missiséippi Chectaw? 

Yes sir, 

Whe is Oliver K. Posey? A My unole, 


L. P. Hudson: 
Your mother's brother? A Yes sir, ' 


the Cemmission: 


Would you like to have the cases of all relatives that you claim 








threugh who have made application to be identified as Missisas- 
ippi Chectaws, considered with your application? A Yes sir. 
And do you wish te refer particularly to the case of Oliver K. 
Posey, MC R 62717? A Yes sir, 


The case ef Oliver K. Posey is here referred to for 
the purpose ef consolidation of tie se cases. 


Have you any other evidence that you want to mwesent now? 





oe tres of 


\dbwert G, be ge sworn, states that as ; 
ste’ aged +o fy rep a ivilined Tribes he wee Se 
pr 


por} @eedings had in the ply entitled cause on the 2lst 
pe ‘of veh 902, and that the abeve and fore is a full, trw 
correct transcript of his staregraphic no “ aken in in wala 


| LAM Whoa 


AC Ag 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this Pe § day of May, 1902. 


OR ss, BO pheno eee 
Wotar 7 Publis, i 
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Muskogee, Indian Territory, April 15, 1903. 


Varner W. Mathis, 
Altus, Arkansas. 
Dear Sir: 

You are hereby advised that on the 15th day of April, 1903, 
the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes rendered a decision in 
the consolidated case of Henry UN. Posey, et al., embracing the fol- 
lowing applications for identification as Mississippi Choetaws: 


He N. Posy, M.C.R, 5618 
8a Mathis, et al., M.0.R. S276 
Liasie Harger, et al., M.C.R. $639 
Warner Ws Mathis, MsC Re 8657 
Andrew Mathis, M.C.k. 6638 
Sallie ¥ is; et al., M,C.R. 8640 
Oliver K, Posey, et al., M,C.Rs’ $271 
Sarah Btta Moore, et al., M.C.R. 64602 
Mary V. Dear, ot al., MsC.R. 6603 
Susen Bttie McKinley, et al., MOR, 8605 
William 0, Posey, : K.O.R. 

Mattie la Cates, et al., MiCoRe . 

Potidlea V. Cates, MeGeRe 

Mary & 1, et al., M.OuRe 

Maggie ol, et al., M.C Re 6020 
Alva McDougal, MsG,R, 

Homer H, McDougal, et als; M.C.R. 5022 
Stephen BN, Adcock, et al., MiG Rs. 
Clementine Fish, et al., MeO oRe 
Maggie Johnston, et al., M.C.R. 
Bte nA. Fish, M.O,R,. 
Maué Hull, MO LR. 
Blijah A. Posey, et al., M.G.R. 
Yanoy A. Posey, M.G,R. 
Maney I. Null, M.O.R. 
Reosesetie Cherry, et al., M,.O,R. 
Lula Reardon, et al., M.C.R. 








W.W.M, eeree? ° 


These @pplications were made under the provision of the act 


Of Congress of June 28, 1898 {30 State., 495) whioh is as follows; 


"Said Commi ssion shall have authority to determine the 

ty of Choctaw Indians Claiming rights in the Choctaw 
lands under article fourteen of the treaty between the United 
States and the Chootaw Wation, cone Inded September twent 
Seventh, eighteen hundred and thirty, and to that end may ad- 
minister Oaths, examine witnesses and all other acts 


necessary thereto and make tary of the 
Interior,# 


therefore the Opinion of this Commission that the 
® insufficient to determine the identity of Henry 
Sarah Mathis, Walter Glenn Mathis, Lizzie Harger, Lawrence 
Clarence Harger, Darven Harger, Warner W. Mathis, Andrew 
Sallie Nichols, Lorena Nichols, Oliver K. Posey, Oliver K. 

Jr., Isaiah T. Posey, Bulah £, Posey, Gracev M, Posey, Dovey 

¥y, Henry H, Posey Clarence Posey, Claudie Posey, Sarah Btta 

Larva V. Moore, Ollie Franklin Moore, Elvin winslow Moore, 

» Dear, Minnie Lenora Dear, William Leonard Dear, Zulah Dear, 
Andrew Wesley Dear, Josie Dear, Susan Ettie McKinley, Homer He 
McKinley, William é. Posey, Mattie L, Cates, Mansel Cates, Penola vy. 

Magnus McDouga 1, Maggie 
ndol, Jessie Kuykendol, 
Stephen N. 
h, Grover 
» Mamie Myrt Maggie Mamie Johnston, 
Pearl Johnston, Willie Jobnston, btephen A» Fish, Maud Hull, Blijah 
A.» Posey, Elbert G. Posey, Seburn L. Posey, Mary A, Posey, Sarah V. 
Posey, Thomas A, Posey, Marion F. Posey, Walter tL. Posey, Charles W. 
Posey, Josey BE, Posey, Leroy McQ Posey, Yanoy A, Posey, Nanoy I. 
Null, Rosezet ie Cherry, ArthurmLee Cherry Roy Cherry Maggie 
Taabelle inhie Frances Cherry Reardon, Sames Reardon 


and that the applications for 
refused, and it is BO ore 





You are further advised that you will be allowed fifteen days 
from the date hereof within which to file arguments in this office, 





v. Vv. M, enna, 


and that at the expiration of said time, the papers in the case te- 
gether with such arguments will be forwarded to the Secretary of the 
Interior through the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 


Respectfully, ..° 
‘AE 5 Mie ge re Ky Pi =e 


Registered. 








M,C.R, 5657. 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, December 11, 1905. 


Warner ¥, Mathin, 

Altus, Arkansas. 
Dear Sixt 

You are hereby notified that on the 30th day of Noven- 

ber, 1803, the Secretary of the Interior affirmed the deoision 
of this Comission refusing the applications for identification 
as Midsissippi Chodtawe of the several persons included in the 
eonsolidated case of Honmry N. Posey ot al., of which decision 
you were advised by Yesistered mail on the 15th day of April, 
3205», fe oe 


\" Rempeottully, 








F For Identification as a Mississippi Choctaw, 


Dut MAY 21 1909 
pe Yame Marre ~_W. Mathis 
Bdge 22 ~ Blood Soret eon. Ne 
Post-Office, Obi di SEAR. 
Father ice. Vices - 
Mother dae gh eo Z: 
ae through Wrpecha yp 


Children 




















nt of the et 
Comnit fon te the Fite Bene ’ Tribes, 
juahiges I, T., May 2iet, 1962. 


#0638. 


In the matter ef the pplication of Andrew yathis for the 
identification ef himsel? as a Mississippi Choctaw, 


kL. P. Hudsen attorney for applicant, 


Andrew Mathis being first duly sworn testified as follews: 
Examination by the Commission, 


What is yous name? A Mathis. 
What is your age? A ywenty—ohe . 
you marrie A Wo sir, 
is your post-effice address? A Altus, Arkansas, 
How Jeng areid yeu. Javed at Altus? A «It mast be about five 
think, — 
a aia Live before that? A Spadra. 
Have yeu jean lived/in Arkansas? (A Yes sir, 
* aS ry Yos gir. 
our father's name? 
Ur mother's name? A Sdrah Mathis, 
which parent, father er mother? A Mother, 
od de yo claim? A Suppose about a pine 


q 
‘ 


orities or the United 
ory? A Wet that r 


A We sir, 
Is your name on any of re tribal rells of the Choctaw Nation 
in Indian Territory? 3 that I know of, 
Have you ever made apflication for c igenshin in +» hoe 
Ped : Ww Uribal authorities? A No sir, 





©) & Bana 


Lieation te the Commission to the Five 
the act of Congress of June 10, 1896, 
Choeotw Nation? A Haye not, 
merere that have ever made either te 

t 


e 


Chectaw al authorities fer citi- 
fen? <A Yes sir. 


te oitizenship authorities, « 
ties beg ins waitea States authori tiecr 


y 





as a Choetaw rndian or.@ne 9, 


#2, 


A We sir. 

Q Deo yeu now come before the Commission te be identified as a 
Mississippi Choctaw claiming under article furteen of the 
treaty of 1830? A Yes sir, 

Q understand that article of that treaty? A Den't know as 

do. 


In the year 1830 the United States government made an 
effort to get all the Choctaw Indians to go frem that old 
Choctaw Nation cast of the Mississippi river te the Choctaw 
Nation, yndian Territory. They realized that the tndians 
could not be protected in the states of Mississippi and Ala- 
bama where the 014 Choctaw Nation was located because of the 
assertion of the principal of State Rights which caused the 
legislatures of these states te be hostile to the Indians 
that lived there, so they endeavored to get the wnsent of the 
Indians te go te the ceuntry west of the Mississippi river, 
the Territory ewned by the government, by having them sign a 
treaty or agreement to go. About six thousand Indians refused 
te sign this treaty and refused to go to the Choctar Nation, 
Indian Territory. In order to protect the Interests of those 
Indians article fourtcen was drafted and put into the treaty 
of 1850 and then the treatywas signed and later it was rati- 
fied. It reads as follows: 


"Bach Choctaw head of a family being desirous to remain 
and become a citizen of the states shall be permitted te 
do so, by signifyinghis intention to the Agent within 

six months from the ratification of this treaty, and he 

or she shall thereupon be entitled to a reservation of 

one sectien of six hundred and forty acres of land, to be 
beunded by sectional lines of survey; in like manner 

shall be entitled to one half that quantity for each un- 
married child which is living with him over ten years of ‘ 
age; and a quarter sectien to such child ag may be under \ 
ten years of age, to adjoin the location of the parent, 

If theyreside wpon said lands intending to beceme citi- 
zens of the states for five years after the ratification 
of this treaty, in that case, a grant in fee simple shall 
issue; said reservation shall inelude the present im- 
provement of the head of the family, or a portion of it. 
Persohs who claim under this article shall not lese the 
privilege of a Choctaw citizen but if they ever remove 

are not entitled to any pértien of the Choctaw anmity." 





De you understand that article? ATI believe t do, 

What is the name of your ancestor tha you claim your right to 
be identified under? A Warren Posey.is as far back as I can 
go. 

Your grandfather? A Yes sir, 

How much Choctaw bleod did he have? A TI couldn't say. 

What was his wife's name? A Sarah Posey I believe, 

Was she a white woman? A She was. 





#3. 


©& © L222 L020 Le 


Did Warren Posey Live in wissiasippi or Alabama in the old Shoo- 
taw Nation? A Gouldn't say, 

Can you give the nam of any ancestor who lived in the old Choo- 
taw Nation in Mississippi or Alabama in 1830 and Wag. the head 
of a.family there then? A I ean not, 

How old would Warren Posey be if living now? A Conldn't aay. 
Your mother has made application te be identified ag a Mississ- 
ippi Choctaw hasn't she? A I believe sé, yes sir, 

Her name is Sarah Mathis? A Yes sir, 

Did she ewer live in Mississippi or Alabama? A I don't know 
as she did, 

Where was she born? A Tennessee. 

And from Tennessee she went wherd? A Arkansas, 

And is living in Arkansas now? A Yes sir. 

Did Warren Posey speak the Choctaw language or have a Choctaw 
Indian name? A £ gents mow, 

Did any of your Choctaw ancestors own any improvements en land 
in Mississippi or Alabama in 1830? A Not that I know of, 

Did any of your Choctaw ancestors, within six months after the 
ratification of the treaty of 1836, go to the United States T+ 


dian ra go Colonel Ward, and tell him they wmted to stay in 
3 


Wi ssi ssipp take land there and become citizens of the states? 
I don't know, 

Did any ef your Choctaw ancestors own any land or claim 

land in Mississippi or Alabama under article fourteen of the 
treat y of 1830? A I @n'tt know, 

Did you ever hear that any of them complied in any way with 


article fourteén of the treaty? A Not that I know of, 


In 1837, by an act of (Congress approved warch 3rd of 
that year, and th 1842, by an act a proved Angust 23rd of 
that year, Commissions were appointed which went to Mississ- 
ippi and heard claimants under article fourteen ef the treaty 
of Dancing Rabbit creek, andmade diets of names of all Indians 
Who appeared before eah one of ¢ respeatively. The reasen 
why these Commi was because ef the 

he old Choctaw Natien in 

that they had attempted 

e treaty 

of 1830, before Colonel Ward, Indian within the time 
limited by thet article, but that Gofonel Ward neglected te 
put their names upon his list known. as Ward's Register. His 
negligence in this matter caused a g0od many Indians who head 
land in the old Chootaw Nation to lose both their land and the 





imprevements upon it; both were taken from them by the gevern+ 
mené and sold at its public land s aleg, 





De you know if any of your Choctaw ancestors appeared before 
either of tiese two Commissiona, theone of 1837 or the one of 
1842, and olaimed any benefits ag Choctaw Indians under article 
fourteen of that treaty? A I don't know. 


The aet of Congress approved August 23, 1842, provided: 
That if any Choctaw tndian proved his claim under artiele 
fourteen of the trea y of 1830, if it also further appeared 





seraieh Releereraeecy vehén frp Dix gad ooh, 


A pots ot 
e enti Ne seleet land either Mi dy 

Arkanses, and that he should rece ve 
certificate or poe te that effect. 


Did any ef your Choctaw ancestors receive any su¢eh serip from iy ag 
the government? A. Net that I know of, ve 
Have you amy other evidence thet you want to intreduwe at the 
present time? 


Here Le Pe Hudson attorney for applicant, asks Leave’ 
to. file written evidence in support of this claim "within thir 
ty days. 


Motion allowed. 


* 
oY 
a 
vie 


Q@ De you speak the Choctaw language? A I donrt know, 
, By L, P. Hudson: 


Mr. Mathis, you say that your mother’s name wes Sereh Mathis? 
Yes sir. 

Whatwas her maiden mame¥ A Sarah Posey, 

Is she a sister to oliver K. Posey? -A She is. 

And ber father’s name wes Warren Posey? A Yes sir, 

Have you.ever heard her say anything about having an ancestor 
who came from. wississippi by the name of Jinnie Ann Byde? 

I' believe I hayé. 

Your mother has appeared before the Commi ssion has she? 
Yes-sir, 

And you are depending upen the evi abies in her case and the case, 
of 0 Bexey K, Posey fer the, evidente in your case are you not? 
Yes sir 

You know nothing ef this Finnie Ann Byde except’ yeu have. ard 
your méther sper of her as an ancestor of yours A That's 
all, 


t 
3 
r 
" 
\ 
4), 


o> 2>ear POLO >L 


the Commission: 


Do you want te have your case consolidated with the cases: of 
other relatives claiming through the s amé @ mmon ancestor, and 
the case of Oliver K. Posey, MC R 5271? .A Yes sir. 


The cage of Oliver K. Posey, M-C R 6271 is here re- 


This applicant has the appearance and physical charaec~ 
teristics ef being & scended from white parentage, has blue 
eyes, brown hair, medium dark complexion, he has no knowledge 
ef the Choctaw lahguage and no knowl of the campliance en 
the part ef his ancestors with any of the provisions of arti- 
ele fourteen ef the treaty of 1830. 


OR FE IES 











at 
” 
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M.0.R. 6638 
COPY. 


Muskogee; Indim Territery, April 15, 1905. 


Andrew Mathis, 
Altus, Arkansas. 
Dear Sir: 

You are hereby advised that on the 15th day of April, 1903, 
the Commission to the Five Givilised Tribes, rendered a decision in 
the consolidated case of Henry HN. Posey, et al., embracing the fol- 
lowing applications for identification as Mississippi Chootaws: 


Henry HN. Posey, M.CsR,, 5618 
Sarah Mathis, et al.; M.@. Rs 5276 
Ligeaie Harger, et al., M.0.R. 5639 
Warner W. Mathis, M.GcR. 5637 
Andrew Mathis, M.0.Rs. 6638 
Saliie Nichols, et al., M.C.R. 5640 
Oliver K. Posey, et al., M.O.R.s 5272 
Barah Btta eat 4, = al., vote, Ne 
Mary V. Dear . fide, s0.Re 5S 

Busan Ettie Mokiniey: et al., *-0TR 56035 
William C. Posey)» M.G.R, 6604 


ace Yattje be Bates, et al., Ms OR. 8599 
mo. s Gates, 4 ‘ Me Re 5600 
Mary McDougal, et Ble; MAS PS 4960 
Maggie Kuykendel, ‘et al., M,C.R. 5020 
Alva MeDougal, : M,O.R. 502) 
Homer #. sdorgst, et al., M.0.R.” 
Stephen N. Adeosk, et al., M.G.R.1 4970 
Clementine Fish, et a1., M.C.R. 8016 
Maggie Johnsten, et al., M.G.R, 8017 
Stephen A. Fish, M.0.R. 5038 
Maud Hull, M.CO.R. 6019 
Blijeh A. Popey, et al., 











= A i i 

Rahtisitin wa, | eek Bes 
6 rry, et al. M.C.R. 5606 

Lule Rearden, et'al., M.C.R. 5620. 
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These applications were made under the provision of the act 


of Congress of June 28, 1898 (30 Stats., 495) which is as follows; 


“Said Commission shall have authority to determine the 
identity of Choctaw Indians Claiming rights in the Choctaw 
lands under article fourteen of the treat; between the United 
States and the Choctaw Nation, concluded September twenty=- 
Seventh, eighteen hundred and thirty, and to that end may ad- 
minister Oaths, estamine witnesses and perform all other acts 
nenessary thereto and make report to the Secretary of the 
Inte rior." 


Said decision concludes as follows: 


“It is therefore the opinion of this: Commission that the 
evidence herein igs insufficient to determine the identity of Henry 
N. Posey, Sarah Mathis, Walter Glenn Mathis, Lizzie Harger, Lawrence 
Harger, Clarence Harger, Darven Harger, Warmer W. Mathis, Andrew 
Mathis, Sallie Fichols, Lorena Nichols, Oliver x, Posey, Oliver K. 
Posey, Jr., Isaiah 7, Pose;, Bulah x. Posey, Gracey M, Posey, Dovey 
MN. Posey, Henry H, Posey, Clarence Posey, Claudie Posey, Sarah Etta 
Moore, Laura V. Moore, Ollie Franklin Moore, Elvin Winslow Moore, 
Mary ¥, Dear, Minnie Lenora Dear, Willian Iaonard Dear, Zulah Dear, 
Andrew Wesley Dear, Josie Dear, Susan Ettie MoKiniley, Homer H, 
NeKinley, William &. ttde Mansel Cates, Penole v. 
Cates, Mary McDougal, us McDougal, Maggie 
Kuykendol, Tyre Jessie Kuykendol, 

T Stephen N, 
’ ’ liie ish, Grover 
Myrtle Fish Johnston, Mamie Johnston, 
Pearl Johnston, Willie Johnston, Stephen a> Fish, Meud Hull, Elijah 
+ Posey, Elbert G, bola? Bercy ed ery WEREeT a poet Baran ¥. 
ae Weer we . Bey; er LZ. |Pose arles W. 
Tala: eens vag Marey McQ Pos Pasey, Hanoy I. 

’ erry, Arthur lee Che Cherry, Maggie Isa- 
James Reardon and 
ts in the Choctaw 

of the treaty of 
ns for their 
80 ordered.* 


@ further advised that you will be allowed fifteen 
days from the date hereof within which + 





o Tite ®rguments in this 


Office, and that at the expiration of said time, the papers in the 





oe 
ease together. with such arguments wilhl be forwarded to the Secretary) 
af the Interior through the Gamisgioher of Yadian Affairs. |) 


Respectfully, 


(SIGNED) 








M.9.R. 5638, 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, December 11, 1905. 


You are hereby notified that on the 30th day of Nova 
ber, 1908, the Secretary of the Interior affirmed the decision 
of this Commission refusing the applications for identification 
ag Mississippi. Choctaws of the several persons included in the 
consolidated dase of Hemry N. Posey et al., of which decision 
you were advised by registered mail on the 15th day of April, 
1903, 


Respestfully, 


rn nnn mn det inate 


/ 


Ohaixrman. 








BONS 
For Identification as a Mississippi Choctaw. | 
Date MAY 21 OZ 


Name lOvid Hee Nathre ¢ 


Age a. f Blood Vo, 


Post-Office, 2lTas ; Ou, 
Father: eel 5 z2 
Mother: SOS ae om L. 


Claims through VMietha,— 





Stenographer LQG Me 





Choctaw MCR 56397 
Lizzie Harger 
See MCR 56/8 








ata 


jon te: Five Givilized tribes. 
ome, I, Ti, May Sieh, L9@8, 


wo ome = - eS O Qe = oo ope 


In the matter of the applioatter of Ligeie Harger for the 
identification of herself and her three miner ¢hildren, Lawrence, 
Clarenee andDarven Harger, as Mississippi Chectaws. 


L. PB, Hudson attorney for applicants. 


Ligzie Harger being first duly eworn testified as fellows! 


Examination by the Commission: 


What is your name? A Lizzie Harger, 
What'is your age? A Twenty-four. 
Arexyou married? A Yes sir. 
ere apply for anybody besides yeurself? A Three childrei. 
Hat. de your poet office address? A Altus, Arkansas, 
Haye you always lived in Arkansas? A Yes sir, 
‘How lone haye you lived in Altus? A Seven years. 
is. your father living? A Yes sir. 
In your wother living? A Yes sir. 
ie .yeur father's name? A John Mathis, 
What is your mother's name? A. Sarah Mathis. 
Do you claim read our mother? A Yes sir, 
How mich Choctaw blood do you claim? A One-sixteenth, 
Has your mot ever been rec Zed as a Choctaw Indian or @n+ 
rolled as.one the Choctaw. tribal authorities er the United 
States authorities. in yndiar Territo A No sir, 
What, is your husband's name A’. Nathan Farger. 
Is he living? A Wo sir, 
Was he a white man? A Yep sir, 
Give me the name of the oldest child? A Lawrence Harger., 
How old is he? <A Seven years, 
And the next? A Clarence Harger. 
How old? A Five. 
The next? A Darvon 'Harger. 
How old is parven? A Three. 
Are these all boys? A Yessir. 
You gay your husband ien't living now? A Ne sir, he's dead. 
These children are Living with you at heme? A Yes sir, 
Ts your name or the names of your minor . @ren en any ef the 
tribal rells of the Choctaw Nation in the Indian Territory? 


DODO SOLOLHLLOLLOLOE 








BPPLOLODOHOL OOD 





Ne sig, 

Have yen ever mde application for yeurgelf and qahildren te the 
Choctaw tribal rtd way in Indian Territory? “A. Ne sir, 
Have you ever ot et enroll youreslf and dhildren as Choctaw 
Indians by rene of Sune 10, 1808? $e, the Dawes Commission under the 
act. of Oteer eal of June 10 A’ No sir. 

Q BHave you ever made a id Pn no any authority whatever pre- 
vious to this presen ber series for\yeurself and ehildren for 
citizenship in the Chooter watien? A. No sir, 

Is it your purpose now to come before the Commission to identify 
yourself and these children as Mississippi Choctaws? A Yes sir 
Do you claim under article fourteen of the treaty of 1830? 

Yes sir, 

What is the meaning of thet treaty, de you know? A TI don't 
know that I do. 


The treaty was made by the government with the Choctaw 
tribe for the purpose of removing the Choctaw Indians who 
livedin the 014 Chootay wation to :the Choctaw Nation, Indian 
Territory. The government realized that they could not pro- 
tect the Indians in the states of Mississippi and Alabama 
where the old Wation was then in existence, because of the 
doctrine of State Rights which militated asainst the rights 
of the tndians whenever the legislatures of the states went 
to make laws which were not favorable to the Choctaw Indians, 
so thy endeavored to get the consent of the Indians to re~ 
move by the treaty. This treaty was not signed by the Indians 
until after a provision was put into it which was intended te 
protect the yndians who refused to gomto the Choctaw yation 
under the cerrral provisions of the treaty. That article is 
as follows: 


"Hach Choctaw head of a family being desirous to remain 
and become a citizen of the states shall be permitted te 
do so, by signifying his intention to the Agent within 
six months efter the ratification of this treaty, and he 
or she shall thereupon be entitled to a reservation of 
one section of six hundred and forty acres of land, to be 
bounded by sectional lines of survey ; in like manner 
shall be entitled to one half that quantity for each un- 
married child which is living with him over ten years of 
age; and a quarter section to such child as may be under 
ten years of age, to adjoin the loagtion of the parent. 
If theyr-eside upen said lands intending to become oiti-~ 
zens of the states for sate yeere BE ter the bbe aly ages, 
of thig = e at: g mr 3 
issue; said r eservation shalt ing ude the presen in 
provement of the head of the family, or a portion of it. 
Persons who claim under this article shall not loge the 
privilege of a Choctaw citizen but if they ever remove 
are not entitled to any portion of the Choctaw annuity." 





e 


Did any of your Choctaw ancestors comply with the provisions of 
that article? Do yeu know? A I don't know. 

What is the name of your ancestor that you claim your right te 
be identified through? A Warren Posey. 





% Posey hie wife? . A Yes, sir, 
Was ghe a te women? “A Yeu.eir. »*” i 

What relation is Warren Posey by yo & Grandfather . 

Did he ever live in Missisutp OF Alaban A 'T @on't. know, 
Can you give the name of on & ‘otew ancestor who. livea in _ 
Mississippi or Alabama in + ela Nation in 1830. and was 
the head of @ family thera then? A. don't know, ° , 
What relation is Oliver K, Posey te you? A Unele, 


Do you want to refer to his case and make it @ part. of your own? f 


Yes gir. 
You would like to have your case consolidated with others under 
the case of Oliver K. Posey et al.,? A Yes sir, © 


That ca se is here referred to, No. 5271, for the 
purpose of consolidation, 


in Missfssippi or Alabama in 1830? don't know, 
Did any of your Choctaw ancestors own land or claim any 
land in Mississippi or Alabama in the old Choctaw Nation under 
article fourteen of the treaty of 18307 A I don't know, 

them go from that old Choctaw Nation east of the 
Mississippi river to the Choctaw Nation west of the Mississippi 
river with the other Indians? A I don't know, 
Did any of your Choctaw ancestors, within six months after the 
ratification of the treaty of 183 » £9 to the United States In- 
dian Agent, Colonel Ward, and tell him that they wanted to stay 
in Mississippi, take land there and become citizens of the 
states? A I don't know, 


Did my of your Choctaw ancestors own any improvements on land 
A 
any 


The Choctaw. Indians who remained in the old Choctaw Na- 
tion in Missisgippi and Alabama after the treaty of 1830 was 
ratified were required, if they wanted to take advantage of 
article fourteen-of that treaty, to go to the United States 
Indian Agent, Colonel Ward, within six months from the ratifi- 
cation of the treaty, and tell him that they wanted to stay 
in Mississippi, take land there and become citizens of the 
states. A great many Choctaw Indians did this whose names 
Colonel Ward negléeted to put upon his list known as Ward's 
Register. His neglect to do so caused @ great many Indians 
who had land in the old Choctaw Nation upen which they had 
improvements, to lose both their land and their  ¢ agreed 
the government took them from them and gold them at its public 
land sales, This caused so many ®m@plaints with the Indians 
that finally, through acts of Congress, Comnissiong were ap- 
pointed--one in 1837 and another in 1842--and these’ Comnis- 





aneard claimants under article 





fourteen of the treaty of 1830. 


Now did any of your Choctaw ancestors before either 6f these 
Commissions and claim any benefits as Choctaw Indians under 

that artiele of that treaty? Ai don't know, 

Did any of your Choctaw ancestors receive any serip from the 
government which entitled them to select land in other states or 
in Mississippi to take the Place of land which they had formerly 





#4. 


held in the 014 Cheeta Nation and which the government had 


oy BB, 2BARP F Meee tees oe foe oe 

igo Rave you tny further ¢vi ence: teat you want Xo sWhakt now? . 
Here Le Ps Hudsom, attorney: for applicant, azks leave 
to file written evidence in support of this application within 
thirty daya. NSM 


Motion granted. 


goths. serip Yam a : » Angidieh af Dongrtae approved August”. 


—Q To you speak the Choctaw language? A Wo sir. 
By L. P. Hudson: 


Mrs. Harger you are a sister of Andrew Mathis are you not? 

Yes sir, , 

And your mother was a sister of Oliver K. Posey's? A Yep sir. 
Have you ever heard your mother speak of having an shonaser af 
the name of Sinnte Ann Byde Whp was o resident of Minsts ppt 
Yes sir, 

The tradition in the family is that she was your ancestor is it? 
Yes sir, 


This applicant has the appearance and physical charas- 
teristics of being descended from white parentage, brown eyes, 
medium dark complexion, brown hair, she doesn't understand the 
Choctay language and has no knowledge of the compliance an the 
part of her ancestors with any ef the provisions of article 
fourteen of the treaty of 1830. 


eed 


Alpert G. Mowillan, ‘being first duly sworn, states that as 
stenographer to the Commission to’ the Five Civilized Tribes he re- 
ported the proceedings had in the above entitled cause on the 21st 
day of Ya, 1902, end that the above and foregoing is a full, true 
and correct transcript of his stenographic notes taken in said 
cause on said date. 
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C Levi ik, Pt SS Atin, AU™mN 
Notary Public. 
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M.C.R. 5639 
COPY. 


Muskogee , Indian Territory, April 16, 1903. 


Lissie Harger, 
Altus, Arkansas. 
Dear Madam: 

You are hereby advised that on the 15th day of April, 1903 
the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes rendered a decision in 
the consolidated caso of Henry N. Posey, et al., embracing the fol- 
lowing applications for identification as Mississippi Choctaws: 


Henry N. Posey, M.C.R. 5618 
Sarah Mathis, et al., M.C.Re 5276 
Lizzie Harger, et al., M.C.R. 5639 
Warner W. Mathis, M.O.R. 5637 
Andrew Mathis, M.C.R. 5638 
Ballie Nichois, et al., M.C.R. 5640 
Oliver K. Posey, ot al., M.C.Re 6272 
Sarah Btta Moore, et al., M.C.R. 5602 
Mary Ve. Dear, et Bley M.C.R. 5601 
Susan Ettie MoKinley, et al., M.C.R. 5603 
William C. Posey, M.C Rp. 5604 
Mattie L. Cates, et al., M.C.R. 8699 
Penola ¥V. Cates, M.CO.R. 5600 
Mary MoDougal, et al,, M.C.R. 4969 
Maggie Kuykendel, et al., M.C.R. $020 
Alva McDougal, M.C.R. 6022 
Homer H. MoDougal, et al., M.C.R. 5022 
Stephen N. Adpook, st al., M.C.Re 4970 
Clementine Bish, et al., M.CsR. 5016 
Maggie Johnston, et al., M.C.R. 5017 
Stephen A. Fish, M.O.R. 6018 
Maud Hyll, M.sC.R, 5019 
Biijah A. Posey, et al., M.0.R. 5613 
Yaney A. Posey, M.C.R. 5617 

suit; M.E5R, 8608 
Rosesetie Cherry, et al., M.O.R. 5606 
Tula Reardon, et al., M.C.R. 5620 
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These applications were made under the provision of the act 
of Congress of June 28, 1898 (30 Stats., 495) which is as follows: 


"Said Commission shall have authority to determine the 
identity of Choctaw Indians claiming rights in the Choctaw 
lands under article fourteen of the treaty between the United 
States and the Choctaw Fation, concluded September twenty- 
seventh, eighteen hundred and thirty, and to that end May afi- 
minister oaths, examine witnesses and perform all other acts 
necessary thereto and make report to the Secretary of the 
Interior." 


Said decision concludes as follows: 


"It is therefore the opinion of this Oommission that the 

evidence herein ie insufficient to determine the identity of Henry 

+ Posey, Sarah Mathis, Walter Glenn Mathis, Lizzie Harger, Lawrence 
Harger, Clarence Harger, Darven Harger, Warner W. Mathis, Andrew 
Mathis, Sallie Nichols, Lerena Bichols, Oliver K. Posey, Oliver K. 
Posey, Jr., Isaiah T. Posey, Bulah HE. Posey Gracey K. Posey, Bovey 
M. Posey, Henry H. oes Clarence Posey, Claudie Posey, Sarah Ette 
Moore, Laura V. Moore, dite Franklin Moore, Elvin Winslow Moore, 
Mary V. Dear, Minnie Lenora Dear, William Leonard Dear, Zulah Dear, 
Andrew Wesley Dear, Josie Dear, Susan Ettie McKinley, Homer H. 
UcKinley, William ¢. Posey, Mattie L. Cates, Mansel Cates, Penola V. 
Cates, Mary McDougal, Frank F. MoDougal, Magnus McDougal, Maggie 
Kuykendol, Tyre Kuykendol, Willie May Kuykendol, Jessie Kuykendol, 
Alva MoDougal, Homer H. McDougal, Nancy Bllen McDougal, Stephen N¥. 
Adsook, John Pinkney Adcock, Clémentine Fish, Willie Fish, Grover 


CYeveland Fish, Mamie Myrtle Fish Maggie Johnston, Mamie Johneten, 


Pearl Johnston, Willie Johnaton, btep mn A. Fish, Maud Hull, Elijah 
A. Posey, Elbert G. Posey, Seburn L. Posey, Mary A. Posey, Sarah Vv. 
Posey, Thomas A. Posey, Marion F. Posey, Walter lL. Posey, Charles W. 
Posey, Josey F. Posey, Leroy MoQ Posey, Yancy A. Posey, Nancy I. 

Null, Rosezetie Cherry, Arthur Lee Cherry, Roy Cherry, Maggie 
Isabelle Cherry, Minnie Pranoces Cherry, Lula Reardon, James Reardon 
and Charles Reardon as Choctaw Indians entitled to rights in the 
Choctaw lands under the provisions of said article fourteen of the 
treaty of eighteen hundred and thirty, and that the applications for 
their identification as such should be refused, and it is so ordered." 


You sre further advised that you will be allowed fifteen 





days from the date hereof within which to file arguments in this 
office, and that at the expiration of said time, the papers in the 
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Dear Madam: 

You are hereby notified that on the 80th day of Hoven- 
ber, 1903, the Secretary of the Interior affirmed the decision 
of thie Commission refusing the applications for identification 
as Mississippi Chootaws of the several persons ineluded in the 
consolidated gase of Henry N. Posey ot al., of which deoision 
you were advised by registered mail on the 15th day of April, 
1903. 


Respeotfully, 


+ 


mionemt “Tame Bixby. 
Ghaixynan. 
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Department ef the 3 
Comission te the vive 


Muskogee, I, f o> Muy 
#8640 ers th) ns 


Im the matter of the applieation ef Sallie ge 50 for the 
identifieation of herself and her miner child, Lorena Withels, as 
Mississippi Chostars. 


L. P. Madsen attorney for applicant. 


Ballie Wichels being first duly sworn testified as follows: = 


Examination by the Commission: 


mah ig your name? A Sallie Wichols. 

married? A Yes sir, 
ree ve ehildren? A Have ene. 
‘What is yeur age? A Wineteen, 
‘What is reve post atte address? A _  Aitus, Arkansas. 
Have you ct eaves Arkansas? A Yos sir, 
Hew long Idon't know exactly; about five years . 
Is yeur > fucka 7 ay A Yes sir. 
And mother? A Yes sir. 
What is your father's nam? $A John Mathis. 
reg. is 408 mother's name? awn ee 

mo es sir. 

neat ee Bee Chectaw pred ot fue de you clain? A One-sixteenth I think. 
Has your mother ever been recozmized in any way or enrolled as 
& member of the Choetaw tribe ef Indians by the Chectaw tribal 
natner aioe  # she United States authorities in the Indian Ter- 
rite sir. 
What is your husband's name? A MBugene Wichols. 
Ie he living? A Yes gir, 
Is he a Cheetaw Indian or a white man? A Wo gir, he's a 


A Re sir. 
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Lorene Wichels. 
old is Lerena? Tew months eld. 

ou enly have this ene ehilad? A Yes sir. 

ot elaim for sata hay So and this enild? A Yes sir. 


wer 


ties Sik Teaion Te ob of 
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Have you ever made application for citizenship in the Choctaw 
Nation to the Dawes Commission under the act of Congress of June 
10, 1896 A Wo sir. 

Have youever before this applieation made to-day, appeared 
either before the Choctaw tribal authorities or the authorities 
of the United States to make application for citizenship in the 
Choctaw Nation? A Mo sir. 

And you have never been enrolled have you as a member of the 
Choctaw tribe of Indians by any authority whatever? 

Not that I kmew of. 

De you now come before this Commission to identify yourself and 
this child as Mississippi Choctaws claiming under article four- 
teen of the treaty of 1830? A Yes sir. 

De you understand that article? A Wo sir, 


The object of the treaty of 1830, which was between 
the United States government and the Choctaw Indians made at 
& place called Danoing Rabbit Creek in the state of Mississ- 
ippi on the 27th day of or ohare of that year 1850, was to 
remove all the Choctaw Indians from that old Choctaw Nation to 


the Choctaw Nation, Indian rerritory. At least six thousand 
Indians refused te go under the treaty to the Cheetaw Nation, 
Indian Territory, and before the treaty was signed, in order 

to protect the interests of those Indians, article fourteen 

was drafted and put inte the trea y of 1830. That article was 

xr the protection of Mississippi Choctaws and reads as fol- 
ows! 


"Each Choctaw head of a family being desirous to remain 
and become a citizen of the states shall be permitted to 
do so, by signifying his intention to the Agent within 
six months from the ratification of this treaty, and he 
or she shall thereupon be entitled to a reservation of 
one section of six hundred and forty acres of land, to be 
bounded by sectional lines of survey; in like manner 
shall be entitled to one half that quantity fer each un- 
married child which is living with him over ten years of 
age; and a quarter section to such child as may be under 
ten years of age, to adjoin the location of the parent. 
If they reside upon said lands intending to become citi- 
zens of the states for five years after ther atification 
of this treaty, innthat case, a grant in fee simple shall 
issue; said reservation shall include the present im- 
provement of the head of the family, or a portion of it. 





Q 
Q 


Q 


Persons who claim under this article shall not lose the 
privilege of a Choctaw citizen but if they ever remove 
are not entitled to any portion of the Choctaw annuity." 


De you think you understand that now, well enough to claim under 
it, that article? A Yes sir, 

What is the name of your ancestor through whom you claim your 

xague to be identified as a Mississippi Choctaw? A Warren 
osey. 

Did he or any of your Choctaw ancestors comply or attempt to 
comply in any way with article fourteen of that treaty? 





$ 
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Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
4. 
A 
Q 


Vet that I know of, 

How old weuld Warren Posey be if living new? A I doen't know. 
What relation was he to you? A My grandfather. 

Hew much Choetaw blood did he have? A I don't know. 

What was his wife's name? <A Sarah Posey. 

Was she a white woman? A Yes sir. 

De you know whether Warren Posey elaimed threugh his father or 

mother? A I don't know. 

Did he live in Mississippi in 1830, or in Alabama? A I don't 
You don't know of the name of any Choctaw ancestor who lived in 
the o1d4 Choctaw Nati on in 1830 and was the head of & family 
there then? A Neo sir. 

You claim through your mother de you not? A Yes sir, 

She has made application to be identified as a Mississippi Choo- 
tew has she? A Yes sir. 

Are you related to Oliver K. Posey? A Yes sir, 

What relation i# he to you? A by unele, 

La = made application has he not, as & Mississippi Choctaw? 
es sir. 

Would you like to refer to his case and have it made a part of 
your own application? A Yes sir. 


The case of Oliver K. Posey, MC R 5271, is here referred 
to for the purpose of conselidation. And also other cases of 
relatives of this applicant claiming through the same commen 
ancestor. 


Did amy of your Choctaw ancestors own any land or claim any land 
in the old Choctaw Nation in Mississippi or Alabama under arti- 
ele fourteen of the treaty of 1830? A I don't know. 

Did any ef your Choctaw ancestors own any improvements on land 
in Mississippi er Alabama in 18307 A I don't know. 

Did any of them go from that old Choctaw Nation toe the Choctaw 
Nation west of the Mississippi river with the other Indians be- 
tween 1833 and 1838? A T den't know. 

Did any of your Choctaw ancestors within six months from the 
ratification of the treay of 183, ge to the United States In- 
dian Agent, Colonel Ward, and tell that they wanted to stay 
in Mississippi, take land there and become eitizens of the 
states? A I don't know. 


The Indians who stayed in the old Choctaw Nation in 
Mississippi and Alabama after the treaty of 1830 was ratified, 
refusing to go te the Chectaw Nation under the treaty of 1830, 
with the ether Indians, were repr if they wanted to take 

r 





n of the treat y of 1830, to go to 





advantage of article fourtee! 

the United States India Agent, Colonel Ward, within six 
months from the ratification of the treaty of 1830, and tell 
him that they wmted to stay in Mississippi, take land there 
and become citizens of the states. A great many Choctaw In- 
dians did this whose names Colenel Ward neglected to put upon 
his list known as Ward's Register. His heglect to @ s@ 
caused a good many Indians who had land in Mississippi and 





Alabame to los¢ both their lands and imprevements upon it; 
they were both taken from them and gold by the government at 
its public lend sales. This caused so many complaints among 
the ctwr Indians that.in 1837, as well as in 1842, Con- 
gress appointed Commissions under different aets of be ess, 
which went to Mississippi and heard claimants under article 
fourteen of the treaty of 1830. 


Did any of your Choctaw ancestors go before either of these two 

Commissions and claim any benefits as Choctaw Indians? 

I don't know. 

Did any of them receive any scrip from the govermment which en- 

abled them to select land either in Mississippi, Alabana, 

Louisiana or Arkansas, te take the place of land which they had 
formerly held in Mississippi and which had been taken from | 

them and sold by tha goverment? A I don't know. 

De you speak the Choctaw language? A No sir. 

Have you any other evidence that you want to submit now? 


Here L. P. Hudson, attorney for i ert asks leave 
y 


to file further evidence dn this ease within thirty days. 


By attorney Hudson: 


Q Mrs. Nichols, what relatives of yours have appeared here this 
morning for laentification? A My sister and two brothers. 

Q Well, give their names? A Ligsie Harger. 

Q Andyouwr brothers? A VWarter Mathis and Andrew yathis. 

"Q Your mother alse appesx ed before this Commission about a month 
ago? A Yes sir, 
Ricans ask you how your mother is related to Oliver K. Posey? 

ster. 

State whether or not you know anything of an anocstor of yours 
by the name of Jinnie Ann Byde; if you ever heard it in the 
family? A Yes sir, I heard mother apeak of her. 

Q As an ancestor of hears? A Yes sir 

Q You don't know how she was related to you? A Wo sir. 


Statement by L. P. Hudson: 


I desire to offer as an Exhibit in this easeu the mar- 
riage license of J. @. Mathis to Sarah E. Posey, and ask that 
the same be made a part of the reeord in this cage and con- 
sidered with the fdllowing cases: Sarah H. Mathis, Andrew 
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By the Cenmmission: 
Marriage license of J. G@. Mathis to Sarah E, Posey re- 


ceived, filed, marked Exhibit "A" and filed with the record 
in this case, 


This applicant has the appearance and physioal ¢harae- 
teristics of being descended from white parentage, she has 
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M.C.R. 5640 
COPY, 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, April 15, 1903. 


Sallie Wichols, 
Altus, Arkansas. 
Deat Madam: 
You are hereby advised that on the 45th day of April, 1905, 
the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes rendered a decision in 
the consolidated case of Henry HN. Posey, et @le, embracing the fol- 


lowing applications for identification as Mississippi Chootaws: 


Henry ¥. Posey, = M.C.R. 5628 
Sarah Mathias, et al., M.C.R. 5876 
Lizzie Harger, et ai., M.C.F. 5639 
Warner W. Mathis, M.C.R. 5637 
Andrew Mathis, M.C.R. 8638 
Sallie Wichols, et al., M.C.Re. 3640 
Oliver K. Posey, et al., M.C.R. 5272 
Sarah Etta Moore, et al., M.C.R. 8602 
Mary V. Dear, et als, M.C.R. 5601 
Susan EttieMoKinley, et al., M.C.R. 5603 
William C. Posey, M.C.R. 5604 
- Mattie lee Cates, et ale, M.C.R. $599 
Penola V. Cates, M.C.R, 5600 
Mary McDougal, et al., M.C.R. 4969 
Maggie Kuykendol, et al., M.C.R. 5020 
Alva MoDougal, M.C.R. 5021 
Homer H. MeDougal, et al., M.C.R. 5022 
Stephen BW. Adecok, et al., M.C.R. 4970 
Clementine Fish, et el., M.C.R. 5016 
Maggie Johnston, et al., M.C.R. 5017 
Stephen A. Fish, M.C.R, 5018 
Maud Hull, ; M.C.R, 5019 
Blijah A. Posey, et al., M.CO.R. 5613 
Yaney As Posey, M.C,.R. $619 
+ Suit, M.C.R. 5605 
Rosezetie Cherry, et al., M.C.R. 5606 
Lula Reardon, et al., M.O.R. 5620, 














-2- 


These applications were made under the provision of the act 


of Congress of June 28, 1898 (30 Stats., 495) which is as follows: 


"Said Commissionshall have authority to determine the 
identity of Chootaw Indians olaiming rights in the Choctaw 
lands under article fourteen of the treaty between the United 
States and the Choctaw Nation, conoluded September twenty- 
seventh, eighteen hundres and thirty, and to that end may afi~ 
minister oaths, examine witnesses and perform all other acts 
necessary thereto and make report to the Secretary of the 
Interior,® 


Said decision concludes as follows; 


"It is therefore the oninion of this Commission that the 
evidence herein is insufficient to determine the identity of Henry 
We Posey, Sareh Mathis, Walter Glenn Mathis, Liazie Harger, Lawrence 
Harger, Clerence Rarger, Darven Harger, Werner W, Mathis, Andrew 
Mathis, Sallie Nichols, Lorena Nichols, Oliver x, Pesey, Oliver K. 
Posey, Jr., Isaieh T. Posey, Bulah F, Posey, Gracey M, Posey, Dovey 
M. Posey, Henry H. Posey, Clarence Posey, Claudie Posey, Sarah Etta 
Moore, Laura V. foore, Ollie Franklin Moore, Elvir Winslow Moore, 
Mary V. Dear, Minnie Lenora Dear, William Leonard Dear, Zulah Dear, 
Andre® Wesley Dear, Josie Dear, Susan Ettie MeKinley, Homer H. ‘ 
McKinley, Willicu ¢c, Posey, Mattie ZL. Cates, Mansel Cates, Penola Vv, 
Cates, Mary McDougal, Frank F. McDougal, Magnus McDougal, Maggie 
Kuykendol, Tyre Kuykendol, Willie May Kuykendol, Jessie Kuykendol, 
Alva McDougal, Homer H, McDougal, Nancy Ellen McDougal, Stephen N. 
Adoock, John Pinkney Adcock, @lomentine Fish, Willie Fish, Grover 
Cleveland Fish, Mamie Myrtle Fish, Maggie Tommston, Mamie Johnston, 
Pearl Johnston, Willie Johnston, Stephen A. Fish, Maud Hull, Elijah 
A. Posey, Eltert G. Posey, Seburn L. Posey, Mary A, Posey, Sarah V. 
Posey, Thomas A, Posey, Marion F. Posey, Walter lL. Poss, Charles ¥. 
Posey, Joney I. Posey, Leroy McQ Posey, Yanoy A. Posey, Nanoy I. 
Wull, Rosezetie Cherry, Arthur Lee Cherry, Roy Cherry, Mageie 
Isabelle Cherry, Minnie Frances Cherry, Lula Reardon, James Reardon 

ootay Indians entit ledto rights in the Choe- 
taw lands under the provisions of saia artiols fourteen 
of eighteen hundred and thirty, and that the applications 
identification as such should be refused, and it is so ordered.® 


You are further advised that you will 





Gays from the te hereof within which to file argiments in this 
office, and that at the expiration of gaid time, the pepers in the 





ease together with euch arguments wala be forwarded to the Seerstary 
of the Interior thr ough . the Camitasioner of Indian Affairs, 
Reapeetfully, 
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M.C.R. 5640, 
COPY. 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, Deoenber 11, 1903. 


You are hereby notified that on the 0th day of Novem 
ber, 1903, the Secretary of the Laterior affirmed the degision 
of this Commission refusing the applications for identification 
as Mississippi Chootaws of the several persons inoluded in the 


consolidated case of Hemry N. Posey, et al., of which decision 


you were advised by registered mail on the 15th day of April, 
1903, 


Respectfully, 


tNED) 








For Identification as a Mississippi Choctaw. 
<3 MAY 21 902. 
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a of. the Interior. 


the Five: Tribes. 
wT neeces, ac: cae, May 3 + 1902, 





In the matter qr ot the ap 
for the identi sieation of herself 
Clarenee Vanney, Clara Tanne eal 
Cheetaws 


John R. Thomas attorney for applicant. 


Zora Bramlett Vanney being first duly sworn teatified as 
fellows: 


Examination by the Commission: 


What is your nameY A Zora Bramlett Vanney. 
a old sre you? A ‘Twenty+six, 
_ * is post offiee adérens? A Pale, Pottewatemie Coun- 
"wg 
iw di have 4n Oklahome? . Three year. 
Where you Sve bet voters that? <A ion x 


where in Arkansas me: County. 
Is your father ster Hel sir. 
Is your mother Living? a gf, 


What was you father (jenn Braslett. 
Are there two T's in aa sir. 


What was ‘"s = da Hampton. 
That was a, ber maiden, name A thee ott 


De you Threagh you r mother? A YFather. 

be yen chain tew ae slain? t don't knew, 
Your ‘ther Sad greadvepreniue\uax were beth full 
bloods? A. 

What was your prandns ther? A Indian. 


PLLPLLLLHALLO LLO 





+e you slain? A We sir. 

; @n'¢ ‘you ever “figure it “out? We sir. 
yo proeky Mendon: Mi hay on Aherieen na Spey ag he 
a ) 0 aw 
authorities or the United States ties in the Indian 
De you ae Lake’ wie aah wher osu tele ‘and mothe married | 

re r were ry 
Gre. vita the Sette of ? their marriage with yeu? A Wo sir. 





Q 
q 
g 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
q 
Q 


You will be allowed reasenable time in which te intro- 
duce evidence of the marriage of your father and mother within 
thirty days. 


Are you married? A Yes sir, 

Your husband is living? A Yes sir. 

And is a white man or a Choctaw Indian? A White man. 

What is his name? A William B, Vannoy. 

You don't make any claim for him? A MWe sir. 

How many children have you? A Three. 

What is the name of the oldest? A Clarence. 

Magn! A Yes sir. 

How old is Clarenee? A Six years old. 

What is the name of the next? A Clara. 

How 014 is Clara? A Two. 

The next? A Classie. 

How old is Classie? A Four menths old. 

You make application for yourself and these three children do 
you? A Yes sir. 

Is William B. Vannoy the father of these children? A Yes sir. 
Are yeu and he and your ehildren all living tegether with you 
at your home? A Yes sir. 

Were you ever married or was he ever married previous to your 
marriage to each other? A Ne sir. 

Is your name or the name of any of bg ehildren on any of the 
tribal rolls of the Choctaw Nation in the Indian Territory; are 
you enrolled as a Choctaw Indian; any of you? A We sir, 
Have you ever made application for yourself or any of your chil- 
dren for citizenship in the Choctaw Nation te the Choetaw tribal 
authorities? A Wo sir. 

Have you ever made application to the Dawes Commission for your- 
self or any of your ehildren for a ng ge in the Choctaw Na- 
tion under the act of Congress of June 10, 1896? A MWSo sir. 
Have you ever made any application to any authority whatever, 
previous to this application now; is this the first one? 

Yes sir. 

You never have been enrelled or admitted to citizenship have 
you, as a Choctaw Indian, by any authority whatever, nor your 
children? A Wo sir, 

Do you now come before the Commission to be identified as a 
Mississippi Choctaw? A Yes sir. 

Do ven claim under article fourteen of the treaty of 1830? 

Yes sir. 

De you understand that article, or what the treaty of 1830 was 
made for? A Wo sir, 





understand that word better, made between two or more Nations 
instead ef individuals. Nations may make contracts and bind 
each other by agreements as well as peeple. The government 

of the United States made a treaty with the @heetawW Tfidians 

in the eer 1830 at a place called Dancing Rabbit Creek in 
Mississippi. The ohject of that trea te get the Choctaw 
Indians living in that old Choctaw Watioen te agree te go to 


A treaty is a compact or a contract, perhaps you Tone 





Q 
Q 


the Choctaw Nation, Itidian Hr a be They did finally sign 
it and it was afterwards ratified, but as it appeared that 


six thousand or more Choctaw Indians would refuse to go to 

the Choctaw Natien, a provision was made for them under arti- 

cle fourteen of the treaty of 1830, which is now called arti- 
fourteen and Penegns particularly to the rights of Miss- 

issippi Choctaws. That arti 

lows: 


ele of that treaty reads as fol- 


“Each Choctaw head of a family being desirous to remain 
and become # citizen of the states shal) be permitted to 
do so, by signifying his intention to the Agent within 
six months from the ratification of this treaty, and he 
or she shall thereupon be entitled to a. reservation of 
one section of six hundred and forty acres of land, te be 
bougded by sectional Lines of survey; in like manner 
shall be entitled to one half that quantity for each un- 
married child which is living with him over ten years of 
age; and a quarter section to such child as may be under 
ten years of age, to adjoin the location of the parent. 
If they reside upon said lands intending to become oiti- 
zens of the states for five years after the ratification 
of this treaty, in that case, & grant in fee simple shall 
issue; said reservation shall include the present im- 
provement of the head of the family, or a portion of it. 
Persons who claim under this article shall not lose the 
privilege of aChoctaw citizen, but if they ever remove 
are not entitled to any portion of the Choctaw annuity." 


Now you understand that don't you? A Yes sir, 

What is the name of your ancestor through whom you claim your 
right to be identified as a Mississippi Choctaw; go away back 
and give me the name of your Indian aneestor? No answer, 


Judge Thomas: 


Upon reference to the record in the application of 
Louis Bramlett, the Indian ancestor through 
claims Chectaw blood and right of inheritanoc 
spelled in the record Che-kach-you. 


the Commission to applicant. 


What relation or what kin is Louis Bramlett, whose number is 
MC R 5582, to you? A My brother, 
Now he has made application here to be iden d 

PP OStaw and he claims that his ancestor--Choctaw ancestor-- 
is Che-ka-chyo. Do you know if that is your ancestor; did you 
ever hear anything about that? A Wo sir, I never heard any- 
thing about it. 
8till you claim through the same common ancestor as your brother 
do you not, naturally, and do you want to refer to his case and 
the casesof all other relatives of yours who claim through the 
same common ancestor, in order that your case may be considered 
with their applications? A Yes sir. 








Q 


Q 


Q 


Records in the possession of the Commission show that 
on pace 80 of Vol, 1.of the Choetaw Wation va the United 
States, in a list or registry made by Colenel George W, Mar- 

peeippi, appears the name of an 
6 


Sin, Loaating Agent in Mis 
I Che-ks Bj . ‘ame is a description of 
tend daeeribad'wrabestte igs hettty de, cacasripees,S 


Do you know whether that ig.the ancester through ‘whom yeu and 
your brether Louis claim or not} are you able anything 
Wa ane BP cour chevtan’ ben if Lana Sree : 

any Of your Choctaw ances own any or 4 vany 
land in Mississippi or Aisbams in ‘the eld Cheetaw Vation under 
article fourteen of the treaty. Of 18307 A Yeu sir, 


Have you heard so; ip that a matter of family. history and tradi¢) 31: 


tion? A Yes sir, I have heard it. 

Judge Thomas: 

Heard it in your family? A Yes sir. 

the Commission: 

Cam you tell anything more about what you have heard in your 
family in reference to any ancestor having obtained land in 
Mississippi? A We sir; ; 

Couldn't tell where the land was located? A SNe sir. 

Or what became of it? A No sir, 


Judge Thomas: 


Did you ever hear what became of it? A Me sir. 
the Commission: 


Did any of your Cheetaw ancestorsown any improvements on that 

land in Mississippi in 1830? 4 Ho ° 

You donst know very much about that? rts air. 

Did of your Choetaw ancestors frém that old Choctaw Na- 

tion te. the’ Choetae Nation, Indim Morr itary, with the other 

Indians between 1833 and 1838 er '40? ‘A! I don't know. 

Did any of your Choctaw antestors within six months after the 

ratification of the treaty of 1836 go te the United States 

Indian Agent, Colonel Ward and tell nit that they wanted to 

stay in Mississippi, take land there and t ne 6 ne © : 
- s Ao’ \ 


in 1837, as well as in 1842, by. varidus apts of Con- 

gress, Commissions were appointed which went to Mississippi 

and heard claimants under article fai peen of the treaty of 
218350. These Commissions were appointed because of the yd 

plaints of a great many Choctaw Ina alleged that they 
had endeavored to register hefore Colonki Ward, within six 

ponths, from the ratifieation ef the tremty of 1830, in srder 
- $0 ‘take advantage of the previsions of ‘artiele of that 


a 





rae ee 


Y 





eer, md that he ung eelestes ont Se Mibhess mae yrer 
Shoir Names upon what is known as Ward's Régister, and as 0 
regult. of hig negligense the Uuited States goverment tock 


‘the land from then. h theyhad; hela the old Choetaw Ba- 
tious and sold it at ite puntde dane gatces gedion 


De. know ny of your Cheetaw ancestors went before either 
of Tones tos Walenta and elaimed any benefits under artiole 
Sourteen of the treaty of 28307 A I. don't know, 

Did any ef your Choctaw eerie receive any scrip or sertiri- 
cates from the government which entitled them to select land 
gre in Mississippi, Alabama, Louisiana or Arkansas? | 

No sir. 


These certificates he issued to ‘@llow, these people 
to select land te take the plage of other iand Which they had 
held in the old Choctaw wat « These certificates were 
issued under the act of Congress approved August 25, 1842. 


ih aga any other evidence that you want to intreduge now? 
No gir. 


Judge Thomas: 


We desire further time in which to file evidence of 
the marriage of her father and mother, 


the Comaission: 


Thirty days time will be allowed for that pur- 
pose. 


Do you speak the Choctaw language? A No sir, 
Judge Themas: 


Have you_ever heard traditions in your stents ae is, by tra- 


ditions I mean have you been told in the fami that your people 
or the Bramletts were Choctaw Indians in Missi ssippi? 

Yes sir. 

Have yeu heard whether your grandfather or great-grandfather 
oe great-grandmether were full blood Choctaw Indians? A Yes 
sir. 

Have you been so taught in the family history--in the family 
tradition? A Yes gir. i 





Q And you say his 


the Commission: 


Thig. ancestor, whose name is Che-ka-ehyo, is what relation to 
you? <A Great-grandfather. 
Bagiian name ia Louis Bramlett, or, if not, whe 


is Louis Bramlet A ¥ don't know, 





an pie and hae rio’ xnow- 
‘gn. the part of her andesters: with 
. : ‘artieke fourteen of the treaty of 1830. 


‘ Ganbalivgy a+ tite “« ticant's family presented by her 
received, filed asresd Bxnibit *A* and aie 4 part-of the ’ 


record in this case, 


ne OS eee tees wdtwowe PPS PEE OPES 


Albert G. MeWillan, being first duly sworn, stetes that as 
stenographer to the Comission to the Five Civilised Triteshe re~ 
ported the proceedings had in the above entitled cause on the ist 
day of May, 1902, and that the above and foregoing is a full. true 
and correct trahseript of his stenographic notes taken in sald 


cause on said date. 


a, fl 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this ZG day of May, 1902, 





Otary Co 








M.C.R. 5641 


Muskogee, Tnddan. Territory, Desember 30, 1908, 


%, 


6 


Zora‘ Vannoy, j 
Waco, Oklahoma Territory’, 
Dear Madam: 


Receipt is hereby acknowledged of your letter of 


the 20th instant, in which you state that you are an applicant for 
identification as a Mississippi Choctaw, and ask if ‘your case has 
been acted upon, 

In reply to your letter you are informed that the Comnis- 
sion has not, up to this time, reea@ehed any opinion or decision in 
your case but is now considering your application and it is proba- 
ble @ decision will be rendered in the near future. 

You will be duly notified of the action of the Commis- 
#ion and of the forwarding ‘of the record cei Secretary of the 
Interior, ; 


Respectfully, 


Acting Chairman, 








M.G.R, 5641. 


Muskegee, Indian Territory, Pebruary 6, 1903, 


Zora B. Vannoy, 
Waco, Oklahoma. 
Dear Madam: 
You are hereby advised that on the 6th day of February, 1903, 


the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes rendered a decision in the 


consolidated case of Margaret Hunt, et al., embracing the following 
applications for identification as Missiasippi Choctaws: 


Margaret Hunt , et al., M.C.R,. 558) 
Malinda Persfull, et al., M.C.R, 5586 
Lena Miliion, et al. M.C.R.. 5586 
Louis Bramlett, et al. M.C.R. 5582 
Zora Bramlett Varmoy , e¢ @ls, MeOeR. 5642 
Tilmon Bramlett, M.C.Rs 5642 
Monroe Bramlett, MsO.R. 5643 
Richard Bramlett, MeCaRe 5644 
Dumpie Leander Pramlett, M.C.R,. 5645. 


These applications were made under the provision of the Act 
of Congress of June 28, 1898 (30 BStats., 495), which is as follows: 


"Said Commission shall have authority to determine the 
identity of Choetaw Indians claiming rights in the Choctaw 
lands under article fourteen of the treaty hetween the United 
States and the Choctaw Nation, corneluded September twenty=- 
Seventh, eighteen hundred and thirty, and to that end may ad~ 
minister oaths, examine witnesses, and perform ail other acts 
he tops pred thereto, and make report to the Secretary of the 

ntertor," 





Said decision concludes as follows: 


"It is therefore the opinion of this Comission that the 
evidence herein is insufficient to determine the identity of 
Margaret Hunt, Rettie Hunt, Elsie Hunt, Malinda Persfull, Myrtle 
Persfull, Henry Persfull, Walter Persfull, Jasper Persfull, Lena 





Million, Bllie Million, Marshall Million, Duke Million, Louis 
Bramlett, Myrtle Bramlett, Claud Bramlett, Lelar Bramlett, Estle 
Bramlett, Harrison Bramlett, Zora Bramlett Vannoy, Clarence Vannoy, 
Clara Vannoy, Classie Vannoy, Tilmon Bramlett, Monroe Bramlett, 
Richard Bramlett and Dumpie Leander. Br ett as Choataw Indians 
entitled to rights in the Choeteacd mde? the provisions of said 


article fourteen of the treaty of eighteen hundred and thirty, 
and that the applications for their identification as such should 
be refused, and it is so ordered,® 


You are further advised that you will be allowed fifteen 
days from the date hereof within which to file arguments in this 
case, and that at the expiration of said time the papers in the 
case, together with such arguments, will be forwarded to the Seere- 
tary of the Interior throuch the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 


Respectfully, 


Registered. 








M.O.R. 5641. 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, november: 4, 1903. 


Zora B. Vannoy, 
Waco, Oklahom, 

Dear Madam: 

You are hereby notified that on the 27th day of Oetoder, 
1903, the Secretary of the Interior affirmed the decision of this 
Commission refusing the applications for identifieation as Missise- 
ippi Choctaws of the several persons included in the consolidated 
case of Margaret Hunt, et al., of which decision you were advised 
by registered mil on the 6th day of February, 1903, 


Respectfully, 
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No._5S44 


For Identification as a Mississippi Choctaw, 


Dute MAY 21 1999 
Name Dore y hoh Yannry 
Age wale blovrt hor Lu A-Kicen 
Post-Office, hOale. OFLA, 

Father: Naber (ram hte A 
Mother: Malla, “ a 


Cluims through Fr fate 


Uittiinn J? Vows, 


Children 


Cla. 114. Varn 
G2 ata_ 


Meese 


“ 
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Stenographer Qa LZ he Vela 
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Departednt . of. Tndertor. 
Comms estan to. me c- Wivilised Tribes.. 
BRO Ree , oy Tey diay Bat, 1902, 


bey 


In the matter of the applisation. of ‘T4lmon: ir madlett fer 
the identification of himself as « aginsipp? Chootaw, 


John R. Thomas athivaes for, ape. 


Tilmon Bramlett being first duly qworn testified as: fo1- 


lows: 


Rxamination by the Comais#ion: 


What is your name?. A Tilmon Bramlett. 

Are you married? A No sir. 

Just apply. for yourself alone do you? A Yes sir. 
What is your.age? A Twenty-four. 


ty; . Okl 
How long have you lived in Dale? A I have been there for 
where: aia. eats te ber lived in OkXlahome? A Ar 
ere 4 on iiv, ere you lived in kansas, 
Greene County je nade gt hte Parageuld, 
How long: have m~. lived-in Oklahoma? A Wine months. 
All. together? Mes sir, 
Were you. bern a ‘3? <A Yes sir, 
Is your ‘father Liv A No -siry 
Is your mother Living? ..A No sir. 
What was your father’s name? .A John Bramiett. 
What was your mother's name? A Matilda Bramlett, 
Through which parent do you claim Shoctaw blood, father or 
mother? A Pather. 
How much Choctaw blood do you elaim? A I don't know, 
Has your Tasiwr aver been PSvOEE ARNG, it any way rap enrolled as 


me mp ‘ UnOO 
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autheritias or by: the United States au ther ties. ‘in the Indian 
Territory? A Wo sir, 

Q Have you the proof of the marriage of your father. and mother 
with you? A No sir. 

Q@ Deo you think you ean introduce that Later? A Yes sir, 


By Judge Thomas: 
Q Where were they married? A Arkansas. 





What ot oo post office address? A Dale, Pottowatomie Coun- ‘ie 


#2. 


By’ the Commission: 

Q Do you remember what time? A No sir. 

By Judge Thomas: 

Q Do you think you could get it? A Yes sir. 
By the Commission: 


Reasonable time will be allowed this applicant in which 
to furnish preef of the marriage of his father and mother. 


You claim for yourself alqne do you? A Yes sir, 

Is your name on any of the tribal rolls of the Choctaw Nation 
in the Indian Territory? ~ A Wo sir, 

Have you ever made app ication for citizenship in the Choctaw 
Nation to the Choctaw tri¥al authorities in the Indian Terri- 
tory? A No gir. 

Have you ever made appr7gebien for citizenship in the Choctaw 


Nation to the Dawes Cemmission under the act of Congress of 
June 10, 18967 A No sir. 

Have you ever before this present application applied either to 
the Choctaw tribal authorities or the United States authorities 
for citizenship in the Choctaw Nation? A No sir. 

And you have never been enrolled have you as a member of the 
Choctaw tribe of Indians by either the Choctaw tribal authori- 
ties, the Commission to the Tive Civilized Tribes or the United 
States Court in Indian Territory? A No sir, 

De you now come before the Commission to identify yourself as a 
Mississippi Choctaw? A Yes sir. 

Do you claim under article fourteen of the treaty of 1830? 

Yes sir. 

Do you understand that article of that. treaty? A No sir, I 
have heard it explained, 

Do you want it further explained or not? A I don't care, 

I will explain it if you wish it? A It's not necessary. 


It reads as follows: 


"Each Choctaw head of a family being desirous to remain 
and become a citizen of the states shall be permitted to 
do s0, by signifying his intention to the Agent within 
six months from the ratification of this treaty and he 

or she shal here B er Led to Aa rere - ono 
one section of six hundred and forty acres of land, to be 
bounded by sectional lines of survey; in like manner 
shall be entitled to one half that quantity for each un- 
married child which is living with him over ten years of 
age; and a quarter section to such child as may be under 
ten years of age, to adjoin the location of the parent. 
If they reside upon said lands intending to become citi- 
zens of the states for five years after the ratification 
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Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
q 
Q 
Q 
a 
Q 
Q 
A 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
A 
Q 


of this treaty, in that case, a grant in fee simple shall 
ivgue; said reservation shall inelude the present. im 
revement of the headef the family, or a portion of it. 
rsons who claim under this artiele ahall not lose the 
privilege of a Choctaw citizen but if they ever remove 
are not entitled te any portion of the Choctaw annuity." 


You understand thet do yéu? A Yes sir. 
Did any of your ch prong dee Ae seme or atrenys to. comply 
A sy prego’ the prévisions of that dele of that treaty? 

n We Bete’ og ‘ t 
What is the name of you" ancestor--can you give the name of your 
ancestor that you now claim through? A No sir. } 

Are you related to youls Bramlett who made application to be 
identified as a Missisaippi Choctaw, whose application number is 
MC R 5582? =A: Yes sir. - % 

What relation are you? A He's my brother, 

De you remember the name of the ancestor through whom he ¢laimed 
his right to be identified? A Bramiett. 

He claimed through an Indian ancestor and give.the Indian name; 
oan you give ia? A No sir, 

veer you know it if I gave you two or three names? A Yes 
sir. 

Was it Mushalatubbee? A No sir. 

Was it Washatubbee? A No sir 

Was it Che-hoy-o? A Wo sir.’ 

Was it Che-kach-you? A. Yes sir. 

Now, you have heard that name before haven't you? A Yes sir, 
What relation was that person to you? A I dontt know. 

Was he a full blood or half or quarter blood Indim? 

He was full bileod. 

What was your grandfather's name? A Louis Branilett. 

How was he related to Che-ka-chyo? A I don't know, 

Then Louis Bramlett was a full blood Indian was he? A Yes 
sir. 

And a different person from this Che-ka-chyo? A Yes sir, 
Can you tell how he was related to Che-ka-ehyo? A No sir. 
Did you ever hear that he married the daughter of Che-ka-ohyo? 
No sir, I never heardit, 

Did any of your Choctaw ancestors own any land or claim any land 
in Mississippi or Alabama under article fourteen of the treaty 
of 18307 A Yes.@ir. 

Who did, do you remember? A My. father---my grandfather, 
What was his name? A My grandfather Louis Bramiett, 

Where did he own land? A ie didn't own any. 
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Did he claim any? A Wo sir, 

What about Louis Bramlett having land in Mississippi; did he 
have any? A He did. 

And what became of it? A It was taken from him. 

By whom? A TI don't know how, 

Did you ever hear where it was located? A Wo sir. 

Bver hear it described? A Wo sir, 

Now wanee Bramlett is another person from Che-ka-chyo, isn't he? 
Yes sir, 





¥ 


ee oe of yours, you claim it is your grandfather? 

es sir, 

a Pre eas al I understand you, was your great-grandfather? 
ef gir. 

Wow did Che-ka-~chyo ever have any land or claim any in Mississ- 
ippi or Alabama? A Yes sir, 

Did both Che-ka-ohyo and Louis Bramlett have land in Mississippi 

or claim it ? A They claimed some. 

What was done with the land that Che-ka-chyo claimed? 

Taken from them I think, 

By whom? A I couldntt: tell. 

Now what you have testified te is based upon what authority; 

what proof have you that Louis Bramlett, your grandfather, and 

Che-ka-chyo, whom you claim is your great-grendfather, had land 

or claimed land in Mississippi which had been taken from them? 

I have been tmght that. 

By whom? A My folks, 

Did any of your Chootaw ancestors go from that old Choctaw Na- 

tion in Mississippi and Alabama to the Choctaw nation, Indian 

Territory, with the other Indians between 2833 and 1838? 

I don't know. 

Did any of your Choctaw ancestors, within six months after the 

ratification of the treaty of 1836, go to the United States In- 

dian Agent, Colonel Ward, and tell him that they wanted to stay 

in Mississippi, take land there and become citizens of the 

states? A No sir, 

You say they didn't go? A I don't know, 

Now did you ever hear the name of Colonel George W. Martin? 

Yes sir, I have heard it. 

Who was Colonel George W. Martin? A I don't know. 

In what way did you happen to hear that name? A TI have heard 

my folks call it. 

You don't know in what connection you heard it? A No gir. 

You don't know whether he is a man living to-day or a man living 

and working for the government seventy-two years ago? A I 

suppose he was living then---seventy-two years ago. 


CLPoO C2 LPrLPro 


George W. Martin was Locating Agent for the govern- 
ment, locating claims for the Indians in the state of Miss- 
issippi under article fourteen of the treaty of 1830. On page 
80 of Vol. 1 of the Choctaw Nation vs the United States govern- 
ment, in the Register made by Colonel George W. Martin, Locating 
Agent of Claims under article fourteen of the treaty of 1830, 
apears the Indian name of Che-kach-you; opposite his name this 
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Do hae know whether that Indian so named was your ancestor or 
not A Wo sir, r don't know; I have heard so. 

How did you hear s0? A By my folks. 

Now you say that that land was taken away from your ancestor? 
Yes sir, 

On that same page it would appear from the records that that 
land was assigned to some person by the name of Jno. B. Davis; 
Now did you ever hear anything about that? A No sir. 





#5. 


Q What you do know about this matter is what you have learned from 
family history? A Yes sir. 


The Indians who stayed back in the old Choctaw Nation 
after the treaty of 1850 was ratified, were Bl rho if they 
wm ted to take advantage of article fourteen of that treaty 
to go to the United States Indian Agent, Colonel Ward, within 
six months from the ratification of the treaty, and tell him 
that they wmted to stay in Mississippi, take lana there and 
become citizens of the states, <A good many Choctaw Indians 
did this whose: names Colonél' Ward neglected te put upon his 
list known as Ward's Register. As a result of his failure to 
do so a great many Indians had their lands taken from them by 
the government and sold at its public land sales. So many 
complaints were made that in 1837, as well as in 1842, Commis- 
sions were appointed which went to Mississippi and heard 
claimants under article fourteen of the treaty of 1830. 


Do you know whether any of your Choctaw ancestors appeared be- 
fore the Commission appointed under the act of Congress of March 
3, 1837, or before the Commission appointed under the act of 
Congress approved August 23, 1842, and claimed any benefits as 
Choctaw Indians? A No sir, 

Do you know that they didn't, or do you mean that you don't 
know? A I don't know. 

Did any of your Choctaw ancestors receive any scrip from the 
government which entitled them to select land either in Miss- 
issippi, Alabama, Louisiana or Arkansas, to take the place of 
land which they once held in the old Choctaw Nation and which 
the government had taken from them and sold? AI don't know, 
Louis Bramlett has been before the Commission to be identified 
as a Mississippi Choctaw; is he any kin to you? A Wes sir, 
What? A Brether. 

When did he appear; two or three days ago? A Yes sir. 

You want to refer to the cases of Louis Bramlett and Alice Gard- 
rier as relatives of yours claiming through the same common 
ancestor? A Yee sir. 


The cases of Louis Bramlett, MC R 8682, and Alice Gardner, 
M C R 5574, is here referred to for the purpose of consolida- 
tion of this case. 


Do you speak the Choctaw language? A No sir. 
Have you any other evidence that you want to introduce now in 
support of this claim? A No answer. 





By Judge Thomas: 

We wish time in which to introduce other evidence}; 
evidence of descent as well as evidence of the marriages of 
the father and other ancestors. 

By the Commission: 


Thirty days time is allowed this applicant, on 





request of counsel, for time in whic to file necessary proof 
in support of the application, 


This ee cent hag the appearance and physical charac- 
teriatios of being descended from white parentage, has a ruddy 
complexion--rather dark--black eyes, dark brown hair, doesn't 
underatand Gheotaw language and claims a family history 
and traditi the basis of his knowledge of the compliance 
on the part of his ancestors with the provisions 6f article 
fourteén of the: treaty of 1830, in that one Che-ka-chyo was an 
Indian ancestor whe attempted to comply with the provisions 
of article fourteen of the treaty of 1830. 


Exhibit "A" 4s here presented by counsel for applicant, 
received, filed and mede a part of the record in this case, 
being the genealogy of this applicant's family. 


Albert G. MeMillan, being first duly sworn, states that as 
stenographer to the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes he re- 
ported the proceedings had in the above entitled cause on the 2lst 
day of May, 1902, and that the above and foregoing is a full, true 
and correct transcript ofhis stenographic notes taken in said 
cause on said date, 


ZY 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this - day of May, 1902. 


Yak. KO Lai iar La 





Notary Public. 








M.O.R, 5642, 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, February 6, 1903, 


Tilmon Bramiett, $ 


7 Le 


Dale, Oklahoma. 


tHa.«Xec 


Dear Sir: 

You are hereby advised that on the 6th day of February, 1903, 
the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes rendered a decision in the 
consolidated case of Margaret Hunt, et al., embracing the following 
applications for identification as Mississippi Choctaws: 


Margaret Hunt, et al., M.C.R. 5581 
Malinda Persfull, et al., M.C.R. 5585 
Lena Million, gt al., M.C.R, 5586 
Louig Bramlett, et al., M.C.R. 86582 
Zora Bramlett Vannoy,et al., H.C.R, 5641 
Tilmon Bramlett, M.C.R. 5642 
Monroe Branlett, M,.C.R, 3643 
Richard Bramlett, MeCeR, 5644 
Dumpie Leander Bramlett, M.C.R. 5645, 


These applications were made under the provision of. the Act 


of Congress of June 28, 1898 (30 Stats., 495), which is as follows: 


"Said Commission shall have authority to determine the 
identity of Choctaw Indians Claiming rights in the (Chootaw 
lands under article fourteen of the treaty between the United 
States and the Chootaw Nation, concluded September twenty~ 
seventh, eighteen hundred and thirty, and to that end may ad= 
minister oaths, examine witnesses, and perform all other acts 
necessary thereto, and make report to the Secretary of the 
Interior," 


Said decision concludes as follewat 





"It is therefore the opinion of this Commission that the 
evidence herein is ingufficient to determine the identity of 
Margaret Hunt, Rettie Hunt, Elsie Hunt, Malinda Persfull, Myrtle 
Persfull, Henry Persfuli, Valter Persfull, Jasper Persfuil, Lena 
Million, Ellie Million, Marshal] Million, Duke Million, Louis 





Bramlett, Myrtle Bramlett, Claud Bramlett, Lelar Bramlett, Estle 
Bramlett, Harrison Bramlett, Zora Branlett Vannoy, Clarence Vannoy 
Clara Vannoy, Classie Vannoy, Tilmon Bramlett, Honroe Bramlett, 
Richard Bramlett and Dumpie Leander Bramlett es Choetaw Indians 
entitled to rights in the Choctaw lands under the provisions of said 
artiole fourteen of the treaty of eighteen hundred and myths 

and that the applications for their dentifieation as such should 

be refused, and it is s@ ordered.*® | 


You are further advised that you will be allowed fifteen 


days from the date hereof within which to file arguments in this 
office, and that at the expiration of said time the papers, in the case, 
together with such arguments, will be forwarded to the Secretary of 
the Interior through the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 
Respectfully, 
C.®. Breckinridee. 
Commissioner in Charge. 


Registered, 








COMMISSIONERS. 
TAMS BIxsy, 
THOMAS B. NEEDLES, 


oA non In aTEGe, COMMISSION TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES. M.C.R.. 5642. 


W. E. STANLEY. 


REFER IN REPLY TO THE FOLLOWING 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 


ALLISON L. AYLESWORTH, 
SECRETARY 


‘ 
ADDRESS ONLY THE 


COMMISSION TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES Muskogee » Indian Terr itory, November 4 9 1903, 


Tilmon Bramlett, 
Shawnee, Oklahoma, 

Dear Sir: 

You are herety notified that on the 27th day of October, 
1903, the Secretary of the Interior affirmed the décision of this 
Commission refusing the applications for identification as Missis- 
sippi Choctaws of the several persons included in the consolidated 
case of Margaret Hunt, et al., of which decision you were advised 


by registered mail on the 6th day of February, 1903, 


Sa accion ae 


Y; “f A j 
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No. 5é 342 


For Identification as a Mississippi Choctaw. 
MAY 21 1902 
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#6643. 


In the matter ; the ‘application of Monroe Branlett for 
the identification of himsel? ag @ Mississippi Choctaw, 


John Ry Thomas attorney for applicant. 
‘ Monroe Bramlett being first duly sworn testified as foi- 
ows! 3 


Examination by the Commission: 


What is your name? A Monroe Bramlett. 
What is your age? A Twenty-three. 
Are you married? A Yes sir, 
Have you any A Wo sir. 
What is your post office address? A Harrisburg, Poinsett 
County, Arkansas. 
How long have ‘you lived there? A About eight months. 
ware wa niears ster 4 shane ee "Yen site 
ave: ved in es sir, 
Ie your fathey diving? A. So sir, 
Is your mother living? A We sir. 
it was your father's name? John Bramlett, 
Wheat was yéuy mother’s name? A Ma tilda Bramlett. 
mother or father? A Y¥ather. 
@o you claim? A I don't know. 
een recognize in any way or enrvlled as 
& member of the Cheetaw tribe of Indians by the Choctaw tribal 
authorities or bi Fg United States authorities in Indian Terri- 
tory A fF don't We 


no 
He proof of the x 
+, um ne ‘Me sir, 
Can you introduce that proof later? A Yes sir. 


Reaponable time will be allowea if presented within 
thirty days; , 


Are you married? A Yes wir, 
Your wife is- living? A Yes sir. 
What is her names? A Lettie Minton. 


PRALLL LLL LO PLLLD 
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Well that Lettie Minton is her maiden name? A Yes sir. 

It is Lettie Bramlett now? A Yes sir. 

Is she a Checta Indian or a white woman? A White woman, 
De you make any @laim for her? A No sir. 
Have you any children? A Mo sir. 

Claim for yourself alone? A Yes sir. 

Is ur name on any of the tribal rells of the Choctaw Nation 
in the Indian Territory? A Ne sir. 
Have you ever made application for citizenship in the Choctaw 
Nation to the Choctaw tribal authorities in the Indian Terri- 
tory? A Wo sir. 
Have you ever made application for eitizenship in the Choctaw 
Nation te the Dawes Commission under the act of Congress of 
June 10, 1896? A We sir. 

Is this the first: application that you have ever made of any 
é@ scription for oitizenship in the Choctaw Nation either to the 
United States authorities or the Choctaw tribal authorities? 
Yes sir. 
You never have been admitted to eitizenship in the Choctaw Na- 
tion have you by either the Choctaw tribal authorities, the 
Commission te the Five Civilized. Tribes or the United States 
Court in Indian Territory? A SNe sir. 
= i now want to be identified as a Mississippi Choctaw? 

6s sir. 
Do you claim under article fourteen of the treaty of 1830? 
Yes sir. 
De you understand that article? A Yes air. 
You understand it do you? A Yes sir. 


It reads as follows: 


"Each Choctaw head of a family being desirous to remain 
and become a citizen of the states shall be permitted to 
do se, by signifying his intention to the Agent within 
six months frem the ratification of this treaty, and he 
or she shall thereupon be entitled to a reservation of 
one section of six hundred and forty acres of land, tobe 
beunded by sectional lines of survey; in like manner 
shall be entitled to one half that quantity for each un- 
married child which is living with him over ten years of 
age; and a quarter section to such child as may be under 
ten years of age, to adjoin the location of the parent. 
If they reside upon said lands intending to become citi- 
gens of the states for five years after the ratification 
of this treaty, in that case, a grant in fee simple shall 
issue; said reservation sh { 


no ot. ne pre ‘ o— 





Q 
A 


prevesany of the head of the family, or a portion of it. 
ersons who claim under this article shall not lose the 
privilege of a Choctaw citizen but if they ever remove 
are not entitled to any portion of the Choctaw annuity." 


Did any ef your Choctaw ancestors comply or att t to comply 
bad rigind the provisions of that article of that treaty? 
don't We 
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A 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
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Q 
Q 
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Can you give the name of any Choctaw ancestor through whom you 
claim your right to be identified as a Mississippi Chectaw? 

I didn't understand that. 

Can you give the name of my Choctaw ancestor, now I mean by 
that, any Indian from whom you are descended who lived in Miss- 
issippi or Alabama in the old Chectaw Nation at any time; now I 
mean grandfather, great-grandfather, or great-great-grandmother? 
Bramletts. 

What is the full name? A’ Louis Bramlett. 

What relation was Louis Bramlett to you? A Grandfather. 

Now, did Louis Bramlett, your grandfather, Live in Mississippi 
in 1830? A Yes sir. 

De you know whether he was the head of a family there then? 
Yes sir. 

What was his wife's name do a know? A Ellen Cammack. 

De you know who your father John Bramlett claimed through, his 
father or mother? A Both. 

Whatwas his father's name? A I don't know. 

What was his mother's name--your grandmother? A I don't know. 
Your father's is John Bramlett? A Yes sir. 

You claim thro him? A Yes sir. 

What was his father's name? A Louis Bramlett. 

What was his mother's name? A Her name was Ellen Bramlett; 
Ellen Cammack, 

Ellen Cammack was the maiden name? A Yes sir. 

You say they lived in Mississippi in 1830? A Yes sir. 

Can you go back farther and give the names of any Choctaw an- 
cestors through whom you claim? A Wo sir, 

That's as far as you ean go is it? A Yes sit. 

Did any of your Choctaw ancestors owm any land or claim any land 
in Mississippi or Alabama under article fourteen of the treaty 
of 1830? A Yes sir. 

How do you know that? A Because I heard my folks talk about 
it. 

Matter of family history is it? A Yes sir. 

Now tell me which of your Choctaw ancestors owed any land or 
claimed any land in Mississippi or Alabama in the old Choctaw 
Nation under article fourteen of the treaty of 1830? 

Louis Bramlett. 

Did you ever hear the name of any other ancestor besides Louis 
Bramlett who did? A No sir. 

De you know where that land was located that you say Louis Bram- 
lett claimed in Mississippi? A Wo sir. 

Did he get it in his possession? A I don't know. 

Do you know what became of it? A No sir. 

Did any of your Choctaw ancestors ge from that old Choctaw Na- 
tion in Mississippi or Alabama to the Choctaw Nation, Indian 
Territory, with the other ;ndians between 1833 and 1838? 

IT don, .t know. 





&|> 


Did any of your Choctaw ancestors within six months after the 
ratification of the treaty of 1836, go to the United States In- 
dian Agent, Colenel Ward, and tell him that they wanted to stay 
in Mississippi, take land there and become citizens of the Uni- 
ted States? A I don't know. 


The Indians who remained in the old Choctaw Nation in 
Mississippi and Alabama after the treaty of 18350 was ratified, 
were required, if they wanted to take advantage of article 
fourteen of that treaty, to go to the United States Indian 





Agent, Colonel Ward, within six months after the ratificatien 
of the treaty and tell him that they wented te stay in Miss- 
issippi, take land there and become citizens of the states. 
A great many Indians complied with the provisions of article 
fourteen of that treaty in this respect, whose names Celonel 
Ward failed te put upon his list known as Ward's Register. 
His neglect to do this caused a good many Indians who held 
land in Mississippi upen which they had improvements ta lose 
both their land and improvements; both were taken from them 
and sold by the government at its public land sales. This 
caused s0 many complaints mong the Choctaw Indians that in 
1837, as well as in 1842, Commissions were appointed which 
went te Mississippi and heard claimants under article fourteen 
of the treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek. 


Q De you know if any of your Choctaw ancestors went before either 
the Commission of 1837, or before the Commission appointed an 
act of Congress approved auayes 23, 1842, and claimed benefits 

iele fourteen of the treaty of 18307 


as Choctaw Indians under 
I don't know, 


The act of Congress approved August 23, 1842, provided: 

That if any Choctaw Indian proved his claim under article 

fourteen of the treaty of 1830, if it further appeared that 

he had had land in the old Choctay Nation which the government 

had taken from him and sold at its publie land sales, that he 

should be entitled to select land either in Mississippi, Ala- 
bama, Louisiana or Arkansas, to be taken from vacant government 

land, and that certificates to this effect be given him. 

These certificates were called scrip. 


Did any ef your Choctaw ancestors receive any scrip from the 
government as Choctay yndians? A I don't know. 

Have you any evidence tnat you want to introduce now in support 
of this claim? A No sir. 

Do you want time to present further testimony? A Yes sir. 


Thirty days time is allowed this applicant in which 
to offer further testimony in this case if she desires. 


Do you speak the Choctaw language? A Wo sir 

What relation is Alice Gardner to you? A I don't know. 

Is she any relation whatever A I don't know, 

What relation is Louis Bramlett to you? <A Well, there's two 
' 





What relation is Louis Bramlett who has appeared before the 
Commission recently to be identified as a Mississippi Choctaw, 
to you? <A He's a brother. 
You are pretty sure about that are you? A Yes sir. 
Now do you want te have the case of Leuis Bramlett your brother 
who has appeared here to be identified asa Mississippi Choctaw, 
st — number is MC R 5582, considered with yours? 

es sir, 
And Alice Gardner alse? A Yes sir. 





#5. 


Q You would like to have the testimony given ky her in her appli- 
cation censideréd with Y <A Yeu sir, 

Q And the cases of al) other relatives who have been before the 
aed @leiming through the same common ancestor? A Yer 
sir, 


Exhibit "A", be the genealogy of this applicant's 
family, is presented by » received, filed and made a part 
of his application. 


Applicant has the appearance and physical eharacter- 
istics of being descended from white parentage, has brow eyeg 
dark pa, yoiatanejl dark brown hair, has no knowledge of the 
Choctaw language and né knowledge ef any compliance on the 
part of his ancestors with ~ 4 of the provisions of article 
fourteen of the treaty of 1830. 


eae ene wewe = 


Albert G. MoMillan, being first duly sworn, states that as 
stenographer to the Commission to the rive Civilized Tribes he re- 
ported the proceedings had in the above entitled cause on the 2lst 
day of May, 1902, and that the above and foregoing is a full, true 
and corredt transcript of his stenographic notes taken in said 


cause on said date. 
iy 


a 


/, 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this SE day of May, 1902, 





C Laie DX CdeiaPig t——_ 





Notary Public. 








M.C.R. 5645, 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, February 6, 1903, 


Monroe Bramlett, 
Harrisburg, Arkansas. 
Dear Sir: 

You are hereby advised that on the 6th day of February, 1903, 
the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes rendered a decision in the 
consolidated oase of Margaret Hunt, et al., embracing the following 
applications for identification ac Mississippi Choctawe: 


Margaret Hunt, et al., M.C.R. 5582 
Malinda Perafull, et al., M.C.R. 5585 
Lena Million, et al., MeCeoR, 5586 
Louis Bramlett, et al., M.C.R, 5588 
Zora Bramlett Vannoy,et al., MeCiR, 5642 
Tilmon Bramlett, MeCeR. 6642 
Monroe Bramlett, M.C.R. 5643 
Richard Bramlett, M.C.R. 5644 
Dumpie Leander Bramiett, M.CeR. 5645. 


These applications were made under the provision of the &Aot 
~ Of Congress of June 28, 1896 (20 state., 495), which ig as follows: 


"Said Commission shall have authorit 0 
identity of Choetaw Indians Claiming riers. ith eee 
Jands under article fourteen of the treaty between the United 
States and the Choctaw Nation, concluded September twerty~ 
seventh, eighteen hundred and thirty, and to that end may ade 
minister oaths, examine witnesses, and perform all other acts 


necessary thereto, and make 
Interior,.* , report to the Secretary of the 





Said decision coneludes as follows: 


"It is therefore the o inion of this Commisd 
evidence herein ig inauffiedent to determine the saenttieee 
Margaret Hunt, Rettie Hunt, Bleie Hunt, Malinda Pers Myrtle 
M+ hema Henry .Persfull, Walter Perefull, Jasper Pers , Lena 
ilien, Ellie Miliien, Marshal} Million, Dune Bidder, Louis 


ae 
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Bramlett, Myrtle Br 

Bramlett, Harrison Bramee®,: Sore Bras . Yanney ; 

Clara Vannoy, Classie farmoy : pegs Sm 

Richard Bramlett and Dumpie nder Bras “dee atey 

entitled to rights in the Choctaw “lands under opel : pint 

article fourteen of the treaty o teen hun and thirty, 
and that tne” appl ivatrone tf ‘ ifioe ta ‘ae wigh should © 
be refused, and it is so ordered.*® 


You are further advised that you will be allowed fifteen 
days from the date hereof within which to file arguments in this 
office, and that at the expiration of said time the papers in the 
case, together with such arguments, will be forwarded to the Seere- 
tary of the Interior throush the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

Respectfully, 


C'. 2. Breckinridge. 
Commissioner in Charge. 


Registered. 








MC R 5643 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, March 9, 1903, 


Monroe Bramlett, 
Harrisburg, Arkansas. 
Dear Sir: 

Receipt is hereby acknowledged of your letter of the 19th 
ultimo, by reference from Commissioner Breckinridge, relative to 
the decision of the Commission refusing the several applications 
Anoluded in the consolidated Mississippi Choctaw case of Margaret 
Hunt, et al. Therein you make certain statements regarding your 
relatives and Choctaw descent and state that if your evidence is 


insufficient you do not know how to further proceed. You also ask 


that the characters MB #2 appearing on the second page of your 


letter be explained. 

In reply to your letter you are informed that the fifteen 
days from February 6, 1903, heretofore granted the applicants in 
this case within which to file arguments in support of their claims 
to be forwarded to the Secretary of the Interior, expired on Febru- 
ary 25, 1903. On February 24, 1905, the record in this case, to- 
gether with the decision of the Commission, was transmitted to the 


Seoretary of the Interior. The several applica 





will be duly notified of such action as may be taken by him. 
The characters appearing at the top of page 2 of our 





Letter shout whieh you inquire, hare-ne sfignifieance ether than 
ying that page as beiiig the second page of the letter ad« 


i 
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M.C.R. 5643, 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, Wovember 4, 1903. 


Monroe Bramlett, 

Harrisburg, Arkansas, 
Dear Sir: ny 

You are hereby notifie@ that on the 27th day of Oetober, 
1903, the Secretary of the Tube Sey" affirmed the decision of this 


Commission refusing the applications for identification as Missises- 


ippi Choctaws of the several persons included in the consolidated 
case of Margaret Hunt, et aly, of which decision you were advised 


by registered mail on the 6th day of February, 1903. 


Respectfully, 
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Department of ‘Interter, 
Commission te the tte Civilized Tribes. 
Muskogee , I. T., a, 1902. 


em ewe en QQQe<--—- ame 


In the: matter of the eppliieation of Riehard Brenti.ett for 
aw, a 


the identification of himpelf as a Mississtppi .Choat 


Tohn R. Thomag attorney for applicant. 


Richard Bramlett being first duly sworn testirica as fol- 


lows: 


SLB LLLL LLLL 


Rxamination by the Commission: 


What. is your name? A aieees Bramlett, 

What is your e? A ty-two. 

Aré you marrted? A we air, 

What is your post office address? A Dale, Pottowatomie Coun- 
ty, Oklahoma. . 

Yather living? A Mo sir, 

Mother living?» A We sir, 

What was your father's ? A John Bramlett, 

What was your méther's name? A Matilda Hampton; Matilda 
Bramiett when she died. 

Through which parent do you Glaim Choctaw blood? A Father. 
How mich Cheat blood do you sleaim? A I don't know, 

Has your father ever been recognized as a Choctaw Indian or en- 
rolled as ene by the Choctaw tribal authorities or by the United 
States authorities in an Territory? A Mo sir. 

Have you the proef of the ‘marriage of your father and mother 
with you now? A Wo sir, 

Can you introduce that if given time? A Yes sir, 


Reasonable time will be allowed, if produced within 
thirty days, 





Are you married? A No sir. 

You claim for yourself alene deo you? <A Yes sir, 

Is your name én any of the tribal rolls of the Choctaw Nation 
in Indian Territory? A. Ne sir, 

Have deg ever @ application to be enrolled as a Choctaw In- 
dian to the Chootar tribal authorities in rndian Territory? 


No sir, 


~ 





#2. 


Have you ever made application for eitizenship in the Choctaw 
Nation to the Dawes Coumission under the act of Congress of 
June 10, 18968 A Wo sir, 

Have you every made application for citizenship before this time 
for el tionship in the Choctaw Nation to any authority whatever? 
No sir, 


And zee have néver been enrolled have you by any authority? 
Wo sir, 

Do you now come before the Commission to be identified as a 
Mississippi Choctaw elaiming under article fourteen of the 
treaty 1830? A Yes sir 

De yeu understand that artiole of that treaty? A Yes sir. 
Do you care to have it explained further to you? A Wo sir, 


It reads as follows: 


"Bach Choctaw head of a family being desirous to remain - 
and become a citizen of the states shall be permitted to 
do so, signifying his intention to the Agent within 
six months from the ratification of this treaty, and he 
or she shall thereupon be entitled to a reservation of 
one section of six hundred and forty acres of land, to be 
bounded by sectional lines of survey; in like manner 
shall be entitled to one half that quantity far each un- 
married child which is living with him over ten years of 
age; and a quarter section te such child as may be under 
ten years of age,t@ adjoin the location of the parent, 

If they reside upon said lands intending to become eiti- 
zens of the states for five years after the ratification 
of this treaty, in that case, a grant in fee simple shall 
issue; said reservation shall i ude the present im- 
provement of the head of the famil » Or @ portion of it. 
Persons who claim under this artiels shall not lose the 
privilege of a Choctaw citizen but if they ever remove 
are not entitled to any portion of the Choctaw annuity." 


Do you know whether any of your Choctaw ancestors complied with 
the provisions of that article ef that trea y? A No sir, 
What is the name of your aneestor through whom you olaim your 
right to be identified as Mississippi Choctaw? A Bramlett. 
Full name? A Louis Braniett, 

What relation was he to you? A Grandfather, 

How much Choctaw blood did he have? A I doen't know mir, 

Can you tell the name of his wife? A Yes sir. 





What was the maiden name of his wife? A Ellen Cammack. 
W ite? A Indian, 
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De you knew how ach Endian? A No sir, 

akg Sven Louis Bramlett and his wife Ellen had Indian blood? 
es sir, 

How 40 you know that? A I was always taught it. 

How old would either of them be if living now? A I don't 
know that, 

Did they live in mioai cal yp! at any time, in the Chodtaw Nation 
in Mississippi? A Yes sir 





Bid they have a family of children living with them in 1830 in 
Mississippi? A I don't. know sir, 

Can you tell whether Leuis Bramlett claimed his Choctaw blood 
thro his father or mother? A Wo sir, I cant. remember. 

Did his wife Bllen claim through her father or mother? 

I don't know, 

Did either Louis Bramlett or his wife Hllen or any of your Choe- 
taw aneestors own any land or olaim any land in Mississippi in 
the old Choctay Nation under article fourteen of the treaty of 
18350; do you remember anything abeut that? <A No sir. 

Do you know whether any of your Choctaw ancestors owned any im- 
provements on land in Mississippi or Alabama in the old Choctaw 
Nation in 18307 A No sir. 

Did any of your Choctaw ancestors, within six months after the 
ratification of the treaty of rHEEA, of to the United States In- 
dian Agent, Colonel Ward, and tell that they wented to stay 
in Mississippi, take land there and become citizens of the 
states? A I @n't know. 

Did any of your Choctar ancestors go from that old Choctaw Na- 
tion to the Choctaw Nation, Indian Territory, with the other 


Indians betwaen 1833 and 1838? A I don't know. 


The Indians who stayed baok there in the old Choctaw 
Nation in Mississippi and Alabama after the treaty of 1830 was 
ratified, refusing to go to the Chootaw Nation under the terms 
of the treaty with the other Indians were required, if they 
wanted to take advantage of article fourteen of the treaty of 
18350, to go to the United States Indian Agent, Colonel Ward, 
within six months from the ratification of the treaty, and 
tehb him that they wanted to stay in Mississippi, take land 
there and become citizens of the states. A great many Indians 
did this whose names Colonel Ward failed to put hte his list 
known as Ward's Register, and his neglect to do this caused a 
good many Indians who held land in Mississippi upon which they 
had improvements, to lose both their land and improvements}; 
both were taken from them by the government and sold at its 
public land sales. This caused so many complaints among the 
Choctaw Indians that in 1837, by am act approved Mareh 3rd of 
that year, Congress appointed a Commission; this Commission 
went to Missisa@ippi and heard claimants under article fourteen 
of the treaty of 1830, In 1842 another Cemmission was ap- 
pointed by Congress for the same purpose, under an act approy- 
ed August 23rd of that year, and this Commission also went to 
Mississippi and heard claimants under that article of that 





Q Do you know whether any of your Choctaw ancestors went before 
either of those two Commissions and claimed any benefits as 
Choctaw Indians? A No sir. 

Q You don't know? A Don't know. 

Q Did any of your Choctaw ancestors receive any scrip from the 
government which cntitled them to select land either in Miss- 
issippi, Alabama, Louisiana or Arkansas, to take the place of 
land which they had formerly held 4n the ola Choctaw Nation and 
which the government had taken from them and seld? .’ 





Me 


A I don't know, 


This scrip was issued under the act of Congress ap- 
preved August 23, 1842, 


What relation is Louis Braglett to you? A Grandfather, 

There are two Louis Bremletts- ‘grandfather and brether who . 

nae made application texuhe identif as a Mississippi Cheeta? 
eB sir, 

I ask in‘reference to your brother; is the Louie Brandiett whe 

has appetred before the Comminasion your brother? A Yes sir, 

De you want to have his case referred to and also the onpe of . 
Ali @@ Gardner, MCR 6574; ag relatives of yours elefming 
through the same common ancestor? A Yes sir, 


The case of Louis Bramlett, brother of this applicant 
Noe MC R 568%, and the oase of Alioe Gardner, Now MGR 5574, 
are here referred to for the purpose of consolidation of this 
case, 


Have yeu any evidence or any other further proof that you want 
te introduce now? <A WNo sir. 


Exhibit ad being the genealogy of the family of this 
r 


applicant, Riehara Bramlett, introduced, receiwd and filed 
and made a part of the record in this case. 


Do you spex the Choetaw language? A No sir, 
Judge Thomas: 


Were you ever taught by your family that your grandfather and 

grandmother and greategrandfather and greategrandmother were: 

Choctaw rndians and lived in Missiasippi? A Yes sir, 

And tha at one time had land there and it was taken away from 
» them by the government? A Yes sir, 

Did you ever hear the name of your Indian ancestor; would you 

know the name now if you would hear it? A No sir, 

Did you ever hear the name of Che-ka-chyo as one of your ancop= 

tors? <A Yes sir, I have heard it. 

Who did you hear talk about 1%} menbers of your family? 

Father and mother, 


By the Commission: 





This “a has the appearance and physigal charac- 
teristies of being descended from white parentage, blue eyes, 
dark complexion, dark brown hair, doesn't understand the Choos 
taw language and has no knowledge of the Gomplianes on the 
part of her ancestors with rf of the provisions of article 
fourteen of the treaty of 1830. 


Sole attended 





a wag, te 


LPaneordy 


oh 


Subscribed . and, irorn to ‘before “tale this 








COPY» M.C,R. 5644, 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, February 6, 1903, 


Richard Bramnlett, 
Dale, Oklahoma, 
Dear Sir: 

You are heréby advised that on the 6th day ef Yebruary, 1903, 
the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes rendered a decision in the 
consolidated oase of Margaret Hunt, et al., embracing the following 
applications for identification as Mississippi Choctaws: 


Margaret Hunt, et al., M.C.R. 6582 
Malinda Persfull, et al., M.C.R. 5588 
Lena Million, et al., M.O.R,. 5586 
Loui@ Bramlett, et al., M.0.R, 5582 
Zor® Bramlett Vannoy,ct al., M.0,R. 8641 
Tilmon Bramlett, M.C.R. 8642 
Monroe Bramlett, M.C,R, 5643 
Richard Bramlett, M.O.R, 5644 
Dumpie Leander Bramlett, M,O.R, 5645. 


These applications were made under the provision of the Act 
of Congress of June 28, 1498 (30 Stats., 495), which is as follows: 


"Said Commission shall have authority to determine the 
identity of Choetaw Indians Claiming rights in the Choctaw 
lands under article fourteen of the treaty between the United 
States and the Choctaw Nation, concluded September twenty~ 
seventh, eighteen hundreaé and thirty, and to that end may ad- 
minister oaths, examine witnesses, and perform all other acts 
necessary thereto, and make report to the Seoretary of the 
Interior," 





Said decision conoludes as follows: 


a 
“It ‘is therefore the opinion of this @ommission that the 
evidence herein is insufficient to determine the identity of 
Margaret Hunt, Rettie Hunt, Eleie Hunt, Malinda reretey, Myrtle 


Persfull, Henry Persfull, Walter Persfull, Jasper Persfull, Lena 


i" 





Million, Ellie Million, Marshall Million Duke Million, Louis 
Bramlett, Myrtle Bramlett, Claud Bramlett, Lelar Bramlott, Ratie 
Bramlett, Harrison Pramlett, Zora Bramlett Vannoy, Clarence Vannoy, 
Clara Vannoy, Classie Vannoy, Tilmon Bramlett, Monroe Bramlett, 
Richard Bramlett and Dumpie Leander Bramlett as Choctaw Indians 
entitied to rights in the Choeteam lands.under..the provisions of 
ahticle fourteen of the treaty of olgne yy, 


een hundred and thirty, 


aria that the applieoationa for their dentification as #ich shoula  *°* 
be refused, and it is so ordered." 


You are further advised that you will he allowed fifteen days 
from the date hereof within which to file arguments in this office, and 
that at the expiration of said time the papers in the case, together 
with such arguments, will be forwarded to the Seoretary of the Interior 
through the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 


Reapectfully, 


SIGNED); 


) ae Be tease 
0. 2. Breckin: 
Commissioner in Charge, 


Registered. 








COMMISSION ERS. 
Tams Bixey, 
Tuomas B. DEPARTMENT OF (CHE INTERIOR, 


C. R. BRECKINRIDO. 
vr peree pany * COMMISSION TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES. | 


REFER IN REPLY TO THE FOLLOWING 


ALLISON L. AYLESWORTH. 
SRORETARY 





ADDRESS ONLY THE 


COMMISSION TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES Muskogee ’ Indian Terr itory ’ November 4 9 1903, 


Richard Bramlett, 
Shawnee, Oklahoms,, 

Dear Sir; 

You are hereby notified that on the 27th day of October, 
1903, the Seoretary of the Interior affirmed the decision of this 
Commission refusing the applications for identification as Missis- 
sippi Choctaws of the several persons included in the consolidated 
case of Margaret Hunt, et al. » Of which decision you were advised 
by registered mail on the 6th day of February, 1903, 


Respectfully, 
eee 
rs 
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*. at Of the Interior, 
Cemuiaigi en Se tne Five clvilinea Tribes. 


Muskeges, b en Tey May 2ist, 1902, 


In the matter of the application of Dumpie Leander Bramlett 
for the identification of himself as a Mississippi Choctaw, 


John R. Thomas attorney for applicant. 


Dumpie Leander Bramlett being first duly sworn testified 
as follows: 


Bxamination by the Commisgion: 


What is your ene? A de Leander Bramlett. 
What is your A en. 
Are you married? A MWe sir, ‘ 
What is yout post office address? A Harrisburg, Poimbett 
County, Arkansas. aa ieee ee 
How Long: sere m Lived there? A. About twelve monthe. 

», Where a eae ve before that? A Greene County, 

ae oe ways lived in Arkanses?::. A Yes sir. 
8 re eer nem? A. John Bramlett. 

A} > gir. 

8 


© BLLL 


Byer 
1 Newb 
% s mother's name? A Matilda Bramilett, 


yor 1 oA oN@ gir. 

Thr Witigh parent @¢@you claim Choctaw bleod? A Pather, 
How much Choctaw bleed de you claim? A I don't know... me 
Has your father eves been enrolled as a Choetaw Indian ér_recog- 
nised as one the Choetew tribal authorities or she unitéd 

States authorities in the Indian Territory? A Wo air. 
Have you the proof of the marriage of your father and mother 
with you now? A Wo sir, 

Can y ir, 


DeLDODPLRAL 


& 








Reasonable time will be allowed this applicant, if preduced 
within thirty days,, from the date hereef, to furnish preoft of 
the marriage of his father and mother. 


De you kiew when and where your father and mother were married? 
Greene County, Arkansas. 

What date? 4° I don't know. 

By a minister under a License? A I don't know. 

Arve you married? (A Wo sir. sa 

Glaim for yourself de yeu? A Xes sir, 





Q 


= 


ATI don't know. 


Is your name on any of the tribal rells ef the Choctaw Nation in 
the Indian Territory? A We sir. 

Have you ever made application for citizenship in the Choctaw 
Nation to the Choctaw tribal authorities in the Indian Territory 
Wo sir. 

Have you ever made ication for citizenship in the Choctaw 
Nation to the Commission to the Pive Civilized Trabes under the 
act of Congress of June 10, 1896? A We sir. 

Have you ever before this ime made application to be enrolled 
as a Choctaw Indian to any authority, either the Choctaw tribal 
authorities or the United States authorities? A Ne sir. 

This is your first application? A Yes sir. 

You have never been enrolled by any authority as a Choctaw In- 
dian? A Wo sir. 

Do you now come before the Commission to be identified as a 
Mississippi Choctaw claiming under article fourteen of the 
treaty of 1830? A. Yes sir. 

Do you understand that article? A Yes sir. 

Deo you want to have it further explained? A Wo. 


It reads as follows: 


“Each Choctaw head of a family being desirous te remain 
and become a citizen of the states shall be permitted to 
do so, by signifying his intention te the Agent within 
six months from the ratification ef this ee he 

or she shall thereupon be entitled to a reservation of 
one section of six hundred and forty acres. of land, to be 
bounded by sectional lines of survey; in like manner 
shall be entitled to one half that quantity for each un- 
married child which is living with him ever ten years of 
age; and & quarter seetien to sugh child as may under 
ten years of age, to 6in the location of the parent. 
If theyreside upon said lands intending te beeome eiti- 
zens of the states for five years after the ratification 
of this treaty, in that case, a grant in fee simple shall 
issue; said reservation shali include the present im- 


provement of the head of the ergs £2 or a portion of it, 
e 


Persons who claim under this artic shall not lose the 
privilege of a Choctaw citizen but if they ever remove 
are not entitled to any portien eof the Choctaw annuity." 


Did any of your Choctaw ancestors comply or attempt to comply 
with any of the provisions of article fourteen of that treaty? 


Ahe tate 4 WiC e ° A 7ou oO i our ¥r 





through? A My father. 

Cant you go back further than your father; what is your father's 

father's name, or mother's name; who do you claim through? 

Louis Bramlett. 

And anybody else? A Che-ka-chyo. 

Who was Che-ka-chyo; what relation to you; grandfather or great- 
andfather or what? A Great-great-grandfather. 
@ you sure about that? A Yes sir. 





#3 


How de you know that? A TI was taught that by my folks. 

It was hard for you to recall that claim ef his relationship; 

ig it because you feel embarrasseaé? A Yes sir. 

But now that this. name Che-ka-chye, has been oh ht to you, 

are you quite sure that that is right; that that was your great- 

great-grandfather and that was the right name? A Yes sir. 

Do you know whether he or any of your Cheetaw ancestors ever 

received or claimed any land in the eld Choctaw Nation in 

Mississippi under article fourteen of the treaty of 18307 

I don't know. 

Did any of your Choctaw ancestors go from that old Choctaw Na- 

tion east of the Mississippi river te the Choctaw Nation, Indian 

Territory, with the other Indians between 1833 and 1838 or '40? 

I don't know. 

Did any ef your Choctaw ancestors, within six months after the 

ratifieation of the treaty of 1836, go to the United States 

Indian Agent, Colonel Ward, and tell him that they wanted to 

stay in ississippi, in the old Choctaw Nation, take land there 

and become citizens of the states? Did you ever hear anything 

about it? A Yes sir. 

What have you ever heard about that; can you say anything 

further? A No sir. 

Did any of your Choctaw ancestors own any improvements on land 

" Mississippi er Alabama in the old Choctaw Nation in 1830? 
don't know. 


The records in the possession of the Commission show 
that on page 80 of Yol. 1 of the Choctaw Nation vs the United 
States, in a list of names of the register made by Colonel 
George W. Martin, United States Locating Agent in Mississippi 
in 1831, appears the name of Che-kach=you, 


bib have you ever heard that that person was your aneestor? 

es sir. 

Who teld you so? <A My mother. 

Your mother? A Yes sir. 

Did she tell you about George W. Martin's Register; now I am 
not asking you if your mother told you that you had an ancestor 


by the name of Che-kach-you, that isn't the question; the ques- 

tion is: did she tell you that that name on George W. Martin's 

Register was your ancestor? A Yes sir. 

Are you sure about that? A Yes sir. 

What would she know about George W. Martin's Register; could 

she read and write? A Yes sir. 

And do you know for elegy Scr dpe that she told you about that 
: rreat-og d 9? 


name on that list and 
Yes sir. 

When and where did she tell you that? A Arkansas, Greene 
Couhty. 

How long ago? A Nine years ago. 





Judge Thomas: 


How often did you hear your father and mother talk about this? 
I don't know. 





4. 


é 


Q Was it often or not? A Yes sir, it was pretty often. 
By the Commission: 


What became of that land de you know, if Che-ka-ehye ever got 
any? <A TI doen't know. 

gad zen ever hear that it was taken from him by any way? 

o sir. 

Did you ever hear that he assigned it to anybody? 

Did you ever hear that he assigned it to anybody by the name 
of Jno. B, Davis? A No sir. 

How you havé. heard about Che~kach-you and you have heard about 
George W. Martin and you have heard abeut the mc | Why haven't 
you heard about Jno. 8. Davia; he seems to have got hold of 
that land someway; did you éver hear about him? A No sir. 


Judge Thomas: 


The land selected by Che-kach-you, or ancestor of the 
claimant, wag, upon investigation, found to be land which had 
been set apart for sahool purposes, and was therefore not 
susceptible of being located on by a-member of the Choctaw 
Indian tribe; therefore the selection was cancelled and there- 
fore he lost his land. 


the Commission to Judge Thomas: 


Yeu have evidence of that Judge? A Yes sir, 
G@n prove that? A Yes sir, the records of the Land Office 
and of the War Department both show it, 


the Commission te the applicant: 


What other proof have you that this same Che-kach-you whose 
mame appears in Velume 1 of the Choctaw Nation vs the United 
States government, and whose land according to this statement 
was taken for publie s@hool purposes, what other evidence have 
you beside what your mother has told to you that he is the same 
person as your ancestor and that these two names are the names 
ea = identical persen; it is family tradition is it? 

es sir, 


The Choctaw Indians who stayed in the old Choctaw Na- 
tion in Mississippi and Alabama after the treaty of 1830 was 
ratified, were required, if they wm ted to take advantage of 
article fourteen of the treaty of 1830, to go to the United 
St n Within six months after 
the ratification of this treaty, and tell him that they wanted 
to stay in Mississippi, take land there and become citizens 
of the states. A good many Indians refused te go to the Choo- 
taw Nation and a good many went to Golonél Ward and attempte 
ed to register with him but he refused to put their names upon 
his list known as Ward's Register. His neglect te do this 
caused a good many Indians who had land in Missiesippi upon 
which they had improvements, to lose both their land and im 











provements; the government took both from them and sold them 
at ite pubdlie land sales, This caused so many complaints 
mneng the Choctaw Indians that in 1837, by an act approved 
Mareh 3rd of that year, a Commission was appointed which went 
to Mississippi and heard claimants under article fourteen of 
the treaty of 1830. In 1842 another Commission was appointed 
by Congress, under an act approved August 23rd of that year, 
and this Commission went to Mississippi also and heard clain- 
ants under article fourteen of the treaty of 1830. 


Q De-you-know Boe of your Choctaw ancestors went before either 
of these two C ssiens and claimed any benefits as Choctaw 
Indians under that artiole of that treaty? A No sir, I don't 

know. ' 

Did any of your Choctaw ancestarés: Feeeive any scrip from the 
evernment which Bt 49 then te select land either in Miss- 
ssippi, Alabama, Louisiana or Arkansas, to be taken from vacant 

geveranent land and to replace land which they had formerly held 
m the old Choctaw Nation in Mississippi and Alabama? 

IT don't know. 


This sorip or these certificates were issued under 
the act of Congress of August 23, 1842. 


Have you any other evidence or testimony that you want to intro- 
duce now in support of your claim? A Wo sir. 


Judge Thomas: 


There will be further evidence introduced in this 
case; there is an officer going to be sent to Mississippi to 
take evidence. 

the Commission: 
Thirty days time ig allowed this applicant in which 
to introduce further testimony in support of this application. 


Do you speak the Choctaw language? A No sir. 
Exhibit "A" is presented by applicant, being the 


genealogy of his family, and filed with the record in this 
case, 


What relation are you to Louis Bramlett? Who has made applica- 
tion here to be identified as a Mississippi Choctaw? 





Brother. 
DO-y went to refer to his case? A Yes sir. 

For the purpose of consolidation of these cases? A Yes sir. 
And to Alice Gardner's case? A Yes sir. 


Reference is here made to these two cases of Louis 
Bramlett, MC R 5582, and Alice Gardner, MC R 5574, for the 
purpose of consolidation. 














M.O.R. 5645, 
COPY, 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, Vebruary 6, 1903, 


Dumpie L. Bramlett, 
Harrisburg, Arkansas, 
Dear Sir: 

You are hereby advised that on the 6th day of February, 1903, 
the Commission to the Five Civilised Tribes rendered a decision in the 
Consolidated ease of Margaret Hunt, et al., embracing the following 
@pplications for identification ag Missiesippi Choctawa: 

Margaret Hunt, et al., 5581 
Malinda Persfull, et al., 5585 
Lena Million, et al., 5586 
Louis Bramlett, et al., 5562 
Zora Bramlett Vannoy ,et al,, 5641 
Tilmon Brawlett, 5642 
Monroe Bramlett, 5643 
Richard Bramlett, 5644 
Dumpie Leander Bramlett, $645, 


These applications were made under the provision of the Act 


of Congress of June 28, 1898 (30 State., 495), which is as follows: 


"Said Comaission shall have authority to determine the 
identity of Choctaw Indians claiming rights in the Choctaw 
lands under article fourteen of the treaty between the United 
States and the Choctaw Nation, concluded September twentyv~ 
seventh, eighteen hundred and thirty, and to that énd may ad-~ 

ter oaths, examine witnesses, and perform all other acts 
necessary thereto, and make report to the Secretary of the 
Interior." 





Said decision concludes as follows: 





"It is therefore the opinion of this Commission that the 
evidence herein is insufficient to determine the identity of 
Margaret Hunt , Ret tie Hunt, Hlsie Hunt, Malinda Persfull, Myrtle 
Persfull , Henry Persfull, Walter Persfull, Jasper Persfuil, Lena 





Million, Ellie Million, Marshall Million, Duke Million, Louis 
Bramlett , Myrtle Bramlett, Claud Bramlett, Lelar Brawlett, Estle 
Bramlett, Harrison Bramlett, Zora Bramlett Vannoy, Clarence Vannoy, 
Clara Vannoy, Classie Vannoy, Tilmon Bramlett,..Monroe Bramlett, 
Richard Bramlett and Dumpie Leander Bramlett ‘as Choctaw Indians 
-entitied:. te Fighte..dn.the. Choctaw under.the provisions of.. said. 


article fourteen of the treaty of eighteen hundred and thirty, 
and that the applications for their identification as such should 
be refused, and it is 80 ordered," 


You are further advised that you will be allowed fifteen days 
from the date hereof within which to file arguments in this office, and 
that at the expiration of said time the papers in the case, together 
with such arguments, will be forwarded to the Secretary of the Interior 
through the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 

Respectfully, 


Gh 
4 “ 


( Y 4 49 404 x) ym 
& Breckint were & + 
’ ) ‘& 


Commissioner in Charge, 


~ "Registered. 








M.C.R. 5645. 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, yovember 4, 1903, 


Dumpie L. Bramlett, 
Harrisburg, Arkansas, 
Dear Sir: : Ly 


You are hereby notifies that on the 2?th aay of October, 
1903, the Secretary of the Inter2or affirmea the decision of this 


Commission refusing the applications for identification as Mississ- 
ippi Choctaws of the several persone included in tie consolidated 
case of Margret Hunt, et al., of which decision You were advised 
by registered mail ‘on the 6th day of February, 1903, 


Respectfully, 
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Cha irman 2 
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In the matter of ‘te apptioation of Ram. qurabe, et al., 
for identification as. ‘Anatontypé borat MyGek, 8646, 


Original application of ‘heeae; Pais Sok 
the Dawes Commission for rribecten os 
issippl Choctawsq<<<-----<---s96—sam 


Testimony before the Commi ss ion of i 
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Testimony before the Commission of. 


; John OWENALO~ ~~ —nn nme nnd ernie nein nw mw Hern 
“APPL dard of Robert Ander dbtie==shpeeiinnnanntnacntnn nana 
Decieion of the Commission refusing the -ap~ 


Jdoation of Emma Turnbo,.¢t. Bly, for. identi- 
{eation as Missiesipps Choctawa--------~---- 
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DEPARTMENT OF INTERIOR, 
COMMISSION TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES, 
Muskogee , Indian Territory,May 22,1902. 


In the matter of thé application of Ruma Turnbo for the 
identification of herself and four minor children, Vesta P.,Olna N., 
Notta J.,and Ora L.,as Mississippi Cheoctaws. 


APPEARANCES: L.P.Hudson,Attorney for applicant. 


Said Emma Turnbe,being first duly sworn,testified as 
follows: 


Examination by the Commission. 


What's your name? A’ Emma Turnbo. 

What's .your age? A Forty. 

What's your postoffice address? A Caney. 

Indian Territory? A. Yes sir. 

How leng have you lived there? A Semething near six months. 
Where did you live before that? A Denison. 
Hom lovig did you live in Demison? A I lived there five years. 
Where were you born? A. In Mississippi. 

Where in Mississippi? A Meridian. 

How leng did you live in Meridian? A. Until I was about eighteen. 
You went from Meridian where? A Texas, reat 

Where did you live in Texas? A Tarrant County. oe 

You lived in Texas how long? A‘ Nearly twenty-two years. 

Is your father living? A Wo #ir, 

Ig your mother living? A Yes «ir. 

What's your father's name? A Sohn T. Bailey. 

What is your mother's name? A Florine Bailey. 

You claim your Choctaw blood threpgh which parent? A My grand- 
parents. 

Q Father or mother? A Pather. 
Q How much Choctaw bloed do you Glaim? A One eighth. 

Q Has your father ever been recognised in any way or enrolled as a 
member of the Choctaw Tribe of Indians by the Choctaw Tribal 
authorities or the United States authori ties in Indian Territory? 
A No sir,not that I know of, 

Q Have you the proof of the marriage of your father and mother 
with you? A Yes sir, 

Q You have it here with you? A Yes sir. 


g 
Q 
y 
Q 
Q 
Q 
| 
Q 
9 
Q 
Q 
@ 
Q 
g 
So 
Q 
Q 
Q 





By Mr.Hudgon: She has the family record. 





What is the statement from that recerd? A John T. Bailey and 
Vlorine Bailey was married August 22nd,1852,. The family record get 
burned up, 

Q Is that the original record? A Yes sir,that's my father's hand- 
writing. 


Commission; 
The family bible with the original record preeeceee by 
this applicant 6f the marriage ef John be Sley and 
Plorimem Bailey her mether,Meridian August 22,1863. It 
appears to be the eriginal entry made at ‘the time of said 
marriage in said bible and 4% appears to be family 
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bible of the applicant. 


Are you married? A Yeas sir, 

Is: your husband living? A Yee air. 

Is he a white man or a Chegtaw Indian? A White man. 

What's his name? A Nathan A, Tarnbe. 

Do you make any claim for him? A Mo sir. 

What is the name of your eldest child under age and unmarried? 
Vesta P. Turnbo. 
How old? A Fourteen, 

Is that a girl? A. Mo #ir,a. boy. 

Next? A Olna HN. Turnbo. 

Boy or girl? A Boy, 

Hew old? A Twelve. 

Next? A Nona J; 

Is. that. a girl? A yes sir. 

Hew @1d? A Six years old, 

Next? A. Ora L. 

Girl? A Yes sir. 

How old? A Three years old, 

Q Is that all? A Yes sir, 

Q Is Nathan A. Tarnbe the father of these children? A Yes sir. 

Q Are are you and your husband and your children living tegether 
at your home? A’ Yes. sir. Sy 

Q Were either yor or your husband married before you married each 
other? A. No sir. ‘ 

Q Is your name. on any of the Tribal rolls of the Choctaw Wation in 
Indian Territory? A. Wo sifunot that I know. of. . 

Q@ Did you ever make: application for. cigizenahip in‘ the Chec- 

fan BENE oe te the Chocta w Tribal authorities in Indian Yerritory? 
A °o sir, > 

Q Have you ever made application for yourself or -ahilaren for citize 
enship in the Chectaw Wation to the Dawes Commission under the act. 
of Congress of June 10,3896? A No sir, 

Q Is this the first appligation that you have @¢yer made to any 
authority whatever for cit aship in the Choctaw Nation? or yourself 
and children? A Yes sir, 

Q You mever have been enrelied with your children as ocitizens of 
the Choctaw Nation by either the Choctaw Tribal authorities, the 
sion to the MPive Civiliged Tribes or the United States Court 

in Indian Territory? A We sir, 

Q@ Do you now come before the Commission to identify yourself and 
these children as Mississippi Chootaws? A Yes sir. 

Q Do yeu claim under article 14 of the treaty of 1830? A Yes sir. 


PRPLLBPPALL PLL BLO 








Q you understand that article? + 
yo nt an explanation of the article? A Yes sir. 


The treaty of 1830 was made between the United States Gov- 
ernment and the Choctaw Indians at a ap called Dancing 
Rabbit Creek,in Mississippi,en the 27th day of Se ‘tember, 
1830, The ob ect of the treaty was, to remove as ar as 
Practigable,ailof the Chectam,Indiana whe lived in the 

old Chestaw yation from that nation to the Choctaw Nation, 
Indian Territery. Before the treaty was Signed it became «x 
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known that a goed any Choctaw Indians would not go to the 
Choctaw Nation Indian Territery and on order to pretect 
the interests of thome Indians who stevsd back in the 

eld Choctaw Natiog article 14 was dra. sa and put into the 
treaty of 1830. It reads as follows: 


“Each Choctaw head of a family being desirous to re- 
main and become a citizen of the States shall be permitted 
to'do so by signifying his intention to the Agent within 
six months from the ratification ef this treaty and he or 
she shall thereupon be entitled to a reservation of one 
section of six hundred and forty acres of land,to be 
bounded by sectional lines of survey; in like manner shall 
be entitled to one half that quantity for each unmarried 
child which is living with him over ten years of age; and 
® quarter section for such child as may be under ten 
years of age,to adjoin the lecation of the parent. If 
they reside upon said land, intending to become citizens of 
the States,for five years after the ratification of this 
treaty,in that case a grant in fee simple sha 1 issue; 
said reservation shall include the present improvement of 
the head of the family er a pertion of it. Persons who 
claim under this article shall not lose the privilege of 
a Choctaw citiszen but if they ever remove are not to be 
entitled to any portion of the Choctaw annuity." 


Q Do you understand that article? A Yes sir. 

Q Did any of your Choctaw ancestors comply or attempt to comply 

with any of the provisions of that article of that treaty? A Yes 
sir,that's what I was always told. 

Q Who complied with it? A wy great-grandfather. 

Q What was his name? A John Moore. 

Q How much Choctaw blood did he have? A Full blood. 

Q Did he live in Mississippi in 1830? A Yes sir,that's what I was 
told. 

Q Was he the head of a family there at that time’: A Yes sir,that's 

what I was told. 

How old would he be if living now? A I couldn't @ell you. 

What was the name of his wife? A Nancy Moore. 

Was she a white woman? A No Sir,she was a half blood. 

You claim thmugh your father? A My father and my grandmother. 
And he claims through whom? A He claimed through his mother. 
And her name was what? A Nancy Moore. 

And Nancy Moore claimed through whom? father or mother? A Nancy 

moore was my grandmother and John Moore was my great grandfather; 


SLLLLLO 





Naney Heere n pro 7 namé and John Moore was my great 
grandfather. 
Q WNancy,then,is the daughter of John? A She married a Bailey. 

Q Was Nancy the daughter of John Moore? A Yes sir. 

Q@ Give me the name of the wife of John Moore,if you can? A No sir 
I dontt believe I ean. 

Q Did Nancy Moore live in Mississippi? A Yes sir,that's what I've 
always been told. 

Q Was she born there? A Yes sir,that's the way I've always under- 
stood it. 

Q How old would your father be if living now? A I don't know-- 
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he was born October 11,1827. 

Q Was he bern in Mississippi? A Yes sir. 

Q That was your father? A Yes sir. 

Q And his father's name was what? A Alfred Bailey. 

Q And his mother's name was what? A Nandy Moore. 

Q Who married Alfrea Bailey? A Yes sir, 

Q From that statement it’ would appear that your grandmother »Nancy 
Bailey,whose maiden name was Nancy Moore,lived in Mississippi in 
'27,when your father was born there? A Yes sir. 

Q Don't you think that Nancy Bailey was your Choctaw ancestor who x 
lived in Mississippi im 18309 A ‘Yes sir, 

Q And who had a family there then? A Yes sir,that's what I've been 
teld by my father. 

Q@ Going back further,Naney Moore who married Alfred Bailey,she 
Claimed through her father,John, did she not? A Yes sir. 

Q His name was John Moore? A Yes sir. 

Q And he was your great grandfather? A Yes sir. 

Q@ Did any of your Cho taw ancesters own any improvements on land 
in Mississippi or Alabama in 18307 A Well,I was told-- 

Q@ What were you tola4? A I heard my father talk about that they 
owned land there. 

Q Who owned improvements on land in Mississippi in 1830,if you know? 
A John Moore. 

Q Your great-grandfather? A Yes sir, 

Q What did those improvements consist of? A I couldn't tell 

you, 

Q Did any of your Choctaw ancestors own any land or claim any 
land in Mississippi or Alabama in the old Choctaw Nation under 
article 14 of the treaty of 18507 A That's what I've béen told. 

Q Who owned the land there? A My great grandfather and grand- 
mother. 

Q Did Nancy Bailey own any? A That's what my father said. 

Q Where was her land situated? A I eouldn't tell you. 

Q What became of it? A I don't know, 

Q Was it obtained under article 14? A Yes sir,that's what I've 
been told. 

Q What makes you think so? A Because my father always told us. 

Q Are there any records in existence showing that she claimed or 
owned land under that article? A Not that I know ef. 

Q Did any f your Choctaw ancestors go from that old Choctaw Nation 
wast of the Mississippi River to the Choctaw Nation Indian Territory 
with the other Indians between 1833 and 1838? A Not that I know 
of. 

Q Did any of your Choctaw ancestors within six months after the 





ratification of the treaty of 1830 go to the United States Indian 
, nd arved to stay in Wiss issippi, take 


AFLCGT . > G > ti v 
land there and become citizens of the States? A No Sir,not that I 
know of. 


The Indian who remained in the old Choctaw Nation after 
the treaty of 1830 was ratified was required,if they 
wanted to take advantage of article 14 of that treaty, 

to go to the United States Indian Agent within gix months 
from the ratification of that treaty and tell him 

that they intended to stay in Mississippi,take land there 


y 
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and become citizens of the States. A good many Indians 
did this whose names Col.Ward neglected to put upon his 
list,known as Ward's Register; his neglect to do this 
caused @ good many Indians who had land and improvements 
in the eld Choétaw. Nation to lose both; they were taken by 
the Gevernment afd sold. This caused so many complaints 
that in 1637 and 1642 Commissions were appointed by acts 
of Congress at various times,which Commissions went to 
Mississippi and heard these claimants under article 14 

of the treaty of 1830, . 


Q Did any of your Choctaw ancestors go before either the Covmission 
of 1857 or the Commissionof 1842 and elaim any benefits as Chéctaw 
Indians under that article of that treaty? A No sir,not that I 
know of. rigs 

Q Did any of them ever receive any scrip from the Government. which 
entitled them to seleot land either in Mississippi,Alabama,Louisiana 
or Arkansas ,from vacant Government lend,to take the place. of land 
which they formerly held in Mississippi and which the Government 
had taken from them and sold? A = No sir,not that I know of, 


* This sorip was issued under an act of Congress approved August 
35,1842. 

Q "Have you any documentary evidence that you want to introduce 
at this time? A wo sir. 

Q Do you want a little time in which to introduce additional 
testimony in this case? ,A Yes sir. 4 


Thirty days time is allowed this applicant in which to 
introduce proper testimony in support of this claim if 
she so desires. 


Speak the Choctaw language? <A No sir. 


This applicant has the appearance and physical character- 
istics of being descended from white parentage; black 
eyes, medium dark complexion,brown hair. She has no 
knowledge of the Choctaw language and no knowledge of a 
Compliance on the part of her ancestors with any of the 
provisions of article 14 of the treaty of 1830. 





Willis Jackson,being called upen to testify in this casé@ and 
being first duly sworn,testified as follows: 


Examination by the Cammission. 


What is your name? A Willis Jackson. 
What is your age? A About fifty-three. 
What ia your postoffice address? A Atoka. 
Citizen of the Choctaw Nation? A Yes sir. 
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- .Q. Do. you know Emma Turnbe? A Yes sir. 
‘@. Do you want to say anything in regard to her application? A 
sir, 
Q What do you know about her being a Ohoctaw Indian or haying 
Dhoctaw Inifan blood? A She's a Mississippi Chectaw. 
Q How do you know? A’. I know back there in Mis#iseippi. 
Q Who knew who back thers in Mipsiseippi? A Moore. 
Q What Moore? A Jehn Moore. 
Q Did you use to dive in Mississippi? A Yee sir. 
Q How old are you tow? A Fifty+three years old. 
Q How do you know your age? A My fathers and mothers got my 
age. 
Q When were you borm?. A I don't Inow. 
Q Hew do you know your ace if you don't knew when you were born? A 
father and mother, 
Where were you born? A Newton County Mississippi. 
How long did you live in Mississippi? k I lived in Mississippi 
orty years. 
You were forty years old ‘when you came here? A Yes sir. 
And you are fifty-three years old now? A Yes sir. 
How long have you been here? A About twelve years. 
You have! been here twelve years,have you? A Yes. 
Who. was John Moore? A Cho¢taw, 
Did he live in Missisedppi' in 1830? A Yes air. 
How do you know? A Yes sir. ; 
Did you know him then? A Yes sir, 
You knew him in 1830,did you? A Yes sir. 
Are you sure Bbout that? A Yes Sir, >: 
No doubt about that? A. wo gir. - 
And you are how old? A Fifty-three. . fee ee 
And you knew him 72 years ag0;aid you? A T don't ictow, 
Expiainnte me how it is tha you knew Jehn Moore in‘ 18307 
I saw John Moore-~1 thought the same man. I know Choctaw. 
But you said you knew him in 1830,did you; you take that back, 
don't you? A No,I don't belteve I know him then. 
Q Do you know anything about the treaty of Danc ing Rabwvit Creek? 
A Yes sir,I've heard about it, 
Q Did John Moere--did he €o to that treaty? A. I don't know. 
Q. Did any of your friends go to that treaty? A No. 
Q@ Do you know whether John Moore complied with the provisions of 
article 14 of that treaty? A I don't know that. 
Q Do you know anything about that article 14? A No sir. 
Q How old was John Moore when you knew him there in Mississippi? 
A Pretty old-=I don't know how ola 
Q How de you know he had any Choctaw blood? A He was Ghoctaw as 
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far as I know. 
Q is —been iri@d to by Emma Turnbo that his daughter Nancy 
Moore whe married Alfred Bailey lived in Mississippi in 1827, because 
they had a son born there at that timea,do you know anything about 
that? A No. 

Q How do you know that Emma Turnbo ie the daughter of this John 
Moore you have been talking about? A I knows her. 

Q@ Did you mow her back in Mississippi? A Wo-. 

Q When did you get aequainted with hér,then?. A-In the Territory; 
then I know her father. , 

Q John Moore died in Miss ispippi,didan't ne? A Yes sir. 


‘ 
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Q, Did you use to live in Mississippi? A Yes Sir,raised there. 

Q And you are now how old? A Fifty-six years old. 

Q .When did‘you come from Mississippi? A I come from Miss issippi-~- 
well;I've been backwards and forwards two or three times in the last 
ten‘ years, 

Q. What do you know about her Choctaw ancestry? A I know Nancy 
Moore--I ikmew her father. 

Q WNaricy Moore who married Bailey?’ <A Yes Bir,she was called old 
Grandma Moore--I used to know her and see her. 

Q@ Did you know alfred Bailey? A No sir, he was her grandfather ; 
I think he was dead; I donit think I recollect hin, 

Q He was the father of Emma Turnbo,wasn't he? A Wo gir,I don't 
think he wag, 

Q Give me thé name of her father,then? A John Bailey. 

Q And her mother is Florine Bailey? A Yes sir. 

Q Did you know her? A Yes:sir. 

Q Where did they live? A They lived inkississippi,in Lauderdale 
County. ; 

Q She mkt claimed through her father ,John T, Bailey,didn't she? A 
I think ga, ’ 

Q Who was Alfred Bailey? A .Y¥ suppose he was her grandfather--I 
think he died before I knew him. 

Q@ Alfred Bailey married wham?’ A I dontt know--I knew John Bailey. 
Q@ Did you know John Moore? A No sir. 

Q What you are testifying to ig you knew her father? A Yes sir. 

Q What do you kmow about John T. Bailey having Choctaw blood? 

A He looked like it--always passed for it among the Choctaws. 

Q Did he look like a full blood?’ A No Sir,I don't think he did. 

Q Did he look like a half blood or quarter blood? A I think he 
was a quarter blood. 

Q Do you know? A Wo sir,I don't. 

Q Do you know anything further about John T. Bailey being a Choctaw 
Indian more than what you know from his appearance? A That's all-- 
I heard it. 

Q Do you know whether any of his ancestors complied with article 
14 of tie treaty of 1830? A No gir,I have heard they did but I 
don't know that. 

Q Who did you hear dia? A I heard that her grandmother did-- 
Nancy Moore, 

Q Who married a Bailey? A Yes sir. 

Q What did you hear that Nancy Moore,that married a Balley,did ? 

A I heard she got land from the Government. 

Q Do you know what was done with it? A No sir,I don't mow a 
thing about it. ; 
Q Did she get that land under article 14 of the treaty of 18307 A 





0 ont cng = ft oF 8 S G G 0 U é u as my impression. 
Q If these claims are based upon impressions they wouldn't amount to 
much? A That's what I've heard. 
Q Who did you hear it from? A All around among the Choctaw 
people--we all talked to one another. 
Q Who do you mean? A We Choctaws, 
Q You area Choctaw,are you? A Yes gir,I claim ao. 
Q You have a claim in as a Mississippi Ohoctaw? A Yes sir. 
Q Is there anything further you can state positively in reference 
to her Mississippi Choctaw ancestry? A I don't think there ig. 
Q How much Choctaw blood do you claim? A I olaim half bloed--my 
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A I just heard them say he was part Ghoctaw Mdia. 

During those seven months? A Yes sir, 

What was his occupation at that time? A He was a farmer. 

Did he look any darxer then you do? A About the same; I am 
very dark. 

You Nave Dlack eyes, black hair and dark brown mustache,, and 
davk complexion? A Yes sir. 

Ané@ you are a white man? A Yes. sir, 

And he 1coks-no, darker than -youn? <A No sir, 

DO you know anything more about him being a Choctaw Indian 
tian what they told you? A No sir. 

BO you know whether he complied or attempted to comply with 
article fourteen of the treaty of 18507 <A NO sir. 

You never heard them say anything about that? A No sir. 

All you know has been told you during those seven months, and 
having them tell you that he was of Ghoctay blood? A Yas site 
Did you ever hear them say how mich Choctaw blood he had? A 
No sir, 

And you know no more about his Choctaw ancestry or blood than 
what you heard him sayf <A That is all. 

How many times did you hea,» him say he had Choctaw blood? A 
A..good deal. 

How did he ever happen to bring the subject up? A There is a 
great many Indians about Meridian in that county, and in just 
talking about them he said he was Indian. 

Have you seen a good many white men that looked as dark as he? 
A Yes, thereis some few; he is a very dark skin white man if 
he is a white man. 

You will find that so in that country? A Yes sir, you will 
find that in all parts of the chimtry. 

That is about all you are able to testify to in regard to him? 
A Yes sir. 

You don't Know about his Choctaw ancestry further back than 
hinself do you? A. No sir, I don't. 

Do you remember of his ever stating: that any of his ancestors 
éver owned any land or claimed any land in Mississippi or 
Alabama under article 14 of the treaty of 18307 A No sir. 

Or that any of them went to Colonel William Ward, the United 
States Indian Agent within six months after the ratification 
cf that treaty, and tell him that they wanted to stay in Miss~ 
issipypi, take land there and become citizens of the states? 

A ue sir 

Or whether any ofthemtried to register under Colonel Ward un- 
der ‘article i4 of the Seeaty of aBrOe A No sir. 


Witness excused. 


20 days time from June 21st, 1903, is given this appli- 
cant in which to intreduce other’ testimony in support of this 
application; this time is given in addition to the original 
30 days extended Erna Turnbo in her original application. 





Sibsoriped and sworti te before me tite. 
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DNPARTMINT. OF. THE INTERIOR, 
~ Commer ssto3 TO THE FIVE CIVELIZED TRIBES. 
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In the matter of the application of Hams Turnbe, ¢t &1., 
for identification as Wiwsiseipp! Ghootave, M.0.R.5646. 
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““- DECI SL om 


It appears, from the record herein that application for Sih 
identification as Mipsissipps Choatans was made to this Commiesion 
by Buna Turnbe for herself and her four miner ohtldren, Vesta >., x 
Olna Ni, Bone J, and Ore L, Turtibd, under the following provietos, 
‘of the act of Congress’ approved June 28, 18698, (30 Stats., 496): 


"Said Commiseion shall have anthority: to determine the 
identity of Choctaw Indians eleiming rights inthe Choctaw 
lands under artidie pha ab of the treaty between the United 
States and the Choote® Nation, concluded Beptember twenty- 
seventh, eightpen hundred and thirty, and to that .end may ads 
minister oaths, (examine witnesses and perform ‘all other a¢ta © 
necessary thereto. and make report to the Secretary el the In- 
terior,” 


It alse appears that all of said applicents claim rights in 





the Cheotew lands under. artiole fourteen of the treaty dotwoen the 
United Stated and the Chectaw ‘Watton, ¢oncluded Septeuber twenty~.. 

' seventh, eighteen. hundred and thirty, by reason of being desoente 
ante of Jenn Moore, whe is ailaged oY nary Deen ‘a fuli-bieot Choker 
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Indian, and Nancy Batley (nee Moore) whe is alleged to have been 


an onewhalf blood Ghedtaw Indian; both of whom are allegeé to have 


resided in Mississippi in eighteen hundred and thirty. 

It further appears from the evidence submitted in support of 
said application, and from the records in the possession of the 
Commission, that none of said applicants has ever been enrolled 
by the Choctaw tribal authorities &s @ member of the Choctaw tribe, 
or admitted to Choctaw citizenship by a duly constituted court or - 
committee of the Choctaw Wation, or by the Commission to the Five 
Civilised Tribes, or by a decree of the United States Court in 
Indian Territory, under the provisions of the act of Congress ap~ 
proved June 10, 1896, (29 State., 321), 

The name John Moore appears on page 18, Volume 1 of the 
Claimant's Brief and Evidence in the ease of the Choctaw Nation vs. 
United States before the Court of Claims Wo.12742, in ™ register of 
Chectaws who wished to become citizens according te the previsiong 
of the treaty of eighteen hundred and thirty. " The name John Moore 
also appears on page 63, Volume 7 of American State Papers, Public 
Lands, in @ list of Indians owning farms in Mushulatubbe's PESTERONS 
in same record on page 126, as a white man in aw list of claims al- 
lowed under said treaty in Mingo Mushshultubbee's Distriet; on page 


153 of same reoord, the name John Moore,, ‘ ‘man h 





Indian wife appears in"a register of Choctaw names as entered by 

the Agent previous to the 24th of August, 1831, who wished to become 
citizens according to the provisions of said treaty." The name Nancy 
Moore appears on page 46, Volume 1 of said Claimant's Brief and 
Evidence, in the general deposition of John T. Hammond who testifies 





“3+ 
that Waney Moore whose name appears in the schedule of Choctaw 
claimants annexed thereto and which appears on page 50 of said 
record, was a citizen of the Choctaw Nation and the head of a 
family at the date of said treaty, and that the said Nancy Moore 
was present at the council of Indians at John Perry's and gave in 
her name to be registered for the five years stay and was duly 
registered within the time prescribed under gaid treaty; on page 
49 in a written statement made by Moontubbi, a Choctaw Indian who 
states that the attended the Counail held at the house of John Perry 
in the Choctaw Wation previous to the lst day of June, 1831, and at 
which time one Weney Moore signified her intention to'remain in the 
014 Choctaw Nation and become a citizen thereof; on page 75 in a 
list of names of reservees of Colonel George W, Martin's register of 
claims under article fourteen of said treaty, made September 30, 
1830; on page 170 in the general deposition of John T, Hammond 
who testifies that he saw on a book in the possession of Colonel 
Wm. Ward, a number of names of Choctaw Indians, one of whom was 
Nancy Moore; on page 263 as a member of Captain Turnbull's Com- 
pany, and the claimant in a list of claims rejected; on page 319 
in a list of names of Choctaw Indians whose claims were rejected, 
On page 628,Volume.7, American State Papers, Public Lands, the name 
Nancy Moore appears in the affidavit of John T. Hammond who testi- 


the Choctaw Wation in Mississippi and the head of a family; on page 


632 in the affidavit of Moontubbi who testifies to the same facts as 
appear ir ..:fidavit on page 49. of Claimant's Brief and Evidence; on 
page 640 of same record as the claimant in a list of names of Choe- 
taw heads of families residing upon land in Mississippi at the date 





oe td 
of said treaty, ‘There ig nothing in the testimony submitted by 
the applicants herein which would tend to shew that the John Moore, 
or Nancy Moore whose names appear in the records above cited are the 
identical persons through whom they claim. 

Tt does not appear from the testimony and evidence offered 
in support of said application, or from the records in. the posses- 
sion of the Commission relating to persons who complied or attempted 
to comply with the provisions of said article fourteen of the treaty 
of eighteen hundred and thirty, and to persons who heretofore were 
claimants thereunder, that the said John Joore, or Nanoy Bailey (nee 

Moore),, through whom these applicants claim, or an ancestor leas 
remote, signified (in person or by proxy) to Colonel Wm, Ward, 
Indian Agent, Choctaw Agency, an intention to comply with the pro= 
visions of said article fourteen, or presented a claim to rights ; 
thereunder to either of the Commissions authorised to adjudicate 
such ¢laims by the acts of Congress approved Maroh 5, 1837 (5 State:, 
180) and August 23, 1842 (5 Stats., 613). 

It is therefore the opinion of this Commission that the 
evidenoe herein is ineufficient to determine the identity of Kuma 
Turnbo, Vesta P, Turnbo, Olna N, Turnbo, Nona J. Turnbo and Ora L. 
Turnbo, as Choctaw Indians entitled to rights in the Choctaw lands 
under the provisions of said article fourteen of the treaty of 
eighteen hundred and thirty, and that the application for their 
indentification as such should be refused, and it is so ordered. 


COMMISSION TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES, 


Lame Parry | 
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Miss.Choctaw RS646. ~: 


Muskogee, Indian Territery, July 3, 1902, 


Rmuia Turnbo, 
Atoka, Indian yerritory, 
Dear .Aadan: 


Regeinpt ie hereby acknowledged of your letter of July dy 
inglosing affidavit ef Robert Anderson which you offer in support 


of your application for the identifieatien of yourself and your minor. ; 


children ag Miesinsippt Choetaws, and the ate has been file@ with 
the reoord in your ease, 


Yours truly, 


Commissioner in Charge. 








7 M.C.R, 5646. 
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Muskogee, Indian Territory, February 4, 1903. 


Emma Turnbo, 
Caney, Indian Territory. 
Dear Madam: 

You are hereby advised that on the 4th day of February, 1903, 
the Commission to the Five Civilised Tribes rendered a decision in the 
case of Bmma Turnbo, et al., applicants for identification as Miss- 
iasippi Choctaws, 

This application was made under the provision of the Act of 


Congress of June 28, 1898 (30 Stats., 495), which is as follows: 


"Said Commission shall have authority to determine the 
identity of Choctaw Indians olaiming rights in the Choctaw 
lands under article fourteen of the treaty between the United 
States and the Choctaw Nation, concluded September twenty- 
seventh, eighteen hundred and thirty, and to that end may ad- 
minister caths, examine witnesses, and perform all other acts 
cr patrols thereto, and make report to the Secretary of the 

nterior,® 


Said decision concludes as follows: 


"It is therefore the opinion of this Commission that the 
evidence herein is insufficient to determine the identity of Emma 
Turnde, Vesta P. Turnbo, Olna N. Turnbo, Nona J. Turnbo and Ora L, 
Turnbo, as Choctaw Indians entitled to rights in the Choctaw lands 
under the provisions of said artiole fourteen of the treaty of 
eighteen hundred and thirty, and that the application for their 
identification as such should be refused, and it is so ordered,® 


You are further advised that you will be allowed fifteen days 





from the date hereof within which to file arguments in this office, and 


that at the expiration of said time the papers in the case, together 





with such arguments, will be forwarded to the Seeretary of the 
saner ser Shreneh the Sompi not onary of Indian Affaire. 


bids Sr Pear LEAS ote 


Tait Le on” Bixby. 
Aoting Chairman. 


Registered, 








M.0.R. 5646, 
COPY. 
Muskogee, Indian Territory, February 4, 1903, 


Mansfield, MoMurray & Cornish 
Attorneys for Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations, 
South MeAlester, Indian Territory. 
Gentlemen: 

You are hereby advised that on the 4th day of Yebruary, 1903, 
the Commission to thé Five Civilised Tribes rendered a decision in the 
case of Emma Turribo, et al., applicants for identification as Miss- 
issippi Choctaws. — 

This application was made under the provision of the Act of 
Congress of June 28, 1898 (30 Stats., 495). 

Said decision concludes as follows: 

"It is therefore the opinion of this Commission that the 
evidence herein is insufficient to determine the identity of Ruma 
Ternbo, Vesta P, Turnbo, Olna NW. Turnbo, Nona J. Turnbe and Ora L, 
Turnbo, as Choetaw Indians entitled to rights in the Choetaw lands 
under the provisions of said article fourteen of the treaty of 
eighteen hundred and thirty, and that the application for their 
identification as such should be refused, and it is so ordered,® 

You are further advised that the applicants in this case have ; 
been allowed fifteen days from the date hereof within which to file ar- 
guments in this office, and that at the expiration of said time the pa- 
pers in the case, together with guoch arQuments, will be forwarded to the 
Secretary of the Interior through the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 


Respectfully, 





Acting Chairman, 





COPY. 


Muskoges, Indian Territory, February 20, 1903. 


The Honeradics 


fhe Secretary of the Interior, 


There is tranemitted herewith the resorm in the case of 
Emma Turndo, et a1,, applicants to the.domiission for identifica 
tion as Mississipyt chootawa, including the decision of the dom 
mission of February 4, 1905, 

fhe Vomeission has the honor to report that the principal 
applicant herein and the attorneys for the Choctaw and chick gov 
Nations have veen duly advised by letter of the sotion, of the tom 
mission, copies of said ietters being attached to the reeord, 

Respect fully, 


"=D, 


Turi Bixby. ie 


Aoting Chairuwan, 


Through the 
Gommissioner of Indian Affairs. 


2 inclogures; U,0,.R, 5646 








Land 
12764-1903 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
Office of Indian Affairs, 
WASHINGTON, May £5, 1903, 


The Honorable, 


The Secretary of the Interior, 


it have the honor to submit herewith for departmental con- 
Sideration record of the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribeg 
in the matter of the applieation of Ema Turnbo, for identifica- 
tion of horself and her 4 minor children Vesta P., Olna WN, ,Nona 
J. and Ora L, Turnbo, as Mississinpi Choctaws wheréin » aéeoision 
re jocting the applicants was ronderod by the Commission On Feb« 
Yruary 4, 1903. 

The regord in this case shows that tho epplicants base their 
Claim to a right to identification on their descent from John 
Moore, who ig allegod to have been a fullblooa Choctaw Indian, and 
Nanoy Bailey noe Moore, who is elaimod to have been a one-half 
blood Choctaw Indian and that they resided in the Choctaw Nation, 
Uississippi in 1830, 


The Commission rojocted the applicants on tis froumt tnat 





it did not appear from its regord thet the John Moore through 


whom tho applicauts claim, nor Nancy Bedley noe Moore through whom 


they also Glaim, oither Signified their intention to comply with 


* 





-~De 
the provisions of article 14 or presented a claim to rights there- 


under. 


While there was a John Moore who received land undor the 


14th artigle of the. Ghoataw treaty of 1850, and. who, had a} dshghter”> | 


named Nancy, his daughtor Naney was not married to a person of 
the name of Bailey in 1830, but hor husband at that time was named 
John Perry, tho applicants are unable to givo any evidence appar- 
ently es to the subsequent history of Nancy Mooro, although the 
records of this offico show that in 18637, she wont to the Choetaw 
Netion west, end that sho was still the wife of John Porry, A 
full presentation of the history of the Moore family as contained 
in tho rocords of this office hes beon submitted to the Depart~ 
ment under letters of January and May 14, 1903, in the eongoli- 
dated nee egtaet Choctaw cage of Silas Sharp et al, 1 do not. ‘ 
think thie “abpiteants! Revo made adage oben: whien:wotta Jusitdity we? 6 
reoxanination with reference to their descont from John itoore, 
and I, therefore, recommend thot the decision of the Comnission 
rejeoting thom be ayprovod. 

Very respectfully, 


A. C. TONNER, 
Acting Commissioner, 








ITD. 46340-1903. = 
LBS, 
DEPARTMENT OF THz INTRStOH, 


WASHINGTON, June 9; 1993, 


Commission to the Five Civilizea Tribes ‘ 

Muskogee, I, T, 

Gontl enen: 

February 20, 1903, you transmittedthe régord in the matter 
of the application for jMontification ap’ Migsieeippd Chostaws; of 
Kona Turnbo and Her minor onitaren. Vesta P,; Olne m., Nona Jo's 
and Ora lL. Turnbo, inoluéiting your doasoon: bz February 4, 1903, 
refusing the appligation, pisces ex! gt 

The applicants ¢laim rights to Gnodveiy lands unddr ‘artiele ; 
14 of thé treaty of September 27, i8s0, by reason of being doe 3 
scendants ef John Noore, a full b1l06é Choctaw Indien, throvgh tts 
deughter, Haney Bailey (nee Moore), baternel grandmother of fie 
pringipal appligant, it being alleged that. saia amestorsa were 
repidents*of the Choataw Nation in Mississippi in 1830. 


in your degision you state that thé hamés of John Noore end 


Nancy Moove appear on the regords in your possession, but that: thes, a 


testimony fails to show. that thé John Mobre\and | Nandy Moore whoge * 





ade 

Reporting May 25, 1903; the Agt ing Comai nak onde of Tndian 
Affairs states that th: re was a John Moore who Pecelved lena unter 
article 14 of the treaty of 1830, ana who) iad! o daughter anoy, 
This daneghter was not marriea tors perdo® by the Mahe of Bailey 
in 1850, ‘but ‘her husband at that time was named John Perry, 

After reviewing the wholé record. ead OonBidering ‘tho limited 
information which the withessep are abie to furnish regarding the 
applicants’ ancestors, tho Departmont Reee nO. reason to disturh 


your decision and tho same ’i¢s hereby alfixmea, 


Respectfully, 


(Bignod) THOS. RYAR, 
1 inclosure, Aoting Seoretary, 








MsO,R, P6426 
COPY: 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, July 15, 1903. 


mama Turnde, 

Ganey, Indian Territery,. 
Dear Madam 

You are hereby notified that on the 9th day of June, 
1903, the Seeretary of the Interior affirmed the de¢ision of this 
Gommission refusing the application fer identification as Migsis- 
sippi Gheetews of the severad yorsens inoluded in the case of 
mama Turbo, ot als, of whith deoteion you were advised by regie- 
tered mail en the 4th day of February; 1903. 

Reepeetfully, 

ear Gee Needlee, 
Commissioner in charge, 








copy: M.C.R. 6646 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, July 15, 1903. 


Mansfield, MeMurray.& Cornish, 

Attorneys for the Chootaw and Gii¢kasay Nations, 

South MeAlester, Indian Territory. 

Gentlemen: 

Tou are hereby notified that on the 9th day of June, 
1906, the Seeretary of the Interior affirmed the decision ef this 
Commission refusing the applitation for identifioation ae Missie- 
sippi Choctaws of the several persons included in the case of 
Rema Tufhbo, et al., of which decision you were advised by mail 
on the 4th day of February, 1903, 

Respectfully, 


T. B. Needles. 


Commissioner in Charge. 








MCR 8646 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, December 3, 1903. 


Ben Bailey, 
Grapevine, Texas. 
Dear Sir: 

Receipt is hereby acknowledged of your letter of November 
29, 1903, in which you ask if it is too late for you to make appli- 
cation for identification as a Mississippi Choctaw. You also ask 
if Hmma Turnbo has been identified. 

In reply your attention is invited to the following pro- 
vision of the Act of Congress approved July 1, 1902, which was 
ratified by the citizens of the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations Sep- 
tember 26, 1902: 

"The application of no person for identification as a 
Mississippi Chootaw shall be received by said Commission after six 
months subsequent to the date of the final ratification of this 
agreement.* 

Under the above legislation the Commission is now without 
authority to receive or consider the application of any person for 
identification as a Mississippi Choctaw. 

You are further advised that on June 9, 1903, the Secre- 





tnterior approved the decision of the Commission re- 


fusing the application made by Boma Turnbo for the identification 


of herself and minor children as Mississippi Chootaws, of which 





departmental action she waa duly notifieden July 18, 1903. 
Commission now considers her onse. closed, 
2 4 sect f diy, 
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For Identification as a Mississippi Choctaw, 


Date MAY 9 ] 1902 
Name Crees ads f 0 
ae LO — —— Blow Ve 


Post-Office Carcy, rag. 


rate Dake. 1 Bron bon 
7, , 


Mother 1 


y Claims:through 


Children 


Casa. -. (Seer = AE She 
Oly a. AW 4 M, Fz. 


Y ee PS ~ C 
AOS I» 0 Fe. 23 


Sy Se a 
C L ei: Ctr - for same / 
R eCYr 22 ot — 
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Depar tnen Prinent’ efcthe Tatevter 
Comin tothe ive 'd lined Tribes 
iugelaee, xi Pi Jury Fi A901. 4 


In the pine et “i Xoation for enrollment as citizens 
by: bleed ef the aw. toa: Mary J. Watson and her two chilaren 
Annie Ethel Wate, on and Naceis Pertrece Watson. 


Applicant representa by Her. Stene. 


Lary, 7. Wateom being first duly sworn ft Com: acddner 
Breckinridge teatified as fellows: ri 


Examination by the Oommission: 


Q. Whatwis your name? A. Mary J. Watson. 

Q.. How'eld are you? A. 20 years old. 

Q. Where do you live? A, Chidkagaw Nation, 
Indian Territery? A. Yes si¥. 

Whats your Port office?.A Tens. 

How long have you: lived in the Chickasaw Wation - in the Indim 
Territory? A, 12 years, 

wave roe ma intined a contineus residence here for the past 12 year 
A as iy. 

Wate your fathers neme? A. Benjamin Yranklin Brown. 

Is your father living? A. Yes sir. 

Whats your mether name? A. Almeda C. Brown, 

Is your mother living? A. Yes sir. 

Threugh which one of your parents do you claim your Cheetaw blood? 

My mother. 

Hew much Choetaw bleed do vou elaim? A. One-eighth, 

Are you maseisad?A. Yes sir. _ 

Are you making application for your husband? A Ne sir. 

Have you my children? A.. Yeu two, 

What are their neues and ages? A, Annie Ethel Watson ,five years 
@ld and Magcie Gertmade Watson, three years old, 

You are the mether ef both the se children? A, Yes sir. 

Both live with you? A, Yes sir. 

Whe's the father? A. Woodie Watson. 

Is he a white man? A. Yes sir, 

Is he livimg? A. Yea air. } ' 

Have you or has anyone for you before thin tine ever made appli- 

ot = Ane children ag citizens ef 


peees: 


fee. 


2ElLlLD 
o 





the Choctaw Nation? {. My metres did, 


This applicant is the daughter of Almedy Brown who 
made application to the Commission for enrelimént as a 
Citisen ef the C“octaw Nation at South. MeAl eater, 
Indi prethagic September” 1899/*her enrelluent vas 
at that time re used; at Muska ee Indian Territory 

on December 15, 1899 the applicant Almeéa Brown renew- 
@@ bhis application and included therein the li- 
Gant in this case wary J, Watson and her two ehildren 
Annie Ethel and waggie G. Watson, ‘The applicant 


tx 





‘ as her namie was 

‘ ‘aad x ner were ping 
‘ents @ Commiseion 
ci warehl her, 


‘a ta uti nene or ‘the neem: ‘et: iybar'' ives on of the tythe , 
hoe ‘ef, ae Chostaw wetter? Ae ecient 4X a. Ot...’ 


i bait Seton rolls of thet@isotaw Nation in - 


of the Commission gd 7 bem “7 
Tap -exmatond and ‘the same oft the 
war, Anes Tot appear. thereon ; nedthay.'s 


de | @ nate of her ‘two: thilaren, appqer 
thereon. 


7! art ; 7 iy ny 
you @ver been admitted te ath tnwudnlie re the dhoetkw enti’ 
ane of the tribal authorities a the Ghootan Nat ton? Ay 
BAP». 
you ever been admitted to citizenship im the Gheetaw. Nation 
the Omission to the Pive Civilized Tripes wider the Act 
Songréss of Jum 10, 18967 A. No sits 


The records of persons admitted to oit&xen- 
ship in the Choctaw Natian by the Commission 
te the Five Civilized Tribes under the act 6 
of Congress of June 10, 1896 have be en 
carefully examined and the nanew of this 
appideant or her two children do not appar 
thereon, 


Q. Have you.or yow" children evar heen admittted to oitizneship in 
the Cheotaw wation by a judgment of the United States Gourt in 
the Indian Territery. A. Mo sir, 


The repords of the Commission ef persons 
admitted te oitigenship in the Cheot a Nae 
tion by judgment of tha. United Sta’ en Court 
in the Indian Territory hewe been careful<- 
dy examined and the .nene ef this applicant 
nor her two hw®ildren de net apre ar thereon. 


Qs Are you the child of Alupda ¢. Brown? A. Yes air, 

Q. Her fathers name was Nathaniel. Williams? A. Yes sir. 

Qs. You claim your right te enroliment asa descendant of Nathaniel 
Williams? A Yes sir, 


Reference if hereby made to the application 
for, enroliment as o citin-m of the Cr. eotaw 
Nation of YPamie Ann Williaes No R 732. 








- . s « ; 


the oth 


, 


Gubseribed and sworn to before! we tits’ 


Ly 
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Department of the Interior. 
Commission to the Five Cividjsed Tribes. 
Muskogee, r.T. way Rl, 902, 


In the matter of the apphiertion for identifica ion as Missis- 
sippi Choctaws of Mary J. Watson for herself and her three minor 
children, Annie E., Maggie G., and EvA& Neal Watson. 


Attorney William C. Cravens appearing for mplicents. 
Vary J, Watson being first duly sworn testified as follows: 


Examination by the Commission. 


What is your name? A Mary J. Watson, 

How old are you? A Twenty-one. 

How much Choctaw blood do you claim? A One-eighth, 

What is your post office address? A tIona, I.T-. 

How lon: hnve you lived tere? A Twelve years. 

Where did vou live prior to your residence there? A Near 
Wynnewood, 

How long have you livedin Indian Territory? A Twelve years. 
Where did you live prior to your residence in Indian Territory? 
A Near Wynnewood. 

Where did you live before you moved to the Territory? A Texas. 
Were you born there? A Yes, sir, 

Is your fatter living? A Yes, sir, 

Wheat 1i5 his name? A Benjamin Franklin Brown. 

How old is he? A He is fifty-two years old. 

Is your mother living? A Yes, sir. 

What is hsr name? A Almeda C. Brown. 

How old is she? A ‘Forty-two. 

Which one of your parents do you claina your Choctaw blood 

from? A My mother, 

Is your mother Almeda C. Brown the same part who made appearance 
this morning before the Commission and applied for identifica- 
tion as a Mississippi Choctaw? A Yes, sir, 


Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
A 
Q 


Reference is here made to M.C.R. 5633, Almeda C. Brown, et al. 


Are you married? <A Yes, sir. 

Is your husband living? A Yes, sir. 

What is his namey A Woody Watson. 

Is he a white man? A Yes, sir. 

Does he make any claim to Choctaw blood? A No, sir. 


92 In doe A 





- nee . = 3 2 Nea ee 
Have you any children you desire to make application for at this 
time? A Yes, sir, 
How many? A Thres. 
Give me the names and ages please commencing with the oldest? A 
Annie E., she is six years old; Maggie G., four years old; Eva 
Neal Watson, three months old, 
How do you spell that name? A E-v-a. 
You are the mother of these ohildren? A Yes sir. 
Woody Watson their father? <A Yes, sir. x 
They derive their Choctaw blood from the same source that you get) 7% 


Co Aad 


BO DDDOODODO 


BEoOo 





#2 


A .¥es, sire 

Has your mether ever been recognised in any manner or enrolled 
as a member of the Choctaw tribe of Indians in Indian: ferritory 
ty the Chégtaw tribal authorities? A No, sir. 

Or by the authority of the United States? A No, sir. 

Is'your name or the namea of any of your Children to’be foumd 

on any of the tribal rolls of the Choctaw Nation in Indian 
werritory? A Wo, sir,. 

Did you or: any one for you or.your minor children sver make 
application. to the Ghoetaw tribal authorities in Indian rerritory 
to, be erolled as members of that tribe? A No. 

Did you in the year 1896 make application to the Commission te 
the Five Civilized Trines for citisenship in the Choetaw Nation 
under the act. of Gongress of June 10, 48967 A I did not, 

Have you been admitted to citizenship in the Chootaw Nation by 
the Choctaw tribal autherities, the Commission to the Five ‘ 
Civilized Tribes or the United States Gourt in Indian Perritory? 
A Wo, sir. 

Have you ever Made application prior to this time to either 

the Choctaw tribal autherities or the authorities of the United 
States, that is the Dawes Commission, to be admitted or enrolled 
as a citizen of the Choctaw Nation? A Yes; sir. 

Are you the identi cal Mary J. Watson who apgared before this 
Commission at Muskogee, Indian Territory, June 9, 1901, and made 
ye Ae ty to tor the enroliment of youself and your two minor 
children Annie Ethel, arid Maggie Gertrude, as citizens by blood 
of the Choctaw Nation? A Yes, sir. 

They are the same children whose names you have given in this 
time as Annie EF. and Maggie G. Watson? A Yes, sir. 


The records..of the Comaission show that Almeda Brown, the 
mother of this applicant, made application to the Commission for 
enrollment as a citizen of the Choctaw Nation at South McAlester 
Indian Territory, Septomber 1399; that her enrollment was at that 
time refused; at Muskogee, Indian Territory, on December 15, 1899 
renewed ter said application and included therein. thé applidant 
in this case, Mary J. Watson, and her two children, Annie B., and 
Maggie G. Watson. Almeda C. Brown, the mother of this applicant 
was informed at that tine that her enrollment was refused as her 
name was not on the Choctaw rolls, nor were the names of her 
parents on saiad rolls and that the Commis:ion was without 
authority to enroll them. 


Have you ewr been admitted to citizenship in the Choctaw Nation? 
A No, sir, 

Do you appear before the Commission at this tims for the purpose 
of claiming rights in the Choctaw lands, in Indian Territory, for 
yourself and your three minor children under the provisions of 
artiole fourteen of the treaty between the United States govern- 


+ — 





cr S OF - & Serre 


im40ITU AL Lig ITY 2a ea~ 6 
seventh, 1830? A. Yes, sdr. 
Do you understand that article and understand its requirements? 

A Yes, sir. 

What is the name of your ancestor who lived in the old Choctaw 
Nation and who was married and the head of a family at the time 
that treaty was made, the 27th of September 18307 A Nellie Folsom 
What relation to yout Q Great grandmother, 

You claim your Choctaw blood through your mother? A Yes, sir. 
Who does she get her Choctaw blood from? A Her father. 

What was his name? A Nathaniel Williams. 

Who does Nathaniel Williams get his Chootaw blood fran? A His 
mother. 





i" 
¢ 
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Q 


Yat wae her name? -A- Heliic. Yoisoui 

/Welie Folsom comply h. of attempt to comply with article 
fourtedn of the treaty of 18307. AI dent ‘know. 

(DIG'she om an/improvement wpon whatconstituted the old Cheetaw 
Nation in Mississippi or Alabama at, that time? A I could not 


tell ‘yon.. 

Did she within six mérnthe from the, time.the treaty of 1430 was 
ratified by Congress, that. is. the 2#thi day of Fevrtary 1832 
avvear before the United Statés Indian Agent there in the. did 
Choctaw Nation, and signify to him her dntention.te remain’ 

in the ‘old: Choctaw Nation and taking land ‘under article four - 
teen? A I-don't iktyow, : 

Did she remove from the old Choctaw Nation parla pa and. 
Alabama between thé years 1853 and 1838 to the New Choctaw ' 
Nation Indian Territory at. the time of the removal of the main 
Portion of the Choctaws? A I don't iatow, 


attorney: 


What do you mow from the history of the family; you know that 
she did not, don't -ou? A Yes, sir, 


the Commission: 


Did she claim or receive any land from the United States governe 
ment under the procisions of article fourteen of the treaty of 
1830? A T don't know. 


In accordance with the provisions of article fourteen the 
government directed its agent in the old Choctaw Nat ion to 
register their names of all Choctaws who wanted to remuin there 
and take land. The records of the government show that this 
agent failed to register the names of many Choctaws ‘who went be- 
fore him and signified their intention to take land. On this 
account in many instances the land which Choctaws held and 
which they desiredreserwd for them was seid by the cfovernment at 
its public land salés.This caused a great many complaints among 
the Ghectaws and these complaints finally reached Congress and 
Congress in 1837 appointed a Commission. In 1842 by another act 
Congress appointed a second Commissi on. Both of these Commissions 
went into the old Chectaw Nation in Missisai ppi and Alabama and 
investizated these complaints made by the Choctaws and the 
claims mad@¢ by some of them were allowed and others were re- 
jected. Of, the claims allowed if it was found that the land had 
not baen sol@ At the public land sales of the government the 
Indians were given it} if however the lands had been sold and 
Choctaws had established their claims to it sorip was issued in li 
lieu of the land which these Indians had lost at these public 





Did any of your Choctaw anpestors appear before either of these 
Commissions and attempt tolestablish claim to lands unier 
article fourteen of the treaty 1850? A I don't know, 

Do you know whether Nellie Folsom everreceived any benefits from 
the United States gowrnmént as a Choctaw IMdian? A I don't 
know, 

What relation are you to Blyira Josephine Brown and Flijah Wil- 
liams? A Uriele and aunt. 

Do you derive your Choctaw blood from the #@ame source that they 
do? A Yep, sir. 





, De, you @eeire your considered and consolidated with theirs 
end fhe Wyidenoe in ir cases to-he used as evidence in your: 
wane? Ai Yee,/ Sirs 
“te COTA in. your case made at the time 
Big ong grea nt ap & asespere by 
‘ athe. ‘ol nt,.as citizens 
“OHAlaren boa a July 9, 1902, 
vart of the pacord in your present 
applic#ion for the identifigation ‘of yourselfiend your three 
minor children as Missiesivpi Chootaws? | A» Ves, sir, 2’ 
Do you understand or’ speak the Chootaw dadgiages A Woy sir, 


transferred to and mide: 


The applicant has Aight brown haigy bindith gray eyes; fair. 


complexion; ‘features and appearaies of a persdn or white: parentage 
Fas no knowledge of the Cheetaw langu & nO knowlédge of de 
compliance on the part, of her anseste th any. of the pro= 
visions of article fourtedn of. the treaty of 1830. 


Examination by attorney: Cravens, 


You know according te the history of your family that Neliie 
Folsom and her son Nathaniel Williams. remained’ in Missisdppd, 

in the old Choctaw Nation, in Mississippi lonz after the Choctaws 
removed to the Western Country? “A Yes, sir. 

That is the understanding in the family? A Yes, sir. 

And that she died there? A Yes, sir. 


G. Resenwinkel being duly sworn on his oath states that as 
stenogrpier to the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes he 
reported in full all the proceedings had in the above entitisd 
cause on May 21, 1902, and that ths above and foregoing is a 
full, true and correct trarscript of his Stenogranhic notes in 
said cause cn said: date of ‘fay 1902, eas 


thie Ye Le; VA 


Notary Public. 








“pry Te: (Meteo, 
Tons, Indien Territory, 


Dear wa dani 


“Reeeipt te hereby acknowledged of the affidavit of Mary J, 
Watson and joint affidavit of Almeds (. Brown, W, T. Brown and 7./%. 
Huddleston, offered in the matter of the application of Mary J; Wat~ 
sen to be identified as a Choctaw Indian, in response to our commun ~ 
foation of warch 21, 1902, notifying you that you would be allowed 
thirty daye' from the date thereof within which to submit to the Com 
miss ion an bffidavit, corroborated by two witnesses, showing that ; 
you-and‘your children are entitled to be identified as Miseissippi 
Choctawe under the provisioné of the twenty firat section of the 
act. of Octighees ef June 86, 1698. = 
These affidavits have’ been filed with the records of the 
Commission and you are now advised that if it is your tn tention to 
attempt to prove such rights as you and your ohildren lain as de-~ 
scendants of Choctaw Indians who complied @ attempted to comply with 


thé: provisions o he fo nh 17 . notre, , as 





tween the United States and the Choctaw wation, ist will be necessary 





we As 
Wudi¥, 8 


for you to personally appear datorg ‘tng! Oueinis sion with such kay 
nussges as you may. be able to veoure. An gupport of said inate: 
You are further advised that Wow wi22. be allowed thirty, 
daye from. the Gate hereof within whioh. 3 submit evidence; and jay apr 
at the exp tration of that time, no personel ‘Sesh inony’ mubetentinsing a 


We 


£ ie 


the allegations in the afFilavite now filed ip preséntec, the bam 3.” 
mission will consider that you do not wish to proseaute the “otis oe x ak 
Mississippi Cho tews, an@ that the case is completed, and it wild, me 
proeeed to render its decision as to your rights to enrollment.” as 
sitizens of the chooteaw Nation and to identification as Missiesipys 


Choctaws, which decision will be duly made known to you when rendered 


Yours truly, 


Acting Chairman. 








att 
aye 
a | 


Mets 


: Wiapkeges,' Tidian. teres tory,’ danuery,”, 19055: 


De 


Mary Jy Watson, : 
.!  Tonay Tndien Yerritory. | 


Denr Madan: 


“e t 
Spe 
4 2 


ty 


You are. hereby advised” that. on the” Fth day of. Janvary, 
1903§% the Commlasion to the Pive Civilined. tries teidsred. a decis- 
ton in the consolidated case of Mivira Josaphine Brown, et: ales 


onbracing the following applications for identification as 


Miseiasippi Choctaws: 


Wivira Josephine Brow, 
Mattie Jane, Watson, et nl., 
» Minnie, Ms Griffith, 

Sarwuh Jane Henry, 

Sarah Belle Henry, et. al., 
¢onn Re Henry at alr, 
Birdie Py Kelly, 

Elijah Williems, et al,, 
Mary Magdalene Toad, et al., 
Aimeda C,. Brown, et al,; 
James Me Brown, —. 

Mary. ts Watson, et Ble, 
Margaret’ L. Trammel, et al.; 


M.C.Re 5631 
MiOsR. 8634 
M.CyRy 5635 


MeCaR, 1358: 


MeCu Re. S652 


Es CF 8653: 


MeOsRe BEBE 
tO. Re 5632 
¥nCyRe BOSE 
M.C.eRs E33 
MCR, ESB 
MeCaRy 8642 


MiteRs 2" 


These ‘applications vine made under the prévision ofthe 


aot of Congres of Fung'28, 1808 (So Stata,, 495), witeh 49 ma tole. vs 


Lowa: 


"Said Commiesion shall have authority to determine the 
identity of Choctaw Indians claiming rigtte in the Chootew 





AL} ane Be « oe - 
States and. the Choctaw Nation, ¢ 


seventh, eighteen hundiwd and thi 
nininsernetin, coating witnesses 


necessary: thereto, ‘and mwhke 
‘Gnteriors® P 


cena Shs aan | fe: 


VG a! £ 


onoluded § ptetuber wen ty~ 
sand. to ‘that en: may ade 
| perform sll other acts 
report to the Seeretary of the 


ys 





MoT aWe =2 


Said deoteion conoludes as follows; 


ert is ther 4 

evidetioe tehetn te Pil Si Me “yarn of this Commission that’ the 
Josephine Brown, Mattie Jane Watson Taamane the identity of Rivire 
Watobn, duti Watson, Minnie My Grictith: dorae sen ee yo 

: = “9 e Hen . 
~ Ke 5 mt Fee e ery a  T9Un,.F-  lenry. Dausie Haney. Bisate @. 
Willie May Williams, Rutha Belle Williams, Mary Magdaiene tedd 
Jesse Lee Todd; Wiltiam Virgil Todd, Almede C, Brown, Johnnie Db, 
Brown, Katie Lee Brown, Alite Gertrude Brown, Minnie E,. Brown, 
Bertiia May Brown, Cora Myrtle Brown, Mamie Hay Brown, Janes BN, 
Brown, Mary J. Watson, Anni®, Ethel Watson, Maggie. Gertrude Watson, 
Rva Neal Watson, Margaret L. Trammell, Thomas J. Tramegl, Sarah C, 
Trammel,, Prank, bremmel, Arthur Le Trammel, Willie B. Trammel and 
Ethel Pearl Trammel, “Choctaw Indians entitted to rights in the 
Choctaw lands under the provisions of said article fourteen of the 
treaty 6f. eighteen hundred and thirty, and that the applications 
for their identification as such should be refused, and it is so 
ordered.* 


You are further advised that you will be allowed fiftcen 
days from the dete hereof within which to file argusents in this 
office, arid that at the expiration of said time the papers in the 
case, together with such arguments, will be forwarded to the 
Seoratary of the Interior through the Commissioner of Indian Affaire, 


Respectfully, 


— ~ 


WW waa 
a a 


Aeting Chairman, 


ey ee 


Registered, 





® 





Copy NM, OR, 5GA7, 


Miskogee, Indian Territory, Decenher 3, 1908, 


Mary Ji Watson, 
¥ oS eta, theta Territory, 
Dear Madam; 

You are hereby motified that on the lst day of Hoven- 
ber, 1903, the Secretary of the Interior affirmed the degision or 
this Commission refusing the applications for identification as 


Mississippi Choctaws of the several persons inoluded in the oon- 
solidated case of Klviya Josephine Brown et al,, of which decis- 
ion you were advised by registered mail on the 7th day of Jamary, 
1903, 


Respeotfully, 
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For Identification as a Mississippi Choctaw, 


Date C 21 1902 


Naane Yer 


Age ihe S 


Post-Office, 


Fathe, 


PCE 4 ia. 
WNL ihe Lo fg le ics 
Claims through = 

a ae BT 

ey Malesw v 


Aras $e auth 2 ‘a WN 


Children 


Charis Wat ame? 


1 ie; 


Th 





: J4 
Stenograph er~ ¢ 


QL AW AMA 





MEMORANDUM. 


hots Gt: 2, & (fp YY 
Date Ale uly FY SY O04, 
Name Many Shur i laloon fy 


Age 
Post-Office : Jono, J q Sol Co 
Farner, ( Muy Ya Yi Lovage y 
Morey, | Ulnudy (4 breve» ae 
(Caw Llioug t we ot ler ) 
Children. 

nur Ctte C0 aloon 
Maggi gY 


J tf 
FATHER: f f Mela 1é lt Ub ty 


uu ye onlf “ft £ oleh deg , 





Stent grapher 


YEG WW CU) ‘OU, 





Choe tai w MOR 5GHB 
Autti W Weed Jo e 


ra 
iD “a 
| 
-& 
Co 
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Department of the Interior 
Commission to. the Mivé. Civilized Tribes. 
Wauskogee,; I.Ta 21,1902. 


8646 


fn''the matter of the appidoation for identification as Miseis~ 
sippi Chogtaws of Auttie N. Wooldridg@ for himself and his miner 
sister. Annie Myrtle Wooldridge. 


Applicants not represented by attorney. 
Auttie Ni Wooldriage being first duly. sworn testified as follows 


Examination by the Commission 


What is your name? A Auttie N. Wogldridge. 

How do you speli that? A A-u-t-t-tse. 

How old are you? A Tam twent yeas years ou March 17th, 

How much ChoctaW blood do you claim? A. Why my grest grand- 
father was oné-quarter blood, I believe is. what they calied it, 
Have you figured out “how much that would make you? A. QOne-gix- 
teenth, 

You would he one-thirty-second would you not if your great-grand- 
father was one-quarter? A Yes, sir, 

What is your post office address? A  Chickasha.--The way they 
always figured it they claimed that I wasone-sixteenth: 

You can't: be that 1£ you claim only one-quarter for your. great 
grandfathér? A I might be mistaken. 

Is your father livin A. Yes, sir. 

What is his name? A. Fli Wooldridge, 

How old is he? A ‘About forty-seven. 

Is your mother living? A .Yes, sir, 

What is her name? A ‘“Permie C. Wooldridge. 

How old is she? 'A I believe she is thirty-eighth. 
Through.which one of your. parents do you claim Choctaw blood? A 
Where was your father born? A In Mississippi. 

When did Ke move from Mississippi to the Indian Te-ritory or 
did he move from Mississippi to the Indian Territory? A He 
moved from Mississippi to Texas first in eighteen,---let's see 
about 1885. 

Then from Texas to the Indian Territory? .A Yes, sir. 

Where ‘doé@s he reside now? A Chickasha, Indien Territory. 

Were your father and mother legally married? A’ Yes, sir. 
Under a license? Ax Yes, sir. 

In what state? A Mississippi. 

Married by a minister or official? A Minister. 

Haye you the marriage ligense and certifieate of that marriage 
which can be filed with the Commission in support of this 
application? A No, sir. 


Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
} 
Q 
Q 
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It will be necessary for you to furnish the Commission with 
evidence of the legal marriage of 4your father .and mother ih sup, 
port of this application. You can do that by either furnishing ». © <\ 
ibs dees marriage Jicense and certificate or.a certified copy’: 

‘ J a : = Cee . ( , a} yn? » See ,- * . re 3 
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9 Are you married? A Ne, sir. 
ou make no Olaim for anyone else besides yourself? A For my 


sister. 

You Giaim for your sister? A Yea sir. 

What is her name? A Annie Myrtle Wooldridge. » 

How old 18 she? A. She was born in 1884, that would make her 
eighteen years old, 

rage the daughter of Eli Woaldridge and Fannie C. Wooldridge? 

A Yes, sir. i 
Possesses the sume amount of Choctaw blood that you do? A YesBy (\% 
sir. (i < e 
Has your fater nag. det recognized, in any manner or enrolled 

as © member of the Gheetaw tribe of Inddans by the Choctaw tribal 
authorities or the Uhited States authorities in Indian rwarritory? 

A. He was enrolad by the Daves Commission. " 

be was that and how was he.enrolled? A It must have ‘bea in 

Did he make application in 1896 to the Commission and was he 
refused avid did he appeal to the United States Court in Indian 
Territory, and washe admitted by order of the United States 

Court? A I think he did. 


The yather and mother of the applicant were admitted to 
citizenship as Choctaws by bloai in the United States Court, 
Central District, Seuth McAlester, Indian Territory, August 30, 
1897, Court cage 161, and are listed for enrollment on Chectaw 
Card 2387. 


Is your name or the name of your sister to be found on any of the 
tribal rolls of the Choctaw Nation in Indian Territory? A 
guess it is ne&t. acti, 
Did’ you or any one for you or your sister ever make appli¢ ation 
to the Choctaw tribal authorities in Indian Territory to be 
admitted or enrolkd as members of that tribe? A We have 
been before the Dawes Commission thet is all. 
Well f asked you if you hac ever made application to the Chootaw 
tribal authorities; thé Choctaw council, the Indians themselves; 
their authority? A No, sir. 
Did.you, or any one for you or did your sister or any one for her 
in. the in 1894 make application to the Commission to the Five ‘ 
Givilised Trfbem under the act of Congress, of June 10, 16965 your "% 
name was not included in the application of your fatter and mother’)! 
A It ‘wes in the application they sent in. aR 
Tt was not included in the apwal? A It seems that our name si 
were left off from the appeal. 
The names of yourself and your sister were not inoluded in the 
application of your fatle r and mother when they made applica ion 
in 1896 for eitisenship in the, Choctaw Nation; that. is the 
statement ef the Comiiis# on in the examination on May 22, 1900, 
in Muskogee; they were nov included eo pe o ed by yes 
father and mother; s0, 4f they are not included in that petition 
was any. application ewr made for you in 1896, either for you 
or for your sister, whder the act of Congress of June 10, 1896? 
A I oan't, say that any was made in 1896 or not. 
ve you.or your sister ever been admitted to citizenship in the 
nootaw Nation by either the Choctaw tribel authorities, the 
Commis#ton to the FIve Civilized Tribes or the United States 
Court iH Indian rerritory? A No, sir. 
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Q Have you ever made application prior to thia time for yourself 
and your sister to either the Choctaw trdbal authorities, er 
the United States authorities, to be admitted or onroled as 

citizens of the Choctaw Nation; you made this application in 
1900? A wRefore the Dawes Commission. 


The records of the Commisa# on show that at Muskogee, Indian 
Territory, on May 22, 1900, the principal applicant aprered be- 
fore the bommtssion and made personal application for the enrolp- 
ment of himself and his sister Annie Myrtle Wooldridge as. ¢iti- 
zens of the Choctaw Nation; see Choctaw R-467. 


Q That is the first application you made? A Yes, sir. 

Q De you appe ar before the Jomnission at this time Cliéiming w# 
share in the Choctaw Nation Indian Territory, underthe provisions 
of article fourteen of the treaty , concluded Septentr twenty= 
seventh, eighteen hundred and thirty, between the United States 
goverm ment and. the Choctaw Indians? <A Yes, sir, 


This treaty was entered into hetween the United States gover n- 
ment anc the Choctaw tribe of Indians at a place called Dancing 
Rabbit Crem in the state of Missisa ppi on the 27th day of 
September 1830, At that time the Choctews occupied a portion of 
the state of Missisal ppi and a small portion of the state of 
Alabama lying alone the Western boundry line. The object of the 
treaty was to secure the temoval of all the Choctawsfron the 
country they then occupied to a new country West of the Missis- 
sippi River which is now known as the Choctaw Nation Indian 
Territory. At the time the tre&ty was made a great lany Choctaws 
did not want to remove to this new Country but preferred to re- 
main in the old Choctaw Nation and for the benefit of that class 
of Indians article fourteen was made a part of the treaty. That 
article is as follows: 


"Each Choctaw head of a famil; being desirous to remain and be- 
otme a citizen of the States shall be permitted to do so by 
signifying his intention to the Agent within six months from the 
ratificet ion of this treaty and he or she shall thereupon be en- 
titled to a reservation of one section of six hundred and forty 
acres of land to be bounded by sectional lines of Survey; in like 
manner shall be entitled to one half that quantity for each un- 
married child which is living with him over ten years of age 
and a quarter section to such child &5 may be umer ten years of 
age, to adjoin the location of the parent. If they reside upon 
said lands intending to become citizens of the States for five 
years after the ratification of this treaty in that case a @ ant 
in fee simple shall issue; said reservation shail include the 
peenee’ improvement of the head of the family or a portion of it. 

ersons who claim under this article shall not lose the privilege 

~ & Chester # Z : Py ever remove are not to be en=- 





titledt o any portion of the Choctaw annuity." 


This article required that in case a Choctaw elected to remain 
in the old Choctaw Nation, he should within six months from the 
date of the ratification of the treaty by Congress which was done 
on the 24th day of February 1831 ape ar before the Indian Agent 
there in the old Choctaw Nation and Signify to,him, that is tell 
him in some way that he wanted to remain and betome a citizen ef 
the states and take land under the provisions of this article. 
After having done that hewas entitledas the head of a family 
to one section of six hundred and forty acresef land to be 
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bounded by sectional lines of survey; 4 like manrer should be 
entitled to one-half that quantity of land or.three-hundred and 
twenty acres for each child in his family which was unmarried 
aid over the age of ten years and for each Shild in his family 
widerten y@ars Of age he was entitled to one-quarter section or 
one-hundred and sixty acres of 2 > The regervations of the 
ehfiidren to adjoin the reservations: of the parenta and to in= 
clude any improvements ‘owned by the head of the family at the 
time the treaty wes made. The article also required that after 
a Choctaw had received -his lands from the government ant had 
resided upon the same'for a tern of five years the gov rnment 
would give him @ title in fee simple which would enable him to 
dispose of the land at his pleasure. The Jast clause of this 
article is as follows? 

" 


“Peraéns.who cldim ‘under this article 
Shall not lose the’ privilege ofa Choctaw 
citizen but if they ever remove are not. to 
be entitled to any portion of the Choctaw 
annuity, ™ 


That means that in case a Choctaw remained in the old Choctaw Mt 
Nation, in 'Mississippi and Alabema,. took land under the provisions 
of this "article and complied With all. the requirements as to 
residence if he ever removed to the Choctaw Nation Indian Terri- 
tory. he would still be entitled to citizenship in the Choctaw 

on 


Nat Indian Territory, that is his citizenship would not..be 


forfeited but thd he would forfeit the right to participate 


in any of the koa payments, Annuitieswere money payments 
paid to the Choctaw Indians annually under treaty provisions 
by the United States covermment. 


That is the article underwhith you claim is 1t? A Yes, sir. 
You understand it? A Yes, sir. 

What. is the name of your Choctaw ancestor through whom vou 
¢laim your right to be identified who was married and the head 
of a family and who livedin tho old Choctaw Nation in Missig- 
sippt and Alabama in 1830 atthe time of the conclusion of this 
treaty? A Eli Sanders, he was about ninety years old when he 
died and he lived in Missisdppi all of his life; I think he did. 
How long has he been dead? A Something like ten or tweave 
years, 

Then he would be about one-hundred if living now? A Yes, sir. 
And his age, if living now, goes to show that he was the ad of 
a hg 18350? A Yes, sir. 

What relation are you to #li Sanders? A He 4s my great grand- 
fat her. 

You get your Chactaw blood from your father; which one of your 
father’s parents did he get his Choctaw bloal from? A From 
hig mother. 

What was er hame? A Ann Thompson, 
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Yr maidén name or was she married twice? A She was 

married twige, 

Was. her. first husband named Wooldridge? A Yes, sir. 

Which one of Ann Thompson's parents did she fet her Ghoctaw 

blood from? <A Her father. 

What. was his name? A Eli Sanders, 

Was he @ recognized memte r of the Choctaw tribe of Indians at 

that time? A .He must have been; an old Indian that lives 

down there near to us says he use to play ball with him when 

he was a boy, ate 

You have ne:proaf to offer at this time to show thatche was as 
sSenised member of the Choctaw tribe ef Indians at. thet time? 





A No, sir. 

Did he comply or attempt to comply with the article that I have 
yoad and explained to you? A’ jidon'” know. 

Did he own an improvement uponjWhat constituted the old Choctaw 
Wation In Mississippi and Alabdéloan at the time this treatynwas 
made September 27th 1550? A I é¢on't know. 

You have state d I believe that this ancestor or yours, Eli 
Sanders, acoording to your information, spent all of his life 
up to the time of his death in Mississippi? aA I think he did. 
Did he ewer move to the Indian Territory with the other Chootaws 
and return to state of Mississippi? A I don't believe he did. 
Did he within six months from the 24th day of February 183L ap- 
pear before the government agent in Mississippi and signify te 
him his intentions or advise him of his intentions of wanting te 
remain in Mississippi and accept land under the. provisions o 
article fourteen of the treaty of 18307 A I don't know, 


In accordance with the provisions of the fourteenth article 
of the treaty of 1830 the government directed its agent in Mia- 
sissippi, Colonel ward, th register the nasss of all Choctaws who 
who wanted to remain and become %*itizens of the States and whe 
wanted to take land under the provisiors of article fourteen. 
The records of the government show that this agentfailed in a |; 
great any instances to register tns names of Choctaws who 
really did apwar before him and advise him of their wanting 
to rewain and take land and for this reason the land on which 
Choctaws owned improvements jand which they wanted to huve re- 
served for them was gold py the govermment at its public land 
sales. A great many complaints arose on this acoount among the 
Chectaws and these complaints finally reached Congress and 
Congress by an act approved in the year 1837 and by another act 
approved in the yeur 18642, appointed Commisaions to go into the 
Choctaw Nation in Mississippi and Alabama and investigate these 
claims. Tnese Commissions investigated a large number of cla ims 
some of which they alloved and others they rejected. Of the 
claims allowed, after approved by the Secretary of War and the 
President if it was found that the lands which these Choctaws 
Claimed and to which they had egstablishedtheir rights had net been 
sold they were given to them; if however the ladd had bam sold 
and Choctawa had estalishedtheir claims to it they were given 
serip in lieu of the land whihc had been sold at the sales of 
the govemment andunder this scrip they were allwedto locate 
on vacant government land in any of the States of Missism ppi, 
Alabama, Louisiana or Arkansas. 


dew, did this Chectaw ancestor apper before either of these 
Commisal ons and establish claims to land wnder article fourteen 
of the treaty of 1830? A I don't know, 





Did He ever reosive any aorip from the United States government 
at the instance of these Commisd ons fer land which hefhad es- 
tablished his right to and which land had been gold by the 
gowrnment at its public land sales? A I don't know. 

Didhe ow any land in either the states of Alabama, Arkansas, 
Louisiana or Mississippi? A I can't say for sure whether he 
did or not. As well as I remem r some of his children were 
living on land which he owed when we were back there on a visit. 
Do you know how he came into possession of that land, whether 

he bought it or whether he got it frag the United States gowrn- 
mart umier article fourteen? A I donft know how he got it at 
Do you knew of any witnessyou oan bring before the Commission 
who could testify as to whetle r any of your ancestors ewr com 





plied or attempted to comply ‘with article fourteen of the treaty 
of 18507 A I don't know of any. 

Do you know of the existence of any papers such us deeds or 
patents to land that would tend to show compliance on the part 
of any ancestor of yours with article fourteen of the treaty of 
1850? Ai I don't know of any myself, my father might know of 
SOMe\; 

Have. yow any written evidence you want to introduce to-dg .in 
support of this case? A No, sir, 

Do" ye Wish the record made in your case at the time of your 
appearance May 22, 1900, when you made application for the 'enroll- 
ment:of yourself ‘and sister as citizens of the Choctaw Nation 

to be consolidated with this application for identification as 
Missisdppi Choctaws? A Yes, sir. 

Have youvany relatives who havejbeen before this Commission 

and made applied don for identifies ion as Mississippi Choctaws? 
A Not t I- know’ of, ; 

IT can tell you of some; the Hortons in Missisd ppi? A. Have they 
been here, 

Yes; they have bem in Meridian Missisdppi; you want your case 
to take the benefit of any evidence that they have and to be 
considered as an applieant claiming through the same common 
ancestor Hii Sanders, through whom you claim? A. I suppose so, 
What is the name of your uncle: over there? A Gus Wooldridge, 
my father's brother and his sister, yancy Wooldridge, 

Whom @id she marry? A John Coggins, 

Any other relatives, brothers of your uncles and aunts whose 
nanes you can now recail? A Ypu mean who are in Mi-sissippi 
now? 

Yes that. are in Missisdppi now? A That is all I know of, 

Any further statements you desire to make in connection with 
your case? Aa No, sir; I guessnot. 

Do you'speak or understand the Choctaw language? A Very Little; 
about three or four years ago I could talk a little, playing 
with the kids aroynd in the Choctaw Nation but I never could 
carry on a conversation. 

Your knowledge is just what you picked up? A Just from being 
with Indian boys, 

aye young Indian boys that you associated with and played with? 
A es sir. 


The applicant as dark brown hair; grayisi blue eyes; fair com- 
plexion; features and appearances of a person of white parentage; 
has no knowledge of the Choctay language arid no knowledge of 
compliance on the part of his ancestors with any of the pro- 
visions of article fourteen of the treaty of 1850. 


The applicant here asks for thirty days time in which to 
furnish additioml evidenoe which is granted by the Commission. 





Ge Rosenwinkel being duly sworn on his oath states that as 
stenographer to the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes he 
reportedin full all the proceedings had in the above entitled 
cause on May @1, 1902, ani that the above and foregoing iis a 
full, true and correct transcript of - be noes in 


Said cause on said date of May 1902, “i ) »k 
a Koduiusrn A : 
Subscribed and sworn to befae me this 23rd dg May 1902, 
pee ae ee Va, ya 


Notary Public, 
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Memo. 64 COMMISSIOWER TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIRES. | 
Neme, 65 

M.C.R.1649 

M.C.R.1789 

MLC. H,5648 ; Serene wew 


In the matter of the application for the enrollment of 
AIH THOMPSOW, et al., as @itizens of the Choctaw Wation. 


DEGISBioQ*. 


It appears from the record herein and from the records 
in the possession of the Commissioner te the Pive Civilized Tribes 
thet application was mace to the Commission to the Five Civilized 
Tribes at Hartshorne, Indian Territory, @uring the month of August, 
1899, by Ann Thompson, for the enrollment.of herself as a citizen 
by blood of the Choeatw Nation; that appl isatio&bn was uade to the 
Commission te the Five Civilized Tribes at Hartahorne, Indian Ter- 
ritery, during the month of August, 1899, by Ivey Thompson for the 
enreiiment of himself and his miner duaghtér, Leona Thompten, xs 
citizens by blood cf the Choetaw Nation, and for the enrollment of 
hie wife, Ida Thompson, as a eitizen by Aintermarriane of the Choe- 
taw Nations that application was made te the Commission te the Pive 
Civilized Tribes at Waster, Indian Territory, om’ June 7, 1899, by 
Hli Wooldridge, for the enrollment of himself and his children, iat- 
tie Wooldridge and Viwian A. Wooldridge, as eit.izens by bloed of the 
Choctaw Fation, and for the enrelluent of hfs wife, Fannie Wooldridge 
Ag &@ Gitizen hy intermarriare of the Choetaw Nationj that applica- 
tion was made to the Commission to the Pive Civilized Tribes at 
Hartehorne, Indian Territory, during tie month of Auguet, 1699, by 
Susam A. Crowson, for the enrollnent of hereclf as a citizem by blood 
of the Chootaw Nation; that @ plieation wae-made to the Commission 
to the Five Civilized Tribes at Muskogee, Indian Territory, on - 
May 22, 1900, by Auttie x. Wooldridge, for the enrollxent of herself 
and Annie Myrtle Wooddridge as @itizens by blocd of the Choctaw Wa- 
tion; that gsplieation was made to the Commission te the Vive Civ- 
ilized Tribes at Sovth MeAlester, Indian Territory, during the 
month of Senterber, 1599, by Suean A. Crowson, fer the enrolluent of 
her minor ehildren, Willie Crowsen, Lesel A, Crowson, Claudie &, 
Crowson, Hugh 0. Crowson and Adlie Crowson as éi tizens by blood of 
the Choetaw Nations that application wae nade to the Commission to 
the Pive Civilized Tribes at Hittiesb:: Mississippi, on Deeexber 
18, 21900, by Wancy Coggins, for the enfolinent of herself, her hus- 
ban@, John Cogvins and her minor children, Dolly Corgines, Sam Cop- 
gins, Collie Sexeiee, Talbert Coggins, Robert Coggins, Myrtld Ceccins 
Btta Cogeine, Callie Corrina, Arthur bow ins and Volla QGeviina as 
eitisernp of the Choctaw ¥ on; hat o : ape 





wae made to the Commission tp the Five Civilized Eribes by Guss 
Wooléridve for the enrollnént ef himself, among others, ag a citizen 





-2- 
yd 
vy blood °f the Choetaw ation. 

t further appears from the records im the possession of 
the Commissioner te thé Five Civilized Tribes that application was 
made to the Oemmissien to the Five Civilized Tribes on Septexher 9, 
1896, fer the a@eission as citizens by bleed of the Choctaw Fation 
under the ea a of the Act of Congress approved June 10, 1596 
(29 Stats., 321) of the following applicants: Ann Thompson, ini 
Weoldridge, Fannie Wooldridge, Hattie Waol@ridre, Auttie NW. Woold- 
ridge (as kugusta Wooldridge), Nancy Cogrins (es Naney J, Cogins)’, 
Sucam A. Crowson (as Susan A. Crosen), Ivey A. Thozpson (as Ivy A. 
Thompson). On December 8, 1896, the Gormission to tne Pive Civil- 
iseé Tribes denied said application. 

Yrom the deeision ef the Cormmisricn appeal wae taken to 
the United States Court for the Central District of Indian Terri- 
tory, which Goart on August 30, 1897, reverced the degision of the 
Commission as to the applicants Ann thompson, Eli Wooldridge, Fannie 
Wooldridre, Hattie Wooldridre, Susan Crowson (as Susan A. Crowson) 
an@ Ivey Thompson (as Ivey A. Yhampson) and admitted enid appli- 
cants to citizenship ig the Chectaw Nation. Said judguent failed 
to mention thé mameg of Augusta Wooldridge and Warty 7. Cégins, 

Said jJudgnent wes subsequently vacated, sét aside ami 
held for naught by a deeres of the Choctaw-Chickasaw Citizenship 
Court of Deceuber 17, 1902, in the test esase of “Choctaw and Chitk- 
asaw Nations or Tribes wa, J. Ps Riddle, «et al.® 

Suid @ause was BUbsequently certified te the Choetan- 
Chiekasaw Citizenship Gourt oreated undar the provisions of the 
Act of Congress approved July 1, 1902 (32 Stats., 641) for a trial 
de nevo and om March 9, 1904, in the case of “Ann Thémeon, et 0. 
ve Choctaw and Chickasaw Kat ions” (thoctaw}@hiekaszaw Citizens ip 


Court cus@ No.11, South MeAlestcr Docket) said Citizenship Court 
rendered a judg:ent therein wherein it wag “ordered, adjudced and 


decreed that tne petition of the plaintiffp be denied and that Ann 
Thompson, Ivy Thompson, Fli Wooléridre, Hattie Booldridre. . . and 
Busan Crewson be deelared not citizens of the Choetaw Nation by 
blood of othsrwise and not entitled to enrollcent as such citizens 
and not entitled to any rights whatever flowing therefrom and that 
Fannie Wooldridge be not admitted as an intormarried eitizem ef 
the @hoectaw Wation and be not entitled te enrolluent as such or to 
any Fights whatever flowing therefrom and that this Court has no 
jurisdiction over the petitioners Willie Crowson, Lemuel Crowson, 
Claud Crowsen, Hugh Crowson, Aidely Crowson. . . Auttie Woeldridce 
and Annie Myrtle Wooldridge. 

On Janusry 19, 1901, the Commission to the Pive Civilized 
Tribes refused the applieation for the enrollment of Faney Coggins, 
her husbard, John Cogring, and their minor ehildren, Polly Coggins, 
Sam Ceggins, Collie Coggins, Talbert Commins, Rovert Corrina, 
Myrtie omrins, Etta Coggins, Callie Corrins, Arthur Cogrins and 
Volla Gorrins as citizens of the Choctaw Nation (exe 64). On the 
ganp date the Comaission refused the application for tre enrollaent 
ef Guss Wooldridge, among others, as a citizen by bleod of tne 
Chootaw Nation (Memo 65). Om May 31, 1901, the Conmmieecioner of In- 
dian Affairs remanded the application of Nancy Ceggina, ct al., 
(Meno 64) with instructions te reneu® and adjudieate the rignts of 








oe 


be acpliecants te identification as Missiseipri Chectawg. On 
uguet 3, 1901 the Commissioner of ian airs remanded the ap- 

plieation ef Gues yoeldridge, et al (Were 65) with instructions to 
rehear and adjudieate the rights of the appligants to idertifica- 
tiom ae Miseiesippi Choetaws. On April 1,.1903, the Commisaion 
te the Five Civilized Tribes refused the # plieation for the snroll- 
ment of Willie Grewsen, Lexsaml A, Crowson, Glaudie B, Grossen, Hugh 
QO. Crowsem and Adline ¢rowsen as citizens hy bleed of the Choctaw 
Kation até an November 3, 1904, thie aetion of the Commisétion ras 
approved by the Departeent. On May 7, 1904, tne Commission te the 
Vive Civilised Tribes issued an order Giahiesing the appliestion | 
for the ernrellzent of Ida Thompeonm for the reagon that the ecitizen- 
ship of Ivay Thompson, her hurband, had been adversely deternined 
py the Ghoetas-Chickasaw Citisenehip Court and om May 24, 1994, the 
Gormiscion issued an order dieniss the ap pideation of Leona 
Thou;son for the reason that the eitizsenship. oF Ivey Thampson had 
been adversely determined »y the ChaetesChickneaw Citizen ip 
Court. Om May 23, 1904, the Commission te the Vive Civilised 
Trib s dericd an order digmicsing the application for the enrolinent 
of Vivian A. Wocléridge as a citizen by bloo@ of the Chéctaw Na- 
tien for the reasen that the eitixenship of Bli Wouléridre and Yan- 
nie Wooldridre, the father and mother of said aprlieant, had heen 
a@veresly determined by the Choctaw-Chieknsaw tisenghip Court. 

On eee: ber 4, 1902, toe Commidseion to the Pive Civilized 
Tribes rerdeored « Ge@ieion in the eensolidated Niesiseippi Croetan 
ease of Mollie Hopkins, et al (M,C. Ac2787) refiining to identify, 
acong others, the appiiennts Faney —" Doliie Cecgins, Sam 
Cogrins, Golite Cogzire, Tolbert Corgina, hopert Corrina, Myrtise 
Cogrina, Etta GCorzins, Callie Corrins, Anther Copgina, Yola Corzine, 
Anttie HW, Wooldridre, Annie kyrtle Woeldridre and Guce Wooldridre 
ae Kieeigesl-;i Ghoetaws. Om Mareh 5, 1903, tie de¢iaicn of the 
Commission #6 &prrowsd by the Depar tuant. 

Mareh 1, 1906, the Pepartuent referwed te the Commissioner 
to the Pive Giwilizsed Tribes a setition eipned by Willian %. 
Wrignt, attorrey for the petitioners, whieh .etition eppears to 
have been received by the Departsent om Februsry 84, 1906, praying 
fer tse enrollment of Ann Thou: son, Ivey =. Thonpeon, Ida Thomston, 
Levina Thorceen Fli Woaléridcs, ¥. C. Wooldridge, Hattie #,Woold- 
ri€gs, Auttie ©, Wooldridge, Urs. G. He. Luxer, nee Wooldrides, 
Vivian A. Wooldridre, "ed A. Wooldridce, Bitan Crowson, C. BR, 
Crowsen, Hugh Crowson, Adlie Crowson, Willias Crowson, Te. iH. Crow 
som, Haney Coveins, Tobert Cocpins, Robert Copgips, \yrtie Cogeire, 
Beta Cogeins, Callie Co-vine, Artrur Corzine, Vala Cor ings, Vera 
Corprins, Cis Wooldridsu, Collie Cesrins,iMaude Corzine, Lianard 
Corrina, Savuel Allen Corgine, Verna Cogrins, Ralliardé Cogzins, 
Dollie Puaceon, nos Corzine, and Alma Et, ¢l Pearson aw cit.seres of 
the Choctaw Nation. 

The petitioners Amn Thompwar, Ivey 1. Thompson, Ida 
Thompeon, Levina Thompaon, Zli Wooldridvre, 7. %, Wovldridre, Hattie 
%, Wooldriége, Viviem A, Wooldridrs, Sisan Groween, Auttie ", Wscld- 





riéze, Hr@. Ge He Lukar, ne@ Wosldrid-s, ¥illiam Crownon, C, ¥, 
Crowssy High Crowaon, Adii¢ OwWSOn, Nar oeging, Oe 

give, Mohert Corrina, Ryrtle Corzine, Btta Cogring, Callie Cogrzins, 
Arthur Cergins, VYolR Corrina, Collie orice, Samuel Allen Corrina, 
Dollie Pearpen, n¢ Corzine, and Gus Wooldridve are identical with 





Sod 


the persons for whose enrollment as eitizme of the Cheetaw Nation 
epplication was mace to the Commiesion to the Five Civilized Tribes 
under the provisions of the Act of Congress approved June 28, 1898 
(30 Stats., 495), and May 31, 1900 (31 -Btats., 221). 

this office has mo reeord cf any a:plication ever having 
been made for the enrollment of the petitioners, Llad A. Weoldridrs, 
Le H. Crowsun, Vera Coggins, Mnude Corgins, Verma Coggins, Dilliard 
Corrine, Lienard Cogginag and Alra Ethel Pearson, «s eitiszers of the 
Choctaw Nation prier te the fil of the petition herein . 

It is alleged in the petition that the petitioners have 
been boni ficd residents of tis Indian Territory and particularly 
the Choctaw Kation sinee priser te June 25, 1898; that during their 
residence in the Choctaw Wation they have been recognized as cenbers 
of sad Choctaw Tribe and have enjoyed tre rights and privileges os 
@itizens thereof; thet they are inforued and believe that they and 
"the other applicants” appear by name upon the rells and reecrés of 
the Choetaw Nation existing prior to June 10, 1896; that the peti- 
tioners Claim "eitizenehip status® in the Choctaw Yation by reason 
of the judgment of the United States Court and alse beeause they 
are of Choctaw blood. 

It docs not uppear from the records in the peccession of 
the Commissioner to the Five Civilized Tribes that any of the peti- 
tioners have ever been “-ecognized and enrolled as citizens of the 
Choctaw Nation by any daly ecoristituted autherity. Their nazis de 
not aoverr on any of the trihal rolls of the Choctaw Nation in the 
poeceraion of the Compmiseicnar to tis Five Civilized Tribes. 

I am of the opinion thet imasmich as the records in the 
posceesion of this ¢ffice and the petition hersin fail to show that 
the petitioners have ever ocaupoed such a status as would entitle 
them to enrollment ag citizens of tre Choetaw Fation, the action 
of the Chectaw-Chickasaw Citizendiip Court of Mareh ¥, 1904, is 
final, and that the upplication for the enrollment of Ann Thompson , 
Susan A, Crowson, Ivey Thompson,Eli Wooldridre and Hattie Wocld- 
ridvre ss citizens by blood of the Choctew Fation, and the petition 
herein in se far as same mplies to saff applicants, zhould be de- 
_ mied under the provisions of the Act of Congress approved July 1, 

1902 (32 Stats, 641), and it is so ordered. 
I am further of the opinion that the application for the 
.@nrolinent of Fannie Wooldridce és a citizem by intermarriage of 
“the Cheetaw Natiow# and the petition hertin im so far as see acplies 
to said applicant should be denied under the provisions of the Act 
of Congrese approved July 1, 1902 (S2 Stats., 641), ard it is se 
ordered. 

. I am further of the o; inion that the petition herein in 
ts fur as sane applies to the petitioners, Ida Thompson, Levina 

r Leona): Thompson and Vivion A. Wo@ldridve, whose @ plications 
for enrolinent «es eitizens of the Choctaw Nation have heretofore 
been dismissed, and the petitioners, William Crowzon, C. E.crowson, 
Hugh Crewgon and Adlie Crowson, whose applications for enrollxent 
as @itizens of the Cheetaw Wation hav heretofore been refused, 
should be dismisescd, and it is so ordered. 


@ ne . a) 2 -) ¢ 





so far as game applies to the petitioners, Wavey Coggins, fobert (or 
Talbert) yee ge Rovdert Cor-gins, “yrtle Coggins, Ette Corgine, Calli 


Ge ins, ur Comping, Vola Corrins, Collie Coggins, Sawel Allen 





pam 6 ap vee 


‘ad. 











COMMISSIONERS 
Huyar L. Dawzs, 


aes SEeeh DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


AxgcHrsiLp S. MoKarwow, 


Taomas B. Nuspixs. OOMMISSION TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES 


AxLtison L. AYLBSWORTH, Seorelary 


Muscogee, I. T. May 22nd, 190 


Mr. Auttie N. Wooldridge, and 
Miss Annie Myrtle Wooldridge, 


Chickasha, I. T. 
Dear Sir: 

Your enrollment as Choctaw citizens is refused by this 
Commission, because your names do not appear upon the rolls of the 
Choctaw Nation as citizens of that tribe, and your names are not 
included in the judgment of the United States Court for the Cen- 


tral District of Indian Territory, by which your father, Eli Wool- 


dridge, and your mother Fannie Wooldridge, and your sister Hattie 


Wooldridge, were admitted to citizenship as Choctaws,. 

The record made by the Commission fully states the facts 
in your case, and will be transmitted with the rolls made by the 
Commission to the Secretary of the Interior, for his review thereof 
and action thereon, 

Respectfully yours, 
Signed, A. S McKenygon 


Commissianer,. 





Copy 





Terr itor, 


Mr. wri sialerleans ave ge 
Chiekasha, Tne it Tirta 


beer Sia 


Your “letter: of May bin, addregaed tos othe: Department wr 

Ke-Intértor at Pashtington, haa been referred ie thin Mord ies om tor 
eonsiderastion and appropriate action. * The. subjest matter oF som 
letter is in regard to. the applieation for’ enredinent of vour ohildrai® q 
Atttie and Annie Myrtle Wooldridge. The Commis a! tony ‘Of May BOER, i 
wrote you dn repara &® this matter, ‘ana. Auittie Woolditice has. reuent~ e 
ly appeared before the: Covmission as“an applicant for enrollment, eg 
has deén notified ef ‘the a@t ion taken Dy. the oem keion. It ‘as aii 


posed that sufficient information with regard to” thie: matter hes 
a i," 


oa 


béen furntshed vou, 


Yours truly 


<<? 


Actin ft Chairman, 


In ‘reply to this Javier. 
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mae dnratent: ty whbon ee ee 
* Mgertle Weottadee, ha ‘n 


am 


tie Comma nbsiasi at aia Tndtan ‘Territory and: nite cGpsciihen | 

for the enrollment of yourseif and your sister, Annie iyrtle Woolrtd 

as oltisens of the Shoataw Wation. At: that time: the Comlesion ; 
Ja 

rendered the ‘follewing decision in the matter ef your bprlication: te - 

"Application refuscd beosuse names do net appear an relies 
of Chootaw: Nation, and not ingtuged in firigtont of Undred States 
Court admitting father, mother: ant Sister «: 


The Commingder: ine. not an yet rendered: any ‘Written 


deodaion in this cape but sontenplates doing: 80. Ap the fear futare 


when a .oopy of the sane stating fully’ therein. tiie reason for’ any 
action that may ‘be taken by the Comnineien wili De mailed to you. 
> Youre thily, 


ae ~¢ EY 








Muskogee, Indian Territory, February 4, 2902s 


As H. Woolarddge, 
‘Aftadarko, Oklahoma Territory, 


Dear Sir: ; 

Reoeipt is hereby acknowledged of your letter of January . 
51, 1908, in whioh you desire to de informed if there has been any 
change in the laws and regulations since last Oatober relative to 
your rightea to enrollment as a citizen of the Choctaw Nation, 

You are advisedthat there has been no remedial legisla- 
tion in any. way affecting your rights to enrollment ae & citizen of 
the Checiew Nation sinoe the time of your application but vou will 
be fully: advised when the Commission takes up for consideration 
and renders & decision relative to the rights of yourself and your 
sister to enrollment @s citizens of the Choctaw Bation and the fare 
warding ef the record tm said case to the Seoretary of the Interior 
for his veview. 

Yours truly, 











Choctaw R-467 


- Muskogee, Indian Territory, March 7, 1902. 


sng 


In the matter of the Siséatzen of } 
Auttie N. Wooldriage etd Annie i. } 
Wooldridge, for ‘enrollment as citizens 
of the Choctaw Nation,’ ** 


Annie M. Wooldridge, 


Wister, Indian Territory. 


You are hereby notified that you will. be 
allowed thirty days from the date hereof to submit to this Com- 
mission an affidavit, corroborated by two witnesses, showing that 
you are entitled to be identified as a Mississippi Choctaw under 


the act of Congress of June 28, 1898, which provides as follows: 


"Said Commission shall have authority 

to determine the identity of Choctaw. Indians 
claiming rights in the Choctaw lands under 
article fourteen of the treaty between the 
United States and the Choctaw Nation concluded 
September, twenty-seventh, eighteen hundred and 
thirty, and ‘tothat end may administer oaths, 
examine witnesses and preform all other acts 
necessary thereto, and make report to the 
Secretary of the faterior. 


Suoh affidavit must be sworn to by yourself and by 





s 00 obo pst * SH aie ttt S - - hat—you 
are the descendant of Chodtaw Indians who resided in the state of 


Mississippi in 1850, and:that your ageestors, such Choctaw Ind- 





: . - 
ae 


cont sstoner “ Cenvee, é 








Chootaw. R. 467 


2 ‘Wuekoges , Indi en Territory, April 26 9 


AYttie HN, Wooldritge, ; 
chicka India’ Territory. 


Dear Sirs : 

Receipt is hereby acktiowledged of your letter of the. Rist... 
instant, enclosing copies of letters of tim Commission to the Five 
Civilized Trives to Mr, Rli Wooldridge at Chickasha, Indian 
Territory. 

You state in your letter that the registered notices of 
March 7, 1902, addressed to you and your Sister, Annie M. Wooldridge 
did not reach you whtil ApriZ @0th and for this reason you desire 
an extension of. the time fithin whioh to look after the matter of 
the @nroliment of yourself and sister as gitizens of the Choctaw 
Nation, 

You further state in your letter that about May 22,1900, 
you filed with the Commig#ion an affidavit and now desire to be 
advised if the same ia etill with the records in your cage. 

You are advined that there was filed in the mtter of the 
application for enrollment as oitizens of the Choctaw wation of 
Auttie Ny, and Annie Myrtle Woolridge on May 86, 1900, the written 





statement of Bli Wooldridge, the written petition of M. M. Winningham 





my 
¥ i 


te 
yi: 
“Ae @ttorney. on, the part ef the appliosnt and « copy of the regord of 


the United states ours, for theden tral District of the Indien 
Territory 4h the Chootew;qit igenahip cape of Ann. Thompron , et. als 

Our notioes Of Wareh 7, 1908 $0 yourself and your sister 
were for the purpose 6f protecting any rights that you might, have 
as Mississippi Choctaws’ claiming Fights in the Choctaw lands: under 
the provisions of the fourteenth article of the treaty of 1830 
between the United. States and the Choctaw Nation, 

If it is your intention or desire to make application 
to the Commission for identification as Mississippi Choctaws, it 
will. be necessary that you present yourself in person ‘before the 
Commission at ite office at Muskogee, Indian Territory for the 
purpose of examination under oath. 

The, Commission will hear such application within thirty 
days fran the date hereof but if at the expiration of that time no 
personal appearance is made by on your behalf for the identifi- 
eation of yourself and sister as Kississippi Choctaws, the Commis- 
sion will consider the case closed and will then pase upon the 
rights to enrollment of yourself and your sister as citizens of 
the Choctaw Nation upon the record now mide. 

In the event that the dscision of the Commission is 
unfavorable to you you will be advised thereof and notified of 








the forwarding of: the reoord in the case to the Secretary of the 


Inter ler for * 











Ohectaw R 467 


_ Muskogee, Indian Territory, May 6, 1902, 


Auttio Ny Wooléridce, 
Chitékasha, Indian Territory, 


Dear Sir; 
Receipt 4s hereby scknowledged of your letter of the lat 


instant, replying to ogt Communication of April 26, 1902, in which 
you were advised that it Would be necessary for you to personally 
appear w fore the Commi seibin if you anticipated making application 
for identification as a Mississippi Choctaw. 

Replying to your. gommunication you are advised that the 
authority vested in the Commission to determine the identity of 
eo-oAlled Mississippi Choctaws is contained in a paragraph of the 
twenty-first saotion of the act of Congress of June 28, 1698, and 
is as follows: 

"Said Commission shall have authority to determine the 
identity of Choctaw Indians Glaiming rights in the Choctaw lande 
under article fourteen of the treaty between the United States ard 
the Chootaw Hation , concluded September twenty-seventh, eighteen 
hundred and thirty, and to that end may SQminister oaths, examine 
witnesses and perform all other acts necessary thereto, and make 
report to the Seorétary of the Interior, * 

The fourteenth artiole of the treaty of 1830 referred to 


in the above legislation, is as follows: 





"Rach Chootaw head of a family, being desirous to 
Femain and begeme a. oltizen of the States, shall be permitted to 
a6 50, by signir ; Ais Anterition t¢° the Agent, within 
fr » and he or she shall thereupon 
six hundred and 
ounded by weudional dives of survey; 





in Tike. manner shalt ye éntatiea to One-half that wren anaes 
each unmarried ohijd whieh te living with him oyer. ten years: of, 
See; and a quarter s@obd< +9 euch Ohild as may be under teh” 
\yeare Of ages te adjoin _200etion of the parent. If they 
reside Upon e814 landeintending to becume citisens of the States 
for five’yoars after the ratification of this Tréaty, in that cage, 
& erent in fee simp}ewhall isaue} said reservation Bhai include =. 
the present improvement? of the head of the family; or a@ 

of its (Persone. who ¢laim under this artiole ehia 12 not: dose ‘the 
privilege of & Ohoctew-oitinen ; but if they ever remove are not 
entitled to @hy pertion of the Choctaw annuity .* 


The Commission’ will require of Spplivants for identifi- 
cation as Mississippi Chootaws that they reasonably demonstrate 
that they are descendants of Choctaw Indians whi resided in 
Mississippi in 1830 and whose rights as beneficiaries under the 
provisions of the fourteenth article of the treaty of 1830 were 
favorable adjudicated, 

The fact that certain members of your family may have 
been admitted to citizenghip in the Choctaw Nation by a judgment 


of the United States ‘Court. in Indian Territory would in no manner 


be material to your identification 48 & Mississippi Choctawjas the 


only authority vested in the Commission ig to identify ag Mississipyp 
Choctaws the descendants of fourteenth article beneficiaries, 

If you anticipate making such an application, it would 
be advisable that you do so as early as practicable for if n o 
personal application is made by you @& such an applicant within 
the thirty days! time specified in our letter of April 26, 1962, 





the Commission will take up for consideration and pass upon @ur 
right to enrollment as a citizen of the Choctaw Nation upon the 





Commiseionar 








+ Choctaw r 467 ¢ 
cote: 
iakones Indien rerritory, May 12, fede. 


i, 


whey toa 
Lahrs 


idnitt te Bs. Toshartitee, 
Sedo eee Indian territory. 


Dear Bar 


Sede Ps hereby sienenipeans ‘OR your letter at: the Sth 
instant , “aking that you be adyised if it te necessary for vour 
minor sister, Myrtie Wooldridge, to appear ‘an person before the 


Commision , 

You are advised that the Commission will hear your 
testimony on, behalf of your sister at. its office at Muskogee, 
Inflien Territery, within the thirty days time speoiried in our 
letter Of Apri 26, 1902, and it will therefore be unnecessary for 
her. to appear in. person, 


Yours traly, 


Acting Chairman 








dnttie Hy Poolertace, ef 
Chickasha, Indian Territory, 


Dear sir r 


Reoeint is hereby seoknowledgead of your letter of June 2, 
inoloaing: gertitied copy of marriag? license and certificate between. 
Bli Wooldridge and Fannie Loveless, your father and mother, which 
you offer. in support of your SPP} ieation for the identification of 
yourself and yeur sister ao Minsitesippi Cheetaws, and the same has 
been nade ® part of the record in your ease, 

“Replying to that part of yor letter in whiok you ask if 
anything @¢lse is nesessary in order to establish your right and that 
ef your “pister, you are méviaed that the Commission cannot refder any 
Opinion as te the nuff teteney of the evidence offered in support of 
applications for identifteation es Mississipp! Cnestaws until the 
sem? are taken up for goneideration ena determination, 


Yours truly, 








‘ COPY. M,O,R. 5648. 


| Mnbkogee, Indien Yerritory, December 4, 1902, 


Auttie Ne Wooldridge, 


Chickasha, Indian Territory. 


Doar Maden: oe 
You are hereby aivited that on the 4th day of Deconber,..’: 


le 


1962, the Comission to the Five Civilised Tribés rendered a de- 
oigion in tho gonsclidated dase of Mollie Hopkins, et al., Gii- 
bracing the following applications for identification es Missis~ 
sippi Choctawst 


iiol1ie Hopkins, Ma QsRal 787; 
Guns Wooldridge, et als, M.0.R. 1649; 
Jemés.t. Horton, et @1., Wie OR 27853 
Nanay Corgins, ct al., MeGeRel789 4 
Jesse De Horton, et al». Mie Cake G210 3 
wattie H. Wecldridge, e¢.eal., k«Csk, 5648; 
Sarah Me Dailey, ; MeCeR 44450. 


Those upplicktisas wore made under the provision of tho 
aot of Congress of June 28, 1698, (30 Stats., 495), which is as 
follows: 


"Said OComaipnsion shell have anthority to dotormine 
the identity of Choetew Indians elaimine rights in the 
Chostaw lands under article fourteen of tho treaty bo~ 
¢tveon the United. <tates and the Choctar Hatton, cone luded 
september tvonty-sevonth, cichteen hundred and thirty, 
ang to that end mey administer ceths, exanine witnesses 
end perform ell other adte nogessary thereto end make 
report to the Seoretery of the Interior.” 








Said dedigion goncludes as follows: 
"It is therefore the opinion of this Commission 





Ay Wy We; 8, 


that the evidends herein is insufficient to determine 
the Identity of Mollie Hopkins, Guee Weeldridge, Wil- 
liem 4. Weoldrides, Susan Woolaridce, Viole Vooldridge, 
Quinton Vooldridge x 4utie Wooldridge, Otis RNeoldridce, 
"Slia Pooliridss, John Wooldridee, James tT. Hort R 
Janse’ Horten, Robert Lorton, imey Horben, Yee. 
Pannio) Horton, Arrie Horten, Violet Horton, eid 5a 
ton, Taney Cogeing, Dollie ¢ Ram, Dore ne, Sollee). 


* " 4m Aah 

bn, OlaPenms Horton, Jamies Bs Bertor tee, (3 
Wooldridge, Annie Ryrtle Woldri ro, and ‘Serah His Bailey 
as Choctaw Indians ontitled to rights in tho Choctar 
lands urder the provisiong of sald article fourteen: of 
the treaty of oighteen imndred and thirty, and that the 
applications for tholr identifioation as such should he 
refuced,. and it is ge orfered,” 


axe further advinod that you will be alloved fifteen 
days fro the date heroof within which to f#le arguments in this 
offico, and that tho expiration of eaid tine the papers in the 
sane, togother with trek arruments, will be forwardca for review 


to the Seorotary ‘of tha: interior through the: Gemmissioner of 
D pein F ' Paes , ‘ : 


ptt 
Extte 
5 : ; 


Inet on AfPafrns 


ospectiully, 


Actine Chairman, 


Resistered, 








KM. C. R. 5648 
COPY: 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, March 14, 1905. 


Auttie N. Woolridge, 
Chickasha, Indian Territory. 


‘ Dear Madam: 


You are hereby notified that on the 5th day of March, 1903, 


the Secretary of the Interior affirmed the decision of this GCommis- 


, B40, refusing the arplications for identification as Mississippi 


Choctaws of the several persons included in the consolidated case 
of Mollte Hopkins, et al., of whichjfecision you were advised by 
registered mail on the 4th day of December, 1902. 


ee Respegtfully, 


Tra nan a Q-, 


Ce me 


Chairman, 








WINNINGHAM & REDWINE, M. M. WINNINGHAM. 


W. N. REDWINE. 
ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW, 


Sourn McCALESTER, IND. TER. 


Mr. K1li Wooldridge, 
Chickasha, I.T. 
Dear Sir.- 
Your favor of some time ago was duly received, andi I have 
delayed answering, awaitiny a reply from the Interior Department on 
the case of Rosetta White and Susan Crowson, appilcation for the en- 


rollwummt of their children. I have just received the reply, a cépy of 
which I send you herewith. This is somewhat encouraging, and believe 
at the proper time they will be enrolled. 


It is not yet too late for you to make applicatian for the enroll- 
“ent of your children left out, but in doing so, it will be necessary 
to go over the entire matter for you, which could have been done a11 in 
one at the proper time. 

So if you want me to take it, and push it through, I will do so 
upon the following condition: You Pay @ retainer of $25.00, a part now, 
and the balance as soon as convenient, and if I vet them on the roll 
you pay $75.00, more, and you pay what costs there will »e, wheih will 
not be very much, 





4 1900 


Va ate | 
ferfitory Vivt i. a 
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FILED 
MAY 28 1900 
[COMMISSION TO FIVE TRIBES.| 











WINNINGHAM & REDWINE, 


M. M. WLNNINGHAM, 
ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW, 


W. N. REDWINE. 
SoutH MCALESTRER, IND. TER. 


Hee Tf this is satisfactory, write me at once, and let me know the 
names, and ages of your children; the date you and your wife and child 
were enrolled at Wister, and also if you asked the Commission to enroll 


the others, and what the Commission said. Give dates as near as you 
Can. 


Let me hear from you-at—once. 


Yours truly. 


OA rrr of 


tee 





For Identification as a Mississippi Choctaw. 
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ACTION 

















in the wether of tue Appidoation of 
Chatiee & Clerk, #¢ al:., for Burelt- 
ment ae Citisens ne ef the Choctaw 
Yatiowie , 


wu bi» F ‘ 
Oe ee et le ee ee ee an ee a ee he em ee 


count sate 10° Tux FIVE CIVELzEmD TALES, 


Cédbert? I. T., June 20, 1900. 
t 
, 
: 
; 


Charles M. Clark, bing firét auly sworn by Acting Chairman 


Bixby, testified as follows: 


LOLOL OPO DOL 


What is your name? A Charles M, Clark, 

How old are you? A 38 years, % 

What ie your postoffice address? A Durant, I. T. 

How long have you lived in the Ind, Ter.? A 18 years. 

Where did you live before coming to the verritory? A Western Tex, 
Were: you bern in Texas? A Wo, In Georgia, 

What is your father's name? A Moses P. Clark. 

Ts he ligin A Yes sir. 

Does he oe) to be a Choctaw Indian? A Yes sir. 

What propestion of Choctaw blood has he? A He claims 1/4, 
Has his name ver been on th. Choctaw tribal roll? A. Wo sir, 


Q@ Has he ever teen regomized by the Choctaw tribal authorities as a 


Ghoctaw indian? A Wo sir. 

What is your mother's name? A Nancy. 

Is she living? A Yes sir. 

White woman? A Yes sir. 

tA. proportion of Choctaw Indian bloed do you claim to have? L 
I . 


Has your name ever been on the tribal rolls? A Wo sir. 

Have you ever been recognized by the Choctaw tribal authorities as a 
Chectaw Indian? A Noe sir. 

Did you ever apply to the Choctaw tribal authorities for enrollment 
as a Choctaw Indian? A Yes sir. 

You applied in the same case as that of your father, did you? A Yes 
dnd your case went to the U. S. Court? A Yes sir. 

And Jud ge Clayton held that he had not jurisdiction? A Yes sir. 
Did you apply to the Dawes Commission in '96° A Mo sir. 

Is this the first application you have made to the Dawes Commission? 
Gnly what my father said; he said they wouldn't have anything te do 
with us. 

What is ,our wife's name? A Margaret. 

How ol@ is she? A 37 years. 

What is xemexext her father’s name? A I can't tell you; she was an 
orphan girl. 

What was her mother's name? A I can't tell you. Mc@rew-- Her 
mother and father are both dead. Died when she was small. 

Where did you. marry her? A In Texas. 
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When? A In '84, 

Have you your marriage license and certifiacte to offer in evidence? 
I hayn't got it with me. 

You. will be permitted to file the certificate, or a certified copy 
theref, on or before the 1st day of July, 1900. 

What is thé neme and age of your child? A Willie D., age 12 years 
Is the chilaé living with you? A Yes sir. 

Is ite posteffice address the same ag yours? A Yes sir. 











5) 
r* 


6 L TVR ¢ 5 TRIBES, 
avin eps apie caren ,2 908. 


vn the matter of thi applicatitn @f Charles u. Clark ¥er 
on ea yi dand thin oy Sly end hia mae Ghild, Willie D. Clark,as 
asiseipp ¥ "6 


ootewE. 


* 


APPEARANCES" 7.0, Pool, Attoyusy for applicant. 


Said Charles M, Clark,being first dwly @wern, testified as 
follows; 


Examination by the Conttission, 


Q Weet is your name? A Charles I. Clark. 
Q What is your age? A Forty years old. 
Q What is your postoffice sddress? A Durant. 
Q. Indian Territory? A Yes sir. 
Q How long have you lived in Durant? A I've been there eleven 
years I reek. 
Q How long have yeu lived in Indian Territery? A About. twenty 
years, 
Q Where were you. born? A Born in Georgia,Gilmore county. 
Q At what age did you remeve from there? A I was quite a boy--I 
donrt remember exactly, 
You went from there where?. A To Kentuaky 
And from Kentucky where? A Tennessee. 
And then where? A To Missouri add Texas. 
Is your father living? A Wo sir, 
Your mother ig living? A-Yes «air. 
What was your father's nameY A Moses C. Clark. 
What is your mother's name? 9A Nancy Clark. 
You @laim through your father,do you not? A ‘Yes sir ,my father. 
How much Choctaw blond do you claim through your father? 
One-gighth. 
Has your: father ever heen recognized in any way or enrolled as a 
member of the Choctaw Tribe of Indikns by the Choctaw Tribal ‘author- 
apres or the United. States duthorities in Indian Territory? A No m 
sir, 
Q He made ‘application,did he not,to the Choctaw Couneil for citizen 
ship? A Yes. sir. 
$ Did you at that time or did ym he for you? A. Yes sir,he did 
or me y 
Q@ You weren't accepted,were you? A No sir. 
Q Nething came of that application? A Wo sir. 
{Bid you take BN Bppeal? A Yes sir,to the United States Court. 
Q At South McAlester? A Yes sir,I, think it was there. 
Q And the Court did what in that matter? A They dismissed the 
gase on account of not having jurisdiction. 
p Rg you afterwards make application to any authoritygeither to 
the Chootaw Tribal. qguthorities or the Dawes Commission? A Yeu sir, 
at Colbert to the Dawes Commission in 1900. 
Q Did you make application to the Dawes Commission in 1896 under 
the ast of Congress of June 20,1696? A Wo oir. | 
rT ° A 


eae 


PPO LCLDHLO OOO 








Charles Mi Clark ,e% al. 77k 


Q Do you kidow what was done with that appl iegtion you ial at 
Celvert im 1900? A} No. pir, 

Q wen neyer received notice that you were rejedtea at past time? A 
Wo sir, 


The bbe (net oe a poneeshi.an: ‘of: the : Lin \C ommAsaisiont oe 

this this céntleman Cherles: made. aplication 

for the enroliment aa : sited. “pet, Choctaw Natior at 
@olvert; Indian Territory,7une ache for himself hig wife 
and minor child. 


You now. make application for yourself and. your ohild,do Fc ROL? 

Yes sir. 
Q This, game child? A Yes sir. 

Do you want to’have the record made by you at that t ime mareed 
into this application so that #11 these matters shall be gonsidered 
together? A Yes sir. 


Choctaw R-667 is here referred to and at the request of 
the applicant made a part of the. present application. 


By Mr.Pool: 
I would wish to dismiss as to the wife of this applicant 
and not have her applicationmade part of this application, 


Examination by the Commission: 


Q You never have been admitted,have you,with your child,to citi- 
zenship in the Chectaw Nation either y the Choctaw Tribal authori- 
ties,;the Commission to the Five Civilised Tribes or the United 
States Court in Indian Territery? A. No: sir. 
Q You mow.come before the Commission to identify yourself and 
your miner child as Mississippi Cheetaws claiming under article 14 
of the ‘treaty of 18307? A. Yes six, 
Q What .is the name of your child? .A Willie D, 
Q. How old is he now? A I reckon he's fourteen this coming. August, 
Q .Then you would call him thirteen now? A He's fourteen now,!I 
guess. 
Q ere i is the name of your wife,the mother of this child? a Mar-~ 
@ . 
D¢e.you make applisation for her? A No sar. 
Stie is g white woman? A Yes sir,I don't claim for her now. 
Q When and where were you married to your wife Margaret H,.? A 
Martzed in the Territory, in '84 1 reckon it was. 


license. ¥e didsitt hive Licenses here then. 
Q- Haye you the proof of that marriage here now? A No sir. 
Q You can introduce that later can you? A. Yes sir. 


Thirty days time will be allowed this applicant in which 
to file the proof of the marriage of his father and mother 
and alee of his marriage te. nas wif¢,arnd alse any other 





Charles M. Clark,et al--3 


proper evidence that he may desire to present in support 
of this applicatien, 


Q Di you understand article 14 of the treaty of 1830? <A I newer 
knowe @ nothing about it until you explained it here but I under~ 
stand it I think, 

Q Do you want it explained further? A No sir,I think I pnderstand 
it all right, 


It reads as follows: 

"Each Choctaw head of a family being desirous to 
remain and become a citizen of the States shall be permit- 
ted to do 80 by signifying his intention to the Agent 
within six months from the ratification of this treaty 
and he or she shall thereupon be entitled to a réservation 
of one section of six hundred and forty acres of land,to 
be bounded by sectional lines of survey; in like manner 
shall be entitled to one half that quantity for é@ach 
unmarried child which ig living with him over ten years 
of age; and a quarter section for such child as may be 
under ten years of age,to adjoin the location of the 
parent. If they reside upon said land,intending to become 
citizens of the States,for five years after the ratifica- 
tion of this trdaty,in that case a grant in fee simple 
shall issue; said reservation shall include the present 
improvement of the head of the family or a portion of it. 
Persons who claim under this article shall not lose the 
privilege of a Choctaw citizen but if they ever remove 
are not to be entitled to any portion of the Choctaw 
annuity.” 


Q Do you know if any of your ancestors tomplied or attempted to 
comply with any of the provisions of that article of that treaty? 

A I do not--I couldn't teil you. 

Q What is the name of your ancestor threugh whom you claim your 
right to be identified as a Choctaw Indian? A Through my grand- 
mother Patsy Harkins,or Patsy Hawkins; some called them one way and 
some another. 

Q She was a daughter of whom? A John Harkins. 

Q Whom did he marry? A Nancy Gardner. 

Q Did Nancy Gardner have any Choctaw bloed? A Half breed I 
believe, 

Q Did John Harkins have any? A Half breed I believe. 

Q Whom did Patsy Harkins,their daughter,marry? A Thomas Jefferson 





Clark,my grandfather 





Q@ Did Patsy Harkins live in Mississippi in 1830 at the time her 
fatler lived there? A She was raised there--I muppese 80. 

Q Do you know whether John Harkins was living in Mississippi in 

18350 and had a family there then and was Patsy,his daughter, living 
there then? A I couldn't tell you that. 

Q Could you tell whether John Harkins had any children in Mississip® 
pi in 18307? A No sir. 

Q@ Do you know of any Choctaw ancestor who had a family in Missis- 
sippi in 18309 A No sir. 





Charles M. Clark,et al--4 


Q How moh Chectaw blood did John Harkins have? & One-half ;z= 
think is what, they olaim. 

Q What relation was he to you? A He was my gveat-grandfather. 

Q Patsy Harkins, then ,was your grandmother? A Yes sir. 

Q. And she married a Clark? A Yes sir. 

Q Did she live in Mississippi? A-~ Yes sir. 

Q Did your father.live in Missiseippi’ <A Yes sir,he was living in 
Mississippi whén ‘he: married. 

Q Did any of your Choctaw arcestors ow any land or claim any land 
in Midsissip: 4 cr Alabema in the old Choctaw Nation under. article 
ir ef the treaty of 1830? AI dontt know. 

Q Did any of them own any improvements on land in Mississippi or 
Alabama in 18350? A. I couldn't’ tell you, 

Q Did any of your Choctaw ancestors go to the United States Indian 
Agent within six months after the ratification of this treaty of 
1830 and tell him that they wanted to Stay Mexw in Mississippi, take 
land there and become citizens of the States? A That's something 
I dontt know. 

Q@ Did any of your Choctaw ancestors go from that old Choctaw Nation 
to the Choctaw Nation Indian Territory with the other Indians between 
1855,1838 or 1840? A I-don't know. 


in 1837,also in 1842,under various acts of Congress Com- 
missions were a;pointed which went to Mississippi and 
heard claimants under article 14 of the treaty of 1830. 
These Commissions were appointed to do this duty because a 
great many Indians claimed that they had gone to Col.Ward, 
the Indian Agent,within six months after the ratification 
of the treaty of 1830,and told him that they wanted to 
Stay in Mississippi,take land there and become citizens 

of the States but that he had refused to enroll or place 
their names upon the list made by him and now know as 
Ward's Register. His neglect to do this caused a good 
many indians living in the old Choctaw Nation to lose 

both their land and the improvements on it. Both were 
taken from them by the Government and sold at its public 
land sales. This caused’ so many complaints among the 
Choctaw Indians that in 1837 by an act approved March 34 
of that year,a Commission was appointed by Congress which 
went to Mississippi and heard claimants under article 14 
of the treaty of 1830. In 1842 another Comnission was 
appointed by Congress for the same purpose ; this Commnis- 
sion went to Mississippi and heard claimants under article 
14 of the treaty of 1830. 





Q@ pid any of your Choctaw ancestors g€0O before either of those two 
comnts tone end claim any benefits as Chectaw Indians? A In't 
ow, 
Q Did any of your Choctaw ancestors receive any scrip from the 
Government issued under the act of Congress of August 23,1842,whioch 
scrip entitled them to select land either in Mississippi,Alabama, 
Louisiana or Arkansas,to be taken from vacant Government land ,and 
which was given te those Indiang who proved their rights under arti- 
cle 14 and who also proved that they had land taken from them in the 
Qld Choctaw Nation? A I couldn't tell you: 
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i Ay Ckark-M 0 R 6650,-and of Sonn dH, 
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The ‘ase of Willian Ay” 
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Examination by Mr.Pool: 


Q In response te a question asked you just now as to “he asked you 
if your father was married in Mississippi; you said "yea"; didy's . 
you mean your grandfather? A Yes sir,I meant my grandfather;i:,”, 

Q Then you want that corrected? A. Yes sir,it was my grandfather. 


Commission: ea tg 
The applicant has the appearance and physical charatter- 
istics of being descended frou white parentage--biack |’ 
eyes~--black hair--mustache not quite so black--medium 
dark complexion--has no knowledge of the Choctaw Janguage 
and no knowledge of a compliance on the part of his ances+ 
tors. with the provisions of. artiole 14 of the treaty of 


Ira S. Niles,béing fir»st duly Bworfn states that as stenggrapher 
to the Commission to the Pive Civilised @ribes he reported in ful 
all proceedings had inthe above entitled-cause heard at Muskogee, 
Indian Territory,May 21,1902,and that the above and foregoing is a 
full,true and correct traneGript of his stenographie hotes taken 


~, ee te tind 


in said proceedings on said date, V4 4 
oo XK Sy W/5 ee Sa 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this the 26th day of May,1902,at 
Muskogee ,Indian Territory. 





tbat fh. Be. Haeeray x ade 
Notary Public. 





Muskogee, Indian Territory, October 1,1900, 


vo Seley 


bate t harne, RS $f Gears 


Shes STerant IneSah reeritery, 
Dear}: sit 
Pi t . 


eee y 


“Sadly 


Thee ie ingdos ea yu Yor aon thy ‘Sgpy Ut. tha ident dign of! 


the Commission, denying) the upplicatian Tar énrolinent::of yourself 


and minor children as. citizens by bloud ae of your wife as a oiti- 


zen by intermarriage of the Choctaw Ratién’. 


Yours truly, 


Acting: Chairman, 
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Doar Sirs: 
5 Be 


LReaeipt is-hersby acknowledged of: a certified copy of) 


’ 2 
‘ 


mt Ww 


what aurpor ts to be @ marriage oertifiodte Between Charles By Chapk’ 
and Margaret He MaGrev, which. ip offered in support. of. sour app Lidhe 


tion fér the ddentirivatia of: yourself and your minor ehild ‘ag 


Mipeiss tppt Chogtaws, and the sane has been filed with the -reooret ‘In 


Bi . Pi Arba 
we Ulm anges 


oN, 


Youra truly, 


' 


Comm ise toner mn Charze, 








M.C.R. 6649 


COPY 
Muskogee, Indian Territory, December 29, 1902. 


Charles M. Clark, 
Durant, Indian Territory. 


Dear Sir: 

You are hereby advised that on the 27th day/ af. Detember; 
1902, the Commission to the Five. Givilised Tribes, fendered a de- 
cision in the consolidated case Of William A. Glark, ¢t a1., embrac- 
ing the following applications for identification as Mississippi 


Choctaws: 


William A. Clark, et al., M.C.R. 5650 
Rosa May Hunter, et al., M.C.R,. 5662 
Charlies M. Clark, ®t al., M.C.R. 5649 
James B. Clark, et al..,— M.C.R. 5657 
Wesley CG. Clark, et al., M.C.R. 5656 
Thomas B. Clark, et al., M.0.R. 5656 


These applications were made under the provision of the act 
of Congress of June 28, 1898 (30 Stats., 495) which is as follows: 


"Said Commission shall have authority to determine the 
identity of Ghootaw Indians @jJaiming rights in the Choctaw 
lands under wtiole fourteen of the treaty between the United 
States and the Choctaw Nation, concluded September twenty- 
seventh, eighteen. hundred and thirty, and to that end my ad- 
minister oaths, examine wit nesses and perform all other acts 
secs nsery eer and make report to the Secretary of the 

nterior. 





Baid decision omoludes as follows: 


“Zt is therefore the epinion of this Commission that the 
evidence herein is insufficient to determine the identity of 
William 4. Clark, Bancy L. Clark, Astery B. Clark, John H. Clark, 





-2- 
James. A. Clark, Btter 3. Clark, Ve 
‘Bide wintords tom eat aeerte, 
5 Winford, "Rows May Munter,’ 


You.are further advised that 
from the date hereof within whio 
office, and that 


case together 


YOU will be gllewed firteen 


h to file arguments in this 
at the expiration of Said time the papers 


in the 
with such arg ments will be forwarded to the Secre- 


gry ef the Intérior through the Commissioner of Indian Accairs. 


Respectfully, 


Cf" os am fi \', : 
Acting Chairman. 
Registered. 








2 M.0,.Ryb649, 
od 


taekogee, 1tndian Territery)<April 16,2903, 


Gharles My Clark, 


- 


Ne Ge 


Durant, Indian Territory, 


“Dear Sirs Be ah 4 Sars aca ee 
You are hereby notifified thaton the Bnd tay of april. 
1903, tha Secretary.of the Interior affirmed the deeision of this os 
Commiésion: refusing the applieaticns for identification as’ Missis- 
sipped Ghoctaws of the several persons inoluded in the consolidated 
case of William A. Clark, et al., of which decision you were ead- 


vised by recistcred mail on the 27th day of December, 1902, 


Respectfully, 


‘BIGNED). 


Chairman, 








MOR 5649 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, July 2, 1903. 


MeKennon & Wimtt, 
Attorneys at Lew, 
Wewoka, Indian Territory. 
Gentlemen: 

Receipt is hereby acknowl edged of your letter of the 17th 
instant, in which you state : “Ag attorneys for C. x. Clark et Ble, 
who are applicents for identification as Mi ssissippi Choctaws, and 
whose cese is pending before the Commission, we beg that no final 
action therein be taken until the Secretary of the Interior passes 
upon and determines the case Of Scott T. Dumas ot ale® 

In reply you are informed that on April 2, 1903 » the Sea- 
retary of the Interior approved the decision or the Commission rou 
fusing thé applications of the several applicants in the consoli- 
dated iti sat ssippt Choctaw case of Willian A. Glark, et al., of 
which the application of G. u, Clark, et al. part. The appli- 


cants were duly notified of suah departmental action on April 18, 


» and the Commission now considers this case closed. 


Respectfully ’ 





Coumissioney in Charge. 





Muskogee, Indian Territory, January 9, 1907 


Charles M, Clark, 
* i Durant, Indian Territory. 


Dear Sir: 

You are hereby notified that the Secretary of the 
Interior on December 26, 1906, denied the motion filed 
with this office June 25, 1906 by Albert J. Lee, attorney 
at Law, Ardmore, Indian Territory, to reopen and reconsider 
the consolidated Mississippi Choctaw case of William A, 
Clark, et al, 

Respeotfully, 


Commissioner. 
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DEPARTMNNT. OF: OR. TPTERIOR . 
 OOMMOSBTON TO THk RIVE. CLVELIZED. TAIEES 


in. thee matter of: the application of Wiliiem A.’Clark, 
et al.’,, for {aentifieation as Mi'seies ippi Choo ¥awa, consélidating 
“She applications of: — KS : ct 


Willion hy Glark, et al., megeee “8680 
John He Clark, et mle, M.CiRS $861 
Mary Winford, et al., M.CsRs 5660 
Rosa May Hunter,: et Rhee MsO.Re 5661 
Charles x. ‘Clark, et ale, MLC alts, 5649. 
James B,’ Clark ot al», M.C Re 8687 
Wesley C.°C 5» 8t al, M.C.Ré 5655 
Thomas EZ. Glark, et al., M.C.R.i $656 


Application of William A. ciare, et al., for ‘enrollment 
as citizens of the Choctaw Nation 


Ne 
Certified copy of the marriage oertifioate of 
William A. Clark and Celeny M. Mowdy 


Oopy of letter of the Commiasion addréesta to; Wm. A, 
Clark, Durant, I,%s notifying him that the Commission 
woulg hear his personal pplication for the identi- 
fication of himself and ohildren as Wien o6jpri 
Choctaws 





Registry Recieipt 


Original application of, William A. Glark, et ald’ to the 
Dawes Commision for identification as og Choc taws .. 


plication of Moses Carr Clar for. enreliment. ap * Choo taiw: 
werijteegn at Colbert, Ts + June 20, 1900 





Copy of testimony, in the application of Moses C. 
Clark for enrollment as 4 Ghootaw, taken ‘at South 
MoAlester, IT. 

Copy of the affidavit of Amy Beame in the matter of 
the application of. Moses C. Clark for citizenship in 
the Choctaw Nation 


Copy of the affidavit of Gilbert Cooper in .the 
matter of the application of Moses C. Clark for 
citizenship in the Choctaw Nation 


Copy of the affidavit of John Batease 

Copy of the affidavit of Jennie Nelson in the matter 
of the application of M.Cw Clark ‘for citigenship -in 
the Choctaw Wation 

Copy of the affidavit of Orange OSolline 


Certificate of Aurelia Jonea to. the éffect that the 
foregoing affidavi te are true end correot copies 


Cértified Oopy of the marriage certificate. of 
Williem:A. Clark and Celeny Mowdy 


Application 6f John: H. Clark, ¢t al., for enroliment as 
citizens “af the Choctaw Nation : 


Copy of jetter of the Commiasion to Joh B.. Cl % 
Russet, Let. notifying him that’ the Commisaton would hear 
his personel .epphication for the identification of himself 
and child: as Mississippi Choctays : oF 


Registry receipt 


Original application ef John FH. Olark et al., to the Dawes 
Commission for identification as Mississippi Chectaws 


Certified copy of the marrige record of Ji iF 
Clerk and Lavine A+ Robertson 


Application of Mary Winford, et al., for enroliment as 
citizens of the Chootaw vation 








Decision of the Commission refusing the appisoation 
of Mary Winford, et al., for enroliment ale 4itisens 
by blood of the Choctaw Nation ’ ‘ 


Copy of letter transmitting the above decision 


Registry receipt 





Copy of letter of the Commi seion eAdressed to Mary 
Winford, Russet, 3.7, notifying her that whe, will. be 
allowed thirty ‘days in whieh to @ubmtt testimony 
regarding her application for ifentifipation as « 
Missiesippi Choctaw : 


Registry receipt 

Gopy.of letter of the Commi ssion addressed to Mary 
Winford, Belton, 1.7. notifying her that she must 
eppear' in peraom with such witnesses as she may be 
able to seoure, before the Commission, . and granting 
thirty days in which to submit such evidence 
Registry receipt 

Affidavit. of Mery Winfora 

Affidavit of Ri’ F_: Winfora 

Affidavit of Willis. Evans 


Affidavit of Jennie Heleon 


Affidavit: of J. 8. Nelson 


Bi rth Affidavit of Argil Winfora 


Application of Hattie Hunter et ak., for enrollment 
as citizens by blood of the. Choctaw Nation 


Copy of letter of the Commi seion‘addressed to Hattie 
Hunter, Durant, I. éranting her time in whieh’ to 
make personal application for the identification of 
herself and children as Mississippi. Choctaws. 


Registry receipt 
Testimony of William A. Clark 


Application of Charles M, Clark, et al., for enrollment as 
citizens of the Choctaw Nation 


Copy of letter of the Commission addressed to Charles 
A. Clark, Durant, I.T, granting time within. whioh 
to make personal application for the identification of 
himself and minor children as Mississippi Choctaws 





Registry receipt 


Original application of Charles M, Clark, et al., to the 
Dawes Commission for identification as Mississippi Choc taws 


Certified copy of the marriage certificate ef 
Charles M. Clark ana Margaret H. MoGrew 





Original application. of James B. Clark, et.al,, to the 
Dawes Commission fer identification as Mississippi Choctaws 


Supplemental testi Of; Jompa: Be Okage: 
rate f t y ear ny a Las: ; 
Appligation of Wealey Of Oldbe at ‘®l,, for enrolimert 


as citizens of the Choctaw ¥ation 
Marriage record oF Wesley CS Qlark and Emma Halsell 


Copy of letter’ 6€ the Commiseton’ addressed’ to Wesley 
C. Clark, Armétyélig, I.7. granting time within whion 
to make personat application for: the identification 

of himself and ohilaren as Mississippt Choo taws: 


Registry receipt 


Original application of Vesley C. Clark! et, Oli, tO ‘the . 
Dawes Commission for identification ae, Misei gaipnt Choc taws 


1 Ne ska nic : a5 ey 
Application of Thomas My. Clark-et. mii, fOr anrodtnent ‘ae, 
citizens of the Choctaw Nation’) ce 


Copy of the marriage record of Te BE, Clark and 
Paralee Fite 


Copy of letter of the Commission addressed to 

Thomas EB. Clark granting time within which to make 
personal application for the identification of himself 
and minor child as Mississippi Choctaws 

Registry receipt 


Original application of Thomas E. Clark et al., to the 
Dawes Commission for identification as Mississippi Choctaws 


Testimony of Nanoy Clark 

Testimony of Willis Evang 

Testimony of William A Clark 

Decision of tie Commission refusing the applications 


embraced in the consolidated case of William A. Clark, 
et al., for identification as Mississippi Chcctaws 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


COMMISSION TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIEES, 
Golbert, I,T. June 20, 1900. 


In the Matter of the Application of 
Moses Carr Clark, for Mnrollment as 


Citisen of the Choetaw Nation, 


Moses Carr Clark, being first duly sworm by Actin g Chairman 
3 


Bixby, testified as follows 


Q 
Q 
Q 
q 
q 
A 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
0 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
q 
Q 


What is your name? A Moses Carr Clerk. 
How old are you? A 68 years. 
What is your posteffice address? A Durant, I. T. 
How long have you lived in the Chectaw nation? A 18 years, 
a ye been living here all the time? during the past 3 years? 
es sir. 
Where were you born? A I was bern on the road from Mi ssissippi 
to Georgia, 
What is your father's name? A Thomas Jefferson Clark. 
Is he living? A Mo sir, 
Is he an Indian or white man? A White man. 
What is the name of your mother? A Patsey Harkins. 
Is she living? A Wo sir, 
Was she a Choetaw? @ Yes sir. 
What preportion of Cheetaw blood did she claim? A 1/2 
Was her name ever on the Choctaw tribal rolls? A Not that I know 
of. 
Was she ever reeogiszed by the Chocter tribal authorities as a Choo- 
taw? A There was no record, 
What prepertion of Choctaw blood do you claim? A 1/4. 
Has your name sver been on the tribal rolls? A We sir. 
Have you ever been reese giiszed by the Choctaw tribal authorities as 
a Cheetaw Indian? A Wo sir. 
Did you ever apply to the authorities for enrollment? A Pretty 
near every chanes I gt. 
Did you ever apply to the Choctaw tribal authorities for enrollment 
as a Choctaw? A Yes sir. 
When was it first? A In '96 I reckon. 
What action did the tribal authorities take in your case? A They 
have a citigzenship committee; my case come wp before that committee, 
and they reguired two living witnesses to be present, and mine was 
all depositions, and they left my cae over wtil —- to take it 
up, to give me opportunity to bring living wi tuesses. had five 
on the floor and the President of the ,enate wouldn't hear my ev- 
dence and dismissed my suit, and said they couldn't pass. 
When was that? A Ooct.,'96, I believe, 
Do you remember what day in October it was? A Wo, I couldn't 





tell; it was in the regilar council) of the Choctaw council, 





Did you apply to the Dawes Commission in ‘96? A Wo sir. It was 
last year before the Dawee Commission, 

What consideration did the Dawes Comnissien give ,our case? A Aska 
me if I was on the roll and I said I was not as I knew of, and they 
waid they had no jurisdiction, 

Didn't your case ever gt berere the U. S. Court? A Yes sir. 

How did it gt to the U. S. Court. A Appealed from the Chectaw 
council under the rights of the law, and came before the U. 8. 
Court. 





2-Meses Carr Clark. 


What action did the U. 8. Court take? A My cane went before the 
Court and wis approved by them. 
You man you went before a Master in Chancery? A Yes, and I was 
acknowled to be an i by blood. Tnen I come to trial before 
that court and tried in twe other cages, and I tried to gt my case 
tried on its merits, and they tries the three cases to gether, and 
he put in 9 denial, and he killed the other twe cases and left mine 
Hasn't he ever deelded your case? A Never, yet. 
De you know whether your case was originally filed before the 
Chootaw authorities? A I can tell you what I theugdt. 
We doen't wmy anything but evidence. A I thought it was ming 
oe the Dawes Commission, and the lawyer prepared it for the 
council. 
What is the date of the original application? A Oct.,'96, but what 
day I could not say. 
You know @on't you, as a matter of fact, that the Court in the Cen- 
tral District, dismissed your case for want of jurisdiction? A Yes, 
he said he didn't have jurisdietion in my case. 
The Commission is at a less to know what purpose has 
been subserved by hearing thie application, or others 
in the same condition; 1% appears thit this case has 
already been adjudicated, 
Your application to the Choctaw council for enrollment on behhlf of 
yourself and family was rejected by the council, was it not? 
Yes, I was rejuected. 


The Comaission will give you util July 1,1900 
ws file additional papers in your case if you so de- 
sire, 


Frances R, Brown, being first duly sworn, says that as steno e& 
rapher to the Commission to thé Five Oivilised tribes, she reported 
the te stimony of the above named witness, and that the foreging is & 
true and complete trandlation of her shorthand notes as delivered 

by said witness. 


re in Ce [owce eae 


if 


Subsoribed in my presence and swern to before me this 


6th day of July, A. De, 1900. LE 


Acting Chairman, 








In the watter of the Application of 

’ t4 
Willian A, tant eos Enroliment as 
Citigensof the Choctaw yation. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE OR 
COMMISSION TO THR PIVE QIYILiie TRIDES, 
Colbert, I. T. June 80, 1900, 


oe 60 ae 


Choc.- R.-66%, 


oy 


William A, Clark, being first auly sworn by Acting Chairman Bixz- 


by, testified as follows: 


© LPPLLLLLLO 
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What is your name? A Wm. A. Clark. 
How ols are you? A 46 years. 

What is your postoffice address? A Durant, I. &. 

How long have you live in the Choctaw Nation? A 22 years. 

Where were you born? A Geor gia, 

What is your father's name? A Moses C. Clark. 

Is he living? A Yes sir. 

Dees he claim to be a Chooteaw Indian? A Yes sir. 

What proportion of Choctaw blood does he claim? A 1/4. 

He is the sesame Moses Carr Clark, who has Just testified? (In Case 
Choctaw R. 52) <A Yep sir. 

He made original application to the Choctaw council, and on appeal 
was dismissed by Judge Clayton? A I don't understand it was dis- 
missed. I understood we got jud gnent in the Chancery Court, but 
ae Glayton said he didn't think he had jurisdiction to make al- 
otment. 

What is your mother's name? A Nanoy. 

Is she living? A Yes sir, 

Is she a white woman? <A Yes sir. 

What preportion of Gheetaw blood dovou claim? A 1/®. 

Has your name ever been on the Choctaw tribal roll? 

No sir, 

Have you ever been reco giised by the Choctaw tribal authorities as 
a Choctaw Indian? A Wo sir. 

Dod you ever apply to the Chectaw tribal authorities for enreliment 
ss a Choetew Indian? A No, not until '96, 

Was your name in the case when your father made application? A Yes. 
You didn't apply to the pawes Commission in '967 A No, our at- 
tormey switched the papers; we thought they was going te the Dawes 
Commi ssien. 

Is this the first time you have applied before this Commission? 
Yes, it is the first ‘ime we have ever met them at the place they 
waé doing business, 

What is your wife's name? A Celany M. Clark. 

How old is she? A 39 years, 

What is her father's name? A James Mowdy . 

Is he living? A Yes sir. 





What i 





, 
/ 
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Is she living? A Yes sir. 

Your wife is a white woman? A Yes sir. 

When did you marrg her? A In '79. 

Where? A About 18 miles se. of Durant. 

Have you your marriage license and certificate with you? A I have 
got my certificate: I was married by Judges Gardner. 

Do you wish te offer it in cvidence? A I can send it to you 

You can file it with the Commission, What are the names and ages of 
your children? under 21 years of age and wunmarriéd. 

Neney L.,18 years and Asbury B., 15 years. 

Are your children living at home withyou? A Yes sir. 





peered tn fee 
6th day of TOA 5" 








Department of the Interior. 
Commission to the Five Civilised Tribes, 
Muskogee, Indian Territory, Mareh 1, 1902, 


, In thé matter of the applicatien of Moses C. Clark for 


enrollment as a citizen ef the Choctaw Nation. Choctaw R-52. 


W. A. Durant, being called to testify in the above en- 


titled cause, and having teen first duly sworn, upon his oath testi- 
fies as follows: 


Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
% 
Q 
Q 


© £2 LO f 


Examination by the Commission. 


What is your name? A YW. A. Durant, 

Where do you live? A At Durant, 

Is that your present post office? A Yes sir, 

a zee soquainted with Moses C. Clark during his lifetime? A 
@8 sir. 

Where did he live? A He lived at Durant, Indian Territory. 

He lived at Durant, Indian Territory? A Yes sir. 

Where is he now? A Hels dead, 

When did he die? A Well now, I can't give the exact date; it's 
been some three or four months ago, maybe longer, I attended his 
funeral, hewever. 

You attended his funeral? A yes sir, he was buried there at 
Durant. 

You know of your own knowledge then that he is dead? A ‘Yes sir. 
Now did ur, Clark leave any minor children? A No sir, the ehil- 
dren are all of age, 

The shildren are all of age? A yes sir, 

Do you know the names of his children now? A Why, I oantt give 
them to you only from the record, 

Well, they are all grown up and oan make their applications for 
themselves? A yes sir, 


-7-ee ee [o-<-<--«<«8 


Hal Belford, being first duly sworn, upon his oath states 
that as stenographer to the Commission to © Five Civilized 
Tribes he reported in full all the proceedings in the above en- 
titled cause on Mareh ist, 1902, and that the abeve and foregoing 
is a full, true and correct transoript of his stenographiec notes 
in said cause on the said day of March, 1902, , LPT) ( 
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Subseribed and sworn to before me this lst day of Marg A 1902, 


hecad Eif i tork 


Notary Public. 





Department ef the Interior. 
Commis#ion te the Five Civilized Tribes, 
Muskegee, Indian Territory, March 1, 1902, 


In the matter of the application of Meses 6. Clark for 
enrollment as a gitisen ef the Choctaw Nation. Choctaw R-62, 


W, A, Durant, being called to testify in the abeve en- 
titled cause, and having been first duly sworn, upon his oath testi-~ 
fies as follews; 


Examination by the Commission, 


What is your name? A W, A. Durant. 

Where do you live? A At Durant, 

Is that your present post office? A Yes sir, 

bt ety acquainted with Meses C, Clark during his lifetime? A 
es sir, 

Where did he live? A He lived at Durant, Indian Territory. 

He lived at Durant, Indian Territory? A yes sir. 

Where is he now? A He's dead, 

When did he die? A Well now, I can't give the exact date; it's 
been some three or four months ago, maybe longer. I attended his 
funeral, however, 

You attended his fumeral? A yes sir, he was buried there at 

Durant. 

You know of your own inowle then, that he is dead? A Yes sir, 

Now did Mr.Clark leave any minor ehildren? A Wesir, the chile 
dren are all of age, 

The ehildren are all ef age? A ® sir, 

Do you know the names ef his children now? A Why, I can't give 
them to you only from the record, 

Well, they are all grown up and can make their applications for 
themselves? A yes sir, : 


Q 
a 
Q 
Q 
Q 
~ 
Q 
Q 
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Hal Belford, being first duly sworn, upon his oath states 
that es stenographer to the Commission to the Five Civilized 
Tribes he reported in full all the proeeedings in the above en@ 
titled cause on Mareh ist, 1902, and thatethe above and foregoing 
is a full, true and correct transcript of his stenographia notes 
in said cause en the said day of Marsh, 1902 . 
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AVa TETT eS 
Subsoribed and sworn to before me this ist day of Maro, 1902, 


Notary Public, 
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DEP ARMOtn? Ov. 2908 yan 
COMMISSTON. TO THe PiVE OIVILIZED FRIES, 
Muskogee, Indian Territory May 21:,1902. 


In the mAtter of the aSgh2 ication ef William A. Clark for 
the identification of himaeir two minor children, Naney L., and 
Asbery B, Clark,as Mississippi Choctaws, 


APPRARANCES: J.0,.Pool,Attorney for applicants. 


Said Williem A, Clark,being first duly sworn, testified as 
follows;:- 


Examination by the Cormission. 


Q@ What is your name? A Willdem A. Clark. 

i. ~@ What. is your age? A Forty-eight. 

Q What is your posteoffice address? A Durant,Indian Territory, 

Q. ‘How. tong have you lived in Durant? A Sixteen or seventeén years, 
Bhout that. , 

Q Where did you live before that? <A ArmstrongyMoadeny , Indian 
Territory: : 

Q. Where were you barf? A Born in Georgia, 

Q:‘Whet place in Georgia? A Gilmer County ,Georgia. 

9. How long did you live in Georgia? A ft left there when I was 

* about. twelve years old. 

Q* Then you went where? A T> Kentucky. 

Q And you lived in Kentucky how jong? A Two or three years, three 
or four years. 

Q And from Kentucky you went where A Went from there to Tennes- 
see. 

Q And from Tennessee where? A From Tennessee to Missouri. 

Q. And from Missouri you went. where? “A To. Texas, 

q What is your father's name? A My father’s name was Moses C, 
Clark, 

Q. Is he living? A Wo sir, 

Q What is your motherts name? A . Nanoy Clark. 

Q Is. she living? A Yes sir, 

Q You claim threugh whieh parent? A My father. 

Q How much Choetaw blood do you claim? A About one-eighth, 

Q Why do you gay’ about one-eighth--don't you know? A Father ¢claimé 
ed that his mother wag a half breed~-that's as mush as I know about 
that, 

Q Has your father ever been recognized in any way or enrolled as a 
member of the Choctaw Tribe of Indians by the Choctaw Tribal 
authorities cr the United States authorities? A No sir,not that I 





of 
Q Have you the proof of the marriage of your father and mother 
with you? A WNo sir, 
$ Do. you know whén and where they wire married? AI only know what 
‘ve heard them Bay that they were married in Georgia. 
Q What place in Georgia?’ A I couldn't say. 
Q You don't know?. A No sir. 
Q Were they married by a minister under a license? A I eantt 
tell you that. 
Q Gan you introduce the proof of their marriage later if given 
S reasonable time? A Yes sir,I suppose I could, 


aes 
“M4 





William A. Clark,et al--2 


By Mr.Pools 
Yes sir,I want time. 


Commission: 
Reasonable tima will be allowed for the production of this 
proof if introduced within thirty days from the date Here- 
of. 


Are you married? A Yes sir. 

Is your wife living? A Yes sir. 

Is she a white woman or Choctaw Indian? A White woman. 

What is her name? A Celany M. Clark. 

You don't make any claim for her,or do you? A I guess not,sir. 
What is the name of your oldest child you make application for? 
Nancy L. 

How old is she? A Twenty years old, 

Next? A Asbery EB. 

How old? A Seventeen. 

You claim for yourself and these two ghildren,do you? <A’ Yes sir 
Is Celany M. Clark the mother of these children? A Yes sir. 

And your eife and you and these children ate all living together 
at your howe? A Yes sir, 

Q When and where were you married to your wife? A I was married 
southeast of Caddo about thirty miles, 

Q What place? A In Indian Territory,southeast of Caddo in. tHe 
country, 

Q By a minister? A No sir,by E.W, Gardner, County Judge. 

Q Do you remember the date of your marriage? A Married the 27th 
day of March,18?¢. ; ne 
Q You haven't the proof cf that marriage with you,have you? <A No 
sir,but I can send it up here, Pay 

Q Within thirty days? A Yes sir,as soon as I get home. I cin 
send a certified scopy. oti 

Q Is your name on any of the tribal rolls of the Choctaw Nation 
in Indian Territory? A No sir,not that I know of. 

Q Have you ever made applicationfor citizenship in the Choctaw 
Nation for yourself and children to the Choctaw Tribal authorities 
in Indian Territory? A There was an application made--I didn't 
make it; my father made it for us, 

Q Moses C,. Clark? A Yes sir, 

Q When did he make that application? A I reckon it was in -1896-- 
it was. just after the Dawes Comission roll closed. 

Q Was that applicationmade under the act of Congress of June 10, 
1896? A I can't tell you that. I don't know how that was, 


Q 
Q 
Q 
q 
Q 
A 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 





(There 1s handed the Comission a paper purporting to be a 
transcript of an application). 


Q This appligation shows that your father made application at 
Colbert ,Indian Territory,June 20,1900,;1s that the application you 
mean? 


By Mr.Pool: 
He went first before the Commission end then it went before 
the courts and then before the Commission down here, 





William A. Clark,et al. ,++3 


By the Commission; ‘ 
The records. in. the peasession of the Commission show that 
at Colbert ,Indian Territory,June 20,1900,said Willian A. 
Clark made application for enro)lment of himself and ‘his 
minor children ag citizens by blood of the Choctaw Nation, 
R-668,which is here referred to and made part of this 
application. 


Examination by the Commission: 


Q Your statement,then,is that your father first made application 
in 18967 A I think it was. 

Q What was done with that epplication--was he réfused at that time? 
A He went before the Choctaw Council and before the Commigsion at 
Colbert too. 

Q You have been,then,before the Choctaw Council? A Yes sir. 

Q Where wap that? A At Tushkahomma. 

Q Did they refuse you then? A We never got a hearing before them. 
Q Why not? A The President of the Senate wouldn't let them take 
our gase up,: 

Q Did he give any reason for that? A No sir; what I tell you now 
is what father told me when he came back; you understand now the 
kind of testimony I am giving, Father said they called it up’ on 
Saturday ,I believe it was,and they required him to have two living 
witnesses there and he said he hed affidavits and they said that: 
wouldn’t do and they give him until Monday at twelve: o'cleck té 

get the evidence, An old Indian told him of an old man across the 
mountain ,Jack Batteace,and had him there Monday at noon. ° He 

said that Mr.Hampton was President of the Senate an he met him and 
talked to him. The time they went to take his case up he said the 
citizenship committee adjourned. 

@ He never got before the Council,then? A No sir--he filed his 
papers but never did get no hearing. 

Q When was the next time,did he in your behalf make application 
for citizenship in the Chootaw Nation after that? A We went out 
there to the Dawes Commission at Colbert. 

Q That wasn't in 1896,was it? A I don't remember the date of that. 


The records show that Moses C. Clark made a;plication at 
Colbert June 20,1900, 


By Mr.Pool: 
This application to the Choctaw Council was aypealed 
to the United States Court of the Central District--dis- 








Court for want of jurisdiction; then the 
next application was before the Duwes Coumission. 


Commission: 


Q This application that was wade at Colbert,Indian Territory,does 
not show your name at all; in the testimony taken your name does 
not appear; do you know whether application was made for you at 
that time by anybody? A No sir, I can't tell you, 





William A. Clark,et al-=4 


Corumission: 
In the application made by Moses C. Clark at Colbert, 
Indian Territory,June 20,;1900,the name of his son William 
A, Clark,does not appear as having application made far 
him at that time. 


Q Now,did you make or anyone for you make application before the 
Commission for identification as a Choctaw by blood at South MoeAleste 
er,Indian Territory,at any time? A No Sir,only when we appealed 
from the Council to..the United States court. 

Q Your father made application at South McAléster but his applica- 
tion did 4m not include your name at that time, Have you made 
application yourself or anyone for you or for your ohildren: since 
then? A Wo sir. 

Q This is your first application,is it’ A Yes sir. 

Q Bor yourself and children? A Yes sir. 

Q@ You never have been enrolled as a member of the Choctaw Tribe 
of Indians,with your children,by any authority whatever? A. No sir, 
Q Do you now want to be identified as a Missiesiypi Choctaw and 
identify your children at the same time as Mississippi Choctaws? 

A Yes ‘sir, 

Q Do yeu apply under article 14 of the treaty of 1830? A Yes sir, 
Q De you understand that article of that treaty? A I believe I 
understand it. 

Q Would you like to have it explained further? A I heard you 
explain it this morning, 


It reads as follows:- 


“Each Choctaw head of @ family being desirous to -re- 
main and become a citizen of the States shall be permitted 
to do so by signifying his intention to the Agent within 
8ix months from the ratification of this treaty and he or 
she shall thereupon be entitled to a reservation #f one 
section of six hundred and forty acres of land,to be 
bounded by sectional lines of survey; in like manner shall 
be entitled to one half that quantity for each unmarried 
child which is living with him over ten years of age; and 
& quarter section for such child as may be under ten 
years of age,to adjoin the location of the parent. If 
They reside upon said land,;intending to become citizens 
of the States,for five years after the ratification of 
this treaty,in that case a grant in fee simple shall is- 
sue; Said reservation shall include the present improve- 
ment of the head of the family or 2 portion of it. Persons 
who claim under this article shall not lose the privilege 
of a Choctaw citizen but if they ever remove are not to 








be entitled to any portion of the Choctaw annuity." 


Q You understand that,do you Mr.0lark’ A Yes sir. 

Q Do you know whether any of your Choctaw ancestors complied or 
attempted to comply with any of the provisions of that article? 

A Not personally, don't,sir. 

Q Have you ever heard in the family that anybody did--has 2£t been 
a matter of family rumor,that anybody complied with that article 
in the family? A I can't answer the question. 





William A. Clark,et al+--5 


Q What's the name of the ancestor that you claim through? A-.Jehn 
Harkinb--sone of them call him Hawkins--and Haney Gardner,hie wife. 
Q .He married Nancy Gardner,did he? A That's..the information we 
have--of course I don't know--I am giving you: what I've been ‘told, 
Q Which had the Choctaw blood? A’ They tell me that they both had. 
Q °° How much Choctaw blood did John Harkins have? A They claim 
that he was a-balf breed, 
Q. How much did Nancy Gardner have? A About the same. 
Q What relation was John Harkins to you? A He was my grandmother's 
father. 
Q Your great grandfetier? <A Yes sir,I reckon that's right. 
Q Did he live in Mississi:pi,with his wife Nancy,in 18307 A 
I don't know; I’ prasume he did. 
Q Was he the head of a family there in 1830,d0 you kmow~-~either 
there or in Alabama? A They tell me he was in Mississippi; I never 
heard anything about him being in Alabama, 
Q And you don’t know anything about his being the head of aA 
family there then? A No sir,I couldn't say on those dates. 
Q One of the requirements in the matter of proof in these applica- 
tions as Mississippi Chootaws is to show a compliance on the part of 
your ancestor through whom you claim with article 14 of the treaty 
of 16350 and that. artiole speaks about the Chectaws who claimed toe 
have a right as heads of families who lived in’Mississippi at that 
time; but you don't know anything about that now? A No sir,I 
don't know about that. 
Q You can't give the, nameof any of your Choctaw. ancestors who 
lived in Misaissippi in 1830 and who was the head of a family + 
then? A Wo sir,not from my personal knowledge,!t ean't. 
Q From any family history or tradition? \A» I*v6 been told that 
John Harkins was,but' I don't know it of myself, : 
Q How old would he be if living now? A I don't know,sir. 
Q How old would Nancy Gardner be if living now?' A I don't know 
that ,either. : 
Q When did Moses C, Clark die--wnat was his age when he died? A 
About sixty eight. 
Q Where was he Bem born? A He was born on the road--so he has 
told ne--leaving Mississippi. 
Q Did his parents come from Mississippi to the Choctaw Nation? 
A Not direct--his parents never did come here. 
Q You-say he was born where? A He always told me he was born on 
the road, 
Q Going from where to where? A He was going from Mississippi. 
Q Do you know whether he came to Indian Territory? A No sir,I 
don't know, 
Q What was his father's name? A Thomas Jefferson Clark. 
Q Did he have Choctaw blood? A No sir. 

Whe mother! arn A Dete les 


here 


she married, 

Q And she married Thomas Clark? <A Yes sir, 

Q She had Chectaw blood? <A Yes sir. 

Q You never heard that she lived in Mississippi? A Yes bir,she 
used to go to school there. 

Q Did she marry and have a family there? A She was stole out of 
one school+-she was a school girl and was stole out of a school 
there. 





William A. Clark,et al--6 


Q,, Did she live in Missisgippi in 1830 and was she married at that 
time? A She must have Tived there in 1830; I don't know whether 
she was married or not. 

Q Did any! of your Choctaw ancestors own any land or claim any land 
in Mississippi or Alabama in 1830? A I can't tell you. 

Q Or under article 14 of that treaty? A I'can't answer that ques- 
tion. 

Q@ Did any of your Choctaw ancestors own any improvements on land 
in Mississippi or Alabama in 18307 A I can't tell you that,ecither. 
Q Did any ofthe within six months after the ratification of the 
tre aty of 1830 go to the United States Indian agent ,Col.Ward,and 
tell him that they wanted to stay ‘in Mississippi,take land there 
and beeeme Gitizens of the States? A I have heard they aid but I 
doen't know, 

Q You haven't any partioulars of that watter or any further informa 
tion? A That's about all I know about it,except what I've heard. 
Q What have you heard about it? A That's about all I've heard, 

Q Never heard of their getting any land there? A No sir,I've 
heard they signified their readiness te take land there. 

Q If you haye-any such information as that,where is it and where 
did you get that information--that informatia would be importunt in 
your case? AI haven't that information with me now--we never 
did try to get that information. 


The Choctaw Indians who stayed back in the old Cheotaw 
Nation in Mississippi and Alabama after the treaty’ of 

1850 was ratified,were required,if they wanted to take ad- 
vantage of article 14 of that treaty,to go to the United 
States Indian Agent--Col,Ward--within six months from 

the ratification of that treaty,and tell him that they 
wanted to stay in iississi; pi and take land there and 
become citizens of the States. A great many Choctaw 
Indians did this whose nemes Col.Ward neglected to put 
upon his list,known as Ward's Register and his neglect 

to do this caused a good many Indians who had land in 
Mississi)pi,upon which they had improvements,to lose them 
both. They were both taken from them by the Government 
and sold. This caused @ good many complaints among the 
Indians,among these who lost their land,and as a result of 
the complaints Commissions were appointed under various 
acts of Congress,one in 18357 and another in 1842, Those 
Commissions went to Mississippi and heard claimants under 
article 14 of that treaty. 





Q Did any of your Choctaw ancestors go to either the Commission of 
1837 or the Coumission of 1842 and claim any benefits under article 
14 of the treaty of 1830--you understand these Commissions were 
appointed several years after the treaty was made,one in 1857 and 
the other in 1842--now,those Indians who elaimed trey went before 
Col,Ward and were refused the right to make application at that 
time could go before the Commission of 1838%--six years after--or 
the Commission of 1842--twelve years after=-de you know if any 
of your Choctaw ancestors did? A I can't pay. 





Q Have you. any ete a8to whether any of foul ancestors:réd= . 
: tee td p. fro ‘ernie Wh tak, pawit. ed them’ to ot 


a yooh rg iene sagigaipety i ry eens Peak re eee 


roient had teleen fron hem in the, old: Cheetaw hadien fed 
‘pola?’ A. Mo str. 
Qo Have you any. relatives who. have appeared. wefore: this Commise ion 
‘< for the. purpose’ of being identified as Mississippi Choctaws? A “Re 
pars. 
Do you speak or tmderatand Choetaw? A 1 can't understand 

it very well--I can understand a little of if but not enough to 
“amneunt to anything, 

Q ‘Have you.aay further ¢videndce ‘thet. you want to intreduce at this 

time? A. Yes sir, 


There is offéréd in’ evidence the application of Moses 
farr.Clark,father of this applicant,for. enrollment. 4s.a 
“eitizen: of the G:heotaw Nation ,Choe mw-R-52,and Also the 
application of Mises Cc. Clark for enrollment ap: a Chootaw: 
vefore the Comision at South McAlester, Indian Territory) 
together with jt papers filed w th said applicatien of 
Moses C. Glark, the father of this applicaht,all under, tne 
eover;. which Aiea are inown asd described as *Exhibit 
A* received aud filed with this application of William A, 
Clark. 


By Mr.Peol; 
Ve want time in which to introduce further evidence in 
tele Games 


Commission : 
Thirty dante tine fram the date hereof will be alleyed you 
for ‘that aid skoda 


Examination by Mr, Pool: 


Q How many brothers ang sisters have you of the same javentiiea’. A 
caeeoe nine of us dn all--five brothers besides myself’ and thrse~ 3¥ 
sisters. 
Q Give the names of your brothers beginning with the oldest?.. A 
John i,’ ClankjCharles UM. Clark,Jemes,B, Olark,Wesley C.Cletk and. 
Thomas &, Clerir, 
Q Is that all the. boys? A. Yes sir, then there’ s Ange line Kenlevs 
mre Ann Winford end Yerthe Ellen Jones, 

, Now,Mr.Clark,those brothers and. gisters aré-all now here exoept 
ar he or two that will be here for the purpose of being identified 





Migsissippi es teen A Yes sir but one of them can't 'oome, 
Q Do ‘you want their cases combined with yours:and all to be tried 
together? A Yes sir, 


Commidsion; 
This applisnt has the appearance and’ sital charagter- 
istics of being descended from white ntage. 
brown eyesi,, medium dark complexion, @ray hair pete nee a 
knowledge ox the Choctaw’ language tha ne no know 


ik 


tees 





ahoestors with m 

Of the, srenty, of 1636, 
5 +e 34 apt is - ae i i 
abe 43: eee " 


Tra 8, Niles, being first aniy sworn ,6tates that as atenngrapher 
to the Ceunigsion-to thd Rive Civilized Tribes he reported in full 
all prodsedings had‘ in thé above’ entitled cause jieurd at Muskegee ; 
Indien Territory May 21,1902 ana that the ahaa, ie feregoing ‘is 
@ full,true and oorréet tranboript; of his tens. ‘aphie notes 


taken in #214 proceedings on said date. 7 y a ! 


Subscribed and -sworn to before me this the 24th day of May,1902, 


at, Muskogee , Indian eh ers 
Ct nete, 46 slawi~g sy 


Notary Public. 








epandet'oh tl ormicon, 
vouutidten te te MN ore rctew enthins 
 ~=Muskogee, Indian Territery ,May 21,1902. 


a 


ye act In the matter of, the applications for identification as 
Mississippi Choctaws ef- , 


William A, Clark,et.al M¢R 5660 
Wesley C. Clark,et al * 6655 
Themas BE. Clark,et. al 5656 
John H, Clarkjet a 5651 
Charles M. @lark,et a 5649 
Mary Winford,et al } 5660 
Rosa M. Hunter,et al | 5661 


Tus 


(APPRARANCES: J.0.Pool, Attorney for applicants) 


Wancy Clark, being called upen to testify in said causes 
and being first duly sworn, testified as follows: 


Examination by the Commission. 


What is your name? A Naney Olark, 
What is your age? A Sixty-eight, - 1 ide 
What is your pesteffice address? A Durant, Indian Territery. 
How long have you lived in Durant? A Well,I have lived’, 

Te in the wation about twenty years, I hain't lived dn Duyant 911 
e time; I lived at Armstrong a while. ire 
Where, were you born? A In Georgia. a 


Q How Leng have you been in: the Territory? A Twenty yeara t reken o> 


this coming August 
Rxamination by Mr.Peol: 


Are you..the lawful wife of Moses.C. Clark? A Yes sir. 
‘APS You the Mother of William A. Clark? A Yes sis, 
: oy mae xy A ar sir. 

pet ?? X Yes sir. 
jemea eh. dearer A Yes sir. 
Ervin Clark?A Yes sir. 
Jehn H. Clark? A Yes sir, 





. > r. 

Angeline Mealer? A Yes sir. 
And Mary Ant Winford? A Yes sir. 
They wer all your children, bern in wedlock with Moses C, Clark? 
Yes s 
Have you any Imdian blood in you? A No sir,nene that I knew ef, 
9. Pt oe your husband Moses Clark,have any India bleed in him? a 

ways 


2 roLoe PLLLLLL 


claimed it. 
Q Do yeu know how much Indian blood he claimed to have? A Well) 
I'cag't tell you now, but grandfather and grandmother thay said 
was half breeds. ang 


i. 





re descendants of Moses C. Clark--2 


Who was his grandfather? A John Harkins ,or John Hawkins. 

Some called it Harkins and some Hawkins? A Yes sir. 

Who was his mother? A Patsy Harkins. , 

What was her maiden name? A Patsy Harkins; she married Jeffer- 
on Clark. 

And she was a Choctaw Indian? A That's what they said. 

Was Jefferson Clark the father of your husband ,Moses C. Clark? 

They said so. 

Do you know about when Jefferson Clark and Patsy Harking married? 

No gir,I couldn't gay. 

Was Patsy Harkins an Indian student attending Mayhew Indian 
scheol when she got married? A Yes sir,I've heard her say so. 
That's all the scho@ling she ever got she said she got there,. 

Q Do you know abeut how old she was when she married? A Vell, 

I couldn't tell you that,but she told me she married tolerable young; 
I expect she was about firteen or sixteen years old. 

Q Did she run away to get married? A Yes sir,she run away from 
schoel m d married at a big protracted meeting. 

Q You have seen her and talked with her? A Yes sir,many a time. 
Q What was her complexion? A Very dark, black eyes ,dark-black 
cearse hair. 

Q Did she talk the Choctaw lemguage? A No sir,she didn't talk it 
to me, She might have knowed it but I never heard her talk it. 

Q Did the parents of Jefferson Clark object to the marriage ,and,if 
80,0m what grounds? A The ieee of Jefferson Clark--I think he 
was an orphan boy,as good as Can recollect. 

Q Did this girl Patsy and her 

after merriage? A I couldn't tell you how long. 

Q Say whether it was a long time afterwards or a short time aft 
wards? A. Well,I gouldn't tell you how long; it wasn 

though after they married wuitilthey separated and my husband t 

me it was because she claimed the Indian blood and he didn't 

like it. They separated for a litt le while and then went back 
together, 

Q And lived together the balance of their lives? A Yes sir; the 
separated before there was any children in the family and wen back 
together, 

Q Do you know whether any of those parties,the Hawkins' or Naney 
Gardner--do you know whether any of them availed themselves of the 
benefits of the lath article of the treaty of 1830 in Mississippi? 
A No sir,I néver heard of that. I don't know anything about that. 
I didn't lmow anything about it myself only just what I've heard 
them say. 


Orlr>LCLADoOLoO 





(Witness excused) 





Ira 8. Niles,being first duly sworn,states that as stenographer 
to the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes he reported in full 
@ll proceedings had in the above entitled Cause, heard at Muskogee, 
Indian Territory ,May 21,1902,and that the above and foregoing is a 
full,true and correct transcript of his stenographic notes taken in 


said proceedings on said date. 2 47 « 
Qn wiles: < 5S Hf -. 


Subscribed and swemm to before me this the 24th day of May,1902,at 











DEPARTMENT: OF. THE INT <OR 
COMMISSION TO THE Vive orvieteae wrens j 
us cu a aa Territory lay 2, 1902, 


In ‘the matter of the applications for. Jaantitioation as 
Mississipp! Choctaws of- 


Wilitam‘A. Clark,et al UM. 
Wesley 0, Clark,et al 
Thomas B. Clark,et al 
Tohn Hi Clark, et pal 
Charles &M. Clark,et al 
Mary Winfordyet al’ 

Rosa UM. Hunter,et al 


APPEARANCES: | J.0.Pool,Attorney for applicants 


Willis Evans,being called upon. ta testify.in said causes mm 
and béing first duly sworn,testified as follows: 


“Wxamination by the Commission. 


Q What is your name?. A Willis. Evans, 

Q What is your age? A I am sixty-eight or sixty-nine years old; 
IT,aint got the record of my age: 

Q. What is your postoffice address? A. Tellier. 

Q ‘Indian Territory? A Yes sir. , 

Q@ How long have you rived there? A’ I've been in the Nation 
twenty years. 

“Where did you live hetore that? Av I Ries in Georgia--I was bera 
there and principally raised there. .. 

Q’. Your, occupation ig farming? A «Yea s 

Q You are a white man,are you? A Yess re 


Examination by Mr. Pool: 


Q@. Was you acquainted with Moses Carr Clark? A Yeas sir,!I was. ‘patent. 
with him, ever since we was about twelve years old, 

Q The father of those applicants? . A Yes sir. 

Q vere you acquainted with the parents of William Carr Clark? 

A. 6 sir, 

Q° What were their names? A’ Thos Jefférgon and Patsy Clark. 

q ipa faid Patsy pefére she married Mr.Clark? A She was a Harkins 
or Hawkins “ 





Q. Were you hha tatek. with her parents? A I saw her father. 

Q Did. you know her mother? A I didn't, 

Q. Have you ever seen her? A Never have, 

Q They lived in the State of Mississippi prior to 18307 A That's 
my pnderatanding. 

Q How come you to see old kam man Harkina,the father of Patsy? 

A. He was there to see her on a visit. 

Q@ Wap he an Indian? A He looked Like a full blood to me, I never 
was by a na with here; he was about the first one T; over saw. 


ME Re 





William A. Clark,et al~--2 


Q. In comparison to the full bloods thatyou are now acquainted with 
in the Choctaw Nation,he showed to be a full blood,did he? A Yes 
Q Give his description ag near as you ean? A He was very dark- 
had coarse hair--big,square heavy set man. 

Q. He cleimed hinisel? te be an Indian,did he? A Yee sir. 

Q Never claimed anything else? A No sir; 

Q And you only knew him as a Choctaw Indian? A’ That was all. 

Q Hie daughter Patsy married Thomas Jefferson Clark,1 beliéve you 
state? A Yes sir. 

Q The parents of William Carr Clark? A Yes sir. 

Q@ You w her perfectly well? A Yes sir,I lived a neighbor to 
her, : 

Q@ Did she show to be much Indian? A She was very dark, 

Q What Kind of hair did ehe have? A Black,long and coarse. 

Q Do you know anything about her being an Indian student in an India 
school in’Mississippi? A I have always heard it. 

Q That is ‘family tradition? A Yes sir. 

Q And doyou know that she left the Indian school to marry her 
husband? “A Yes wir,I've heard that since I was a boy. 

Q These applicants are the descendants of Patsy Hawkins? A Yes 
gir. 


Ira S. Niles,being first duly sworn,states that as stenographer 
to the Conmission to the Five Civilized Tribes he reported in full 
all proceedings had in the above entitled Gause, heard at Muskogee, 
Indian Territory May 22i4,1902,and that the abeve and foregoing 
is a full,true and correct transoript of his atenographic notes 


taken in gaid proceedings on said date. VA, Bi» x 
ZA hs Ah 7 Ae “tte 


ea 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this the 24th day of May,1902,at 
Muskogee ,Indian Territory. 


Chat. Hiding ons 


Notary Public. 
: 








; - puPAR TCE ‘Oy TEE reranton 
gomntt satow TO: THR VIVE CIVILIZED tRIhis 


In the matter of the application of Wiliam A, ‘Clam, 
etal, for idonettiontgon ‘as Minateatppt thet taws, ootisolidating 
the applications: of: ' 


wan than: Ae Clark, et ale, ui Malye 5650 : 
John: * Clark, et ale, ony ‘Re 6652 : 
Marys a i et alay ool W.OUR,. 56 
Rosa May ot Bley wrth: “ye, fi eRs 56 a , 
cher ing Ms. Met ak; ‘ahs, MeCaRs NAM 
James 22 « Clark nt Bl eg a ‘ M,C.R. ‘5657 : 
Wesley C. Clark, stale, p) 2: MiGs ‘398 
THAMES, By Piety @t eta eM Sar 6656 


He” ot : Pinte 2 <i 


‘ .~ h 
sh He o> das ah os nee is ee ey ee ee” 


y 
» 


M, Clarky by Mary Watord for hareeis ang her six minor crane, : ie 
Robert, Marley, Minnie | ‘Freres, ‘Virgif, ase and Argie Vintord) 

by William A. Clark for Ross May aid Lola tunter, the two minor 
chivdren.of Hettic Manger, Sepnnanes : sf Charlon iM. clarke for. nansort 


ee 





' 


ng, hie minor child, Willie Di O¥ark; by Jemes B. Clark for himself 
aid bis. minor child, Shines Cart V, C1arky by Westey Gy Clark for 


Amself and his five minor Chil¢ren, Parnest Wu, Vernon’ A,, Artha Re, 
Mattie L. and Ida Clark; and. by Thomas. 2. Clark fer himmelf ana his 
minef chila, Jesse ¥. Clark, under the following provision of the 
aot of Congress approved ‘June 26, 1994(30 state. 498): 

"Said Comal sajonw shall have authority to determine the 
identityef Choctaw Indians Claiming rights in the Choctaw 
lands under articlé fourteén of the treaty between the United 
States and the Cho¢taw Nation, concluded September twenty= 
‘Seventh; @ighteen' hundred and thirty, and te that end may ad- 
minister oaths, examine witnesses and perform all other. acts 

‘necessary thereto and make report to the Secretary of the 
Interiors®: .. : 

It @leo appears thet all of said applicants claim righte 
in the €:octaw lands under artiale fourteen of the treaty between 
the United States and the Choctaw Nation, concluded Beptember twanty= 
géventh, eighteen hundredé and thirty, by);reason of being desceridants 
of John Hatkine for Hawkins) and Nanoy, Harkine( or Hawkins, nee 
Gardner) who are alleged te have Ween half blood Chootaw Indians and 
to'have resided in Mi sateeipys {x eighteen mynared “wit thirty. 

It further appears, from the evitencé submitted in support 
of said appligations and Trem the records in the possession of the 
Commi seton th at mone of gaid applicants hag ever been eiolled by. - 
the Choctaw tribal authorities as a member of the Choctaw tribe, or 
admitted to Choctaw citizenship by a duly constituted . court or 


committee of the Choctaw Nation, er by the Commission to g 





Civilized Tribes, or by a decree of the United States Court in 
Indian Territory, under the provistones of the act of Congress. 
approved June 10, 1396(29 Stats. 321). 


It does not appear from the testimony and evidence offered 





in support of said applications, or from the records in the posses-_ 


pion of the Commission rélating to persons whe complied or attempted — 
to comply with the ‘provisions; of said article fourteen of the treaty . 
of eighteen hundred and thirty, and to persons who heretofore were 
olatannte thereunder,’ that the said’ John Farkine (or Hawkins), or 
Nancy Farking (or Hawkins, née Gardner), or ancestors less remote 
signified (in person ‘or by proxy) to Colonel Wn. Ward, Indian Agent, 
Choctaw Agency, an intention to comply with the provisions of saia 
article fourteeh, or prerented & claim to rights. thereunder to 
either of the Commissions authorized to adjudicate such.claims by 
the acts of Congress approvéd March 3, 1837(5 Stats. 150) and 
August 23, 1842 (5 Stats. $23). 

[t.49. therefore the, opinion of this Commission that 
the evidence herein is inefficient to determine the identity of 
William.a, Clark, Nancy L. Clark, Asvery 3. Clark, John ". Clark, - 
James A. Clark, . Btter E. Clark, Wesley 0. Olark, Nettie L. Clark, 
Willie H} Clark, Mary Winford, ;Robert Winford, Dyariey Winter, 
Minnie winfordy Brerets Winford, Virgil Winford, "Jesse Winford, ang” 
~arghe Winford, Rosa May ‘unter, ‘Lola Hunter, Cherles M. Clark, ' 
Willie D. Clark, James B. Clark,’ James Carr V. Clark,’ Wesley , 
Clark (2), Berpest W. Clark, Yernon’A. Clark, Artha R. Clark, Mattie 





> Clerk, Ida Clar » Thomas EB. Olark end Jesse F. Clark as Choctaw 
Infians entitled to rights in the Choctaw lands under the provis- 


fons of sald article fourteen of the treaty of eighteen hundred 





‘aia’ 


ugh should be repulse, and at Ve a4 opdereds 
conkit oe tow to The Rive. CrviyizED TRIBES 


rs] 


2aths Dixby. 


Acting Chal rman 


(@IRNED). 





{S/GNED), 


T..B Needles, 


mani ssioner 





* S1QNEDS, OF: Fe: Brevkiz aged La ae: 
7 iat gat omar 








Muskoges, Indian (Territory 





DEC 9 1902 
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the paper s\n’ thia take, 


Yours. traayy 


Ae ting Ghairmai,. 








Muskogee, Indian Territory, October 1,1999, 


Willliia A, Olark, 


Durunt, Indian Territory, 


There is inclosed nerewith « copy of the deeision of the 
Comission, denying your application for the enrollinent of vourself 
and minor. shildren as citizen’ by blood, and of your wife as a: ine 


termarried itizen of the Choctaw Nation 


Yours truly, 


Ny 


Veting Chatyeian, 








ih ae Rese 
wd {f Py 


€ 


Myekozee, Indian Territory, June setae 


FO, Pool, 
Attorney at Law, 


Nocona, Toxas, 


Reoeipt is hereby nelotoniedieed of! your létter. or June ll, sy 
3 
inehosing the evidence of John Lewis and Tobias Miwarde, in the form 


oh 
eh 


of interrogetories and anewers, which you orter in support Df the-ap= ‘* : 
plication oF Wilddom A\.Olark, et Kab for Seaell enh as Mavetes., as 


thet Neth otaned ig: pees ee the. witnesaes stiyuid not + eal 
in perpen, and tilsre is no proot of service of tnterrogntar ieatitsane: / 
netornenyacgren 214 Choe taw and ChAckasew Watrens,: i) ade or dances’ rae ae 
a Rules ane Reguiaticns governing ‘the taking, of depositions by: 
wepport of, #pphioat iets for identification as Miesiesippi cn 
+ eopy of which was went you on this date. 


{ 


a 


Yours truly, 








Muskogee, Indien MPerritery, June 25,1908, 


Wildiem A, Clark, 
Durant, Indian Territory, 


Dear Sir? 


Regeipt is hereby ncknowledgoed of certified copy of mar~ 
riage certificate hetween William A. Olark ant (Geleny M, Moudy, 
which, 4@ offered in gupport:of your applicatién for, the identificae 
tionof yourself and your minor ehildren as Mississippi chootaws, 


and the same hes heen filed with the revord.4n the above nemed. cases: :/) 


Yours truly, 


‘Qomatesitongr: 4n ‘Charges. 


wa 








Miss.Choctaw RS5650 


Muskogee, Indian Rerritory, July 2,1902. 


W. A. Clark, 
Durant, Indian Territory, 


Dear Sir? 


Receipt ig hereby acknowledged of your letter of June 
in which you asx to be advised what was the natter with the evidence 
offered in your @age, which was returned by the Commission to your 
attorney, J. O. Pool, 

In repay to your letter you are advised that the evidence 
of gohn Tewis and Tohige Radwards was taken in the form of interrogae 
tories and answers, and was apparently offered as depositions to ve 
Peed: in! ovtaence in your case, but there were no. affidavits filed 
showing why the witnesses could not appear before the commission in 
person, and the evidenoe was taken without notices ‘to. the attorneys 
for the Choctaw and chickasaw Vations, 


If you desire to introduge the depositions of John Lewis 


end Tovias Kdwards as evidence in support of your application for’ 


identification as a Mississippi Chootaw, it will be necessary for you 


in acoordanee with the rules and regulations of the Commission, a 


scopy cf whick is imolosed herewith for your information; proof of 





WAC. 2 

service on Mansfield, Mexurray & Oernish, atterneys for the choetew 
and Chickasew Hations, of a copy of the interrogatories to he prow 
pounded to the witnessee, together with a eopy of the anterroratoried 
must accompany the affidevits, and the application to take the depe 
ositions’ of witnesses will then reecive the consideration of the 
Gommission. If you desire to take depositions in your case, you 
should forward the affidavits, oopy of interrogatories and proof of 


service within fifteen days from this date, or prior to July 17,1902 


Yours truly, 


Commissioner in Charge, 


Rutes for taking 
adepositiorig. 








x At Par " 5650 
COPY. 


Indian Territory, Decamber 27, 1902. 


7.9. Pool, 
AttorneyratrLar, 
Rogong, foxas. 

Dear Sir: 

You are hereby a@vised that on the 27th day of December, 
1902, the Coumisaion . to the Five Civilized Tribes rendered « de~ 
Cision in the Gonsolidated oase of. William A, Clark, et al., embrad 
ing the following applications for identification ag Mississippi 
enetaans 


phe ae Stare et. al,, MeCeR. 5650 
John H Ce, MaCeR. 5651 
Mary: winters ot aly,’ M.C.R. 5660 
Rows May Hunter, et als; M.C.R, 6661 

Charlee i, Glark et eal, MoO. 8640 


R 6B spay fe 
eoiey é. Clark, a wo 
homas Ww. Clark, et al,, 


of Congress of June 28, pear {30 State... 495) ‘which is’ as follows; 


*saia Commission shall have dutherity to determine the 
identity of Cheotaw Indians Claiming rights in the Chootaw 
lends under article fourteen af thé treaty between the Tnited 
States and the Choctaw ation, condluded September twenty- 
seventh, eichteon hundred, and thirty, ana to that end may ad« 
minister Oaths, exami il other acts 


eC Ty Shereto and make report to the Secretary of the 
Interior. # 


Said deeiai on Oonoludes as follow: 


‘one is therefore the Opinion’or this Commission that the 
evidence herein is inéufficient to Getermine Ans igentity or: 








William A. Clark, Nancy ©. Clark, Asbery 3. Clark, John 0. Clark, 
James A. Clark, Ritter E. Clark, Wealey ©. Clark, Nettie L. Clark, 
Willie H. Clark, Mary Winford, Robert Winford, Charley Winford, 
Minnie Winford, Fwerett Winford, Virgil Winford, Jesse Winford, and 
Argie Winrord, Rosa May Hunter, Lole Hunter, Charle Clark, 
Willie b. Clark, James B. Clark, James Carr V. Clarkg?Wesley C. 
Clark (2), EBarnest W. Clark, Vernon A. Clark,Artha R. Clark, Mattie 
Le Clark, Ida Clark, Thomas B. Clark andJesse F. Clark, as Choctaw 
Indians entitled to rights in the Chootaw lands under the provis- 
ions of said article fourteen of the treaty of eighteen hundred 

and thirty, and that the applications for their identifioation as 
such should be refused, and it is so ordered." 


You are further advised that the applicants in this case 
have been allowed fifteen days from the date hereof within which 
to file arguments in this office, and that at the expiration of 
said time the papers in the case together with such arguments 
will be forwarded to the Seoretary of the Interior through the 


Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 


Respectfully, 


= — 
9 Ramen ws 
ee a ee ee Ad 


Acting Chairman. 


Registered. 








M.C.R. 3650 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, December 27, 1902. 


Mansfield, McMurray & Cornish, 
Attorneys for the Chootaw and Chickasaw Nations, 
South McAlester, Indian Territory. 
Gentlemen: 
You are hereby advised that on the 27th day of December, 
1902, the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes rendered a de- 
cision in the consolidated case of Willian A. Clark, et al., embrac- 
ing the following applications for identification as Mississippi 
Choctaws: 
William A. Clark, et al., K.C.R. 5650 
John H. Clark, et al. M.C.R. 5651 
Mary Winford, et al., M.C.R. 5660 
Rosa May Hunter, 6+ al., * MeC.R. 5662 
Charles M. Clark, et al., M.C.R. 5649 
James B. Clark, et al., M.C.R. 5657 
Wesley C. Clark, et al., K.C.R. 8655 
Thomas #. Clark, et al., M.C.R. 5656 


These applieations were made under the provision ef the act 


of Congress of June 28, 1898 (30 Stats., 495).. 


Said decision concludes as follows: 


“It is therefere the opinion of this Comission that the 
evidence herein is insufficient to determine the identity of 
William A.Clark, Hanoy L. Clark, Asbery B. Clark, John H. Clark, 
James A. Clark, Etter BR. Clark, Wesley C. Clark, Nettie L. Clark, 
Willie H. Clark, Mary Winford, Robert Winford, Charley Winford, 





nford, & : akord, Virgil Winford, Jesse Winford, and 
Argie Winford,Rosa May Hunter, Lola Hunter, Charles M. Clark, 

Willie D. Clark, James 3. Glark, James Carr V. Clark, Wesley C. 
Clark (2), Farnost W. Clark, Vernon A. Clark, Artha R. Olark, Mattie 
L. Clark, Ida Clark, Thomas B. Clark, and Jesse F. Clark as thooctaw 





Indians entitled te rights:.in the Ghdctaw lands unier the provis- 
ions of said article fourteen of the treaty of eighteen hubéred 
and thirty, end that ‘the applications for their identification as 
such should be refused, and it is eo ordered.* 

You are further advised that the applicabte in this case 
have been allowed fifteen days ffm the date hereof within which 
to file arguments in this office, and that at the expiration of 
eaid time the papers in the oase together with suoh arguments will 
be forwarded to the Beoretary of the Interior, through the Com- 
missioner of Indian Affairs. 


Respectfully, 


OF ps ry « FB 
of eae wn IT ae [aad 
ote el ie he bee be of 


Aeting Chairman. 








M.C.R. 8650 
SOPY, 


Muskogee, Indian Territory; Deoember £7, 1902. 


William’é. Clerk, 
Durant, Indian Territory. 
Bear fir: 
You are hereby advised that on the 27th day of December, 
1902, the CoumiLap ion to the Five Cavilinzes Tribes. rendered a de- 
otsion ‘ih the consolidated case ‘of William A. Clark, et al.,. embrac- 


ing the following applications for identification as Mississippi 


Choctaws: 


William A. Clark, et al., M.C.R. 6660" 
John H. Clark, e¢.al., M.C.R. 60B2 
Mary Winford, et al., M.C\R. 5660 
Rosa May Hunter, et al., MCR. 8661 
; Charles M. Clark, et al., B.C.R. 8649 
James B. Clark, et al., -uMG.R, 6659 
Wesley C. Clark, et al., M.C.R. 6655 
Thomas E. Clark, et al., ¥.C.R. 6656 


These applications were made imder the provision of the act 
of Congress of June 28, 18968 (30 Stats., 495) whioh is as follows: 


"Said Commiesion shall have authority to determine the 
identity of Choctaw Indians co ing rights in the Choctaw 
lands under article fourteen of the treaty between. the: United 
States and the Chootaw Bation, concluded September twenty- 
seventh, eighteen hundred and thirty, and to that end may. ad- 
minister oaths, examine witnesses ané perform all other acts 
> ie pt peal thereto an@ make report to ‘the Secretary of the 

nterior,* 


Baia decision soneludes as follows: 
"It is therefore the opinion’ of this Gommission that the 


the evidence herein is insufficient to determine the identity of 
William A, ‘Clark, Maney L,. Clark, Asbery B. Glark, John H. Clark, 








James: A. Clark, Etter 2B. Clark, Wesley..c. Clark, Nettie TL. Clark, 
Willie HR. Clark, Mary Winford, Rebert Winford, Charley Winford, 
Minnie Winford, Bverett Winford, Virgil Winforda, Jesse Winford, and 
Argie Winford, Kosa May Hunter, Lola Hunter, Charles M. Clark 

Willie D. Clark, James B, Clark, James Carr'V. Clark, Wesley ¢, 
Clark, (2),'Barnest W. Clark, Vernon A. Clark, Artha R. Clark, Mattie 
L. Clark, tea Clark, Thomas E. Clark and Jesse ¥F. Clark as Choctaw 
Indians entitled to rights in the Choctaw lands under the provisions 
of said article fourteen of the treaty of eighteen hundred and thirty 
and that the applications for their identifieation as such should be 
refused, and it is so ordered.* 


You are further advised that you will be allowed fifteen 
days from the date hereof within which to file arguments in this off- 
ice, and that at the expiration of said time the papers in the case 
together with such argumente will be forwarded to the Secretary 
of the Interior, through the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

Respeotfully, 


Tame Bixby. 
Acting’ Chairman. 
Registered. 








Miskogee, Indian territery, Jetuary 12, i9as. a 


t 


the Honorable, 
‘t uh Secretary of. tha! tetertgr 
Sar. 

Thare is transmitted herewith the redord in the éonsolida ted 
case of William Ay Clary ‘et al., ebpidéants to the Coumission for 
‘ dentitioation a8 Mississippi Cee tone» inoluding the decision of 
the Commission of December 27,,. 4902... ee ie 

Bie andve consolidated case eubraves the following original 
applications for ‘thentitiontion as Mississippi Ghoctaws, heard by 
the Gonmias ton t ; 

en eat ar ee 
wary Winfora, et als, Mio Bs 60 
Rosa May. Tr, Ot alsg- M.OgR. 5661 
Charles Char 8 et ae "" MVR, Sag 
et ale MGR. 6687. 
Themes z seats et ai., wen bese 

The Commission bas the honor to repert that. the! princtpal ap 
Plicants in the several Beparate applications, their attorney of 
reoord and the attorneys for the Choctaw ant Chickasaw Nat tons have 
been duly advised by letter of the adotion of the Commission, @ppies 


of said letters being attached to the record. 





Respectfully, 


Through the 
Commiasioner of.,Inéian Affairs. 
Bne, K.C,R. scm 





Land. 
5521-1903, 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
Office of Indian Affairs, 


Washington, February 6, 1903, 


The “Hénearable 
The Seorstary of the Interior, 
Siry 


There is tranamitted herewith record of the Com- 


mission to the Five Civilized Tribes in the matter of 
the consolidated application for identification as 
Mississippi Chostaws of the following persons, wherein 
& decision adverse to the applicants wag rendered by 
the Commission on December 27, 1902: 

William A. Clark for himself and two children, Nancy 
L. and Asbery B. Clark; John H. Clark for himself and 
five children, James A., Etter E., Wesley C., Nettie 
L. and Willie H. Clark; Mary Winford, for herseif and 
six children, Robert, Charley, Minnie, Everett, Virgil, 
Jesse and Argie Winfora; William A, Clark for Rosa May 
anc Lola Hunter, the. two minor children of Hattie 
Hunter, deceased; Charles M. Clark, for himself and child 


Willie D. Clark; James B. Clark, for himself. and child 


——“- 








James Carr V. Clark; Wesley C. Clark for himself and five 
children, Earnest W., Vernon A., Artha R., Mattie L., and 
Tda Clark; Thomas E. Clark for himself and child Jesse 
F, Clark. 

It appears from the evidence in this case that the 
applicants base their claims to identification by reason of 
being descendants of John Harkins or Hawkins 
and Nancy Gardner, his wife, and of Patsy Harkins, who 
married Thomas Jefferson Clark, who it is claimed, 
were citizens of the Choctaw Nation and iived in Missis- 
sippi or Alabama in 1830, 


The Commission bases its decision rejecting these parties 


on the ground that the names of John Harkins (or Hawkins), 


or Nancy Harkins (or Hawkins) nee Gardner, er ancestors 
less remote, are not found among the list of those persons 
who complied or attempted to comply with the provisions 
of the 14th article of the treaty of 1830, 

An examination of the records of this office dis- 
closes the fact that none of the names, John Harkins 
or Hawkins, or Nancy Gardner nee Harkins or Hawkins, 
or Patsy Harkins or Thomas Jefferson Clark, appear as 


having complied or attempted to comply with the provisions 








“ef the 14th article ‘ef the treaty ef 1830; although there 


were persons of the nameief Harkins whe: were venéfigiarics 


‘under, the Sth artiole, tut the name of John Fiarkine does 
not apperr; “at. ie therefore rpdomondeg. hint Mie: Sestak: RCH ‘ 
of the Commies ion ejecting’ theme: somites ‘be ‘approved. 
Very: respectfully, 
A.C, TONNER, 


Acting Commissioner. 
E.B.H, Hir, 








Dis 9605-1905, 
Zits dD, 1502-1903. 
Lek oS e 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


WASHINGTON, 


April 2, 1903, 


Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes, 

Muskogee, Indian Terr itory. 
Gentlemen: 

January 12, 1903, you transmitted the record in 
the consoliduted case embracing the applications for identifi- 
cation aS Mississippi Choctaws of William A. Clark (MC R. 5650) 
Nancy L. Clark, Asbery B. Clark, John H.. Clark, James 
A, Clark, Etter E. Clark, Wesley C. Clark, Wettie L. 


Clark, Willie H, Clark, Mary Winforda, Robert Winfora, 
Charisy Winford, Minnie Winford, Everett Winford; Virgii 


Winford, Jesse Winford, Argie Winford, Ross May Hunter, 
Lela;Hunter, Charles M. Clark, Willie D. Clark, James B. 
Clark, James Carr V. Clark, Wesley C. Clark (2), Barnest W. 
Clark, Vernon A. Clark, Artha R, Olark, Magtie ‘L. Clark, Ida 
Clark, Thomas HE. Clark, and Jesse ¥. Clark, ineluding your decision 
of December 27, 1902, denying their application. 

The principal applicants obtained their Choctaw blood 





; scent. tis cy o as ¢ cue sr” 





blood Choctaw. He was born in 1832, while the family were 
removing from Mississippi to Georgia. The parents of Moses 
C. CGlark-were Thomas Jefferson Clark and Patsy Harkins... The 
latter was an one-half blood Choctaw who was, it seems, born 
in Mississippi about 1810, and was probably living there 
at the date of the treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek. She was 
the daughter of John Harkins and Nancy Garder, both of whom 
were one-half blood Choctaws. 

The téstimony as furnished by the record fails to 
show that these applicants or any of their alleged ancestors 
ever complied or attempted to comply in person or by proxy, 
with the provisions of article 14 of the treaty of September 
27, 1830, or with the subsequent acts of Congress relating 
thereto. 

It further appears that the records in your possession 
as well as those at the Indian Office, fail to show that 
any person whatever bearing the name of any of the alleged 
ancestors, ever complied or attempted to comply with said 


article or acta. 


The Department is therefore of the opinion, in view 


of the testimony now before it, that these applicants have 
failed to establish their claims. 








Page “Report ing in’ the matter vovruary by 1908, “phe ating 
Commis toner ‘ef Indien Affairs. recommends “that your decision”: 
be approved. A copy of his Letter de inclosed. 

The Department finds no. reason to disturb your dagis1oe 
“amd at ‘26 heredy: affivasa. 


Renpantiliyy - 
Thos, RYAN, 
‘Kot tng Secretary. 


i inclosiure, 








i. ReBSBO. 
H.0,.R, 5662. 


Muskogee, Indian Sorritory, April 18, 1903, 


Willian A. Clark, 


‘Durant , gadian g 
Fane OSE ABEL ‘aba 
Dear Sirs 


You are hereby notified that on the 2nd day or’ april, 
1903, the Segretary of the Interior affirmed the decision of this 
Commission refusing the applications for jdentification as Missic~- 
sippi. Shootawe of the several] persons inokuded in the eonsolidated 
dase of William A. Clark, ot, als, of whioh Aecigion you were ad- 
vined by vesiotored mail on the 27th day of December, 190? 
Respectfully, 


(SIGNED), 
od ~ 
6) AVS eS Py Ben 
wht ol i ee? awit. 


Chairman, 








M40.R, 6660. 


Indian Territory, April 18, 1903, 


04. Pool, 
Attorhoy-at-Lan, 
~IS RADatnien itm abe RB a 4 
Wotona,: Texas, 
Dear Sir; 
You are hereby notified thet on the 2nd aay of April, 
1903, the Seoretary of the Intorior affirmed tho decision of this 
Gommiseion refusing the applfoations for identification as Kissis- 
eippi Choctaws of the several’ persone’ includet in the consolidated 
case Of William.A, Clark, et'eal., of whigh Accision you were ad- 
vised by registered mail on the 27th day of December, 1902, 
Respect fully, 


(BIGNED), 


Larnis Bixby, 


Chai rmani 


* 








OOPY, M.O,R.6650, 


Muskogee, Indian Torritory, April 18, 1903, 


Manefielad, MoMurray & Qornish, 
Attorneys for the Ghootew and Ghickasaw Nations, 


South McAlester, Indian Territory. 


Gentlemen; 

You are hereby notifiod that on the 2nd day of April, 
1903, the Secretary of the Interior affirmed the degision of this 
Commission refusing the applications for identification as Missis- 
sippi Chootaws of the several persons inoluded in the consolidated 
Case of William A. Clark, et al., of which dogision you were ad- 
visod by mail on the 27th day of December, 1902. 


Respootfully, 


4 
mm 0 

naa '} <4 ar pata 

QTL he bev et" 


Uhairman,. 








MO R.6650 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, March 3, 1906. 


Albert J. Lee, 
Attorney at Law, 
Ardmore, Indian Territory. 
Dear Sir: 
In compliance with your request of February 26th there 
is herewith enclosed copy of decision of the Commission to the 
Five Civilised Tribes rendered December 27, 1902, adverse to the 


applicants in the consolidated Mississippi Choctaw case of William 


A. QGlark, et al., MO R 8650, 
Respectfully, 


Acting Commissioner, 








MC R 5660 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, April 25, 1906. 


Js. 0. Pool, 
Nocona, Texas. 
Dear Sir: 


Receipt is hereby acknowledged of your letter of the 20th 


instant, requesting that your name, as attorney for applicants, 


be stricken from the record in the consolidated Mississippi Chootaw 
case of W. A, Olark, et al., for the reason that you are convinced 

said case is based upon fraudulent testimony. A proper record has 

been made of your request, 


Respectfully, 


Commissioner. 








MC R. 5650 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, May 15, 1906. 


Albert J. Lee, 
Attorney at Law, 
Ardmore, Indian Territory. 
Dear Sir: 


Receipt is hereby acknowledged of your letter of the 7th 


instant, requesting to be furnished with a oopy of certain papers 


in the record of the consolidated Mississippi Choctaw case of 
William A. Clark, et al. 

You are advised that the criginal record in this case is 
either in the office of the Secretary of the Interior or the Com 
missioner of Indian Affairs, and we are therefore unable to comply 
with your request. 

You are further advised that the name of the original 
attorney of record in this case, Mr. J. 0. Pool of Nooona, Texas, 
has been stricken therefrom at his request of April 20, 1906. The 
reason given by Mr. Pool for desiring to withdraw his name from 
the record was that he is convinced the case is based upon fraudu- 
lent testimony. 


Resvectfully, 





Acting Commissioner. 











~ & 


.- 


THE COMRESSTONER 10 THE FIVE CIVILIZED 


TRIBES, AP MUgKocEB, I. T. 


y 
ax 


at a pene wre wi wa? 


atter ‘of the -donsolidated applications of W. A. 


@nfoliment as citdézéns of the’ Chogtaw Watton. 


mam ™ 
STATEMENT 


The .apptications consolidated in 
William A.Crar 2 1 He-Clarky; et 
May Hunt .l.,: Charles’ M. Clark, 
et al., Wesley Ce Clark, et al., and Thomas & afk t 
applications We're all made within the time prescribed by Taw. 
all clat®tcitizenship inm-the Choctaw Nation by:reason of 
descent from John Hawkins or Harkins, and were: denied citt: 
by tie Comission to the Pive Cividized Tribes on Deg..27, 1902 
tne reason that it did not appear from the records in charge of, the 
Commission that the applicants: had ever been enrolled. py the Ghoc- 
taw Tribal Authorities or by any duly constituted.Court, of dommis-° 
sion to the Choctaw Nation, or by.the, Commission to the Rive Civili- 
8B or by a decree of tHe United States Court, under the Act 
83 approved June 10, 1896, and further because, it did not 
om tiie evidénoe offered in Support of their api ications 
he ancestors frow whom they claimed destéent had; ever complied 


the l4the“Article of tie Treaty of 1830. 





MOTION. 


Comes now t)lé applic nts herein and respectfubly move 
™ 


a recdnsideration of the decision Of the Commission to: thei Mlve 





Civilized Tribes, dated Dec. 27, 1902, denying their right to 
roliment in the’ Choctaw, Mation arid state as reasons therefore 


following: 


~- t 
1st. That m6 >form@l act of admission itizenshnip bya 


Tribal Authority was required to entitle them to citizenship in the 


Choctaw Nation Hy.the Act of June 28, 1898, under provisions of 
which the applicat‘ions herein weré made, because of 
(a) lack of any legislation by the Congress of the 
tes or the chéctaw Gouncil,, prior to Octe 16, 1895 requirs 

Jlication for’ citizenship to ve made within any limit of ime 
and because of the fact that the Choctaw Nation had at all:timeg, 
under the vresent farm of sovernnent, recognized the right of per- 
sons of Choctaw descent, living outside the said Nation, t@ come 
within the'Nation, take up a residence .and enj oy 
privileges of resident Choctaws,.and, Tack of 
to the Act of May 31, 1900 and until after applica 


icants, requiring formal adnission to citizenship as & 
, + 


tion vrecedent to énrollment by the Commaission. 


(a) That these applicants, each and ail, made a kona 
fide home within tye Choctaw Nation many years prior to said*lecis~ 
Council and hav sontinuously resided Woon 
nds of 2 Choctaws, enjoying the rights and privileges of 
Choctaw citisens, and tha ley are, under the opinion of the 
Assistant Attoryey General, rendered on the 19th day of ‘Pebs 1906, 
and approved by the Secretary of the Interior on the same day, in 
in whiich,it 


the matter of the anplication of James S. Long, et Ale, 





“ > 


was. decided that persons conckusively of Choctaw blood, who made a 
bona Pide’ residence within the Choctaw Nation, prior to the Act of 


the Ghoctaw Sounoil above referred to becnane citizens of the Choce 


taw. Natlion without-any official recognition, by ‘any ofvicer of said 





'wation, ard, are entitled to betenrolled by the: Commissioner to- 


“ " wf ’ F A 
Five Civilized Tribes “as citagens of the whoctaw Nation. 
end. That: they,have discovered that thei¥ said ancestor; 
John Hawkins, was related to George Hawkins, Tames Hawkins ‘and: Wil- 
lis Hawkins, and that .the gaid George-Hawkins was at one time the 
(nief of a District in the Choctaw Nation. «Just vrior to his ‘death 


together the necessary papers and affidavits t9 oresent to 


touncil: for. tne purpose having them. formally admitted 


Sx 
z 


py action of the ‘satd Council, but that the said George Hawkins 


while on his way “to:.the gnid Council died. 


Zrd. That the Coctsw Annuity Roll. of 3839, now on file 
in; the office ofitne Auditor of the Department of the Interior in 
t heel re asury, Riilding, Washington, De %, under the head of Puck= 
ghenubbee District, there appears the names opposite 
9 of George Hawkins, Janes Hawkins and willda Hawkins: and 

tne roll?6£%1840% ofthe ssame Districshaappears the names of George 

We Harkins, Willis Harkins and James Harkins and then the name 

fourth Harkins witnout any given nane appearing, and these 

cants are prepared to prove that their said ancestor;.Jonhn } 

came to the Choctaw Nation about the year 1840, and, was's 

Camp, where his name we out upon the above jentioned,roll, in coms 

Willis and Janes. Harkins and they receeee 

attention i) tiis regard to tne fac hat tirougnout 


their applications and tie héarings had ‘thereon tuey 


referred to the fact that. their gr indfather's people were inters 


= 


changably eal ted Harkins andi 





1396, within the tine wrescribed by Taw, the 


\dfather of these applicants, iloses C. Clark; filed 


Council at Tuscahoma an-applieation For te enrolls 


as citizens by nlood of thmEciocte Nation 


‘ty 


* 





and that: the said application 


genship,. wikeh said Committee declined to hear 


submitted, but 


er 


the ‘documentery evidence then 


a continuance until the following Monday morning 


to sacure witnesses to testity personal l 


on the time set for: saltd hearing 


were ready to proceed with the introduction oftheir 


the Chairman of the said \itizenship Comittee adjourned 


mittee for the session and refused to take up and conside 


aid applications. iairman of the 6a 


mittee was applicants filed 


ifral District of 


United 5 : ant yr tye Te 
action he Gitizenship Comaittee: in 


es Ai 


aoplications, whiten appeal was Jisthissedrby the 


sntertained jurisdiction and had referred the 


in for want of jurisdiction. 


at 


tne conclusions of 


id Citizenship 


was referred to tie Cormitsee on Cit Lev 
said application “upon” 


“ Tinean 
fipplicants 


Com-= 


tne 


Law of the Comission to the 


inc d unsupported by either the 


law or 


order issue 


»consideration of ssion to the 


ized Tribes denying application, in order 


aitted to prove the ove fac and ’to present 


Y 


;ses to testif jithe matters nerein: set 


itne 


Durant, Jess Taylor. 


Airect 


nh 





(Signed) Alpert 7. Tee 
Chester Howe per 
Attorneys. for 


Ne 


= 1 iw 


cAants. 





--5=+; 
UNTIND: STATES OF. AMERIOA, 


WENDIAN TERRITORY, (.: > 
CENTRAL DISTRIOT. 


W. A. Clark, first being sworn On oatn, states 
that the matters herein set out are to the pest'of his knowledge 


and belief true. 


(signed) We Ae Clark. 


Subscribed and sworn-to before me 


1906- 


F. Grata, 


Notary Public. 


UNITED STATHS OF ADERICA, 
INDIAN TERRITORY, 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT. 


Alpert J. Lee, first bédng duly sworn on oath, 


ur. 


on this day-he served upon Mansfield, McMurray & 
Attorneys for .zhe Choctaw and Shickasaw 

a true’ and correct covy of the 
foregoing motion, vy jailing the sane re; ister o them from the 


Post Office at Arduore, Indian Territory, Registry rece 


++ ») ms | 
atuacinede 


(Signed) Abert’ F.«Lee- 





Subscribed and sworn to before me this 25rd. day of June, 1906. 


c 4 


Je A. McNaught, 
Notary Public. 


My Gomafssion exvires March 17, 190% 
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Muskogee, Indian Territory, August 7, 1906. 


fhe Honorable, 
The Secretary of the Interior. 
Sirs 

In the matter of the consolidated Mississippi Chootew case 
of Williem A. Glark, et al., the record therein, together with the 
decision of the Commission to the Five Civilised Tribes of December 
27, 1902, adverse to the applicants, was, on January 12, 1903, for- 
warded the Department. 

April 2, 1905 (I TD 1602-1903), the Department affirmed 
the above decision, 

June 25, 1906, this office received from Alvert J. Lee, 
attorney at law, Ardmore, Indian Territory, a motion to reopen and 
reconsider the consolidated applications of W. A. Glark, et al., 
for enrollment as citizens by blood of the Chootaw Wation, The 
sane is herewith tranmitted. 

There ig also enclosed letter from J. 0. Pool, addressed to 
the Honorable Secretary of the Interior and the Commissioner to the 
Five Civilized Tribes, requesting that his name be stricken from 
the record in the above case. 


Respectfully, 





Through. the Cammisgioner 
of Indian Affairs. 
MoM v/a Commi ssioner. 





MC R 6650 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, Auguat 


Albert J. Lee, 
Attorney at Law, 

Ardmore, Indian Territory. 
Dear Sir: 

Referring to the motion enolosed with your letter of 
June 25, 1906, to reopen and reconsider the consolidated applica» 
tions of W. 4. Clark, et al., for enrollment as.citizens by blood 
of the Choctaw Nation, you. are advised that said motion has this 
date been trananitted to the Secretary of the Interior, 

Respectfully, 


Acting Commissioner. 








he 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
WASHINGTON, 
D.C, 298-1907, December 26, 
T.D. 1562-1903. 


23134-1906. 
L.R.B. 


Commissioner to the Five Civiliged Tribes, 


Muskogee, Indian Territory. 


August 7, 1906, you transmitted a motion for a reopening 


of the consolidated applications of William A. Clark et al. for 
enrollment as citizens of the Choctaw Nation, wherein the Depart 
ment on April. 2, 1903 (1.T.D.1502), refused to identify appli~ 
cants as Mississippi Choctaws, 

Principal applicants, residents of the Choctaw Nation, In- 
dian Territory, at date of application, but born in Georgia, 
claim desdent through their father; Moses C. Clark, gm alleged 
quarter-blood Choctaw Indian, who was born “on the road from 
Mississippi to. Georgia." Moses C. Clark was the issue of Thomas 
Jefferson Clark and Patsy Harkins, or Hawkins, the latter being 
the daughter of John Harkins, or Hawkins, and his wife, Nancy 
Harkins, nee Gardner. Patsy Harkins while an Indian student 
attending Mayhew Indian School in Mississippi ran away and 


married Themas Jefferson Clark. Both Patsy Harkins, or Hawkins 





and her father, John Harkins, or Hawkins, are alleged to have 


been residents of the Choctaw Nation, Mississippi, in 1830, 





-2- 


It is not shown on said motion nor is it evidenced by any 
records of the Indian Office that either John Harkins, or Haw- 
kins, or his daughter, Patsy Harkins, or Hawkins, afterwards 
Clark, the ancestor through whom applicants claim, complied or 
attempted to comply with the provisions of acticle 14 of the 
treaty of 1830, or became beneficiaries in anywise thereunder; 
nor is it shown that applicants or their descendants since their 
removal to the Indian Territory have become recognized and en- 
rolled citizens of the Choctaw Nation west. Thei~ application 
for identification as Mississippi Choctaws or for enrollment as 
citizens by blood of the Choctaw Nation is denied. 


However, the Department desires that the application of 


James B. Clark, of Durant, Ind. T., made before the Commission 


May 22, 1902, snd who claims to have married his first wife, 
Martha Fllen Arrington, an allesed duly enrolled Choctaw citi- 
zen by blood, on August 11, 1886, according to Choctaw law, be 
considered on its merits. Te claims to have been duly enrolled 
by the tribal authorities as an intermarried Choctaw citizen and 
his name therafter was striken from said tribal roll for having 
later "married out" to a white woman, his present wife, 

You will advise James 8. (Clark of this action and a hearing 


to be had at a time fixed, 








\ Ba 
\O 


The record has thie day been returned for the files of the 
Indian Office: a 
Respectfully, 


Thos Ryan, 


Through the Conti ssioner First Assistant Secretary; 


of Indian Affairs. 
& ino. to Ind: Or. 








M, Cy Be.#,6650 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, January 9,1907 


Albert J, Lee, 
Attorney at-law, 

Ardmore, Indian Territoy. 
Dear Bir: 

There i@ enclosed herewith copy of Departmental 
letter of December 26, 1906, denying the motion filed by 
you with this office June 25, 1906, to reopen and reconsider 
the consolidated applications of William A. Clark, et ale, 


as citisens of the Choctaw Nation. 


Respectfully, 


Commis sioner. — 








M, CG. R.~ 8650 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, January 9, 1907, 


Mansfield,MoMurray & Cornish, 
Attorneys for the Choctaw-Chiokasaw Nations, 
South McAlester, Indian Territory. 
Gentlemen: 
There is enclosed herewith copy of Departmental 
letter of December 26, 1906, denying the motion filed with 


this office June 25, 1906, by Albert J. Lee, attorney at law, 


Ardmore, Indian Territory, to reopen and reconsider the con- 


Solidated case of William A, Clark, et al, 


Respectfully, 


Commissioner, 








M,C, R= 5650 


4 


¥ 
Muskogee, Indian Territory\,January 9, 1907. 


Chief Clerk, 
Choctaw Land Office, 


Atoka, Indian Territory. 


Dear Sir: 

You are hereby notified that the Bearetary of the In- 
terior on December 26, 1906, denied the motion filed with this 
office June 25, 1906, by Albert J, Lee, attorney at law, 
Ardmore, Indian Territory, to reopen and reconsider the consol- 
idated Mississippi Choctaw case of William A, Clark, et al. 


This case includes the following persons: 


William A Clark 
Asbery B Clark 
James A, Clark 
Wesley C Clark 
Willie H Clark 
Mary Wnford 

Charley Winford 


Everett Winford 


Jesse Winford 
Roge May Hunter 


Nancy L Clark 
John EH Clark 
itter EB Clark 
Nettie L Clark 
Thomas B Clark 
Rebert Winford 
Minnie Winford 
Virgil Winford 
Argie W nford 
Lola Huaiter 


Charles M, Clark Willie D Clark 
Barnest W Clark James Carr V Clark 
Wesley C Clark (2) Artha Clark 
Vernon A @Wlar« Mattie L Clark 

Ida Clark Jesse F Clark 


Respeotfully, 





Commissioner 





M, 6. R,- 6650 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, January 9, 1907 


William A. Clark, 


DYrant, Indian Territory, 


Dear Bir: 

You are hereby notified that the Secretary of the 
Interior on December 26, 1906, denied the motion filed with 
this office June 25, 1906, by Albert J. Lee, attorney at 
law, Ardmore, Indian Territory, to reopen and reconsider the 
consolidated Mississippi Choctaw case of William A, Clark, 
et al. 


Repseotfully, 


Commissioner, 








cOPY 
MARRIAGE CERTIFICATE. 
THIS CERTIFIES That William A. Clark of Bennington, 
I. T., and Celeny M. Mowdy of Annette, I. T., were by me united 
in Holy Matrimony, according to the Ordinances of Godand the 


laws of at __, on the twenty-seventh day of 


March, in the year of Our Lord, One Thousand Eight Hundred and 


Seventy Nine. 
(Signed). G. W. Gardner, 


Witnesses: | Judge Blue Co. 


INDIAN TERRITORY. 
CENTRAL DISTRICT. 


I, B. F. Moreman, a Noatry Public in and for the 


’ 
Central District, of the Indian Territory, do hereby certify that 
the above and foregoing is a true and correct copy of the mar- 
riage certificate of William A. Clrak and Celeny M. Mowdy. 


Witness my hand and seal this 25th day of June A. D. 


(Signed) B. F. Moreman. 


(Seal). Notary Public. 


The following on back: 


"DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 





COMMISSTON TO THE PIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES 
FILED JUN 29, 1900. 


Tams Bixby, Acting Chairman." 
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In ease No.668--Choc. R., the tes- 
timony gives the name of one of 


applicant's ehildren as “Asbury B." 


a 
Clark. The judgment has it “Asbury 


Clark, 


R. C. Ge Oct. 12, 1900. 








| For Identification as a Mississippi Choctaw. 
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r'"the Matter of the Apphiostion of 1. 
Fonr-M. Clark et mi, for ‘Murekinent 1 Ghectaw R.-670 
aac UXtiwens of the Cheetew Nation. 


\ Mohn H. Clark, being first duly sworn by Acting Chairman Bixby,’ 
testified as follows: 


What is your name? A Jolm H. Qlark. 
How 6ld are you? A 44 years. - 
What is your postoffice address? A Russett, I Tf. 

Hew long have you lived in‘the Ind. Ter.? A 186. years. 

Where did you live before coming to the ind. Ter.? A Texas. 
Where were you born? A Georgia. | 

What is your father's name? A M,C. Clark. 

Ye he living? A Yes sir. 

Ip he « Chectaw Indian? A Yes sir. 

Vem p7eires Sten ef Chectaw bloed dees he claim.to have? A i/¢- 
Hag his name ever been on the Choctaw tribal relis? A Wo sir. 
Ham he ever been reeo mized hy the Choctaw tribal authorities as a 
Cheetaw Indian? A Mo sir. 

What is your mother’s name? A Fancy. 

Ig she living? A Yes sir, 

She’ is ea white woman? A. Yes sir. 

How much Choetaw blood de you claim to have? A 1/8. 

Has your name evér been on the tribal rolis? A Ko air, 

Have you ever been reco mised by the Choctaw tribal authorities as 
a Choctaw? A Wo sir. 

Did you ever apply to the tribal. authorities for enrollment as @ 
Chester? A Yes, in 996 I applied to the Choctaw council. 

Your application was rejected? A Yew sir. 

You then toelt an appeal to the U, 8. Courty A Yes sir. 

And the court held it had no jurisdiction in your case? A Yes, 
What is your wife's name? A Levina A. Clark. 

How old is she? A 39 years. 

What is her father's name? A Jéseph Robinson. 

Is he living? A Yes wir, 

What is her mother's nanef A Lusinda. 

ta.ghe diving? A Bo sir, 

Your wife is # white wanan, is she? A Yes sir. 

Did she ever claim gine ual ee med eof the Five Tribes? A Mo. 
Where 4id you marry her? A - 


Q 
q 
Q 
g 
| 
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Q 
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you with to offer your marriage License and certificate in ¢vi- 
desce? A I hayn't it with mej it in in Court with sane papers és 
evidence, | ; ) 

Vhat are the names and sgee Sf ohnildren? A. James A, , 26, 


Bilen B.,; 14, Wesley o. , Nektie,L., 9 and William BH. @ years: 
‘These ohildren com home ‘wish you, de Shy Ao Yes irs 
Their posterficd address is  .e A Yee wif, 


De you wieh to effer any 
Yeu witt be permitted to er 


eo 


P2eee £ 











DEPARTMENT OF. THE INTERIOR, |. 


COMMISSION. TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIinES 
Muskogee, Indian Territory ,May 21,1902. 


In the matter of the application of John x, ° 
identification of himself and five minor ehildren,Jomes A. patter E., 
Wesley C. ,Neétie L. ,amd Willie H. Clark,as Mississippi Choctaws. 


APPEHARANDES; J O-F 04 Attorney for applicants. 
ef 


Said John H. Clark,being first duly sworn,testified as 
follows; 


Examination by the Commission. 


Q What is your name? A John 5, Clark, 
Q What is your age? A I am about forty-five, 
Q What is your postoffice address? A Teller,Indian Territory. 
Q@ How long have you lived in Teller? A tI moved to Teller this last 
Vinter, 
Q How long have you lived in Indian Territory altogether? A Twenty 
years, 

Where did you live before that? A In Texas. 

Where were you born? A In Gilmore County Georgia. 

And went from there where? A Kentucky. 

And from there you went where? A Tennessee. 

And then where? A To Texas, R 

Is your father living? A My father died this last April,a 
year aco. 
Q What was his name? A Moses C. Clark, 
Q What is your mother's name? A Nancy, 
Q Through which parent do you claim Choctaw blood? A Threugh my 
father. 
Q How much do you claim? aA I claim one-eighth. 
Q Has your father ever been enrolleder recognized as a Cheodtaw 
Indian by the Choctaw Tribal authorities or the United States 
aguthorities in Indian Territory? A Wot that I know of. 
Are you married? <A Yes sir. 
Ia your wife living? A Yes sir. 
Ie she a Choctaw? A No gir,a white woman. 
What is her name? A Alice L. <sahs was a Robertson. 
Do you make any claim for her? A No sir. 
Give me the name of your oldest child? A Jamew: A. 

years old 





How old? A Eighteen 

Tex Etter E. 

Hew 014? A Sixteen. 

Next? A Wesley 0. 

Hew old ip he? A Fourteen. 
Next? A Nettie 1. 

How eld? A She's eleven, 
Next? A Willie'H. ‘ 
How o14? A. Four years eld. an 

Is Aliog 1. the Mother of ‘these @hildren? A Yes sir; 

Are you and she living together as husband and wife? A Yes. sir. 
Childyen with you? “A Yes Sirjahl with me, =. ag 
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John H. Clark,et al--2 


Q Were either you or your wife married before you married each 
other? A No sir. 

Q Have you the proof of your marriage with your wife here now? 
A No sir,t haven't. 


By Mr,.Pool: 
I ask for time in which to furnish this proof. 


Commission: 
Reasonable time will be allowed this applicant in which 
to offer proper evidence of the marriage of himself and 
wife if preduced within thirty days from the date hereof. 


Q Is your name or the name of any of your ehildfen on any of the 
Tribal rolls of the Choctaw Nation in Indian Territory? A I guess 
not. 

Q Have you ever made application for citizenship in the Choctaw Na- 
tion to the Choctaw Tribal authorities in Indian Territory? A No 
ssir,not personally. 

Q Has any application ever been made for you to be enrolled as a 
Choctaw Indian to the Dawes Commission under the act of Congress of 
June 10,1896? A Yes,my father made application for himself and 
family. 

Q Were you inoluded in that application? A I suppose so. 

Q What was done with that application? A That application went 
to the Council, 

Q It couldn't go from the Dawes Commission to the Council. I asked 
if any application had been made to the Dawes Commission for you? 
A My father met the Dawes Commission a year ago at Colbert. 

Q Did he go before the Commission in 1896? A I don't know. 

Q 8o0,you are not certain about that? A No gir. 

Q You never heard that the Dawes Commission ever acted favorably 
upon any application for you? A I don't know, 

Q So,you say application was made to the Council by your father 
for you and ethers? A Yes sir. 

Q What was done with that application? A It was appealed from the 
Couneil~-I don't know what they done with it but they appealed it 
ffom that Council to the United States Court. 

Q Where? A At South McAlester. 

Q And what was done with it then? A I think that it was laid 
aside or dismissed for the want of jurisdiction. 

Q Seo you weren't enrolled? A No sir. 

Q Have you ever made any other application to the Dawes Commission 
or the Chogtaw Tribal authorities or have you had any other action 
taken in the United States Court in Indian Territory with reference 
to your application? A I think the next was this Dewes Commission 





; > +5 ot yet gis Co ij cri = ry the : % ae ob 
got that kind of a notice. 

Q Did you go? A Yeu sir,we all went. My father was living then 
and he went, 

Q@ That was in 1900? A. Yes sir. 

Q Did you appear personally before tthe Commission then? A Yes 
sir,my father and al] the children. 

Q Ana you @ach one. made an application? A Yes sir. 





John H, Clark,et al--3 


The reeerds in the office of tha Commission show that 

at Celhert Indian Territory,June 20,1900, (Chootaw Re670) 

said applicant,Jehn H. Clark,made application for @nroll- 
ment of himself and children as citizens by blood of the 

Choctaw Nation, 


Q Do you now Want to have the record made at that time in that 
application merged inte this in order that a1] these papers may be 
referred to in all: these applications? 


By Mr.Pool: 
Yeo sir. 


Commission: 
Note is here made of "R~-670" which is the previous appli- 
cation of John H. Clark and now made part of this present 
record in his application for identification as a Missis- 
sippi Choctaw for himself and children. 


Bxamination by the Commission: 


Q When yourmade your application at Colbert on the 20th of June, 
1900,you gave the name of your wife as Leuvina,you now give it as 
Alice L., which way do you want it? A I want it Teuvina A, 
_& You have given the name of ons Ghild here as Btter E.; when you 
made your application $wo years ago you made it Blla E.; which 
is right? A, Etter E.,I think, 
Q Then Ella E.,in the record that you nade two years ago,is the 
seme person as the Etter B.,that you now make application for? 
A Yes sir, 
Q Now,here's a child,Willie H.; is that child living? A That 
must be. that. Bustdr child. 

How do you want that name now? A Willie H. 
Q Weither you or your children have been admitted to « citigenship 
in the Chootaw Nation by either the Choctaw Tribal authotities, the 
Comnissien to the Five Civilized Tribes or the United States Court in 
Indian Territory,have you? A No sir. 
Q Do you now come before the Commission to identify yourself and 
these children as Mississippi Choctaws,claiming under article 14 
of the treaty of 18307 A Yeu sir. 
Q Do you understand that article of that treaty? <A No sir. 


The treaty of 1850 was made between the United States 
Sippi. called Dancing Rabbit Creek. It was made on the 

27th day of September of that year for the Fd ony of 

removing fron the Choctaw Nation east of Migaissippi 
River the Indians that lived there,to the Choe Nation 
Indian Territory. Before the treaty's 1a be = ait 

became known that a good many Indians wou: mig es to go 

to the Choctaw Nation Indian Territery in im te 

protect the interests of those Ind who stayed in the ani 
eld Cheetaw Nation, article 14 was ted ‘and put inte the © | 
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John H. Clark,et al--4 


treaty of 1830. It reads as follows: 


"Bach Choctaw head of a family being desirous to 

remain and begome a citizen of the States shall be permit- 
ted to do so by signifying his intention to the Agent within 
six months from the ratification of this treaty and he or 
she shall thereupon be entitled to a reservati on of one 
section of six hundred and forty acres of land,to be 
bounded by sectional lines of survey; in like manner sh all 
be entitled to one half that quantity for each unmarried 
child which is living with him over ten years of age; and 
@® quarter section for such child as may be under ten years 
of age,to adjoin the location of the parent. If they 
reside upon said lands,intendint to become citizens of 

the States,for five years after the ratification of this 
treaty,in that case a grant in fee @imple shall issue; 

said reservation shall include the present improvement of 
the head of the family or a portion of it. Persons who 
claim under this article shall not lose the privilege of a 
Choctaw citizen but if they ever remove are not to be 
entitled to any portion of the Choctaw annuity." 


Q Do you understand that now,well emough to claim under it? A Yes 
sir. 

Q Did apy of your Choctaw ancestors comply or attempt to comply 
with any of the provisions of that article of that treaty? A I 
don't know. 

Q What is the name of your ancestor through whom you claim your 
right to be identified as a Mississippi Choctaw’ A I claim it 
through the Harkins family. 

Q Go back and give me the name of the remote ancestor,if you can? 
A My grandmother was a Gardner, 

Q Give me the full name of the one you claim through? A Patsy 
Harkins. 

Q How is Patsy Harkins related to John Harkins? A John Harkins 
was her father, 

Q Then you claim through John Harkins,the father -f Patsy? A Yes 
sir. 

Q Did he live in Mississippi in 1830 or did Patsy? A That's what 
I'm told. 

Q Which lived there? A Both. 

Q John Harkins and his daughter Patsy lived in Mississippi in 1830? 
AI think so--its been told to me that they was there in 1830, 

Q Then,John Harkins had a family in Mississippi in 18307 A Yes 
sir. 





Q What was the 
Gardner. 

Q How much Choctaw blood did John Harkins-or Hawkins-have? A They 
Claim he was a half Choctaw. 

Q What relation was he to you? A John Harkins would be my great- 
grandfather. 

Q How old would he be if living now? A I don't know. 

Q Did he have a Choeotaw Indian name? A I don't know. 





John H. Clark,et al--5 


Q Do you know whether any of your Choctaw ancestors owned anyland 
or ¢laimed any land in the old Choctaw Nation in Mississippi or 
Alabama under article 14 of the treaty of 1830? A No sir,1 do nat. 
Q@ Did any of your Choctaw aneestors go from that old Choctaw Nation 
east of the Mississippi River to the Choctaw Nation Indian’ Territory 
with the other Indians between 1833 and 1836 or 18407 A I don't 
know. 

Did any of your Choctaw ancestors own any improvements @n land 
in Mississippi or Alabama in 1830? A I don't kmow that. ... 
Q Did any of them go to the United States Indian Agent within 
gix months after the ratification of the treaty of 1830 and tell 
him they wanted to stay im Mississi;pi and take land alld become 
citizens of the States? A I don't know. 


In 1837 as well as in 1842 Commissions were appointed by = 
acts of Congress-various ads of Congress-which Commissions 
heard applicants under article 14 of the treaty of 1850 

in those respective years. Those Commissions were appointed 
because a great many Choctawz Indians felt aggrieved, 
because when they went to Col.Ward,the United States Indian 
Agent ,within six months after the ratification of the 
treaty of 1830,to register their names as Indians who 
desired to take advantage of article 14 of the treaty of 
1830,Cel Ward refused to put their names on his register 
and ag the result of his neglect or refusal to do s0 a 
great many Choctaw Indians lost their lands in the old 
Choctew Nation because they were taken from them by 

the Government and sold. 


Do. you know whether any of your Choctaw Ancestors appeared before 
either the Commigsion ef 1837 or the Commission of 1842 and claimed 
any benefits as Choctaw Indians under that article ef that treaty? 
A I don't know. 


An act of Congress approved August 23,1842,provided that 
if any Choctaw Indian proved his claim under article 14 of 
the treaty of 1830 and if it further was shown that he had 
his land taken fron him by the Government and sold in the 
old Chectaw Nation, that he sheuld be entitled to select 
land either in Mississippi,Alabama,Louisiana or Arkangas, 
to be taken from vacant Govermment land,and that a cer- © 
tifieate to that effect should be given to him. These 
certificates were called scrip. 





Q@ Did any of your Choctaw ancestors receive eny such serip from 
the Government,as Choctaw Indians? A Not that I know of. : 

Q Have you any documentary or any other proof you want te submit 
ee fe support of your applicatiom,or do you want time? A I want 
t * 

Q You have no doownents now? A Wo sir. 


Reasonable time will be allowed to introduce such evidenge 
if presented within thirty days 


‘By 
* 





Yohn H, Clark,et al--¢ 


Q Do you speek the @heater. lang A. No sir “ ‘Ss 
Q Have you « Cheotew Indian name? - No sir, ks t as the... 

: | FOU have been esking me--the most 1 ever heard wy father:.- 
say about. things along #bout iat Sines here in Mississippi, 4% was 
about that time.I°suppes@,there was oonsideradle trouble got a 
there and it seemed that his father thaught he wasn't treated right 
by somebody there and. that. he left there, 

Who is this? A ‘grandfather-that's what he has told me. My 

ather tells me that his father thought that-they didn't treat him 
Ficud Shere and they got up some trouble there and my grandfather 

eft ere. : 

Q Where did he go? A. I think he went from there to Georgia. They 
got up this squabble and his father pulled ent and on the trip leav- 
ing there my father was born on the road but just how that trouble mm 
was ,i dog't kmow, ; 


This applicant has the appearance and physical character+ 
istics of being descended from white parentage; he has 
brown @yes ,dark hair-nearly bAack-,medium: dark complexion 
he has’no knowledge of the Choctaw language and no. knowle 
of a compliance on thé part of his “ancestors with the pro- 
visions of article 14 of the treaty of 1630. 


Examination by Mr. Pool: 


Q You are an own brother of William A. Clark who has just been be-« 
fofe the Commission,are you? A Yeas sir. 
Q You want your application considered with his application and 
the testimony submitted in his case all to be considered together? 
A Yes sir. 


Ira S. Niles,being firat. duly sworn,states that as etenegrapher 
to the Commission to the Five Civilized tribes he reported in full 
611 proceedings had in the above entitled cause,heard at Muskogee, 
Indian Territory, May 21,1902,and that the above and foregoing 

ie a full,true and correct transcript of his stenographic notes taken 


in said progeedings on said date. 
| ih TSK ae 
Nectar at - <r 2 es i, 2 ~~ Ve £ 


» 





7 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this the 24th day of May ,1902, 
at Muskogee Indian Territary. 


a ee a Pe Loy 27> 
Hotary Public, 





Muskogee, Indian Territory, Oetiber 1,1900, 


Mra Jodi: Clark; 


Russétt, Indian Territory, 


There is inclosed herewith a copy of the decision of the 


mission denying; your apvlication for the enrollment of vourself 


m 


and children as citizens by blood, and of your wife as an intermar- 


ried. citizen of-the Choctaw Nation, 


Yours truly, 


Acting, Chairman, 








Miss, Chogteaw A564) 


Muekogee, Indian Territory, June 21,1902. 


a. 


Pear sire 


Reoeint dg hereby ‘aoknowl edged of your letter of June 14, 
inclosing certified copy or Marr iace license and certificate betasen 
J» H. Clark’and bayina A, Ryberteon, which you offer in support of 
the applivation for identifiaation as Mississippi Chooctaws of John 
H. lark, ‘at Al, , andthe sae has been filea with the record in 


the above named gase, 


Yours truly, 


oa 


Commissioner in Chargs. 








M.C.R, 6651 
, COPY, 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, December 27, 1902. 


John H. Clark, 

Teller, Indian Territory. 
Dear Sir: 

You are hereby advised that on the 7th day of December, 

1902, the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes rendered & de=- 
cision in the consolidated case of William A, Clark, et al.; embrac- 
ing the following applications for identification as Mississippi 
Choctaws: ; 


William A. Clark, et al., K.C.R. 5650 
John H. Clark, et ali, M.C.R. 5651 
Mary Winford, et :2l., M.C.R. 5660 
Rosa May Hunter, et al., M.C.R. 56661 
Charles M. Clark, et al., M.C,R. 6649 
James B. Clark, et al., M.CsR, 6657 
Wesley C. Clark, et al., N.C Re S668 
Thomas E. Clark, ot al., MCR. ‘86566 


These applications were made under the provision of the aet 
#f Congress of June 28, 1898 (30 Stats., 495) which is as follows: 


"Said Commission shall have authority to determine the 
Adentity of Choctaw Indians claiming rights in the Choctew 
lands; under article fourteer of the enL, Detween the United 
States and the Choctaw Bation, ooncluded’ September twenty- 
seventh, eres hundre@ and thirty, and to that end may ad- 
minister oaths, ¢xamine witresses and rform a11 other ‘act# 
ts aa and make report to the Secretary of the 

j @rior,. 4 : i 





Said decision concludes as follows: 
*It 1e therefers. the opinion ef this Commission that the 
as imputtredont to eboes bi 


evidence herein rmine the identity of 





By 

£ 
William A. Clark, Nanoy 1, Clark, Asbery B. Olark, John H, Clark, 
James A, Clark, Btter B. Clark, Wesley C. Clark, Bettie 1, Clark, 
Willie H. Clark, Mary Winford, Robert Winford, charley Winford, 
Minnie Winford, Bverett. Winford, Virgil Winford, Jesse Winferd, and 
Argie Winford, Rosa May. Hunter, Lela Hunter, Charles M. Clark, 
Willie D. Clark, James; Bs Clark, Mames Carr V. Clark, Wesley C. 
Glark (2), Barnest W, Glark, Vernon'A. Clark, Artha R. Clark. Mattie 
L. Clark, Ide Clark, Thomas B. Clark and Jeese FP. Clark, as thoctaw 


Gndians entitled to fights inthe Chootaw lands under the proyis- 
ions of said artiole fourtesh of the treaty of eighteen hundred 
and thirty, and that the applications for their identification as 
such should be refused, ard tt is s0 ordered.® 


You are further advised that you will be allowed fifteen 
days from the date hereof within which to file arguments in this 
office, and that at the expiration of adid time the papers in the 
case together with such arguments will be forwarded to the Seore- 
tary of the Interior through the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

Respectfully, 
rm Tf 


fm aan am I yn 
he ee a oe ote i er tt 


Acting Chairman. 
Registered, 








MG. R. 66515 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, April 18, 1902, 


John FH, ‘GQark * 


Teller, Indian territory, 


Dear Sirs hia 

Youare hereby notified that on the 2nd day of April, 
1905, the Seoretary of the Interior affirmed the deeision of this: 
Commission rofusing the applications for identification as Nissis- 
Sippi Cheotaws of the several persons inoluded in. the consolidated 
Gase of William Ay Qlark, et a1., of whieh docision you were ad- 
vised by reristered mail on the 27th day of December, 1908; 


Respectfully, 


(SIGNED). 


Oe ee 


7 4550 Bixby. 
Chairman, 














REFER IN REPLY TO THE FOLLOWING! 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
COMMISSIONER TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES. 








Muskogee, Indian Territory, January 


John H. Clark, 
Teller, Indian Territory. 
Dear Sir:- 

You are hereby notified that the Secretary of 
the Interior on December 26, 1906, denied the motion filed 
with this office June 25, 1906, by Albert J. Lee, attorney 
at law, Ardmore, Indian Territory, to reopen and reconsider 
the consolidated Mississippi Choctaw case of William A. 

Clark, et al. 
Respectfully, 


Commissioner. 
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In ease No, 670, Choe. R., the 
name of ene of applicant's ehil- 
dren is given in the testimony as 


"William H." Clark. In the judg- 


ment this name is written "Wm, H.* 


Clark. 


R. C. Ge, Oct. 12, 1900, 
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For Identification as a Mississippi Choctaw. 


Date MAY 21 1902 
Name 
“LS ™ 
Post-Office, J tkkae. 
Father Pins e Obie ws 
Mother Nome " L 


Cla Se through frhe 
PER. Caux, Lw, 


\ 


aur for Linfe 


Children 

Nrrmah blaix fe 
Cer 

Cétdor a i v6 

Wee ; ¥ 


Woe 
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Department of the Interior. 
Oommissioner to the Five Civilized Tribes, 
MUSKOCEE, IND. TER. 





Sarah (Be lie | Heney 











Departsent of the Interior 
Commission to the Five @ivilized Tribes, 
Munkegee, I. 'T., Suly 9, 1901. 


Inthe matter.ef the appliesntion fer ior as citizens wr 


‘Dheod ef, the Ghestaw Matic mu of Sarah Belle and her miner © 
dhild Birdie Henry: ie 


Applican t represented by H. L. Stone, Attorney. | 


Savah Belle Henry being first duly sworn by Commissioner 


Breckiaridge, testified as fellewst 


8 
Q. 


Examination by the Commission. 


What. is your name? A. Sarah pelle yenry. 
How oidare you? A. 28 yearsold. 
Where do you live? A. I live im the Ghoctaw Nation. 
Whats your Pest Office address. A Caddo. 
Indian Territory? A. Yes sir. 
How leng have you lived.in the Choctaw Nation? A. Moved here 
Jast segest- 
August ‘19 A. Yes sir. 
Hav'mt lived here a year yet? A. Ne sir. 
Where did you live before that? Ai In Texas. 
How 3eng have you lived in texas? A. Bern and raised there. 
The Iset year is the enly residence you have ever had in the 
Territory? A. Yes sir. 
What is iyour fathers nam ? A. Wilson Richard Henry. . 
Is your father Iéving? A Yes sir. . | ; f 
Whats your methers name? A. sarah Jane Henry. * » 
Is your mether living? A. Yes sir. 
Threugh which one ef your parents do you derive your Choctaw 
bleod? A. Methey. 
Hew much Cheétaw bleod de you claim? A. One-eighth. 
What is your grandfathers name? Your mothers fathers name? A. 
Nathaniel Williams. 
Threugh him you olaim your right te enrellment’? A Yes sir. 
Are you married? A. Yes sir. 
Are you making any =pplication for your husband? A Ne sir. 
Have you any children? A. One. 








Whe's the father ef this ehild? A. George Henry. : 
Is he a white man? A Yes sir, | 
weve you ever made application te this Commission before this. 
time for emreliment as a Choctaw aitizen? A. Ne sir. Wy mother 
made onefer me. é 
a8 yourself nae _ueten inte Seah iae tien? A» op Bg he inches eit 
® your name er names ‘your en any © r * | 
the Chogtaw Nation? 4 Met. tiiat I knewem®. wf 


A ‘ Fait de 


ah 
¥ 
‘te 


<i 5 a 





 pensesnion ef the. 
ef these empiteanse anme ar shareon. 


or. 


Q Were your or your @hilA ever admitted te Htdinenship in. the 
Cheotaw Nation? le the, tribal wm .thorifies? A Ne sire 
Was you admitted #¢ citizenship in the aw Nation by the Com 
sion te the Lad Poor op tae Graben wander the Act ef Con+ 
gress of Tune 10, 1896 A, Bonir. 


vis af pornone samitted to eitiszenship in 
ation by the Gommincion to the Five. 

e wmider the Ac’ ef Congress ef Tune 

rs have tee garefully examined and the name 
ef this appl icant. dows not appear thereon. 


Q» Have you ever been admitted to eitinenship in the cheotaw Nation * 


ww a owagnent of the United States Geurt in the Indien Ferritory 
Ay sir. 


The regords of persons admitted te oitizenship in 
the Choctaw Nation by gudgment ef the Unitedstates 
Court in the fndim verritory have been eoarefully 
examined and the names of the applicant deen no* 
appear ‘theredit. 


This applieant is the grand¢ghild of Nathaniel Wil- 
liams and reference is hereby made te the applica= 
tion of Fannie ‘Ann Williams fer enreliment as 4 ait= 
4dzgen ef the chootaw Nation, Ry 752. 


f 


Clara Mitchell weet Reine firet duly sworn states that as 
stenographer for the Commission to the Five, givilized Tribes she 
reported ie full ald prospedings had in the above entitied canse 
en the Oth day of Tuly, 2961 and that the & ove and feregoing is. & 
full. true and cerrect transorirt ef her stenegraphie notes taken in 
said cause on said dats. 





Subscribed and sworn to before me this the 16th day of July 1901. 


Cheer, 








WY 


ees 





wont of. the Interior 


Comtasion to the Five OLysligee tbes, 
aie Mako gee , LyTs, Zi, 1902, 


In the, matter of the epplication for: enrollment as. citizens by 
blood of) the Chogtiaw Nation of: Se ' 


srt! fey P 
2) Tangs 3 Brom, Choétaw R-744, 
a , Berked: yg ~Ghootew: Re740, / 
Yn Ghectaw Re?S9, 
Chootaw R-738, 
Chootsr R-%353, 


W.'M. Grayvens, attornéy for:the several applicants in the 
above named cases, nake thatthe cases of ‘the several applicants 
herein be ‘combined with) and made a part of, the consolidated 
Missisa ppi Choctaw case of FKlvina Josephine Brown, et al., claim- 


ing descent. from the seme common ancestor Nellie Pbisom, 


The requést of. attorney.for applicants’ is granted and the 
cases of the several applicants hereinbefore nawed will he combined 
with and considered @ part! of: the consolidated Misgissippi Choctaw 
case of Hivira Josephine Brownhy:.et als, ILC.R. 5631. 


G. Rosenwinkel being duly sworn on his. oath states that as 
stenographer to the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes he 
reparted:in full all the proceedings had inthe above entitled 
cause on May 21, 1902,and that the above and foregoing is a full, 
true and correct transcript of his stenographic notes in said cause 


on sdid date of May 1902, 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 24th day of May 1902, 


Notary Public, 








sa aepan ur or TERT. 


_ Xm the imbter of the application of Sarah Bélle Henry, 
. for the identification ‘of herself and her mimor ehild as Missise- 
ippi Chectaws. Supplemental testimony of Sarah Bellic Henry. 


William Orayens attorney for applicants. 
Sarah Belle Henry beingsworn testifies as follews: 


Examination by the Commission: 


won Soalie Heaiy: wae Indian territery, 
Digest Shee PS os 


ether members of your fabhly 
scion and made Lone 





Sarah Belle Henry #2 


Pee 


COPeePree Le 


Q. 
Q 
A. 
Q 
A. 
Q. 
Q. 
Q 


Wrat is the name of your father ? A. Wilsem Riehard Henry. 
Are they beth living > A. Yes sir, they are, 
What. is the age of your mether ? i, Fifty in September. 
Hew old is your father ? A, Sixty two. 
Through which of your parents do you claim your right to id- 
entification as a Missi saippi Choctaw ? A. Through my mother, 
Through your mother 7 A. Yes sir, 
Frem whom ++ through whoih dees she claim her right ? 
From her father. 
What was his name ? A. Nathaniel Williams. 
Is he living’? A. We sir. 
How much Choctaw blood did he claim, Nathaniel Williams ? 
One half, 
Was his wife a white woman ? A. Yes sir, 
From whom did Nathaniel Williams get his Choctaw blood ? 
From Nellie Folsom. 
What relation was Nellie Folsom to Nathaniel Williams ? 
She was the mother of Nathaniel Williams. 
His mother ? A, Yes sir, 
Them Nellie Folsom must have been her maiden namie ? A, Yes sir 
De you appear before this Comnission at this time claiming 
@ share in the Chocta® lands in Indian Territery for your 
self amd minor child under the provisions of the fourteenth 
article of the treaty between the Umited States Gove rnment 
and theChoetaw tribe of Indians concluded September 27, 1830 ? 
Yes sir. 
And Nellie Folsom is the ancestor through whom you claim 
that right ? A, Yes sir. 
Do you understand the provisions of article fourteen of the 
treaty of 1830 entered into at a place known as Dancing Rab-~ 
bit Creek ? A. TI think go. 
Do you desire me to make an e lamation of it ? A. No sir. 
De you know ef any act ef compliance or attempted compliance 
on the part of Nellie Folsom, or any other of your Choctaw 
ancestors with the provisions of the fourteenth article of 
the treaty ? A. Omly that she lived there and had land there. 
From whom did she get that land --- did she get it from the 
UnitedStates Government under the previsions of article 
fourteen of the treaty of 1830 by reason of beimg a Choctaw 
Indian ? A. I do not know. 
You knéw of mo eompliance or attempted compliance then on 
the part of Nellie Folsom. the ancestor through whom you elaim 
your right to identification as @ Mississippi Choctaw, with 
the provisions of article f§irteen of the treaty of 1830 ? 
No sir, I don't, 
You are the daughter of Sarah Jane Henry who is an applican 

e+ Commission fo dentification as a Mississippi Choc- 
taw ? A. Yes sir. 
She has just left the stand -- given testimony in her ease ? 
Yos air. 
On May 21, 1902, when ether @EPers of your family peared 
before the Commd ss ion and made application for identification 
as Missiset ANB, your attorney Mr. William Cravens 

S Gase be SiebAned amd miade a part of the sensel- 

Légtg¢ case of Elvira J, Brown, et @2., M. C.-R, 6631 ? 








Sarah Belle Heary #35 


Q@ Wow do you desire te have that dens ? A, Yes sir, 
Q. +7 boo rth any R$ wif rhage Py yeu doaere os - por. Soames 
Af B, a ar papsrs 6f any. yeu 
wish te atte with tnd "Bema \ehion te day ? A. Ne sir I believe 

ro wus ra a. Yh . 
Q. You have no further statement to make 7 A, Ho sir, 
The applicant hae medium fat? complexion; Wlue ayes; Tentures 
and mee of a person of white parentage; has no knowl- 
edge any act of Gtmpliande. on the part ef amy ef her an- 
cesters with any of the provisions ef the fourteenth article 
of the treaty of 1836, 


fo Attorneys Do you desire te ask any questions: 
By Attorney: I baiieve not. 


By the Comnisa on: 


po you speak or understand the Choctaw lamguage ? 
o sir. 


Fred V. Kinkade, beingfirst duly swerm, en his oath states 
that as stenographer to the Cenmission te the Five Civilized 
Tribes, he reported in full the preceedings had in the above 
cause on June 27, 1902, and that the above is a true, correct and 
erfecttranseript of nis seenographic netes as taken in said 
Rais on Jume 27, 1902, 


HitpOHirin a 


Bubscribed and sworn te befere me this 27 day ef June, 1902. 


WE 


Notary Public. 








Chestaw R 736 


Muskogee, Indfan Territory, April 21, 1902, 


Barah 8, Henry, 
Caddo, Indian Territory, 
Dear Madan; 


‘Reoeipt is hereby acknowledged of the affidavit of Barah 
B, Henry ahd joint affidavit of F. M. Simmons and Thomas Owen, of- 
fered in. the matter of the application of Sarah B. Henry to t@ iéen- 
tified as a Choctaw Indian, in response te our communication Of ‘Marah 
21, 1902, notifying you that you would be’ allowed thirty days from 
the date thereof within whioh to submit to the Commission an eff ida- 
vit, corroborated by two witnesses, showing thet you and vour viild 
are enti taee to be identified as Mississippi Chootaws under the pro- 
visions of ‘the twenty first seotion of the act of Congress of June 
28, 1898. 

aMhese affidavits have been filed with the records of the 
Commission-an@ you are now advined that if it is your intention 6 
attempt to. preve Such rights as vou ana your child claim as desoenr 





tant® oF: Chico taw Indias who complied or attempted to comply with the 
x 

provisions of’ the fourteenth artiolé of the treaty of 1830 beswacn' 

$he United Btates and the Chootew mea gens it wild be woackaain for, yea, : 


ay et 


: , “ 





8.B.n. 2 


to personally appear ah the Comission with euch, witnesses as 
you may be able to secure: in support of said allegations. 

You are fur thar nay ised. ‘that you will be allewed thirty 
gays from the date hereot within whieh to sobmit evidence; and if, 
at the ‘exp tration of - that time; no. “personel testimony substantiating 
the "allegations in the affidavits now filed is presented, the Com- 
miggion will consider that you ao not wish to prosecute the oglaim as 
Higsigeippi Choctaws, and that the case ig completed, and it will 
proceed to render its deoision as to your rights to. enrollment as 
citizens of the Choctaw Nation and to. identification as Mississippi 
Choctaws, which aseielon’ will be @uly made known to you when 


rendered, 


Yours truly, 


Acting Chairman. 








NS: : > 
% Peg 


wuskorse, indian: ¥ervitory, Fuly 12,1908, 


4 4 


Sarah Belle Henry, 
Caddo, Indien Territory, 
Dear Vadam} 


Regeipt is herehy acknowledged of your affidavit and the 
affidavit of ¥, M. Wonnck relative to the birth, on January 3,1899, 
of *irdie Henry, infant daughter of yourself and George Henry. These 
affidavits have been aceepted as evidence of the birth of this 
ohild and have been filed with the reaord in your application for 


identifioation as a Mississippi Chootaw, 


Yours. truly, 


Acting Chsirman, 








Sarah Belle Henry, 


Caddo, Indtan Territory. 


Dear Madman! 

You are hereby advisea that. on the 7th day. of January, 
1905, the Commissign to the Five Civilized Tribes renderéa a deois- 
don ‘in ‘the consolidateé case of Elvira Jossphine Brown, et als, 
eonbracing the following applications for identification as 
Mississippi Choctaws? 

‘Elvira Josephine Brown, Mie G eRe 

Mattie Jane Watson, ot: al., MeQaRe 

Miznnie MM, Griffith, Me OeR. 

Sarah Jane Henry, MvCyR, 

Sarah ‘Bélle Henry, et Ble; <i Me OaRy 

John We Kelly. et als, . re MeCahR. 


Biréte Pe ¥.OURy ' 
pig wittiame) at ale, ; MH. CeRe 
0 


Kory Magisiqne dd, et al,, MeCeRy 
Almed a Brown,. et “ati Me Cu Rei: $€ 
Janes My Brown, May CeRe 
Mary. J» Watson, etal, MC Rs 
Margaret ..L. Tranmel, et ela; Me Coe” 
These.applications's were made’ under the provision’ of the 
et of Congress of Jane 2a, 14898 (30 Stats,,496), which is. ae tole’ 


hows: 








“Sute-Camateaton’ @hali hay 
. deentaety of. Chodtaw beet ed 
ends under artiale rf 
States end ‘the 
‘enth 4 





§?B.H. “2 


Said decision concludes a¢ followst 


"I¢ is’ therefore the Opinion of this Cormission that the 
evidence herein: 1s insufficient to determine the identity of Blvira 
Josephine Lrowiy Mattie Jane Yatton, Minnie Belle Watson, ‘Saliie 
Watson, Auti Watsony. Minnie M, Grinhien,. Sarak Jano Henry, Sarah 
Selle Henry, Birdie Benry, John Ne. Henry Déapie Henry, Birdie Fs 

My, ke fens’ pinata by Arthur Wy Wit tans, 


Willie x vile | 2 ' Mary Magd dieng, Moga, 
Jesse Lee To Nias vinatats he's Re Cy. Brown, Johnnie hy 


Brown, Katie “tts Brow, Wice Gertrude. Brow Mingte i. Brow, 
Bertha May Browny Cora Myrtle :drown.: oe Nay Brown, James XN. 
Brown, Mary J», Wathon, Annie Rtheh:. a Yetasny” He Oertinide Watson, 
EBya Yeal Watson Margaret ly Tr L Thomas « Trarmel, Sarah C. 
Tremmel, frank Tremel, Arthur Le’ S Walite Be Mame and 
Bthel Pearl Tranmel, ag Choctaw Indians entitied *o rights in the 
Choctaw lunds under’ the provisions of said article fourteen of the 
treaty of eighteen hundred and thirty, and, thet the applications 
for their idontificatton as suth Suonta be refised, ‘and it is so 
ordered." 


You aro further advised that, you will be. Allewed fiftoen 
days from the date hereof within which’ te file argunents in this 
office, and that a the expiration of said time the eapers in the 
case, together Wty’ such arguments, wtia ‘be forwarded to’ the 


Secretary of: the Interior ‘through ‘the dant sutinereetnaten Si tatres ie 


Respectfully, 


Registered, 








Choctaw 3749 
MOR 6652 

"= 8665 

* $664 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, February 6, 1903, 


Dear Sir 

Receipt te hereby acknowledsed of your letter of January 
26, in which you state that you have an allotment on Certain land 
described by you anda that the land adjoining is Occupied by court 
Claimants named John and Belle Henry and Bertie Kelly and ask to 
be advised of the status of their claim, 

In reply to your letter you are advised that it appears 
from our records that Sarah B. Henry, John N. Henry and Birdie F, 
Kelly are *pplicants to this Commission for identification as 
Mississippi Choct aws and, on January 7, 1903, the Commission 
rendered its decision refusing the *PPLications of. the above named 


ot at gears 


Bhi oA RSE ee oR 
persons. 


The matter of the Classifiogtion of the lands described 


by you has been made the Bubject of another communication, 
Respectfully, 





Commias ioner in Charge, 





M.C.R.5652, 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, Decenber 3, 1903, 


Sarah Belle Henry, 

Gaddo, Indian Territory, 
Dear Madam; 
You are hereby notified that on the 21st day of Novere 
ber, 1903, the Seoretary of the Interior affixmed the degision of 
this Commission refusing the applications for identification as 
Misgtiscipyt Ghoctaws of the several persons ineluded in the con 
SOlidated case of Elvira Josephine Brown ot al., Of which decis~ 
don you were advised by registered mail on the 7th day of JamMary, 


isos, 


Respootfuliy, 


ble 


whee We ade vw be bo 8 


Chairman, = 


oo a 4 
my 4 aa [aaa 








No. SOB 


For Identification as a Mississippi Choctaw, | 


Dute “hey GY /4o7r 
| mised “Lay eae 
i ni fe 0 
Post-Offic ee x Or 
Father Weems Ze, 4 ae - 


Mother tg ae YI - 


Piha Se oh 
Cogs ova, 


Cnn fo sa of Ae SS 
Children 
So: ; 
- ooh Bar. 2 2: 


/ 





(7 2 : 
pee Se a/ f/f VU od 





MEMORANDUM. 


(hoes, 2 | a ae (f) W3R 
Dale uly, 1, 1970S 
Name Sonal i! NV of Vy 


Age DS 
Pos!- Offic Uy, OSM Auch | Lp 
FATHER: {Uh aay (A shea iy 


MOTH LR: « tonalp 4 Mee 


(Clr righ Tu My) 


! 


b 


Child 
Ar, “prs Mery, 


LATHE #. 


Rae / Wh, N, A / /U/, 


Mma fer UY “tl phy Lf 





Stenogrgpher ; | 
Ypa Wy CL cf, 





Ghoctaw MC@K 4053 
Wokhn NO Hency 
See M@R 563 











+ of the Exterior 
Commission te the Five Givilised Tribes, 
Muske gee, ae ?. July 9, 1901. 


In the matter ef the application for enreliment as citizens af 
Rt Chectaw Hation of John WN. Henry and his miner ohild Dessie 
enry. 


Applicant represented by HK. li stone. 


Said Johm N. Henry being first duly sworn by Commissioner 
Breckinridge testified as follows: 


Examination by the Commissien. 


What is your name? A. John N. Henry. 

How old are you? A. 26, 

Where do you live? A. Oadde is my Pest Office, Indian Territory. 

Hew leng ha ve you lived in the chootaw Wationm? A. Moved there 
last August. 

Is that the first time you lived im the Yerritery? A. Yes sir 

- How long have you lived in the Territory? A. I meved to the 

Territery last August. 

Q. Where did you live before that? Texas. 

How leng did you live in Texas? A. All my life until last August. 

What is your fathers name? A. Wilson Richard Henry. 

Is yous father living? A. Yes sir. 

What your mothers name? A. Sarah Jm@ Henry. 

Ig your mether living? A. Yes sir. 

Through which one ef your parents do yow olaim your Choctaw 
bleed? A. My mother. ; 

How much Choctaw bleed do you claim? A One-eighth. 

Are you marrhed? A. Yes sir. 

Are you making any application for your wife? A. Wo sir. 

Have you my children? A. Have ene, 

Whats the name and age ef you child ?.A. Dessie Henry, two 
years old. 

Are you the father ef this @hild? A. Yes sir. 

Whe's the mother? A. Lissie Henry. 

In she a white woman? A. Yes sir. 

Ie she liv Aw You sir. 

Are you married to her? A Yes sir. 

When did you mrry? A. In December 1897, 

Where? A. Clarksevil» darren: Red River County. 


eL2e 


Q 
Q. 
Q 





Have you your marriage enage and certificate with you? A. Ne sir 
iti You @ Y @vidence of your marriace? A. You mean witnesses that 
I was marrie&? 
certificate or any record of the fact of your marriage? A. 
o gir I have not. 
Have you ever made application before this time te this Commission 
my e enrolled as a citizen of the Chootaw Nation personally? 
sir. 
Is your neme on gy of the tribal rolls of the OMectaw Nation? A. 
I suppose not 





The be) pm ! of the Chestaw Nation in the 
@emmiasion heve been sarbfuliy 
examined and the nane eof this applicant does 
rh CpRE therein. 
Q Have you ever. been pant ped te bdtinehship im the Ghoctaw nation 
te she tribsd authorities? 4, Be rire 
OQ, oe you admitted to oltinzenship, in Choctaw ywation by the Cém 
mission $6 the Five giviliszed Tribes wr the Apt of Gongrens of 
Jane 10, 16967 A. No eir,’ | 


Records of persens admitted to citizenship in 

the Choetaw Nation by the Cemiissien te the 

Five Civilizd Tribes wider the Ast ef Congress 

of tim@ 10, 1696 have been carefully. examined 

— the nese. of this applicant does not apr «ar 
eons 


Qe Have vou ever bem admitted 6 eitizenship in the Choctaw wation 
by judement of the mited States Court in the yndian Territory? A. 
Wo sir, } 


Records of persons admitted to citisenship in 
the Ghaotaw watieon by judgment of the United 
States Caurt in Trndian Territory have been 

examined and the name of this appliq 
dant dees not appear therenn. 


Q. You are the grandson of wathaniel Williams? A. Yes sir. 
Qe You olaim your rights under Nationie, Wiliiams? A. I claim to 
ba one of his deseendants yes sir. 


Reference is haréby made te the application of 
Farmie Ann Williams for enrellment ac ch* ti tigen 
of the Choetaw yation Ne BYSR, 


Ciara witchell Weed be first duly evérn states tha: as stenogra- 
er for the Conninsion te the Five qivilized Tribes she reperted 
full all preeeedings had in the above mntitie® cause on the 9th 

day of July, 1901 and that the above md feregeing is a full, true 

and correst trans#oript of her sténegraphio ntes taken on maid dit @s 


ovis Ly BL LL rae ae 


Swteerie diemddeworn' he before we this the 20th any ef yuly 1901. 
- 


r 








yl ZL. 








ars 





s° Departaitnt. of the Titer ior.) 
Commission to the Five Ujyiliged Triven, 
Muskogee, 1 .'I\ May 


c 
*% 


- In. the miter ef! the'sppl ication far enroLinenk-as/diticena vy 
blood of the Ghostaw ation af Yer ager i SEH oe aa aig yt Pig: 


Jems ¥, Brown, |): Sata comnd 
Birdies 3. meg,” pa ass sean 
John Ns Henry) eb als, * 
Sarah Bailie: 7 et. ali, 
Sarah Jane’ Henry, mt 


We M. Cravens, attorney for the several applicants in the 
above named cases, asks that the cases of the severnl applic ates 
herein be combined with, dnd made apart of, the consolidated 
Missise ppi Chectaw case of Elvira Josephine Brown, et al., ¢laim- 
int descent from tho sume @oumon ancestor. Neliie Folsom, 


The request of attorney for applicants is ee the 
Cases of the: rad appiicants hereinbefore named will be combined 
with aid adpereeren % Part of ‘tite.,con ated Mississippi Chestaw 
Gase Of Kivira Josephine row, et al., M,C,R. S68ly |. ; 





ra Ro aermirikced 
stenographer: 00’ the | 
reported; invty 


duly sworn on his. oath wietee i 
Lon. 


+0 the Vive Civilined ‘fribem he : ie. 
dinge Wain the above Seek ed gause: 
Ve ond Toregoing is d fhliy. tires | 


tan 
the - 





been os” Yu the niger of ‘te | appa 
ror identification. thatthe chet te ¢ 
my ef thay N. Hen 


pas 


WD wt Cravens attorney for’ applicants: 


~ 


> 


vane N. Neary ‘sides tiret ‘ay @worn testifies an ¥¢alXows: 


as 


Bramination by Counissi on: 


petal Betas oe Re 
u orth mre ee Aadoy Is fT. 
mor whee Mismages, Indian ter- 
ea AY Mesag Nation ? A. Yes 
af tae tent 41, bet . 





Feta T. Reary, et al., #2 


All the. applicants in your case and in the case of Elvira d. 
Brown, M4 Fact Claiming descent from the same common ancester, 
Wellies: pom, Amd om motion Of iyour attorney, Mr. Willian 
Sravens UD. CARS WAR BO tranatarred and made a part of the 
consoliskt id cage of Elvira Ji; Brewn, et al., M, C RR. 5651, 
to be editshdered as am application for identifi cation as a 
Mississippi Chectaw ? A. Yes sir, 

De you desire the case te be so transferred amd the record 

to stand az made at that ‘time and have it consolidated witk 
the case of Elvira J. Brown, et al., and considered as a Migs- 
issippi Choctaw application 7 A. Yes sir, I do« 

How much Choetaw bleed do you claim 7? A. Ohe eighth. 

You oleimt to be an one eithth Choctaw? A’ Yes sir. 

Whet ig the name of your father ? A. Wilson Richard Henry. 

Is he a white er an Indian ? A. White man. 

Whiteman? A’ Yes sir. 

Is he living ? A, Yes sir. 

Wheat is the mame of your mother ? A. Sarah Jane Henry. 

Ig she living ? A, Yes sir. 

Is she a:white woman or an Indian ? A. She is an Indian. 

How much Chostaw bleed doses she’ claim ? A. One fourth. 
Fromwhich parent dees she dérive her Choctaw blood ? A. Her 
father. 

What is hig name ? A. Nathaniel Williams. 

Is he living ? A. Ho sir. 

How mush Choctaw blood did he claim ? A. Ome half. 

From whom did he derive his Choctaw bloed ? A. From Nellie 
Folsom. al 

What relatien was Nellie Folsom to him ? A. His mother. 

Then Nellie Foleom must have been her maiden name ? A. Yes 
sir. 

Of how much Choctaw.bledd was Nellie Folsom possessed of ? 
Full bleod. 

Ant she is the akcegtor through whem you claim ? A. Yes 

sir. 

De you mk ear pefore the Commission at this time amd make 
this application, olaiming a right to share in the Choctaw 
lemds, indiaw Territory, for yourself and children, under the 
pare of the fourteenth artiole of the treaty of 1850 ? 

es. sir. ' 

De you umderstand the fourteenth article of the treaty of 
1830°? A. Yes air. 
<Did Nellie Folsom, or amy other of your Choestaw ancestors ever 
comply or attempted to comply. with the provisions of the 
fourteenth article of the treaty of 1830, kmown asthe treaty 

of Di g Rabbit Creek ? A. I do mot knew; it is old family 


* &. “7 : ry bRiy ar ; . 
owned ‘land there. : 

How did she get this land, do you know ?°A. I do net know. 
Did she get this land from the United States Goverment as 
a Choctaw Indian under ‘the provisions of the fourteenta art- 
iele ef the treaty of 1850 7.A. I do not know; all I know is 
that she had lamd there in Migsisesippi. 


, 
‘ 


e 


> 2 es © © @ 8 


a. | 
| 
Q 
Q 
Q 
8 
Q 
Q 
@. 
Q. 
Q 
Q 
Q 
t 
Q 


o 





Jenn i. Nenry, et al,, #3 


x Ph end of Missis 4? I 4e not knew. 
‘e ot Teta 3 . Sena which  senats tuted the 4 


: rh 
Bey ren ite stuhy Fyaerde, of aay tn er Ao fmett, pete : ae 
Yolsem Ghostew ancestor through whem you mre th YFeoeived 


this + hind from the United States: Govemment as a Chootaw 
Tudian, under the p ap str te sf the fourteenth artigle of the 


pages "ef 1830 ? 

eavead by rete a pte somes or 
oe. in e s a 

‘wish te file with the Geumd seion: today: ? A, Ne sir. i 


The applicant has dark sl: ain ae ‘medium fair o exion; 
dark brown’ and the fea pase of +e 
perantege; has knowledge of any act compliance on the 
part of of his ancestors with any of the provisiens of 
the fourteenth article of the treaty eft 2230, 


Q. o you uideretand or speak the Chectaw language 7? A. He 
ry 


By atterney for applicant, 


. Q. Where were yo raised’? A. In Texas. 
Q. You: canzot taik Gheetaw ? A. No sir. 
Q. And you cannot usderstand it 7 A, No sir. 


S eateatbetedlt Ieethetinenetedl 


Fred ¥, Kinkade, being dwy sworn, on sath states that as 
pane her to the Gomaission to the ray, 22 Civilised Tribes he 
the prese had in the above } at Muskegeea, Indian 
territery June 27, 1902, that the abeve is a true and correct 
transcript of his Stenegraphie notes taken in said cause. 


j 





UU Keon 2 


Subscribed gud sworn te before me this Zo day of June , 1902, 





Choctaw R729. 


Ay 


Muskogee, Indian Yerritory, Apri} 21, 190%. 


John N. Henry, 
“““Ggadde, Indian Territory, 
Dear’ Sir: 


i 


Pe Beoeipt is hereby, abknowledged of the affidavit of John ¥. 
Remy: anageitnt affidavit of F. M. Gimmons end Thomas Owen, offered 
in. the matter ef the application of John W. Henry to be identirioe as 
a Choctaw Indian, in response to our communication of Maroh 21,1902, 


notify ing .you that you would be allowed thirty days from the date 


thereof within which te submit to the Commission an affidevit, ‘sors 
Foborated by two witnesses, showing that you and your child are en- 
titled th be identified as Wiseinsipp’ Chootaws under tho provisions 
of the tWeriey first seotion of the aot of Jongress of June 26, 1696. 
These eff idavite neve been filed with the recora# ef thé 
Gtamie0 ion. ana you are now edviced thet it 2¢:davyour: intention, to 
attempt td ‘Stove sueh rights’ as you and your ohild olaim as de soen- 
dants of “chootem Indians who domplicd or atteapted to comply with “the 
eri stone ef the fourteenth attire, of the treaty of 1830 between” 


ry * 
J 





oe ae 
as. rou oer ve ahie to wecure 1m pupyers of. e014 Gllegetions, »: 

Le te vou are. further advised that'yéu Wild've ai2owed titrty: 
dayn trom. the date herecf within whkon %o submit evidence; and if; 
at the expiration of that time; no ‘personal hentinony substantiating 
the. allegations in the effidavite now filed 4s presented, the. Come: 
miseton will consider that you do not wish to proseoute the otein. as 
Mipsisndpps Chootaws, and that the ease ig completed, and it vin 


progeed: to render its decision as. ‘te: your rights to enrollment as 
citizens of the Chootaw Nation and to identifieation as Miesiggippi 
Cheotawé,. Which decision will be duly made known to you when rendered 


Yours truly, 


Asting Chairman. 








Muskogee, Indian Territery, Py 25, 1902. 


Mrs, Liazie Henry, 
Sg SOME tavien Territory, 

Regeapt is hereby acknowledged ef your letter of the 
28th insty, giving tnformébion in regard te the birth aurtirionte 
effered for filing in the case of you miner #ntld Debete Henry. 

The information given by you emibles the Cemissidn to 
id@ntify Deesie Henry as the daughter of Jom Uy Reury and Lisnie 
Hem‘y. 

Tt appears from our reodyds timat Jotm N, Henry is an 
applicant to this Oomalasion for the identéfieation of himself and 
hip minor child, Deesie Hanty, tia Wigeiesinh’ Chectawe, At the 
time ho mate application he gate the name of bis wife as Lizzie 
Heatyy a non-eitizen, 

The eortifignte, being in due form, is filed with the 
Feqord in thin ease, 

Yours truly, 








Mis Re: 868% 


OGPRY.: 


indian Territery, January 7; 1903. 


John We Henry, 

Caddo, Indian Yerritorys 
Dear Sir: i ee 

You are hereby advised that on the th dey of January » 

1903, the Commission to the Five Civilized Tripew reidéred a deote- 
4on in the conselidated oase of Mvira Josephine Brown et ale, 
enbracing the following applications fer identification an 
Mississippi Chootaws: 


Bivira Josephine Brown, M,C+Rq 5631 
Mattie Jane Watson, et als, Me CaRe 5634 
Minnie M, Griffith, M,O.Ry 5635 
Sarah Jane Henry Me OgRe 1558 
Gereh Belne Henry; 6t alc, M.C,H. 5658 
Jonn By. Henry, et ele, M.C.R,’ S653 
Birdie % Kelly, MeGeRy 5684 
Blijeh Willions, et als, MCR rie 
Mary snares sae et. als, M.OeRe 56350 
Almeda Cs Brown, et "ales MyCeRe 5633 
Tents Ny Brown, M,CeRs ‘S658 
Mary J. Vateon, ot als M.CyRe 5647 
Margeret L. Tramel, et als, Ms CLR 2 


theee applications weré made under the provision of the 
mot of Congress of Tune 28, 1698 (30 Stats, , 496), whioh is as Tol« 
lowss 





ta at Se Gueaten ingdee gt Ae 
* tuw Indiane 0 +040. ‘ehe Cheet 
Lande. under artiole for ‘et tne “between, the: Ui 





JeNeHe~2 


Said decision’ concludes as followst 


“It is therefore the opinion of this Commission that the 
evidence herein is insufficient to determine the identity of Hlvira 
Josephine Brown, Mattie Jane Watson, Minnie Belle Watson, Sallie 
Watson, Auti Watson, Minnie Me Griffith, Sarah Jane Henry, Sarah 
Belle Henry, Birdie » .7ohn. Me Henry, Desaie ea ttiene, Fe 
Kehiy, Elijah Williems, Eugene My Willdams, Arthur My ¥2 

dilie May Williams Rutha Belle Williams, Mary haateiene: Todd, 
yeaee Lee Todd, william Virgil Todd, Almeda C, Brown, Johnnie D. 
Brown, Katie Lee Brown, Alice Gertrude Brown, Minnie BE. Brown, 
Bertha May Brown, Cora Myrtle Brown, Mamie May Brown, James XN. 
Brown, Mary J. Watson, Annie Ethel Watson, Maggie Gertrude Watson, 
Eva Neal Watson, Margaret L. Trammel, Thomas J. Trammel, Sarah C. 
Trammel, Frank tramel, Arthur L,. Tramuel, Willie B. Trammel and 
Ethel Pearl Trammel, as Choctaw Indians entitled to rights in the 
Choctaw lands under the provisions of said article fourteen of the 
treaty of eighteen hundred and thirty, and that the applications 
for their identification as such should be refused, and it is so 
ordered, * 


You sre further advised that you will be allowed fifteen 
days from the date hereof within which to file arguments in this 
office, and that at the expiration of said time the papers in the 


case, together with such arguments, will be forwarded to the 


Secretary of the Interior through the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 


Respectfully, 


Cr 


Registereds Aoting Chairman. 








Choctaw 3747 
MOR 6652 

* (8683 

bad $654 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, February 6, 1903. 


Mike Halpin, 
Caddo, Indian Territory, 


Dear Sir: 

neseipt in hereby acknowledged of your letter of January 
26, in which you state that you have an allotment on certain land 
described by you and that the land adjoining is occupied by court 
Claimants named John and Belle Henry and Bertie Kelly and ask to 
be advised of the. status of their olaim. 

In reply to your letter you are advised that it appears 
from our records that Sarah B. Henry, John N. Henry and Birdie F. 
Kelly are applicants to this Commission for identification as 
Mississippi Ohoot avs and, on January 7, 1903, the Commi so ion 
rendered its decision refusing. she) appadentione’ of Ans rine ‘nelle . 
persons, 

The matter of the classific@tion of the lands described 
by you has been made the subject of another communication. 


Respectfully, 





Commissioner in Charge. 





M,0. 2.5688, 
¥, 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, December 3, 1995, 


gohn N, Honry, 
Gaddo, Indian territory. 
Dear Sir: 

You are hereby motified that on the fist day of Novem 
ber, 1908, the Seoretary of the Interior affirmed the decision of 
this Commission refusing the applications for identification as 
Mississippi Choctaws of the several persons included in the con 


solidated case of Blvira Josephine Brown et al., of which deocis- 
ion you were advised by registered mail on the 7th day of Jamary, 
1903, 


Respectfully, 


‘ 4 
Tame a an lane 
Wee ie ade ee bo 


Mhairiaan. 








B.O4k. 6663 


Musckoges, Indian forritory, April 15, 1904. 


John H. Honry, 

Oedfo, indian Territory. 
Dear bir: 

Reaeipt 4s hereby acknowledged of: your letter of April &, 
1904, in which you state that some persons in the consolidated 
Mississippi Choctaw case of Zlvira Josephine Brown, et al., hav 
boen notified by the Gommiesion thet their ovidense was sufficient 
and that they would be allowed to have land set aside for them 
"until the final wind-up of Indian affairs." You ask to be ad- 
vised if thia.ie correct, 

in reply to your Lotter you are 4nformod that on Novembor 
21, 31903, the Secretary of the Inte rior approved the decision Aug 
the Comission refusing the applicdtion® © of the pevoral parsons 


jnoiuded in the conpolidates Niseissaippi Ghootaw case of Elvira 


Josephine Brow, et al., of which your application was eo part, end 


‘of which Departmental aotion the several applicants 4n gaid oon- 


solidated gape were notified on pedember 3, 1903. 





fhe Commission now conotésre this case closed, and it 16 not 





pelioved that any of the persons {noluded. in the consolidated 





hissiessippi Ghootaw case above mentioned are in any mamor en- 


titled to possessory rights in the tribal property of the Qhoct aw 


and Chickasaw Nations; therefore, no land in the Ghoctaw and 


Chickasaw Sations See Be reese eR Fron PretMene Por your eS" RET 


tespectfully, 


Gommiosioner in Cherge. 








ee SOE SD oa 
* No. Morr ide = 


For Identification as a Mississippi Choctaw. 


Date nly) ae CY OF 
Name we Y44 pica 7 
ie Blood Vie 
Post-Office. oe Re a 
Wether: LU idowae 7A Merny v7 
Mother( FE ee VHB. Ce - 
a “yn at. 
Cbg Mon: 
TPL 
Camin fon Out 17 hibit 


Children 


Nkeect Moony 2 





Of” . 
wStenographer © SS ZA Weed 





MEMORANDUM. 


CMOS Us “ne L739 
Dale july y ie 
Name } Bly Wy y / Ks 
Age DS 

Post- Office (% Nh /?) LW, Ly 
Farner: Cl dbton (AP ras ; 
MOTHER,’ Sup th J. Neier = 
(Causs UY Ot ote Weoltity) 
Children - 


Nitsve Meir rg Q 
MO THE P: Ml gue M ay } 


(! Vwi Or VY “if / Citi) 








Choctaw MCR S654 
ep; cdie ; FE Kelly 
See M CR 563] 
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fr 
ae if 


ss as Fag et ied Enterier, 
seibe to the Five Givilized Tribes, 
Ts PeTuly Vy 1901. 
inthe matter of the appliastion fe enreliment an « oftizon 
by Riced of the Choctaw Bation of Birdie MUike; 


ApplisantPepreserted by H. 1. stone, Attorney, 


eee carter Nil tp maitre ce ww ds a hs sd 


Birdie 7, Kelly beitg first duly sworn by Commissioner preckinridce 
testified as fallows: .. 


Puemination by the Commission, 


What is your name? A. Birdie FR. Welly. 

How o14 are you? A. 83 next Monday: 

Where do you live? A, I livé in the Choctaw Mation. 

Whats your Post office? A. cadde, Indian Territory. 

Hew Leng have you. 1iged in the Choctaw Ration? A. I came last 

Ary = 

This present gear? A Yes. sir, 

Is that the only residence you've ever maintained in the Indian 
Territory? A. Yes sir. 

Where did you live befere that? A. Texas, 

How long did you live in Texas? A. I was. bern and raised in Texas. 

Vhat is your fathers name 7 A. Whlson Riehard Henry 

Is your father living? A. Yes sir. 

Whats your mothers name? A. Sarah Jane Henry. 

Your mother ia living? A. Yes sir. 

Through which one of your parentszy do you claim your Chectaw b leod 
A, My mother, 

How much ghectaw bjoed do -ou claim? A. One-eighth. ° 

Have you ever mide applica ion before this time or harganyone 
applied fer you? A, My mother did. 

When? A, January was a year ago. 

Arve you married? A, Yes sir. 

Have you my children? A, Wo sir. 

Want to make application for your husband? A. No sir for myself 
alene, ‘ 

Have vou ever Wen enrélied by the Choctaw tribal authorities 
of the Indian Territory? A. No t that I know of. 


The tribal wells of the Choctaw Nation im the 
posnesnion of the Commission have been carefully 

a and the. mame of this applicant dees net 
appe " therven. 


Have you eyes? been samitted to Sitinwashis in the Choctaw wation 
a4 the ¢ w tribe theritios? A. sir not that I knew 





Were you admitted te ey Spe ie in ihe ataw Nation by the is 
Comnisnidn to the Five, Giviiized Trib weer der the Act of dom!) 
grew BF dine $0; 1000-A MA vir, 


Rai ae ny eer ; | Me ik ta. A 
Ei ied Sige ag ieee, Sy 
‘ at ie oe ty ms a ae. : $9 


‘ 
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7 
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Birdie ¥, Keliy=*-2s 


Givilised & odes ave | the Ast of Congress . 
of sume 10; 2896 beam garefuaiy e+ 
amined and the Hm of this epplicant. does 
pot aprear therees. 


Qa. pare ever been sant t ted” tobi tizenaeip in the Choctaw wation 
w enent 6f. the Waited States Court in the Indie Terri- 
tory? A. Ne sir: 4 ee 


ne reeords ef petsens aduitted te oit~ 

tzenship in the. Cheotaw Ration wy judgment 

ef the United: Htates Gourt im the Indias 

Territory haresbaen sarefally examined and 

= name of this .applicam® dees not appesr 
Teche ‘ 


‘% 


Ara vou the daughter 6f Sarah Jane Henry? 4. Yes sir. 
the was the daughter ef Fathaniel mg? A,» You sire 
You diaim your rights as 4 descendant, oF Hathanied Williams? A. 
Yos aif. 

H- 4 


Reference is hireby made te the application 
of Pannie Am .,wilL fer enrelinent as & 
citizen of the Chpctaw Hation RT52. 


Clara Mitehell Weed being first duly sworn states that AS 
atonegraphar for the Gemiission to the. Five Civilised Tribes she 
reported in full all proceedings had in thie above entitled cause 
en the 9th day of yuly, 1902, and that the above and foregoing is & 
full, true and corres’ transoript of her stenographic notes taken 
on said date in sa d cause, 


eywbseribed and sworn to before me this 26th day ef July, 1901, 








Le 








Tames. By’ ‘Beding ge? Choctaw! Here 
Birdie F, Keliy, BS Choctam B-? 
Join Me. Renry ot! ai re Chectem: R- 739, 
Sarah Billie heey. ak Chentaw 2-7336,,/ 
Sarah Jane Henry; ail Chectaw R735, 


W. M,:Gravens, attorney for the several asittonnte te 
above nanétl ‘cases, asks that the cases of the several Soest an ants 
herein be Som ined with, and made'a part of, the condolidated 
Missi sa ppi Choctaw case of Elvira. Josephine Brown, et al., olaim~ 
4vif descent from the same ‘common anise stor Neliie Folsom. 


The request of attorney: for applicant s is granted, und, the 
gases of thé. several applicants hersinbefore named wild be combined | 
with and @otsidered .o part.of the consolidated Mis alseinpd, ‘Gaoiaw 
ease of Rivire TOR Rw: al ot al) M.C.R. 5631. . 





9. Romeiwimkell’ doe 


er) eat 





Dont seroN ‘v0 rie FIVE otymrm ‘TRIES. 
Muskogee , Indian Territory, 
June aT, 1982, 


‘ mere, 
+ 


ws 


haaniationts sere cats : Pps esties Sobethe.” Biesticontel 
antifioatien pf hers a bsipy aw. amen 
Foohisnagy of Birdie ¥. Kelly. ¥ ‘ } 


Willian Cravens attorney for applicant. 


Birdie F. Kelly being first @uly sworn toatitien as fellows: 


Reami nation by: Gommal epion; 


What 18 your mame 7 A. Birdie ¥. Be ATY 
What in your ‘age ? A. Twenty-four 
What is your post: ehh gh Ag-gsa 2 pm Gadde. 
ine Terri tA, Yes Gadde, I. T, 
die Fy Ke. ports Who appeared before 
Per ‘pmrollment as @ citizen 
#0. 7 A. Yes sir. 
Manne Heary. 


~~ 


ner? A. Saran Take Keay 


PEeLhe 





+). + 


A te in an Tadinn,, = 


e.2 





Birdie F. Kelly #2 


What is his name ? A. Nathaniel Williams. 
Is he living ? A. Wo sir. 
How muck Choctaw blood did he elamim to be posseased of ? 
Que half. 
Threugh whom did he derive his Choctaw blood ? A. From his 
mother. 
Om May 21, 1902, FXvira J. prowm, andothers, descendants of 
Nellie Felson, appeared before this Commission at Muskogee, 
Imdian Territery, and made applications for identification as 
Mississippi Chectaw Indians, at that time, your attorney, Mr. 
William Cravens, moved the Gommission to cancel your appii- 
dation for emroilment as a citizem by bloed of the Choctaw 
Nation and trmsfer the record as madé in your case ani consid- 
er it as am application for identifi cation as a Mississippi 
Chectaw, and asked that it be combimed with and made a part 
ef the consolidated Mississippi Chectaw case of Elvira J. 
Brown, et al., M. GO. R. 5631 ? A. Yes sir. 
You desire to have that done do you ? A. Yes sir. 
You degire te have your application for enrollment as a 
citizem by bleod of the Choctaw Nation camceled and your cage 
consedered with the gomsolidated case of Elvira J. Brow, et al 
M. C. R. 5631, all the applicants claiming descent from the 
game common amcestor ? A, Yes sir. 
You claim descent from the same common g@cestor as Elvira J. 
Brown and ethers ? A Yes air. 
Nellie Folsem ? A. Yes sir. 
In the claim that you are making now for idemtification as a 
Mississippi Chectaw Indian, you claim a right to share in the 
Chectaw lands in Indian Territory for yourself under the pre- 
visions of. the fourteenth article ef the treaty of 1850 ? 
Yes sir. 
De you understand the provisions of the ® urteenth article 
of the treaty ofl193$0 7? A. Yes sir. ; 
You do ? A. I think wm. ‘ 4 
You base your right te identification asa Mississippi Choc- 
taw under the previsiens of the fourteenth article of the 
treaty of 1830, elaiming through one Wellie Folsom 7? A. Yes sir, 
Q. Do you kmow any thing about any act of compliance or attempted 
compliance with the provisioms of the Surteen article of the 
treaty of 1830 on the part ofseld wellie Folsom ? 
No sir. 
Have yeu any further proof or offer that woyld tend to show 
amy compliance on the part of Neillie Folsom with the provisions 
ofarticle fourteen of the treaty of 1850, than the evidence 
already in this came -- in the case of yor relatives with 
whese cases you desire to have your case combined ? A. No sir. 
Have you any evidence, im the shape of affidavits or papers, 
hod any witnesses that you desire to idtroduce here to day ? 
o sir. 





The applicant has dark-gray eyes; brows hair; features and 
appearance of a person of white paremtage; se hag no knowl- 
edge of amy act of compliange on the part oe any ef her amecst- 
ers with any of the provisions ef the fourteenth article of 
the treaty ef 1850. 
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By the Choma keh, gx bi ame | 
ow Pes roy understand: 2 ar He the cuoaten Aaaruace , ts Wer sir, 
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») Fired ¥.) Wipkede, - Ve as avay eworn, ow his oakt states 
that os. yaphér ane Pay A te the Five Civilised Tribes 
re repérted in fu) ult preowattn ad in‘ the abeve osuse « Mug . 
i ark Baa Te. Sion 2; that the above is a true” he: 
1 Eada pe it hag tapered e notes taken on seid’ °° 
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. Kt BF if hey abe. 


Subseribed und ‘sworn to before me this June 3D, 1902. 








choetaw R 740, 
Muskogee, Indien Territory, April 21, 1902, Ae 


Birdie Fr. Kelley, 
“ Qeddo, Indian Territory, 


Dear Madan: 


Receipt is herepy seknowledged of the affidavit of Birdie 
. Kelley and joiht affidavit of ¥. M. Simmons and Thomal,owen, ofé 
fered in the matter of the application of nirdie F. Kelley to he 
identified as a Chooteaw Indian, in response to our communication of 
March 21, 1902, notifying you that you would be allowed thirty days 
from the date thereof ‘within which to submit to the Commission an 
affidavit, corrodérated by two witnesses, showing that you are enti- 
tled to be identified as a Mississippi Chootaw. under the provisions. 
of the twenty firet seetion of the act of Congress of June 25, 1898. 

These affidavite have Deen filed with the records of the 
Commission and yeu are now advised that ig it is your intention te ; 
preve such richte. as yeu olaim as a @esdendant. of Ghoctaw Indians who 
“complied w, ‘ottenp ted to comply with: the; provisions of the fourteen. 
article of the trenty'| of 1830 hesweih the United States and the Choo- 





teaw ANA: 5) will be neowenary for you to per aona Ly apy n 





i 
aS 


ay % 


hk Qckahnn ian with: gush witnesses fn ‘you may, be able to sequre:in | 


eappee’t said allegations, 

You are further advised. that. you will be ellowed ehirgy be 
days. fron the date hereut within. ‘whlow to sutmit evidence} and it, 
at ‘the “expiration of that tine, no personal testimony substantiating 
‘the’ #1 Lagat ions ih the -sitfidaytts now filed ts presented, the: Con- 
minnion ‘will consider thet. you do not wish to prosdoute the oisim ie 
a winadee iggy Cheotaw,; and that the suse is completed, and it «fii 
_progesa to: Pinder ite déoision as to your right to enrollment ag & 
citizen of the Cnéectaw Nation and to identification as a Wisatebippa 
Choctaw, which ‘decision wilt be duly made known to you when rendered. 


Yours truly, 


Acting Ghairman, 








M.CsR. 8654 


YOR ‘4 


Indian fetritory, January 7, 1903. 


Birdie FF. Kelly, 
Caddo, Indian Territory. 

Dear Madam: 

You are hereby advised that on the 7th day of January, 
1905, the Commisaion to the Pive Civilized ‘Tribes rendered a decis~ 
ion in the conselidated case of Elvira Josephine Brown, et al., 
embracing the following applications for identification as 
Mississippi Choetaws: 


Elvira Josephine Brown, M,C.Rs 5631 
Mattie Jane Watson, et al., M,CoRs 5634 
Minnie M. Griffith, M.C.Ry 8635 
Sarah Jane Henry, MyO.Rs. 1388 
Sareh Belie Henry, et al., M.CsRs- $682 
John By Henry, et al., Ms@iR. 5683 
Birdie F. Kelly, M.C.Re 8654 
Mijah Williams et @le, M.C.R. 5632 
Mary dalene Todd, et al., M.GeRs. 8636 
Almeda G. Brown, et al., M.C.Rs. 5633 
Janes B. Brown, M.C.R. 5658 
Mary ‘De Vatson, et al. M.CeoRs 6647 
Mafgaret Ls Trammel, et al., M.C.Rs 2 


These applications were made under the provision of the 
met of Congress of June 28, 1898 (36 Stats.,495), which is as fol- 
Lows: 


“Said Commission shail have authority to determine the 








4 ‘in the. Choctaw 
lands under article fourteén of the treaty between the United 
States and the Choctaw Nation, soneluded September twenty~ 
seventh, eighteen hundred ant thirty, ard te that end may ef+ 
minister baths, examine withesses ‘and perform. ail other acts 
Sataehetacereney and make report to the Secretary of the 
nterior, % 


te 





BeF.K.=-2 


Said decision concludes as follows: 


"It is therefore the opinion of this Commission that the 
evidence herein is insufficient to determine the identity of Elvira 
Josephine Brown, Mattie Jane Watson, Minnie Belle Watson, Sallie 
Watson, Auti Watson, Minnie M,. Griffith, Sarah Jane Henry, Sarah 
Belle Henry, Birdie Henry, John N. Henry, Dessie Henry, Birdie F. 
Kelly, Blijah Williams, Eugene Ns Williams, Arthur WN. Williams, 
Willie May wii hiane Rutha Belle Williams, Mary Magdalene Todd 
Janse Lee Todd, William Virgil Tedd; Almeda C, Brown, Johnnie >. 
- Browny Katie, Lee Brown, Alice Gertrude Brow’, Minnie E. Brown, 
Bertha May Brown, Cora iyrtle. Brow. mile May Brown, James N. 
Brown, Mary J+ Wateon, Annie Bthek Vateon, ie Gertrude Watson, 
Eve Neal Watson, Margaret Ls Trammel, Themae-J. Trammel, Sarah C. 
Tremel, Prank treme, Arthur Ly, Trammel, Willie B. Trammel and 
Bthel Pearl Tramel, aa Choctaw Indians entitled to rbéghts in the 
Choctaw lands under the provisions of said.article fourteen of the 
treaty of eighteen hundred and thirty, and that the applications 
eee their identification as such should be refused, and it is so 
ordered; 


You ar@ further advised. that you will be allowed fifteen 


days from the date hereof within which to file arguments in this 


office,,and that at‘the expiration of said time the papers in the 
case, together with such arguments, will be forwarded to the 
Secretary of the Interior through the Commissionor of Indian Affairs. 


Respectfully, 


Registered. Aoting Chairman. 








Muskogee, Indian Territory, yebruary 6, 1903, 


Mike Halpin, 

Caddo, Indian Territory, 

Dear sirt 

weceipt is hereby acknowledged of your letter of January 
26, in which you state that you have an allotment on certain land 
desoribed by you and that the land adjoining is occupied by court 
Glaimants nemed John and Belle Henry and Bertie Kelly and ask to 
be advised of the status of their olaim, 

In reply to your letter you are advised that it appears 
from our records that Sarah B, Henry, John NH. Henry and Birdie ¥. 
Kelly are applicants to this Gormission for identification as 
Mississippi Choot ars and, on January 7, 19035, the Commiasion 


rendered its decision refusing the applications Of. the abo 
‘persons, , 

The matter of the classific@tion of the lands described 
by you has been made the subject of another communication, 


Respectfully, 





Gemmissioner in Gharge, 





Birdie F. Kelly, 
Oaddo, Iniian Torritory. 


Dear Madam: 

You gite hereby notified that on the 21st day of Novem- 
ber, 1995, the Seoretary of the Interior affirmed the decision of 
this Commission refusing the applications for identification as 
Mississippi Choctaws of the several perggns inolmded in the oon 
solidated oase of Blvira Josephine Brown et al., of which deois- 
ion you were advised by registered mail on the 7th day of Jamary, 


1905. 
Respeotfully, 
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DEPARTMENT OF on Sere 
COMMIESION TO eit WRIERS, 
Colbert I. Te, vt 20, 1900. 


In the Matter of the Application of: 
: 
Wesley C. Clark et al, for Enrollment: Choctaw - R.-671. 


as Citizens of the Ghectaw Nation. 


Wesley C, Clark, being first duly sworn by Acting Chairman 


Bixby, testified as follows: 


What is your name? A Wesley C. Clark. 

How old are you? A 33 years. 

What is your postoffice address? A Armstrong, I. T. 

How long have you lived in the Ind. Ter.? A is years. 

Where were you born? A Tennessee. 

What is your father's name? A M. C. Cairk. 

Is he living? A Yes sir. 

Is he a Choctaw Indian? A Yes sir. 

What proportion of Choetaw blood does he claim? A 1/4. 

Has his name ever been on the tribal rolls? <A Wo sir. 

What is your mother's name? A Wancy. 

Isshe living? A Yes sir. 

Is she a bite woman? A Yes sir. 

You claim to be a Choctew Indian by blood? A Yep sir. 

What proportion have you of Chestaw plood? A 1/8. 

Has your name ever been pn the tribal rolls? A Mo sir. 

Have you ever been recogiized by the tribal authorities of the 
Choctaw Nation? A Wo sir. 

Did you ever apply to the Choctaw authorities for enrollment? 
Yes, I applied in '96. . 

Your name was in the application with your father? A Yes sir. 
You applied t@ the Chootaw.coumeil? A Yes sir. 

And was rejected? A Yes sir. 

And took an appeal to the U. 8. Court? A Yes sir. 

What action dé@ the U. 8. Court take? A It claimed it had no juria- 
diction in my case, 

Do you apply for your wife as an dntermarried citisen of the Choc” 
taw Nation? A Yes sir. 

What is her name? A 

How. old is she? A 28 years. 

What is her father's name? A Wn. Halsell. 

Is he living? A’ Wo. 

What is her mother's name? A Esther. 

Is she living? A Yeas sir. 

Your wife is a white womat? A Yes sir. 

She has never claimed citizenship im any of the Five Tribes? A No. 
Where did you marry her? A Durant, I. 7. 
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When? A In bag od aes 
De you wish te ffer your marriage certificate and license in svi- 
dence? A Yes sir. 
Marriage license and certificate of Wesley C. Clark 
and Boma Halsell effered in evidence, marked Exhibit 
A,, and made @ par} of this record. ; 
What are the names and ams of your en? A Xarnest W, born 
Dec, 4, 1804, Vernon 4, born Jan 12, 1996, Artha R. born May 9, 
1807, and Matte L. born ang. 10,1869. 
These children ate all living at. heme with you? A Yes sir. 
Ie there anything else you would like to state? A Mo sir. 











denise To 7m av Ps, :- eg 


pet: 
Kuskngee: atepian Terr ory,lay 22 


yl902. 
matter ef the auek sinh then: of Wesley C, Clark for 


‘es, Line: ‘Sadouataaeten of himpelfg and his five minor ldrén ,Barneat ¥. , 
ee Mayatthe: RiyMattie L.., and Ide Clark,as Mississippi Chodtews: 


APPEARANCES: J.0.Po0/,Attorney for applicants, 


Said Wesley C. Clark,being first duly sworn,testified as 
Tellows: 


ae 


Ruatwination by the ‘Coimission. | 


What is your:-mame? A Wé@ley C. Clark: 
Q What is your age? AS Dafa. born in "6'7~about thirty-four years 
eld, *. 
Q What is your pos toffice aaidress? A Bee, indian Territory. 
Q How long have you lived at Bee? A I moved there the first of 
January. 
Q How long have you lived in Indian Territory? A  Abeut twenty 
yéears. 
Q Where did you live before that? A I lived at Armstrong ,Indian 
Territory. 
Q Before you lived in the Territory where. didiyou live? A I was 
born in Tennessee, 

Where in Tennessee? A I couldn't tell you. - 


“You went from Tennegsee where? A TIT dome to Texaa and weak dental’ - 


Is your father living? A Nowsir, 

Is your mother Living? A Yes‘ sir. 

What was your father's fame? A. Moses C. Clark. 

‘What is your gather ta: name? A Nanoy ¥. Clark. 
ts you. claim poste your father or mother? A Father. 
ey mach Choctaw’ biped do yoy claim? A One-eighth. 

Has your father ever been regagpised amv-any way or enrolled” as a 
ae of the Choctaw Tribe of Indiana by the Choctaw Tribal .author- 
sot ArT Soy the: United States aut#orities in Indian Territory? A 

° . 
‘Have you ete ‘proof of the. marr Lage Sor Kor father and mother 
ba you at this time? A We bah 
Q Could you tell when and where * they oot married? yee 6 don't 
know that I:could unless théy were: married in Georgie, I don: t 
recollect. 





Reasonable time will pe ctioveasesutia thirty: daya: Trem 
., bhe date -hereef, in shia, Saha Antpbdue mpeh ‘evidenge. 





Wesley C, Clark,et al-~B 


Give me the name of the eld@st,under age? A Marnést W. Clark. 
Give me the name of the next child? A Vernon A. 
How old ia Earnest? A Sevén past, 
How old Am Vernon A.?® A -Six years old. 
What's’ thé name of the ext? A Artha R. 
Is that. @ boy or girl? A. Girl. 
How 014? A Four past. 
Are Verrion and Barnest Yoys? A, Yes sir, 
And Arthea R. is a-gifl? <A Yes sir. 
What's the name of the next chita?*:A Mattie L. 
Girl? A Yes sir’. 
How, old is she? A ‘Two yeark old;past. 
Any other children? A Yes sir,I have a baby. 
g Wuat's the name of the haby? A Ida. 
Hew'old is Ida? A She's about nine months old. 
Is Bmma Clark the mother of these children? A Yes sir. 
And you are the father of them al1? A Yes sir. 
Are they living with you at your home ,tcgethsr with your wife? 
Yes sir. 
When and where were you marrie d to your wife Buma? A In '94, 
What day of the month? A On the 4th day of February. 
At what place? A. Durant,Indian Territory. 
| Have you the proof of that marriage with you now? A No gir,this 
ommission has it somewhere, It was terned in to them at Colbert. 


Copy of marriage li¢ense and certificate of the marriage 
of Wesley C. Clark and Miss Emma Halsell is found in the 
records of the’ Commis#ion., 


Q You made an application,aid you not,for enrollment to the Com- 
mission et Colbert, Indian Territory ,June 20,1900? A My father did. 
Q Did you also? A Yessir. 


Choctaw R-671 is referred to here as the number’ of seid 
application of this applicané for enrollment ‘as citizens 
of the Choctaw Nation for himself and children. 


Q Is this application made at Calbdert,Indian Territory,Jume 20, 
1900, the only lication that: you have ever made to the Dawes Com- 
mission previous to: this aprlication? A ‘Yes sir. 

Q ‘Do. you want to have the recoris riadé in that application consid 
ered pAvW'se apart of this present applivation--in other words ,do 





you went to withdraw that application and have it all considered 
UNah, Preper ae 5 ny 

By Mr.Pool: re 

Yes air, I don’t know whether he applied in that for 

his wife,or not,but if he did I ask that shé be eliminated 

from the present application, Ly 
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Weskey C. Clark,et al--3 


taade @ part of thés present application for yourself and 
@hiidren? 


Applicant: 
Yes sir. 


Examination by the Commission: 


Q At that time you made application for these children; Earnest W., 
ig that right? A yes sir, ; 

Q Vernon A.; that child is living now? A Yes sir, 

Q Artha, a girl; the recordin that application shows that you 
made application for Matto L,;; that should be Mattie L.? A Yes 
sir, 

Q And Ida is a child that has been born since that application 
made before. the Commission at Colbert,is it not? A Yes sir. 

Q Did you ever make application for citizenship in the Choctaw Na- 
tion to the Tribal authorities at any time? A My father did. I 
don't. know whether I did, My father made application to the Choctaw 
Council, 

Q You don't knew whether your: claim was included or not? A No gir 
I don't’ know. q 

Q What was done with that application of his? A It was appealed 
to South MeAlester and thrown out there for want of jurisdiction. 

Q So that nothing came of that application? 4 No sir. 

Q Neither you nor your children have ever been a dmitted too it- 
igenship in the Choctaw Nation by either the Choctaw Tribal authori- 
ties,the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes or the United 
States Court in Indian Territory? A No sir. : 

Q DO you now come before the Commission to identify yourself and 
children ag Mississippi Choctaws claiming under article 14 of the 
treaty of 1830? A Yes sir. 

Q Do you understand that article) of that treaty? A I heard you 
call it over here yesterday} I Suppose I do, 

Q Do youwent it explained further? A tf don't know that it would 
be necessary. 


It reads as followsi+ 


“Each Choctaw head of a family being desirous to re- 
main and became a citizen of the States shall be permitted 
to.do so by signifying his intention to the Agent within 
six months from the ratification of this treaty and he or 
she shall thereupon be éntitled to a reservation of one 
seotiow of six hundred and forty acres of land 





bounded by sectional lines of survey; in like manner 
; Shall be entitled to. one balf that quantity for each un- 
' Married child which is living with him over ten years of 
age; and a quarter section for sueh child as may be under 
ten years of ace,to adjoin the location of the parent. 
é pe Abo re#ide upon said’ land,intending to become: oiti- 
sens the States for five years after the ratification 
of this trestyyin that case a grant in fee simple: shall 
Assue} « “weBervation shall include the present reve~ 


ment of the head ef the family or portion of sh, Persona. 
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Wesley C. Clark,et al--4 


Persons who claim under thi# article shail.not lose 

the privilege of a Chéeataw citizen but ir they ever remove 
are not to be entitled to any portion of the choctaw 
annuity," 


Q What is the name of your ancestor through whom you claim your 
right to be identified as a Mississippi Choct ar? A, My grandmother, 
Betsy Harkins, 

Q And she married whom? A Jefferson Clark. 

Q Did any of your Choctaw ancestors comply in any way with the pro- 
visions of article 14 of the treaty of 183 0,to your knowledge? 

A» I don't knew,sir. 

Q How much Choctaw blood did Patsy Harkins have? A One-half, 

Q pis she live in Mississippi inl830 in the old Choctaw Nation? 

A I've always been told she went to school there in her girlhood 
days but I don't know what time it was. 

Q Did you ever hear of any of your Choctaw ancestors who lived 

in Mississippi-in the old Choctew Nation in 1830 and who was the 
head of a family there then? A ly sreat-grandfather lived there, 

IT suppose,at that time. 

Q What is the name cf your great-grandfather? -A John Harkins-- 
he was sometimes called Hawkins. 

Q How much Chectaw blood did he have’? A One-half. 

Q Was he the father of Patsy? A Yes sir. , 

Q You said she had one-half? A She had a mother who claimed 
one-half. 

Q John Harkins had a wife named what? A Wancy Gardner. 

Q And you claim that she,also,had one-half Choctaw blood? A Yes 
sir,that's what I've always been told, 

Q Where was your father born? A I doen't know,no more than I have 
heard him say he was bofn on the road leaving Mississippi. 

Q And he went from Mississippi where? A He went back to Georgia, 
I suppose; I aculdn't: tell. 4 

Q What portion of his life did he Livée’4n Mississippi,if any? A 

I don't know that he ever lived there-she was born’on the road 
leaving ‘there, 

Q And he went to Georgia and lived there how long? A I couldn't 
tell you that, either. 

Q@ Did he go from Georgia to any other State? A He come to Kentucky 
and Tennessee and Missouri and Texas. 

Q Where did he die? A He died in Indian Territory; at Durant, 
Indian Territory, 

Q ‘Did .any of your Choctaw ancestoes ever have any land or claim 
any land in Mississippi or Alabama under article 14 of the treaty 





Q@ Did any of your Checta@w ancestors own any revements on land 

im Misgissippi' or Alabama’ ins2@30? A I don't know.sir. Se 

Q Did-any of your Chectaw andéstors within six months after the . : 

ratification of the treaty of 1830 ge, te the United States Indian 

Agent,Col, Ward and Al hin they wanted to stay in Mississippd, 

take land there ond become citisens of the States? A Mot nat 1- 
know of-=I don't know, air. h Fn Ck 

 @ Did any;of your Ghevbay ancestors go from that o14 Choctaw Nation 

east. of the Mississ iver to the Choctaw Nation Indian Serritery 

vr the other Tnatane ‘tween 1835S and 1636? A «I cowldn't.telk 

y . f , : ite 32a ed ea Oe 3 Ps ‘ ; 





Wesley C, Glark,et al--5 


Q Gan you give the date of the death or your father Moses 0. 
A He died the 34 day of Apri1,1901. 
Q At what place?. A © Durant ,Indian Territory. 


The Choctaw Indians who remained in the old Choctaw Nation 
in Mississippi: and Alabama after the treaty of 1830 was 
ratified were reqnired,if they wanted to take advantage 

of article 14 of that treaty,to go to the United States 
Indian Agent ,Col. Ward ,who had an agency in Mississippi at 
that time,and. tell him that they wanted to stay in Missis- 
sippi,take Iand there and become citizens of the States. 

A good many In@inos did this whose names Col.Ward failed 
to put upon his list known as Ward's Register and his neg- 
lect to do this caused a good. many Indians who had land 

in Mispissi;pi,in the old Choctaw Nation, upon which they 
had improvements ,to lose both. their landand their improve- 
ments. The Government. ‘took them from these Indians and 
Sold them at its public land sales, This caused a great 
many ¢omplaints,eo in 1837 by°an act of ‘Congress approved 
March 3 of that yar,a Commission was appointed by Congress 
which went. to Mississippi and heard Claimants under 
artisle 14 of the treaty of 1830. In 1842 by an act ap- 
proved August 23,1842, another Coumnission was appointed. by 
Congréss which went to Mississippi and heard claimants 
under that article of that treaty. 


Q -Did any of your Choctaw ancestors.go before either of those 
Commissions and claim benefits as Choctaw Indians under article 14 
of the treaty of 1830? AI don't know,sir. 


Under an act of Congress approved August 23,1842,scrip 
wes-igsued to such Indians as proved their rights under 
erticle 14 of the treaty of 1830 and also proved that 

their land had been taken from them in the old Choctaw 
Nation. .This scrip which they received under that aot ‘of 
Congress ‘entitled them to select land ejther in Mississippi 
Alabama ,Tonisiane or Arkansas,which was to be taken from 
vacant Government Tard, 


Q Did any of your Choctaw ancestoré receive any such serip fr 
the Government as Cho¢gtaw Indiana? A I don't know. : 





at. 


PEt. 
Q poe ae HE het puis Clark,has made application for himself and 
others to be identified) as Migeiesizp4 Choctaws,hasn't he, before 
the Cormigsion? A\'Ye# sir; Sy heise 


4 





Wenlty ¢. Clarkjp¢ aig 


‘+ 


4 m 


q> Ana other relatives aiso have appe@red hereto make appiieation 
for identification’ aw Missineipps Choctews? A Yes sir. 

Q Do you want to Rave his) case gid theirs corpidered with yours and. 
all of them ‘consobidated under one heed? A Yes gir, 


The onse of Wilidan A. Clark,et a#1,No;/5650,i8' here rererred 
to forthe purpose of congo lidwtion. 


Q date you any other: testimony. or evidence that you want to present 
at the present time? A. No sir. 


Gemiission: ' 
Mr..Pool,do you want any time for the introduction of 
any further testimony in this case? 


Mr. Peol:s, 
No sirjnot In this particular case,but in all ‘the cases 
. together, 


Examination by the ‘Céimins ion: 


Q Do. you speak the Choctew language? A Wot much. 
Q Deo you speak it at ali? aA I speak some of it... Some’ words. 
> Q You know a few words? A. Yes sir, 
a. Gould you carry on «conversation with a‘Choctaw Indiani?. A No 
eir. 


The applicant has the appearance and physical character= 
istics of being descended from whité parentage; he has a 
méd ium dark Pe bee tanned by ‘the sun-blue ¢yes 

brewn hatr and light: brown mustavhe. He. .has no ihow Ledge 
of thé Cheotaw language ‘and no knowledge ‘of a cémpliange.. 
on. the part of his ancestors with. the provisions of artiale 
14. qf the treaty of 1630. ae rata 


* 


Ire &, Niles,being first, duly. sworn. atates that as stepesgrapher 
to the Commission to the Five Civiliged Tribes,he reported in fu 
‘all’ proceedings had ‘am the ‘above. entitled eause heard at Muskogee, 
Inddan Territory May, '224,1902,and that the above and foregoing is 

® Pull, true ‘and orrect: transoript of hi tenographis x 2 
Subscribed aid swern 


ap re a.nze on: Baid date - f a . Fy ay fy 
et pe é a et Og hs aa. Cte : 
Muskogee ;Indtan:Terr'it : 


BS. Se ateae | re ¥ we a 54 — 7 a 
aire ) . . Whim Sy! aeES, 
ae: Pa “ : We Tad ae paint oN 
eb ty i . ‘ : ; : . th 
» vo ENS ber re, me ‘ * ‘ : my, : 
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C.0 PY 7-R-671. 
po ve" 
MARRIAGE LICENSE. 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 
INDIAN TERRITORY. 
SECOND JUDICIAL DIVISION, 


To any person authorized by law to solemnize mar- 
riage: Greeting: 

You are hereby commanded to solemnize the Rite 
and Publish the Bans of Matrimony between Mr. Wesley C. Clark 
of Caddo, in the Indian Territory, aged 27 years, and Miss Emma 
Halsell of Caddo in the Indian Territory aged 22 years, according 
to law, and do you officially sign and return this License to 
the parties therein named. 

Witness my hand and official seal this 29 day of 


January, A. D. 1894. 


(Signed) Joseph W. Phillips 


(Seal). 
Clerk of the U. S. Court 


By C. P. Bruce, De puty. 
CERTIFICATE OF MARRIAGE. 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 
INDIAN TERRITORY. 





ON. 
I, Isaac M. Carter, a Minister of the M. E. 
Church South, do hereby certify t on the 4th day of February, 
A. D. 1894, I did duly and according to law as commanded in the 
foregoing License, solemmize the Rite and PublsSh the Banns of 


ai. Me 


84 





Matrimony between the parties therein named. 
Witness my hand this 7th day of Feb. A. D. 1694. 


My credentials are recorded in the office of the 


Clerk of the United States Court, Indian Territory, Second Judi- 


cial Division, book A, page 183. 
(Signed) 
I. M. Carter, 


A minister. 


NOTE:-This License and Certificate of Marriagemust be returned 

to the Office of the Clerk of the United States Court in Indian 
Territory from whence it was issued, within sixty days from the date 
hereof, or the party to whom the License was issued will be lia- 

ble in the amount of One hundred Dollars ($100). 


The following appears upon the back: 


INDIAN TERRITORY, 
SECONF JUDICIAL DIVISION. SS: 


I hereby certify that this instrument was filed for 
record in my offive:at o'clock at  =M , Feb. 22, 1894, and 
is duly recorded in M. R. 4, page 245. 

Joseph W. Phillips Clerk, 
By A. Walcott, Deputy. " 
“pyr 


" FILED JUN 20 , 1900. COMMISSION TO FIVE TRIBES. " 








Muskogee, Indian Territory, Oecraber 


» 99 


Indian Terr it Ory, 


rnere is inclos¢d« herewith ‘a copy of the decision of ' the 


Commission, denyiny the application fur enrollnent P vourself ana 
chiidren as citizens by blood, and of your wife as; intennarried 


citizen of tie Choctaw Nation, 


és 


Yours truly, 


Acting Chai rman, 





Agcerpeteh= 





M.C.R. 5655 


Wesley C. Clark, 
Bee, Indian Territory. 

Dear Sir: 

You are hereby advised that on the 27th day of December, 
1902, the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes rendered a de- 
cision in the consolidated case of William A. Clark, et al., embrac- 
ing the following applications for identification as Mississippi 
Choctaws: 


William A. Clark, et al., e 5650 
John H. Clark, et ail., e 5651 
Mary Winford, et al., . 5660 
Rosa May Hunter, et al., , 6661 
Charles M. Clark, et a1,, . 5649 
James 3H. Clark, et al., °C.R. 6657 
Mesley ©. Clark, et al., M.C.R. 5665 
Thomas B. Clark, et al., M.CeR. 5656 


These applications were made under the provision of the aot 
of Congress of June 28, 1898 (30 State., 495) which 4s as follows; 


"Said Coumiesion shall have authority to determine the 
identity of Choctaw Indians olaiming rights in the Chootaw 
lands under article fourteen of the treaty between the United 
States and the Choctaw Nation, concluded tember twenty- 
seventh, eighteen hundred and thirty, and té that end may ad- 
minister oaths examine witnesses and perform a11 ether acts 
necessary thereté ar ake port to the Sec =. : 





Inte rior, ® 


‘Bald decision concludes as follows: 
Et oo Detetere the opinion .of this Commission that the 
or itenee hetein 16 insufficient: bon the identity of 
Willian A, Clerk, Manoy L. Clark, dev va. Clark, John H. Glark, 


Re 
iv Lie 


et EA , - eM ob AE Pd Shays Ly 
Re ate angen ss i ok RINE ee J a BG HEA y 


i 
Muskogee, Indian Territory, December 87, 1902,. 43 





James A. Clark, Etter RB, Clark, Wesley Os Clark, Nettie 1. Clark, 
Willie H. Clark, Mary Vintord , wevete Winforé, Charley Winford, 
Minnis, Winford, Bverett Winfora, Virgil Winford, Jesse Winford, and 
Argie, Winford, Resa May Hunter, Lole Buster, Charlies i. Clark, 
Willie D. Clark, James B. Clark, James Garr V. Clark, Wesley 6. 
Clark (2), Nagnest W. Oierk, Vernon As Olark, Artha R. Clark, wattie 
L. Clark, Edn Dlark, Thomas B. Clark and Jesse F,.Clark, as thoctaw 
Indians entitled to rights in te, Ghootaw lands Mader the provis- 
logs of said article fourteen of the treaty of @aghteen hundred 
and mete and that the applications for their identification as 
such should be refused, and it ie eo ordered.® 


¥qu are further advised ‘that you will be allowed fifteen 
Gays from the date hereof within which to file arguments in this 


office, and ‘that at the expiration of said tige, the papers in the 


case together with such argiments will be forwarded to the Secretary 
of the Interior through the Comnissioner of Indian Affairs. 
Respectfully, 


(GIGNED 


Fog , 
Tier A aajnn a 
me owe be be be ote bor’ iw 


Acting Chairman. 


Registered. 








W.OLR. 6685, oe 


Muskoree, Indian Territory, February 14, 1908, 


te Te 4 eet Dg oe Cees A 


Bee, Indian Territory. 
Dear Sir: 

Receipt ie hereby acknowledged of your letter of the 
10th inet., in which you ask to be advised if, since the rejection 
of your claim, you can hold land which you have under cultivation 
for another year, 

In reply to your letter, you are informed that on 
January 12, 1903, the reoord in your case, together with the 
decision of the Commission refusing the application made by you 
for ann, Ptaest tanner of yourself and pinay endldren as Miseie~ 


advised or any departmental action thereon. 

It fe not believed that yourself and ohildren are in any 
manner entitled to possessory rights of the tribal property of 
the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations. 





Respectfully, 





Muskogee, Indian Territory, March 9, 1903, 


Wesley C. Clark, 
Bee, Indian Territory. 
Dear Sir: 

Receipt is hereby acknowledged of your letter of the 20th 
ultimo, wherein you ask to be advised “whether sohool lands will 
be allotted to citizens of the tribes." 

In reply to your letter you are informed that lends re= 
served for school purposes under the act of Congress approved July 
1, 1902, which was ratified by the citizens of the Choctaw and 


Chickasaw Nations September 25, 1902, will not be allotted to citi« 


Zens of the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations. 


Respectfully, 








#.0,R. 5655. 
GOPY, ” ‘ 


Muskopes,; Indian Territory, April 18, 1903, 


Wesley 0, Clark, 


Bee, Indian Territory. 


Doar Sir: 

You ‘are hersby notified that on the 2nd day of April, 
1903, the Secretary of the Interior affirmed the dooision of this 
Commission refusins the applications for identification as Missise 
sinpi Ghoctavs of the several persons includod in the consolidatad 
tase of William A. Glark, et al., of whioh docision you wore ad- 
vised by reristorcd mail on the 27th day of Docember, 1902, 

Respectfully, 
Dat a-tong 


a 


Chairman, 











REPER IN REPLY TO THE FOLLOWING! 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
COMMISSIONER TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES. 














Muskogee, Indian Territory, January 9, 1907 


Wesley C. Clark, 
Bee, Indian Territory. 

Dear Sir: 

You are hereby notified that the Secretary of 
the Interior on December 26, 1906, denied the motion filed 
with this office June 25, 19056, by Albert J. Lee, attorney 
at law, Ardmore, Indian Territory, to reopen and reconsider 
the consolidated Mississippi Choctaw case of William A. Clark, 


et al. 


Respectfully, 


Commissioner. 
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In ease No. 671--Choe, R., the 
names of two of applieant's chile 
dren are given in the testimony 
as “Artha R." and "Matte L.,” 


Clark. In the Judgment these names 


are written "Arthur R., and Mattie 
L.," Clark, 


R. C. G. Oct. 12, 1900, 








No. 9655 4 


Fer Wentification as a Mississippi Choctaw. 


2 902 -, 


Date MAY 2? 
Name Wicker 2. CL wey 


de ZY Blooel V¢ 


VIIa Clare a 








DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIQR: 
Commissioner to the Five Civilized Tribes. 
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Department of the Interior. 
= Commissioner to the Five Civilized Tribes, 
MUSKOCEE, IND. TER. 














ATES OF INTERIOR 
Contato F0. Tm, YEW Ofvitte TRIBES, 
Colbert, Z. Zi, June 29, 1900. 
In the yatter of the Application of 
Themes E. Clark, et al, for Enrollment Cheetaw R.-672. 
as Citigens ef the Checteaw Nation. 





Thomas E: Clark, being first 4 sworn by Acting Chairman Bixby 
testified as follows: ” my 


What is your name? A Thomas KE. Clark. 
Hew old are you? A 28 years. 
What_is your posteffice adress? A Durant, I. 7. 
How long have you lived in the Ind. Ter.? i118 years. 
Where did you live before coming to the Ind. Ter.? A Texas. 
Se eeere G14 you live in Texas? A I was small at the time I was 
exas. 
Where were you born? A Kentucky. 
What is your father's name? A XM. C. Clark. 
ig-he living A Yes sir. 
Is he a Checta Indian? A Yes sir. 
Has his name ever appemed on the tribal rolls? A Wo sity. 
a a ever been recogiised by the tribal authorities as a Choctaw? 
o sir. 
What is your mother's name? A Nancy. 
Is she living? A Yes sir. 
ou wish to make @ tien as se Chectaw blood? A Yes sie. 
% proportion of w Bloed do you cl to have? A fe: 
What proportion of Cheotaw blood de you claim to have? A1A. 
your name ever appeared on the Chectaw tribal rolls? A Wo. 
you ever been reesgtized by the Chectaw tribal authorities ag 
tew Indian? A MSe sir. 
uu et apply to the Cheeta tribal authorities for enroll- 
> A Yes sir. 
applied to the tribal authorities in the year '96, to the coun- 
Of the Chectaw yation? A Yes sir. 
mpplicatien fer § was denied? A Yes sir. 
@m toek an appeal te United States Court in the Ind. Ter.” 


ft. 
Clayten of the central District dismissed the application 
Of jurisdiction? A Yes sir. 
g for pigment 7 your wife as an intermarried 
es sir. 
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white women? A Yes sir. 
Se cee oe tee Five Trivesr A Me sir. 
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jot. A -We, United States law... 
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Ter enrulliment ef yweurself? and 


mt ef your wife as an intervar- 


Aeting Chairman, 








B.C.R. 5656 


igen ae Re, Olas * : 

niu adn, Tek tbory, igh Tee 
Deir gir ern 

You are, hereby. advised that onthe 27th day of December, 

1902, the Comission te the. Five Civilized Tribes rendered a de- 
cision in the consolidated Gnec of Willian A.’ Clark, et @l., embrac- 
ing the following applications for. identif loation as Missiseipps 
Choctaws;: 


William x Clark,et a2., MVC.Ke. 5650 
a 


John Hy rity 6t ales K.GeR. 6661 

Mary Winford, et ali, ULC.Ry 5660 

Rosa May Hunter, et al., K.t.Re. 5661 

: ghar sen. Ms Clark, et al,, MsG.PB. 6649 
Clark, et als, MiOvH. 56657 

Wesley :C. Clark, et al., Mi0.R. 5655 

Thomas, Z..Clark, et al., MjCaR. 8656 


These applications were made under the prévinidgn of the aot of 
Gongress of tune 24, abe. ('M0. Stats., 495) whieh dome follows: 


“Said Commishion shall have authority to determine the 
identity of pour tye er al claiming rights in the Choctaw 
lends, underartiole £ wen ef the treaty between the United 
‘ @tates and. tha’ pelea eonplnded September twenty- 
weeventh, ¢ teen: a ard thirty, and to that end may .ad- 
minister, y @xemine witnesses and perform al) other acts 
necessary tharete and make report to thé Seoretary of the 

~. Tnterlors#y: 


ata aeeagten gone udes av follows: 


"It. de weteee: the of this Couminsion that 
the’ evidence ne ig it Bi fear 3m Po getermine the identity of 


‘Williem A. rage “Be Clark Auber ohn HR. tk 
James A. Clark, veer’ Sar Helay | an white hes heen 
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ie | Fagbex 





te @lark icy Wintord, ‘Robert ¥ afora Charley gs 
exiate' nfor Chere, wey Winfora, Virgil: Winford, Tanna a ane 
angie Winford, Rosa May Bunter, Lola Hunter, - ‘Les a By Cs 
Willie D;: se James BR, Clark, Jambe Cope Vi 
_ Clark (ahs oat ¥.. Clark, Vernbn-A,'0 
1 a eg _fuemet. Be, ark, ind 


te 
paid arsie Sn. 
ty, te ‘t the ‘eppiio 
4, 1. ‘‘! ae 


You ara Bb, Savinea ts that. yon j dda pe allowed fifteen 
days from the date hereof within which to file arguments in thie 
effioe, and that at the expiration of waid.time the papers in the 


case together with such arguments will be forwarded to the Secretary.’ 


of the Interior through the Commissioner of Indian Affaire, 
Respectfully, 


G] mA m FSF aalgng 
M4 Cel eh le bet 


Actitig Cha iran. 
Registered. 
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Thomas E. Clark, 


n Durantyig nétian 


Dear Sir: a : \ 
You are hereby notified that on the 2nd day of April, 
1903, the Seoretary of the Interior “affirmed the decision of this 
Commission refusing the applioations for identification as Missis- 
Sinpi Choctaws of the several persons ineludod in the consolidated 
Case of William A. Glark, et al., of which docision you wore ad- 
vised by registered mail on the 27th day of Docember, 1902. 
Resvnootfully, 


@BIGNED) 
‘eps ee an 
O/ 444 A AMAALSAA 


pe a Wt". 
Chairman, 








Muskogee, Indien Territory, 


Thomas: E. Clark, 
Durant, Indian Territory. 
Dear. sir: 
Receipt is hereby acknowledged of your letter of 
October 19, 1906, addressed to the Secretary of the Interior and 


by him referred to this office for consideration and eppropriate 


action. You request to be advised if your child, born January 


5, 1906, will receive its share as a Mississippi Chootaw in the 
event that you and the other members of your family are identi- 
fied as such. 

In reply to your letter you are informed it does not ape 
pear from the records of this office that you have submitted 
any application for the enrollment of a minor child under the 
Act of Congress approved April 26, 1906 (34 State., 137), and 
the time within which suoh applications could be redeived. ex- 
pired July 26, 1906. Therefore, no application could be received 
at this time for the child mentioned in your letter. 


Respectfully, 





Commissioner. 





M, 0. R,~ 5656 


Muakegee, Indian Territory, January 9, 1907 


Thomas KB. Clark, 
Durant, Indian Territory. 


Dear Sir: 
You are hereby notified that the Secretary of the 


Interior on December 26, 1906, denied the motion filed with 

this office June 25, 1906, by Albert J, Lee, attorney at 

law, Ardmore, Indian Territory, to reopen and reconsider the 

consvlidated Mississippi Choctaw case of William A. Glark, et al. 
Respectfully, 


Commissioner. 
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In ease No, 672, Choe. R., the name 


ef the applieant's child is given 4 


the testimony as "Jessee" Clark, 
the judgment it is written "Jesse F, 


Clark, 


R? C. G. oct. 12, 1900, 








For Identification asa Mississippl Choctaw. 


Date NiAY 27 » 1902 


Name a $. GB: bhi 


Age BO~ Blood “Vy 

Post- Office , Attar. Oe ce 
Father Teisce C, Char a. 
Mother Mines 





Pie ‘ 
Stenogrupher SA Pic Ce TF — 














DEPARTMENT. oF. THR INTERIOR, 
COMMISSI (gm 20 Ce etyR CIVILIZED’ TRIBES, 
Muskogee Indian’ Territory May 28nd, 1902, 


Aa@itional testimony in the: matter of the application of : 
James B. Clark for the identiriéation of himself and one minor child, © «' 
James Carr V. Glark,as Mississippi Choctaws, 


. 


APPEARANCES: J:/6,Pool,Attorney for applicant. 


Said James B, Clark,being first duly eworn,testified as 


follows; 
Examination by the, Commission. 


What is your name? A James B. Glark. 
How 014 are you? A About thirty-seven. 
What is your postoffice address? A Durant,Indian Territory. 
How long have you lived in the Choctaw Nation? A Twenty years 
this coming August. 
Q Are you a white man ? A Wo sir. 
Q What are you? A I am one-#ighth Choctaw. 
Q You are an applicant to this Commission for identification as a 
Migsissippi Choétaw Indian claiming rights in the Choctaw lands 
under the 14th article of the treaty of 18307: A Yes sir. 
Q You have also applied to this Commission to be enrolled as an 
intermarried citizen of the Choctaw Nation,have you?.. A Yes sir. 
Q@ What is the name of the Choctaw woman that you married? A 
Mary Ellen Airington. 
Q She was a citizen by blood of the Choctaw Nation? A Yes sir. 
Q Was she recognized and enrolled as such by the Tribal authori- 
ties? <A Yes sir. 
Q When did you marry her? A I. couldn't eay when exactly. 
Q@ About when? A It's been about sixteen years ,somewheres right 
@long there, You have all the dates here. 
“@ Was you married to this woman under a Choctaw license? A Yes 
sir. 
Q How did you obtain that license? A I went to G. W. Gardner, 
County Judge. He: drew up e dicense and: I téok it and gotiten Choo- 
tew signerg,;full bloeds,en this License and then the Judge married 
me. Of course: I don't, know just how he drew them up. ; 
Q@ You" Semgi tied at that Brags that you ‘were a white mm? A Yes 
oir. 


Chica tow tlemies careitaee | te the fact hat you were a white man 
and a good citisen an&'s# man of good motal charaeter? A Yes sir. 
$ They never considered you a¢,a Choetaw Indian? .A No sir. 

How’ leng did you live vita this’ woman Blien Airington? A Wine 
years and about nine mon'ths, 
Q Lived with her up until her: ‘Aeatht: ‘A Yes gir. 
Q Ne ee or divorees? A! Mowe 
Q When did sha fet A I soaldu't give: you the date seantiyy she's 
been dead t six yews b. ; Putt saa 
Q Have rege ied since. ~$ Aaa? Yeu. oir: 
Q Who aia ye marry? At ted eaten sa Fane's... 


we 
7 


wa 
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Q A white woman? A Yes sir, wi 
Q pie you. marry her under a Choctaw lisense? “A, Ho sir. 


v 


Ira 8. Niles,being first duly sworn states. that. ag. stenographer 
to the Commission tothe Five: Civilized Tribes he reparted in ful} 
all proceedings had in the abéve entitled cause, heard at Muskogee, 
Indian Territory May 22nd ,1902,and that the above’ and foregoing is i 
a full,true and correct transeript of hig stenographic notes taken a 


in said provéedings on said date. A id 
oo PL hp ¥ 


Subscribed and sworn to befere me this the 27th day of May,1902, 
at Muskogee ,Indian oe 


hehe, HE he. 


Notary Public. 
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Muskogee Indian Territory May 22, 


In th® matter of the application of Jumes B. Clark for 
the identification of Rimseif and one minor Ghiid,James Carr VY. 
Clark,as Miseissippi Choctaws, 


APPEARANCES: J,0,Pool,Atterney fer applicant. 


Said James B; Clark,being first duly sworn,testified as 
follows:- 


Examination by the Commission. 


Q What is your name? A James B. Clark. 

Q What is your age? A Bern in '65,May 19th, I am thirty-seven 
years old, 

Q What is your posteffice address? A Durant, Indian Territory. 
Q Hew Leng have you lived in Durant? A Ive lived round about 
there for twenty years. 

Q In the Territery for at least twenty years? A Yes sir. 

Q Where were you born? A in Kentucky. 

And from Kentyeky you went where? A Tennessee, 

4nd then where? A To Missouri and Texas and to the Territory. 

Is your father living? A No sir. 

Ig your mother livin A Yes sir. 

What was your father's name? A Moses Carr Clark. 

What is your mother's name? A Nancy ¥. Clark. 

De you claim through your father or mother? A Father. 

How mugh Cheotaw blood de yeu aleim? A Qne-eighth. 

Has your father ever been receghized or enrolled as a Choctaw 
Indian’ by the Chostaw Tribal authorities or the United States anv- 
thorities in Indian Territory? A Wet as I know of. 

Q Have you the proof er the marriage of your father and mother with 
you mow? A Keo sir. 
Q That will be introduced in thin onse later? A Yes sir, 


Fe asonablie time i within thirty days from the date hereof 


is allowed for thie purpose. 


Are you merried? A Yee air, 
hat is tae wife's name? A Nannde Clark. 
How 014/18 she? A Shé's thirty-three, 





She Living an@.a white woman,is she? A Yes sir. 
me 28 your seeend wite,isn't she? A Yes sir. 
you any mor ighter that you want to meke application 
twentysene ye of age and unmarried? & Yes sir; I have 
Give * he na of your miher child by your second wife? 
Janes Carr Vy'tlar ; 


Sani SF ees Pi rs ere i 3 
These alt | : ren ve tipo ey your pr ont wate jail ey tas 


i wee A a Pte 





Jemesn B. Clark,e$ al--% 


Q Whén and where were you married to your wife Nannie? A At Dur- 
ant, Indian Territory; 
Q Wit date? A I eoulan’t teil you; you have the date here with 
the Commission, 
Q How is that--did you make pd fi a yourself? A No gir,we 
attauee there and Tudge told m@ te stay as an interuarried 
citigen, 
Q Where was that? A At Colbert, 
@ Who did you go befere? A Refore the Jddge of the Commission. 
Q What date was this? A re *t tell you that now. It was 
while ho was staying there at Colbert. 
Q In 19007 A Yes wir: 
Q Was it when your ether people were there? A Yes sir. 
Q@ Their records show that the year was 1900; you went at that time? 
A Yes sir, 
Q You didn't go before the Commission then? A vo sir. 
Q And you didn't make application at that time? A No sir,I went 
in with the crowd but I didn't make application. 
Q You weren't sworn and didn't testify? A Wo sir. 
Q And no one else for you? A Ho sir,not as I know of. 
Q Do you mum think you can introduce a eertified copy of the proof 
oe eer marriage to your wife later en,if you were given a little 

* A 


By Mr.Pool: 
Yes sir, 


Commission: R 
Reasonable tine will be allowed the applicant fer this 
purpose, if introduced within thirty days from the date 
hereof, 


Examinationby the Commission; 


Q@ Is your name or the name of your daughter,for whem you now make 

application,en any of the tribal rolla of the Choctaw Nation in 

Indian Territe 7? A Wo sir, 

Q De you now make application fer your own identification as a 

MississippiChoctaw and for the identification of your daughter, 

James Carr V, Qlark,as a Mississippi Chectaw? A Yes sir. 

Q De you come before the Commission now claiming under article 14 

of the treaty of ,16307 A Yes sir. 

Q Have either you or your ter James Carr V. Clark,by your 

nigh: fot 9 Nannie Clark,ever been enrolled as Choctaw tndiane or 
e r 2 





recog ai Nar the Choe pal_authe Lon tt 
Sion to the Five Girilised Tribes or the United States Qourt 
‘Territory? A I've peen recognized by the Choetaws about. 
; pen any of the Tribal relle of the ‘Chectew 
nrollied 


4 : 
toheiaee wre you? A Wo sirjbut. I've. been e 
on ag at intérmarried oitisen, 

ie name. 


i M's. i a 


et, en yo 


Y 
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Q Were you married according to Choctaw law or United States law? 
Yes sir,I married according te Choctaw law. 

Q And you complied in your marriage to the laws of the Chootaw 
Wation,did you? A Yes sir. 

Q By virtue of that marriage were you ehen enrolled by the Choctaw 
Camcil and made a member of the Choctaw Tribe of Indians by inter- 
marriage? A I was enrolled as an intermarried citizen. 

Q Ss an intermarried citizen you and your first wife lived together 
how long? A Nine years and nine months,I think it was. 

Q And you had all the rights of Chectaw eitizenship,did you? A 
Yes sir. 

Q@ And was recognized as a Choctaw citizen? A Yes sir. 

Q Receiving such benefits as an intermarried member of the Choctaw 
Tribe of Indians as any other member of that Tribe? A Yes sir. 
Did you have any children by that wife? <A Yes sir. 

How many? A ¥our. 

Are they living now,ali of them? A No sir. 

How many are 1 ving? A One. 

The others are dead? A Yes sir. 

What is the name of that one’ A YFannie Independent Clark. 

Q Where is she living now? A She's living with me at home. 

Q And she is a Choctaw citizen? A Yes sir. 

Q Regularly enrolled as such’ <A Yes sir. 

Q @hen,if you were a Chactaw citizen by marrying with your first 
wife who was a Chectaw citizen,how do you happen to come before 

the Commission today to be identified as a Mississippi Chootaw? 

A When I went before the Commission down there,the Judge advised me 
to stand as I was. 

Q Do you mean before Commissioner MoKennon? A Yes sir,I think 
that was his name. He advised me to stand as I was as an inter- 
married orient I took his advice and about two months later on 

I got a notice that I was thrown out. 

Q On what count? A As an intermarried citizen. 

Q In other words,did you get a notice that you were no longer a 
citizen of the Choctaw Nation by intermarriage because you married 
out of the mation by marrying a white woman,Nannie Clark,who is now 
your second wife? A Yes sir. 

Q And because you believe you are no longer a member of the Choctaw 
Tribe by intermarriage ,you come before the Conmission now to be 
identified as a Misaissip)»i Choctaw, basing your claim under article 
14 of the treaty of 1830? A Yes sir,by reading of the notice, 

I looked at it that way. 

Q Whe did you get that notice from? A From the Cormigsion. 

Q Do you understand article 14 of the tre A B 


Q 
Q 
g 
Q 
9 
Q 





The treaty of 1850 was made between the United States 
Government and the Gheetaw Indians at a place in Mississip- 
pi called Dancing Rabbit Creek,en the 87th day of Septem- 
ber of that year, The objeot of that treaty was to ove 
as far as possible al) of the Choctaw Indians whe lived 

in the old Choctem Watién east of the Mississippi River 

te. the Cheootew nation west of the Mississippi River, 
Before the treaty céuld be signed it became known that a 
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good many Chectaw Indiang would refuse to go to the 
Choctaw Nation Indian Territory under the general provis- 
ions of that treaty,and,therefore,in order to proéect the 
interests of those Indians who stayed back in the old 
Choctaw Nation,article 14 was put in the treaty. It reads 
as follows:- 


“Bach Choctaw head of a family being desirous to remain 
and become a citizen of the States shall be permitted to 
do @0 by signifying his intention to the Agent within 
six months from the ratification of this treaty and he or 
she shall thereupon be entitled to a reservation ef one 
meotion of six hundred and forty acres of land,to be 
bounded by sectional lines of survey; in like manner shall 
be entitled to one half that quantity for each unmarried 
child which is living with him over ten years of age; and 
& quartem section for such child as may be under ten years 
of age,to Oin the location of the parent. If they re- 
side upon sa land,intending te become citizens of the 
States,for five years after the ratification of this 
treaty,in that case a grant in fee simple shall issue; 
said reservation shall include the present improvement 
of the head of tl family or a portion of it. Persons who 
Claim under this article shall not lose the privilege 
of a Choctaw vitizen but if they ever remove are not 
Sa be entitled to any portion of the Choctaw anfiuity. 


Q Did any of your Choctew ancestors comply or attempt to comply 
with any of the provisions of article 14 of the treaty of 1830? 
A I don't know. 
Q What is the name of your ancestor through whom you claim your 
right to be identified as a iiissisesi;pi Choctaw? A Patsy Harkins, 
or Hawking, 

What relation was she to you? A She was my grandmother. 

She married whom? A Thomas Jefferson Clark. 

He was your grandfather? A Yes sir. 

He was @ white man? A Yes sir 

What, was Patsy's father's name? A John Harkins. 

And his wife's name was what? A His wife's name was Nancy 
Gardner. 
Q That was her maiden name? <A Yes sir. 
Q How mush Choctaw blood did John Harkins have? A He was a half 
breed, 
Q How much did his wife have,if any? A Half breed. 
Q Pret tag Choctaw blood did his daughter Patsy have? A Half 

reed, 





Q Can you give the name of any Choctay ancestor who lived in the 
eld Choctaw Nation in Mississippi in 1830 and was the head of a 
family there then? A No sir, 
Q When did you first discover that you had Ghootaw Indian blood? 
A I've been taught it ever since I can recollect. 
Q How long back? A Rver sinoe I could know anything. 

That is,sinoe your childliood? A Yes sir. 
Q It has always been « matter of information and family histery 
with you since your childhoed that you were descended from a Missia- 
sippi Chootaw ancestor? A Yes sir. 
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Q You knéw that you were a Chootaw by blood claiming descent from 
@ Mississippi Choctaw ancestor before either of pour marriages ,did 
you? A Yes sir, 

Q@ You claim for yourself and this minor child,do you,James Carr V/ 
Clark? A Yes sir. 

Q Did any of your Choctaw ancestors own any land or claim any land 
in Mississippi or Alabama in 1830? A I don't know. 

Q@ Did any of your Choctaw ancestors own any improvements on land 
in Mississippi or Alabama in 18307 A I couldn't state. 

Q@ Did they claim any land in Mississippi or Alabama under artiale 14 
of the treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek? A I gouldn't say 

Q Did any of them go from that old Choctaw Nation @ast of tke 
Mississippi River to the Choctaw Nation Indian Territory with the 
other Indians between 1833 and 18387 A I couldn't say. 

Q@ Did any of your Choctaw ancestors within six months after the 
ratification of the treaty of 1830 go to the United States Indian 
Agent ,Col.Ward,and tell him they wanted to stay in Mississippi,take 
land there and become citizens of the States? A I couldn't answer 
that question. 


In 1837 and also in 1842 by various acts of Congress 
Coumissions were appointed which went to Migsissippi and 
heard glaimants under article 14 of the treaty of 1830. 
These Co:mnissions were appointed for the reason that a 
good many Choctawm Indians olaimed they had gone to Col. 
Ward within six months after the ratification of the 
treaty of 1830 and attempted to register their names 
with him under article 14 of that treaty and that he had 
refused to register their names and as the result of his 
refusal the land which they formerly owned in the Chectaw 
Nation was taken from them add sold by the Government. 


Q Do you know whether any of your Ghoctaw ancestors went before 
either of those two.Commisgions and claimed any benefits as Choctaw 
Indians? A No sir,I do not. 


An act of Congress approved August 23,1642,provided that 

if any Choctaw Indian proved his claim under article 14 

of the treaty of 1830 and if it further appeared that he 
had had tis land taken from himin the old Choctew Nation, 
that he should be entitled to select land imm either in 
Mississippi,Aleabama,Louisiana or Arkansas,to be taken from 
vacant Government land and that a certificate to that effe¢ 





should be given to him and that these certificates should 
be called serip. 


Did any of your Chootaw ancestors receive my such sorip as 
ootew Indians? A I couldn't say. 

Q What relation is William A. Clark to you? A Brother. 

Q He has made application before the Commission,has he not,to be 


identified as a Vississippi Choctaw?’ A Yes sir. 
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Q Do you want to refer to his case and have it made a part of yours? 
A Yes sir, 

Q De you want to have the cases of other relatives who have made 
a og Qs Mississippi Choctaws to be considered in comneotion 
with yours ,s0 that all may be gonsolidated in one case? A Yes sir. 


The case ef William A, Clark,M.C.R.5650,is8 here referred 
to for the purpose of consolidation. 


Q po you speak or understand the Choctaw language? A No sir. 
Q De you want any time in which to introduce further evidence? A 
yes sir. 
Thirty days from the date hereof is allowed this applicant 
in which te introduce furtwr testinony,if he desires, 
in support of his case, 
Examination by Mr.Pool: 


Q Before vour first marriage to your first wife you represented 


and claimed yourself to be a white mee ye you not? A Yes sir. 


Q You possess seven-eighths white bilo 
blood,do you? A Yes sir. 

Q The parties who signed your recommendgtion for marriage license 
only knew you as a white man,is that right? A Yes sir, 

Q How long since your last marriage? A It's been about three years, 
Q Then it has been about Sourteen years from your marriage to the 
Indian woman until the marriage to the white woman? A Yes sir. 

Q How long since you received the notice of your rejection as an 
intermarried gitizen from the Commission? A It was about two 
months after they left Colbert. 

Q That's about two years age,in 1900? A Yes sir 

Q Then you have enjoyed all the rights and privileges of an inter- 
married Choctaw citizen for a period of fourteen years,have you? 

A Yes sir, 

Q Without any interruption or objeetionby anyone? A No sir. 

Q The first intimation that you have ever had as a complaint 
against you ag@ marrying out was by the Coumission to the Five Civil+- 
ized Tribes? A Yes sir. 

Q You were properly on the rolls of the Choctaw Nation as an 
intermarried citizen? A Yes sir. 

@ And by virtue ef being that you never have thought of preving 

up your @laim until the Dawes Commission has refused you your rights 
as an intermarried citizen? A That's right. 


and one-eighth Indian 





Commission; 
The applicant herein is the identioal James B. Clark who 
Climims & right to enrollment as ® citizen by interma 
of the Choctaw Yation by virtue of his naYriage on August 
1ith,16886,te Ellen Arrington,« citisen by blood of the 
Choctaw Wation,with whos he itved up anti) ber death and 
subsequently married = White woman. ne rigats te ¢it- 
igen ship in the Cheetar Nation, este to? 


This applicant has the appearance and phyetoal charas ter- 
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istics of being deseended from white parentage; Light 
brown hair-+very ight mustache--blue eyen--nediun fair 
complexion, sane eur burned.  ~ 


Q Do you speak or undérstand the Choctar language? A I kmow how 
to ask for something ‘to.eat or for wood or water, but I donrt know 
the Choctaw language. I cap talk #6 them some but I don't know the 
alphabet. 

Q You can't carry on an ordinary conversation with a Choctaw,can 
you? A Just a few words. 

Q You understand a werd tow and then that you have picked up in 
trading with the Indians? A Yes gsir,that's right. 


He has no knowledge of a eomplianee on the part of his 
ancestors with the provisions of article 14 of the treaty 
of 1830, 


Ira S, Niles,being first duly sworn,states that as stenocrapher 


2 
to the Conmission to the Five Civilized fibes he reported in full 
all proceedings had in the abeve en titled cause, heard at Muskogee, 
Indian Territory, May 22nd,1902,and that the above and foregoing 
is a fwll,true and correct transcript of his stenographic notes 
taken in said proceedings on said date, 


Subsof#ibed and sworn to before me this-the 26th day of Kay ,1902,at 


Muskoge®,Indian Territery. 
Chix tts PC, MA PAL. 


Notary Publie. 








K.O.R. 6657 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, December 27, 1902. 


James B, Clark, 
Durant, Indian Territory. 
Dear Sir} 
You are hereby advised that on the 27th day of December, 


1902, the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes rendered a de- 


cision in the consolidated case of William A. Clark, et al., embrac- 
ing the following applications for identification as Mississippi 


Choctaws: 


John H. Clark, et al., M.C.R. 5651 
Mary Winford, et Ble, K.C.R- 6660 
Ross May Hunter, et al., M.C.R. 8662 
Cheties K. Clark, et al., U.C.R. 8649 
James B. Clark, st al., M.O.R. 5667 
Wesley Q. Clark, et al., M.C.R. 5655 
Thomas HB, Clark, et al., M.C.R. 6656 


These applications were made under the provision of the act 
of. Congress of June 28, 1898 (30 Stats., 495) which is as follows: 


"Said Commission shal) have authority to determine the 

ral patted of Choctaw Indians claiming rights in the Dhootaw 
pers pp al sie fourteen of the treaty between the United 

Seatae and + cotaw Wation, concluded September twenty- 
seventh, eightesn hundred and thirty, and to that end may ad+ ...; 
minister oaths, examine witnesses and perform eil other sete. .°*) 
gnoeseny snareye and make report to the Secretary eof the 
nterior.* 


Baia deoision condludes as follows: 


“£6: 4p therefore the epinion $f this Commission that the” 
evidence herein ig saab to Eek, Se Ayaiscte of oF 








” 
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James A. Clark ter. B. Clark, Wesley C. Clark, Wettie L. Olark, 
Willie H, Clark, sary Winford,'Robert Winford, Charley Winford, 
Minnie Vinford, Bverett Winford, Virgil Winford, Jesse Vinford, and 
Argie Winford, Rosa May Hunter, Lola Hunter, Charles M. Clark, 
Willie D, @lark, James B. Clark, Janes Carr ¥. Clark Wesley C. 
Clark (25% Rarnoet W. Olark, Vernon As Clark, Artie BR. Clark; Mattie 
Ls Clark, Ide Clark, Thomas B. Clark and Jesse F. Clark as Choctaw 
Indians ehtitled to rights in the Chectaw lands under the provis- 
ions of said artiole fourteen of the treaty of eighteen hundred 
and thirty, and that die applications for their identification as 
such should be refused, and it is so ordered.* 


You are further advised that you will be allowed fifteen 
days from the date hereof within which to file argumetits in this 
office, and that at the expiration of said time the papers in the 


case together with such arguments will be forwarded to the Seoretary 


of the Interior, through the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 
Respectfully, 


Acting Chairman. 
Registered. 








BG. FR. 66657; 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, April 18, 1903) 


James B. Ulark, 
Durant, Indian Territory. 

Dear Sir; 

You are hereiy notified that on the 2na day of April, 
1903, the Secretary of the Interior ‘affirmed the decision of this 
Commission rofusing the applications for identifiection as Missis- 
sippi Ghoctawe of the sevorel persons includod' in: she coneolidatca 
gase of William A. Glark, ct al., of which decision you.were ad- 
vised by registered mail on the 27th day of December, 1 


Resrneatfully, 


Tf yal jam 44 
we fe 


Chairman, 
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Muskogee, Indien Territory, April 7,°1905, 


Gonnel2 & Desk, 
Attorneys at Law, 
Durant, Indien<territory, 
Gentlemen: 

Reteipt is hereby acknowledged of your letter of the 2%th 
ultiino, asking to be advised as to the status of the application 
made by James 3. Ciark for the identifivation of his minor daugh+ 
‘ter, Carveriia Clark, as a Mississippi Ghoctan. 

In reply to your letter you are informed that on April 
2, 1903, the Secretary of the Interior approved the Commission's 
decision of December 27, 1908, refusing the application made by 
Janes B, Olark for the identification of himself and minor daugh- 
ter, James Carr V, Clark, as Mississippi Choetamre , of whiten depart- 
mental. action the principal applicant was duly notified 6n April 
18, 2903, , 
re uF reoords further show that James 5, lark has been 
“gnrollea by’ this Commise ion as an iutermarried Sitinenof the 
Choctaw Hation and such enreliment approved ‘by’ the Seoretary of 





. s “ 


waar 7 , 
As ta the child, Jamon Garr V, Clark, it. ide.mot. dDelieved 





that she is in, any wander eatitieg t@. possestery rights of the 
trival property of the Chostaw ané Ghiekasew Nations. 


Raspes, 


stig r ur? yes 


vol 
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Muskogee, Indian Territory, January 9, 1907 


James B, Glark, 
Durant, Indian Territory, 
Dear Sir: 
You are hereby notified that the Secretary of the 
Interior on December 26, 1906, denied the motion filed with 


this office June 25, 1906, by Albert J. Lee, attorney at law, 


Arémore, Indian Territory, to reoven and reconsider the consol- 
idated Mississivoi Choctaw case of William A. Clark, et al. 
Respectfully, 


Commi ssioner, 








= For Identification as a Mississippi Choctaw, 


. Date MAY 2 1902 
en A ‘ G Lartgt 
4 


com * Jj Vix 
Post- Office, Tete a iy 


Father ee 6. bla. fe, A kf 


Mother Ay oy a Se “ 


hogs 0: Aol ough Mes aon kay 
27 


es: mee Marre 33 


Age 


Children 


fr Gade o/ Caan 


ha ayes for ARAL 


Geet po 





Y Nn 
Stenographer XY Gites ow 





Choeten Mek 558 
eniesc N. Brown 


See MGR 5B 
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Commineion te. the Fire Civili sed 
MUARC ORs Raa Te Tidy By 1902. 


28 In the matter «the application af James Mi Brown fer en- 
roliment as a ¢itizen by blood of the C@ectaw Nation, x" 


Applicant represented by H. . Stone, Attorney, 


Tribes 9 


Serene Caw meme eo we 


. dames NM.’ Brown be first duly sworn by Commissioner Breock- 
inridge testified as fallews: 


Bzanination by the Cémmission: 


Q. What is your name? A..James M. Brown. 

Q. What #@ vour age? A. 22. 

Q» Where do you live? A. Dougherty, Chickasaw Nation, Indim Territory 

Qs, How long have you lived in the faaien Territory? 4. I°eame here 
in the fall of "S89 I believe it was, 

Ye Have you lived here for the last loegeenfe 7 A. Yes air, I was 
in Texag about eicht months during that time. 

Qe ‘Where: did you live before you cama te the rerritory? A. Lived in 

Texas. 

Q.' Were you bern there? A. Yes sir. 
Q...¥iats your father name? A, Benjamin F, Brown. 
Q In your father living? A. Yes sir. 
Q, Whats your mothers nam 7 A, Almeda C. Brown. 
2» Is your mother living? A. Yes sir. 
Qs Through which one of your parents “de you claim your Choctaw 
bleod? 4. My mother 
How much Cheotaw bleed do vou claim? A. One-eighth. 
Ave you married? A, Yes sir. 
Making application for your wife? A, Be sir. 
Mave you my chili ren? A. No sir. 

You are making this application for yourself alene? A, Yes sir. 
Rave vou @r has anyones fer you prier to thia time ever made ap- 
plication for enrollment ag a citizen of the Ghootaw gation? 

/A. yes sir,.My father. Thats my bg bebe ry ee 
Your father:is a nen-oitizen --is'nt he a white man? 4 Yes sir. 
Naver. claimed any. righta - did he make applic tion for you? A, 

It was through my parents; I: dont know exactly which one; I 

aint been right at home all the time. a 


2 








Almeda C. Brown the mother ef this -applicatien for 
enrolinent as a citizen ef the Choctaw Nation at. 
South MaAlester Indian Territory in. September 4899 
at which time her enrollment was refused. At Mus ke- 
gee India Territory en December 25, 189P.4h4s applica 
ion was renewed and. the applicant fn thie: ane ce 
James M. ; | Anoluded therein, The i ‘onion 
Saat ter eerie eal Patten er lene ee 
er enrolls te a as neither her nee. 
the-nane ef her parents ware en the aw 
Lata and the jen had. no authority ,amrdéll . 





setae Wh, 


James Mi; Brewn--2: 


Is your, name on any of the trial Yells ef the aChoctaw watien? 
A iY dont know whether it fig or not, 


Tas tribal: of the Choctaw: yation im Lhe ~'» 
possession ef. the Cenmission have been carefully. 
examined and the name ef this applicant dees 

not appear thereon. 


Have you ever been admitted to citizenship in the Choctaw wation-: 
by the tribal authorities? As Wo sir. . 
Did you ever make application $e the Ghoctaw tribal authorities 
te be enrolled as a citizen ef the Choetaw Nation er has anyone 
for. yom? A. In fact I dont know; I hay'nt been here all the 
ine, 


‘ 
; 


. _f 

Have you any reason to believe that anyone has for youf A. I 
think they hare. 

When? A. I have heard they have. 

Tell us*' all you know about it? A I dent know anything about it. 

I am not. speaking ef this Commission at this time; I an speaking 
ef the Ghootaw tribal authorities; any ef the efficials of the 
Choctaw Wation? A. I dent.rknow anything abeut it. 

Haye you ever ben aimitted to ol tikenstatp in the Choctaw Nation 
by the Commission to the Five Civildsed Tribes wider the Act 
of Congres of June 10, 18967 A. No sir. 


Records of persons admitted to citizenship is 

the Choctaw Nation by the Commission to the Five 
Civiliged Trihes wider the Act of Congress of 
June 10, 1896 have been carefully examined. and 
the mm of this applicant does not appear theren. 
on. 


Have you ever been admitted to citizenship in the Choctaw Nation 
by: judgment of the United States Court. im the Indian Territory? 
A. Mo sir. 


Records of persons admitted to citiszneship in 
the Choctaw Nation by judgment of the Uni ed 
States Court in the Indian Territory have beer 
carefully ex->mined and the name of this appli- 
sant doesnot appear thereon. 


You are the son of Almeda C. Brown? “A. Yes air. 

She was the child of Nathmiel Williams? A. Thats my grandfather. 

Your mether's his child? A, Yeg. sir. , 

Yow 6Iaim your rights to enrollment as a descendant of Nathaniel 
Wijdiams. A, Through my mother. 





Reference is here by made to the appli cation 
fer enreliment as a eitiszen @& the Choctaw 
Nation ef Farmie Ann Williams RB 732. 
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4 Sabeori bod ant eworn te before me thin the Loth day of tuly, A. D. 
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Departinent theistinterior. 
Comminaton to the Fiver Civilized Tribes, 
ted ga Ey Sige 2 3898 
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Inthe matter:of the apphidation for énroViment af eitizens 
blood. Of the Choctaw Nation of.) *"): Beare 
Pe SEO SR ee i ae : sii 45 
‘f Jenee Wi Prowl, -.! Chostaw Revaa, 

o Biraae FiO Belly ook Choctaw R740,” : 

John we Henry, et ales. Choc tew. mae 
Sarah Bilife Henry, e+ als, Choctaw R~738., 
Sarah Jane Henry, © %-0 Choet aw’ R-758. 


W. My Cravens, attorney'for the several applicants in the 
above named cases, asks that the cases of the several applicants 
herein be gombined with, and made a part of, the consdlidated 
Missigal‘ppbi Choctaw’ case of Blvira Josephine Brown; et ali, ‘claim- 
ing ‘descent from the same common ancestor Nellie Folsom.) 


The request of attérney for applicants 4s ‘granted ani the 
cases of. the several applicents. hereinbefore mamed willbe combined 
with andsonsidered a part. of the ¢onsolidatéd Missiseappi Choctaw 
case of Blvira Jesephine Brown, et al., MiCsR. 5651, 


«1 @. Rosenwinkel being duly sworn on his oath states that as 
stenographer to. the Commisgion to the Five Civilized Tribes he 
repated in full all the proceedings had in the above entitled 
gause On May. 2}, 1902, and that:the above and foregoing is a full, 
true and correot transcript of his stenogra c. netes in said cause 


on said date of May 1902, J 
drsns | vo 


Subscribed and sworn to: before me this 24th\day. of. May 1902, 


b 
« ay at * 








COMMISSIONERS — 
REFER IN REPLY TO THE FOLLOWING 


HENRY L, DAWES, 
TAMS BIxey, 


Fp get wams — COMMISSION TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES. | Choctaw R 744 


C. R, BRECKINRIDOE. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 


ALLISON L. AYLESWORTH, | 
SECRETARY 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, April 21, 1902, 


James W. Brown, 


co 


Marietta, Indian Territory, 


Dear yadam: 


Receipt is hereby acknowledged of the affidavit of James HN. 
Brown and joint affidavit of Almeda C. Brown and W. 7. Brown and T. 
J. Huddleston, offered in the matter of the application of James N,. 
Brown to be identified as a Choctaw Indian, in response to our com- 
munication of March 21, 1902, notifying you that you would be allowed 
thirty days from the date thereof within which to submit to the Com- 
mission an affidavit, corroborated by two witnesses, showing that you 
are entitled to be identified as a Mississippi Choctaw under the 
provisions of the twenty first section of the act of Congress of 
June 28, 1898. 

These affidavits have been filed with the records of the 
Commission and you are now advised that if it is your intention to 
attempt to prove such rights as you claim as the descendant of 
Choetaw Indians who complied or attempted to comply with the provis- 
ions of the fourteenth ‘ D : yo 830 





United States and the Choctaw Wation, it will be necessary for you to 


a 





J.N.B. 2 


personally appear before the Commission with such witnesses as you 
may be able to secure in support of said allegations. 
You are further advised that you will be allowed thirty 


days from the date hereof within which to submit evidence; and if, 


at the expiration of that time, no personal testimony substantiating 
the allegations in the affidavits now filed is presented, the Com- 
mission will consider that you do not wish to prosecute the claim as 
@ Mississippi Choctaw, and that the case is completed, and it will 
proceed to render its decision as to your right to enrollment as a 
citizen of the Choctaw yation and to identification as a Mississippi 
Choctaw, which decision will be duly made known to you when rendered. 


i 


Yours truly, * 


Uy 


tiff hi hh 
Sf VAG 


Acting Chairman, 








MeO eRe 6660 


Muskogee, Indian ferritory, January 7, 1903, 


vanes MN, Brown, 


Dougherty, Indian Térritory, 
Dear Sirs 
You are hereby advised that on the 7th. day of January, 
1905, the Commission to the. Five Civilized Tribes fendered a dela» 
fen in the conselidated case of Elvira Josephine Brown, et als, ; 
embracing the. following applicationsfor identification as 
Mississippi Choctaws: 


Elvira’ Josephine Brown, M.CyRs 8631 
Mattie Jane Watson, et al., MeCeR, 8634 
Minnie M. Griffith, M.CyRs B6S5 
Sarah, Jane Henry, MeaR,. 135668 
Sarah Belle Henry, et tye M.C.Rs 5662 
John Ny Henr, ry et al. M.Ceiis 5683 
Birdie Ps Kelly, M.GeR. 6654 
Blijah Willtama’ et als, M.C.R.. 5632 
Masy Magdalene Todd, 62 al., M.C.R. 8636 
Almeda €.Brown, et al., MeOeRs 6633 
Tends WF Brown, M.OsRy 5658 
Matty” vi Wataon, et al. Ms0.Rs 5647 
Margaret i. Trammel, et a@lki, M,C.Ry 2 


Theée applications wére made under the provision of. the 
act of Congress ef June 28, 1698 (30 Statss; 496) , which is as fol- 


lows? 


“Said Commiasion shall heave aushare ty to determine the 
Binds of Chostaw pnesea® Slaiming : 
ticle m of the treat ty betworn the Uhi ted 


‘States ard the bite tion, uded oon: - 
minivter Me thay examine . hundred and = ae per oy _ 
nece “tert and: reper The 


necessary thersto,. 
Interiors 
ra + " a ya ae * 








JONG By ~2 


Baid decisign eehaluder ' LOL AOWBE oy og wa. oe dag ts 
Hatt rat oon he Reis an tg 
evidence herein is ing ftiekent to determine. the ent red ie 
Josephine. Brown, Matt! tthe Watson: e2 e* son, 641115 
ie My Sarah Jane Henry y Sarah 
Dy 


Watson, Auti Wa sony ~ ‘. 
Henry, Déssie Henry, &. die ¥, 
o Ns Witidems, Arthor N. #41 2teme, 
@ Williams, Vary Magdalene Toda 
Jesse Lee Todd, William Virgil Todd, Almeda 6, Brown, Johnnie b. 
Brown, Katie Lee Brown, Alice Gertrude Brown, Minnie x. Brown, 
Bertha May Brown, Cora Myrtle Brown, Mamie May Brown, James. ¥W, 
Brown, Mary J. Watson, Annie Bthel Watson, Maggie Gertrude Wataon, 
Eva Neal Watson, Marraret TL. Trammel, Thomas J. Trammel, Sarah C. 
Trammel, Frank Trammel, Arthur L, Tramnel, Willie B, Trommel and 
Ethel Pearl Trammel, a8 Choctaw Indians entitled to rights in the 
Choctaw lands under the provisions of said article fourteen of the 
treaty’ of eighteen hundred and thirty, and thet the applications 
for their identification as Such should be refused, and it is so 
ordered," 


You are further advised that you will be. allowed fifteen 
days ftom’ the’ date hefeof within whieh to fL2i¢°arguments:insthis e 
effivcajiand that at the expiration of said time the papors in the 


case, together With such arguments, will be forwarded to «the 


Secretary of the Interior, through the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 


Respectfully, 


Acting Chairman, 
Registered, 








James W, Brown, 
Dougherty, Indian Territory, 

Dear Sirt 

You are hereby notified that on the pAlet day of Roven 
ber, 1903, the Seoretary of the Interior affirmed the deoision of 
this Commission refusing the applications for identifioation as 
Mississippi Choctawe of the neveral persons included in the con 
solidated onse of Elvira Josevhine Brown et 41., of which decis~ 


ion you were advised by registered wail on the 7th day of Jamary, 


1903, 
Respeotfully, 


pm FEDER 


ne 


Ghaixoean, : 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 


COMMISSION TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED 
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Choctaw M@KR £56597 
“Thomas a . Seacbo rough 








DEP RG ae OF fie t benkapnTARaatin yes = ee a i raat Sas - . 
COMMISSION TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES, 


In the matter of the application of Thomas C, Scarborough, 


et al., for identification as Mississippi Chootaws, M. C, R. 5659, 


List of papers forwarded to the Secretary of the Interior, 
with the record in the above case, together with the page occupied 
by each in said record, 


Original application of Thomas C, Scarborough, 
et al., for identification as Mississippi Chootawa........0. 


Certified copy of marriage record of P. 0, 
Searbrough and Nanoy BNYGET ooo ccvocrecesercesoseoessseessecs 


Decision of the Commission refusing the appii- 
gation of Thomag C,. Searborough, et al., for identifica- 
tion ap Miseisaippi Choctawa,..ccsssecrecetsodsccececsegesess 7 








tie. Interior, 
Somindton eet ghrna ig ag oO ribes, 


In the mtt 6f the application for identigisation e Misais- 
sippi Choctaws OF Thoshy omas C, Pbordugh for Sinaeit aid bis sig " 
minor children; Thomas Jacksony Mittie May, Arthur Pauly Homer Lee, 
Wilife Norma and Albert Otha Soarborouch. 


Applicants represented by attorney L. P. Hudson. 


Thomas C. Searborough, being first duly sworn testifies as 
follows; ~ 


Examination by the Commis on. 


What‘is your name? A Thomas C. ve ra Sea 
Your age ig fifty years? A Yes 
Wiag is your post office aadrenst’ “w “Genter. 
Indiam Territory? A Ye sir, 
How-long have you lived th Indian Territory? A I have been in 
the Terfiteory about fourteen years, 
In Center how leng? A al have ‘not been tnere Smtoe Gougieeur 
years. 
Where did you live before you lived in the Territory? A In 
Arkansas, 
Where. were you born, in Arkansas? A Ne, sir; in Illinois. 
oy your go from Illinois to Arkansas? A Yes, sir. 

oe Spebepoehe living? A No, Ys 

Gat ‘nother living? A So, sir. 

f is the name of your father? A John Scearborough. 

won Was your mother's name? A Janie Scarborough. 
De you claim through: your father=or’ méthert Ay . father 
‘Heowhuh Choctaw bleod do you, slain? A About: one-eighth. 
‘RAS your father ever been recoguized or enrolled ps a Choctaw 
Indian by the Ghoetaw tribal angie om the United States 
authorities in Indian Territory? No ye not that Y know of. 
Haye you proof of thé marriage of Four father’ and mother with you? 4 
A. No, sir. 
You think you could introduce that proof later if piven time? ATI 
think sc. 


é 
" 
Qt 
q 
3 


© 





Time isellowed if submitted within thirty days hereof. 


es you married? A Yoa, sir, 
@ your ‘wife living? A Yes, sir. 
Le. she a ‘white woman or Choataw Indian? A Well she claims the 


prog t a nl tor her? A We, sir} 
gla ‘or her oO, 8 never. 
ad rier ‘peat Maney. Lucinda, | 

No sini Tek your Soy then? A No, sir, lis: he 
Now g ‘me the name jof est child 

that you want’ to mike 2 ies for?, A as. 
Bow: eld is het A Li bet mae tea g old. 


& L2EL°2 LAL 





#2 
q 
q 
@ 
q 
Q 
Q 
d 
¢ 
g 
Q 
& 
q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
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Wext A. Mittie-May. 

M-i+t+t~-i~e?. 2% Yes’, sir, 

How ojf ia she? A’ She in sixteen. 

Next> A Arthur Paw... 

P-a=u-1? A You Sir, 

How 0107 A Homer Lee: 

How olt? A Twelve. 

Next? A Willie Norma. 

W-i-l-1<1-e--Neo-r-m-a? A Yos, sir. 

Giri? A No, sir; a boy. 

How old?’ A Hight years old. 

Next? A Albert Otha. 

O-t-h-a? A, Yes, sir. 

That is all? A -Yes,. sir. 

How old? A Four years.--=-That is all. 

Is Nancy L., the:mother of these children? A Yes, sir. 

You are the father? A Yes; sir, 

These children ard yeur wife are Living with jou at your nome? A 

A Yes; I am a littie dlow of hearing, 

Have you proof of your marriage toyyeur wife with you? A Yeg, 

gir. 

You got that vroof with you now? A Yes; Well Y think I had it. 

You will file it to-day? A Attorney; ,Yes, sir. 

Is your name or the names of your ohildren on uny of the tribal 

rolis of the Choetaw Nation in tndtan Territory? A Not that I 

know of. 

Haye you ever made application for cltizenship in the Choctaw 

Nation for yoursalf and children to the Ghootaw tribal au- 

thorities in Indian Territory? A No, sir. 

Have you ever made application for oitizenship in the Choctaw 

Nation for yourself and children to the Commission to the Five 

carenaee Tribes under the aet of Congressof June 10, 1LOY6? A 

No, sir. 

Istitis'the firat applioation you have ever made to either the 

Choctaw tribal authorities or the United States authoritiesfor 

citizenship in the Chootaw Nation? A Yes, sir... 

You never nave been enrolied with your chiidren as a member of 

the Choctaw tribe of Indians by either the Choctawtribal Bu- 

thoritiss, the Coumigsion to the Five Civilized Trihes or the 

United States Court in Indian Territory? A No, sir, 

De you now come before the Commission to identify yourself and 

these children as Missisaippi Choctaws diaiming under urticle 

fourteen of the treaty of 1830? A Yes, sir. 

Do you understand that article of that treaty? A Yes, sir; I 

think BO, 

You “den't care to have a further expianstion 07 that article 

then? A Wo, sir. 
It xr j 








"Bagh Choctaw head of a ‘family being desirous to remain and be- 
com a citizen of thé States shall be permitted te do so by sig- 
nifying his intention''te the: rent within «ix months from. the 
ratification of thin: treaty and he-or she shail thereupon be en- 
titied to a reservation of ae Sa On of Six hundred: and ferty 
acres of land to te bounded by anct ivi lates of survey; in like . 


manner shall. be entitled to lone + quantity for each’ un- 


ried child which is living’ with his over. 
and & quarter sedtion to cian ania an are 


age, to adjoin the. location of the: parent, 


BOE Ne NB |S 
, ? 
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Q 
Q 
Q 
@: 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
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said lends intending to become citizens of the States for five 
years after the ratification of the treaty in that case a 

erent in fee simple shill issue; sald reservation shail include 
the present improvementof: the head of the fmily or a portion. of 
its Persons who claim tinder this article shail not icse the 
Privilege of & Choctaw citizen but. is they everrenove sre not to 
be entitled to any portion of the Choctaw annuity." 


Do. yon know if ‘any. of ‘vor Choctuw ancestors complied or attempted 
to comply with any of the provisions ot that articie? A No. 
Who. do you claim through now as a Mississippi Choctaw? A My 


father. 
Way back? AI go to my grandfather. 


‘What is his name? A. John David. 


John David Searborough? A Yes, sire 

ew relation is John David Scarborough to you? A My grand- 
father, 

How much Choctaw blood did he have? A He was counted to be ene 
half so { understand. 

Did he ever tive in Missisa ppi or Alabama in tha year 1830 in 
the old Choctaw Nation? A I understood he did. 

You understand that in the family? A Yes, sir. 


. Did he have afamily of children living in Missisa pri in 18309 


A I don't know. 

Did he live in Missisd prior in Alabama? A TT was only told 
that he lived in Mississi ppi and moved from there to Tennessee. 
Was that in the old Choctaw Nation? A f don't know. 

Can you give me the name of any ancestor having Choctaw blood 
who lived gn the old Choctaw Nation in 1630 who was ihe head of a 
family there? A No, sir. 

How old would John David Searborough be if Living now? <A That 
is my grandfather, he would be quita old; my futher would be 
close to eighty. 

How old would your gandfatie rr be? A TI don't know. 

Where was your father born? A In Tennessee I surcose. 

Did he ever live in Mississippi? A TI don't know. 

Did any of your Choctaw ancestors own or ciaim any land in 
Mississippi or Alabama under article fourteen of the treaty of 
1830? A Wot that I know of, 

Did anv of your Choctaw ancestors own any improvanonts on iand 
in the old Choctaw Nation in Missinsippi or Aiazbau. in 19830? A 
I. don't know. 

Did any of your Choctaw ancestors within six inonths after the 
ratification of the treaty of 1830 go to the Unitea States 
Indian Agent Colonel ward and tell him they wanted to stay in 
Mississippi, take land there and become citizens of the States? 
A JF. don't know, 

Dic any of your Chectaw ancestors to your knowlsdge go fram that 
old Choctaw Wation Sast of the Missiasippi River to the. Choctaw 


wl oie OCT 33 detween 3 ng 





1838°? A Not that I know of, 


The Choctaw Indians who remained in thsold Choctaw Nation 
Hast of the Mississippi ‘River after the treaty of 1830 was. 
ratified were required if they wanted to take advantage of ; 
article fourteen of that treaty to go to the United States Indian 
Agent Colonel ward within six months from the ratificdion of the 
treaty and tell him they. wanted to stay in Mississippi, take. 
land there and become sitiszens of the United States. A great many. 
Chootaw Indians diq this whose names Colonel ward failed to: 
upon’ his list known as Ward's register and beonuse of ‘hi 
a great many Choctaw Indians who had land in Mies 





whith they had “improveréents to have both taken from them by the 
government and sold at its pubiic land sales, This caubed a 

great many compls ints’ among the’ Choctaw Indimns ‘and as the result 
o©'the complaints Congress in 2637 by.ect approved maroh 3rd of 
that year appotnted a Commission to go: to Missiseippi and hear 
Claimants under article fourteen ‘of the. treaty of 1830. In 1842 
another Commiesion was arpeinted by Congressfor the same purpose 
under an act appro. yed Avglist. 23rd of that year and this Commis- | 
sion also went to Misstssippi and heard. claimants under artiole 


fourteen of the treaty of 1830. 


Did any of your Choctaw ancestors g0 before either of these 

two Commissions end claim any benefits as Choctaw Indisns under 
that article of that treaty? A. Not-that I know of, 

Did any of your Choctaw ancestors receive any serip or certifi-g- 
cates, from the United States government which entitied them 

to select land either: in Mississippi,Alabama, Louisiane or 
Arkansas to be taken from vacant government iand? A I don't 
know, 

This scrip was issued under ar act of Congress approved August 
25, 1842, and was distributed to those Choctaw Indians. who 
proved their claims under erticle fourteen of the treaty of 

18350 and also provedthat they had land taken from them in the 
old Choctaw Nation and sold by the government. Have you anyn 
reiativeas who nave been here before the Comaligsion ta be. identi= 
fied as Mississippi Choctaws? A No, sir. 

Have you any other evidence you want to present now? A No, sir. 


Were I, P. Huéson attorney for applicants, asks leave to 
file written evidence in support of this arplication within 
thirty days, 


Motion is granted. 


Do you speak the Choctaw lanvgusge? A No, sir. 
Examination by attorney L. P. Hudson. 


Mr. Searborough you have one child over age? A Yes, sir. 
What te the mame of that child? A Charlie Edward, 

How old is he? A Twenty-two. 

You expect him to sprear before the Commission ao you not? A 
Yes, sir, 


Witnees excused to secure marriage License and upon re-appear- 
ance the following proceedings were had: 


L. P. Hudson attorney for applicants, offers in evicence 
marriage license or WR. Tf. GC. Scarborough and Miss Naney: Snyder 
i i j art or the 








record in this case, 


Ey the Commission. 


Seid evidence is received by the Commisdon, marked exhibit "A* 
and made a part of the record in this case. 


This applicant has the appéerance and physical charactéristies, %) 
of being descended from white parentage; blue eyes; ruddy complex 


4 
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tawlanguage? A, Noy air. 


Q Do you understand the, Choo 


He hua 16: khowLedee of tne Choethiy Datiguage:| ard no Krowledge 
of, complianes on) the ‘part of hia ancestors. With any of the -pro- 
visions of arttele, Teurteen ot the, wreaty of, 130. 


POR RP Bs: GI SOM Seine , H 


~ Ge Rovenwinkel being dily sworn on hie oath: atates that as < 
Stenegrepher-toe the Commission to. the ‘Pive Civtiazed Trabea. he 
 Keportedt An Pule nid the proesedings fad in’. the: above “entit ied 
 “ORMse On May 22) °1902; and. that the Ove and Toregcing As: m 
“SPALL, true and oorrect. trangeript ‘of 16 Stenographic notes .in 
‘Said cause on satd date of May*1902 te, ee 


Bubsers bed. and sworn. $6" before me this 29th day of May L902. 


Notary Public, 








DEPARTMENT GF THE TNTERIGR, 
COMMISSION TO THE FIVE CIVILIEMD TAIyEES. 


POO Oe | Ot oe oe 


tn the matter ef the application ef Thoms 0, Scarboreugh, 
et ol,, for identifinetion as Migsiasipp’ Choetaws, My 0, Ry B66% 


wt DECISION pa- 


It appears from the record hersin that application for 
identifigation as Miseiasippi Chootaws was made t¢ this Comission 
hy. Thomas @, Searborougs for hinself and his six miner children, 
Thomas Jackson, Miteie May, Arthur Paul, Homer Lee, Willie Norm 
and Alnert Otha Searborough, under the following provision of the 
act of Congress approved June 26, 1896, (30 Stats, 495): 


"Gaid Commis¢ion shall. have as thor$s _* determine the 


i¢entity ef Chootaw Indians claiming ® in the Choetew 
janie under article fourteen ef the treaty between the 
‘United States and the Chostaw Nation, uded September 

~peventh, @ighteon h rty, and to. that 
orp: Bear uareahted eaths, examine witnesses, and perforn 
all other ete necessary thereto and make report to the 
Seeretary of the Interior," 


It wlse eppeers that All of aaid applioants lain righte 
tu the Choctaw lands under article fourteen of the treaty between ; 
thé United States and the Chootan Bation, eondluded ‘Septender twentys 
‘seventh, eighteen hunared and tharty , by reason of being deseéndants. a 








* 





a 
af one Ten D4r1A Sourboreugh, van bs alleged to have deen an one 
half bleed Cheotaw Indien and! $4. hare rentdes in Wiséiesipps in 
eighteen uméreg and thirty, ” 

it further appears’ frém the evidence submitted in support 

of said applieation an@ from the records in the possession of the 
Comiaeion that none of said applicants has ever been enrelled uy 
the Cheetew tribe) authorities as a member of the Ghectaw tribe, 


or admitted toe Choctaw oitinenship by a anly constituted court or 
committee of the Choetaw Nation, er by the Commission te the Pive 


Civilised Tribes, or by a deere of the United States Court in 
Indian Territory wider the previsions of the act of Congress ap- 
proved June 10, 1896, (29 Stat, 392). 

Tt dees not appear from the testimony and evidenee offered 
in @upport ef said application, or from the reeerds in the posses 
sion of the Cormission relating to persons whe complied or attezpted 
to comply with the provisions of article fourteen of the treaty ef 
eighteen hundred and thirty, and to persons whe heretefere were 
claimants thereunder, that the #aid John David Searbderough, or an 
ancestor lese remote, signified (in persen or ky prexy) te. Colenel 
Wm, Ward, Indian Agent, Choetaw Agenéy, an intentien to comply with 
‘the provisions of said artidle fourteen, or presented a claim te 





Fights thereunder to #ither of the Commissions authorized to adjudi~ 
eate sugh olsins vy the acts of Congress approved Mareh 3, 1537, 
(5 Mats, 380), and August 23, 1042, (5 Stat., 625), 

jt Ae therefore ‘the opinion of thie OCamAssion that the 
ramen ‘area te ain 8 3. to detensine the identi ty nilbiacaentt 





x ‘Be 


0. Searberough, Thoms Tacieson owned: MS tthe Shey Searbercugh, 
Arthur Panl Scarporeagh, Romer Lee Searborougs, Wiliie Norma Sear 
borough. and Albert Otha Searbarough as Choe taw Indians entitied to 
rights in the. thootaw Lend vnder the provi siens ef said artisie 
feurtes ef the treaty of eigetedn hundred and thirty, and that 
the application for ‘thetr identitieation as such dhowld be refused, 
and it ie s¢ ordered, 
CemaesroN TOTO HIVE CIVITERKD TRIEKE, 


(BIGNED) Tate Bixby. 
Aoting Chairman. 





(BIGNED g; ZB, Ne sedles. 


oner, 





CG; Ly. Breckinridgs. 


Mushogee, Indian Territory, Canal eaiorers 





OCT: 31 1902 











MoC.R, 5659. 


COPy 
Muskogee, Indian Territory, October 31, 1902, 


Thomas C. Scarborough, 
Center, Indian Territory. 
Dear Sir: 
You are hereby advised that on the 3lst day of Ocstober, 
1902, the Covmission to the Five Civilized Tribes rendered a de- 
cision in the case of Thomas C. Scarborough, et al,; applicants 
to the Commission for identification as Wississippi Choctaws. 
This application was made under the provision of the act 
of Congress of June 28, 1898 (30 Stats.,, 495), which is as follows: 
"Said Comission shall have authority to dotermino the 
identity of Choctaw Indtans dlaiming rights in the Choctaw 
lands under article fourteen of the treaty between the United 
States and the Choctaw Nation, concluded Septéexiber twenty~ 
seventh, eighteen hundred and thirty, and to that end may ad- 
minister oaths, examine witnesses, and perform all other acts 


necessary thereto and maka report to the Secretary of the 
Interior.® 


Said decision concludes as follows: 


"It. is therefore the opinion of this Commission that the 
evidence herein is insufficient to determine the identity of 
Thomas C, Scarborough, Thomas Jackson Scarboroush, Mittie May 
Scarborough, Arthur Paul Scarborough, Homer Lee Scarborough, 
Wilife Nortia Scartorough and Albert dtna Scarborough as Choctaw 
Indians entitled to rights in the Choota Anis he O° 
visions of gaia article fourteen of the treaty of sighteen hune 
dred and thirty, and that the application for their identifie 
cation as sugh should be refused, and it is’ so ordered,” 





You are further eé¥ised. that you will be allowed fiftean 





Ty Cy SarennmnnBs 


days from the date hereof within which te file arguments in this 
‘effice, and that et the expiration of said time the papers in the 


, ease, together with such argimonte, will be forwarfed for review 
to the Secretary of the Isterior through thé Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs. 


Respectfully, 


SSIGNED) ai 4 
a: Py aa ryan y 
CT mm Ae LA Ostet 


f — 
. 
Lower 


Registcred, Acting Chairman, 








M.C.R, 5659. 
COPY, 


Mugkogee, Indian Territory, October 31, 1902, 


Vanefield, “MoMurray & Cornish, 
Attorneys for Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations, 
South “cAlester, Indian Territory, 
Gentlemeni:- 
You are hereby advised that on the 31st day of October, 
1902, the Commission to the Pive Civilized Tribes rendered a ds- 
cision of the case of Thomas C. Scarborough, ot al., applicants 
to the Commission for identification as “Mississippi Choctaws. 

This application was made under the provision of*the act 

of Congress of June 28, 1898 (30 Stats., 495), which is as follows: 

“Said Commission shall have authority to determine the 
identity of Choctaw Indians claiming rights in the Chootaw 
lands under article fourteen of the treaty between the United 
States and the Choctaw Nation, concluded September twenty- 
seventh, eighteen hundred and thirty, and to that end may ad- 
minister oaths, examine witnesses, and perform all other acte 
necessary thereto and make report to the Secretary of the 
Interior." 

Said decision concludes as follows: 

"It 4s therefore the opinion of this Comutasion ‘that the 
evidence herein 16 insufficient to determine the identity of 
Thomas C. Searbvorough, Thomas Jackson Searborough, Mittie May 
Scarborough, Arthur Paul Scarborough, Homer Lee Scarborough, 


Willie Norma Soarborough and Albert Othe,.Scarborough as Choo- 
taw Indiané entitied to righté in the Chectaw lands under the 


hundred and thirty, and that the appliéetion for their identi- 
fication as such should be refused, and it is so ordered.” 





 s MoM, & ConnmmewenaQ, 


You are further advised thatthe applicants in this case 
have been allowed fifteen days from the date hereof within which te 
file arguments in this office, and that at the expiration of said 
time the papers in the case, together with euch arguments, will be 
forwarded ‘for review to the Secretary of the Interior through the 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

Reapectfully, 


as 
CG} mana ‘PSA 


Cw eee or & 


a 
HOU. 


Acting Chairman. 








copy 


Mugktgee, Indian Territory, Rovenber 17, 1902, 


The Honorable, 


The Secretary of the Interior, 


There is ty anamitted herewith the record in the case of 
Thomas C. Soarborough, et als, applicants to the Commission for 
identification as Mississippi Choctaws, including the decision of 
the Commission of October Sist, 1902, 

The Commission has the honor to report. that the principal 
applicant herein, and the attorneys for the Choctaw and Chickasaw 
Nations have been duly advised by letter of the action of the 
Commission, copies of said letters being attached to the record. 


Respectfully, 


G/ me 4am om "jm 


Through the Leariee, iat 
Acting Chairman, 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 


Eno. M.C.R.. 5659. 








Land 69,834-1902, 


DEPARTMENT QF THE INTERIOR, 
Office of Indian Affairs, 
Washington, Feb. 10, 1903. 


The Honorable 
The Secretary of the Interior. 
Sir: 
I have the honor to submit, herewith, for your consideration, 
the record of the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes, in the 
matter of the application of Thomas C. Soarborough for the 
identification of himself and his six minor children, Thomas Jackson, .‘ 
Mittie May, Arthur Paul, Homer Lee, Willie Norma and Albert Othe , 
Scarbarough, as Mississippi Choctaws,wherein a decision adverse 
to the applicants was rendered by the commission on Ootober 31, 1902. 
Tke testimony in this case shows that the applicants base their 


Olaim to identification as Mississippi Choctaws under this application | 3 


because ef their descent from John David Scarborough, who, it is 
alleged, was a Choctaw Indian and a resident of the Choctaw Nation 
at the time of the making of the Choctaw treaty of 1830. 

The commission rejected the applicant s because the name of the 
ancestor, through whom they claim, did not appear among the names 
ef those who complied or attempted to comply with the provisions of 

er the additional 4 

reason that the applicants themselves had never been enrolled as 





citizens of the Choctaw Nation. 

An examination has been made of the records of this office 
with reference to the name of John Davigé Scarborough, and it is 
discovered that his name does not appear among the names of those 


)o MBO complied or attempted to comply with the provisions of the i4th 


artiéle of ‘the Choctaw treaty of 1830. 

This Being true, it is efident that te decision of the 
Commission rejecting the applicants was correet, “and I concur 
in that finding and recommend that it be approved. 

Very respectfully, 
(W. Cc. B,) A. C. Tonner, 


PP Acting Commissioner, 








Dy: Ge Ho *« B921-1903, 
ITD, 1576-1903 * 
Lh. R, 8. 
DEPARTMENTOR THE INTERIOR. 
Washington i 


February 28, 1903, 


Commission te the Five Civilized Tribes, 
Muskogee, I. T, 
Gentlemen: 


November 17, 1902, you transmitted the record in the 
matter of the application for identification as Mississippi 


Choctaws, of Thomas C, Scarborough and his minor children, Thomas 
Jackson, Mittie May, Arthur Paul, Homer Lee, Willie Norma and Albert 


Otha Scarborough, including your decision of October 31, 1902, adverse a 

te the applicants, ” 
\j, Bey claim rights in Choctaw lands under article 14 of the 

treaty ef Septem or 27, 1830,by reason of being descendants of 


one John David Scarborough, alleged ts have been a half blood 
Choctaw. fndian residing in Mississippi in 1830, 

The records fail to show that the applicants were ever 
admitted or enrglled as citizens of the Choctaw Wation, or that said 
John David Scarborough or an anceator legs remote, complied or 





mpved tO comply with said article 14 or with either of the acta 
of March 8)°1837 (5 Stat., 180), and Auguat! 83, ‘Wea2 (5 Stat,, 513). 





a 2= 


Reporting February 10, 1903, the Acting Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs resonmends epprovyal of your decision. A copy 
eof his letter is inelosed. 


Finding no reasem te modify your decision, it is hereby 
affirmed, 


Respectfully, 
Thos. Ryan, 


1 inclesure. 3 Acting Secretary. 








M.C.R, 5659, 
COPY. 


Muskogee, Indian Territery, March 12, 1903. 


Themas C. Scarboteugh, 


Genter, Indian Territery. 


You are hereby notified that on the 28th day of Yebruary, , 
1903, the Secretary of the Interier affirmed the decision of this s 
Commission refusing the application for identification as Mississippi 
Choctaws of the several persons h cluded in the case of Thomas C. 
Scarberough, et al., of which decision yeu were advised by registered 
mail om the 3lst day ef Gcteber, 1902. 
Respectfully, 


; 


(SIGNED 


Chairman. 








MiO.R, 5689, 


GOP EL 
Muskegee, Indim ferritery, ¥Vereh 12, 1903. 


£ 


Mansfield, MWeMurray & Cornish, 
Atterneys fer the Chectaw and Chickasaw Mattons, 
Peano eT MoAlentor, indian Serritery. gi 

Gentlemen! 

You are hereby notified that on the 28th day of February, 
1903, the Secretary of the Interior affirmed the decision of this 
Commission refusing the application for identification as Missiesipp! | 
Choctaws of the several persons inoluded in the case of Thomas C. 
Scarborough, et al., of which decision you were advised by mail 
on the Slat day of Octeber, 1902, 


Respectfully, 


(SIONE®) 


Ba Fegtseie a 2S Sea 








” Rrte 
No. Se a 49. 


For Identification as a Mississippi Choctaw. 


Date \y 22 1902 


Name rsa b. Mearbererph 


Age FO. Blood 1¢ 


-_—_— ( - 
Post-Office, OiwHer- oO 7s 


Father Gefon ’ | 


Mother Ane 


Claims through 


iad Haney K, " 
ho han 


Children 


ioe ant cm PF 


Ihe. Troy 

Avhir Face 

WGarin er 

Mella Me OT “AAS x 
Olt.» ©, ' 
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DEPARTMENT OF. THE INTERIOR, 
COMMIS’ TON TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES/ 


In the matter of the application of Mary Winford for the enrolle 


ment of herself and children as citizens by blood of the Cheetaw Nae 
tion, 4 


The applicant,’ Mary Winford, appeared before the Commission at 
Colbert, Indian Territory, June 20, 1900,. and there made applica} 


tion for the enrollment of herself, and children, Robert, Charley, 


Minnie, Everett, Virgil and Jesse Winford, as citizens by blood of 


the Choctaw Nation, 


It appears from the evidence in this case that the names of the 
applicants have never been co: ly of the rolls of the Choctaw yae 
tion; and that the applicants have never been admitted to citizen- 
ship in the Choctaw Nation by either the legally constituted author= 
ities of the Choctaw Nation, or by the Commission to the Five Ciy= 
ilized Tribes, acting under the act of Congress of June 10, 1596, or 
by the United States Courts in the Indian Territory on appeal from 
the decision of the tribal authorities or the decision of the Come 


mission , 


The application of Mary Winford for the enrollment of herself 
and children, Robert, Charley, “Minnie, Fverett, Virgil and Jesse 
Vinford, as citizens by blood of the Choctaw Netion, is therefore 


hereby refused, 








In the gatter of the Application of 
/ Mary Wintord et aX, for Inréliment 
as Citizens of the Cheetaw Nation, 


“DEPARNEW? OF THR) INTERIOR 
coun ss TO THR FIVE CIVILIZED TRIER, 


Chectaw- RK. 669. 


oo ef @¢ cc «8 Ge 


Winferd, being first duly eworn by Acting Chairman Bixby, 


Mary 
testified as follows: 


Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
¢ 
7 
Q 
“ 
q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 


ee £2O ff SL 


What is your name? A Mary Winforda. 
How old are you? A 41] years, 
What is your postoffice address? A Russett, I. T. 
How long have you lived in the Ind. Ter.? A 18 yeurs. 
Where did you live be@re coming to the Ind. Ter.? A ‘Texas. 
Were you born in Texas? A’ Mo, I was born in Georgia. 
What is your father's name? A M. C. Clark. 
Is he living? A Yes sir. 
Is he & Choctaw? A Yes sir. . 
How much Choctaw does he claim? to have? A 1/4. 
Has his name ever been on the Choctaw rolls? A I can't tell you. 
Has he yer, been reco gised by the Choctaw tribal authorities as a 
Chectaw Indian? A He has been before the council, 
What is pour mother's name? A Naney. 
Ie @he living? <A Yes sir. 
Is she & white woman? A Yes sir. 
How much Chootaw Indian blood do you claim to have? A 1/4. 
Has your name ever been en the Choctaw tribal rolls? A No, only 
with his; it was before the couneil; it went throug just Iie it is 
now. 
You mean you tried to get through? A Yes sir. 
Have you ever been redomized by the Choctaw tribal authorities as 
a Choctaw Indian? A No dir. 
Did you ever ay to the Choctaw tribal authorities for cnrollment 
as a Choctaw Indian? A Mo sir. 
Did you epply when your father did? A I was not there. 
Waen’t your name in the application? A Yes sir. 
Did: you apply to the pawes Comnigsion dn '96? A WNo--I don't know 
but very little about it; my father carried the case. 
Your father did not bring it to the Commission? A WNo sir. 
Your pétition was presented to the counoil, but never acted upon? 
I don't know, me 
(Bote) The testimony states that it was rejected by the coun- 





see 
Do you. knew whether or not your application was rejected by the chur 
CUPA XE don't know. 
erat cathe. iene of the father of your children? A . Bob Winford. 
are tie names and ages Of your okildren under 21 years. of ag 
peprine’ 2% Robert, 20, Charley, 17, Minnie 14, Everett 9, 


a1) lividg'sit home? A Yes sir, Sys 
@ the ste as yours? A Yes. 


ike to state in rege 


ill 


Sua ki batt 0 dian : 





Subserihed in my presence (ae awe 
6th ayy, of Tuly, Xs Dey 1900 








Hg Ege 


or THR INTERIOR, . 
ceucrseren 40 i TO THR i OTVILIZED THIREs, 
Muskogee Indian Ter#itory May 22nd 1902. 


Im the matter of the applications for identificatieon as 
Mississippi Choctaws ef- 


William A, Clark,et al M.¢,R.5650 
Weasley Cc. Clark,et al 5655 
Themas B,.. Clark,¢t: al 5656 
John H, Clark,et al 5682 
Gharles M. on bs al 5649 
Mary Winford,« a 6660 
Resa i, munter,et al "$661 


APPEARANCES; J.0,Pool,Atsorney for applicants. 


William A. Clark being called upen to testify in said caus 
es and being first duly sworn,testified as follows: 


Examination by the Commission. 


Q What is your name? A Wiliiam A. Clark. 
Q What is your age? A Forty-eight, 
Q Did you appear before the Cormiasion to the Five Civyilised Tribes 
on this date and make a re eeeinct for the identification of yourself 
and miner ehildren as Mississippi Choctaws,claiming Choctaw blood . 
through your father Meses C. Clark? A Yes sir. 
Q Is Mary Winford a sister ef yours? A Yes sir. 
: bo Hattie Hunter a sister of yours? A No sir,she's my nieoe. 
ors | is-the daughter of Mary Winford? A Yes sir; she's 

deems war t te get her two ehildren in, 
Q They bane the identical spree er whe appeared before this Commission 
at Colbert during the menth of June,1900,and made application for 
the enrollment of themselves and their families as citizens by blood 
of the Chectaw Wation,are™ “A Yes sir, 
Q Is it new your purpose to have the cases for these parties for 
enroliment transferreé té and’ Rs t of consolidated Mississippi 
Chectaw case of William A. C ‘ Abpisbente Ser identifica~ 
tion before this Commission as ulseissivrl Chectaws, they claiming 
deseen old om the same conmon angester? A Yee sir. 

Is a winferd Living? Yes Sir. 


“4 may eninere n hae siiet A I a€tn’t know. She aint got only 

t she 

> hagm't any children oni those bern prier.to her ication 
coer A No etr,, “4 3 ope 
geod Hunter ye MAES coe 2 hg dead. 


ota ¥ 





” 


‘@ These persons dérive their Chootar blood: from the same source 
that fou 40? A. You air, cag gh "a 
Q f ord and you ars. full brether and sister? A Yes sir. 

8 5 y and gems mother? A Yes sir, aa 

. Hattie Hunter was the daughter of Mary Winford,was she? A Yes 
s r, ; 


SD ee ee ee rere om 


Ire Bi Hiles,being first duly sworn,states that as stenoxrapher 
to the Conmissien to the Five Civilized tribes he. reported in full 
tndign Sereivery jay: Baad ;A¢Ossent tine the ees tg euanoete 

an. Territory Ram ayend « above an ‘egoing is a 
« Luly tee and correct’ éranuoript of his stenographio notes taken in 
said preoeedings on said date. 


eg 


ee BA vies ~ BA 
— = RE * * “Y ~« 7 a re < 
= 


Subscribed and swern to befere me this the 26th day of May,1902,at 
Muskogee, Indian Territory. 5 


Notary Public. 








M.0,R, 5660. 


Muskogee; Indian Territory, April 18, 1903, 


Mery Winfora, 


Re’ 


Rassett, Indian Porritory, 


Dear Madam: ES AR pee ten aeesbhieee Pete th a 
You are heréby notified tliat on the 8nd day of April, 

1908, the Secretary of the Interior affirmed the decision of this 

Gommission refusing the applieations for identification as Miagis- 

Sippi Chootawsa of the several persons inégluded in the consolidated 

Gase of William A, Glark, et al., of whieh decision you were ad- 

vised by registerea mail on tho 27th day of December, 1902. 

Respeotfully, 


(SIGNED), 
yp) 


P, 4 

eee Le 

eee bl ef 
= 


Chairman, 








Ghoctaw R:669 


ig Ee 
1 


iubkogee’, Indign Territory, April 22, 1908, 


fh 


¢ 


an" 

L, D.' Horton, 

Attorney at Taw, 

Turant, Indian Territory. 

Dear girs We 

Receipt is hereby edknowledced of your letter of the 19th 
instant, referring kor our letter of the 9th instant addressed to 
Mary Winford at Belton, indian Territory, in which she was advised 
that she would be permitted thirty days fran that date within which 
to make personal application to this Commission for the identifi- 
cation of hergelf and her minor children as Mississippi Cho¢taws, 

In your letter of the 19th instant, you atate that it 
will be impossible for wre, Winford to appear before the Commission 
at thie time ant she desires to be advised if she will be permitted 
to submit testimony in the form of affidavits duly sworn to before 
& notary publio or United States Commissioner or that further time 
be allowed her. within which «to personally appear before the dom 
mission, 


Replying to your communication, you ars adyiged +h 





Commission cannot considér the rights, of Mary Winford and her three 
minor children: $e identifioation as Mivetsetpp’ Choctaws. anti ‘the 





Personal appearance of the applicant before the Commission at ith 
office at Muskogee, Indian Territory, for the purpose of examina- 


tion under oath, At that time the Commission will receive for its 


eonsideration, evidenoe-of any clmracter that may be introduced by 


the applicant. 

If at the expiration of the thirty days granted in. our 
letter of April 9, 1902, no personal appearance ig made to this 
Commission by Mary Winford for the identification of herself and 
her minor children as Mississippi Choctawsa under the provisions 
of the act of Congress of June 28, 1898, the Commission will then 
pass upon the rights of ‘the applicant and her minor children ag 
citizens of the Chootaw Nation, upon the record Wow made. 

In view of ihe probability of an early date being fixed 
or Bgreed upon closing ‘ne rolls of the citizens of the Choctaw 
Nation and terminatiag the time within which the Commission oan 
receive and consider’ applications of persons for identification as 
Mississippi Choctaws, it is advisable that if ¥ary Winford anti- 
clipates making personal appligation for identification of herself 
and her minor childyen as Missiesippi Chootaws, that she do go 
as early as practicable. 


Yours truly, 





Acting Chairman; 





Mise. Chootaw R5666 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, September 30,1902, 


R. J. Winford, 


Tishomingo, Indian Territory, 


Dear Sir: 

Reoseipt is hereby acknowledged of your letter of Septembcr 
25, incloging evidence of the birth of Argie Winford, infant son 
of Mary ana R, J. Winford, born May 25, 1902. The «ffidavit of the 
wo'ther and the physician in attendance at the birth of the ohild 
nae been accepted as evidence of his birth, and filed with and made 
@ part of the original epplication of Mary Winford for idéntif ication 


as a Miasissipri Chootaw, 


Respectfully, 


Aoting Cheirman. 








Muskogee, Indian, Territory, December hy WOR. Ai 


sY 
©; 


Mery, Wikitpra, 

Bunpett, Indien Territory, 
‘Dear Medem 
by You are hereby advised that on the 27th day of December, 
1902, the Bommission té the Vive Civilized Tribes rendered a de- 
cision in the Ommsolidated case ef’ William A Clark, et al., embrac- 
ing the following applications for identification as Missiapippi 
Chee tawa: 


William A Clark, et al., M.C.R, 5650 
John H. Glark, et al., M.C.R. 5681 
Mary Winford, et al., M.C.K. 5660 
Rosa May Hunter, et al, . M.C.R. 5661 
Charles M. Clark, et al., M.C.R. 5649 
James. B. Clark, et al., M.C.R. 5659 
Wesley C. Clark, et al., M.C.R. 5655 
Thomas B. Clark, et al., M.C.R. 5656 


These applications were made under the provision of the act 
eof Congress of June 26, 1898 (30 Stats., 495) which ie as Foliows: 


*Said Commission shall have authority to determine the 
identaty of Choctaw Ind dans claiming rights in the Choctaw 
lands under'artiole fourteen of the troaty between the United 
States and the Chootaw Nation, cono hided September twenty~ 
seventh, « en hundred and thirty, and to that end may ad- 
minister ‘oath } @xamine witnesses and perform all other acts 
ieterter eee and wake report to the Secretary of the 
aterior., 





Said decision conoludes as follows: 


"It is therefo the mean con of thie Commission that the 
nt 1 2 @ote 


evidenee herein is ines ' : ruine the. identity of 
William A Clark, ney Dy Clare Bbery Bs Clark, Tohn i. Clark, 


ia 


Ny Rags st ig 





James. Ay. ky Btter B. Clark, Wesley 0. Clark, Nettie 1, Ciark, 
: aiiie He-Clark, Mary Winford, Robert Winford, ’ Pley Winferd, 
ie Winford, Zverett Winford, Virgil Winford, Jesse Winford, and 
ge Wintord, Rosa, May Hunter, Lola Wuntér,, Charles M. Clark, °° 
Adie D, Clark, Jomes B. Clark, James Carr V. Clark, Wesley C. 
Clark’ (2), Barnest W. Clark, Vernon A, Clark, Artha ®, Clark, Mattie 
Le. Olark, Ide Clark, Thowias B, Clerk, and Jesse F. “Clark as Choctaw 
Indians entitled to rights in the Chootaw lands under the provis- 
fons of said article fourteen of the treaty of eighteen hundred 
and thirty, and-tmt the applications for their identifisation as 
euch should be refused, and. it is so ordered.” 


You are further advised that you will be allowed fifteen 
‘-<@aye from the date hereof within which to file arguments in this 
office, and that at the expiration of sald time the papers in the 
case together with such arguments will be forwarded to the Secre+ 
tary of the Imterior, through the Cownissioner of Indian Affairs. 


Respectfully, 


i wie 


Asting Chairman. 


Registered. 














DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
COMMISSIONER TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES. 








Muekages, Tagian ferritery, January ®, 1968 


Mery Viaford, 
Bussett, Indian Territory. 
Dear Madan: 


You are hereby notified that the Seoretary of the 
Faterior on December 26, 1906, denied the motion filed with 


this o*fice June 25, 1906, by Albert J. lee, attomey at LaF, 


Ardmore, Indian Territory, to reopen and reconsider the $Qnse)- 
idated Mississippi Choctaw case of William A, Clark, et ale 


Repsectfully, 


Commissioner, 








———— a, 


PILED 
| JUN £0 1900 
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For Identification as a Mississippi Choctaw. 
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. DEPARTIONT OF THE, INTERIOR 
COMMISSION To THE PVE. CIVILIZED. TRIBES, 
Colbert, I. Te, June 20, 1900, 


In the matter:-of' the application of : b 


Hattie Hunter} et ali, for enrollment Choctaw R-674, 


as citizens of the Choctaw Nation. 


Hattie Hunter, being first. duly sworn, by Acting Chairman Bixby, 


testified as follows: 


Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 


o ;-828 LOH LL @& 


Co DB LDH 


What is your name? A Hattie Hunter. 

What is your age? A <24 years. 

What is your postoffice address? A Durant, I. T. 

How long have you lived in the Indian Territory? A I have been 

here since I was’’a Tittle bit of a child. 

When did you come from Texas? A I was born tn Texas. 

What is your father's name? A Robert Winford. 

Is he a Choctaw Indian? A No, he is a white man. 

What is your mother's name? A Mary A. 

Is she living?.. A ‘Yes sir. 

Is’ she a Choctaw Indian? A Yes sir. 

Has her name ever been on the tribal rolls of the Choctaw Nation? 

A No sir. 

Has she ever been recognized by the Choctaw tribal authorities as’ 
a Choctaw Indian? -A No sir, 

Are you now making. application for enrollment as a Chootaw Indian 

by blood? A> Yes sir. 

What proportion of Choctaw blood do you claim to have? A 1/16 

Has your-name ever been on the cheetaw, rolls? A No gir, 

Have you ever been recognized by the tribal authorities‘of the 
Choctaw Nation? A. I ¢an't tell you. I was with all the rest 

when they were in the Council. 

They were. not recognized? A. Well then, we wasn't recognized; I 
don't know much about it. 

Did you ever make application to. the tribal authorities for en- 
rollment as a Choctaw Indian? .A Yes sir. 

That was in "96, was it? A Yes sir. 

You made application at the same*time your mother did? A Yes sin 
Do you know what action was taken in regard to your case? A I 
don't know a thing about it. 

I don't know how we can make ny record of your case if you don't 

know anything about ft. “A>: I have never been told anything about 
it; the-other ones know, 

oe don't know your application was rejected by the Council? A 
eB. 





<arieie you OOK all appeal 0 ne Urs. our \ Yes sir, 

Do you know what action the Court. took in regard to your case? 
(No answer.) { 

Do you know whether or not the court dismissed your case for want 
of jurisdiction? A I. oan't tell you 

Do you know what ‘action the €ourt took? A” No, I donft know; 

I have never heard them say’ anything about it, 





ates’ being first auly sworn by Acting chad rman Bixdy 


Be: soyrin} Sth Yok str. 
Hatéie Hureer) A Yes sir. 


“the: wonhce om that you made to the Choetaw comoil 
Her + ae Winterdy she has since been marridi 
: faa ‘with you ttiat was rejected by the Chee- 
es sir. 
Dar dectas ona lek ve Gas &, 8. Court? 4 Her uname was in it, 


£ the Court diamiased the action for want of juriadiction? A Yes. 


. Katte Hunter recalled. 
oe 7 the first application you have made? to this Commission? 
ep sir, 
What is the name of your metkhe husband? A James Hunter. 
Im he livingy A Yes sir. 
Where did you marry him? A I married him in the Choctaw Hation. 
What is the name and ag of your chilaé? A Rosa M., 11 months. 
Are there any other statements in regrd te your case that you wisht 
prot at this time? A No sir, 
y HE sb ¢ wrere any papers you would like to effer for consideration? A 
es sir. 
Q Yon will be permitted te offer in evidence, additional testimony 
in the form of affidavits, statemmts or other proper papers, if 
filed with tne Commission prior to the 4st day of 
July, 1900. 


senders > 


el Frances Re Brown, being first 4 sworn says that as stenog 
rapher to the Commission to the Five Ciwilised Tribes, she reported 
the testimony of the above named witnesses, and that tne foregoing is 
a true and complete transcript of her shorthand notes in said case. 


ec cuigsn Oe Cope 4, 


Subscribed in my pregence and sworn to before me this 
Sth day of July, A. D., 1900. 


A 


Acting Chairman. 








COMMISS ams or mi i 


Muskogee indian Territery yMay 22nd Bond 1902. 


In the akitey of the applicetions for identification as 
Mississippi Ghoctaws of 


William A, Clarkjet al <M 
Wesley C. oi areyet *} 
Thomas EB. Clark,ye 

John H. Clark,¢@ 

Charles M. ohasheset al 
Mary Winford,e#t al 

Resa M. Hunter,et al 


APPEARANCES; J.0.Pool,Attorney for applicants. 


William A. Clark being called upen to testify in said 
causes and veing first duly sworn,testified as follows: 


Examination by the Commission. 


Q@ What is your name? A William A, Clark. 

Q % is your age? A Forty-eight, 

Q@ Did you appear before the Commissionte the Five Civilized Tribes 
on. this date and make application for the identificationof yourself 
and miner children as Mississippi Choctaws,claiming Choctaw blood 
through your father Moses 0. Clark? A Yes sir. 

Q Is Mary Winford a sister of yours? A Yes ‘sir. 

Q Is.Hattie Hunter a sister of yours? A No sir, she's my niece. 

Q She,;then,is the daughter of Mary Winford? A Yes sir, she's 
dead--I want to get her two children in. 

Q They are the identical: persons who appeared before this Commission 
at Colbert during the month of June si 900 ant made application for 
the @niretinent of themsélves. and their —_ tes as citizens by bigod 
of the Choctaw Wation,are they? A Yes wir: 

Q Is it now your purpose to have the anaes fer these parties for 
enrolisent transferred to and wets a t of consolidated Mississippi 
Choctaw case of William A. Clark,e - applicants for identifica- 
tion before this Commission as afesiesites Chectewa,they claiming 

as be from Lod same Samnen ancestor? A Yes sir. 





r ies sir. 
a win you give the ame 5 of her children? A Wo sir,I can't give 
em. 
Q How many children has she? A I don't know, She aint get only 
onw,what she had. 
a she he hewast | ontlaren only those born prier to her arenes tien 
o sir. 
ye s fadtio ter living? No sir, she's dead. 
: new uay dn dren did she Jesve? A left two. 
Q What are their names? A Resa May : Lola. 
Q. Lola was born 'ginge: the quan tonieys of. ae “ahaa at * Ona io 


vi ‘ i Bn he 





Wititan A. Olark,et Peery 


gone 1900,was she? A tes par: 
these gr derive thetr Chootem ‘pleod from thé same source 
chat you 408. A Yes #ir, 
Q. Mary Winterd and you are Tuli brother and aister?. A” Yes adr. 
Q Same father and sane mother? A’ Yes sir. 
@ Hattie Hunter vee, eau daughter of, Mary Winford ,was ane? t Yop, 


sear, 


Ira 8. Wate, ese Heke: ni ‘avorn states that as stenographer 
te the Commission ‘to, the Five Givilized tribes he reported in full 
all proceedings ‘nad in thé above entitled cause, heard at. Muskogee, 
Indian Territory ,May 22né ,1902 sand thet the sbove and foregoing is a 
full, true.and sorrect trascript of his me notes taken in 


said ’ proceedings on said date. 
Led Hp. 
© 4 Le 


Subscribed and sworn to befére. me this the 27th any of May,1902,at 
Muskogee ; Indian ‘Territory. 


Chait, PG Aang AN 


Notary Public, 








Muskoges, Indiai Territery, O¢tober’1,1900, 


tie Hunter, 
durant}: Indian Térritory, 


Deur Madame 


f 


Tiere is inc losed herewith cepy of 1. 


Comission, denying your appla@ation. for the enrollnent of sur self. 


and finer’ child as citizens by bluod of the Cavctaw Nution, 


Yours truly, 


Actin Chairiiwany 








COPY, 


a: YB 


fe 


Muskogec, Indian, Territdry, Decexber 27, 2902. 


Rosa M. Wanter, 
c/o William’A. Clark, 

Durant, Indian Territory. 
Dear Madan: 

You are hereby advised that on the 27th day of December, 
1902, the’ Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes rendered a de- 
claion in the consolidated case Of Willian A. Clark, et al.,’embrac- 
ing the following applications for identification as Mississippi 
Chootaws: 


William A. Clark, et al., M.C.R. 8650 
John H. Glark, et al.,;) M.CAR, | 6651 
Mary Winford, et al., M.C.R. 6660 
Rose. May Bunter, et al., MLO.B,.. 6662 
Charlies NM, Clark, et a1.; ¥.0 Ry 5649 
James. 3B. Clark, et a., MiG Ra 6657. 
‘Fea C. Clark, et ai., "Me, Ms ‘S655 

mo BR. Clark, et al., M OUR, $656 


Thess appliestions were made under the provibion of. the apt 
of Congress. of Tune 28, 1696 (30 Stats., 495) whioh 2s as follows: 


"Said Commission shall have authority to determine the 
identity of Choctaw Indians ‘olaiming rights in the Gheotaw 
Jands under article fourteen of the treaty hetween. the United 
States and the Choetaw, Nation, concluded September ‘twenty- 
seventh, eighteen huhdreé and thirty, and to that end may 6a 
minister oaths, examine witnesses: an perform alk oth ot 

' y ChsTéto and make repo © the Geeretary of Bie 





Interior." 
Said decision concludes an follows: 


“It de thererorsithe opinion ‘of:this Commission. 
the evidence here in ie Aapobtaonent + da t§ymine Phe’ 4 nt 
ys. éy ‘ r tj HY ase ate beveithae Oy, enti } ‘ wy nif Tre Yt - 


fa 


ot 





atm; 


William A, Clark, Banoy Ls Clark, Asbery B. Clark ry wag ta Clark, 
witli i, Ghark; ney Secieret, waar G:_Guare, letthe a2 Chae, 
6 He rky-Mery <Winford,: Robert: Wintord, Char ¥ ror 
Minnie Winford, Rverett Winford, Virela wine a, dene Hitrare kek 

Argie Winferd, Rosa May Hunter, Bele Hunter, ‘Charlee &. Clark, 
Willie D. Clark, James B. Clark, Janes Carr'¥. Clark Wesley Cc. 
Clark (2), Harnest 'W. Clark, Vernon A, Clark, Artha Rh. Clark, Mattie 
L. Clark, Ida Clark, Thomas %.: lark, and Jesee ¥. Clark as Ghoetaw 
Indians entitled to rights in the. Chootaw lands under the previa- 


Acts of ‘Bald article fourteen, of ae ents of eighteen himdred 
ane S pie 41 and that the applicatidna for their identification as 
we ou 


be refused, and it is g0 ordored," 
You are further advised that you will be allewed fifteen 
days from the date hereof within which to fils arguments in this 
office, and that at the expiration of said time the papers in the 
case t mether with such arguments will be forwarded to the Secretary 
of the Interior through the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 
Respectfully, 


J 


a 4 
oy ae ‘a hton sa Lt alae 


le ee be he! et ot 


Acting Chairnan. 
Registered. 








M. 0. R. +5661 


Muskogee, Indian Territa y, January 9, 1907, 


Rosa M, Hunter, 
C/O WilYiem A, Clark, 
Durant, Indian Territory, 
Dear Madam: 
You are hereby notified that: the Secretary of the 
Interior on December 26, 1906, denied the motion filed with 
this office June 25, 1906, by Albert J. Lee, attorney at law, 


Ardmore, India n Territory, to reopen and reconsider: the 


consolidated Mississippi Choctaw case ef William A. Clark, 


et at. 


Respectfully, 


Commissioner, 








U.O-R- 5660, 
M.0,8, 5662. 


Wuskegee, Indian Torritory, April 18, 1903. 


Williem A. Glark, 


Durant, Indian Territory. 
FON MAG ie FP MORAN A nee Ce, ma ge i - ey 
~ «Seen ee REE GOR TT NS siete ae Soe ee 


pie 

Dear Sir: 
Ycu are hereby notified that on the 2nd day of April, 
1903, the sSeoretary of the Interior affirmed the decision of this 
Commission refusing the applications for ddentification as Missis- 
sippi Choctaws of the several persons included in the consolidated 
Gase of William A. Olark, ot al., of which dooision you wore ad- 
visod by registered mail on the 27th day of December, 1902, 
. Respeotfully, 


SIGNED) 


Chairman, 
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; For Identification as a Mississippi: Choctaw. 4 


n Date NAY 22 1902 
Name ee Soke u/ 


Age ce Blood ts 
ost-Office 3 > 
Post fice, Aras Ge f o Z 

bth or yj 
Father F N12 MH» nts 


Mother Wi tf Mau “ — py a 
Claims through Jrwiha 


Children 


Tigos: ZA Mac nee 





Stenographer ee pode. 

















Department of the Interior. 
Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes. 


Mugkogee, I.Te May 22, 1902, 


$662 


In the matter of the application for identificat ion as Misnis- 


sippd Choctaws of Alzada EB. Light for herself and ler eight minor 
Ci) 


dren, Lee, Hattie, William, Walter, Elizabeth, Daniel, Mary T., 


and John Wesley Light. 


x 


Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q: 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 


Applicants represented by attorney L. P. Hudson. 
Alzada KE. Light being first duly sworn testifiedas follows: 


Exam ination by the Commission 


What is your name? A Alzada E, Light. 

What is your age? A Forty-six. 

What is your post office address? A Ada. 

Indian Territory? A Yes, sir.~« 

How long have you lived there? A About two months. 

How long have you lived in the Indian Territory? A About fif- 
teen years. 

Around in different parts of the “Territory? A Yes, sir. 

Where did hive before that? A game from Texas, 

Were you bofn in Yexas? A No, sir; in Missouri. 

Did you go from Missouri to Texas? A Yes, sir. 

Is your father living? A No, sir, 

Is your mother livin A No, sir. 

What was your father's name? .A Lovil, L-o-v-i-1 Garrison, 

What was your mother's: nai? | A Susan jane Garrison. 

Through which parent do you Claim Choctaw blood? A My mother. 
How much Chootaw blood do you claim? A I claim one-eight. 

Has your mother ewr been recognized as a Choctaw Indian or enrol- 
led as one by the Choctaw tribal authorities in Indian rerritory? 
A Wo, sir. 

Are you married? A Yes, sir. 

Your husband is living? A Yes, sir. 

Is he a white man or Choctaw? A White man, 

What is his name? A Joseph M. Light. 

You make any claim for him? A No, sir. 

Now I will take your children under twenty-one years ot age 

and unmarried commencing with the oldest? A Lee Light, eighteen, 
That is*bey I presume? A Yes, air. 

Next? A Rattie Light; seventeen. 





BOD LLD OSLOHLHLGL HBLLALOLO 


Next? A Walter bahar thirteen. 





Naxt? A Bldszabeth Light, she is nine, 

Sept? A Dantel Light, seven. 

Wext? <A Wary T,, she de five. 

Next? A_.John Wesley, three. 

That is all? A Phe. sir, 

Te Joseph M. Lig the ‘father of these children? A Yes, sir. 
Yon are the metnér? A. Yes, sir. — 

They are all Livirig with you at your home? A Yes, sir, 

Were either you or your husband married before you mrried each 
other? A Yes, I was, , Big’ 





Have you any ohildren by that first marriage? A I have one. 

Is she umer or over age? .A She is over age. 

She can make appldeation for herself if she wishes to? A 

A Yes, sir. 

hs eit ha name on any of the tribal rolls of the Choctaw Nation 
ndian Territery? -A No, sir. 

baie you ever made application for citizenship in the Choctaw 

Nation to the Choctaw tribal authorities in Indian Territory? A 

No, sir; I have not. 

Have you ever made application for citizenship in the Choctaw 

Nation for yourself and children to the Commission to the 

Five Civilized Triwes under the act of Congress of June 10, 1896? 

never did did you? A No, sir. 

Is this the first application of any kind for citizenship in the 

Choctaw Nation for yourself and children to any authority? A 

Yes,. sir. 

Do you now come before the Commission to identify yourself and 

your children as Mississippi Choctaws claiming under article 

fourteen of the treaty of 1830?.A Yes, sir. 


The treaty of 1830 was made between the United States gowrn- 
ment and the Choctaw Indians at a place called Dancing Rabbit 
Creek in the state of Mississippi on the 27th day of September 
of that year, The reason why this treaty Was made was because the 
goverment desired ta get all of the Ghoctaw Indians ta remove 
from that old Choctaw Nation to the Choctaw Nation’ Indian 
Territory.,Before the treaty was signed it became known that a 
go@ many Choctaw Indians would not go to theChoctaw Nation In- 
dian Territory underthe provisions of that treaty and in order 
to protect the interests of these Indians who stayed back in that 
old Choctaw Nation article fourteen was put into the treaty. It 
reads as follows: 


"Each Choctaw head of a fanily being desirous to remain and 
become a citizen of the Statesshall be permitted to do so by 
signifying his intention to the Agent within six months from the 
ratificat ion of this treaty and he or she shall thereupon be 
entitled to a reservation of one section of six hundred and forty 
acres of land to be boundedby sectional lines of survey; in like 
manner shall be entitled to one half that quantity for each 
unmarried child which is living with him owrten years of age} 
and a quartex section to such child as may be umer ten years 
of age, to adjoin the location of the parent. If they reside upon 
said lands intending to become citizens of the States for five 
years after the ratificat ion of this treaty in that case a gant 
in fee simple shall issue; said reservation shall include the 
present improvement of the head of the family or a portion of it. 
Persons who olain mi er this article ahall not dose the Privi= 





entat ted to any portion of the Chooaw amuity;® 


Do you know whether any of your Choctaw ancestors complied or 
attempted to comply with any of the provisions of article four- 
teen oF that treaty? A we sir. 


What is the names of your ancestor through whom you claim your 
right to be identified as a Mississippi Choctaw? A Daniel 
Shumake. 

S-h-u‘m-a-k-e? A Attorney} S-h-o+e-m-a-k-e is the way the 
record is, e 
What relation wasDaniel Shoemake to you?. A He was my grandfather << 
How much Choctaw blood did Daniel Shoembie haye? A breeds. “y 


< 





What evidence have you that he was a half blood Choctaw Indian 

A Only what I have been told. 

- What:was his wife's name do you know? A Wo, sir} I don't know 
the given name. Her name was Ashby. be 

Was she’ a white woman? A  Yeg sir. 

Did yaniel Shoemake Yive in Missisd ppi in 18307 A Why I don't 

know, 

Can you give me the name of “any Choctaw ancestor of yours who | 

lived in Mississippi in 1830 and was the head of the family 

there then? A No, sir; I cannot, 

You claim through your mether; did she ever live in Mississippi? 

A No, sir. 

Where was she born? A In Missouri, 

Where did she die? A Died in Texas. 

This grandfatier wes your mother's fatter? A Yes, sir. 

You can't tell anything more about him? A No, sir. 

Cen you tell whether he claimed through his father or mother? A 

No, sir; I cannot tezl. 

Did any of your Choctaw ancestors own any lend or claim any 

in Mississippi or Alabama in the old Choctaw Nation under ar@- 

ticle fourteen of the treaty of 1830? A Not that I know of. 

Did my of your ancestors own any improvements on 1 and in 

Mississippi or Alabama in 1850? A I could nottell you. 

Did any of your Choctaw ancestas within. six nonths from the 

ratification of the treaty of 1830 go to the United States 

Indien Agent Colonel Ward and tell him that they wanted to stay 


in ly aed Sk take land thee and beoome citi zens of the United 
fe) 


States? A I don't know, 

Did any of your Choctaw ancestors so from tret old Choctaw 
Nation Fast of the Mississipoi Niver to the Chootaw Nation 
Indian Territory with the other Indians between 1835 and 1838 or 
tao? A TY don't know. 


The Choctaw Indians who remained in the old Choctaw Nation in 
Mississippi and Alabama after the treaty of 1830 was ratified 
were required if they wanted to tuke advantage of article four- 
teen of the treat: to go to the United States Indian Agent 
Colonel ward within six months from the ratification or the 
treatyand tell him they wanted to stay in Minsissipni, take 
land there and beaome citizens of the States. A goa many Choctaw 
Indians did this whose names Colonel ward failed to put upon 
his List known as Ward's register and as the result of this a 
good many Indians who had land in the old Choctaw Nation had 
4t taken from them and sold by the gowrnment. This cxused so 
many complaints among the Choctaw Indians that in 1837 as well 
as in 1842 mppateket Commissions were appointed by Congress 
which Commissiors went to Mississippi and heard olaimants 
wuner article fourteen of the treaty of 1850. 


Do you know if any of your Choctaw ancestors went before either 
hese Commiasions med benefits an Choctaw Indians? A 





No, sir, 
The act of Congress approved August 23, 1442, provided that 
if any Choctaw Indian proved his claim under article fourteen of 
that treaty; if it also fwtler appeared that he had had land 
taken from him in Missiesippi,omAlabamge in the old Choctaw 
Nation, that he should be entitledto select land either in 
Missisa ppi, Alabama, Louisiana, Arkansas, to be taken from 
vacant government land and that a certificate to that effect 
should be given her. These oertificateswere called scrip. 





Did any of your Ghoetaw ancestors receive sorip from the 
government or gertifiaates of time kind pg Poa Indians? A 
Ale don't know, — 

Have you any relatives who have been pefore the Commiisal on to be 
identifiedas ssigsippi Choctawe? A TI have tivee geusins. - 
that Game heres 

ler tett a their PaAE, A Attorneys vary Re Dugger, ahd. Jemimah 
De a aes t bo he +6: these cases of relatives. who.have. 

 aP before . Gonmaies ion claiming through the same eommon 
andestor fin oyder that yours and their canes may. be considered 
together? A. Yes, sir. 


The case of Mary 3, et pies Missiseippi Ghootaw 
Nunber GBR, is here refe vy to for tne purpose of ednpolidatiors 


De you speak the Choctaw latfuage? A Mo, sires 
ise any Other evidence you want to introduge at this 
tins ; 
5 
He e lL. Py Hud n, attorney for applicants asks leave to file 
written evidence in. support of this claim within thirty days. 


Motion Granted, : 
Mxamination by ‘attorney Le P. Hudsons 


Mrs, Light, hew old‘would your mother be if living now? A 

About sixty-two. 

How old would her father be if living now? A Somathins; war 

one hundred and ten years old, I guess, 

Was your mother one of the youngest ones of quite a large number 
of children? A She was next to the youngest one of twelve 
children, 

Then if she would be sixty-two years old at this time and was 
next to the youngest one of a familiy of twelve her father 

Daniel Shoemake must haye been the head of a fumily in 1830, is 
not that true? A I don't know, 

Well it would figure out that way at least would it not? A Yes, 
I @Zu6ss 80.4 

You gay that he you unierstand it, was a resident of and 
lived in the state s of Mississippi? A Yous, sir. 


This applicant has the ap)earance and physical characteristics 
of being descended from white parentage; blue eyes; her hair 
is wery dark, nemly black, a Littie: gray; ruddy complexion, 
rather light, She does not understand or speak the Choctaw 
jag and has no knowledge of oqmpliance on the part of his. » 
an , ai with any of the eee Sion of article fourteen of the 
treaty of 1850. 





G, Rosemrinkel being duly sworn on his oath states that as 
stoneenee. te >the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribés he 
repo ‘in Porte tl the proceedings had in the above entitled 
Oause on May 22,1902, and that the above Pea foregoing 14 a 
full, true and correct transcript ef hil grathi¢g. notes in 
baid wause on said date of May 1902, sate 


Subsoribed and sworn ay me, asian 





Copy 


UCR, 6668 
Muskegec, Toilian Territory, July 24, 1002, 


Alseda H, Light, 
Ada, Indian Territery, 

Dear Nadamt 

You are hereby advised that en the 14th day of July, 
1902, the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes rendered « decis- 
ion in the consolidated cace of Jemima Moffett, et al,, ombraeing 
the following applications for identification ar Mievissippi Choe« 
taws? 


Jemine Moffett, et Les 4.C.R, 675 
Robert L, Moffett, et al., UoCeR, 576 
Cyrenese J, Moffatt, WeCwKy- 677 
Mary +, Shelton, et al., BOAR, 676 
James Pe Riedsoe, et a1,, ‘MeO, 670 
G&orge Bledsoe, et al., val Ge BBO 
Mer tha dD, Lowe, et Gls; } eCeR. 661 
Mery, Ey Dugger, beQi By 682 
Barta. The Bird, et fis f sO Ry §BS 
JHeon Ce Dugger, et aly, CO FRe- B64 
Liegourd Cooky et al,, BCR, § 685 
5 oh R, Dugger, ot al., UCR. .686 

ada Ee Light, et al., B.C ah. $662 


These appl ioatione were mado under the provisions of the 
act of Congress of Sune 26, 189A (30.State., 495) which is as fol- 
lows$s 


"6ni4 Commispion shall have authority to deters 





Pdensity of Chootaw Indians clainiug rights {& the Cheetaw |. 
lends wuder article fourteen of the troaty between ‘the United 
Biates and the Chooter Natioqn, concluded Septende: a 
seventh, eighteen hundred and thirty, and to that. 
mintoter cathe, gxamine witnesses end oe 





ABEL o-2, 


necessary thereto, and make report to the Secretary of the 
Interior", 


Said decision concludes as fellows? 


"It is, therefore, the opinion of this Commission that 
the evidenoe herein is insufficient to determine the identity 
of Jemima Moffett, Arthur Moffett, Allan W, Moffett, Robert L, 
Moffett, Leekie Moffett, Vernie Moffett, Cyreness J, Moffett, 
Mary A, Shelton, Beulah M, Shelton, Judge W, Shelten, Alva C, 
Shelton, James P, Bledsoe, Eva Bledsoe, Laura Bledsoe, Robert 
E. Bledsee, Marien Rs Bledsoe, Geerge inedsee, Odessa Bledsoe, 
Martha D, Lowe, Beulah Lowe, Mary E, Dugcer, Martha L, Bird, 
Claud D, Bird, Daisy Bird, Tomas Bird, Jason C, Dugger, May P, 
Dugger, Jessie S, Dugger, Tama Dugger, Vissouri Cook, Alsina 
Cook, Lillie Bell Cook ta Cook, Joseph Re Dugger, Dock By 
Dugger, Alzada E, Light, Lee Light, Hattie Light, William Light, 
Walter Light, Elisabeth Light, Daniel Light, Mary T, Light, and 
John Wesley tight, as Choctaw Indians entitled to rights in the 


Cheetaw lands under the previsions of said artiele fourteen of 
the treaty of eighteen hundred and thirty, and that the appli- 
cations fer their identification ag such should be refused, and 


it is so ordered, 

It is further the opinion of this Commission that under 
the provisionsof law above quoted ne person is entitled to iden- 
tification as a Mississippi Chootaw by intermarriage, and that 
the application made by James P, Bledsee for the identification 
of his wife, Caroline Bledsoe; by George Bledsoe for the iden- 
tification of his wife, Lovina Bledsoe; by Jason Cy, Dugger for 
the identifieation of his wife, Lilly Dugger} and by Joseph R, 
Dugger fer the identification of his wife, Nellie K, Dugger, as 
intermarried Mississippi Chootaws, should, therefore, be refus-~ 
ed, and it is so ordered, 


You are further advised that the Commission has on this 
date forwarded the record in this case to the Secretary of the 
Interior for review and you will be informed in due time of such 
action as may be taken by him, 


Yours truly, 





Registered, Aeting Chairman, 





K,C.R, 6668 
Copy.’ : 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, November 7, 1902. 


Alnaéa RB, Lighty 
‘Ada, Indian Territory. 


Dear Madan: 
You are hereby advised that on the 24th day of Ootober, 
1962, the Seoretary of the Interior affirmed the decision of thie 
Commiasi on refusing the applications for identification as Miasis-~ 
sippi Chectews ef the several persons included in the convoli@ated 
Gage of Jemima Moffett, et al.) sf which @eocieion vou were advised 
by registered mail en the 14th day of July, 1902, 
Respectfully, 


GIGNERD; 


¢F Rah * 
> ‘ ” “en 
oh GEERBE > ul. er! ny 


Acting Chairman, 








MsOiR. 5662. 


=gs 


pat athe ge Soi 
det A 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, January 12, 1905. 


Altadh 8, Lignt, 


Ada, indian Territory ; 
Dear Madam 

Receipt 1s hereby aokhow ledzed of your letter of the, 9th 
ultino reseived by the Gomaiasion thts date, in. which: fou atate 
that the arplication made by you for identification ar a. Misstiseippl 
Shostaw under one, Shoitake, wae refused by the Commission; that 
you also qlaim'’ Chootaw desgent from one, Ashby, and ask to bs 
advised if that name appeara upon the Choctaw rolls, 

In reply to your lptter;, you are informed. that: on Ootober a 
24, 2907, thd Séorétary of ths Interior anproyed the deciston-of 
tne Gorin! saton refusing the application made by yon for the taentieg 
Moatson of yourself and minor shildren aa Miasisaippl. Chootaws; 
and on November 7, 1902, you wore notified of aneh aspartmental 
@ption, 

Relative to any rights which you hay hive as a Mingissippa 
Choctaw by reason ‘of being a asacendant of one, .Aghby, you Are 


G ised A he , a4 «md —_ 3 gt 5 Be — 4 ~ 


ao Mioelssippt Ohootawe §had: they reasonably demenattate tmnt. they 
“AFO devoendante df Chigdtew: Indtcha who Pestdea’ in the a14 Onontaw: 


% 





rn WL 3 


“4 


Magton in Wineiesippst and A abeme, in 2650, and who complied or", 


at tondted eo) sonply with tha provisions of artiol4 féuttesan 6f the 
Onesian treaty of 1830, or were. cubsequently adjudicated benefici~ 
arias thereunder. by either of the two domnutasions- authorised: for 
i tds purpose by the ate: or Congress ap pproved Maren 3, 1857 and 
elena 1 dae 

‘the recorda in possession of the Canmiskion relating to 
thoes eshdone who Gomplisa Or -Attamsted to comply with gata attiote 
fourtedn; and.#ho received Tand and serip therenider, have been 
exatinad, and no. pergon baaring the surname df Ashby £9 found 
thereon. 


Resapnenstfully, 


Acting Chatrman, 








ei antifleation as a a — 


Date 

 Wanie My ada G. Liphe 
: Age Mo —— Bloo 

-Post-Office, Ada . 3d. a" ——_— 


q Father De eed 1 Lp Betis L 
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Choetaw MGR 5uc3 
Ljouise Edijerds 
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DEPARTMENT OF TIS INTERIOR, 
COMMISSION TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES, 


---Q-«- 


‘e 
In the matter of the application ef Louies Rdwards, ¢t al., 


for identification as Mississippi Chootawsa, M,0.R, 5663. 


List of papers forwarded to the Secretary of the Interior 


comprising the record in the above case. 


Original application of Louisa “dwards, 
et al., to the Dawes Commission for 
identification as Mississippi Choctaws= 


Decision of the Commission refusing the 
application of Lotisa Edwards, ét al., P) 
for identification as Miesissipps Choctaws----+#+~ 








<\ S  Depeertaiont:of the ‘Intertér.:’. 
- Coming on te: the Fave Gsvilized Tribes. 


56635 a net 


In the matter of the appii on for identification as Missie=, ¢°¢: 
wippi Chootaws of Leuisa Bdwards for herself and her six minor -chil-' 
dren, Thenas, Bnoch, James, Lulaj Charlie and Blijah Bdwards, ) 


A. 5. MeRae attorney for applicants, 
Louisa Bdwards being first duly sworn testifies as follows: 


Examination by the Commission 


What is your name? A Louisa Bdwards. 

What is your -age?. A Fifty-two. 

What is your post office address? A Oklahoma City. 
Territory?: A Yes, sir. 

How long have you dived there? A Nine years, 

Where did you live before that? A In Wilson County, Kansas. 

Where were you born? A In the state of Mississippi. 

Where in Mississippi? A On the TomBigbee River in Loundes 

County. 

How Rene did you live in Mississippi? A I don't know just how 

long I lived there. 

You went from Mississippi where? A Down into Louisiana. 

From there where? A’ Back to Wilson County, Kansas. 

And then where? A Down to Oklahoma City. 

What is the name of your father? A Alex Thomas. 

A-l-e-x it it? A Yes, sir. 

Is he living? A Wo, sir. 

What is your mother's name? A Sophie Thomas, 

ig she living? A No, sir. . 

Through which parent de you claim Choctaw blood? A Through my 

mother. 

How much Choctaw blood do you claim? A Half, 

Has your mother ever. been recognized in any way as a Choctaw 

Indian, or.enrelledas such by the Ghoo aw tribal author itieser 

Re: United Statesauthorities in Tindian Territory? A Wo, #ir, 

ou claim one-half; how much Choctaw blood did your mother 

_ Dave? A’ She was a full bloa, 

‘Was she a.slave at anytime? A No,.#ir. 

What was your father's blood? 


LOPE 


Cc 


Q S 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
q 
Q 
Q 
q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
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I can remember. ] 

You. have: some Hegre blood? A I may have . pit 
Don't you think’ have? AI gould Bea<bay vf coursed, 8 say : 
| Now did ‘your motifer or your father have colored. blood? A Thay’): 
said my father was white and colored mixed. Pa Sa PR 
Was he a slave at. any time? “A; Mes: sire Fuk’ pears 


Seeryou/mirried? A Yes) wires.’ 
@ your husband living? A” tea, mir. 
What is his bloody A Negro. © 


Alt white? A Well Yes;,I think Atiwas all white an well as 


LPO LLL fL2 BP 


nf Rh» 





What is his name A ui sama Yes 
Do ,you make any sisim ‘er fd A ito, sir, 
Now. give mé the name of the oldest child junder age and unmarried? 
A Thoms Bdwarde, ; 
How Bld is Thomms? A He is twenty. 3 , 
Wheat’ is the name?of’the next child? A ‘Ruech Edwards, seventecn 
Next? A James Edwards, fourteen,--Lule Edwards. ~ 
L-url-a? A Yes, sirj;--she is thirteen. 
Wext? A Charlie Edwards, twelve. 
Next? A Elijah Bdwards, he is nine. 
Is'that all? aA Yes, sir, 
Ts Louis Edwards the fatier of these children? A Yes, sir. 
They are all your ohildren? A Yes, air. 
Were either you or your husband married before you married 
each other? A No, sir, 
8 your name or the names of any of your children on any of the 
ribal rolls of tne Choctaw Nation in Indian Territory? A No, 
sir. 
Have you ever made application for citizenship in the Choctaw 
Wation to the Choctaw tribal authorities in Indian Territory? 
A No, sir. 
Have you ever made application for citizenship in the Choctaw 
Nation to the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes finder the 
act of Congress of June 10, 18969 A No, sir, 
Have. you ever made application for yourself and children for 
enrojiment in the Choctaw tribe of Indians at any time or before 
any authority? aA No, sir. 
You have never been enrolled with your children by either the 
Choctaw tribal authorities, the Commission to the Five Civilized 
Tribes or the United States Court in Indian Territory? A No, 
sir. 
Do you now come before the Commission to be identified as a 
Missisa ppi Choctaw and for the identification of your children 
as Missisd ppi Choctaws? <A Yes, sir, 
ae claim under article fourteen of the treaty of 18350? A Yes, 
sir. 
Do you understand that article? A No, sir. 


The treaty of 18350 was made between the United States govern- 
ment and the Choctaw Indians at a’ place called Dancing Rabbit 
Creek in the state of Mississippi on the 27th day of September 
1830. It was made for the purpose of getting all of the Choctaw 
Indians to remove to remove from that old Ghoctaw Nation East of 
the Mississippi River to the Choctaw Nation Indian Territory. 
Refere the treaty was signed it became known that a good many 
Choctaw Indians, at least six thousand, would refuse to go to the 
Choctaw Nation Indian Territory. In order to protect the in- 
terests of these Indians who stayed back in the old Choctaw 
Nation article fourteen was put into the treaty of 1830. That 
artiole was for the especial benefit of the Choctaw Indians 


no' os 0 : DD abuts n 





‘@ntitled to a reservation of one section. "OG ‘arig. r 
forty acres of land to be bounded by sedtional lines of gungey i Fdh 
. nf ke t ae ; 


“Bach Choctaw head of a family being desirous to remain and be- 
come a citizen of the states shall be permitted to.do so by ~ 
atini tying his intention to the Agent within six months from: the 
ratification of this treaty and he or she Pyar’ PS taen be. > 

} six hundred ‘ard 


manner 1 be entitled to -ene that quantity . 
each wumirried child which is living with over ten years ef >) 
ages and a quarter section to sueh child a my be r ten’y 7 sa 
years paren ae 
Th 


of age, to adjoin the lesation of ths ur tae they re- 
‘ ' ; ' ¥ ras ge Os - . Wat : nr i ig ats ity ‘ 





& 


oe 


Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
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Q 
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side-on said: landeintending to" become oitigens of ‘the States 


for, fiwme-years after, the ratification of this treaty in that case 


& grant in fee mimple shall inéue; said reservation shall in- 
Olude the present: improvement of the head of the family or a 
portion of it, Persons whe cladm under this article shall not 
lose the privilége of « Gheotaw eitizen but ‘ir they ever remove 
are not te be éntitled te any portion of the Choctaw annuity. * 


Do you know whether any’ of your Choctaw ancestors complied or 
attempted’ to comply with the previsions of that article? A No, 
sir. 

What is ‘the name of your ancestor through whom you claim your 
right to be identified as a Mississippi Choctaw? A My grand- 
mother and grandfather. 

Do'you olaim through both grandfather and grandmother? <A. I 
glaim through grandmother. 

What was her name? A Polly Toms. 

T-o-m-s? A. No answer 

Grandmother? A Yes, sir. 

How much Choctaw blood did she have? A She. was: a full blood 
Choctaw. 

Did she live in Missiseippi?. A Yes, sir. 

In 1630? A Yes, sir. 

Was she,the head of a family there then? A Yes, she had her- 
self anf one daughter besides my mother. 

In 18509 A Yes, sir. 

Ie your, mother living? A Ne, sir. 

How old would she be if living now? ‘A I think as well as I 
can rememter she would be seventy years old. 

Born in Mississippi? A Yes, ‘sir, 

Could Polly Toms speak the Choctaw ijanguage? A Yes, sir. 

How. do y know? A My mother said she could . 

Did she Choctaw Indian“name? A Yes, sir. 

What wat it? A Toms was her Choctaw Indian name; her mother's 
married name was Thomas, sagt ; 

You claim that Toms’ is an Indian name? A Yes, sir. 

You know what it means? A No, siry 

Wou: understand or speak the Choctaw language? A No, sir. 

Did you ever hear Polly Toms speak the Choctaw language? A I 
was quite small and I don't remember just how she did speak. 
Did any ef your Choctaw ancestors own any iand or claim any 

in Missigsippi or Alabama in the old Choctaw Nation under article 
fourteen ef the treaty of, 18307 A Not that I know of. 

Did any of your Choctaw ancestors within six months fram the 
ratification of the treaty of 2830 60.to the United States 
Indian-Agent Gélonel ward and tell him they wanted to stay in 
Missiasippt, take land there ‘and become citizens of the, States? 
AB don't know. we 





. Dia any of them own any improvements on land in Mis siss4ppi or 


‘Did any of your Choctaw ancestors go from that old Chootiiw. 


Nation to the Choctaw Nation ‘Indian Territory with the other 
Indtans between 1833 and 18389 A Not that:I know of. te 


In 1837, by act approved Maroh 3rd of, that year, and: in. Bs 2 
oy ace ned te Mae tea of nee year. | et gene os ted 
ch wen: gipp? and. ‘O.eimants under h 
fourteen of the treaty of 1830s.:Thaséi em r pind a 
because of the Gomplaints of: 
cee ae Seaaap at Teal 
gation..o r ~ OT. if 
register their mamee/with him 


Begiected | iia v eres Met! ORES 





cae 


; impr ves vauthie ipeeh rote ae Wadd aesd ote 
o ute, taken from: them ; end. sold at. ce 
“$te PUbILe Aart edlewe go K, pay Bale 
De 'yeu. know. whe the Hy ‘oF your’ didbtaw angestorswent before 

- @ither ef theses two Comiissions ang eletmedbenefits an Choctaw 
Endtens?: 4 Ho, sing inh now! Ra ie 
 Did-eny Of'your Cheotae cestory Yeeeive any #brip from the 
United States government ‘which emtttied them te #e lect: land 
‘either in Mis sisal pp,’ Alabana, Lewieiana or Arkansas? A No, sir 
' This serip: issued to tho'se who; Proved’ their rights under 

- artiole fourteen and glee provedthat they had d taken from 
‘them by. the government, inthe old Cheetaw Nation; and ‘sold. 

pave you any relatives Who Have. been hefire. this ‘Gonmis sion? A 
Are youmthe first of your family t@ appear here? a ‘Yes, sir. 


Attorney for applicant asks leaye to file written evidence 
in behalf of this application, ; 


Motion is granted, 


Thirty days time limit is fixed for the introduction of 
testimony in this case. 


Ta there anything more you want to say in support of this 
claim? A Wé,-sir. 


Examination by attorney MoRae. 


Mrs, Edwards how old would your grandmother Polly Toms, through 
whom you claim be, 4f she lived now? A I think she would be 
near ninety years eld. 

Did- you ever hear yeur mother speak or say anything about her 
mother and father being the head of a family in Mississippi in 
the year 15307 A No, sire 
Did I understand you be pay & while ago that you recollected your 
grandmother Polly Toma? A’ Yes,,sir. 

Where.was she living the last time you-saw her? A In Missis- 
sippi. ; 

How long ago has that been? A It han been near forty years, it 
has been fully thirty. years anyhow. 

In what part of Miseieai pi. wWesyour grandmother Polly Toms 

living at that time?* A Loundes County. 

Was she knwon'and recognised in the Gounty ‘in which she lived 

as a Mis#issippi Choetaw Indian? A Yes, sir. 

She died: 4n Missiasippi? A Yes, sir, - . 

Did she live en any land belonging te the Cheetaw Indians in 
Mississippi at that time?’ A Mo, sir; not that I know of. 





be es — nrough who aay covta. obta in®: 
the evidence, whe knew your, grandmother in Mississippi that: 
“- YOu know of? A Wo, sir not that I: know of. ; Se 


A vos 4 i ’ j ne 
By the Commigsion. nit 


\\" This @pplicant has the apbearange atid. 
of being descended from White a Seared 
Cheptaw: Indier blaed alses $heOgumi sate 
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k memething ike - 
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‘does not is lomniseie¢n te have 
"Thaten bidod y és She deep’ not: landeret Wii 
Ghoetaw language ‘and na pt pomplianes on the; part 
of her ancest et any of the: provis tons of article fourteen 
of the a vapes ‘2830, 


G., Resenwinkel ‘being duly sworn én his oath states that as 
stenographer to the Cemmission to the Vive. Civilized Tribes he 
spe Aaa in full ali-the proceedings hadin the above entitled 


e on May 2 902, and that the abéve and foregoing is a 
btite.2 true and ¢ cPeos’ transcript of his reenes < 


LE iernbdiohile 


c netes in 
Baid cause on said“date of May 1902, 


‘Webeoribed and sworn to before me this 29th day of May 1902. 


Notary Public, 








DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR. 
COMMISSION TO.. THR FIVE CIVILIZED, TRIBES, 


eaten * beckeeed 


In the matter Bf the application of Louies Edwards, 


al., for identification as Missiesippt Chootawa, N.0.K, 5664, 
wet DEO IE SION to 


It) appears fram the regord herein that application for 
LdéntiPication ae Mississapp’ Chootaws was made to thia Cummission 
vy Louisa Bdawards for hefeelf and her six minor children, thomas, 
Znoeh, Jamie ms lula, Charlie and Elijah Sdwards, undbr the followirg 
provision.of the act of Congress approved June 28, 1895 (30 lates, 


496): 


“Said Commiasion ahaeis have authority te Aoteruand’ ‘the 
Adah by: of Choctaw indians po oie ys rights be the chee vd 


Btatos end the Ghostaw lathe fatien, sone) ste Nee on ose 
exay bation thirty, 


a8 hy signteon 





pecegaary oarete and male #9908 eg sis Gepreaary of the 


ns “16 alum egvanre sat nit of pie soot 
tu, the Choctaw Janda under: art aie fourteen 4 
ts ait Mats nt she ah Metis 


pom Gee 





‘seventh, ‘eigneeen indeed ana thirty, wy reason of: being dvecendants 4 
of Polly Tome, wie te: alleges to: ‘Reve ‘peen & PuL1t dlecd ‘Thoetaw 

Iné fen and ‘to have resided in iapiestypt in eighteen hundred and 
thirty, 

It further appears from the..evidence submitted in support 
of said application, ana fron the recoris in: the possession of the 
Commission that none of said applicanté hai ever been enrollea by 
the Choctaw tribal-authorities. as a mepber of the Choctaw tribe, or 
admitted to Choctaw citisenship by a @uly oon stituted court er 


MS ae ee ee ee ee oe sale 


committee of the Choctaw Nation, 6* by the Commi seion to the Five 
Civilized Tribes, or by a decree of the Untied States Court in 
Indian Territory, ‘mnder the provisions of the aot of Congress 
approved June 20, 1696(29 Stats. $21), 


It. Aves ‘not. appear from the testimony and evidence offered 2 


in support of said &pplication; or from the records in the posses=. 
sion. of the Commission relating to persons who seuplied or attempted 
to comply with the provisions of said articie fourteen of the treaty. 
of sighteen hundred and thirty, and te persone whe: heretofore were 
Claimants thereunder, that the said Polly Tome, or an anééestor less 
rem te, signifies {in person or hy proxy) to Colonel Wx. Ward, 
Indien Agent, Choctaw Agency, an intention to comply with the proe- 

© visions ef said article fourtgen, or Presented a claim to rights 
thereunder te either of the Vemminatons authorised. to adjudicate 





euch Claims by the kote of Congress: approved Maroh ‘$8, 1837 ‘A 6 state 
2.80). aie. pugust 23; 1842.6 State. aid). : ; 

} = It is Mraretors the ‘opinion. of this (Commiseton. that. he 
evidence herein is ineut ficient e determine the Mn, a 
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MCR 5663. 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, December 17, 1502, 


Louisa. Edwards, 

Oklahoma Gity, Oklahoma Territory. 
Dear Madam: 

You are hereby advised that on the 17th day of December, 
19028, the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes rendered a do 
cision’in the case of Loviisa Edwards, ect a1., applicants for iden 
tification as Mississippi Chootaws. 

This application was made under the provision of the. act 
of Congress of June 28, 1808 (30 State., 495), whieh is as followa: 


“Said Commission shall have authority to determine the 
identity of Chootaw Indians claiming rights in the Choctaw 
lands under article fourteen of the treaty between the United 
States and the Choctaw Nation, concluded september twenty- 
seventh, eighteen hundred and thirty, and to that end may ad 
nintester oaths, examine witnesses, and perform all other acts 
eo ola and make report to the Seoretary of the 
In oF. 


Said decision concludes as follows: 


"It is therefore the opinion of this Commission that the 
evidence hefein is insufficient to determine the identity of 
Louisa Edwards, Thomas Edwards, Enooh Edwards, James Edwards, 
Lula Edwarde, Charlie Bdwards and Elijah Edwards as Choctaw 
Indtans entitled to rights in the Chootaw lands under the pro- 
visions of said article fourteen of the treaty of eighteen 
hundved and thirty, and that the appliostion for their identi- 
fication as suoh should be refused, and it is so ordered. * 








You are further advised that you will be allowed fifteen 
daye from the date hereof within which to file arguments in this 





ter: Bote 


? een > | 


cdirk ok and that “ab ‘the expiration ‘e- aaid pee the papers in the” 
cate, together with: ‘euch argunent s wiki be ‘forwarded to the Boone 
tary of the Interior through the Commi. ssi omer of. Indien Affaire. 
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AOting Olairman, 


Registered, 
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of 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, December 17, 1902, 


Mansfield, MoMurray & Cornish, 
Attorneys for the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations, 
South MeAlester, Indien Territary. 
gent lement 
You are hereby advised that on thé J¥th dey of December, 


19°2, the Commission to the Five Civilized Trine@ rendered a de 
cision in the gase of Louisa Bdwards,iet al., applicants for identi—  —” 


fication as Mississippi Chootaws. 

Thies application was made under the provision of the act 
of Congresn of June 28, 1898 (30 State., 495), 

Baid decision concludes as follows: 

“It is therefore the opinion of this Comission that the 
evidence herein is insufficient to determine the identity of Louiea 
Edwards, Thomas Edwards, Enoch Edwnatds, Janes Rdwards, Lule Idwards, 
Gherlie Edwards and Elijah Edwards as chootaw Indians entitled to 
rights in the Chootaw lands under the provisions of said artiale 
fourteen of the treaty of cighteen mundred’ and thirty, and that the 
application for their identification as such should be refused, , 
and it is so ordered, * 

You are further advised that the applicants in this case 
have been allowed fifteen days from the date hereof within which to 
file argunents in this office, and that at the expiration of said 
time the papors in the oase, together with such arguments will be 


forwarded to the Searetary of the Interior through the Cconmissioner 





of Indian Affairs.* 
Respectfully, 





MCR. 5663, 


A, 8. UoRae, 

Attorney at Law, 

Muskogee, Indian Territory, 

Dear sir: 

You aré hereby advised that on the 17th day of December, 
1902, the Conmisgion to the Pive Civilized Tribes rendered a de- 
cision in the case of Louisa Edwards, et al., anplicants for iden- 
tification as Mississippi choctaws, 


This application was made under the provision of the agt 


of Congress of June 28, 1898 (30 Stats., 495), which is as Followss | 


“Said Commission shall have authority to determine the 
identity of Choctaw Indiane claiming rights in the Choctaw 
lands. under article fourteen of the treaty between the Mmited 
States and the Choctaw Nation, concluded September twenty- 
seventh, eighteen hundred and thirty, and to that end may. ad 
ministor oaths, examine witnesses. ahd. perform all other aote 
never thereto, and make report to the Secretary of the 
Interi o7, * 


Said decision Soncludes as follows: 


"It is therefore the ona of this Commission thatthe 
evidenge herein ig insufficient to determine the identity of 
Louisa Edwards, Thomag Edwards, Endoh Edwordd, James Edwards, 
Lula Biwards, Charlie Bdwards and Elijah Edwards as Choctaw 
Indiang entitled to rights in the Chootew lands under the pro-~ 
hundred and thirty and thet the application for their identi- 
fioation ae suoh should be refused, and it is so ordereds* 








You are further advised that the applicants in this onse 


have doen allowed fifteen days from the date hereof within whion te 


file argusents in this office, andithat at the expiration of said 

time the papers in the onse; tedether with euch argumente will be | 

forwarded to the Seorstary of the Interior through the Coumisstener 4 

of Indian Affairs. 4 
Respectfully, 


“ey; 


a) 4 
Tam nam FIR AMAA 
LATS awe 


Acting Chairman, 


Registered, 








COPY: 


she 


Muskogee, Indien Territory, January 2; 1903, °*".. cs 


The Honor sbie, 

The Secretary of the Interior, 
Sir: 

& There is tranemitted herewith the record in the case of 
Louisa Edwards, et al., applicants to the Commission fer identi- 
fication as Mississippi Choctews, inoluding the decision of the 
Commission of December 17, 1902, 

The. Commission has the ‘honor to report that thé principal 
applicant herein, her attorney of record, and the attorneys for the 
Choctaw and Chitkasaw Nations have been duly advised by letter of 
the action of the Commission, copies of gaid letters being attached 
to the record. 

Respectfully, 
Taine Di che: 


Ce he nde bw le 


doting Chairman, 
Through the |. 
Commiseioner of Indien Affairs. 





,Eno. MOR. 8665. 
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GOPY, 


Muskogee, Tnaten Territory, Mareh 26, 1903, 


Menefield, Molurray & Cornish, 
Attorneys for the Ghoetew and Chickasaw Hations, 
South MeMester, India Territory, 
Gentlemen: . 
You are hereby notified that en the 17th day of March, 
1993, the Seoretary of the Interior affirmed the decision of this 
Coumi ssion refusing the application for identification as Missie- 
Sippi Chectaws ef the Several persone iSeludea in the case of 
Louise Bdwards, et @l., of which decision you wero advised by mail 
om the 17th day of December, 1902. 


Respectfully, 








M.CeoR. 8663 


COPY, 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, March 26, 1903. 


Ae 8. MoRae, 
Attorney at Law, 
~@bamkogées, Indt an terrtvorre 
“Dear Bir: 
You: are hereby notified that on the 17th day of March, 
 Z003, the Seoretary of the Interior affirmed the decision of this 
(Commi aeion refusing the applie¢ation for Adentification as Mies is- 


“Sisto Choctaws of the several persons inclulied in the case of 
, hovdea Biwarde, et al., of 


which ee a you were advised by 
_ Tegistered mail on the 17th day of iibeber, 1902. 


Respectfully, 








COMMISSIONER 
TAMS Bixey, 


THOMAS B. NEEDLES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR. 
C. R. BRECKINRIDGE 


W. E. STANLEY COMMISSION TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES M.GeRe 5663 


ALLISON L. AYL ESWORTH, 
SECRETARY 


ADDRESS ONLY THE 
COMMISSION TO THE Five civitizen rerecs MM@egee, Indian Territory, March 26, 1908. 


Louisa Biwards, 

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. 
Dear Madam? 

You are hereby notified that on the 17th day of March, 

1903, the Secretary of the Interior affirmed the decision of this 
Commission refusing the application for identification as Missis. 
sippi Choctews of the several persons incluied in the case ef 
Louisa Edwards, et al., of which decision you were advised by 
registered mail on the 17th day of December, 1902. 




















ent of the Interior. 
Gomumission ty the Five Oisilized Tribes, 
‘ MUSKOGEE, IND. “TER. 
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In the) mater of. the application of He aay ob ison 6 61 
Tor identifi oat toi: ae. Mins isstpps Chootaws, M.CyRy 5664, 


Mie h4: Lt ati 


List: of papers’ arwarica to the Secretary -of. the Ynterior 
nn Sata Steed record in the case of Missey Robinson, .et-.ad 
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c\'«; Departnedt: or the ‘Interior. 
Gotmisaion'te thé Five ‘¢ Vilized Tribes. 

aoe > Mitakegety I. T. May 22, 1902, 
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+ a a “ie vA : , 
«Sin the ‘miter of the Silt ontion rer identifioat ion al Misdis- 
sippt Choctawn. of Misney Re ingqn' for herself and for her Minor 
nephew Johnnie Ware, LPM | Ne 


a 


+> 


BS. W.: Xilako. attorney appearing for &pplicants, 
Missey Robinsen being first duly sworn testifies as follows: 


Examination by the @6mmission. 


Q What ds.tour name? A Missey Robinson. 

Q What.d@\the name of your nephew? “Ac Tohnnie, Ware. 

Q What is Nee age? A I am thirty-seven, 

Q What is pest office address? A Gorbin, ‘Indian Territory. 

g ae leng have you lived there? A Pour yé're, going on four 
years, 

Where did you live before that? A’ I. came 


Never lived anywhere until youmwent to the Indian Perritory: 
byt in Tennessee? A Yes, sir, E 
‘Te your father living? 4 No, sir, 
S your mother ifving? A Yes, sir. 
at was your father's name? A Jeseph Hale. 
Wa ef your mother? A Millie Hale. 
Ah: You, wir, 
‘WhiGh parent do you Glaim Chootaw blood? A Both of ‘them 
oth? A Yes, sir, : 
ga 


Through 
peo 

‘Hew -tiac Maataw blood did your) father have; Joseph Hale? A 
My father wae half white.and halt Indian. 
And your mother's blood Washow? A She was part White, :part 


Indian and. part ‘POloredeipe ‘ , 
if rnd idtan blood © a mother have? A «I-think one 
What. proportiotiwasthe white and Negro plocd? A Her father was 
half Choetaw and’ har Indian and her mother was a G¢lored woman. 
Now were either’ 6f your parents at any time slaves? A No, sir; 
not that 1 know of. xa 


See See 


+ eae, 








When, were + 


i) 
Q 
Q 
0 
& 
Q 
q 
) + ar blood do you claim? A Three quarters. 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
i} 
q 


Yeu never heard that they were th Tennessee? A No, eir; I 

know my father was net ‘and Tt know my mother always lived with 

white people ona farm there. 

Q Have your parents ever been recognized dn any way. or enrolled 

"Of Dembers Of the Chootawtribe ef Indians by the Choctaw... 
tribal authorities or the Ynited Stdtes authorities:in Indian 
Reret tory? A. .Mo, sir... ‘ a et nd MORN Erm ck 

ye you proof of your’ tarriage ef your ‘yi : 

WA FOO! A May gir te ae, lee OMe BRE 

hey warried? A They were: married before the’ 


eae 
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Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 


You know where? A In Knoxville, Tennessee. 

Ry a minister and under a ifcense do you: know? A JT don't know 
sir, » ¢" . J ¢ y 4, 

Do you think you could introduce proof of the ‘marriage éf your 
father and mother if you were given tim? A I.don't really 
think I could it has been so long; é 


Thirty deve time is allowed this applicant: in which to 
prove that if she desires to do ‘so. 


Are you married? A Yes, sir. 

Is your husband living? A. Yes, sir. 

What is his’ blood? A Part white and part colored, 

What is his name? A John Robinson. 

You don't make any claim for him then? A No, sir. 

What is his business? A He 18 a ooal miner. 

And lives at Corbin. Indian rerritory? A Yes, sir. 

Have you any children you want to make application for of your 
own? A No, sir; I have no childreh. 

Have you any children at all living’ with you that you wish to 
make application for? A No, sir. 

Well have you any children living at your home that you vant 

to make application for; that you take care of? A Yes; I am 
taking oare-of;all of then. 

How many children have you living with you? A Five. 

Are the parents of these children living? A One of then. 

The mother-of some of the children? A Yes, sir. 

Four of them? A Yes, sir. 

What is‘her name? A Josie Brison. 

Her children are living with you? A Yes, sir. 

Why does she not take care of them? A Why I have to take care 
of them, 

What is the matter with her? A She. just don't know how to 
manage things, 

This mother will have to male application for her own children 
unless she gives you the proper authority to make application for 
them you have no such authority with you? A Attorney; No, sir 
You say you have five children; whose child is the other one? 

A His mother is dead. 

What is hin name? <A Johnnie Ware. 

Is his father dead also? A Yes, sir. 

The mother was your sister? A tes sir. 

How 014 is Johnnie Ware? A Twelve years old. 

How long have you been taking oare of him? A All of his life. 
He has no nearer relative than you? *'A No, sir; only my mother. 
Because his father and mother are dead you want to make 
application for him? A Yes, sir. 

What is this boys father's name? A Jim Ware. 

He is dead? A Yes, sir, 
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What. is the name of the mother? A Daisy. 

Is she dead? A Yes, sir. 

Was the mother Daisy your'own full sister? A Yes, sir. -: 

De you claim Choctaw blood for Johnnie Ware through his mother? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Through the same source that you olaim through going back? A 

No. answer. . 

rk dedi Choctaw blood do you want to cldim for him? A I don't, 
OW. abe 

His mother would be as much as you weuld she not? 9A Yes,.eir. 

How much would that be? A One-half, ie: 

You elaim three-quarters? A Yeo, sir, 


ae WL 





Your own sister would have the game quantity ef blood that yeu 
Claim; if you claim three-quarters your sister would have ree~ 
erat vers? A..Yes, sir. 

her son Johnnie ware would be half of thatj;you know how 
much that would be; one-half of three-quarters? A That would. 
be ene-quartey. 
It would be three-eighths; one-half of three-quarters would be 
Shree-eightha. Is that what. you claim for Johnnie if that 
figuring is right? A Yes;. 2f that is right. 
Is your name or the name of. this nephew Johnnie ware on any of 
the tribal rolis of the Choctaw Nation in Indian Territory? A 
No, Bir. 
Did you ever make application for citigenahip in the Choctaw 
meray to the Chectaw tribal authorities ‘ih Indian Territory? A 

®, sir, 

Have you ever made application for citizenship in the Choctaw 
Nation , Indian rerritory,for yourself or has any one for Johnnie 
Ware, your newphew, to the Commission. to the Five Givilized 
Tribes unter the act of Congress of June 10, 18969 A No, sir, 
Did you or did any one for Johnnie Ware make application tor 
citizenship in the Choctaw Nation to the Choctaw tribal authori- 
ties? A No, sir, 
Is this the first application you have ever made either to the 
Choctaw tribal authorities or the Dawes Commission for your 
nephew Johnnie Wate for citizenship in the Chectaw Nation? A 
Yes, sir. 
Have you ever been admitted to citizenship or has Johnnie Ware 
your nephew, by either the Choctaw tribal authorities, the Com- 
mission to the Five Civilized Tribes or the United StatesCourt 
in Indian Territory? A No, sir. 
Do you now come before the Commission to identify yourself as 
a Mississippi Choctaw and your nephew Johnnie Ware as a Mississtp- 
pi Choctaw claiming under article fourteen of tne treaty of 
18350? A Yes, sir, 
Do you understand that article of that treaty? A No, gir; I 
don't understand it, 


The treaty of 1550 was made between the United States govern- 
ment and the Choctaw Indians at a Place in Mississippi called 
Dancing Rabbit Creek, in the state of Mississippi, on the 27th 
day of September of that year and was made for the purpose of 
removing the Choctaw Indians who lived in that old Choctaw Nation 
to the Chostaw Nation Indian yerritory, pefore the treaty was 
Signed it became known that a good many Choctaw Indians would 
not go to the Choctaw Nation Indian Territory and in order to 
protect the interests of those Indians articie fourteen was put 
into the treaty of 1630. It reads as follows: 


“Rach Choctaw head of a family being desirous te remain and 
become a citizen of the States shall be permitted to do s0 by 
signifying his intention to the Agent within Bix months from the 


ra B on of h ‘ supo b Sti- 





titled to a repervation of one section of six hundred and forty 
acres of land to be bounded by saéetional lines of survey; in 
like manner shall. be entitled to-one half that quantity for each 
unmarried child whiho is living with him over tan years of age; . 
and @ quarter section te such child as may be under ten years of 
age, to adjoin the location of the parent. If they reside upon 
said lands intending to become Sitisens of the States for five 
years after the ratifioation ef this treaty: in thas case a grant 
in fee simple shall issue; said reservation hag inolude the * 
present impreyement of the head of the gree f or te ortion of 

t. Persons who cleim under this artiole shall not lose the 
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Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
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privilege of a Choctaw citizen but if they ever remove are not to 
be entitled to any portion of the Choctaw annuity, * 


De| you know if any of your Choctaw anoéstors complied with that 
article of that treaty?.' A No, sir. 

What is the name of your ancestor through whom you claim your 
right to be identified as a Mississippi Choctaw? A My mother. 
Go back as far as you can to 18307 A’ My people. 

Your ancestors I mean; I mcan your grandfather or grandmother 
great grardfather or great grandmother? -A.'My grandfather was 
named---, 

can you give me your grandfather's name? A Yes, sir. 

What was it? A Esau Hale. 

What relation was Esau Hale to you? A He was my grandfather. 
Did he live in Mississippi? A I think he did. 

Did he live there in 1830? A I don't know when it war. 

Did you ever hear that any Chootaw ancestor of yours lived in 
the old Choctaw Nation in Mississippi or Alabama in 1830 and was 
the head of a family there then? A TI did not hear them say 
anything about it. 

Esau ale was your father's anoéstor or your mother's? A My 
father's. 

Your father's father was it not? A Yes, sire 

He was born where? A Why I .think he was born in Mississippi; I 
just can remember him; I am not certain where he was born, 

Where did he live most of his Jife?- A In Tennessee. 

Where did he die? A In Tennessee, 

Do you know whetle r he claimed through his father or mother? A 
I guess he might have claimed through both he was a full blood, 
Do you know his father's name? A Mo, sir, 

Now you said you claimed throuch both parents; what is the name 
of your ancestor through your mother Millie? A Jordan White<- 
cotton, 

What relation is he to you? A My grandfather. 

Your mother's father? A Yes, sir, 

How much Choctaw blood did Jordan Whitecotton have? A TI think he 
was half. 

Were either of them slaves at any time? A No, sir; not that I 
know of, 

Did any of your Choctaw ancestars own any land or claim any land 
in Mississippi or Alabama in the old Choctew Nation under article 
fourteen of the treaty of 1830? A No, sir 

Did any of your Choctaw ancestors wit hin six months after the 
ratification of the treaty of 1830 go to the United States 
Indian Agent Colonel-Ward and tell him they wanted to stay in 
Mississippi, take land there and become citizens of the States? 
A No, sire 

Did any of your Choctaw ancestors own any improvements on land in 
the old Choctaw Nation in 1430? A No, sir. 

Did any of your Choctaw ancestors go from that old Chootaw 
Nation to the Choctaw Nation Indian Territory with the other , 





Indians between 153535 and 1638? A No, sir. 


The, Choctaw Indians whe stayed in the old Choctaw Nation in 
Mississippi and Alabama after the treaty of 1830 was ratified 
were required if they wanted to take advantage of article fourteen 
of that treaty to go to the United States Indian Agent:Colonel 
Ward who had an office in Mississippi at that time and within six 
months from the ratification of the ‘treaty of 1830 tell hin 
they wanted to stay in Mississippi, take lang there and become 
citinens of the States. A goal many Choctaw s did this 
whose names Colonel Ward failed to put upon his list kmowm as 


ister. His neghe ct to do 1% caus good mar 
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Indians who had land An the.old Choctaw Nation to lose it and ‘g 
as the result..of thiw: loss “eomplaints were’made; that the govern % 


ment had taken their land from them.and Congress appointed Cém- 
missiong, one in 1837 and als6 another in 1842 under various acts 
of Congress. These Cermissions were required te.go td Missis- 
arene and hear claimants under article fourteen of. the treaty of 


Do you kiiow whether any of yout Chootaw ancestors went before 
either of these two Commissions that of 1837 or the Commission 
of 1642 and claimed any benefits as Choctaw Indians under 
articie fourteen of that treaty? A No, sir. 

Did any of your Choctaw ancestors receive any scrip from the 
government as Choctaw Indians which entitled them to select 
dand either in Mississippi, Louisiana, Arkansas or Alabama to 
take the place of land which they had formerly held in the old 
Choctaw Nation and which the government had taken from them and 
sold? A No, sir; I never heard, 

Have you any relatives who have been before the Commission to 


‘be identified as Mississippi Choetaws? A No, sir. 


You are the only one in your family or kin? A Yes, sir. 


, You claim or rather Johnnie ware Claims through the same anoestor 


through whom you claim being your own sisters son? A Yes, sir. 
And your answers innreferance to your ancestry applies also 

to his ancestry does it not? “A Yes, sir. 

Your father. was his grandfather? A Yes, sir. 

And your mother his grandmother? A Yes, sir. 

Have you any evidence you want to present to the Commission at 
this time in support of tunis claim? A No, sir. 

You want time to introduce further testimony? A 


Attorney here aske. for thirty days time in which to introduce 
further testimony in support of this clain. 


Motion is granted, 


DO you speak the Chéctaw language? A No, sir, 


Examination by attorney Isaac. 


Where did you say you lived now? A Corbin, Indian Territory, 
Did I understand you to say your mother is living? A Yes, sire 
What degree of Indian blood has your mother; Choctaw Indian 
blood? A. Half I reckon . 

Threugh whom did she get her Indian blood? A Her father. 
Father? A Yes, sir, 

Did she get any from her mother? A I don't know whether her 
mother, had any Indian blood in her or not. 

Well your father would be about how gld-if he were living now? 
A. He would be about seventy-five or eighty. 
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ttow_old ts your mother? A About sixty-five. 

Your father would be about seventy-five or eighty? <A Yes sir. 

Did you sq whether he was a Slave or note A My fatier never 

Wwas.a slave? 

ue you know whether he lived in Mississippi in the years 18307 A 
o, sir. 

Did you ever get any impression from him whether he was living 
there then or not? A No , sar: > 

What is your knowledge as: to where he was living in 1830? A 
I don't know how leng ago that has been... 

Where did he ag mest of his days? A ‘Tennessee, , 

Where did he go from to ‘Be hee? A It sedme to, me like he 


is 





they, @ame from Greenville, I thinksjust the River divides, 

FoR aean to say that he lived in Téennesage #11 of his days? A 
It ink Greenville, Mississippi, they are.right Close ‘tog 

He ‘camé from Greenville Mississipi: tien to Terrieasee? 
You don't know Qw. tong before hig @eath 4 wee that he Cate. from 
 Mieeigatoys to Terres pi “MG, adr; I don't know how long. 
ROW Gld ere you now de:you say? As: Thirty-seven; he came abort 
“tha ‘ctesing up of the: War te Tennesse,’ to Hh 

Carnie’ from Mississippi? “A Yes; I think so. | « 

You don't “now whether or’ rot he went to Colonel Ward in the 
yer 1850 and stgnified his intention to remain in Mipsiesipps 
or not? A No, sir, 
What wa your mother's father's name? A Jordan Whitecotten, 
What nationality was he?. -A Indie? :and white. : 
Have ahy Negro blood in. him? A Ne, sir. «: 
You don't. know the nationality..of your mother's mother? A No, 


sir; she might have been mixed.a-Tittie, 
You know she ‘was part colered? A ‘Yes, sir, 


By the Commission. 


THis applicant haw the appearance and Physical characteristics : 

of. being descended from Wee Oitfferent races, the Negro, White i 
and Indian; she herself myestified to the: proportion of each 
blood Which she claims, The Oouimies ion is unable to determine, 
from her: personal appearancé, the au Nitity of each. It is evident 

bat #he has some Indian blood which ‘she Says is Choctaw. She 

o88' not understand ti Urge amd has no knowledge of 
compliance on the par ors’ with any of the pro= 
visions of article fourteen of the treaty of 1830, 


G. Rosenwinkel being duly sworn on his Oath states thet as 
stenographer to the Commission to' the Five Civilized Tribes he 
reported in full all the proceedings had in the above entitled 


Cause on May 22, 1902, and that the above and foregoing is a 
full true:and oorrect transcript ef his stenographic notes in 


Paid cause on said dete of May 1902, 
Subscribed and sworn to before mé this 29th dav of May 1902, 


(acts 2. Lox 
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'. Notary Public, 





COPY: 
DREARTMEST OF | THR INTRRIOR, 
COMMISSION TO THR FIVE OXVITIZED TRIMERS. 


Im the miter of the application of Missey Robinson, et al, 
for identification as Mississippi Choetaws, M.C R. 94664. 


-- DECISION :-- 


It appears from the record herein that applicatien for 
identifieation as Miesiaeippi Choctaws was made to this Consid.es ton 
vy Miseey Rovinson for herself and her minor nephew Johunis Ware, 
wider the Telicowing provision of the act of Congress apnroved June 
2a, 1898 (20 Sater, 495); 


Seid Guimbeeicn s 1 have wthority te determing 
taqartty or Gneweae. sere oe eae peeves be 


Paabe: - paper 
thereto and make repert tte settee 


If alee appeses that ‘on waa sl cate rigen : 
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in the Uhectaw lends under article fourtenn ef the tremty batwouk the. 
United States and, the Cheetar Nation concluded September twenty~ 
seventh, eighteen hundred and thirty, hy reason of being descomiante.. 
of Fsau Hale, whe. ip alleged to have been a full blood Chootaw ; 
Indian, and er Jerdan (or Jerdon) Whi tecotton, who ise alleged to .: 
have been on One-half biddd Chootaw Trdian, oad Carolinis Whitecoties. 
whe ins alleged to have been posseased e sone Cheotew Wlood (degree a 
thereof inet stated). e 

It further appears from the ais gubmitted in supers 
eof said application and from the records * the posswasion of the 


Jai 
bon 


at 


Comutapion, that neither of sid applicants has ever been enrollea 
by the Shoctaw tribal authorities as a member of the Chactow tribe, 
or admitted to Choetaw citizenship by a duly constituted court or 
committee of the Chostaw Nation, or by the Commission to the Five 
Civilized Tribes, or by a decree Gf the United States Court in 


Indian Territory, under the provisions of the act of Congress ap- 
proved June 10, 1806 (#9 Stats,, 321). | 

Tt does not appear from the) testimony and evidende offered 
in support of aad@: application, or from the records in the possemesen 


ef the Commi oad.tu Pelating te persons whe complied or attempted te 
comply with the reriutons of nid drtioie fourtean of the treaty 
d and thirty, and to peragna whe heretofore were 
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of the Gimissions authoriaed to adjudleste such alaius by the sete 
ef Gongreps appreved March 3, 1837 (5 Stats., 180) and August 23, 
1842 (5 State., 513), ) 

It is therefore the epinion of this Commfesion that the 
evidendé herein is ineufficient to determine the identity of Missey 
Robinson and Johnnie Ware, as Choetaw Indians entitled te rights in 
the Choctaw lands under the provisions of said article fourteen of 
the treaty of eighteen hundred and thirty, and that the application 
for their identification ag such should be refused, and it fs s0 


3 REE ee 


ordered, 
GAGIISSION TO THR FIVR OLVILIZD TRIBES | 





: Acting Chairman. 
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~ Commissioner . 
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Muskogee, Indian Territory, 


DEC 5 1907 
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Mis ge: Bop inson)” 

oonre fh. Ws Teanc, Attorney, 

Me Muskogee, Indian territory, 
Dear Madanj 


Recoipt is hereby acknowledged of: affidavits of General 
Low, Wal lgee and Charles Veever, which were offered in support of 
your applieation fom the identifiention of yourself .and your minor 


hephew, and the sane have’ been filed with the recordin your oasé! 


Yours ‘truly, 


» é 


Cotmiesioner: in Cher gear,’ 


’ 








Mien. Chee, 6666 rh 


Uuskoges, Indien Serestory, Tory 1, 190Hi:- 


useasy tipinscn, mh 
Cartbon, Tod tag Terrstery, 
peer ‘hace! 

Recast 14 hetey samiovdelges of yer ieiter of the. im 
inBtent, in which von aak te. be aavised of the present Status or 
your cate. . You alse Btate that you gent proof and heave heard 
nothing from the Caumigsion, | 

th reply to your letter you are advised ‘that it appears 
, from our resgtfas thet you aré an applicant for the identigigat tea 
of yourself and your miner nephew as Miseissipri Chogtads. 

ve decision hag yet been reached, ner opinion rendered, 
relative ‘o your rights es such Misciastppt chectaws, 45 Boat as 
decision hag: been rendefed you will be notified of the action of 
the Coumisnsena : 

Yours truly, 


Agting Cha irnans. 








M,O.R, 5664, 


GOPY. 
MusKOzee, Indian Territory, nece--ber 5s. 1902, 
Mansfield, MOMurray’ & Cornish, 
Attorneys for the Choctaw and “Chickasaw Nations, 
South MeAlester,; Indian Territory. 
Gent lemen: 

You, are hereby advised that on the Sth day of December, 
4902, the Cortimssién to the Five Civiliged Tripes rendered a de 
Cision in the case of Missey Robinson, et Ql,» applicants for 
identification as Migelssippi Choct awe, 

This application was made under the provision of the act 
of Congress of June 38, 1898, (80 Btate,, 495). 

Said decision concludes as follows} 

“It ia therefore tne opinion of this Commission that the 
evidence herein.is insufficient to determine the identity or Missey 
Robinson and Johnnie Ware, as Choctaw Indians emtitiled to righta in 
the Chootayw a under the provisions of said article fourteen of 
the treaty of « hteen hundred and thirty, and that the aprlication 
for their identification ar such should be refused, and it is so 
ordered, * 

You are further advised that the applicants in this ease 
have been allowed fifteen @aye from the date hereof within which 
te file argurents in thisofrice, and that at the expiration of 
said time the papcre in the case, together with such arguments, 
will be forwarded for review to the Seoretary of the Interior tnrouch 
the Cormissiéner of Indian Affairs, 


Respectfully, 
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Acting Chet#man, > oe ca 
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ioe i “darth ‘seatan aa a Ta Be OP 
te, wadeins a He a 
You are hereby advined tHet on she ‘Sth: day of. Peoerbary 
Seong ‘the Comiseion to the Five Givilired tribes yenderod # te” 
gheton in the ease of uLeney Robinsoty: et ali, speittonnt Lor Sden. 
_sidtentson he Miraiesipri Chootrwey 
this saiplication was mae under thé: providdion of the aot 
of Gonzreas of June 28, 1696, (30 ‘State,,405 Jy Which ie as FoURoI 
"Said Conmierion @hall Haye torthority to determine the 
identity of Choctaw Trdiang. giaiiing tights tithe choataw 
tands under article fourt -of the txeaty between the Witted 
6tates end the shooter: donehided September twenty 
scniat eighteen! hundred t thishy, ant to that end nay a, 
stor oathay: Oxamine Witnesnes and. perform all other ‘nets’ 
. ery thereto, and’ nake ‘report 40.the Seoretary of the 
or, * 
Said @eoision éonoludes as Tol lowe 


SIt. is therefore the opinion of thie Commlonion that 
» the evidence herein ta Aneutite iden 
ware a6 Chootaw Indian 


be 
ont itied to mighte in the ¢ 
ot seid avticle fourteon of ‘the ‘ 
and thirty, and. Seaypoad the aooriay on ident ithontian 
I WO FeLuaed, and ite 60. ordered, * 





hie You are further ativined thet you will be al lowed Fifteen” 
anys from dhe date: neveut Within what to rile seemonte dn thts 
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Registered, 
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Muskogoe, Indian Territory, Decembcr 5, 1902, 


&,. W. Isaac, 
Attorney at Law, 
Muskogce, Indian Territory, 

Dear sir: 

You are hereby advised that on the 5th day of December) 
1962, the Conmission to the Five diviliszed Pribes rednered a de- 
Gision in the case of Missey Robingon, ct als, applicants for 
identification as Mississippi, choctaws. 


This application was made under the provision of the act 


of Congress of June 28, 1896 (30 States., 495), which is as fellows! 


"Said donmission shall have authority to determine the 
identity of Choctaw Indians olaiming fights in the Choctaw 
lands under article fourteen of the treaty between the United 
States and the Choctaw Nation, cdnoluded Septenber twenty~ 
seventh, eighteen hundred and thirty, and to that end may 
adiinister oaths, examine witnesses and ge era all other 
pe seag: ows panel 4 thereto, and make report the Secretary of 
the nter ox, * 


Said decision concludes as foliows: 


*It is therefore the opinion of this Cermission that 
the evidence herein is Srisabriesent to determine the iden 


tity of gi vag Robingon and Johnnie Ware, as Choctaw Indians 
entitied to rights in the aw lands under the rrovisions 


of said article fourteen of the treaty of eighteen hundred 
+10n ae @udh should be refused, and it is so ordered,® 








Be Wy, Teen oR 


You are further advised that the applicants in thie: case 
have peon allowed fifteon days from the date herser within which 
to ‘file arguments in thin office, and that at the expiration or 
ehid time the Satdine in she -caage, together with. such armunents 
Will be forwarded for review to the Seeretary of the Interior 
through the Commissioner of Indian Afftirs, 

Respectfully, 


(HQNEB): oe 
Ce se <4 AA/SA4 
@IU771E Line y. 


Acting Ghairman, 


Registered, 








The Honorable, 


\ 


ea goa 
Rte tor 5” 


yy 


The Gecre tary’ oF a 
Sir: 

There is tranamit~ed herewith the reoord in the case of 
Missey Robinson, et al.,; applicants for identification as Vissia- 
@ippi Choctawsa, inoluding the deoision of the Commission of De- 
cember 5, 1902, 

The Commission has the honor to report that the prineipal 
applicant in this case, her attorney of record, and the attorneys 
for the Chootaw and Chickasaw Nations have been duly advised by 
letter of the aotion of the Covanisaion, copies of said letters 
being attached to the record. 


Respectfully, 








- Conmiantoner of Indian Affaire. 
‘Ine, U.C,R, 6664, 





{cary} 
LAND TEP ARTMEN? Op wiz INTERIOR, 
¥6190--1902, @ffice or Indfan Affairs, 


Washington, February 28, 1903, 


fhe Honorable, 
The Booretary of the Interior. 
Sir s~ 


There is transmitted, herewith, for your Consideration, the 
record of the Comission to the Five Civilized Tribes, in the matter 


of the application ef Missey. Robinson, for herself and her iainor 
nephew, Johanie Ware, for identification &8 Wississippi Choc taws, 
@laiming rights as Such under the provisions of the 14th article of 
the Choctaw treaty ef 1830, 

The testimony in this base shows that the applioants ‘babe. their 
Gleim to identification wider this SPpPiseation, trom conmon, ances tery 


Bean Hale and Fordan (or Serdon) Whitesotton, who it is alleged were Pe: 
Choc taw Indiang, and residents of the Chectaw Nation, in Mississippi, 


at the time ef the Making of the treaty of 1830, through Joseph and 
Millie Hale, father and xo ther. of thea principal applicant, 
The Comsiasion rejected the eppligants Beeember 5, ‘1902, te- 








ease fhe neues 8: the ancestors throuch whom they elsin do not ap- 





“2 


additional feason that the applicants had never been enrolled as 
citizens ef the Choctaw Nation. 
An examination of the records of this offise has been made with 


; Taper nee. to the gnamee of RE a ah 


Soho ee Meas 


“Youéph and-uiiise ‘ite ® iat Te asiccea’ 
sppear anon; those who complied or attempted to comply with. the pro- 
visions ef the Mth artivie of the said treaty, neither does it 
appear that they applied. to the commissions appointed under acts of 
March 5, 18357 end August 23, 1842, for an adjudication of their 
righta; if they had any, as Choctaw Indians. 

Tt is therefore respectfully recomménded that the decision of 
the Commission rejecting the parties hereto, be approved. 
Very respeotfully, 

(Signed) A. C. Tonner, 

Acting Commissiopiers:” 


GT. 8.85) 








{Orr} 
D €-2006~1905. TEPARTMENT OY THE INTERIOR, 
TTD; 2490-1903. 
LeR.Ss Marek 28, 1903. 


Gemission to. the ive Ctvilined Tribes, 
Muskogee, I. T. : 
Gentlemen: 


Devenbeor 22, 1902, you trepamttted the regerd in the matter 
ef the application for identificaticn ag Missiseipps Choctaws, of 


Missey Robinson and her minor nephew, Tohunie Ware, saree, your 
decision of December 5, 1902, refusing the application, 

ste The applicants claim rights in Cheetaw lands under artlele 
14 of the treaty of Sep tember 27, 2830, by Trea@son of being descend+ 
ante of Bean Hale, alleged to. have been a full blood choctaw Indian, 
andof Jordan for Jerdon) Whitecotten, and Carolinia MAR ieeahon, 
who.are alleged to have been Uhectaw Indiane. 

The regords fail to show that the appiicats were eyor ad— 
mitted. or enrolled ag citizens of the Shootaw Hation, or thet any éne. of 
their ancestors dbinp Lied or attempted to comphy with stile 34 of 
the treaty of September 27, 1830, or with ether of the acta of 
Mareh 3, 1eDy lay ts Btat., 480), and August. 23, 1842 (5 Stat., 513}. 








Hapih tg brtary ey 1903, ‘the Agt img oormiga toner of: 
tndiah Mereaes Yeoommends approval of your déciston, <<: “SOpy of nis. 


rottey ta: nbiéned.. 
The “Department has carefully gonsifiered the entire EOST Rs 
mid her ny effirms your aoeigion. 
‘Respectfully, 
(Signed) Thos. Ryan, 
i: tholosure. Acting Seeretary. 








M.C.R. sees, 
COPY. 


ituskogee, Indian Territory, aprii’¢, 290s. 


Mans? ieid, ‘MeMurray & Cornish, 
__Attorneys for Oheotew arid ‘Chitokastw ations, 

South McAlester, Indian Territerys:- 
Gentlemen? 

You are hereby notified that on the 28th day of March, 
2903, the Seoretary of the Interior affirmed the decision of this 
Couminsion refusing the application for iaentification as Missis< 
sippi Choctaws, ef the several persons ineluded in the case of Missey 
Robinson, et al., of which decision you were advised, by mail 
on the Sth day of December, 1902. 

Respectfully, 


ya % 4 4 
Y AO (Fae ay pa tok pe ain oy Pe 


/ 


"' Géumiseioner in Charge. 








M.C.R. 5664. 
COPY. 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, April 6, 1903. 


Missey Robinson, 
Corbin, Indian Terr itery. 

Dear Madam! 

You are hereby notified that on the 28th day of March, 
19035, the Secretary of the Interior affirmed the decision of this 
Commission refusing the application for igentification as Missis- 
sippi Chocteaws, of the several persons included in the case of 
Missey Robinson, et al., of which decision you were advised, by 
registered mail on the Sth day of December, 1902, 


‘Respectfully, 


iINED), 


C.&. Breckinridge. 


Commissioner in Cherge» 





ad ae Oy Pek on 
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MiC.R. 8664 
COPY: 
Muskegee, Indian Territery, April 6, 1903. 


8. W. Isase, 


Attorney at, Law, 


Muskogee, Indian Territory. 


Dear Sir? 

You are hereby notified that on the 26th day of. March, 
1903, the Secretary of the Interior affirmed the decision of this 
Commission refusing the application for identification. as Missis- 
sippi Choetaws, of the several persons inoluded in the case of 
Missey Robinison, et al., of which decision you were advised, by 
registered mail on the 5th day of December, 1902. 


Respectfully, 


or) a ral 
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Commissioner in Charge. 
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For Identification as a Mississippi Choctaw. 
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; aha "pape ined of :bhe , tnt tors. * 
Conmission' to, the Five “ae Red Tribes, 
; Muskogee, Lele May. 22, 1902, 


5665 


hn the’ndtter of the application for identitication as a 
wsancandpr! Cheataw of William Wages 


A. 8B, MoRae, attorney, appearing fer applicant. 
William Gage heing first.duly #Worn tentified as follows? 


Exeminat ton by ‘tive Comission, 


What isy your name? oA Wiliam cage. 

What is your ave? A I don't know pir’ exadtiy, 

Give 1t@@.Oeer as,yov can?’ A. I reckon near twenty. 

Are you marr ted? A Yor eite 

» Wenld. yo W net) de. mere thant Wantyy you look oider than thet; Can 
You Poke? a: T* néver havey 

About how o1a.a0 yout hink you are now? A ‘I guess I might be 
about twenty-one. 

What.is yey post office address? Hogs ‘Sedar Creek. 

Texas? “Yes, sir. 

How Seiee ‘dave: you lived in TexAa®, vs “Ala ny life. 

Born ore A Yes, -sir. 

Ts your father living? “Ax Yes,: bar. 

Ts your mother liv ing? A Yes, sir, 

What is your. father's name? A Joe Gage. 

‘What, is your mother's name? A Saréh Robinson. 


q 
J& 
Q 
Q 
oh 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q. 
Q 
Q 
Q: 


BY attorney; His mother has applied. 
Underwhat name. did she apply? 
> By wy borney's Under the name ef Sarah Robinson. 


Ta: your. noth er now living witha, Soe ‘Gage? A. No, sir. 

Wow'does 1t heppen that your father's name is Joe’Gage and your 
hothgt's nam Sarah Robilgwn? .A’;She married a Robinson. 

Did she. get a diverse, from her ’ dusband? A I don't know sir. 

I ghee gee to: haw mou SxPiR sf porn dizzerance in the names; 





Bhs t 5 oP > 
Are yin ur ‘yor r Tether and. nether were wivespar A Yes, sir. 
oer minister and ander a licensa¢’.A Yes, sir. 
re. were. they. Sivetaae A “Bastrop, Texas, 
) er Ne day and: PERE?, A! °, sir, I don't remember 


© 2 & fSOL2| £2 £2 
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wt 
You @lain Cherduah your ‘mother “do you? A  Yos, sir. 
How muoh Choctaw bieod.do you'claim? A One-~quarter I think. 
Has) your mother eyer been recognized as a Choctaw Indian, or 
enrolled as oné@ by the Choctaw tribal authorities or the United 
States authorities in Indian :Territory? A. I don't krow sir. 
Areyou marrfed? A: Yes, sir. 
Waat is your wife's name?.. A” Goldie Gage. 
G-o~l-dei-e? A I ‘think’ so, 
Is Goldie living now? A Yes, sir, 
She ig a white woman or’ Megre? A She is a black woman. 
You make no claim for“her? <A ie, sir. 
How: mawy children have you? <A. Nary ons. 
Claim for yourself alone? A Yes, sir. 
Is your name on any of the tribal relis of the Choctaw Nation 
in Indian Territory? A I-don't know sir; I don't suppose it fs. 
You’ never lived im Indian Territory?).A No, air. 
Have you ever made application for citizenship in the Choctaw 
Nation to the Chodtaw tribal authorities in Indian Territory? A 
A. Wo, sir; I have,not. 
Have you ever made application for citizenship in the Choc taw 
Nation to the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes under the 
act of Congress of June 10, 1596? A ‘No, gir. 
Is this the first application you have ever made for -citizenship 
in the Choctaw Nation to any authority whatever? -A Yes, sir. 
You never have been enrolled as a member of the Choctaw tribe 
of Indians by either the Choctaw tribai authorities, tie Connis~ 
sion to the Five Civilized Tribes or the Usited States Court in» 
Indian Territory?“ A No, sir. 
Do you now come before the Commission tobe identified es. ae” 
1 :as@ppi Taoctaw? A Yes, sir. 
You make that claim under article fourteen of the treaty of 1830? 
A Yes, sir. 
You understand article .fourteen of that treaty? <A No, sir; I 
don't believe I understand, it. ’ 


The treaty of 1550 was gnde between the United. States covern- 
ment and the Choctaw tribe of Indians at a place in Mississippi 
called Dancing Rabbit Creek on the 27th day .of Septerb er of 
that year and was made for the especial purpose of removing so 
far as. possible all the Chactew Indians from that oid Choctaw 
Nation to the Choctaw Nation Indian Territory. Before the treaty 
was. signed-it became known that a good many Choctaw Inatans would 
not go to. the Choctaw Nation “Indian ‘Territory and in order to 
protest the interests of, those: Indians who stayed back’ there in 
the old Choctaw Nation articlefourteen was drafted and put into” 
the treaty ef 268. 1t reads as fellows: 


"Each Choctaw.nead of a famiiy beingdesirous to remain and be~ 
come a citizen ye = States shall be permitted te da BO a sig: 


“HORT: S32 


ratitig tion of. this treaty and she or ate shalt: there on p be 
= S B reservation of ‘one section of six -hundre forty, >,” 

acres of Yand to be bounded by, sectional lines of survey; in like 

manne? she entitled to one half that quantity.for each un-. 

married ohild whidh is living with him over ten, years of age; 

and a quarter sectiehite such child as my. be*uder ten year ef 

ozs to adjoin the location of the parent, If they weside mpon 


said lands ehbigrer 97" ‘fo.Meoome citizens. of the Bes sum / 
years after the reéifieation of this treaty in that, 

in fee pimple shall ipeue;, sat eas of ee fantay OF Aap 
present, ’ Nesp i $f. Snes wos, a pent 


SOs MLE 





privilege ‘of a Ghbetnw uisipen: but 45 ve are not to; 4 
be entitled to any Bortidn of \.ther Ghestue’s fi ey ‘ 


Q° Do: you know if anyi-of Your: Chectaw anosdtors ‘eadpiied or » 
attempted to compay With any of the provisions, of that artioje’ qt : 
thet treaty? .A_ Noy. air, nh. ORL ol Nae oh “t 

Q What ie tie. name of your ‘anoeator.| h whom you claim your’ i 
right te be identified al’ a Mineise vps Ghoagtew? A I guevs it “ 


must.be from ny .grandfather, 
Q.. What, is ‘hip name? A hein an dudttves, 


en By attorneys 


Q. Is’ that your erandfather or great grandfather?’ A That is my 
grandfather. 


By the Comitteedon. 


Q O-e-h-i-l-t-Kr-s4e is that right do you know? A I don't know 
sir how 1¢ 48 spelled, 

Q Pronounce it again? A Oahiltree. 

Q You can’t spell? A No; not very good. 

Q Do you know. whether it is spelled that way or not? ‘A Noy oir} 
I don’t know, 


To attorney} How about that. Mr. Attormnoay? a We. have it so bees 
Onde iet+tqitre-e. ety <e 


Q How muck, Choataw biog did he have, cA He was & full biocod; 
clained to be. Key 

Q: Did he Live in ie eiustiat in 18309: “AI don't lnow sir; whether 
he did or not. 
“DO. you know whether he olaimed through iis father or mother? A I 
Suppose he must have claimed. through. both, ~., a 
De you know anything about without, ar postng? A ho, air. 
What was the name of his father? © A, don?t know sir. 
Your great grandfather what was his ‘name do you.know? A No,e4rs 
‘Can you give. me the name ef the mother of: John Wil tiem Okittree? 
A~ No, sir. 
How old ts your mother paten Robingon?: “A I don't ‘know sir; I 
never have heard her say, 
Where was. Behe born? A In: Texas. I think . 
Is, dhe, Jdying in Texas yow? A Yea, sir. 
Has.ghe ajways 1i¥ed in’. exes? A Yew, sir, 
Doge anaemia ~ reigh heh’ father op mother? A Thrown her 

W7 - \ 


t 

erg Sl his: Rene? -A John Wil tam Okitree. 

That de Sarah Rebifison's' father? A) Yes, sir, 

You can!,t go bak, wy further ‘to your Chee taw ancestors? A Moy 

wir. — ne — 

Can‘you give me. "gli hae. 0 tay Cimotue anoeetor whe, wan a 

Choctaw Indian in Miseisadpot 4 tn 1830 and wae ‘he, tent of am, 

family there then?” MG; B49 b, of: 

Did, arty of your Ghactan adonstors own any ste Sine 

land: saissippi or. Alabama’ under: ertidle four iy 
tye s85h 2 No, Bir} not that Tdmowa' ety ae 
AW Riad 3 ancestor a 

in itwadteu'y oF ‘Alabaza: gl tt 

Did any oF ‘Choetaw pestep beige 8 


tnddan agent Saxbnes " 


PONLHR D LOLS OQ 





©) See 


& 





1% 


“ississippi, take land there and degome Citizens of the States; 
did you aver hear that’ they did?-.A \Noy Bir}, I nave not: heard. 
Did-any of your Chectay ancestors go ‘rom that old Choctaw, 
Nation te the Choctaw Wotton gaa the esi crs between’ 163.3 and 
1838 or ‘forty? Ai No, sir} HOt Stat: 2d imows: of, ets 
In L8s7axid Aldo in. 1842, Commins fons Were aprointed by acts 
of Congress which Commissions, went to Miseisal ppt and. ‘heard’ 
claidients.under. article:fourteen ef the treaty of 1830. ‘These 
Commissions were anpointed because of the complaints of Choctaw 
Indians who said that they had gone to Colonel Ward the United 
States Indian:Agént ‘and within six months from the ratification 
of the treaty registered or attempted to register their names 
with him as persons: wha desired to remain in Missisgippi, take 
land ‘there and become citizens of the States but that he neg~ 
lecté@ or refused to make’a proper registration of their names 
under that article. Recause he beglected to do this’a ‘good many 
Indians who Lived .in Miséissinpi had the land which they held in 
the old Choctaw Nation taken from them and sold by the government : 
at its publio land saise. It was on account of the complaints 
of these Indians that these Gommissions were np»vointed. 


Did any of your Choctaw ancestors go before sither of these 

two Coumissions and claim any benéfits under article fourteen 

of the treaty of 1830? A =I don't know sir; whether they did or 
note 


Tne act of Congress approved August 23, 1842, provided that. if 
any Choctaw Indian proved his claim under article fourteen of 
the treaty of 1830; if it also further appeared that he had had 
lard in the old Choctaw Nation which the kovernment had taken 
from him and. sold that he should be entitled to select land either 
in Mississippi, Alabama, Louisian® or Arkansas, and’ thet 
cer‘ ificates to that effect shoyld be given him, These certificatds:: 
were called scrip. : 


Did any of your Choctaw ancestors receive any such sorip fron 
the government as Choctaw Indians?. A Not ‘ag.I knows of, 

Who is Batah Robinson, your mother? A. Yes, sir. 

Has she been before the Commission to be identified as a 
Mississippi Choctaw? A Yes, sir. 

When did she. go before the Commission do,vou.remember? A I 
don't know exact What month or day but. it was not long ago. 
She ‘catte Were to Muskogee? A Yes, sit. 

jo you want to have her ‘case referred to in order that you may 
-et the benefit of what she has testified to? A Yes, sir. 


The ease of Sarah Robinson M.C.R, 4900, is here referred to 
for the Purpose of consolidation. 





Do you speak the Choctaw langusge? A No, sir. 

Are youindét' a ChoctawIndian? . A -I claim to be part. 

Rave you'any evidence you wat.to introduce now in supportof this 
clad. +.) : a 


Now attorney for, applicant comes and asks that the evidenoe 


apnpeay, impr eaueed. tg pera Miata wer iers Mb Wcr°Baaltess, 


and his aunt Mary Thompson, to be made a part of the record. im, 
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wins Pai | ppa tana, pas’ Gi upd pioe kee create aan 
h of ts the déebonded hom Negro parentage; claim’ bys, 
Betas at retegre 1a: MEA PS aE b 'erpearance: po} Sec the pea ar dg ne 
Alen jaart) an ATY Loan: hice ds. He Woon not speak the sie 


agear ‘corpltiance ‘dif “the part 


poe ee provisions of article feoeeern 


poe tile Sb jig duly. aworn on’ Hib oath atates” eis ae 
oe ‘wer to. the Commission to the Five Givilized Trikes! he 
ted in: full all ‘the procesd ings had in the: above entit Led 
haere 22, 1902; "and that the sbové and forex abe's go 488s 
“Bud dorrect -tranecri “i hie. Btenégrapnic waren tn 
PONE: On: anid date of wey Tet 


Subdorinea and gworn to OS as me this 29th iday. of May ation 


AB a. te, 2 Hata. Pee ose: 


Notary Public. 








H.G.R. Bago 


‘COPY. 


‘Meshkeges, Indian Territery, December 1, 1962." 


Wilitem Gage, 
Cedar Greek, Texas, 
Dear Sir: 
You ere hereby advised that en the lst day ef December, 
2902, the owmiasion te the Five Civilsaed Tribes, rendered a de- 
cision in the consolidated case of Jamon Oohiltree, et al., em- 
braeing the following applications, for identification as Wisstesippt. 
Cheotiawa: * } 
amen Ochiltree, et al. M.C.R. 4552 
Thompsen, et al., * 4968 
Willian Ookittree,. et ai., 4996 
mynd boreal et al., 4096 
Sarah: e0n,.et al., 4900 
y ate mgs aeae j 


5665 
, pet ai., 6239 . 
i 6336 
6336 


6341 

These apptcat tons were made under the provision ef the 
aot of Géngress of June 26, 1898 (30 Btate., 495) which is as 
tet lows: 


see tees 


aty, et al. 


whaie what, Daye authority to determine. the. 
ete af sa Titians aye aut Mikte in the Choot ay: 


there da arts ke. Trortee oe of treaty. be: 





ne ¥ 600 luded September. twanty~ 


; nal to: ond; may ad- 
rand eta aot see other acts 
“Beeretary or the». r 


wt 
vy, 





Said decision concludes as follows: 


"It is therefore the opinion of this Commission that the 
evidence herein is insufficient to determine the identity-of 
James Ochiltree, Bessie Ochiltree, Beulah Ochiltree, Viola 
Ochiltree, Mary Thompson, Frank Phompson, Winnie Thompson / 
Yanrite Thompson, Charley Thompson, Mamie Thompson, Arthur 
Thompson, Lillie Thompson, Earnest Thompson, Sam R. Thomp song’: 
Etta May Thompson, Morgan Thompson, William Ockittree, Willie: 
Anna Ockittree, Carrie Ockittree, Sterling Ockittree, Georg 
Ockittree, George Ookittree, Jr., Walter Ockittree Thomas} 
Ockittree, Leile Ann Ookittree, Howard Ockittree, Yan Ookit 


Iavinia Ockittree, Chester Ockittree, Brnest Ooxittree, Sara *" 

Robinson, wary Robinson, Allie Robinson, Sallie Robinson, 
Robinson, Philip Ochiltree, William Gage, Teaco Ookit- 
letree, Mary Ockitt 


Lee Roy 

tree, George Ock ree, Joseph Ookittree, Effie | 

Ockittree, Sarah Ockittree, Eliza Kilpatrick, Louisa E. Burgess, © 

Abraham B. Hallidey and Theron Halliday cs Choctaw Indians 

entitled to rights: in the Choctaw lands under the provisions 

of said article fourteen of the treaty of eighteen hundred and 

thirty, and that the applications for their identification as 

such should be refused, and it is so ordered.® 

You are further advised that you will be allowed fifteen 
days from the date hereof within which to file arguments in this 
office, and@-that at the expiration of said time the papers in the 
case, together with such arguments will be forwarded for review to 
the Secretary of the Interior through the Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs, 
Respectfully, 


_ am, A 
sf = l 24.24 .4 
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Acting Chairman 


Registered. 
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STA GORY: 
Muskogee, ‘Endiaf ‘Territory, March 23, 1963. 


FE i AN eR AI A AGRE LG IE ope yD 


You are hereby notified that’ on the 12th day of Marah;1903, 
the Seoretary of the Interior affirmed the decision of this Comnta- 
sion, ‘refusing’ the applications for identifioation as Mississippi 
Ghoetaws of the several peraons included in the consolidated case of 
James Oohiltree, et al., of which decision you were advised by 
registered mail on the let day of December, 1902. 

Respectfully, 


(B)GNED). 
Tatne Bixby. 
Chairman. 
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tification ef himself and 
Mary A., and Theeders MeNeely, as Missiagippi Che 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
COMMISSION TO THE FIVE CIVILINED TRIERS, 
Muskogee, Indian. Territory ,May 22,1902. 


eee Se Se Poweee 


In the matter ef the a ition of Jesse 3. MeNeely fer iden- 
r rnten, 
hie mine berg me Jehn Thernte 


rot Said Jesse HE MeNeely, being first duly sworn, testified as 
‘ollews: 


¢ 
q 
3 
q 
8 
2 
Q 
Q 
Q 
q 
a 
¢ 
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Examination by the Gemnissien. 


What is your nam? A Jesse 3B. McNeely. 
What is your age? A My age is 43. 
bp is yeur pest effice address? A White Bead, Indian Terri- 
ry. 
Hew long have you lived there? A Three er four years. 
How teng have you resided in the Indian Territery? A This is 
the thirteenth year. 
Where did you live before that? A The first year I cam here 
I lived at Begay t. 
in Mississippi? A Yes, sir. 
And came from there here? A Yes, sir. : 
When did yeu come here? A Yall ef 1889, 
Is your father living? A Nea, sir, 
Is your mothey living? A Yea, sir. 
What is your father's name? A Jesse Moveely. 
What is your mother's name? A Mary J. Garrett. 
Has she been befere the Cemmission te be identified as a Missis- 
Sippi Ghectaw? A Yes, sir. 
You claim through your mother do you? A Yes, sir, 
How mach bloed de yeu claim? A One-gighth., 
Has your mother ever been recognised in “7 way 6r enrellied by 
either the Chectaw tribal authorities or @ authorities ef 
the United States 4n Indian Territery as a citisen ef the Choo- 
taw tation? A Wot that I knew ef. 
Are you married? A Yes, sir. 
What is yeur wife's name? A Ida MeNeely. 
Is she living? A Yes, sir, 
Ig she a Chectaw Indian er a white Wouun? A White woman. 
De you make any claim for her? A Ne, sir. 
Have you any ehildren? Yes, sir. 


P. es age 7; 7 
wares dren? Yes, sir, 
mee ef — children? A Yes, sir. 
‘es, sir. 

tving with you and your children at heme? A Yes, 
sir, 
Were either your wife married befere you married each 
ether? A te. ps Pd 


Mave you the proof ef your marriage? A Wo, siy. I have written 


raht , T 
» See 8 months 





Jesse B. MoWeely et.al. ----3, 


for the marriage certificate. 

You will be able to preduce it? A Yes, sir. 

Is your name er the name of any of your children on any of the 

tribal rells of the Choctaw Nation in Indian Territery? A I 

don't knew. 

Yeu never heard that your name was en the rolls? A No, sir. 

Have you over made application for yourself er for your children 

to the tribal authorities of the Chectaw Natien? A I have . 

When did you make application? A I camot give the date. It 

was six or seven re age. 

Did you make application to the Commission? A Yes, sir. 

Did you come before the Commissien in person? A I did not. 

I applied threugh an Attorney. 

Then yeu did not male application to the Commissien but went te 
_ an Atterney and wanted to do something fer you but he failed 

to do iug? A Yes, sir. 

Did you at any other time make application to the Dawes Conmmis- 

sion fer citizenship in the Choco Nation for yourself and chil- 

dren? A MWe, sir. 

Since that time in 1896, when you went to a lawyer who failed to 

de anything for you, have you ever made application to the Dawes 

Commission or the Choctaw Tribal authorities fer yourself ani 

ehiidren? A No, sir, 

You never have been admitted to citizenship with your children 

either by the Choctaw tribal authorities, the Commission to the 

Five Civilized Tribes, or the United States Courts? A Wo, sir, 

You new come before the Commission te identify yourself and 

children ag Mississippi Choctaws, claiming under article four- 

teen of the treaty of 18307 A Yes, sir. 


The treaty of 1830 was made between the United States 
government ani the Choctaw tribe of Indians at a place called 
Dancing Rabbit Creek in Mississippi. It was made for the pur- 
pose of rhea hore f as far as pessible, the Indians frem the 
eld Choctaw Nation in Mississippi and Alabama to the new Choc- 

taw nation in Indian Territory. At the time the treaty was made 
@ great many Choctaws declined te move te the new ecountry and 
preferred te remain in the Choctew Nation in Mississipi and 
Alabama, and for the benefit of this class of Indians Article 
fourteen was drafted and put inte the treaty which reads as fol- 
lows: 


"Each Chectaw head of a family, being desirous to remin 
and become @ citizen ef the States, shall be permitted te de 
se by sign ing his intention te the t thin six menths 
ef the ratification ef this treaty, and or she shall there- 
upen be entitled to a reservation ef one section of sizx-hundred 
and fe acres ef land, te be bounded by sectional lines of 
quantity for each child which is living with him ever ten 
years of age, and a quarter section te such child as may be 
under 10 years of age, te oin the leeation ef the t. 
If they reside upen said » Antending to become eitizens 
of the states, for five years after the ratification ef this 
treaty, in that case a grant in fee simple shall issue, Said 
reservation includes the present imprevement ef the head ef 
the family, or a pertien ef 1t. Persens whe claim wider this 
article net lose the privilege ef a Chectaw eitizen, but 








Oe 


Q 
@ 
9 
2 
2 
a 
Q 
2 
g 
Q 
“ 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 


DOL 


if they ever remove, are not to be entitled to any portion of 
the Chectaw amuity.* 


You understand that de you? A Yes, sir. 
What is the mame ef your ancestor through whem you claim the 
right to be identified as a Mississippi Chectaw? A Mary Pul- 


yt grand-meth Fs 
ts that her maiden nome? A Yes, sir. 


Whom did she marry? A A man named Hale. I don't know what 
his given name is. 

Did she live in Mississippi in 1830? A Yes, sir. 

Was she the head of a family there in 1830? A Yes, sir. 

You claim through your mother? A Yes, sir. 

And she claimed through whom? A Her mother, 

What was her mother's name? A Bettie Hale. 

Who did Bettie Hale marry? A John Harper. 

Did she live in Misgissippi? A Yes, sir. 

Was she born in Mississippi? A I don't know. 

How old would she be if now living? A About 90 years old. 
Bettie Harper claimed through whom? A Her mother. 

What was the mother's name? A Mary Fulsom. 

And she you think lived in Mississippi? A Yes, sir. 

In the old Choctaw Wation there? A Yes, sir. 

Did Mary Hale, your great grand mother, speak the Choctaw lan- 
guage? A TI have heard she did. I have heard she spoke it 
fluently. 

Did she have @ Choctaw Indian name? A MI don't know sir. 

How mueh Choctaw blood did she have? A I suppose one-half. 
Did any ef your Choctaw ancestors own any land in the old Choctaw 
nation in Mississippi and Alabama under Article 14 of the treaty 
of 1830 between the United States goverment and the Choctaw 
tribe ef Indians? A I don't knew, 

Did any of your ancestors, within six months ef the ratifica- 
tien ef the treaty ef 1830 go before the Agent, Col. Ward, and 
tell him that they wanted to remain in the old Choctaw nation, 
to take lands, and to become citizens of the States? A I don't 
know sir. 

Did any of your Choctaw ancestors own any improvements on lands 
in Mississippi and Alabama in 1830? A I don't know that. 

Did any ef your Chectaw ancestors go frem the old Choctaw na- 
tion in Mississippi and Alabama to the new Choctaw Nation in 
Indian Territery between the years of 1833 and 1838 when the 
main pertion of the Chectaws removed there? A I don't know, 


The Chectaw Indians who lived in the Choctaw nation in 
Mississippi and Alabama after the treaty of 1830 was ratified, 
were required, if they wanted to take advantage of Artiele 14 
ef the treaty of 1830, to te the United States Indian Agent, 





Col. Ward, within six months of the ratificatien of the treaty 
and tell him that they wanted te stay in Missigsippi, to take 
land there and te become citizens ef the State. A great many 
Choctaws went before Col, Ward and signified their intention 
of remaining in the eld Choctaw nation whese names he refused 
or neglected te register, and this neglect caused a creat 

many Indians te have their lands sold at the publie land sales. 
This caused so many complaints that Congress by act of March 
3rd, 1837, appeinted a Commission to go to Mississippi and 
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investigate these claims. In 1848 another Commission was ap- 
pointed for the same purpese, under act ef August 23, This 
Commission went te Missiszippi and heard claims wider Article 
14 ef the treaty of 1830, 


Did any eof your ancegtors ge befere this Commissien and slain 
any benefits under Artiele 149 A I do net know. ; 
Did any ef your Choctaw anesstors reosive any e¢rip from the 
government, which entitled them te select land in either of 
the states of Mississippi, Louisiana, Alabama ¢r Arkansas? A 
IT doen't knew. 

This serip was issued under act of Cengress approved 
August 23, 1842, and was issued to theese Indians who not enly 
claimed rights under Article 14, but also Claimed they had 
their land taken from them by the government while living in 
the old Choctaw nation. 

What relation was Mary J. Garrett te you? A My mother. 
What relation was Bettie B. Wilsen? A My mother's sister, 
What relation was Lewis H. Garrett? A Half-brether. 

What relation was Althea Garrett? A Half-sister. 

What relation was Eva Pender? <A Half-sister. 

What relation was Prank P, McNeely? A Brother. 

Thes¢ have all been befere the Commission as Mississippi Choc- 
taw @laimants? A Yes, sir. 

Deo you want your case eornsidered along with those cases included 
under the head of Mary J. Garrett, Mississippi Choctaw case 
55077 A Yes, sir. 

Have you any documentary or other evidence you wish to intro- 
duce in support of your claim? A No, sir. Not just now. 


Q 
Q 
Q 
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Thirty days time is allewed applicant in which to intro- 
duce further testimony in support of this application. 


Do you speak the Chectaw language? A Yo, sir. 


Applicant has the appearance and physical characteris- 
tics of being descended from white parentage. Eyes of grey- 
ish brown, medium dark complexien, brown hair and light brown 
mustache. He does not understand the Choctaw language, and 
has no knowledge of any compliance on the part of his ances- 
tors with the provisions of Article 14 of the treaty of 1830, 


See ek td we 


Ralph B. Bisenberg, being first duly sworn, states that as 
stenographer te the Conmissien te the Five Civilized Tribes, he 
reperted in full all the proceedi had in the abeve entitled 
cause, heard at Muskoges May 22, 1908, and that the above and fore- 
going is a full, true am correet transcript of his stenographic 

notes taken in said proceedings on said date, O 

‘ D 
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Wa C4 f; VS Oe eit Be: 
Subseribed and sworn to before me this 2an4 day of May, 1902, at 


Muskegee, Indian Territory. 
4p 


het ae 2G Le CAP Zy a. 


Notary Public. 
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Muskogee, ‘tndfen Territory, June 12,1908; 


Minne 


veday B, Udleely, 
ae White Bead, Indiah Territory, 
eet ae 

Dear Sims 


Receipt is hereby asknowledged of certified copy oF mare 
ine Addense between J. By MoXeely @nd Iam. Collier, which +4 otte a 


ed in support of your application for the identification of yourselg 1 


and our minor ¢hitdren oe Mi posesimps Choo taws,: and. the sane has 


Beey Flea with the regord in this case, 


Yours: truly, 


Commigaioner in Charge. 








Muskogee, Indien Territory, ovteber 10, 1902; 


Jones B, MoNeoly, 
Whitebead, Indian ferritery, 

Dear Sir: 

You are hereby advised that on the loth day of Oetoder, 
1908, the Goumission to the Five Civilized tribes eendered a de- 
sision in the consolidated case of Mary J. Garrett et al., embrac 
ing the following applications for identification as Mississippi 
Chootaws: 


) 


007 
344 
908 


50 
51 
Bl 


Mary J, Garrett, C 
Bettie B. Wilson, C 
Lewis H, Garrett, € 
Aithes Garrett, c 
Rvea J. pender, C 
Frank P, Mebesly et al., M0 
John y et al., @ B S667 
Jesse By,’ ely ot al., MGR 6666. 


The se pitaihlens were made under the provision of the 
eet of Cofigress of Jiime 26, 1696 (30 Gtate., 495) which ie as fol+ 
lows! 


on shall have ort termine the 
identity of Ghegter foalens elevate Plaxte me in tie Choetaw 


lends under ertisle fourteen of the arene between the United 
States and the Thoetew Nation, sanenunes preaber twenty 





minister ow emucine witnesses an: all other mete 
secereny Sospere’ tiandin vod mane Treert: Beoretary of the 
bt or.* 
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Said decision conoludes as follows: 


"It is, therefore, the opinion of this Commission that 
the evidence herein is {neufficient to determine the identity 
of Mary J. Garrett, Bettie B. Wilson, Lewis A. Garrett, Althea 
Garrett, Bva J. Pender, Frank P. MoNeely, Jessie M. Moleely 
Willie M, MoNeely, James S. MoNeely, Joneph A, MoReely, Badle 
Ms. MoNeely, Barbara A. MoNeely, Frank P. MoNeely, Jr., Mary 
V. B. MeNeoly, Jom &. Pr mpartag Jesse 8. MoNeely, Frank T, 
MoNeely, Otis Moleely, Jesse B. MoNeely, John Thornton xo- 
Neely hary As MoNeely and Theodore MoNeely as Chootaw Indians 
entitied to rights in the Choctaw lande under the provisions 
of said article fourteen of the treaty of eighteen hundred 
and heme A and that the applications for their identi fi¢ation 
as sush ula be refused, and it is so ordered.* 


You are further advised that the Commission has on this 
date forwarded the record in this case to the Gecretary of the 


Interior for review, and you will be informed in due time of such 


action as may be taken by him, 
Respeotfully, 


Coumissioner in Charge, 
Registered, 








M.CsR- 5666 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, February 24, 1903. 


Jesse B. MeNeely, 

_ White Bead, Indian Territory. 
Dear Sir? ™ : 

You are hereby notified that on the 12th day of February, 
1905, the Secretary of the Interior affirmed the decision of this 
Commission refusing the applications for identification as Missia«- 
sippi Choetaws ef the several persons included in the consolidated 
ease of Mary J. Garrett, et al., of which decision you were advised 
by registered mail on the 10th day of October, 1902. 
Respectfully, 


reid 
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For Identification as a Mississippi Choctaw. 
ae mAY 22 1902 
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In the matter of the applicatien ef John wu. MoNeely for iden- 


tification ef himself and his three minor Children, Jesse S., Frank 
T., and Otis Molieely, as Mississippi Choctaws. 
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John M. MeNeely, being first duly sworn, testified as fallews: 
Examination by the Commission, 


What is your nase? A Jehn &. MoNeely. 

What 4s your age? A Yorty-seven, 

= make applicatien for yourself and miner children? A Yes, 
rs r, 

What is your pest office address? A White Bead, Indian Ter- 
ritery. 

How long have yeu lived at White Bead? A Four years. 

Where did you live before that? A In the Chickasaw Wation five 
miles south of Pauls Valley. 

How long have you lived in the Territery? A Thirteen years, 
Where did you live befere that® A In Mississippi. 

Were you born in Mississippi? a I Waa. 

And lived there how long? A Until I was 3O years old. 

Ie your father living? A Wo, sir, 

Is your mother 1i 7. A  Bhe is, 

What was your father’s name? A Jesse McNeely. 

What was your mother's name? A Mary J. Garrett, ‘ 
De you claim your Cheetaw bleed through your mother? A I do. 
How much do you elaim® A One-eighth. 

Has your mother ever been recognised in any way or exrollied by 
the Chectaw tribal authorities or the United States authorities 
in the Indian Territery? A Yo, sir, 

Are you married? A I am, 

What is your wife's mame? A Addie McNeely, 

She is living is she? A Yes, sir. 

Is she a Choctaw Indian or. a white wanan? <A White weman. 

De you make any claim for her? A No, sir, 

How many children haye you under age and unmarried? A Three. 
Give their names and ages? A Jesse &., boy, age 18; Frank re 
boy, age 15; Otis, boy, age 4. 

You claim for yourself and three boys do you? A Yes, sir, 

Is your name on the triba) rolls of the Choctaw nation in In- 





dian Territory? A Ne, sir. 

: rS 3 made oes = - 0 B Zenship in the Choctaw 

nation? A Yes Sir, through an et. ; 

You never went in person before the Co Ssion at any time, either 

by ant eter ir act of June 10, of that year, or any other time? 
oar, 

Dia ze ever make ep plication to the Choetaw tribal authorities? 
sir, 

What you mean then is that. you went te an Atterney and anon me 

him.to present his application te the Commission? A Yes, sir, 

Did he ever de it? A I don't knew. 





Jehn M. MeWeely et.al. 


Q@ You never heard ef it? A Wo, sir, 
Q From that day to this you never heard frem the Commission er from 
the Attorney? A Wo, sir. 


Upen examination ef the records of the Commission ne such 
name as that ef John M. McNee%y appears en any of its reec- 
oy a8 @ claimant or applicant for enrollment as a Chec taw 
Indian, 


Have either you or your children ever been admitted te citizen- 
ship either by the Cheetaw tribal authorities, the Cemmission te 
- Vive Civilized Tribes, or the United States Courts? A No, 
air, 

This is your first application? A Yes, sir. 

You new come before the Commission to identify yourself and your 
children as Mississippi Choctaws, claiming under Article 14 of 
the treaty ef 18307 A Yes, sir. 

De you understand that article? A I do not understand it 
thoroughly, I heard you read it. 


It is as fellows: 


“Bach Choctaw head ef a family, being desirous to remain 

and become a citizen of the states, shall be permitted to de 

#0 by signifying his intention to the Agent within six menths 
of the ratification of this treaty and he or she shall thereupen be 
entitled to a reservation of one section of six hundred and forty 
acres ef land, to be bounded by sectional lines ef survey; in like 
manner shall be entitled to one-half that quantity fer each child 
Which is living with him over ten years of age, and a quarter sec- 
tien te such child as may be under 10 years of age, te adjoin the 
lecation ef the parent. If they reside upon said lands, intending 
to become citizens of the states, for five years after the ratifi- 
cation ef this treaty, in that case a grant in fee simple shall 
issue. Said reservation includes the present improvement of the 
head of the family, or a portien ef it. Persons who claim under 
this article shall net lose the privilege of a Chectaw citizen, but 
if they ever remove are not to be entitled to any portien ef the 
Choctaw annuity." 


Q De you knew if any ef your Choctaw ancestors complied or at tem- 
Pted te comply with the previsions ef that article? A I don't 

knew. 

Threugh whem do you claim as a Mississippi Choctaw? A My great- 

grand-mether. 

What is her name? A Mary Fulson. 

Was that her maiden name? A It was. 

Whem did she marry? A A man by the name of Mat Hale. 

Was he a white man? A Yes, sir. 

How much Chocthw blood did his wife Mary have. A Full-blooa 


SLLaLL 2 





I suppose, er half bleoced. 
, y octaw blood Hale? A Wo, sir, 

Did your great- -mother, Mary Hale, live in Mississippi in 

1830? A She did. 

How de you knew? A I have been told so. 

By members of the family? A Yes, sir. 

Did she live there in 1830 and have children living with her at 

that time? A Yes, sir. 

She was the head ef a family there was she? A Yes, air. 

What evidence have you ef that fact? A My mother's evidence. 





John M. MoNeely et.al. 


and I reaken she had it from her mother. 

Did she have a Chectaw Indian nam? A I don't know. 

Did she speak the Chectaw language? A I suppose se. 

You heard she did? A Yes, sir. 

Do you speak it er have any knowledge of it? A We, sir. 

Did any ef your Chectaw ancestors ge frem the eld Chectaw natien 
in Mississippi and Alabama to the Indian Territery with the 
main pertien of the Choctaws between the years of 1833 and 1838? 
A I doen't knew. 

Did any ef them, after the ratification of the treaty of 1850, 
go to the Indian Agent, Col. Ward, and signify their intentien of 
remaining in the old Choctaw nation and becoming citizens of 

the States? A I doen't know. 

Did any ef your Choctaw ancestors own any improvements en lands 
in Mississippi and Alabama in 18307 A I suppose they did. 

De yeu knew that they did? A No, gir. 

Did any of your ancestors own or claim any land in Mississippi 
and Alabama under the article fourteen of the treaty of 1830? 

A I think they claim they did. 

What evidence have you of this fact? A Only what I have been 
told by members of the family and others. 

You have nc documentary evidence? A Wo, sir. 


The Indians who remained in Mississippi after the treaty 
was ratified, who wanted to take advantage of article 14, were 
required to go befere the Indian Agent, Col. Ward, and tell him 
that they wanted to stay there and take land and become citi- 
zens of the States. <A great many Choctaw indians did this but 
Col. Ward failed to register their names. This neglect caused 
the government to take away from these Indians their lands 
with all improvements thereon. This caused a great many com 
plaints, so that as a result Congress, by an act approved 
Mareh Srd, 1837, and act of August 25rd, 1842, appointed two 
Commissions, which commissions went to Mississippi and heard 
Claimants under article 14 of the treaty of 1830. 


Do you knew if any of your ancestors went before either of these 

commissions claiming benefits wnder article 147 A I de net. 

Did any ef your ancestors receive my scrip frem the goverment 

which entitled them te select land in the states of Mississippi, 

Teuisiana, Alabama er Arkansas, to replace lands which they 

claimed to have formerly held in the Choctaw nation, and which 

the government had taken frem them? A I do not know. 

What relation is Mary J. Garrett to yeuf A She is my mother. 

eee recently te be identified as a Mississipi Choctaw? 
es, sir. 

Her ease is No. 5507. De you want to have her application re- 

ferred te in your application so as to get the benefit of her 

testimony? <A Yes, sir. 

De you wish te refer to the records of applicants who claim to 

be relatives of yours? A Yes, sir. 

Have you any further evidence which you wish te present in sup- 

port of this claim? A We, sir. 

Would you like a little time in which te present other testimony 

in this ease? A Yes, sir. 


Thirty days time is allowed this applicant in which te 
arezent any ether evidence he may have in suppert ef his 
c e 








as « 


Jebm x, ieiy esa; nen PR ey i a 
a be 700 meeak ‘the pee eee, ry me, the 


ip ies ey a 


Subscribed and swern te "otal 
: rervdtery re me wae ie: day of bad 1902, at 


Notary Public. 








Muskogee, Indien Territery, Gateber 10, 1902, 


John Mp Meleeiy, 
Whitehead, Indien Territery, 

Dear Sir: 

You are hereby advised that on the 10th day of Goteber, 
1902, the Commiasion to the Five Civilised Tribes rendered a de 
gision in the consolidated case of Mary J, Garrett et al,, eabrac* 
ing the following applications for identification as Mississipp. 
Ghootawa i 


en Garrett, 
Rettie B. Wilson, 


hone BH, Garrett, 
Althea Garrett, 
7. Pender, 
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These applications were made under the provision of the 
act of Congress of June 26, 1690 (30 Gtate,, 495) whieh is as fol« 
lows: 
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Said decision coneludes as follows: 


"It is, therefore, the opinion of this Commission that 
the evidence herein is {nsuffisient to determine the identi ty 
of Mary J. Garrett, Bettie B. Wilson, Lewis H. Garrett, Althea 
Garrett, Bva J. Pender, Prank P, MoMeely, Jessie M, MoNeely 
Willie a. MeNeely, James 8. MoNeely, Joseph A, MoNeely, Raale 
M, MoNeely, Barbara A. MeNeely, Frank P, Moyeely, Jr., Mary 

V. B, MoNeely, John M. MoNeely, Jesse 8, MoNeely, Prank T, 
MoNeely, Otis MoNeely, Jesse 3B. McNeely, John Thornton Mo- 
Neely, Mary A. MoNecly and Theodore MoNeely as Choctaw Indians 
entitied te rights in the Choctew lands under the provisions 
of said article fourteen of the treaty of eighteen hundred 

and thirty, and that the applications for their identification 
ag such should be refused, and it is so ordered.* 


You are further advised that the Commission has on this 
date forwarded the recordin this case to the Secretary of the 


Interior for review, and you will be informed in due time of such 
action as may be taken by him. 
Respectfully, 


Commissioner in Charge. 
Registered, 








MLC.R, S667 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, February 2A, 1903, 


John M. MoNeely, 
White Bead, Inddan Territéry. 

Dear Sirs 

You are hereby notified that en the 12th day of February, 
1903, the Secretary of the Interior affirmed the decision of this 
Commission refusing the applications for identification as Wissise 
sippi Choctaws of the several persons included in the consolidated 
ease of Mary J. Garrett, et @l., of which degision you were advised 
by registered mail on the 10th day of Ootober, 1902, 


Respectfuliiy, 
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For Identification as a Mississippi Choctaw, 
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MCR 5668 


DEPARTMENT OF THE pteP i, Sal 
COMMISSIQGN TO THE FIVR ¢ IZED TRIBES. 
Muskegee, Indian Territory, Bay 22,1902. 


Te Hee ame ee 4 


In the matter of the application of Yraness sergges fer identi- 
fieation of hénself and his three minor children, te, Lueia, 
and Ophelia Burgess, as Mississippi Chectaws. 


APPRARAWCE: Applicant represented by Andrew W. 
Jones, 


Said Frances Burgess, being first duly sworn, testified as 
follows: 


Examination by the Commission. 


What is your name? A_ Frances Burgeas. 

What 48 your age? A Porty-five, 

What is your post-office address? A Conway, Arkansas. 

How leng have you lived in Conway? A About 18 or 19 year s. 

Where were you bern? A In Mississippi. 

ma Jeng did you live thire Defore you left? A Twenty some 
years, 

And you went from there to Comway? A Yes, sir. 

Is your father living? A No, sir, 

Is your mother li A Wo, sir, 

What was your father's name? A Andersen Steveson. 

What was your mother's nane? A. Manoy. 

Prem which parent de you claim your bieod A From my father. 

How mach do you claim? A One-quarter. 

Has your father ever been rece as a Choctaw Indian or em 

rolled ag such either A tribal autherities er by the United 

States authorities in Indian Territory? A We, sir, 

Your father ejaimed half Chectaw blood? A Yes, sir. 

What was his other 7 A Negro, 

Your mother's bleod was what? A Negro. 

Was she a slave 4 Yes, sir, 

Hew did your father, who was one-half Choctaw, happen te be 

® Slave? A. His daddy was a white man; I den't kmow just how. 

ee ven, one proof of the marriage of your father and mother? 
@,; Bir, 

De yeu eel Where they were married? A In Monree County, Mis- 

What date? A I den’ know. I never trie@ to get the dae. 

Aré you marfied? A Yes, sir. 

Is your husband living? A No » sir, 


a 
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his blood? A white and necre’ 
was. eS / An OQ. 
What wag hi 4 Andersen burgess. 
ages ef your ¢hildren beginning with 
» age 14; Luoia, bey, age 14; Ophe- 


these children de yeu? A Yes, air. 
sen Burgess the father of these children? A Yes, sir. 
all levying with you at. yeur heme? A Yea, sib. 
ro Ore eee Maria datere you a @ach 
oe, sir. 2. 





Frances Burgess et.al. ------32, 


Q 
P 


Seo°o Df 


Is your name or the name ef ary ef your children en any ef the 
tribal rolls ef the Choctaw Nation? A Wo, sir. 

Have you ever made application for yourself? and children for 
Citizenship in the Chedtew nation to the Choctaw tribal anthor- 


 aties in Indian Territery? A Wo, sir. 


Have you ever made appl tion for @itisenship in the Choctaw na¢ 

‘Whildren befere the Dawes Comissien un- 
Congress ef June 10, 18967 A Wo, sir. 

Te this the first application you have made for citizenship for 

your ‘and children te any authority? A Yes, sir. 

rigs sls esha been enrelied as a citizen of the Choctaw Va tion? 

Ne, sir. 

ha a ever in the Indian Pas 4 before you cam down here 

te this application? A No, sir. 

You came from Arkmsas? A Yes, sir, 

You new want to make Spplication for yourself and children to 

be identified as Mississippi Choctaws @laiming under article 

14 of the treaty ef 18307 A Yes, sir. 

De you understand that article? A Yes, sir, 

Do you care to have it explained further? A No, sir, 

You think you understand it? A Yes, sir, 


It reads as follows: 
"Rach Choctaw head of a family, being desirous to remain 


and become a citizen of the States, shall be permitted to de 
#0 by Signifying his intention to the Agent within six menths 
of the ratification of this treaty, and he or she shell there 
upon be entitled te a reservation of one section ef six-hun- 
dred and forty acres ef land, to be bounded by sectional lines 
of survey; in like mamer shall be entitled te one-half that 
quantity for each child which is living with him ever ten 
years of age, and a quarter section to such child as may be 
under 10 years of age, to gin the location of the parent, 
If they reside upon said i » intending to become citizens 
ef the States, for five years after the ratifieation of this 
treaty, in that case a grant in fec simple shall issue. Said 
reservation shall include the present improvement of the head 
of the family, or a portion of it. Persons whe claim under 
this artiele shall not lose the privilege of a Choctaw citizen, 
but if they ever Femeve, are not te be entitled to any por- 
tien of the Chectaw annuity." 


What is the nam ef your ancestor through whom you claim the 
right te Mississippi Choctaw? A Through my grand-mother. 
What is your grand-mether's name? A Perline Stevesen. 

Did she live in Mississippi in 1830? A Yes, sir. 

ree ire Choctaw bleod did she have? A She elaimed te be a 
ful =-b ood. 
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ow was she at any time a slave? A Ne, sir, 
How de yeu know shé was net? A She said she was not. 
Did you know her? <A Yes, sir. I was small. 
Where did she live in Missiasippi? A In Monroe County, 
Your father lived there did he? A Yea, sir, 
Ané also your mother? A She lived there. and in Arkansas. 
How ola: would your grand-mether- be if now Living? A Somewhere 
near ° 
She wes prétty old when she died? A Yes, sir. 
De you remember in what year she died? A Ne, sir. 





Frances Burgess et.al. -------3, 


Did she have a Cheetaw Indian name? A Mo, sir. 

Do you knew if she spoke the Choctaw language? A She spoke 
some kind of language, but I don't know what kind. 

You don't speak or understand the Chectaw language? A Wo, sir. 
Did any of your ancestors own er claim any imprevements on lands 
in Mississippi and Alabama? A Wo, sir, 

Did any ef your ancestors .@wn.any fanas or claim any lands in 
Mississippi or Alabama under the treaty of 16307 A Ne, sir. 
Did any ef your ancagtors within six months after the ratifiea- 
tion of the treaty ef, 1830 ge te Col. Ward, the agent, and tell 
him they intended to stay in Mississippi and take lands there 
and becom@ citizens of the States? A TI don’t know sir. 

Did any of them go from the 014 Choctaw mation to the new Chectaw 
nation in Indian Territory with the other Indians between the 
years 1833 and 18387 A I don't Imow, 


In the year 1637, under an act of Congress, approved 
March 3rd, of that year, atid alse in 1842, under an act approved 
August 23rd of that year, commissions were appeinted who went 
te Mississippi to hear claims ef Indians whese land hed been 


seld by the government, The reason why these commissions were 

appointed was because of the complaints of a great many Choctaw 
Indians who said that ‘they had went to Col. Ward, the agent, 

within six months of the ratification of the treaty of 1830, and 


tried to register their names under agticle 14 of the treaty, 

but Ward refused or neglected to put their names on the regis- 
ter, As a result of his neglect a great many of these Indians 
had. their improvements taken from them and sold, 


Did any of your ancestors go before either of these two cemmis- 
sions and claim benefits? A I don't Imo. 

Did any ef your ancestors receive any scrip from the government 
which scrip was issued to Choctaw Indians whe net enly proved 
their olaim under article fourteen, but alse proved that they 
had held lands in the old Choctaw nation which were taken from 
them and sold? A I don't Imew. 

Have you any relatives er kin folks whe have been before this 
Commission to be identified as Mississippi Choc taws? A Not 
that I know of. 

Do you speak the Choctaw language? A No, sir, 

Have you any further evidence you wish to intreduce in mppoert 
of your application? A No, sir. 

Do yeu care for any additional time? A Yes, sir, 


Thirty days time is allowed this applicant te offer eth- 
er proof in support of her clain. 


Applicant has the appearance and physical characteristics 
of being descended from negro parentage. She dees net speak 
' oteten. r Bes As tale O Wan LArieua ri Py wid ‘ : cr wiedge ort 
any compliance en the part of her ancestors with the previs- 
fiona of article fourteen ef the treaty ef 1830, She claims 
one-fourth Choctaw bloed. The Comission is mable te see 
in her personal appearance any traces ef Choctaw bloed, 
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Tt alee sppears that the principal applicants were bork 
of a slave mother prier to the Meanotpation Proclamation and were 
themselves slaves, and that the other applicants ere their limenl © 
deseendants, and £t does net appear from the Fesords in the possen+ 
sion Of the Commission that any one of the applicants has ever, been 
enrolled ty the Gheetaw tritel authorities as a member of the 
Choctaw tribe, or admitted to Choetaw oitisenship by a duly con- 
stituted court or committee of the Choctaw Wation, or by the Cen- 
mission to the Five Civilized Tribes, or by a destes of. the Unites 
States Court in Indian Territery, tnder the provisions of the Aot 
of Congress approved June 10, 1896(29 Stats. BR)y 

Z4 ie the opinion of this Commission tiat thder the pre-e 
vision of law above quoted no freeaman is ent’ tled to identification 
as a Winsiseipps Choctaw, wid that the applications of Tranees 
Burgess, Lillie Burgess, Luota Burgess, Ophelia Burgess, Tom Wy 
Stevescn, James Steveson, Renry Steveson, Daniel Steveson, Minnie 
Steveson and Willie Anna Steveson ar such should, therefore, he 
refused, and it is se ordered. 

COMMISSION TO THE PIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES 


. B. 7 “Aga am 
Comal asloner 


CF Breckinridns 





Muskogee, Indian territory 





COPyy" a ste 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, November 29, 1902. 


Mansfield, McMurray & Cornish; 
attorneys for the Ghoctav-and Chickasaw Nations. 
South MeAlester, Indian Territory. 

Gentlemen: 

You are hereby advised that on the 29th day of 
November, 1902, the Commission to the Five Civilised Tribes ren- 
dered a decision in the consolidated case of Frances Burgess, et 
al., embracing the follewing applications for identification as 
Mississippi Chootaws: 

Frances Burgess, et al., MCR $668 

John W. Steveson, et al., MOR 5669 

These applications were made under the provigion of the 
act of Congress of June 28, 1898 (50 Btate., 495). 

‘Said degision congludes as follows: 

It is the opinion of this Comniseion that under the 
provision of law above quoted to freedman is entitled to identi- 
fieation as = Mississippi Chodtaw, and that the applications of 
¥rahees Burgess, Lillie Bergess, Lucia Burgess, Ophelia Burgess, 
John W. Steveson, James Steveson Henry Steveson, Daniel Bteveson,. 
Minnie Steveeoh and Willie! Atma Steveson as such should, there- 
fore, be refused, it is so ordered”. 


You are further advised that the applicasts herein ha ve 





been sliowed fifteen days from the date hereof within whi oh to 
file arguments in this office, and: that at the expiration of anna’ 


, 4s , 





time the papers in the case, ‘together with such sdhan rund wild 


be Porwardes for réview tothe Becretary. oF the Interior r through 
bist io-ewatpeictaued of bhane sige Affaires, | 


Tare Gy aAgnn a 
ale 


be be ster! Sel Now . 


Aoting Chairman, 
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Muskogee, Indian Territory, November,.29, 1902. 


A.V, Jones, Agent, © 

Muskogee, Indian Territory. 
Dear Sir: 

You are hereby advised that om the 29th day of November, 
1902, the Commission to the Five Givilised Tribes rendered a desi- 
sion in the consolidated case of Frances Burgess, et al.,. embrac- 
ing the following applications for {dentification ag Mississippi 
Chootaws: 

Frances Burgess, et al., MC R 5668 

Joun VW. Stevesgon, et.al. ; MC R 6669 

These applications were made under the provision of the 
act of Congress of June 26, 1698 (50 Stats., 495), whieh is as 
follows: : 
‘. até Comuiaeion shall lave authority to determine the 
identity of Choctaw Indians claiming rights in the Cheotaw 
iands under artiole fourteen of the treaty between the United 
States and. the Choctaw Bation concluded September twenty~- 
seventh stuns hundred and.thirty, and to'thet end may ad~ 
minister Caths , ezahine witnesses and M aig bier other acts 


necessary thereto and make report to the Secretary the 
Interior a 


Said dectaion concludes as follows: 

MER the opinion.» & Go nt ae ee hi 
Provision of law above quoted: no edmanh is entitled te tdenti- 
fication a¢\a Mississippi Choctaw, and that the applieations of 
Frances Burgess, Idllie Burgess, tueie Burgess, Ophelia Burge a, 


Ri 
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John ¥. Stevegon, James Stevesen, Henry Bteveson, Danie) Steve- 
son, Minnie Steveson and Wiliie Anna Steveson es’ such’ should, 
therefore, be refused; and it is a9 orderea”, : 

You are further advised that sie 423 be. sllowed f4f teen. 
Gays from the date hereof, within which to file arguments in this“ 
offies, and that at the expiration of said time the papers in the 
case, together with such arguments, will be forwarded for review 
to the Seeretary of the Interter through the Comnissioner of 
Indian Affairs. 


Respectfully, 


Boy Ep 2» 


Tams Bixoy. 
Acting Chairman.‘ 


Registered. 
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COPY. 
Muskogee, Indian Territory, November 29, 1902, 


» Frances: Burgess, 

Conway, Arkansas, 
Déar Madam: 

You are hereby advised that'‘on' the 29th day of November, 
1902, the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes rendered a deci« 
sion in the consolidated case of Frances Burgess, et.al., embrac- 
ing the ‘following applications for identification as Mississippi 
Choctaws: 

Frances Burgess, et al., MCR 5668 

John W. Steveson, et al., MC R 5669 

Thése ‘applications were made under the provision .of the 

act of Congress of June: 28, 1898 (30 Stat#., 496), which is as 
follows: 

"Said: Commission shall have. authority to determine the 
identity of Choctaw Indians claiming rights in the Choctaw 
lends under artiole fourteen of the treaty between the United 
States and the Choctaw Nation conciumed September twenty= 
seventh, eighteen hundred: and thirty, and.'to that end may ad- 
minister oaths, examine witnesses and perform all other acts 
necéssary thereto, and make report. to the’ Seoretary of the 
Interior”, , 

Said decision conéludes: as. followe?® 

"It ts the opinion of this Commissdon that wider the 

provision of law above quoted no freédman is entitied to identi- 
: ee xy ano =e oe 


Frances Burgess , Lilite Bubgdbe, Lucia Bargess, Ophelia Burgess, 





on, Dantel Steve- 
as such should ; 


days trem the date hereof Wenia whi sh to file arguments in ‘this 
office, and that at the expiration of ‘aid time the papers in. the 
Gase, together with such arguments, will ‘be forwarded for review to 


the Secretary of the Interior through the Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs. 
Respectfully, 
Sey. 
A om ly cby. 


ee 


Acting Chairman. 


ie Lo. 


Registered, 








Muskéeee, Indian Territory, December 36, 1902. 


The Honorable, 
‘ The Secretary af the Interior. 
Sir: 

There is transmitted herewith the record in the consolidated | 
@ase of Frances Burgess, et al., applicants to the Commission for 
4d@entification as Mississippi Choetaws, including the debdéion of 
the Commission of November 29, 1902. 

The above oonsolidated oase embraces the following original 
applications for idegtifioation as Mississippi Choctaws, heard by 
the Commission: 


Frances Burgess, et al., M.C.R. 5668 
John W. Steveron, et al., M.C.R. 5669 


The Commission has the honor to report that the principal ep- 
plicants in the several esparate applications, their agent, and the 
attorneys for the Chootaw and Chickasaw Nations have been duly 
advised by letter of the’action of the Commission, copies of said 
letters being attached to the record. 

Respectfully, 


@IGRED 





Acting Chairnan. 
Through the 


pe ap vie gel of yesyahe AgSeire.» 





A 4a938-1902 copy... 
Department of, the Interior, 
Office of Indian Territory, 
Washington, February 6, 1903. 


The Honorable, 

The Sedretary of the Interior. 
Sirk, 

There is transmitted herewith the record of the Commission to 
the Five Civilized Tribes in the matter of the application for 


identification as Mississippi Chootaws of Frances Burgess, for her- 


self and three children, Lillie, Lucia and Ophelgd Buegess, ana ii 


Stevenson for himself and his five children, James, Henry, Daniel, 
Winnie and Willie Anna Steveson, wherein a decision adverse to the 
claimants wae rendered by the Commission November 29, 1902, 

It appears from the evidente in this case that the applicants 
base their claims .to ident $fication by reason of being descendants 
ef one Perline Steveson, who, it is alleged was a citizen of the 
Choctaw Nation ist Mississippi or Alabama in 1830. 

The Commission make its d@cision rejecting these parties for 
the reason that sige Of the opiniof that no freedman is entitled to 
identification as a Missiseippi Choctaw. 


The office recommends that the decision of the Commission re~- 





soting thease p S806 approved but for the reason that the name 
of Perdine Stereson does mot appear asupon the records of the, PEt ive Fe 
has. iaivaiagge ¢cisp lied or attempted to comply with the proviedone: da 
the 144k article of the ‘$reaty of 1630.. 
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D.C. 8617 copy 12932 
DEPARTMENT. OF THE INTERIOR. 


WAEBHINGTON Yebruary 24, 1903. 
ITD. 1862-1903. 


LES 

Conmission to the Five Civilized Tribes, 
Muskogee, I.T. 

Gentlemen: 

December 15, 1902, you transmitted the consolidated case 
embracing the applications for identification as Mississippi. Choctaws 
of Frances Burgess and her minor children, Lillie, Lucia and Ophelia 
Burgess; and of John W. Steveson and his minor children,James, Henry 
Daniel, Mingie and Willie Anna Steveson. By decision of November 20, 
1902, you denied the applications. 

The applicants eolaim rights under article 14 of the treaty 
of September 27, 1830, by reason of being descendants of Perline 


Steveson. 


You found that the principal applicants were born of slave 


mothers and were themselves Slaves, and you held that no freedman is 
entitigda to identification as a Mississippi Choctaw. 

Reporting February 6, 1903, the Acting Oommissioner of 
Indian Affairs recommends that your decision be approved, because 
the name of Perline Steveson is not among the names of Bbhose who com- 
plied or attempted to comply with said artiole 14. 

The Department affirms your decision. 





Respectfully, 


4 T pps RYAN. 


1 inclosure. Acting Beoretary. 





Cop - 
eh M.C.R. 6668 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, Maroh 9, 1903. 


Vrances Burgess, 
: Conway, Arkansas. 
Dear Madan: 

You are hereby notified that on the 24th day of Vebruary, 
1903, the secretary of the Interior affirmed the decision of this 
Commission refusing the applications for identification as Missis- 
Bippi Chootaws of the several persons inoluded in the consolidated 


case of Frances Burgess, et al., of which decision you were advised 


by registered mail on the 29th day of November, 1902. 


Respeotfully, 








K.GeRe 5668 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, Maroh 9, 1903, 


Mansfield, wowurray & Cornish, 
Attorneys for the @Ghoctaw and Ghickasaw Nations, 


South MeAlester, Indian Territory. 
Gentlemen: 


You are hereby notified that on the 24th day of February, 


1903, the Secretary of the Interior affirmed the decision of this 
Commission refusing the applications for identification as Missis~ 
Sippi Choctaws of the several persons included in the consolidated 
case of Frances Burgess, et al., of which deoision you were advised 
by mail on the 29th day of Wovember, 1902. 

Respectfully, 








COPY. M.C.R. 8668 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, March 9, 1905. 


AeW. Jones, 
Agent, 

‘wankbgée, Inétan territory. 
Dear Sir: 

You are hereby notified that on the 24th day of February, 
1903, the Secretary of the Interior affirmed the decision of this 
Commission refusing the applications for identification as Missis- 
sippi Choctaws of the several persons included in the oonsolidated 


case of Frances Burgess, et al., of which decision you were advised 


by registered mail on the 29th day of November, 1902. 


Respectfully, 








' eS Lilian 
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MCR 8869 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
COMMISSION TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES. 
Muskogee, Indian Territory,May 22,1902, 


In the matter ef the application ef John VW. Stevesen for iden- 
tification of himself and his five minor children, James, Henry, 
Daniel, Minnie, and Willie Anna Steveson, as Mississippi Choctaws, 


APPEARANCE: Applicant represented by Andrew W. 
Jenes, 


Said John W. Steyeson,being first duly sworn, testified as 
follows: 


Rxamination by the Conmiasien, 


What ia your name? A John W. Steveson. 

What is your age? A Forty. 

What is your post office addreasf A Conway, Arkansas. 

How long have you liye in Conway? A About 19 years. 

=e 4id you Tive before that? A In Monroe County, Mississip- 
pi, 

Did you go from there-te.Cenway? A Yes, sir. 

Is your father living? A Wo, sir. 

is your mother living? .A MNo, sir. 

What was your father's name? hk Andersen Stoveson. 

What was your mother's name? A Nancy Steveson,. 

Threugh which parent de you claim Chectaw blood? A My father. 
How much do yeu claim? A One-fourth. 

Was your father ever enrelled or recognized in any way as a 
Choctaw Indian either by the Choctaw tribal authekities er by 
the United States authorities in Indian Territery? A No, sir. 
Have you the proof of your father sndmother's marriage? A Wo, 
sir, I doen't know whether they have my proof. It was away 
back in slavery times, There is no reeord of it, 

Your father and mother were both Bleves? A Yes, sir. 

Were they slaves owned by the sate mn? A Wo, sir, 

They were owned by different men? A Yes, sir. 

You were born during the élav period? A Yes, sir. 

Were you taken then by your fa r or your mother? A TI stayed 
with my mother, 

i were quite smal} at the time ef the emancipation? A Yes, 
sir, 

eee you mean by the expression "Jumping broom” as referring 
C) t Bar TA. ‘ “. y Lnat ‘ 1 . 
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Galled it in slavery times. 
much Chectaw blood did your father have? A One-half. 
his other bleed? 


PLLLPLODDLDH 





John. Wy Steveson ¢t.al, 
& 


Give we the: s8. and ages of your children undar the age ef 
twenhy-ene- and anearried, beginning with the oldest? A. Tames, 
bey, : Rede: bs bt 3S boy, age 12; Daniel, boy, age 10; Wiinie, 

ri fad Anna, girl, ace 1, 


fa abael 
» Xs Ardellar, your wifes, the mother of these children? A Yes, 


sir, 
Were either you er your wife married before you married ead 
other? “A No, sir, 

Have, yeu any proof ef the marriage of yourself and wife with your 
A Yes} sir, 


A eertified copy of the marriage of J. W. Steveson and 
Mise Ard¢ll Basteraced presented by applicant, is filed and 
marked "Exhibit A,* and is made a part of the records of this 
onee. 


Is J, W. Steveson in this copy of certificate your name? A Yes, 
gir, 

And this Miss Ardell, is that the same as the name of your wife, 
ard the seme person who you named as Ardellar? A Yes, sir, 
Ie your nam or the neame.of any your children en any ef the Chec- 
taw tribal rells in Indian Territery?. A Ne, sir. 

Have.you evér made applicatien for oité @nip te ‘the tribal 
authorities of the Choctaw Nation?,: A ». @ir. 
Have you ever made application for éitizenship te the Dawes 
Commission under aet of Congress of June 10, 18967 A Wo, sir. 
De you'now come before the Commission to be identified as a 
Mississippi Chectaw, claiming under article fourteen of the 
treaty of 18307. A Yes, sir, 

You have never been enrollied as a member of the Chectaw tribe, 
either by the tribal authorities of the Choc taw Natien or. the 
United States authorities of the Indian Territory? A W6,sir. 
And you never made any application previous te this? A Wo,sir, 
You never was in the Territory before? A Wo, sir. 
~ you understand artiole fourteen ef the treaty of 1830? A 

es, sir. 
Bo you care to have it explained? A No, sir. 


It reads as follows: 


“Hach Choctaw head of a family, being desirous to remgn 
and become a citizen of the States, shall be permitged te do 
so by wignifying his intentien te the Agent within six nths 
of the ratifientien of the treaty, and he or she shail re- 
upon be entitled to @ reservation of one section of six-hun- 
dred and forty acres of land, te be bounded by sectiozual lines 
of survey; in like manner shall be entitled te one=hajf that 
Qiautity for each child which is living with him over ten 
years of ge, and « quarter section te such chili my 

‘ he ; : © adjein tb ocation ef the parent. 





If they reside upon sala lands, intending te eh re citizens 
of the states, for five years after the ratification ef this 
treaty, in that case a grant in fee Simple shal) issue, 
reservation ineludes the present rhage of the head of. 
the family, or © pertion of i+, reons whe ¢laim under ony 
article shall net lose the privilege of a Chootew ¢itizen, bu 
if they ever remove, are not to be entitled to any pertien ef 
‘the Choctaw anki ty." 





John VW. Stevessn et.al, -----og, 


You sr hare tf that ) re “ 
imew ‘your | oo 
or. with the pruvisions of that arti¢le?f A I Pigs 
% 28 She nam oF ee aneester through whem yeu ela iu your 
it Rar 


19 @ 7.A OR, 
, A. mother? A. pir. . 
Hew guth Ghootaw biecd aid she chalet A She elaimed te be 
a: a ey ‘i 
: in 18307 A Yes, sir, 
with her then in Mississippi? A 


g 
2 
8 nil 
Q Im ether verds she was the head of a family in the 014 Chee taw 
Nation in 18307 A Yes, sir, 
Q Did you know her or ever sew her? A Yes, sir. 
In Mississippi. 
: 4 About twenty-one ars ago. 
OG years old now if living? A Yes, sir, 
@ ther gia’ meow a "ieee tar bel ? A 
e e ge er ne 

What kind she ee} some kind I could not uiderstant 
Q English language? A She could not talk 
: 


any times? A Wot that I imew ef, 
A Yes, sir, 
you happen te see her and hew eften aid yeu 
She lived with us after her husband died after the 


Did she speak Choctaw all the time? A She spoke seme curious 


Wo, sir. 
out Chectaw? 


ge from the eld Choctaw nation 
suippi and Alabamm te the new Chectaw natien in Indian 
Territery with the ether Indians between the years ef 1833 and 
A Wot that I imow ef. 
Did any of your ancestors within six months after the ratifi- 
cation ef the treaty ef 1830 go to the Agent, Cel. Ward, and 
tell him that they intended to stay in Mississippi, take lant 
oy rye Pp mnigs Citizens ef the grea A Wo, ~<a 
Did any your ancesters, te yeur 6 own or s any 
land in Missigei ppi and hiabams under Artiode 14 of the treaty 
eof 18307 A. Mo, sir. 


The Gheetew Indians who stayed back there in the eld na- 
tien were required, if they wanted te take advantage ef the 
treaty previsions, te ce te Gel, Ward within six months after 
the ratifiention thereef, and toll him that they wanted ts atay 
there, te take lands and becens citizens ef the States, A 
great many of the Indians di: 3 : ar 

ile put on the 3 and his failure te de se caused 
Indians whe had lands in the old nation te lose then. This 
Caused numerous sometntte te be made, and by an act ef Cen- 


as "aves S, 1837, a Commission was inted te 
te Midalesdyrt: snvestigale these Claims, ana in 1842 pad 
other S8ien was appe ted fer the same purpose under 


Sot of Congress approved August 23, ef that year, These Com- 








ey VW. Btrveson et.al, --<«~+4, 


‘fel sions went to miiet ents and heard claims under Artiere 
Fourteen of the tPeaty of 1880, 


Q Be’you know if any of your.ancestors went before either éf these 
Commissions and Claimed benefits under that article? A Ko,sir, 


According +0 ‘act of tg pag approved August 23rd, 1842, 
if any Choctaw Indian proved his claim under a rticle fourtedén 
and if it also further appeared that hé had held lands in the 
old Choctaw nation which the government had taken frem him. he 

ot land in either of the states of 
Mississippi, Alabama, Louisiana or Arkansas, and that a cer- 
tificate would be given him, 


Bid any of your ancesters receive any serip from the government 
a8 Choctaw Indians which would entitle them to select land in 

any of the states namd? A No, sir, 

Wheat relation is Frances Burgess to you? A Sister. 

Do you wish to have her case considered tegether with yeurs? A 
Yes, sir, 

Do you speak or understand Choctaw? A We, sir, 

Have you any further evidence Which you wish to introduee in sup 
port of this claim? A Yes, sir, ' 


Affidavit of Carline Perry, presented by applicant, re- 
ceived and filed as Rrhibit 3B and made part of the reeord of 
this cage, 

Affidavit of Tate Sulivan, presented by p pliecant’, re- 
ceived and filed as Exhibit ¢, 

Affidavit of Sarah Vesar, presented by applicant, marked 
Exhibit D, and made part of the reoord in this oase, 


Do you want time to furnish any other proof? . A Yes, sir. 


Thirty days time allowed this applfeant to furnish any 
other evidence he desires in Support ef this claim, 


Examination by Attorney. 


Why did you not bring these witnesses before the Commissien in 
person? A They were not able, 

Did you know your grand-mother Perline Steveson? A Yes, sir, 
Ves she married te your grand-father? A Yes, sir, 

Did she go with him to his home and live with him after they 
were married? A Yes, sir, 

Stie went and lived with him, that is, your grand-father, and 
that 18 why yeu all come to be slaves? A She lived there and 
cooked for all the white folks and he stayed there. 

Was she a slave A We, sir. 





: t-airdo a4. La > o Ehe mi A She was 

not 2 slave, 

How did your father become a Slave? A His father's master took 

him and sold him, 

His mother was a free woman and a Chectaw Indian? A Yew, air, 

Give the Cemmissien the namen of your sisters? A Freaces 

gese, Sinia Davis, and. Susan Davie, all of. Conway, Arkansas. 

De you know the Mames of Frances Burges@* children who are ever 
A Jes#phiine Triplett, Alax Burgess and Jeffe Sen Burgess, 
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Muskogee ,Indiant Territory, November. 29, 1902. 


John W. Steveson, 
Conway, Arkansas. 
Dear Bir: 
You are hereby advised that on the 29th day of Fovember, 
1902, the Commission to the Five Civilised Tribes rendered a deoi- 
sion in the sonsolidated case of Frances Burgess, et al., embrac- 
ing the following applications for identification as Mississippi 
Chootaws: 
Frances Burgess, et al., MC R 5668 
John V. Steveson, et al., MCR 6669 
These applivations were made. under the provision of the 
act of Congress of June 26, 1898 (30 State., 496), which is as 
follows: Sites" es 
*said Comission shall dave authority to determine the 
idedtity of Choctaw Indiane Slaiming rights in the Uhootae 
lands unger article fourteen of the treaty between, the United 
States dnd: the Choctaw Nation vonoluded September twenty- 
seventh, eighteen hundred and ‘thirty, and to that end may ad- 
wetister oaths, examing witnesses; and perform all other acts 
 pesesenry thereto and ake raport to: the Seoretary of the 
Intertior®, 


Said deoision comoludés as follows: 





"It ia the opinion ‘df | $ Commission that under the 
; prevesion of ig Per ssoe moted> no £3 yi Xa ht Me Plad coho 
cation ase Mississippi. . Lications ¢ 
Frances Burgess , Tildis rgend, im Rargese, Ophelia Borges, 





John WW. Steveson, James Steveson, Henry Steveson, Daniel Steve- 
son, Minnie Steveson and Willie Anna Steveson as * such should, 
therefore, be refused, and tt is so ordered". 


You are further advised that you will be allowed fifteen 


ae, Salt trem: the date mbteor within whioh bes mate ereunente in thie: 0% 
pe offiee, and ‘that at the Weta tide of. ‘eadd “tame the papers in che’ 


oan, together with buok arguments, wild be ‘forwarded for review 


£0 the Seoretary of the. Interior throng the Commi sei oner of 


Andten Affairs. 
Respectfully, 


Bie. 
Mer, 


=, & 
Gf tay i} <- PY raley ke] 
Oe Ad A ee oe ee 


Aoting Chairman. 








M.C.R. 6669 
JOPy. 


Muskogee, Indian Territory § wareh 9, 1903. 


John W. Steveson, 


Conway, Ariansas. 


; Dear Sir: ate oe IGE oh we 


You are hereby notified that on the 24th day of February, 
1903, the Secretary of the Interior affirmed the decision of this 
Commission refusing the applications for identifioation as Miesis- 
Sippi Chootaws of the several persons included in the consolidated 
Case of Frances Burgess, et al., of whioh decision you were advised 
by registered madi on the 29th day of November, 1902. 


Respectfully, 


we 


Chairman. 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
COMMISSION TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES. 


In the matter of the application of ) 

M.C.R. #6508, C.C. Hanks, and the ) 

cases consolidated therewith,. for ) APPLICATION FOR AN 
Identification as Mississippi choctaws, ) 

claiming through John Harper. ) 


EXTENSION OF TIMZ. 
TO THE HONORABLE COMMISSION TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES: 

Comes now Thomas & Harrison, Attorneys of record for (¢.C. 
Hanks, claimant aforesaid, and those claimants represented by 
Thomas & Harrison whose cases are consolidated with the case of the 
said C.cC. Hanks and respectfully represent that although they have 
persistently endeavored within the last thirty days to secure such 
proof in support of said claims as they had been informed and 
believed could be secured, they have not been, nor will they be, 
able to secursall the proof, which they know to be available, 
within the time allowed. The claimants represented herein are 
numerous and reside in different states, and for this reason 
petitioners have been unable within the time allowed to secure 
proof of the record of the marriages of many of said claimants. 


Your petitioners would further represent that they have 


recently learned of the whereabouts of Hardy D. Sparks, who resides 


in Wolfe County, Kentucky, aged 82 years; also Peter Manley, who 
lives at Owingsville, Kentucky, aged 89 years, and Katie Fletcher, 
who resides in Montgomery County, Kentucky, aged 86 years; that the 


testimony of these wi nesses nateria O he r he o 3 of asa a 





claimants; that each of them knew. John Harper and his wife and 


their children, and if present would not only so testify but would 





give material testimony relative to a compliance or an attempt by 
John Harper to comply with the 14th. Article of the Treaty of 1830. 
Your petitioners would further represent that they nave 
also learned of the whereabouts of Charles Craig, who resides at 
Izora, Texas, whom John R. Thomas, Esaq., of the said firm of Thomas 
& Harrison, has recently interviewed at his home in Texas, relative 
to his Knowledge of John Harper, the ancestor through whom ¢.¢. 
Hanks, et al, claim their Choctaw blood; that the testimony of the 
said witness Craig is material to the interests of these claimants. 
That petitioners have been for several days preparing 
interrogatories for the purpose of having the depositions of these 
witnesses taken to be read as evidence in these cases, but they 


find that it will be impossible to conclude the preparation of the 


affidavits, applications and interrogatories within the time allowed 


therefore they ask for an extension of thirty days. for the purpose 
of making the proper and necessary application for commissions 


to take the testimony they will be able to procure within that time. 


Respectfully submitted. 
(Signed) THOMAS & HARRISON, 


Attorneys for Claimants. 








DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
COMMISSION TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES. 
In the matter of the application of ) 
M. C. R. #6508, C. 0. Hanks, and the ) 
oases consolidated therewith, for ) APPLICATDON FOR AN EXTENSION 
) 
) 


Identification as Mississippi Chocters, 
claining through John Harper. 


OF TIME, 
TO THE HONORABLE COMM{SSION 1 THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES: 

Comes now Thomas & Harvison, Attorney of record for C. G, Hanks, 
claimant aforesaid, and those claimants represented by Thomas & Her ison whose 
cases ere consolidated with the case of the said C. C. Hanks and respectfully 
represent that although they have persistently endeavored within the last 
thirty days to seoure sich proof in support of said claims as they had 
been informed and believed could be secured, they have not been, nor will 
they be, able to secure all the proof, which they know go be available within 
the time ellowed. The claimants represented herein are numerous and reside 
in different states, and for this reason petitioners have been unable within 
the time allowed to secure proof of the record of the marriages of many of 
said claimants. 

Your petitioners would further represent that they have recently 
learned of the whereabouts of Hardy D. Sparks, who resides in Wolfe Gunty, 
Kentucky, aged 82 years; also Peter Manley, who lives at Owingsville, 
Kentucky, sged 89 years, and Katie Fletcher, who resides in Montgomery 
County, Kentucky, aged 86 years; that the testimony of these wi tes es 
is material to tho interests of said claimanfs; that each of them knew 


John Harper and his wife and ‘their children, and if present would not only 





Bo testify by +a -S2¥e materia: testino SLavive to a couplianse ar an 


attempt by John Harper to comply with the l4th. Article of the Treaty of 


1830. 


Your petitioners would further represent that they have also 





learned of the whereabouts of Charles Craig, who resides at Izora, Texas, 
whom John R. Thomas, &sq., of the said firm of fhomas & Harrison, has 
recently interviewed at his home in Texas, relative to his knowledge of 
John Herper, the ancestor through whom ©. C. Hanks, et al, elaim their indien- 
Choctaw blood; thet the testimony of the said witness Craig is material 
to the interests of these claimants. 
That petitioners have been for several days preparing. interrogatories 


for the purpose of having the depositions of these witnesses taken to be read 


as evidence in these cases, but they find that it will be imppssible to 


conciude the preparation of the affidavits, applications and interrogatories 
within the time allowed, therefore they ask for an extension of thirty days 
for the purpose of making the proper and necessery application for comissions 


to take the testimony they will be able to prooure within that time. 


Respectfully submitted. 


on CK, GAA TION 





Attorneys for Cldinants. 























DEPARTINNT OF THE IVTRRTOR, 
COMMISSION 70 THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES, 


In the matter ef the application of Jasper Chaubers, ot 
Ble, for Adentification as Miasiseippi Ghectaws, ¢onselidating the 
applications of 
Jeaeper Ghanbers MeGeRy 5670 


viltien’ comets ute, 8800 


> Chambers, et el,, 8526 
yeh = ete, at Bas, 8527 
Vaney. ae yore] wes Fe © adi 
George a Chante e 
Andrew 34 Chambers, ip itt ‘bore 
Sempeon D. Chambers: 8526 
Banjemin f Chambord, ot als, 8846 
Martha As H, Chambers, et ai., $673 


Ne ee ee me ee 


Seated 


List of:papers forwarded to the Secretary of the Interior, compris- 
in® the record in the case of Jasper Chambers, et al. ; "M.C.R.5670. 


Page. 
Origénad appiivation of Sasper ¢ » the Dawes Come 





EE fic Raaal 


plication attr Be cai, al, 0 hogy 


a ie Se ei ee et i 





Sted bene 


Original. fem of Willian ¢ et al 
the Ganeit Eeucborton for idausstecation as" EsSetenifes” 
et ed 


camel sper teution William ¥, Chambers, et al., te 
s@ion for identification as Eiesissipps 
pwns liege agai aa pear tapty a apnry S 


Certified of marriage record between V-« Fe Chambers 
and Wise McKinzsie, a@ee # @& 


Certificate of We. B, Ailen, Clerk of County Court ef More 
= County, Kentucky, certifying that the recordg of that 
Seer Taeles tae t Chasibers and Elizabeth Spencer 

marrheag the 15¢h eof March, 1852, --+«--<+-e+- + 


Lane lle te ong ef Joel B, Chambers, et al,, te the 
Dawes Co fon for identification as vlesiseippt Chece 


ee i di 


Certified eepy of mrriage record between J, By Chambers 
and Misa Z, Be eG, 


Original J, MoKimeie, et al,, to th 
Dawes C 4 ntirication as Mississipps 


«nea @& © @ eee ee *© Ge we wm ee ee ee ee hl eh ho 


Certified Seer oF moretens yeneed besyous Je Vo Menai 


ani Maney Jane BE PPR PA BB A OR a OS  & 


Original application ef George WV. Chambers, et als, 
the Dawe Ceoamhesion fer identification as fiscsesiges” 
Cheetam§, © * - ee - we ewer ener ene eee eer ew eee 


Certified copy of marriage record between G, W. Chambers 
aud Mies Dosia Bernhili, 


inal application of Andrew 7, Cuaubers, et alr, to the 
ien fer identification as Mississippi Choce 


Certified copy of marriage record between A. J, Chambers 
and Miss Minnie B, Uptem, = - = ----** +--+ 


Original Lisation ef Sampson D, Chambers, et al., te 
the Daves Gomniaeion for identification as Hisstesippi 


eae 7rlcemlUCcer eh! 
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Original application of Benjauin B, Chesbers, et al. 
the Daven Comission £ for identification as Pes Bo] Pla 


en Se ee eo eee -* 2 2 © &© @ ee 


Certified copy of marriage recerd vetween B, By Chambers 


amd 8. B, Mamend, e - +e - ee ee ee er eee Ke HO 
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COMMISSION TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES. 
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In the matter of the application of Jasper Chambers, et al., 
for identification as Mississippi Choctaws, consolidating the ap- 


plications of: 


ad 


Jasper Chambers, 

Alvan B. Chambers, et al., 
William C. Chambers, et al., 
William F. Chambers, et al., 
Joel B.Chambers, et al., 
Nancy J..McKinzie, et al., 
George W. Chambers, et al., 
Andrew J. Chambers, et al., 
Sampson D. Chamber's, et al., 
Benjamin E, Chambers, ct al., 
Martha A. @. Chambers, et al., 
Margaret Cochran, 

John Henry Drake, 

John Jenry Drake, et al., 

Ira Drake, et al., 

Alexander Drake, 

Nannie J. Rogers, 

Grover C. Drake, et al., 
Sallie. Ann Duff, et al., 
Thomas N. Duff, 

Henry 8. Duff, et al., 
Margaret Reasor, et al., 

Laura Yooum, et al., 

Charles E. Duff, et al., 

Henry Bruce Duff, 

Samuel. B. Duff, 

Leonie B, Reasor, 

winks: Wade, 

Aldoe D. Horton, et al., 

John Wade, et al., 

Daniel Boone Wade, et al., 
Leonidas Wade, 

Lida ‘Gowgili, 

Nancy J. Bowman, 

Margaret Bowman, 

Matt. Bowman, ‘ 
Ligsie ‘Tawson, et al., J M.C.R.. 
Cora: Lawson, et a2, 
Dructlia Duff, et al., 
Margaret Creech, et al., M.C oR. 
wil iam By Evans, et al., M.C.R, 
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Millie Ann Ledford, et al., 
Lydia A. Barnes, et &l.; 
Charles BE, Ledford, et al., 
¥aeiding Menke, 

Kj WV, Hanke, et ali, 
Andrew: datksou Hanké; ‘et alias 
Nannie Ingram, ¢t al., 
Bettie Rogers, et al., 
Olivia Satterfield, ‘et al., 
Mary FE. Wills, et al., 
Vina EB. Downs, et al., 
William H. Reynolds, et al., 
Greén Reynolds, et al., 
Sarah B.Denonis, et al., 
George Downs, 

William J. Hanks, et al., 
John W. Lewis, et al., 
lydia Spencer, et al., 
James H. Hanks, et al., 
Grant Hanks, 

John W. Hanks, et al., 
Mary A. Hanks, 

Lura Faulkner, et al., 
Albert Lewis, 

MeDonel Lewis, et al., 
Fielden Brown, et al., 
Henry“Hanke, et al., 
MilZigson MoIlvane, et al., 
Leander M. Brown, et al., 
Judith Wills, 

Mary E. Brown, et al., 
Thomas L. Brown, et al., 
Zearilda Day, et al., 

James Sally, et al., 
Jagkson Salley, 

Juda Salley, et al., 
William L. Day, et al., 
James S. Day, 

Robert B. Day, 

Minnie Leigh Horton, et al., 


‘Ada Kash, et al., ; 
eats rah Blizapesn Faulkner, et al., 


' Cox, et al., 

Ryld@ May Horton, 

Rutha Wills, 

Fielden Cox, et al., 
eM@rinie Alice Creeoh, et al., 
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Lawson, et al., 
n¢ » Ot al, M.C.R, 
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Wick Landrum, et al., 
Nanoy J. Landrum, 

John Cox, 

William Hanks, et al., 
Rosaline Duff, 

Sarah FE. Wilson, 

Lucy Clark, et al., 

Rosa McNabb, et al., 

Grant Spredling, et al., 
Byrd N. Spradling, et al., 
George Cud Spradling, 
Junie J. Byrd, et al., 
Cora Cannoy, et al., ° 
Stella Burkhart, et al., M.C.R. 
Christopher C.Collingsworth,et al.M.C.R. 
Maggie Egelston, et al., M.C.R. 
Martha Jane Collingsworth, et al.,M.C.R. 
Christopher Columbus Hanks, et al.M.C.R. 
Alice Fulks, et al., M.C.R. 
James T. Hanks, et al., 
Cud B. Hanks, 

Dora 1.. Hanks, et al., 
William T. Hanks, et al., 
Laura A. Horton, et al., 
Millard F. Horton, et al., 
Rausie Rogers, et al., 
Nannie J. Bolin, et al., 
Media Carter, 

Millie Ann Asbury, et al., 
Callie Clark, et al., 
Rilda Clark, et al., 

Emma Clark, et al., 
William C. Cox, et al., 
Nannie Northcutt, et al., 
Thomas PD. Hanks, et al., 
Banie Guy, et al., 

Willie Hanks, et al., 

Lucy Drake, et al., 

Millie Ann Byrd, et al., 
Josie RB. Guy, 

John C. Guy, 

Luoy C. Townsend, et al., 
Addie Stamper, et al., 
Lydia Lykins, et al., 
Jacob Hanks, et al., 
Athey Barnes, 
Georgia Hanks, 
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Letnda—he ; 
Sarah Ann Allsaman, et al., 
Mary Bllen Glass, 

Alice Amyx, et al., 

Boon Howard, et al., 

Harry M. Alleman, et al., 
Fred Allsman, 

Carrie Amyx, 

Lydia Meadows, et al., 
Elmira Hobbs, et al., 
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Louisa Smith, 
Frank Meadows, et al., 
Lousina Meadows, 
Rebecoa Riggs, et al., 
Fielding Meadows, et al., 
Madison Spencer, et al., 
Ida Stockdale, et al., 
Perry Cheatham, Sr., 
Perry Cheatham, Jr., et al., 
Malinda Mitchell, et al., 
Harriet Doss, et al., 
Hattie Morris, et al., 
David Cheatham, ét al., 
Squire D. Cheatham, 
John W. Cheatham, et al., 
Effie C. Jackson, 
Charles H. Cheatham, et al., 
Augustus F. Cheatham, et al., 
Eveline Large, et al., 
Emma Artie Cheatham, et al., 
Annie Connely, et al., 
Addie Connely, et al., 
Elbert Cheatham, et al., 
Hattie Cheatham, 
Andrew C. Cheatham, 
Waldo P. Jett, 
Charlie Jett, 
Lou C. Pulkerson, et al., 
Emma Turley, et al., 
William F. Cheatham, 
Annie Brayfield, et al., 
Bertie S. Brayfield, 
Lucian L. Cheatham, et al., 
Dixie Smedley, 
Herman P. Cheatham, et al., 
Lillian Collier, 
Lena C. Poor, 
Frank Cheathan, 
James W. Cheatham, et al., 
Ligzie Chappell, et al., 
William T. Cheatham, et al., 
Hattie M, Ogden, et al., 
Harry S. Cheatham, et al., 
Effie Chappell, 
Delia Chappell, 
Nancy Ann White, 
Armilda Long, et al., 
Jennie W, Rwing, et al., 
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Adella White 

Omera Floyd Long, 

Carl L.. long, 

Eva Cellier, et al., 

John R. Cheatham, et al., 
Charles H, Cheatham, et al., 
James W. Cheatham, 

Clifton R. Cheatham, et al., 
Phoebe J. Rylander, et al., 








-5- 
Annis May Withers, et ali, M.C.R. 7396. ‘ 


Réward R, Cheatham, M.C.R.. 7009 
Katie P, Eilison M.C.R. 7007 
Johnnie W. Cheatham, M.C.R, roe 
Mary Be lanham , M.O.R. . - ¢ 
Mary: Trimbis , M.C.R, 6632 
Gatherise Horner, et al,, M.C.R. 701g 
Robert Firman Thompson, M.C:R. 68i? 
Jimaie ¥rank Wheeler, et al., M.0.R.. 6818 
Edward B. Thompson, “MCL RL Fa%s8 
Mary P, Horner, M.C.R. 7013 
James R. Cheatham, st al., M.C.R., 6436 
Amanda FP, Cheatham, M.C.Ry 6816 
Nanoy Thomson, et al., M.C.R. @770 
William F. Cheathan, M.C.R. 9398 -* 
McGlelland Cheatham, M.C.R. 6819 
Sarah Brown, et #)., M.C.R. 6862 
Robert McNabb, : M.C.R. 7429 


Fielding McKnabb, ; M.C.R, 6889 
Minie McKnabpb, 6560 
Lena Ford, et el., 6562 
Caroline Oreeah, 6846 
Clara BE. Cheatham, et al., 6768 
John W. McKnabb,; et al., 6854 


7144 | 
7278 
7368 
7387 
7202 
7279 
7297 
7215 
7261 
7263 
7282 


Wilburn Harper, et al., 
Susan Crary, et al., 

Louis Harper, et al., 

John. Harper, 

Mattite MoCarrick, et al., 
Louise Wiedey, et al., 
Victor H. McCarrick, 

Sarah Drolte, 

Lewis William Drolte, et al., 
Maggie ‘D, Lauver, et al., 
Nettie May Herp, et al., 
Annie Robberts, et al., 
Fred Drolte, et al., 
William P, Harper, et al., 
James B. Harper, et al, 
Guy G, Harper, 

Lewis B. Harper, 

Willian H. Johnston, 

Mary Jane Johnston, 

Elvira A. Johnston, 

Eveline Kerwood, 

John R, Fy Kerwood, et al., 
Catherine Cormican, et al., 
masts Jones, et al,, MLC Re 7 


ame 0, Kerwood, .et a2., MCR. Fae. 
0 r ' N ye * » fas 
Raghard © tarper et al., roca a iy 
Annie Agton, ai., M20 Ry 
Frank r, et Ones LOH. 
A) 
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Laura 3B. Mayer, et al., MEO Ri 

Francis C, Acton; MOR, 

om R, Acton, § lop 

a Barper, . «Gh, 
May: Putaan, et al., M,C,R. 
Katie 3. Cadwell, et al., MLC, R, 
Frank J, Harper, et al., MLC.R, 
Charles ¥. Harper, et al., M,OVR. 
Dora Fleming, et al., B.O.R: 
Raymond F, Harper, M.C.R, 
Maurioe Albert Harper, et al., M.CiR, 
Aley 2. Harper; M.CiR, 
Chester G, Harper, et al., ¥.0.Ry 
Pansey 2, Munson, M.CiR; : 
Ida BE. Redick, M.CiRs 
Richard Harper, et al., M.CiR, 
Christina H. Knapp, : et al., MiGeR. 
George W. Harper, MiC.R, 
Jennie Atchison, et al., M.C.R, 
Walter Tr) M.C.Ri 
Edward My 2 iP, et al., M,.CUR. 
Hiram KH. Knapp, MCR, 
Wildey Ey. Atehi 80n . M, Cc Rk . 
Montford M: Harper, M.C.R. 
Leonidas A. Harper, et al., M.C.R. 
Samuel H. Harper, et al., ¥.C.R. 
William L. Harper, et al., M.C.R. 7023 
Arthur C. Harper, M.C.R. 7024 
Edward J. Harper, et al. M.C.R. 7228 
Florence C. Harper, M.C.R. 7119 
‘John #. ‘Harper, H,.C.R. 7120. 
Bessie Yeargain, M.G.R. 7163 
James H. Harper, et al., M.O.R, 7266 
Mary E. Gi ‘ MyC.R.. 7131 
Loretta G. Rickords, et al., M.C.R, aes 
George A, Harper, MLC.R. 
Jala oration Harper, et al., M.C.R. 7266 
Annie E. Harper, M.C.R. 7633 


List of papers forwarded to the Secretary of the Interior 
comprising the record in the above consolidated case. 


(Page) 


Original lication of Jasper Chambers to the 
Dawes Colmal wad.on for identification as a Mis- 
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Original applidation $f Alva B. Champers, et 
Sls. to Ate’ Dean Ceaatvator ‘for ‘identatica- 


‘tion ap Miesistipp PRG NET. sent oRe eee ti cinan en 


Cdrtationte of 7.8. spencer auido the marriage 
ef Jaaper Chambers and Susana Fo BOOT e+ +~ eben ne enon ee 


or 
bo fe 
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does r 
Y? nal a 4 
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Original application of William C. Chambers, 
et al., to the Dawes Commission for identification 
as Mississippi Choctawa-----~--- -<---- ------ enn nnn -- =e 


Original application of William Ff. Chambers, 
et al., to the Dawes Commission for idesifi- 
cation as Mississippi Choctaws~-~------------------------ 


Certified copy of marriage reoord of W, F. 
Chambers and Sallie McKinzie 


Certificate of W. B. Allen 


Original application of Joel B. Chambers, et al. 
to the Dawes Commission for identification as 
Mississippi Choctaws-~-- 


Certified copy of marriage record of J. B. 
Chambers and E, J. Brown 


Original application of Nancy J. “McKinzie, et 
al., to the Dawes Commission for identification 
as Mississippi Choctaws 


Certified copy of marriage record of J. W. 
McKenzie and Nancy Jane Chambers 


Original application of George W. Chambers, et 
al., to the Dawes Commission for identification 
as Mississippi Choctaws 


Certified copy of marriage record of G. W. 
Chambers and Docia Bornhill 


Original application of Andrew J. Chambers, 
et al., to the Dawes Commission for identifi- 
cation as Mississippi Choctaws- 


Certified copy of marriage record of A. J. 
Chambers and Minnie B. Upton 


Original application of Sampson PD. Chambers, 
et al,, to the Dawes Commission for identifica- 
tion as Mississippi Choctawa 


Original marriage reoord of 8. PD. Chambers and 
Ivey Oats 


Original application of Benjamin #. Chambers, 
et al., to the Dawes Commission for identifi- 





cation as Mississippi Choctaws- 


Certified: copy of marriage record of B. F. 
Chambers and. 5. &. Hamond----+-----------~ Hee mene n aaa == 


Original application of Martha A. %,. Chambers, 
et al.,to the Dawes Commission fonAdent iti pe- 


tion as Miseissippi Choot aw8-~<-~~neeer oo —~ 
La 
ne a 





apie 


Certified copy of the marriage reoord of G. B, 
Chambers and Martha Ann Chambers 


Affidavit of C. c, 


Original application of Margaret Cochran, to 
the Dawes Commission for identification as a 
Mississippi Choctaw 


Original application of John Henry Drake, 
to the Dawes Commission for identification as a 
Mississippi Choctaw- 


Original application of John Henry Drake, Jr. 
et al., to the Dawes Commission for identification 
as Mississippi Choctaws- 


Certified copy of the marriage reoord of J. H 
Drake and Martha Boothe 


Original application of Ira Drake, et al., 
to the Dawes Commission for identification 
as Mississippi Choctaws 


Original application of Alexander Drake, to 
the Dawes Commission for identification as 
@ Mississippi Choctaw 


Original application of Nannie J. Rogers, 
to the Dawes Commission for identifica- 
tion as a Mississippi Choctaw------ - 


Power of attorney from Nannie J. Rogers to 
Grant Spradling-- 


Certificate of A. T. Knox, M.D, 


Original application of Grover ¢c. Drake, et 
al., to the Dawes Commission for identifica- 
tion as Mississippi Choctaws-~ 


Order appointing C. C. Hanks as guardian for 
Grover C. Drake and Cud Drake 


Original application of Sallie Ann Duff, et al. 
to the Dawes Commission for identification as 
Mississippi Choctaws------ PAR RR em 





Power of attorney from Sallie Ann Duff to 
John T. Coonse--«----.~-------------.4 Ree ee ewww nw ee 


Certificate of 8. FH. Thomas, M.D,------ 


Power of attorney from Lucy Coons to John T. Coons----- 


-Certificate of G, N. Cox, M.D, so<-<5--c5+ 





an 


Power we Nh erade fron Matt ie Pieratt to 
John Ts cacao hina poenn este nen------ enema ne neanen- 


Gert if teate, ‘or 0. H, Roberts, M.D.=- 


Joint sffidavit of Galite Hoffman, ons T. Hoffman 
and. B. ‘Be Rongleton-=b-~-=-~ 


Original ‘@pplication of Thomas R. Duff, to the 
Dawes Commission for saacatenagie owadaates as a Mis- 
sissippi Choctaw- 

Letter of guardianship issued to B. F. Perry 
Affidayit of Wm. F. Hanks 

Affidavit of Jessie McPhear son 

Original. application of Henry 8S, Duff, et al., 
to the Dawes Commission for identification as 
Missiseippi Chooctaws 


Joint affidayit of .W. G. Reasor and 
Margret Reasor-- 


Certified copy of marriage certificate of Henry 
S. Tiff and Nannie Garrett 


Original application of Margaret Reasor, et al., 
to the Dawes Commission for identification as 
Mississippi Choctaws-- -«-.0<-----00 <n - --- nen 2 - ~~~ 


Original application of Laura Yooum, et al., 
to the Dawes Commission for identification 
as Miséiseippi Choctaws 


Certified ong #f marriage certificate of Isom 
D. Yooum and Laura Duff------------------------ eenene-= 


Original application of Charles E. Duff, et al., 
to thé: Dawes Commission for identification as 
Mississippi Ghootaws---~< moer rene ne---- ee aire eines 


Certified conf of marriage certificate of 
Chariey: Duff.and Elizabeth Pieratt 


Joint affidavit of 3. A. Duff and Sarahan Duff 
cart tea Oopy_ of marriage Gert sf teate of J. C. B. 





orieanea bikie ef: Heary Bruce duff, 
to the 001 Comhission for: identification eas 
a Mississipps dae 75.2 es naa gs dec a 


Ordigsaay ‘application of Maen’ B. Duff to 
he Dawes cesses. for identification’ ~ 
as * Migsiasipp Chootawe<s—~ nnn e nao enone nn s---+--~ 
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Original application of Lennie 8. Reasor to 
the Dawes Commission for identifieation as 
@ Mississippi Choétaw----~--~..-...-...0 


Original application of Annie Wade to the 
dawes Commission for identification as a 
Mississippi Choctaw----------4----2242. 22-2 ee ~~ 


Original application of Alice D. Horton, et al., 
to the Dawes Commission for identification as 
Mississippi Chootaws-------- eo a a me et or eeeeween coor 


Certified copy of marriage certificate of John 
FP. Horton and Alice Duff---------+-~-.------.-.-------.. 


Original application of John Wade, et al., to 
Phe Dawes Commission for identification as 
Mississippi Choctaws 


Certified copy of marrjage record of John C. B. 
Wade and Emma Ely “s--<<- 


Original application of Daniel Boone Wade, et al. 
to the Dawes Commission for identification as 
Mississippi Choctaws-~------.... - 


Certified copy of marriage record of Daniel B, Wade 
and Francis Collier------ = am ee a a 


Original application of Leonidas Wade to 
the Dawes Commission for identification 
aa 4 Mississippi Choctaw 


Original application of Lida Cowgill to 
the Dawes Commission for identification 
as a Missisai ppi Choctaw 


Order of County Court appointing John T. Coons 
88 guardian of Lida Cowgill 


Original application of Nancy J. Bowman to 
the Dawes Commission for identification as 
@ Mississippi Chootawe~-~~----~~-------- 22-2 


Power of attorney from Nancy J. Bowman and Margaret 
Bowman to-As J. Bowman--------~---~-----2--- 222 ei e 


Certificate of H. B. Olliver, M.D. 





Certifieate of H. B. Olliver, M.D.-- 
Affidavit of Owens Crawford---------------.---.---__.. - 


Affidavit of Pleasant Lucas-----~.- Tos eeen 


Certified copy of marriage certificate of 
Henry Evans and Lucinda ARTO STR Rene olin chen iiine 
ae. 


y 





Original application of Margaret Bowman 
to the Dawes Commission for identification 
as a Mississippi Choctaw-<----~---..--~-----.-~.---.~.... 


Certificate of H. B. Olliver, M.D. 


Certificate of 8. 8S. Taulbee, Clerk of Breathitt 
County Court 


Affidavit of Elizabeth Beach------------------- eeteannn 
Affidavit of Milly Ann Ledford 


Original application of Matt Bowman to the 
Dawes Commission for identification as a 
Mississippi Choctaw----------------------~-------.------ 


Copy of marriage record of Matt Rowman and 
Callie Coomer------------ OO men mm mw nnn nw enn enn nn 


Original application of Lizzie Lawaon, et al., 
to the Dawes Commission for identification as 
Mississippi Choctaws- 


Copy of marriage record of George W. Lawson 
and Lizzie C. Bowman 


Original application of Cora Lawson, et al., 
to the Dawes Commission for identification 
as Mississippi Choctaws- 


Copy of marriage record of J. G. Lawson and 
Cora Bowman 


Original application of Drucilla Duff, et al., 


to the Dawes Commission for identification as 
Mississippi Choctaws------------------------.-~---------. 


Copy of marriage record of Charley Duff and 
Drucilla H. Bowman 


Original application of Margaret Creech, et al’., 
to the Dawes Commission for identification as 
Mississippi Choctaws 

Affidavit of Calwell Oaks 


Copy. of marriage certificate of Johnathan B. 
Creech and Margaret Rvans 


Affidavit of A. Drake-~ 





Affidavit of S. 8S. Taulbee 

Original application of William H. Evans, et al., 

to the Dawes Commission for identification as Mis- 
Sissippi Choctaws----------- corce= Sr eseerenenne eeceecen 


Copy of marriage record of William H. Evans 


“and Winnie Lucas----------- be cc eee a tenenen diene enen-- ~= 
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Original application of Millie Ann Ledford, et al., 
to the Dawes Commission for identification as 
Mississippi Choctaws 


Copy of marriage record of Henry ©. Leé@ford 
and Milley Ann Ledford-----------.-.--.. oath 


Copy of marriage certificate of Henry C. Led- 
ford and Milley Ann Evans 


Original application of Lydia A. Barnes, et al. 
to the Dawes, Commission for identification as 
Mississippi Choctaws--~---------.~-.--------...---- ~~~... 


Power of attorney from Lydia Ai Barnes to 
George Barnes 


Affidavit of Howard Anderson 


Original application of Charles E. Ledford, et 
al., to the Dewes Commission for identification 
as Mississippi Choctaws 


Certified copy of marriage record of Charles = 
Ledford and Nettie Browning 


Certified copy of marriage record of Charles 
EB. Ledford and Nettie Browning 


Original application of Fielding Hanks, to 
the Dawes Commission for identification as Mis- 
Sissippi Choctaws 


Affidavits of Fielding Yanks, Rettie Allen 
and Sarah J. Barry- 


Original application of John W. Hanks, et al., 
to the Dawes Commission for identification 
as Mississippi Choctawe- 


Certificate of Howard Anderson 

Original application of Andrew Jackson Hanks, 

et al., to the Dawes Commission for identifica- 

tion as Mississippi Choctawy-----------.---...-.--.-.-. 


Copy of marriage record of A. J. Hanks and 
Rina Chester------ me me a et 





Copy of marriage certificate of A. 
and Georgie Commings 


Affidavits of Albert Holly and Emily Darrell---------.. 


Original application of Nannie a Crew et al.; 


to the Dawes Commission for identification 
ae Mississippi CNOA EWE ammo nem een mn min nn hatte ose 
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‘Power of attorney from Nannie Ingram and 
Richard Ingram to James Rogere- 


Certifioate of S. H. Thomas, M,D.------------- lle telat tate! 


Copy of marriage record of Richard 
Ingram and Nannie Hanks- Je ee meme anemewnne= eocenne 


Copy of earrines record of Richard 
Ingram and Nannie Hanks 


Original application of Bettie Rogers, et al., 


to the Dawes: Commission for dent se Seation as 
Mississippi Choctaws 


Copy of marriage record of James Rogers 
and Bettie Hanks--------------------------- sem nenn~ woe 


Original application of Olivia Satterfield, 
et al., to the Dawes Commission for identifica- 
tion as Mississippi Choctaws----------------------.-- +< 


Copy of marriage record of John Satterfield 
and Olivia Hanks 


Original application of Vary E. Wills, et al., 

to the Dawes Commission for identification 

as Mississippi Choctaws 

Affidavit of Lydia Reynolds 

Original application of Vina E. Downs, et 

@l., to the Dawes Commission for identifi- 

cation as Mississippi Choctaws 

Affidavit of Lydia Reynolds---------------------------.- 
Affidavit of Vina E. Downs- 


Certified copy of marriage record of Richard 
Downs and Ellen Reynolds---~ 


Affidavit of R. L. MeIlvain-- 

Original application of William H. Reynolds, 

et al., to the Dawes Commission for identifica- 

,tion as Mississippi Choctaws~------------------.-..---- 


Certified copy of marriage certificate of 
William Reynolds and Mary E. Spencer~------~------------ 


Letter of W. G. Frazier to William Reynolds 





Original application of Green Reynolds, et 
@l., to the Dawes Commission for identifi- 
cation as Mississippi Choctawsa-~+~--+---~--------~---- -- 
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Certified copy of marriage certificate of 
Green Reynolds: and Liszie Lee 


Original application of Sarah B. Dennis, et al., 

to the Dawes Commission for identification as 
Missiesippi Choctaws------------ Pon emer ew nen enn cree 
Affidavit of Sarah B. Dennis 

Affidavit of Ina E. Downs 


Copy of marriage record of J. J. Dennis 
and Sarah B, Downs---------- eee a ne Bee me mm ew ewan n me onn 


Original application of George Downs, to the 
Bawes Commission for identification as & :- ; 
Mississippi Choctaw----~------.-..---~.---~.~..--..-.-. 


Original application of William J. Hanks, et al., 
to the Dawes Commission for identification as 
Mississippi Choctaws 

Affidavit of I. L. Brink 


Joint affidavit of I. L. Brink and 
Margaret Brink- 


Affidavit of W. J. Hanks 

Original application of John W. Lewis, et al., 
to the Dawes Commission for identification as 
Mississippi Choctaws 


Certified vopy of marriage certificate of John 
W. Lewis and Annie H. Curtis---«---.-----.---------..... 


Affidavit of W. J. Hanks 

Affidavit of Henry Hanks- 

Affidavit of J. Boone------ ern eenn- we nw nee ew nn nnn ne 
Original application of Lydia Spencer, et al., 

to the Dawes Commission for identification 

as Mississippi Choctaws-----------------.--.--..-...-.. 


Certified copy of marriage certificate of 
Henderson Spencer and Liddie Lewis--------------------- 


Original application of James H. Hanks, et al., 
to the we Om on 0 den . on 





as Missiseippi Choo CAWE~ << en meen ne alata tata etait 


Certified oopy of marriage certificate of Jackson 
Hanks and Termthis Haskins<-----<<«~--sn< 


Certified copy of marriage certificate. of 
Henry Hanks and Nannie M. Forkner~-------------------.. 
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Original application of Grant Hanks, to 
the Dawes Commission for identification 
as @ Miséissippi Chootaw-------.~-.---...--.. ~~... 


Original application of John W. Hanks, et al., 
to the Dawes Commission for identification ae 
Mississippi Choctaws~---~--..... aha alacant taal ate ete tT 


Certified copy of marriage certificate of 
John Hanks and Nannie Daniel-----... 


Original application of Mary A. Hanks to the 
Dawes Commission for identification as a 
Missism ppi Choctaw-----------..- a har alee aaa 


Original application of Lura Faulkner, et al., 
to the Dawes Commission for identification as 
Mississippi Choctaws-----........ ose 


Power of attorney from Lur&.Paulkaer to Grant 
Spradling- 


Certificate of A. T. Knox, M.D. 


Certified copy of marriage certificate of 
Morton Forkner and Lura Hanks 


Original application of Albert Lewis to 
the Dawes Commission for identification 
as a Mississippi Choctaw 


Certified copy of marriage certificate of 
James Lewis and Clerendia Centers 


Original application of McoDonel Lewis, et al., 
to the Dawes Commission for identification as 
Mississippi Choctaws 


Order of County Court appointing C. C. Hanks 
guardian of MoDonel Lewis 


Order of County Court appointing C. Cc. Hanks 
committee for James Lewis 


Original application of Fielden Brown, et al., 
to the Dawes Commission for identification as 
Mississippi Choctaws 


Order of County Court appointing Fielding Brown as 
Committee for Annie Cox 





order—of—coun bUrt appointing Fielding Brown 
guardian for Junia and Vernie Brown-- 


Certified copy of marriage certificate of 
James Cox and Annie Hank 





+16- 
Original application of Henry’Hanke et al. 
pie Sy la eid for identification ' 
ap Missisaipps Choctaws------..- 


Certifies copy. of marriage certificate of 

Heary Hanks an@ Cordelia Brown---+---------.--...-..___ 
Original Spplication of Millison MeTlvane, et 

&1,, to the Dawes Commission for ident ification 

a8 Mississippi Choctaws-----.... whom 


Power of attorney from Millison Molivane to 
John Mollvane--~----.--.-..-.... - 


Certified copy of marriage certificate of 
Johh Mollvyane and Milison Hanks 


Certificate of A. F. Goodwin 
Certificate of A. F. Goodwin 

Original application of Leander M. Brown, et al., 
to the Dawes Commission for identification as 
Mississippi Choctaws-----... 

Joint affidavit of J. J. Tutt and Catherine Tutt 
Original application of Judith Wills to the 
Dawes Commission for identification as a Mis- 
Sissippi Choctaw-----... - 


Power of attorney from Ruma Trimble 
Wills and Jane Nickell to C. C. Han 


Certificate of Dr. A. C. Nickell 


Certified copy of marriage certificate of 
Jordon Wills and Judeth Cox-~------------- 222-2 


Original spplipation of Lucy Sally, et al: 
to the Dawes Commission for identification as 
Mississipps Cho ctaws~-----.-.- - 


Power of attorney from Nary B. Brown to 
Thomas Brown---~ 


Certificate of H. H. Stamper, M.D,-~-------- 
Affidavit or Lucey Bally 

Certitionte of H. Hy. Stamper, M.D, 

Original epplication: of Thomas 1. Brown, et al., 


© the Dawes Colmiegsion for identificat ién as 
Mississippi Cho ot aw@e= ~~ mae nn ene n see - 





Copy of mirriage record of T. L: Brown and 
Martha ROS@ $45 +4 nmin enn nae 2 Oe ee ee Oe oe ce coe en wee ee ee ae 





Original application of Zarilda Day, 
to the Dawes Comission for identifi 
as Mississippi Chootaws--«+--4.. 2.22.22 00. 


y 
Joint affidavit of 6. @. Hanks and A. KE. Hanks 


Original application of James Salley, et al., 
to the Dawes Commission for identification as 
Mississippi Choctaws-----..-....._. ~ 


Certificate of H. N. Gose, Clerk of County Court 


Original application of Jackson Salley, to 
the Dawes Commission for identification as 
® Mississippi Choctaw--.-..-.. 


Original application of Juda Salley, et al., 
to the Dawes Commission for identification 
@s Mississippi Choctaws---...... 


Certified copy of marriage record of Salley 
Herp and Luoy Brown 


Original application of William L. Day, 
to the Dawes Commission for identification 
a8 Mississippi Chooctaws- 


Original application of James S. Day to 
the Dawes Commission for identification as 
@® Mississippi Choctaw 


Original application of Robert 8B, Day, to the 
Dawes Commission for identification as a 
Mississippi Choctaw--- 


Original application of Minnie Leigh Horton, 
et al., to the Dawes Commission for identi- 
fication as Mississippi Choctaws------... - 


Power of attorney from Sarah Elizabeth Horton 
to Minnie Leigh Horton- 


Certificate of 8. x. Spratt, M 
Original application of Ada Kash, et al., 


to the Dawes Commission for identification 
as Mississippi Choctaws 





Origds ppite on or Elizabeth 
Faulkner, et al., to the DawesCommission for 
identification as Mississippi Cho ctawa----~--.-.--..__. 


Power of attorney from Sarah Elizabeth Faulkner 
to C. C. Hanke-----~.~.-.--2.222000 were nnnn 


“ 





Certificate of Dr. A. C. Nickell 

Original application of Jackson Cox, et al., 
to the Dawes Commission for identification as 
Mississippi Cheotaws-- 


Order of County Court appointing C. C, Hanke 
guardian for Emma and Jackson Cox 


Original application of Rylda May Horton, 
to the Dawes Commission for identification 
as a Mississippi Chootaw- 

Original application of Rutha Wills, to the 
Dawes Commission for identification as a 
Mississippi Choctaw 


Order of County Court appointing C. C. Hanks 
guardian for Rutha Wills 


Certified copy of marriage oertificate as between 
Robert Wills and Sarah J. Childers 


Original application of Fielden Cox, et al., 

to the Dawes Commission for identification 

as Missisai ppi Choctaws 

Power of attorney from Fielden Cox to C. C. Hanks 
Certificate of W. H. Tutt-M.D. 

Joint affidavit of A. B. Landrum and John Cox 
Certificate of H. H. Stamper, M.D.------------------ ---- 
Original application of Nannie Alice Creech, et al. 
to the Dawes Commission for identification as 
Mississippi Choctaws 

Original application of Mollie Ingram, et al., 

to the Dawes Commission for identification as 
Mississippi Choctaws 

Power of attorney from Mollie Ingram to C.C.Hanks 
Certificate of H. H. Stamper, M.D. 


Co of marriage record as between Joseph B. Ingram and 
Mollie Cox-< 





Original application of John W. oes, et al., 
fr) 


to the’ Dawes Commission for identification 
ae Mississippi Choct aws--------me.---0-!) -2+------------ 


Certified copy of marriage record as between 
John W. Cox and Lucy Centers 


‘Original application of Rilda Cox to the 
Dawes Commission for identification as 
& Mississippi Choctaw-~---------------~-~-.-.--.-.--.---- 





Power of attorney from Rilda Cox to C. C. Hanks*----.-- 
Certificate of Dr. G. W. Swango------ data ada healers - 
Original application of Buford Ingram, to 

the Dawes Commission for identification as a 

Missisdppi Choctaw-----~---.~..---.... Ween ntenneenene 


Order of County Court appointing C. C, Hanks 
guardian for Buford Ingram---------------.~- om me me wie 


Certified copy of marriage record as be- 
tween Jas. F. Ingram and Lou Ellen Cox 


Original application of Nancy Landrum, et al,, 
to the Dawes Commission for identification 
as Mississippi Choctaws-----------.-.....-....-.-..- some 


Power of attorney from Nanoy Landrum to C. (.Hanks----- 


Original application of William J. Landrum, 

et al., to the Dawes Commission for identifioa- 

tion as Mississippi Choctaws 

Affidavit of S. W. Landrum 

Original application of Margaret Lawson, 

et al., to the Dawes Commission for identifi- 

cation as Mississippi Choctaws 

Power of attorney from Margaret Lawson to C.C.Hanks---- 
Certificate of William Swango, M.D. ------------------.. 


Certified copy of marriage record as between 
Abraham Lawson and Margaret Landrum 


Original application of Joseph Landrum, et 
to the Dawes Commission for identification as 
Mississippi Choctaws 


Power of attorney from Joseph Landrum 
to C. C. Hanks 


Certificate of H. H. Stamper, M.D. 
Certificate of Dr. A. C. Nickell 


Certified copy of marriage record as between 
J. J. Landrum and Nannie Sweeney 


Original application of Wick Landrum, et al., 





to t 





as Mississippi Choc ta ws----~-<---------------~--------- 


Certified copy of marriage record as. between 
Wick Landrum and Lieu Sweeney--------+-<« 


Original application of Nancy J. Landrum to 
the Dawes Commission for identification as 
@ Mississippi Choctaw-----------.-. meister eos hia aaaaty oni oe 


’ , ‘ 
Ae ay 
‘ 
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Order of County Court appointing C. C. Hanks 
guardian for Nancy J, landrum------~~-~------~..-..-..- 


Original application of John Cox to the 
Dawes Commiseion for identification as 
@ Mississippi Choctaw-----~-- Se ae Oe ae ae ae a a ea ae 


Certified copy of marriage certificate of 
John Cox and Jane Catron 


Original application of William Hanks, et al., 
to the Dawes Commission for identification 
as Mississippi Choctaws 


Orders of County Court appointing C. C,.Hanks 
guardian for Seldon, Beula and Bama Hanks, and 
as committee to take charge of William Hanks 


Original application of Rosaline Duff to the 
Dawes Commission for identification as a 
Mississippi Choctaw----------.+-.-.-..... Foe eww nme wenn 


Original application of Sarah E. Wilson, to 
the Dawes Commission for identificationas a 
Mississippi Choctaw 


Original application of lucy Clark, et al., 
to the Dawes Commission for ident ification 
as Mississippi Choctaws--------...< Ree wn meme ee meen ean 


Original applicat ion of Rosa MoNabb, et al 
to the Dawes Commission for identification as 
a Mississippi Choctaw--~-----~- 


Certificate of W. 8. Tutt, Clerk of Co. Court, 
Wolfe Co. Kentuoky, and affidavit of T.F¥.Stamper 


Original application of Grant Spradling, et al., 
to the Dawes Commission for identification as 
Mississippi Choctaws 


Certified copy of marriage certificate of 
Grant Spradling and Marthe Murphy 


Certificate of David Hogg 
Original application of Byrd M. Spradling, 


et al., to the DawesCommission for identifica- 
tion as Mississippi Choctaws 


Certified copy of marriage record as between 


. SD ’ 


Original application of George Cud Spradling, to 
the Dawes Commission for identification as 
a Mississippi Choctaw----------.-.. latte ate teta tate tatetate 


Original application of Junie J. Byrd, et al., 
to the Dawes Coumission for identification as 
Mies iss ippi ChOO TAUB 6 oo cn msnmnciunnasecuosus 





Certified copy of marriage certificate as 
between John G. Byrd and Junie Spradling- 


Original application of Cora Cannoy, et al., 
to the Dawes Commission for sentisioation 
as Mississippi Choctawse 


Certificate of E. B. Northoutt, M.D. 


Certified copy of marriage record as between 
G. N. Canney and Cora Collinsworth 


Original application of Stella Burkhart, et 
al., to the Dawes Commission for identifica- 
tion as Mississippi Choctaws 


Certificate of EB. R/Northcutt, M.D. 


Power of attorney from Stella Burkhart to 
T. P, Collingsworth 


Original application of Christopher C. Collings- 
worth, et al., to the DawesCommission for identification 
as Mississippi Choctaws-<<<< «<-<<--<-<---------------- 


Certified copy of marriage record as between 
C. C, Collinsworth and Amanda B. Gibson 


Original application of Maggie Egelston, 
et al., to the Dawes Commission for identifi- 
cation as Mississippi Choctaws 


Certificate of EB. B. Northoutt, M.D. 


Power of attorney from Maggie Egelston to 
Thomas P. Collingsworth 


Original application of Martha Jane Collings- 
worth, et al., to the Dawes Commission for 
identification asMississippi Choctaws 


Joint affidavit of Armidea B. Hanks and C.C.Hanks 


Joint affidavit of Armida E. Hanke and 
Rosaline Duff 


Original application of Christopher Columbus 
Hanks, et al., to the Dawes Commission for 
identification as Mississippi Choctaws-~------- eens en nee 





Affidavit of Hary D. Sparks----- Poe een ewe e nam ee men ae 


Certificate of Howard Anderson, Chery of Mont- 
gomery Co. Court, Kentucky---~ <#----<<-<--93------- ewe 





Affidavit of Sallie Hoffman 

Affidavit of Rosaline Pace 

Joint affidavit of J. N. Rose and Eliza Hogg 
Affidavit of William Smith 

Joint affidavit of D. J. Morris and J.E.Morgan 
Affidavit of Peter Manley 

Certificate of Jno. D. Young, et al. 

Original application of Alice Fulks, et al., 
to the DawesCommission for identification 

as Mississippi Choctaws 


Certified copy of marriage record as between 
Kelley Fulks and Alice Hanks 


Original application of James T. Hanks, et al., 
to the Dawes Commission for identification 
as Mississippi Choctaws 


Copy of marriage record between James T. Hanks 
and Ida M. Catron 


Original application of Cud B. Hanks to the 
Dawes Commission for identification as a 
Mississippi Choctaw 

Power of attorney from C. B. Hanks to C.C.Hanks 
Certificate of A. J. P. Julian, M.D. 

Original application of Dora L. Hanks, et al., 
to the Dawes Commission for identification as 
Mississippi Choctaws 

Certificate of H. H. Stamper, M.D. 


Power of attorney from Dora L. Hanks and Bertie 
8. Catron to C. C. 


Original application of William T. Hm ke, et al., 
to the Dawes Commission for identification as 
Mississippi Choctawa-- 


et al., to the Dawes Commission for identification 
as Mississippi Choct aws 
Certificate of H. H. Stamper, M,D.- 


Power of attorney from Laura A. Horton 
to C. C. Hanks~- 
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Joint affidevit of Lafayette Shul) and 
Emeline: Shull et he 


OF Sganed application of Milisra:?. Horton, 
wt al., to the Dawes Commissiga for iden- 
tification as Mississippi Cnegtage>--~ 


Power of attorney from miliard FB. Horton 
to 0. C. Hank@qo-= sen sna ses hee SSK SKK KBs rommnwasswae 


Certificate of H. H. Stamper, M.D. 


Certified copy of marriage reoord as between 
Millard F. Horton and Florence’ Sewell~- 


Original application of Rau@ie, Rogers, et al., 

to the Dawss Commisgeion for identification 

as Mississippi Choctawi~---<<9-0n<<-<<--n- <n nn nn aon eee 
Nertificate of J. R. Carrall, M.D. 


Certified coy of marriage certificate of 
John M. Rogers and Rausa Horton- 


Original application of Nannie J. Bolin, et al., 
to the Dawes Commission for apantitioatsen as 
Mississippi Choctaws 


Power of attorney from Nannie J. Bolin to 


Certificate of J. M. Kash, M.D.- 


Certified copy of marriage record between 
James G. Bolin and Nannie Horton- 


Original application of Midia Carter to the 
Dawes Commission for identification as a 
Mississippi Choctaw 


Power of attorney from Midia Carter to 
M. W. Carter--<9--see- eee Wee w nee nm wn ee eee nme eene 


Certificate of W. P. Hogg, M.D. 


Certified copy of marriage between M. W. 
Carter and Mida Carter-- 


Original application of Millie Aan art els 
Sin 





fication ‘ss Wisatesipyl Ghee tawee-- =s ene ee eee ew eee one me a 


Certified copy of marriage record between 
H. R. Asbury and Millie A. Gox-------c8- nnn ern n cen nen “= 


Original epplication of Callie Glark, et al., 
to the Dawes Comiiesion for identification t 
asa Mississippi Choat awe =---+--- me ew we oe et a me om 


Ve? 





Certificate of Dr. G. M, Center~+--+-----~-.----.- sennws 


Power of attorney from Callie and Rilda Clark 
to William Clark---«-<----02s0-0-00--e-n ons 


Certified copy of marriage reoord between 
Clay Clark and Callie Cox------ sen-se= shale alah “== 


Original application of Rilda Clark, et al., 

‘to the Dawes Commission for identifioation ry | 
Mississippi Choctaws~--------------- Sh wee eee ene e enn enn 
Certificate of Dr. A. 0. Nickeli------ 


Certified copy of marriage record between 
William Clark and Rilda FE. OCox-<<-<<-<---------- anes cen- 


Original application of Emma Clark, et al., 
to the Dawes Commission for identification 
as Mississippi Choctaws---- 


Power of attorney from Emma Clark to 
Grant Spradling 


Certificate of E. B. Birthcutt, M.D.<- 

Affidavits of Cud Horton and J. J. W. Coxe<- -------- -- 
Original application of William C. Cox, et al., 

to the Dawes Commissi«rs for identification as 
Mississippi Chootaws- 


Certificate of H. N. Goss as to the marriage of 
Willie Cox and Calista Jone8---~-~---~-----<---~--------- 


Original application of Nannie Northcutt, et 
al., to the Dawes Commission for identifica- 
tion as Mississippi Choctaws 


Power of attorney from Nannie Northoutt to 
T. P. Collingsworth- 


Certificate of E. B. Northoutt, M.D.- 

Original application of Thomas B. Hanks, et al., 
to the Dawes Commission for identification as 
Mississippi Choctaws 


Joint affidavit of C. C. Hanks and Armida F.Hanks 





Original application of Banie Guy, et al., 
to the Dawes Gommiesion for identification 
as Mississippi Choctawa------ Ss lelhahaialahatatatatatatatedetetatetetetetetateta 


Certificate of William Rupard, M.G,- 


Certificate of Howard Anderson, Clerk of Mont- 
gomery, Co. Court ob Wh vw bn ws clone br gn wo as sp Sn hahinh dh 
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Original application of Willie Hanks, et 
al., to the DawesCommission for identi- 
fication as Missigsippi Choctaws- 


Original application of Lucy Drake, et al., 
to the Dawes Commission for identification 
as Mississippi Choct aws- 


Power of attorney from Lucy Drake to C.C.Hanks- 
Certificate of M. J. Knox, M.D. 

Certificate of W. L. Bush, Notary Public 

Original application of Millie Ann Byrd, et al., 

to the Dawes Commission for identification as 
Mississippi Choctaws---------------------------- seen e- 
Power of attorney from Millie Ann Byrd to C.C.Hanks---- 


Certified copy of marriage record between 
W. L. Byrd and Millie A. Hanks 


Certificate of H. H. Stamper, M.D. 


Original application of Josie B. Guy, to the 
Dawes Commission for identification as a 
Mississippi Choctaw 


Original application of John C. Guy to the 
Dawes Commission for identification as a 
Mississippi Choctaw-- 


Original applicati@n of Lucy C. Townsend, et 
al., to the DawesCommission for identifi- 
cation as Mississippi Choct aws 


Certificate of Howard Anderson, Clerk of 
Montgomery County Court 


Certificate of William Rupert, M.G. 
Original application of Addie Stamper, et 
al.,, to the Dawes Commission for identifi- 
cation as Mississippi Choctaws 


Certified copy of marriage record between 
T. F. Stamper and Addie Hanks 


Certificate of J. W. Moore, M.G. 


ono } 


e 1 





to the Dawes Commission for identification | 
as Mississippi Choctaws 
Power of attorney from lydia lykine to C.C.Hanks 


Original application of Jacob aerpe at al., 


to the Dawes Commission for ident ification 
as Missise@eippi Choot awa--------------<4 





Power of attorney from Jacob Hanks, et al., 
to Georgie Hanks------- hacia teateiaaha dhe hahha hatha etal atte 


Certificate of L. D. Hoffman, M.D.- 
Certificate of Lk. D. 

Certificate of L. D. 
Certificate of L. D. Hoffman, M.D. 

Original application of Athey Barnes to the 
Dawes Commission for identification as a 
Mississippi Choctaw- 

Original application of Georgia Hanks to 
the DawesCommis@ on for identification 

as a Miseissippi Choctaw 


Copy of marriage certificate of Jacob Hangs and 
Florence V. Cook 


Original application of Lucinda Chaney, 
to the DawesCommission for identification 
as @ Mississippi Choctaw 


Certificate of W. S. Tutt, Clerk of 
Wolfe Co. Court 


Certificate of Fielding Hanks 

Affidavit of Sarah EB. Wilson 

Original application of Sarah Ann Alleman, 
et al., to the DawesCommission for identi- 
fication as Mississippi Choctaws 

Original application of. Mary Ellen Glass, 
to the DawesCommission for identification 
a6 a Mississippi Choctaw 

Original application of Alice Amyx, et 
al., to the Dawes Commission for identi- 
Lication as Mississippi Choctaws-----------------..-.-. 
Affidavit of E. F. Duff & William Hanks 


Affidavit of Rosaline Duff 


Original application of Boone Howard, et al., 





he —D . wion Tor identification as 
Mississippi Chootaws------------- a nae neennewe 


Certified oopy of marriage record between 
Boone Howard and Mary W. Rapp 


Original application of Henry M. Alleman, et al., 
to the Dawes Commission for identification 
as Mississippi Chootaws-----------. Sm oe an oa a 


‘hs 


f 
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Certified copy of marriage reecrd.as between 
Harry x. Al isman and Mo le Vs Wheeler--~-----------~~- 


Original application of Fred Allemia to the 
Dawes Commission for identification as 
@& Missiseippi Cheet gW=-< + ~~ <n een - wma Oo nee een ne enne --- 


Original application of Carrie Amyx to the 
Dawes Commission for identification as a 


Or iginal applitation of lydia Meadows, et al., 
to the Dawes Commission for identification 
as Mississippi Choctaws- 


Certified copy of marriage record between 
M. ¥. Meadows and Linda Johnson----------------------.- 


Original application of Elmira Hobbs, et al., 
to the Dawes Commission for identification 
as Missiesippi Choctaws 


Affidavit of Armida E. Hanks and Rosgaline Duff 


Original application of Louiss Smith to the 
Dawes Commission for identification as a 
Mississippi Choctaw 


Origin"l application of Frank Meadows, et al., 
to the Dawes Commission for identification as 
Mississippi Choctaws------- ee tw een eee nn enn ween 


Original application of Lousina Meadows, to 
the Dawes Commission for identification as 
@ Mississippi Choctaw 


Original application of Rebecca Roggs, et al., 
to the Dawes Commission for identification as 
Mississippi Chooctaws----------------- Perec en nn ------- 


Original application of Fielding Meadows, et 
al., to the Dawes Commission for identification 
a8 Mississippi Choctaws----------- Poe necenecenwnenn---e 


Copy of marriage reoord as between ¥F. T. Meadows 
and Nancy A. Parmer~ 


Original application of Madison Gyenter et 


al., to the Dawes Commission for ident 
tion as Mississippi Choctawse-------.-<-- 


ioca- 





Certified copy of marriage reoord hetween 
Madison Spencer and Frances. Peok-~----<- 


Original application of .Ida Stockdale, et al., 
to the Dawes Commission’ for identification 
as Megs teneaye ChOG tA WEa 5 He me nnn nem mn 


Marriage reoord betwoen Marous Stockfale , 
and Ida Belle Hobbe---+-~----------.- a eATne house enw === 1005 





Original application of Perry Cheatham, sr., to 
the Dawes Commission for identification as a . 
Mississippi Choctaw-------~.-...-.-... 2. Serer ew we enn 


Original application of Perry Cheatham, Jr., 
et al., to the Dawes Comissien for identifi- 
cation as Mississippi Choct aws--------~-...-..... “-<--- 


Joint affidavit of Meelissa Garrett, Nancy 
Garrett and 8. P. Redman---------. - 


Certified copy of marriage record between Perry 
Cheatham, Jr. and Nannie Taylor-------------.-.--__-._. 


Affidavit cof Perry Cheatham, Jr. 


Ietter of Robert W. Servise, Probate Judge, 
addressed to Mr. Cheatham 


Certified copy of marriage certificate of 
Perry Cheatham, Jr. and Addaline Whiteman 


Original application of Malinda Mitchell, et 
al., to the Dawes Commission for identif ica- 
tion as Mississippi Choctaws----- - 


Certified copy of marriage certificate between 
Blishe Mitchell and Malinda Cheat ham 


Original application of Harriet Doss, et al., 
to the Dawes Commission far identification 
as Mississippi Choctaws 


Certified copy of marriage certificate of 
James Thomas Slayback and Maria Cheat ham 


Certified copy of marriage certificate of 
John HM. Doss and Hattie Slayback 


Original application of Hattie Morrie, et al., 
to the Dawes Commission for identification 
as Mississippi Choctaws 


Application for marriage license between 
Albert Morris and Hattie Cheatham 


Copy of marriage reoord between Albert Morris 
and Hattie Cheathan 


Certificates of A. L. Brockman and J.R.Clark 


Certified copy of marriage certificate between 
Perry Cheatham and Addalint Whit eman 





Original application of David Cheatham, et al., 
to the Dawes Commission for identification 
as Mississippi Choctaws 


Certificate of John M. Shoemaker as to the 
marriage of Mary Vanhorn and David Cheat ham-- 
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Affidavit of P. Angustes Seart-— 


OGrigizsl en of Squire D. Cheatian te 
the Dawes & for idestifiesticen es a 
Missisippi Chceetar- 


Original spplicstica of John ¥. Cheatham, et al., 
te the Dawes Commicsicn for idestificatices as 
Wissiesippi Chectarves 








Marriage certificate between John WV. Chesthen 
an@d Eecretia C. Whit eme- 





Aff idewit of F. C. Jacksce- 


Certified copy of mmrriage certificate cf 
John Cheatham ead Louise C. VWhiterar-— 


Original epplicatie: cf F. C. Jacksan te the 
Dawes Commission for idextificatica as a 
Wississippi Chectar- 














Affidavit of David Cheathen-— 


Joint affidavit of J. VW. Red=uea, S?. Zedues 
acai B. fF. Wyatt 


Affidavit ef Gecry Doacvar- 
application of Charles H. Cheatham, et 


Origizal 
al., to the Dawes Commissics fe identificatica 
as Wississippi Choctass— 











Marriage record between Charles FT. Cheatham 
and Lizzie ®eéma2d-—- 


Original application cf Asgustes F. Cheathen, 
et al., te the Dawes Commissics for idati- 
Ticaticn as Wississigpi Chectass— 


Marriage certificate between Augustus F. 
Cheatham and DSith A. Cormelices— 


Original application cf Tvelize Large, et al., 
to the Dewes Comission for idestificestica as 


Wississippi Chectass- 


Certified ecopy of marriage certificate between 
x. A. large end Eve Cheather- 


Crigieaal eppliesticea of Bure Artic Cheethan, 
et al., te the Dewees Commiesicn for idestificaticn 


as Mississippi Choctans- 


Copy of order of County Court appoisting Willia= 
Jackson guerdies fer um Artie e=d Fleresce Elva 


Certificate of J. A. Silvers, Judge of Pfeb"t. Court-—— 


* 
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Joint affidavit of Allen Wright and Mrs. 
J. C. Jackson-- 


Certified copy cf marriage record between 
S. D. Cheatham ané Laura Shepherd------~.. Pdseunsoasncnee 


Original application of Annis Connely, et al., 
te the Dawes Commission for identification 
as Wississippi Choctaws- 


Original application of Addis Connely, et al., 
to the Dawes Commission for ident ification 
as Mississippi Choctaws 


Certificate of marriage between John L. 
Cemnely and A@die Cheatham 


Original application of Elbert Cheatham, to 
the Dawes Commission for identification as a 
Wississippi Chectaw----------------.-2-2 2 1109 


Certificate of marriage between Albert Cheatham 
and Emma Picker---------------------- 2-2 1113 


Original application of Hattie Cheatham to the 
Dawes Commission for identification as a Mis- 
sissippi Choctar 


Original application of Andrew C. Cheatham, to 


the Dawes Commission for ident ification as a 
Wississippi Choctaw 


Original application of Waldo P. Jett, to 
the Dawes Commission for ident ification as 
@ Mississippi Choctaw--------------------2- -2-- -- Le 1121 


Joint affidavit cf Mrs. Bettie Wyatt, James 
EH. Trimble, Sallie Hoffman, and J. T. Hoffman 


Original application of Charlie Jett, to the 
Dawes Commission for identification as a 
Mississippi Choet aw-------------~------------2 2 1126 


Letter of the Commission addressed to M.C.Jett 


Envelepe which contained letter addressed to 
H.C.B Jett 


Original application of Lou C. Pulkerson, et al., 
to the Dawes Comission for identification as 





Joint effidavit of Melissa Garrett, Albert Orear, 
Sallie Heffman and John T. Hoffman---------.. Pett tenes 


Certificate of Howard Andersen-----~--~-.---.-.-........__ 





-~si- 
Joint affidavit of Albert Greer and Jeaieh Oreer————— 
Affidavit of Henry Dencvan 
Original application «f Euam '~ wt al., 
to the Dawes Commission for an 
as Mississippi Choctess— 


Copy of marriage certificate between Greenberry 
Cheatham and Melvina Stoker 











Certificate of John MW. Campbell as te the 
marriage of Greenberry Chsathex ané Melvire Stoker—— 


Certified copy of marriage sertificste between 
James L. Turley and Emma D. Cheathan- 


Origin®l application of Willaem F. Cheatian, 
to the Dawes Commission for identification 
a8 & Mississippi Choctew- 





ee RE Ui 





Power of attorney from W. ¥. Cheatham 
to Mary Trimble------------------___ 





Sworn certificate of G. W. Grises, U.P. 
and Harry Soageér, i .D.----- amare 


Certified copy cf marriage certificate between 
W. F. Cheatham and Annie B. Hall 





oe GE 





Originel application of Annie RrayTield, 
et al., to the Dawes Commission for identi- 
fication as Mississippi Choctaws 





Sworn certificate of R. J. R. Tdal@en, M.D. 





Joint affidavit of Caroline Kennedy 
@nd Carrie Rye 





Ge BE 





Affidavit of Carrie Rye---------- 


Original application of Bertie S. Bragfisela, 
to the Dawes Commission for identification 
as a Mississippi Choctaw--- 





Original application of Lucian L. Cheatham, ot 
al., to the Dawes Commissien for iéentification 
as Mississippi Choctaws- 


Copy of marriage certificate between Greenberry 
Cheatham and Malvina Mann-- 


Affidavit of L. L. Chesthan 
Affidavit of J, M. Chian- 


Certified copy cof marriage record between 
L. L. Cheatham and Sallie A. Wolf 


Certificate of Jac. M. Campbell as to the 
marriage of Greenberry Cheatham anf Melvins Mase————— 
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craqnee® uations fen of Jennie ¥. pen | et = 
Dawes Coumiesion for identifi koa 
Wississippi Choetawe- eoce o 


Certifie’a copy of marri certificate between 
ml zg. Bwing and Jernie CQem~ mm meen « eon cow wns oe 


tg me eppliestion of Rva Bamonds, et al., 
Dawes Commied con for identification 
ae Wissiesippi Cheeta WO-< << < own ~ oo oe ws oe ee 


Certified —- of marriage certificate between 
John White and Bancy Ann Cheathan- 


Original application of Adelle White, to the 

Dawes Commission for identification as a 

Wiesissippi Choe taw---------------------------------- -- 1271 
Affidavit of Dr. Minnie C. Dunlap----- wor on eee see e eee 1275 
Affidavit of J. G. Purnish-------------------- eeececese 1276 
Original application of Omera Floyd lon, 


te the Dawes Commision for identification 
eas @ “Wissiessippi Choct am-----<--- 





Original eation of Carl long, to the 
fon for identification as a 


Certified copy of marriage ceritificate between 
James R. Long and Armilda Cheatham 


Original application of Eva Collier, et al., 
to the Dawes Commission for identification 
as “ississippi Choctaws 


Certified copy of marriage certificate between 
O. H. Collier and Eva Long 


Original epplication of John R. Cheatham, et 
al., to the Dawes Comsission for ident ification 
as Mississippi Choctavw-- 


Joint affidavit of Sallie Hoffman and 
John T. Hoffman;-and-Welissa Garrett 


Original application of Charles 4. Cheatham, 
et al., to the Dawes Commission for identifi- 


Certified copy of marriage record between 
Charles H. Cheatham and M. D. Ellison 


Original application of James W. Cheathan, 
to the Dawes Commission for identification 
as a Mississippi Choctaw---- --------—~ 
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Original application of Clifton R. Cheat han, 
et al., to the Dawes Commission for identification 
r ¥ | Mississippi Choo tawsq@n- --n00 meee n ew eee nn nee seene enee 1310 


Certified copy of marriage record between C. R. 
Cheatham and Pannie Richardson----=,~--.=.. 1318 


Certified cop of marriage record between John 
R. Cheatham and Martha J. Bvang----- 


Original application of Phoebe J. Rylander, 
et al., to the Dawes Commission for iden- 
tification as Mississippi Chootaws-----.. 


Original @pplicatidén of Annie May Withers, 
et al., to the Dawes Commission for identi- 
fication as Mississippi Choctaws 


Power of attorney from Annie May Withers to 
Mary Trimble 


Affidavit of John pD. Halt, M.D. 


Certified copy of marriage record between 
H. M. Withers and Annie M. Cheathan 


Original application of Edward R. Cheathan, 
to the Dawes Commission for identification as 
& Mississippi Choctaw 


Original application of Katie P. Ellison, to 
the Dawes Commission for identification as a 
Mississippi Choctaw 


Original apppliocation of Johhnie W. Cheatham, 
to the Dawes Commission for identification as 
& Mississippi Choctaw 


Certified copy of marriage record between 
J. H. Cheatham and BH. 3B. 'L 


Original application of Mary BE. Lanham, to 
the Dawes Commission for identification as 
@ Mississippi Choctaw 


Power of attorney from Mary E. Lanham to 
Mary Trimble 


Certificate of Cc, F. Darnell, M.D 
Affidavit of Mary EK. Lanham 





Origin®l application of Mary Trimble to the 
Dawes Commission for identification as a 
Mississippi. Choctaw 


Original application of Catherine Horner, et al., 
to the Dawes Commission for identification as 
Mississippi Chooctawe 
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Certified copy of marriage record between 
Isaac M. Horner and Catherines Lanham-- 


Certified copy of marriage license between 
William Lanham and Mary BE. Cheatham--- 


Original application of. John C. Tipton to the 
Dawes Commissig¢g for identification as a Mis- 
Siesippi Choctaw-------- oe eee nen ne nn ndnn----- wo----- 


Certified oopy of marriage certificate between 
James E. Tipton and Mary Cheat ham----+-------~.--...-.. 


Original application of Robert Firman Thompson, 
to the Dawes Commission for identification as 
@ Mississippi Choctaw 


Certified copy of marriage certificate between 
James H. Thompson and Nalinda Cheatham 


Original application of Jimmie Frank Wheeler, 
et al., to the Dawes Commission for identifi- 
cation as Mississippi Choctaws 


Certified copy of marriace certificate between 
A. F. Wheeler and F. Francis Thompson 


Original application of Edward E. Thompson, to 
the yes Commission for identification as a 
Missisbippi Choctaw- 


Original application of Mary P. Horner, 
to the Dawes Commission for identification 
as @ Mississippi Choctaw 


Original application of Bessie King, et al., 
to the Dawes Commission for identification 
as Mississippi Choct aws------------------- Renee wenn 


Certified copy of marriage record between 
Robert M. King and Bessie N. Cheat ham 


Original application of James H. Cheat ham, 
et al., to the Dawes Commission for identifioca- 
tion as Misstssippi Chootaws 


Original application of Amanda F, Cheatham, 
to the Dawes Commission for identification 
as a Mississippi Choctaw 





Original application of Nanoy Thomson, et al., 
to the Dawes Commission for for identification 
as Mississippi Choc taws------ Se ee me 


Joint affidavit of Melissa Garrett and 
Nancy Garrett-----------. Sm a ee ae ew orien 


Affidavit of Perry Cheat ham---~-----.--..----.....- onan 1427 





Certificate of Howard Anderan~ 


Joint affidavit of Sallie Hoffman, Melissa 
Gerrett and Hanoy Garrett-----.. 


Copy of reck Nae. Yreoord between James Thomsos 
and Nannie J. Cheat ham--+-+.-0..--.-..5..-------.----. 


JOint Affidavit of James H. Trimble, J; F. 
Hoffman, Sallie Hoffman, Ei M. MoCormack 
and XN. A. MoCormack----<«« 


Original appliostion of William F. Cheathan 
to the Dawes Commission for identification 
as @ Mississippi Choctaw-------~-.~--.~--------- ee 


Certificate of ©. F. 3S. Tate, M.D. 


Power of attorney from William Herman 
Cheatham to Mary Trimble 


Original application of MeCléiinna Cheat han, 
to the Dawes Commission for identification 
as a Mississippi Choctaw 


Original application of Sarah Brown et al., 
to the Dawes Commission for identification as 
Mississippi Choctaws 


Certified copy of Marriage certificate between 
James ¥. Brown and Sarah F. McKnabb 


Sertified copy of marriage certificate between 
Hamilton S. MoKnabb and Blizabeth Hanks 


Original application of Robert McKnabb, to 
the Dawes Commiasion for identification as a 
Mississippi Choctaw 


Power of attorney from Robt. McKnabb to 
Grant Spradling 


Original application of Fielding MoKnabd to the 
Dawes Commission for identification as a Mis- 
Sissippi Choctaw 


Original application of Minie McKnabb, to the 
Dawes Commiesion for identification as a Mis- 
Sissippi Choctaw 


Original application of Lena Ford, et al., 
e DewesCommission for identification 
as Mississippi Choctawa- 





Certified copy of marriage certificate between 
Martin Ford and Lena MoKnabb 





-37- 


Original application of Caroline Creeoh, to the 
Dawes Commission for identification as @ Mis- 
Sissipp! Choot aw----------- ~~ mwnsinsewmmen an cnnens---- - 


Original application of Clara E. Davis, et al,, 
to the Dawes Commission for identification as 
Mississippi Choctaws---------..-.~ Sa me 


Certified copy of marriage record between 
Leonard Cheatham and Brookie J, Morgane“-<------------ - 


Original epplication of John W. MoKnabb, et 
al., to the Dawes Commission for ident ifica- 
tion as Mississippi Choctaws 


Certified copy of order of County Court appointing 
James McKnabb as guardian for James William MoKnabb---- 


Certified copy of marriage certificate between 
James F. McKnabb and Louisa E. Lewis----- Tee een enn me 


Original application of Wilburn Harper, et al., 
to the Dawes Commission for identification as 
Mississippi Choctaws 


Communication from Wilburn Harper addressed to 
the Commission 


Certified copy of marriage record between 
Reuben Harper and Mariah Low 


Certificate of Thomas FH. Righter 


Communication from Wilburn Harper addressed to the 
Commi ss ion 


Certified copy of marriage record between 
Willard Harper and Anna Poelma 


Affidavit of Frank A. Lutz------------...-- Penna nncen 
Original application of Susan Crary, et al., 

to the Dawes Commission for identification 

as Mississippi Choctaws- 


Certified copy of marriage record between 
Arthur B. Crary and Sue Barter 


Certified copy of deoree of divorce in the 
case of Susan C. Barter vs. George Barter 





Cer . so 5 STI, ou y The --<-<-<=<= ——= 
Certificate of Joseph L. Lay, Clerk 6f 00. Court- 
Original application of Louis Harper, et al., 


to the Dawes Commission for identification 
as Mississippi Choctaws----- alae eater deal te eaetadetedad Seomnsane 


Communication from Louis Harper addressed to the 
Commi 8s ion-----------~.~--~ “----- eee e enw ene seen an oeneee 
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Certified oopy of marriage record between 
Louis Harper and Bunice J. Wilson----- 


Original application of John Harper to the 
Dawes Commission for identification ae a 
Mississippi Choctaw------~--....... 


Certified copy of marriage certificate between 
John Harper and Louisa Lord-- 


Original applic&tion of Mattie Mccarrick, et al., 
to the Dawes Commis on for identification as 
Mississippi Choctaws 


Affidavit of Dora Barter 
Affidavit of Kuma V. Mungon 


Original application of Louisa Wiedey, et al., 
to the Dawes Commission for identification 
as Mississippi Choctaws 


Copy of application for marriage license, certified 
copy of marriage license and certificate of marriage 
between Fred Wiedey and Louisa Barter 


Original application of Victor H. McCarriok, 
to the Dawes Commisaion for identification 
as a Mississippi Choctaw-----------. Omen nn ne nnn nn--e 


Affidavit of Mrs. S. Crary 

Affidavit of Mre. Emma V. Munson 
Original application of Sarah Drolte, to 
the Dawes Commission for identification 
as a Mississippi Choctaw 


Certified copy of marriage certificate between 
Reuben Harper and Mariah Low------------------------.-- 


Original application of Lewis William Drolte, 
et al., to the Dawes Commission for identifi- 
cation as Mississippi Choctaws 


Certified oo Ry of marriage record between 
te 


lewis W. Dro and Lucy A. Kuhns 

Original application of Maggie D. Lauver, et al., 
to the Dawes’ Commission for identification as 
Mississippi Chootaws- 





Certificate of J. R. Gicker as to the marriage 
of Henry W. Drolte and Sarah Yough----------.-.....--.-. 1551 


Certificate of J. R. Gicker as to the marriage 
of Jacob Youch and Sarah Harper----- 


Certificate of William Green as to the marriage 
of John H. Leauver and Maggie D. Drolte--HS- 


“ 





certified copy of marriage record between 
John H, Lauver and Maggie D. Drolte-- 


Original application of Nettie May Herp, et al., 
to the Dawes Commission for identification as 
Mississippi Chooctawg-------- ee a em a ot en 


Certificate of R.A, Campbell, Probate Judge, 
Reno County, Kansas- 


Marriage record between George Herp. and 
Rettie M, Droite-~-<...---- emis 


Original application of Annie Robberts, et al., 
to the Dawes Commisa on for identification as 
Mississippi Choctaws 


Certificate of J. S. Granger, P.J. as to the 
marriage of W. M. Robberts and Annie Drolte 


Power of attorney from Mrs. Annie Robberts t 
William M. Robberte------------~--..-------..------_- 


Certificate of Dr. B. E. Grove 

Affidavit of Mre. Annie Robberts 

Original application of Fred Drolte, et al., 
to the Dawes Commission for ideutification 
as Mississippi Choctaws 


Certificate of Eld. Perry Carpenter as to the 
marriage of Fred J. Drolte and Annie Ent------------... 


Original application of “illiam P. Harper, et 
al., to the Dawes Commission for identification 
as Mississippi Choctaws 


Affidavit of William Harper 


Certified copy of marriage certificate between 
William P, Harper and Eligabeth C. Ware 


Original application of William B. Harper, et 
al., to the Dawes Commission for identification 
as Mississippi Choc taws- 


Certified copy of marriage record between 
James B. Harper and Hannah Vonvain------------.- <aeeene 


Certificate of Chas. C. Greiner, Clerk of Co. 





Barah ROus@=9-<--- nn nnn wwnes cnc n mene eee e nn nnn nnn nn sen 1589 


Certificate of Chas, C. Greiner, Clerk of Co. 
Court as to the marriage of R. P. Harper 
and Sarah Rouse~--+-<-+0-+~---~-.----..------------.---- 1590 


Original application of Guy G. Harper, to the 
Dawes Commission for identification as a 
Mississippi. Choctaw-- 
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Original application of Lewis B. Harper to the 
_ “Dawes Commission for identification as a Mis- 
" @iseippi Choo taw---------------~.- ay 


Original application of William H. Johnston, to 
the Dewes Commission for identification as a Mis- 
Sissippi Choctaw--- 


Original application of Mary Jane Johnséon, 
to the Dawes Commission for identification 
as @ Mississippi Choctaw 


Original application of Elvira A. Johnston to the 
Dawes Commission for identification as a Mis- 
Sissippi Choctaw--------. ee enero n- 


Certificate of Chas. C. Greiner as to the mar- 
riage of Alexander W. Johnston and Sarah E.F.Harper---- 


Certificate of Chas. C. Greiner, Clerk of Co. 
Court as to the marriage of Reuben Harper and 
Sarah Rouse 


Original application of Fveline Kerwocd, et 
al., to the Dawes Commission for identification 
as Mississippi Choctaws 


Certificate of Chas. E. Opel as to the marriage 
of Baldwin C. Harper and Martha Barnes 


Original application of John R. F. Kerwood, et 
al., to the Dawes Commission for identification 
as “Mississippi Choctaws 


Certified copy of marriage certificate between 
Robert Kerwood and Bule A. Ball 


Original application of Catherine Cormican, et 
al., to the Dawes Commission for identification 
a8 Mississippi Choctaws--------~---~----~-~-.----.------ 1620 


Original application of Hattie Jones, et al., 
to the Dawes Commission for identification 
as Mississippi Choctaws---------.--- Rett eee ene nn nwe 


Original application of Caroline Moore, et al., 
to the Dawes Commission for identification as 
Mississippi Choctawe------------.... aaah erhaealatateat te eteta te 


Original application of Samuel @. Kerwood, 
et al., to the Dawes Commission for identifica- 


tion as Mississippi Choctaws~--~--~~-~.-..~.............. 


Certificate of M. M. Wildman as to the marriage 
od Samuel G. Kerwood and Lottie M, Mason--------~------- 








Original applioation of Laura B, Kerwood, to 
the Dawes Commission for identification as 
@ Mississippi Choctaw---~------- = he 
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Original application of Joho Harper to the 
Dawes Commission for identification as a 
Mississippi Choctaw-----~~.~.~.--..----.--........----. ~ 


Original applicati on of Richard T. Harper, et 
&l., to the Dawes Commission for identification 
as Mississippi Choctaws--------.--- cee eenn 


Certified copy of marriage certificate between 
A. T. Harper and Clara B. Koonts-------------.~-.....-. 


Certified copy of letter of Conservatorship 
issued by Jerre Mathews, Clerk of Co. Court 
to Richard T. Harper 


Certificate as to the marriage of R. /\T. Harper 
and Clara B. Koonts 


Affidavit of Almide Harper 

Affidavit of Lorah B. Mayer 

Original application of Annie Acton, et al., 

to the Dawes Commission for identification 

as Mississippi Choctaws------ aaa aaa at eleteleietatate 
Certificate of X. FP. Beidler as to the marriage 
of James W. Acton and Annie Harper, and certi- 
fied copy of marriage reoord between James W. 
ActZon and Annie Harper 

Affidavit of Marv E. Hickman 

Affidavit of William H. Rigdon 

Joint affidavit of C. R. Oglesby and A. k. Rigdon 
Original application of Frank Harper, et al., 

to the nawes Cokmission for identification 

as Mississippi Choctaws 


Certificate as to the marriage of Franklin 
Harper and Martha J. Turley------- ween e~ eres ere enn ene 


Original application of Chester Harper, et al., 
to the Dawes Commission for identification as 
Mississippi Choctaws- 


Certificate as to the marriage of Chester Harper 
and Leona Rowe--~ 





Certific 





and America Rigdon--~------- Tete e nm meen enn mewn = eee 


Original application of Didama Harper, to the 
Dawes Commission for identification as a Mis- 
Sissippi Choctaw---~---~--..-s2..-..-- 2... oe em me 1676 


Certificate as to the marriage of John Harper 
and America Bigdon~~--------~-----+~-~-« trem t ress eteteatetelad 1680 
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Original application of Laura B. Mayer, et al., 
to the Dawes Commission for identification as 
Missiesippi Choctawsa-----~------------~-.~...--.~--.-..-- 


Certificate, as to the marriage of Fred G. Meyer 
and Lorah B. Acton- 


Joint affidavit of William G. Rienefeldt and 
Mre. Almedia Harper----------------~.~~-~..~--.----.-.-- 


Original’application of Francis C. Acton, 
to the Dawes Commission for identification 
a6 @ Mississippi Choctaw------ Om rn wee tem mn wwe nan 1687 


Affidavit of Elisabeth HE. Harper 1692 
Affidavit of Levi Cassity 


Original application of Lee R. Acton, to the 
Dawes Commission for identification as a Mis- 
siesippi Choctaw-------- Ome meme nm een eee ee 1694 


Original application of Sam Harper, to the 
Dawes Commission for identification as a 
Mississippi Chootaw 


Original application of Nay Putnam, et al., 
to the Dawes Commission for identification 
as Mississippi Chootaws 


Certificate as to the marriage of Wm. Alexander 
McClintock and Ida May Harper-----------.-------------- 1708 


Certified copy of marriage record between 
Ralph W. Putnam and Mamie McClintock----- We ree en ene wenn 


Certified copy of marriage certificate between 
William Harper and Capandra Romine 


Affidavit of Mrs. May Putnam 

Original application of Katie. B. Cadwell, et 
al., to the Dawes Commission for identification 
a8 Mississippi Choctaws 


Certificate as to the marriage of William Harper 
and Rebecca Rider----- Se 


Certificate as to the marriage of Geo. F. 
Cadwell and Katie B. Harper 





Joint affidavit of P. HN. Lewis and Rebecca Lewis 
Affidavit of Katie B. Cadwell---+--+------..---------.- 
Original application of Frank J. Harper, et al., 


to the Dawes Commission for identification as 
Mississippi Choo taws<--------9an--sen tenn en neem ewes enn 1726 


ee 
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Certificate of John J. Glennon as to the 
marriage of Frank J. Harper and Mary Carabine 


Original application of Chas. F. Harper 
al., to the Dawes Commission for ident ifica- 
tion as Mississi ppi Choc tawS-<-<<«<<--<-<------- ener enn~ 1731 


Certificate as to the marriage of Charles F. 
Harper and Ellen B. Bokles 


Affidavit of Charles H. Harper----- weer een nee n nn 


Original application of Dora Fleming, et al., 
to the Dawes Commission for identification 
as Mississippi Choctaws 


Certified copy of marriage record between 
Schuyler C. Fleming and Dora Harper 


Original application of Raymond %. Harper, to 
the Dawes Commissicn for identification as a 
Mississippi Choctaw 


Original application of Maurice Albert Harper, 
et al., to the Dawes Commission for identification 
as Mississippi Choctaws 


Original application of Aley F. Harper, to ths 
Dawes Commission for identification as a Mis- 
BSissippi Choctaween enn n nnn nnn nnn mm em ewe nen neem nnn nn nra= 


Original application of Chester CG. Harper, et al., 
to the Dawes Commisa@ on for identification as 
Mississippi Choctaws 


Certificate as to the marriage of Chester 
Harper and Pearl Wetzhiemer 


Original application of Pansy E. Munson, 
to the Dawes Commission for identifioca- 
tion as a Mississippi Choctaw 


Certificate as to the marriage of Lewis 0. 
Munson and Pansy E. Harper 


Original application of Ida F. Redick, to 
the Dawes Commission for identification 
as a Mississippi Choctaw 


Certified copy of marriage certificate between 





Blmer C. Redick and Ida KE. Harper 


Original application of Richard Harper, et al., 
to the Dawes Commission for identification as 
Mississippi Choctawsa~----------- cheese 


Certificate as to the marriage of Riohare Harper 
and Alice Harperennnn-n enn nen e nnn essere een ren ncn enam 
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Certificate as to the marriage of William Harper 
and Rebecoa Rider-<---~------~ Pe mwmnwaree Heme cence weenne -- 


Original application of Christina H. Knapp 
et al., to the. Dawes Commission for identifica- 
tion as Miselseippi Choct aws---------------------- ----- 


Certificate a6 to the marriage of John S. Knapp 
and Christena Harper-+ 


Original application of George W. Harper to 
the Dawes Commission for identification as 
@ Mississippi Chootaw 


Original application of Jennie Atchison, et al., 
to the Dawes Commission for identification as 
Mississippi Choctawa 


Gertified copy of marriage record between 
Elmer Atchison and Jenny Harper 


Certificate as to the mrriage of Wm. Harper 
and Rebecca Rider-------~------------ Sew cmeenas secceee=- 


Original application of Walter Harper, to the 
Dawes Commission for identification as a Mis- 
Sissippi Chootaw---~-< 


Original application of Fdward M. Knapp, et al., 
to the Dawes Commission for identification as 
Mississippi Choctaws 


Certified copy of marriage record between 
Rdward M. Knapp and Ceoily Flynn---------- Somme nennnHH= 


Original application of Hiram H. Knapp, to the 
Dawes Commission for identification as a Mis- 
Sissippi Choc taw-«--~------n--nn nee nen ne eee ~~ == = 1805 


Original application of Piedey R. Atchison, to 
the Dawes Commission for identification as ea 
Mississippi Choctaw 


Original application of Montford M. Harper, to 
the Dawes Commission for identification as a Mis- 
Sissippi Chootaw 


Original application of Leonidas A. Harper, et 
al., to the Dawes Commission for identification 
as Mississippi Choctaws satin nde helenerhe ae natertenteeate de etentereteeden 





Gertified copy. of marriage record between 
L. A, Harper and Georgie Newoll----~--- 


Original application of Samué} H.. Harper, et al., 
to the Dawes Commission for identification 
as Missiasipp1 Cho oct awe-----++--- 0 --6-6nsnmn new nnn nnn 
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Certified oopy of marriage record between 
8. H. Harper and Lula Moore-<--------- aeneene 


Original application of William L. Harper, et 
al., to the Dawes Commission for identification 
as Mississippi Chootaws-----------------«.<< Some nannee-e 


Certified copy of marriage record between 
Wm. W. Harper and Mary FE. Evans------<--+---+----------- 1832 


et 
Certified copy of marriage record) between 
William L. Harper and Lelia Fllison-----------..-.... -- 1833 


Certificate as to the marriage of William W. 
Harper and Mary E. Evans 


Original application of Arthur C. Harper to the 
Dawes Commission for identification as a Nis- 
Sissippi Choctaw 


Marriage record between Arth r C. Harper 
and Addie Lee Brown 


Original application of FKdward J. Harper, et 
a@l., to the Dawes Commission for identifioation 
as Mississippi Choctaws 


Certificate as to the marriage of Fdward J. Harper 
and Lizzie Shore 


Affidavit of Nancy E. Harper 


Affidavit of Leonia Shore 


Affidavit of A. J. Shore 


Original application of Florence C. Harper, to 
the Dawes Commisd on for identification as a Mis- 
sissippi Choctaw- 


Original application of John ¥, Harper, to the 
Dawes Commission for identification as a Mis- 
Sissippi Choctaw 


Certificate as to the marrenee of John F. Harper 
and Grace B. Sparks«-- 


Original application of Bessie Yeargain, to 
the Dawes Commission for identification as 





Original application of James H. Harper, et al., 
to the Dawes Commission for identification as 
Mississippi. Choct aws- ~-------------~------- iether 


Certificate as to the marriage of Janes H. Harper 
and Henrietta LeMaster widen epne 
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Original application of Mary 4% Gaffney, to 
the Dawes Commission for identification as 
@ Mississippi Choctaw----~-- 


Certificate as to the marriage of Peter Gaffney 
and Mary Rllen Harper-----~--------- Set rene eee new enn ne 


Original application of Loretta G,. Rickords, et al., 
to the Dawes Commission for identification as Mis- 
Sissippi Choctaws-~-----------------....-..-..- <2 = 


Certificate as to the marriage of Spencer 8. 
Rickord and Lorett G. Harper-------------~-.---------- -- 


Original application of George A. Harper, to 
the Dawes Commission for identification as a 
Mississippi Chooctaw- 


Certificate as to the marriage of Montford Harper 
and Libbie Lyons------------------------ ween nen n--- == 


& 
Certificate as to the marriage of Samuel Harper 
and Wary Ann Cartmill-------------- wa wer em een enw nn nn 


Affidavit of L. K. Seroggin 

Certificate of X. F. Beidler and Donald McCormick 
Affidavit of Easer Jane Buckles--------------~--------.. 
Affidavit of John Buokles- 

Original application of John Clifton Harper, 

et al., to the Dawes Commission for identifi- 


cation as Mississippi Choctaws------ er enw en nen enn 


Marriago record between J. C. Harper and 
Mary Prince 


Original application of Annie Z. Harper, to 
the Dawes Commission for identification as 
a Mississippi Choctaw- 


Certified copy of marriage record between 
M. T. Harper and Louesa A. Harper---~+-+--------------.-. 


Commission to take the deposition of Peter Manley 





Caption to deposition of Peter Manley~---------.~------. - 
Direot interrogatories propounded to Peter Manley--~---- 
Cross interrogatories propounded to Peter Manley~------ 


Certificate of H. Clay MoKee--«+----+---..------ Ta a tale 


Envelope which contained deposition of Peter Manley--+-- 
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Commission to, take deposition of Katie Fletcher--- 
Caption to deposition<<--<-<------- qn none wenn nn nnn 
Direot interrogatories propounded to Katie Fletoher---- 
Cross interrogatories propounded to Katie Pletcher 
Certificate of H. Clay McKee----~--- Seow ewe een ere nen= ~ 
Envelope which contained deposition of Katie Fletcher-- 
Commission to take deposition of Charles Craig 

Caption to deposition of Charles Craig 

Direct interrogatories propounded to Charles Craig 
Cross interrogatories propounded to Charles Craig 
Certificate of T. J. Upton 

Envelope which contained deposition of Charles Craig--- 
Commission to take deposition of North Hill---------.- -- 
Caption to deposition of North Hill 

Direct interrogatories propounded to North Hill 

Cross interrogatories propounded to North Hill 
Certificate of Thomas Fennell 

Envelope which contained deposition of North Hill 
Commissicn to take deposition of John Lewis 

Caption to deposition of John Lewis 

Direct interrogatories propounded to John Lewis-------- 
Cross interrogatories propounded to John Lewis 
Certificate of E. A. Newman 


Envelope which contained deposition of John Lewis------ 





Certificate of BK. A, Newman- 
Commission to take deposition of Lydia bur 


Caption to d@position of Lydia Burkes---~-+-4--------- 


Direot interrogatories prepounded to lydia Burke- 





~48~- 


Cross interrogatories propounded to lydia Burké---<---+- 

Blank coertificate+---++<-<.---.--+-- Se a me ee a arth 
Envelope chic} contained deposition of lyats Burke-+--- 
Commission to take deposition of ‘Polly Ridgeway-----~-- 
Caption to deposition of, Polly Ri dgewey'en=emerndennn-=— 
Direot interrogatories propounded to Polly Ridgeway---- 
Cross interrogatories propounded to Pelly Ridgeway----- 
Certificate of Americus C. Dunaway--- 


Envelope which contained deposition of 
Polly Ridgeway 


Commission to take deposition of Robert Cass----------- 
Caption to deposition of Rebert Cass--~----~-~.-~---.--- 
Direct interrogatories propounded to Robert Cass 

Cross interrogatories prepounded to Robert Cass 
Certificate of Americus C. Dunaqway---~----------.~------. 
Envélope which contained deposition of Robert Cass----- 
Commission to take deposition of Charles Craig-------- - 
Caption to deposition of Robert Craig 

Direot interrogatories propounded to Robert Craig------ 
Cross interrogatories propounded to Robert Craig- 
Certificate of T. J. Upton----- Heme nnn mewn awne ~ 
Envelope which contained deposition of Charles Craig--- 
Commission to take deposition of John Buckles---------- 
Caption to deposition of John Ruckles-- 


Direct interrogatories propounded to John Buckles---+-- 


Certificate of Frank L, TORLI RED R<sHea n Cowes yn eens or nee 
Bnvelope which contained the deposition of 


John Buokile rn ee et ee at ett ne on ae a eat ie he ge oe ed in nt en 


Commission to take deposition of R@ther:Jane Buokles--- 


2 i 
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Caption to deposition of Rather Jane Buckles-~---------- 


Direct iiterrogateries: propounded to 
Esther Tene Bake Gases hier oe ch no“ Sane er eters enn nee 


Cross Latertogatorien: ‘propounded to 
Rather Jane. deems? at ea a a obec aa aa 


Certificate of rank f. Tomlins0n------~---<--<--------= 


Envelope which contained deposition of 
Esther Jahe Buckleg------------ “+ 


Commission to take deposition of Leonard K. 
Scroggin-- Pen Oa eee a 


Caption to deposition of Leonard K. Scroggin 


Direct interrogatories prevepaies to Leonard K. 
Serogg in 


Cross anhernpgator ies propounded to Leonard K. 
Scrooge inw------ -- <0 <n nn --- nn mmm e eee nen eee enn ne aha 


Certificate of Frank L. Tomlinson-------- meee rene wenn 
Envelope which uae st deposition of Leonard 
Decision of the Gesilid to thn ouruat ine the applica- 


tions in the consolidated case of Jasper Chambers, 
et al., for identification as Mississippi Choctawsa----- 


-“o00- 








Departasnt of the Interler. 
Comission bach the Pive Civiliaed Tribes, 


Muskog@é, I. Ts, May aba 1902; 
wee we we QO Gowen wean 


In the matter of the application of Jasper Chambers 


the idaerntifie ation ef himpelf as a Mississippi Choctaw. 


8. Heard attorney for applicant. 


Jasper Chambers being first dwly sworn testified as fodle 


lows: 


ODOBGLOHLAO 


Exeminatien by the Commission: 


What is your name? A. Jasper Chambers, 

What is your age, Mr, Chambers? A - Seventy-three, 

What is your post effice address? A Izoro. 

What state? A State of Texas, 

How long have you lived there? A I moved to Texas in 1874. 
And you lived there since then have you? A Yes sir. 

Where were you born? A State of Keptuaiy's Montgomery County. 


How long @1d you live in. Kentucky? . A Liyed there until--- 
I cant tell you right ow the date I did leave there, but I gan 
tell you I’ left there just. before the. war a little while. 

You left there before the:war? A Yes sir. 

And went where?’ A To Missouri. 

And from Misgeuri to Tegan? A Prom 4 swourt I went to Arkan- 
sas. 

And then to Texas?” x” Yes sir. 

Is your father living? A No sir, 

Is your mother living? A My mother is dead. 

What was your fathér's mame? A Joel Chambers. ; 
What Was your mather’s name? A Lucinda Chambers. 3 , 
Through whieh parent do you olaim Choctaw blood? A I claim | 
it through my mo 

How: » Choctat pod do you elaim? A Well, my mother's 
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iy @ Tull blooded Tudian. 
Ww mich ap you claim? A Well, I reoken, if IT understand how 
ton peer that wold make me about a fourth; it would be a 
your mother ever been recogriized: in any way or enrolled’ as 


‘a member of: the Chootaw tribe of Indians. by. the Choctaw tSipal 


authorities or by the United States author: ties in Indien ters, 
ritory?. A Wo sir. = feX pay 


eet 
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Are you married now? A Yes sir. 

Wife living? A Yes sir. 

What is her name?. A Elizaheth, 

Is she a Choctaw Indian or @ whtte woman? A She's a white 
Woman » 

You make no claim for your wife then? A No sir. 

Is Elizabeth Chambers your second wife? A Yes sir, 

Have you any children‘ by her? A Yes sir. 

Have you any children by the second wife under twenty-one years 
of age? A No sir. 

Have you any children by your first wife under twenty-one? 
All I have got ia over fifty. 

You have none under twenty-one? A None under twenty-ene, 
What was the name of your first wife? A Her name was Susan. 
Is she dead now? A She's dead. 

Have you any ohildren under twenty-one years of age and unmar- 
ried? A No sir, 

Is your name on any of the tribal rolls of the Choctaw Nation 
in Indian Territory? A No sir, never made any application, 
Have you ever made application for citizenship in the Choctaw 
Nation to the Dawes Commission undor the act of Congress of 
June 10, 1896? A Wo sir, I have never made any application 
for citizenship. 

You have never made any application to the Choctaw Nation? 

No sir. 

Thia is the first application you have ever made to any au- 
thority whatever? A Yes sir, it is; that's the truth. 
Never been admitted to the Choctaw Nation as a citizen by any 
authority whatever? A No sir. 

Do you now come before the Commission to be identified asa 
“ississippi Choctaw claiming under article fourteen of the 
treaty of 1830? A Yes sir, 

Do you understand that article of that treaty? A TI. don't 
know that I do Judge. 


The treaty of 1830 was made between the United States 
government ond the Choctaw Indians at a place in Mississippi 
called Dancing Rabbit Creek on the 27th day of September, of 
that year. The object of the treaty was to remove all of the 
Choctaw Indians who livedin the old Choctaw Nation from that 
old Choctaw Nation to the Indian Territory. Before the treaty 
was signodit became known that a good many Indians would re- 
fuse to go to the Choctaw Nation, Indian Territory, and in 
order to protect the inter. ets of those Indians who refused to 
go to the Choctay Nation, Indian Territory, article fourteen 
was put into the treaty of 1830. Wow, that article is as 





"Each Choctaw head pf « fomily being desirous to remain 
and become a citizen of the states shall be permitted to 
do so, by signifying his intention to the Agent within 
eix months from the ratification of this treaty, and he 
or she shall. thereupon be entitled to a reservation of 
one section of six hundred and forty acres of land, to be 
bounded by seetional lines of survey; in like manner 
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shall be entitled to one half thet quantity for each un- 
married ohild which is living with him over ten years of 
age}; and a quarter section to such child as may be under 
ten years of aga, to adjoin the lecation of the parent, 
If they reside upon gaid lands intending to become citi- 
zens of the states fer five years after the ratification. - 
of this treaty, in that case, a grant in fee simple shall 
issue; said reservation shall inelude the present im- 
provement of the: head of the family, or a portion of it. 
Persons who ¢laim under this article shall not lese the 
privilege of ‘a Choctaw citizen but if they ever remove 
are not entitled to any portion of the Choctaw annuity," 


Now you understand that don't you? A I think go, 

Do you know if any of yéur Choctaw moestors complied with the 

provisions of that article? A No sir, I cant say that TI do, 
know that my erandfather<--I don't think he has ever been in 

the Nation. 

What is the name of your ancestor that you claim through now? 

John Harper, 

What was his relationship to you? A He's my mother's grand- 

father. 

Your great-grandfather? A Yes sir, my great-grandfather. 

How much Choctaw blood did he have? A He was said to be full 

blood; that's what I have been taught; I couldn't say. that he 

was; only whet f have been taught--told by my father and my 

mother. 

Did be live in Mississippi in 18350? A Yes sir, he moved from 

Mississippi to xentucky. 

And did he have a family of children in Mississippi in 1830? 

I don't expect he had, from the fact that in 1830---it's my 

opinion that he was then a citizen of Kentucky. He left that 

country and settled in Kentucky in Montgomery: County near Mt. 

Sterling; there's where my grandfather and grandmother married; 

my grandmother's name was Tydia Harper, 

Was that the wife of John Harper? A No sir, John Harper's 

daughter; my greategrandfather's daughter, 

What was her husband's name? A Pielding Yanks, 

Now give me the name of any ancestor of yours who had Choctaw 

blood and lived in Mississippi in 1830 in the old Choctaw Na- 

tion and who was the head of a family there then? A I don't 

believe I could do that. 

Did any of your Choctaw ancestors live in Mississippi after 

John yarper went from Mississippi to Kentucky? A Not that I 

know of. I only know---Now I sew oné of my grandmother's broth= 

ers sinee I can remenber; J saw him and he could talk Indian he 
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Well, you lived in Kentucky? A I was raised there. 

You were born seventy-three years agé? A Yes, May 8, 1829, 

Now your father was living where when you were born, in Kentueky 

Yes sir, 

And mether of course was there? A Yes sir. 

And how Leng had thay lived in Kentuaky when you were born? 

weet. they had not lived there a great while; my father was from 
nnessee, , 
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article fourteen of the trea 


esve? me: Yee pe 
ign ne fenneenee or 
OMERY, Kene 
i mee A Hever Lived in 


ef Sorbie whi eb parent, father 


oe Zding. 

é she erates reeled Herabne ‘Hanks’ oy’. Sieing Hanks! wife? 

rhrowgh Fielding soy wite, 

Sie Maulana grat through Yer mother whe married Pielding 
' sir 

pia ie seers hive’ in Mississippi? A Lydia Henke? 

Yes? A Wo wir, X don't think she did. 

Sw Claimed through John Nerper? A Yee pir, 


.And. John Her per. ued to live in Wssiesipp?, but went to what. 


etate? A. Kentuo 


‘Béfore 1830? A Aa oir. 


Tn what year did John Harper go from Vississippi to Kentucky? » 
t. ol, mst tell you now what ef stateer---I gan only state that 
WF height, ghey ob ypr ial John Harper, way said to be full blase 
Indien. and lived onde in reggae ye 
And sometime previous to the yew 1830?9A Yes sir, sometime pres 
vious to the: year 1830,: 
Was he margied when he Jivad in Uiwsissippi? A 1 couldntt 
tell you whether he was married there or whether he was not, 
Did any of your Cheotaw atiosatora claim any Land or own any 
land in’ the o14 Gheotar rea min -o-) adh ae or Alabama under 
Of 18307... I couldn't tell 

Jou, 
Did. any éf y our Choctaw anice stores own any inprovyemente: onland 
in Wisaigeipi of Alebam in the ola thotter Nation in 1830? 
cee, % tell you thaty.I want to ted nothing only what I 

Wa 
When your Chootew arivestors ‘Yont. ‘from Miswdned ppt they went to 
Kentuoky? A Yen #ir, 
They didnt gd to the. Tndian erritory? .\ Yo’ sir, they never 
went there, 


Did any of your Choa taw ancestors ever come from the old Choctaw 

shoe sali the Choatam. mega oe ‘ie after + 

i any of your atom, at ae within. ter the 

patifivation: ‘er the treaty Pa eit ae States Ine 
+ 


Indians Territor A Not that I know of. 


dian Agent» Ler marke t then wm ted to. etay 
in utsaissdppt Sis tank thee hth coe ae of. et 
atates? © .A vet siden th soar thet yoorren w they: 


, remained there, my grandfathe 








ratification of the treaty, and tell him that they wm ted to 
stay in Mississippi, take land there and become citizens of 
the states. A good many Chocter Indians did this whose names 
Colonel Ward negelected to put upon his list known ag Ward's 
Register, His neglect to do so caused a good many Indians 
who had land in asissippi upon which they had improvements, 
to lose both their land and their improvements; both were 
taken from them by the government and sold at its public iand 
sales. This caused so many complaints among the Choctaw In- 
dians that in 1837, by an act approved March 3rd of that year, 
a Commission was appointed by Congress; this Commission went 
to Mississippi and heard claimants under article fourtecn of 
the treaty of 1830. In 1842 another Commission was appointed 
by Congress for the same purpose; this Commissionalso went to 
Mississippi and heard claimants under article fourteen of the 
treaty of 1830, 


Do you know if a of your Choctaw ancestors went before either 
of these two Co ssions and claimed any benefits as Choctaw 
Indians? A No sir, I don't know, 

Did any of your Choctaw ancestors receive any serip from the 


government whith entitled them to select land either in Mise- 
rebar aod Alabema, Louisiana or Arkansas, which scrip was isgued 


to take the pluce of land which these ancestors had previously 
held in Mississippi or Alabame and which the government had 
taken from them and sold? A I dontt know; I couldn't tell 
you. 


This scrip was issucd under the act of Congress approv- 
ed August 23, 1842. 


Nave you any relatives who have been before the Commission to 
be identified as Mississippi Choctaws? A Yes sir. 

Who have you had? A W. ¥F, Chambers. 

What does W. stand for? A His name is Williem ¥F. 

Do you remember the date when your son William F. Chanbors 
came before the Commission? A No sir, I dont, Well it was 
in this year I think, 

It was in Mey was it? A Yes sir, I think it was. 

Do you want the records in his case considered with your case? 
I reckon so. 


The case of William ¥. Chambers, MC R 5525, is here 
referred to for the purpose of consolidation. 


Now in his testimony at that time he said that John Harper was 
your great-grandfather; that's right is it? A That's oorrect. 





Now the question was asked him: Did he live in Mississippi or 
Alabama in the old Choctaw Nation and did he have a family 
there then; his answer was: "I was told he lived there and had 
m children there then."? A Well, he was just simply mistaken. 
Then the question was asked afterwards if his great+great-grand- 
father, John Harper, was the head of a family in Mississippi in 
18350, and he answered "That is my understanding"? A TI 
eduldn't tell you whether he wasor not; whether he lived there 
at the head of a family then or not I eduldn't say, but I) know 


Oh’ OR 
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ac enion was ap in fae Congress} this 6 r] 
to euigadpy? and heard claimants under article | 
the treaty of. 2 . In 1842 another Comaission was ap 
by Congress for: the same purpose} this Commizsiornalso: went 
Mississippi end heard claimants under article fourteen of ine 
treaty of 1850, 


Do you know if ay ®f your Choctaw ancestors went before either 
of these two Commissions and. claimed any benefits as. Choctaw 
Indians? A No sir, I don*t know... 

Did any of your Chootew ancestors réagive any scrip, from the 
goverment whith entitled them to: select land either in Mise 
issippi, Alabama, Louisiana or Arkansas, which scrip was isgued 
to take’ the place 6f land Which these ancestors had previously 
held in Mississippi or Alabama and which the government had 
taken from them and sold? A I dontt knowj I couldn't tell 
you. 


This serip was issued under. the act of Congress approve, 
ed August 23, 1842, 


Have you any relatives who have been) before the Commission to 
be identified as Missinsippi Choctaws? A Yés sir, 

Who have you had? <A W. -¥, Chambers; 

What does W, stand for? \A°\Hig.name fs William F. 

Do you remember the date when your gon William F. Chanbors 
came before the Commission? ‘A °No sir, I don+t, Well it was 
in this. year I think, 

It was in Mey was it? A. Yes siry I think it was. 

Do you want the records in his cass considered with your case? 
I reckon so. 


‘ 


The case of William Ff. Chambers, MC RK 5525, is here 
referred to for the purpose of cbnsolidation. 


Now in his testimony at that time he said that John Harper was 
your great-grandfather; that's right ig it? A That's sorrect, 





Now the question was asked him: Did he live in Mississippi or 
Alabama in the old Choctaw Nation and did he have ‘a yentiy 
there then; his answer was: “I was. teld he lived.there and had 
% children there thens"? A Well, he,was just sinply mistaken. 
Then the question was asked afterwards if his y East aaaoot ae 
father, John Harper, was the head of a -famb. aaa Suis { 
1830, and he answered "That in understanding 

eduldn't tell you whether he wasor noty. Mawhber i xan dna 

at the head of a store then or pe I meres ome but; "ine 
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very well that oem: a daughter of theifs, was married in 


Well’ tw Nant 40408 ye 4 + CS as dleardy as, you can take tt 


vequler your te «a John Harper: 1ited ad th pesnaiys in 
1830 and was the head of a family there th 

think he did, but he lived: there "yetere that and came ux there 
to Kentusky. 

Before 1830? A Yee sir, before 1830. dat bg 
Therefore he gould not have been living in’ Mississipp4 ‘and hav 
ing a family there in 1830? A. No, he was just mistaken. 

Have you any other proof or evideries that you.want to present 

now in support of this claim; have you any papers of any kind-» ° 
any evidence of any kind? A. Noy my wife-+---my old woman she's « 
not here; she would be a good witness in this thing; she was 
told, so she says, by my mother's sister that I was Choctaw In- 
dian. ; 

Well, your wife wouldn't know anything more about it than yeu? 

No sir, not a bit. 

Do yeu want any time in which to offer other testimony? 

We have no one that's living that could testify any more than I 
cen. They are all dead. 


Thirty days time will be allowed this applicant in 
which to furnish other evidence if he desires, on request of 
8. Heard, gounsel for applicant, 


Do you speak the Choctaw language? A, No sir, I cant, 


This applicant has the appearance and physical char- 
acteristics of being descended from white parentage, he ‘has 
brown eyes, medium fair complexion, his whiskers are gray, 
his hair is dark and gray, but it is claimed was formerly 
black, he has no knowledge of the Choctaw language and no 
knowledge of the compliance on the part of his ancestors with 
any of the provisions of article fourteen of the treaty of 
1830. 


Albert G. McMillen, being first duly sworn, states that as 
stenographer to the Commission to the pive Civilized Tribes he re- 
ported the proceedings had in the above entitled cause on the 23rd 
day of May, 1902, and that the above and foregoing is a full, true 

and correct transcript of his stenographic notes taken in said 
cause on said date, 


Zb, 


LLL 











# 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 29 day of May, 1902, 


Pines RO i Soe 





Notary Public, 





DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR. 
COMMISSION TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES. 
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In the matter of the application of Jasper Chambers, 
et al., for identification as Mississippi Choctaws, consolidating 
the applications of: 


Jasper Chambers, 

Alvan B. Chambers, et al., 
William C. Chambers, et al., 
William F. Chambers, et al., 
Joel B. Chambers, et al., 
Nancy J. MeKinsie, et al., 
George W. Chambers, et al., 
Andrew J. Chambers, et al., 
Sampson D. Chambers, et al., 
Benjamin B. Chambers, et al., 
Martha A. EB. Chambers, et al., 
Margaret Cochran, 

John Henry Drake, 

John Henry Drake, et al., 
Ira Drake, et al., 

Alexander Drake, 

Nannie J. Rogers, 

Grover C. Drake, et al., 
Sallie Ann Duff, et al., 
Thomas N. Duff, 

Henry 8. Duff, et al., 
Margaret Reasor, et al., 
Laura Yooum, et al., 

CharYes EB. Duff, et al., 
Renry Bruce Duff, 

Samuel B..Duff, 

Lennie B. Reasor, 

Annie Wade, 

Alice D. Horton, et al., 
John Wade, et al., 

Daniel Boone Wade, et al. 
Leonidas Wade, 

Li 412, 

Nancy J. Bowman, 

Margaret Bowman, 

Matt Bowman, 

Lizzie Lawson, et al., 

Cora Lawson, et al., 
Drucilla Duff, et al., 
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Margaret. ¢ h, et al., 
Villian Sg cto et al. 
Millie Ann Ledford, et al., 
Lydia A. Barnes, et al., 
Charles B. Ledford, et al., 
Yielding Hanks, 

Jom VY. Hanks, st ale, 
Andrew Jackson Hanks, et al., 
Nennie Ingram, et al., 
Bettie Rogers, et al., 
Olivia Satterfield, et al., 
Mary 3. Willis, et al., 
Vina B, Downs, et al., 
William H. Reynolds, et al., 
Green Reynolds, et al., 
Sarah B, Dennis, et al., 
George Downs, 

William J. Hanks, et al., 
John VV, Lewis, et al., 
Lydia Spencer, et al., 
James H, Hanks, et al., 
Grant Hanks, 

John W. Hanks, et al., 





Mary A. Hanks 


® 


MeDonel Lewis, et al., 
Fielden Brown, et al., 
a § Hanke, et al., 
Millison vane, et al., 
Leander M, Brown, et al., 
Judith Wills, 

Mary B. Brown, et al. 
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---: DECI S810 WF :--- 


It appears from the record herein that applications for 
identification as Mississippi Chootaws were made to this Commission 





by Jasper Chambers for himself; by Alvan B. Chambers for himself 
and his three minor children, Gideon Moses, George A. and Emma J. 


Chambers; by William C. Chambers for himself and his two minor 





children, Rosie I., and Jemima EB. Chambers; by William F. Chambers 
for himself and his six minor ehildren, Daniel, Alvin Moses, Marga- 
ret Elisabeth, William Henry, Birdie May and John Ervin Chambers; by 
Joel B. Chambers for himself and his four minor ehildren, George V. 
L., Henry Jefferson, Elisabeth and Benjamin Chambers; by Waney J. 
MoKinsie for herself and her seven minor ehildren, William A., 
Martha B., Jasper W., Daniel B., John I., Grover C. and Joel F. 
McKinsie; by George W. Chambers for himself and his minor ehild, 
William Jefferson Chambers; by Andrew J. Chambers for himself and 
his six minor children, Blmer G., John R., Maggie B., Clara A., Ira 
I. and Ada M. Chambers; by Sampson D. Chambers for himself and his 
five minor children, Noah Benjamin, Sarah M., Minnie E,, Ewma Jane 
and Mary Ann Chambers; by Benjamin EB. Chambers for himself and his 
two minor children, Hiram Luther and Nannie A. EB. Chambers; by 
Martha A. EB. Chambers for herself and her three minor ehil dren ,Liz- 
zie,Luetta and Elisha J. Chambers; by Margaret Cochran for herself; 
by John Henry Drake for himself;by John Henry Drake for himself and 
his seven minor children, Thomas A., Hendricks, Lydia C., Ruthie ¥, 
Willie A., George W., Caroline and Charlie E. Drake; by Ira Drake 
for himself and his seven minor children, Lule, James, Edgar ,Mattie 
Lida, Iva and Effie Drake;by Alexander Drake for himself; by Grant 
Spradling for Nannie J. Rogers; by Christopher C. Hanks for his. 
two minor wards, Grower C. and Cud 8. Drake; by John T. Coons 

for Sallie Ann Duff, for Luey Coons and her five minor children, 
Annie Pearl, Huma D., Clarence E., Mary E. and Nannie May Coons, 
and for Mattie Pieratt and her minor child, Daisy D. Pieratt; by 





Benjamin Franklin Perry for his ward, Thomas ¥. Duff; by Henry 8. 


Duff for himself and his four minor children, Thomas H., William 
G., Lulie and Boone Duff; by Margaret Reasor for herself and her 





three minor children, Martin, Henry Clay and Ollie D,. Reasor; by 
‘Laura Yoeum for herself and her twe minor children, Mary Willie and 


Charlie D. Yoeum; by Charles EB. Duff for himself and his minor 


ehild, Virginia Rose Duff; by Henry Bruce Duff for himself; by 
Samuel B. Duff for himself; by Lennie B. Reasor for himself; by 
Arnie Wade for herself; by Alice D. Horten for herself and her 
minor ehild, Breck Duff Horten; by John Wade for himself and his 
four minor ehildren, Maggie, George, Brnest and Macky Wade; by 
Daniel Beone Wade for himself and his three mimor children, Flora, 
Flerence and Aaren J. Wade; by Leonidas Wade for himself; by John 
T, Coons for his ward, Lida Cowgill; by Andrew J. Bowman for his 
wife, Nancy J. Bowman; by Andrew J. Bowman for his daughter, Marga- 
ret Bowman; by Matt Bowman for himself; by Lizsie Lawson for her- 
self and her five minor ehildren, Park, Bleie, Matt, Buma and 
Nicholas Lawson; by Cora Lawson for herself and her three minor 
children, Ben, Joseph and Jack Lawson; by Drueilla Duff for herself 
and her minor child, Roscoe Duff; by Margaret Creech for herself 
and her seven minor children, Amanda, Jessie, Maxie, Enoch, Chap, 
Clirfie and Richmond Creech; by William H. Evans for himself and his 
three minor ehildren, Effie, Samuel and Henry Bvans; by Millie Ann 
Ledford for herself and her six minor children, Rebecca, Margaret, 
William, Sallie, Alice and pavis R. Ledford; by George Barnes for 
his wife, Lydia A. Barnes, and his minor ohild, Clay P. Barnes; by 
Charles EB. Ledford for himself and his minor child, Dessie Ledford; 
by Fielding Hanks for himself; by John W. Hanks for himself and his 
two minor children, MeKinley and Samuel A. Hanks; by Andrew Jackson 





Hanks for himself and his three minor children, Rene, Bettie and 
Roosevelt Hanks; by James Rogers for his sister-in-law, Nannie 
Ingram, and her four minor children, Bradley, Stella, Bernice and 





Alma Ingram; by Bettie Rogers for herself and her two minor chil- 
dren, Christine and Stella May Regers; by Glivia Satterfield for 
herself and her three minor children, David Bradshaw, Frank Allen 
and Susan Satterfield; by Mary B. Wills for herself and her two 
minor childrem, Tennessee and Lou Kama Wills; by Vina B. Downs for 


herself and her six minor children, Leora, Ida N., William ¥., Geor- 


giana, Milison A. and John T. Downs; by William H. Reynolds for 
himself and his five minor children, Everett, Mattie, Willie, Milten 
and Hildred Reynolds; by Green Reynolds for himself and his two 
minor children, John C. and Annie A. Reynolds; by Sarah B. Dennis 
for herself and her minor child, Charles F. Dennis; by George Downs 
for himself; by William J. Hanks for himself and his two minor 
children, Fannie E. and Charles EB. Hanks; by John ¥V. Lewis for him- 
self and his four minor children, James, Bdward, Mary and Celia 
Lewis; by Lydia Spencer for herself and her twe minor children, 
Lula and Pearlie Spencer; by James H. Hanks for himself and his 
four minor children, Alger, Jessie, Willie, and Vergil Hanks; by 
Grant Hanks for himself; by John W. Hanks for himself and his minor 
child, Lydia C. Hanks; by Mary A. Hanks for herself; by Grant 
Spradling for Lura Faulkner and her minor child, Hattie M. Faulkner; 
by Albert Lewis for himself; by C. C. Hanks for his three minor 
wards, MeDonel, Ida May and John Riley Lewis; by Fielden Brown for 
himself, his grand-mother, Annie Cox, and his two minor nieces, 
Junia and Vernia Brown; by Henry Hanke for himself and his three 
minor children, Sherman, Fannie Lee and Jesse Grant Hanks; by John 








Molivane for his wife, Millison Mclivane, and his four minor chil- 
dren, Louisa, Bdward, Richard and James MeIlvane; by Leander M. 
Brown for himgelf and his six minor children, John, Milliard Grant, 
Lydia, Clay, Maggie and Bddie Brown; by C. C. Hanks for Judith 





Wills; by Thomas L. Brown for his sister, Mary B. Brown and his 
niece, Lucy Sally; by Thomas L. Brewn for himself and his three 
minor children, Seldon, Lydia D. and William H. Brown} by Zarilda 
Day for herself and her three minor children, Badward 0., Emma Pearl 
and Virginia Day; by James Sally for himself and his two minor 
ehildren, George L. and Emily A. Sally; by Jaekson Salley for him 
self; by Celonel H. Salley for his three minor children, Juda, 
Alice and Robert Salley; by William I. Day for himself and his two 
minor children, Inez and Carroll Day; by James 8. Day for himself} 
by Robert B. Day for himself; by Minnie Leigh Horton for herself, 
her mother, Sarah Blisabeth Horton, and her sister, Nettie Horton; 
by Caleb F. Kash for his wife, Ada Kash, and his minor child, Ela 
Carl Kash; by C. C. Hanks for Sarah Bliszabeth Faulkner and her four 
minor children, Asa Bird, Luey Bell, Lillie May and William Carrell 
Faulkner; by C. C. Hanks for his two minor wards, Emma and Jackson 
Cox, Jr.; by Rilda May Horton for herself; by C. C. Hanks for his- 
minor ward, Rutha Wills; by C. C. Hanks for Fielden Cox, and his 
five minor children, Nettie, Juda C., Christopher C., Robert R. and 
George C. Cox; by Nannie Alice Creeoh for herself and her five 


minor children, Bertha May, Faulie Burg, Martha Bstelle, Maudie Lee 


and Johnnie Martin Creech; by C. C. Hanks for Mollie Ingram and her 


minor child, Minnie L. Ingram; by John W. Cox for himself and his 
two minor children, Elmer ©. and William @. Cox; by C. C. Hanks for 
Rilda Cox; by C. C. Hanks for his minor ward, Buford Ingram; by 

G. C. Hanks for his cousin, Nancy Landrum and her four minor chil- 


dren, Fielding M., Lucey J., Mary B. and Lou Enma Landrum; by William 





J. Landrum for himself and his four minor ahildren, Annie B., George 
W., Maudie and Albert B. Landrum, Jr.; by C. C. Hanks for Margaret 
Lawson and her six minor ohildren, Nancy M., Clemmey A., William J. 





Alley, John V. and‘Ada J. Lawson; by C. ©. Hanks for Joseph Landrum 


and his minor child, Ova Leid Landrum; by Wick Landrum for himself 
and his minor ehild, Robert C. Landrum; by C. C. Hanks for Nanaoy J. 
Landruna; by John Cox for himself; by C. ©. Hanke for his brother, 
William Hanks and his three minor wards, Seldon, Beulah and Bama 
Fanks; by Rosaline Duff for herself; by Sarah B, Wilsen for her- 
self; by Lucy Clark for herself and her four minor ehildren, Stanley, 
Myrtle, MoKinley and Dewey Clark; by Rosa McNabb for herself and 
her five minor ehildren, Lucy B., Asa 3., Roy, Mattie and Lomie 
MoNabb; by Grant Spradling for himself and his four minor ehildren, 
Emma Florence, Grace Jane, Sarah EB. and Wilbur R. Spradling; by 
Byrd ". Spradling for himself and his minor child, Mida Spradling; 
by George Cud Spradling for himself; by Junie J. Byrd for himself 
and his minor child, Sarah L. Byrd; by George N. Canney for his 
wife, Cora Canney, and his eight minor children, William Russell, 
Stella Catherine, Shelby Harrison, Wade Thomas, Ellen Jane, Orson, 
Christopher Columbus and Mary Selle Cannoy; by Thomas P. Collings- 
worth for his daughter, Stella Burkhart and her two minor children, 
Bruee T. and George C. Burkhart; by Christopher C. Collingsworth 
fcr himself and his four minor children, Pearlie, George Newton, 
Willie B. and Ida Rell Collingsworth; by Thomas P. Collingaworth 
for his daughter, Maggie Egelston and her minor child, Carrie Zgel- 
ston; by Martha Jane Collingsworth for herself and her two minor 
ehildren, John F. and Kelley D. Cox, and for her step-deughter, 
Elizabeth Bird Collingsworth; by Christopher Columbus Hanke for 





himself and his minor child, Robert D. Hanks; by Alice Fulks for 
herself and her four minor children, Columbus, Janie, Dewey and 
Ernest Pulks; by James T. Hanks for himself and his minor child, 
Ray Maxwell Hanks; by C. C. Hanks for his son, Cud B. Hanks; by 
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CG. C. Hanks for his half sister, Dera L. Hanks, for his daughter, 
Bertie 8. Catron, and for his granddaughter, Omer Catron; by 
William T. Hanks for himself and his two minor children, Roy %. and 
Geneva Hanks; by C. C. Hanks for his sister, Laura A. Horton and 
her three minor children, Lizsie, Sada and Cosby Horton; by C. C. 
Hanks for Milliard F. Horton and his five minor children, Ethel, 
Annie Lee, James L., Grace and Gertrude Horton; by George KM. Rogers 
for his wife, Rausie Rogers, and his five minor children, Herbert, 
Golden, Carl, Henry and Bishop Rogers; by C. C. Hanks for Nannie 

J. Bolin and her twe minor children, John C. and Bannie B. Bolin; 
by Marvin W. Carter for his wife, Media Carter; by Millie Ann 
Asbury for herself and her two minor children, Edgar F. and Beulah 
Asbury; by William Clark for Callie Clark, and her minor child, 


Nettie Clark; by William Clark for his wife, Rilda Clark, and his 


four minor children, Relly Clinton, Volna, Bertie Washington and 
Lillie Fern Clark; by Grant Spradling for Emma Clark and her three 
minor children, Elmer, Pearl and Ethel Clark; by William C. Cox for 
himself and his minor ohild, Beulah A. Cox; by Thomas P. Collings- 
worth for his step-daughter, Yannie Northecutt, and her two minor 
ehildren, K. Bruce and Elsie Northcutt; by Thomas B. Hanks for him 
self and his four minor ehildren, Columbus, Freddie C., Fenley F. 
and Vernie Hanks; by Banie Guy for herself and her minor child, 
Lucy Ferris Guy; by Willie Hanks for himself and his two minor 
children, James B. and Carrie B. Hanks; by C. C. Hanks for Lucy 
Drake and her minor child, Elmer Drake; by C. C. Hanks for Millie 
Ann Byrd and her minor child rnest Byrd: b sie B. O or her= 





self; by John C. Guy for himself; by Luoy C. Townsend for herself 
and her minor child, Clayton G. Townsend; by Addie Stamper for her- 


self and her four minor children, Nora B., Nettie B., Clayton and 
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mak atic * ty ©. @, Rian for dis nar? sister, tyets tyxtne ane 
her thes minor itera, Toa Oud, Bra ant Oren tyrins} by Georgia |’ 
te Banks for Jacod Hanks and his two stgor shttdren, Antics and Austin 
Menke; . ter ytia Henke; for Lovie: Barnes and for tydix O'Donnell; 
by Moey Barnen fer nerdint; by Georela Maake for hersedty.by 
Lucinda Chaney for herself; Wy Sarah Ann Alienan for Herself and 
her two iinor ohildrei, George BR. and Gertrude AL 2eman; by Mary 
Ellen Glass for herself; by Alice Auge for Nerself and her fear 
minor ohldren, George, Bertha; Cinude and Déllie Amyx{ by Boon 
Howard for himself and his two minor emt harne, Stuart Lester, and 
“‘Jowel Howard; by Harry M. Alleman for himself and his inor eniia, 
~ Mareus Paul Alleman; by Fred Alleman for himself; by Carrie Anyx 
for herself} by lydia Meadows for herself and her two minor ehil- 
dren, Elmira and James Meadows; by Elmira Hobbs for herself and her 
five minor ehildren, Robert Lee, Carrie Bthel, Maud May, Grover 
Cleveland and Thomas R. Hobbs; by Louisa Smith for herself; by 
Prank Meadows for himself and his three sinor ehildren, Harry Virgil, 
Esra B. and Lydia Meadows; by Lousina Meadows for herself; by 
Rebecea Riggs fer herself and her minor child, Rey Riggs; by Field- 
ing Meadows for himself and his two minor children, Zoerena and Lieu 
BE. Meadows; by Madison Spencer for himself and his two minor ohil- 
dren, Fred and Frank Spencer; by Ida Stcekdale for herself and her 
two minor children, Carrow and Lora Stockdale; by Perry Cheatham 
Br. for himpeelf; by Perry Cheatham Jr. for himeelf and his six 
miner children, Henry, Cora M., Rosie, Jesse A., Wallace P. and 
Charley Cheatham; by Malinda Mitehell for herself and her two miner 





children, Effie Adeline and Cornelius Mitehell; by Harriet Doss for 
herself and her eight minor chiléren, Pearl, Thomas, Adolph, Lee, 
Bunice, Trueman, Josephine and Rayziond Doss; by Hattie Morris for. 4 
hereelf aud her minor alild, Sylvester Perry Morris; by David it 





Cheatham for himself and his three miner children, Pannie, Lewis and 
Lena Cheatham; by Squire D. Cheatham for himself; by John W. Chea- 
tham for himself and his three minor children, Thomas Firman, Will- 
fem B. and Florence L. Cheatham; by Srfie C. Jaekson for herself}; 

by Charles H. Cheatham for himself and his five minor children, 
Pred B., Georgie L., Mary ©., Bthel 3B. and Lyle C. Cheatham; by 
Augustus F. Cheatham for himself and his five minor ehildren, Gale 
Le, Guy H., George F., Willard A. and Mary Cheatham; by Bveline 
Large for herself ané her minor ohild, Luey Large; by William Jack- 
son for his two minor wards, Bama Artie and Florence Elva Cheatham} 
Dy Annie Connely for herself and her two minor children, Clera and 
Brnest Comely; by Addie Cennely for herself and her four minor 
children, Bertha, Nettie, Hattie and Lottie Cennely; by Elbert 
Cheatham for himself and his minor child, Bertha Cheatham; by Hattie 
Cheatham for herself; by Andrew C. Cheatham for himself; by Waldo 

P, Jett for himself; by Charlie Jett for himself; by Lou C. Pulker- 
son for herself and her minor ehild, Charles A. Pulkerson; by Bama 
Turley for herself and her minor ehild, Ollie Beek Turley; by Mary 
Trimble for William ¥. Cheatham; by Annie Brayfield for herself and 


her minor child, Ollie H. Brayfield; by Bertie 8. Brayfield for her- 


self; by Lueian L. Cheatham for himself and his two miner children, 
Charlie L. and Gladys Cheatham; by Mary Trimble for Dixie Smedley; 
by Herman P. Cheatham for himself and his two minor children, Stasy 
8. and Marie D. Cheatham; by Lillian Collier for herself; by Mary 
Trimble for Lena C. Poor; by Mary Trimble for Frank Cheatham; by 





James W. Cheatham for himself and his six minor children, Pearl F., 
Hasel ¥., Adella M., Jessie Z., Mabel R. and Flora Cheatham; by 
Lizzie Chappell for herself and her three miner children, Willian, 
Lissie B. and Howard Chappell; by William T. Cheatham for himself 
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and his twe minor children, Alta I. and Wilma G. Cheatham; by Mattie 
M, Ogten for herself and her five minor children, Bthel, Bstelie, 
Delia, Irma and William Ogden; by Harry &. Cheatham for himself and 
his twe minor children, Fleyd D. and Cullum I. Cheatham; by Effie 
Chappell for herself; by Della Chappell fer herself; by Maney Ann 
White for herself; by Armilda Leng for herself and her twe minor 
children, Orie VW. and Mayme Dee Long; by Jennie W. Bwing for her- 
self and her two minor children, Bana 3. and Glenn VW. Bwing; by Bva 
Bédmonds for herself and her five minor children, Leis, Errett V., 
Bvalynn, Eben T. and William J. Edmonds; by Fancy Ann White fer her 
daughter, Adella White; by Omera Floyd Long for herself; by Carl 

L. Leng for himself; by Bva Collier for herself and her minor ehild, 
Mildred Collier; by John R. Cheatham for himself and his two minor 
children, David F. and Bird C, Cheatham; by Charles H. Cheatham for 
himself and his three minor children, John M., Mark BE. and Brving 
Cheatham; by James VW. Cheatham for himself; by Cliften R. Cheatham 
for himself and his two minor ehildren, John R. and Martha EB. Chea- 
tham; by Phoebe J. Rylander for herself and her five minor children, 
Robert R., Jimmie P., Annie D., Thelma J. and Velma A.. Rylander; by 
Mary Trimble fer Annie May Withers and her minor child, Walter VW. 
Withers; by Béward R. Cheatham for himself; by Katie P. Ellison 

for herself; by Wola Hellums for her minor child, Johnnie VY. 
Cheatham; by Mary Trimble for Mary B. Lanham; by Mary Trimble for 
herself; by Catherine Horner for herself and her six miner ohildren, 
Ben 0. 8., William M., John V., Granville B., Calwelier R. and 
Themas L. Horner; by John C. Tipton for himself; by Robert Firman 





psen for himself; by Jimmie Frank Wheeler for herself and her 
minor child, Loraine Wheeler; by Edward BE. Thompsen for himself; by 


Mary P. Horner for herself; by Bessie King for herself and her feur 
minor children, Shirley Cecil, John Fierce, Clarence and Clay King} 
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by James R. Cheatham for himself and his two minor ehildren, Shirley 
and Tracey Cheatham; by Atanda FP. Cheatham for herself; by Naney 
Themsen for herself and her seven minor ehildren, Frank Andersen, 
Mary 8., Howard C., Fannie S., Marl, Rebert and Shelby Thomsen; by 
Mary Trimble fer William ¥. Cheatham; by MeClelland Cheatham for 
himself; by Sarah Brown for herself and her minor child, Jease C. 
Brown; by Grant Spradling for Rebert MeNabb; by Fielding MoKnabd for 
himself; by Minie MeKnabb fer herself; by Lena Ford for herself and 
her two minor children, Ila and Maggie Ford; by Careline Creech for 
herself; by Breokie J. Davis for her two minor children, Clara B, 
and Elisha M. Cheatham; by James MeKnabb for his eight minor chil- 
dren, John V., Thomas ¥., Isaac M., Lillie A., Charlie B., George 0., 
James B. and Mattie L. MeKnabb; by Wilburn Harper for himself and 
his minor child, Wilburn Harper Jr.; by Susan Crary fer herself and 
her minor child, Arthur B. Crary; by Louis Harper for himself and his 
three minor children, Wilburn P., Wellie May and Roy Harry Harper; by 
John Harpes# for himself; by Mattie MeCarriek for herself and her 
three minor children, William Jr., Doris and Hareld MoCarriek; by 
Louise Wiedey for herself and her minor child, Victor F. Wiedey; by 
Vietor HiM@arrick for himself; by Sarah Prolte for herself; by 

Lewis William Drolte for himself and his four minor children, Osta 
Edith, Alice, Elmer and Mary Elisabeth Drolte; by Maggie D. Lauver 
for herself and her eight minor children, Ethel L., Dee S., Ima Maud, 
William H., Fred N., Gladys M., Hannah B. and John L, Lauver; by 
Nettie May Herp for herself and her minor child, John Lewis Herp; 


minor children, Alta, Bertha, Delma and Oscar Robberts; by Fred 
Drelte for himself and his twe minor children, Fleyd and Delma 
Drolte; by William P. Harper for himself and his four minor chil- 
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Gren, Ray B., Nellie ¥., Adrain W. and William T. Harper; by Janes 
B. Marper for himself and his six miner ehildren, Charles E., Mary 
Grance, John Eimer, Owen G., Jessie L. and Bugene P. Harper; by Guy 
G. Harper fer himself; by Lewis B. Harper for himself; by Villian 
H. Johnston for himself; by Mary Jane Johnston for herself; by 
Rivirs Ae TJehnston for herself; by Eveline Kerwood for herself and 
her minor child, Themas Kerwood; by John R. ¥. Kerwood for himself 
and his four minor children, Ivan A., Maudie, Elrey and Clarence 
Kerweood; by Catherine Cormican for herself and her four miner ehil- 
dren, Earl, Minnie, Frances and Leslie Cormican; by Hattie Jenes 
for herself and her four minor children, Grace, Keith, Geraldine and 
Pauline Jones; by Careline Moore for herself and her six minor chil- 
dren, Charles H., Maud, Minnie, Pearl, Louis H. and Roy B. Moore; 
by Samuel @. Kerwood for himself and his two minor ehildren, Floyd 
L. and Barl R. Kerwood; by Laura B. Kerwood for herself; by John 
Harper for himself; by Richard T. Harper for himself, his three 
minor children, Ward, Harry and Loren Harper, and for his sister, 
Mary Harper; by Annie Acton for herself and her minor child, Artie 
Acton; by Prank Harper for himself and his four minor children, 
Claude, Lottie, Leon and Jane Harper; by Chester Harper for himself 
and his two minor children, Byren and Virginia Harper; by Didama 
Harper for herself; by Laura B. Mayer for herself and her two minor 
ehildren, Irene and Marie Mayer; by Francis C. Acton for himself; 
by Lee R. Acton for himself; by Sam Harper for himself; by May 
Putnam for herself and her three minor children, Clive MceClintoek 


and her three minor ehildren, Beulah M., Earl C. and Homer B. Cadwell; 


by Frank J. Harper for himself and his five minor children, Owen, 
Leonard J ., Paul, Claudine and Mary M. Harper; by Charles ¥. Harper 


+ 
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for himself and his mimeor child, Edwin Harper; by Dora Fleming for 
hergelf and her two minor ehildren, Viela Harper and Pansy Vivian 
Fleming; by Raymond BE. Harper for himself; by Mauriee Albert Har- 
per for himself and his miner ehild, Virddie May Harper; by Aley 

RB. Harper for himself; by Chester G. Harper for himself and his 
minor child, Glide B. Harper; by Pansy EB. Munson for herself; by 
Ida B. Rediek for herself; by Richard Harper for himself, his wife, 
Alice Harper, and his five minor ehildren, Annie Belle, Alvin, James 
Weasley, Lyle and Clara Jane Harper; by Christina H. Knapp for her- 
self and her three minor children, Harry Harper, George Dalbert and 
Lester Loyd Knapp; by George W. Harper for himself; by Jennie 
Atohisen for herself and her minor child, Rey H. Atchison; by 
Walter Harper for himself; by Edward M. Knapp for himself and his 
minor child, Nathan ¥. Knapp; by Hirem H. Knapp for himself; by 
Wildey BE. Atehisen for himself; by Montford M. Harper for himself; 
by Leonidas A. Harper for himself and his two minor ehildren, 
Florence Edna and Roger Harper; by Samuel H. Harper for himself and 
his four minor children, George Hdgar, Joseph, Mamie and Jacob A. 
Harper; by William L. Harper for himself and his minor child, 
Lillian Cerrinne Harper; by Arthur C. Harper for himself; by 

Edward J. Harper for himself and his minor ehild, Edwin Alvin Harper; 
by Florence C. Harper for herself; by John F. Harper for himself; 

by Bessie Yeargain for herself; by James H. Harper for himself, his 
three children, James Cheatham and Ella Loretta Harper, and Lizzie 
Rllen Boyles, and his three minor grandchildren, Bessie, Johnnie and 
Clyde Allen Boyles; by Mary E. Gaffney for herself; by Loretta 4. 





Rickerds for herself and her minor child, Geraldine M. B. Rickords; 
vy Elizabeth E. Harper for her minor ehild, George A. Harper; by 


John Cliften Harper for himself and his minor child, Claude Harper}; 





-19- 


and by Annie RB. Harper for herself, under the following provisions 
of the ast of Congress approved June 28, 1896 (30 State., 495): 
"Said Commission shall have authority to determine the 
identity ef Cheetaw Indians elaiming rights in the Choctaw 
lands under article fourteen ef the treaty between the United 
States and the Cheetaw Nation, coneluded September twenty- 
seventh, eighteen hundred and thirty, and t© that end may ad~- 
minister caths, examine witnesses, and perform all other acts 
necessary therete and make report te the Seeretary of the In- 
teriors* 
It also appears that the applicants embraced in M.C.R. 
5670, 5799, 6800, 5525, 5527, 5671, 5852, 6672, 5526, 5846, 5673S, 
6969, 6544, 6542, 7107, 7108, 6869, 7400, 7128, 6829, 7168, 7190, 
7157, 7158, 6630, 7025, 7023 and 7024, claim rights in the Choctaw 
lands under article fourteen of the treaty between the United 
States and the Choctaw Nation, concluded September twenty-seventh, 
eighteen hundred and thirty, by reason of being descendants of John 
(or Johnnie) Harper (Indian name, Hopiah), who is alleged to have 
deen either an one-half or a full-bleod Choctaw Indian, and to have 
resided in Mississippi in eighteen hundred and thirty; that the 
applicants in M.C.R. 7098 and 7097 claim said rights by reason of 
being descendants of Baldwin Harper, who is alleged to have been an 
one-half bleod Choctaw Indian; that the applicants in M.C.R. 7261, 
73588 and 7299 claim said rights by reason of being descendants of 
Reuben Harper, who is alleged to have been an one-half blood Choctaw 
Indian; that the applicant in M.C.R. 7260 claims said rights by 
reason of being a descendant of John Hanks, who is alleged to have 
been a fulleblood Choctaw Indian, and Mary Ann Hanks, who is alleged 


to have been a Chootaw Indian, degree of blood not stated; that the 


7282, 7095, 7319, 7298, 7320, 7321, 7322, 7323, 7096, 7101, 7100, 
7106, 7102, 7079, 7137, 7134, 7122, 7117, 7116, 7135, 7132, 7136, 
7143, 7270, 7271, 7202, 7078, 7262, 7256, 7258, 7234, 7257, 7259, 
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7233, 7121, 7280, 7272, 7204, 7138, 7326, 7281, 7263, 7229, 7118, 
7129, 7120, 7265, 7151, 7135, 7115, 7266 and 7335 claim said rights 
by reason of being descendants of Charles (or Charlie) Harper (or 
Hope) Indian name Hopia (or Hipiah, or Hopiah, or Heppia), who is 
alleged to have been an one-half or a full-blood Choctaw Indian and 
to have resided in Mississippi in eighteen hundred and thirty; that 
the applicants in M.C.R. 6515 claim said rights by reason of being 
descendants of Mary Ann (or Polly Ann, or Lydia Ann, or Mary A., or 
Mary, or Polly, er Lydia) Harper (or Mrs. Cheatham) who is alleged 
to have been either an one-half er a full-bleed Choctaw Indian, and 
te have resided in Mississippi in eighteen hundred and thirty, and 
Fielding Hanks, whe is alleged to have been a Choctaw Indian, de- 
gree of blood not stated; and that all the ether applicants claim 
said rights by reason of being descendants of the above named Jom 
(or Johnnie) Harper (Indian name, Hopiah), and Mary Ann (or Polly 
Ann, or Ly@ia Ann, or Mary A., or Mary, or Pelly, or Ly@ie) Harper 
(or Mrs, Cheatham). 

It aleo appears that the applicants in M.C.R. 7201 and 
7132 elaim said@ rights by reason of being déscendants of the wife 
of Charles (or Charlie) Harper (or Hope), Indian name Hopia (or 
Hipiah, or Hopiah, or Heppiea), who is alleged to have been a full- 
blood Choetew Indian, but as they are only able to give the surname 
of this ancestor it is, therefore, impossible for the Commission te 
determine whether or not that ancestor was a beneficiary under the 
provisions of article fourteen of the treaty of "Dancing Rabbit 


Creek." 





It further appears frem the evidence submitted in support 
of said applications, and from the records in the possession of the 
Commission, that none of said applieants has ever been enrolled by 
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the Choetaw tribal authorities as a member of the Choetaw tribe, or 
admitted to Choctaw citizenship by. a duly constituted court or com 
mittee of the Choctaw WYation, or by the Commission to the Mve Civile 
ized Tribes, or by a decree of the United States Court in Indian 


Territory, under the provisions of the act of Congress approved June 


10, 1896 (29 Stats., 321). 


It is found that the name Jiopiah appears on puges 141, 497, 
645 and 600, and the name Hop-ia on pages 146 and 268 of Volume I, 
Claimant's Brief and Bvidence in the oase of the Choctaw Nation vs. 
the United States before the Court cf Claims No. 12742, and the name 
Hopia is also found on pags 1060 cf Volume II cf said record in a 
number of lists, statements and depositions relating to claims 
arising under article fourteon of the treaty of sighteon hundred 
and thirty; but it does not appear from the evidence submitted by 
the several applicants herein that any of the ancestors, through 
whom these applicants claim, are identical with either of the per- 
sons whose names appear in the records above cited. 

It is further found that the name Hopia appears on page 
49 of Volume VII, American State Papers, Public Lands, in a list of 
names of Choctaw Indians, heads of families, who resided in Green- 
wood Leflore's District in the territory cooupied by the Choctaw 
Indians in the States of Mississippi and Alabama at the date of the 
making cf the treaty of "Dancing Rebbit Creek," and had lands in 
cultivation, in exchange for which they were to receive stipulated 
tracts cf land in accordance with the previsions of the nineteenth 
article of said treaty; said name aleo appears on page 129 in "a 








list of elaims allowed under the treaty in Nita-cha-cha'’s District,* 
apparently under the nineteenth article of said treaty. The record 
above referred to in mo way relates to article fourteen of the 

treaty of eighteen hundred and thirty, or shows a compliance or at- 
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tempted compliance on the part of the persons therein named with its 
provision. 


It also appears from the records in the possession of the 


Commission that a person bearing the name Ropiah received scrip as 
@ beneficiary under article fourteen of the treaty of "Dancing 
Rabbit Creek," but there is nothing in the testimony of the appli- 
sants herein which would tend te show that the Hopiah who received 
said scrip is identical with any of the ancestors through whom they 
elaim. 

It does not appear from the testimony and evidence offered 
in support of said applications, or from the records in the posses- 
sionmof the Commission, relating to persons who complied or attempted 
to comply with the previsions of said article fourteen of the treaty 
of eighteen hundred and thirty, and to persons whe heretofore were 
Claimants thereunder, that the said Baldwin Harper, or Reuben Harper, 
or John Hanks, or Mary Ann Hanks, or Fielding Hanks, or Mary Ann (er 
Polly Ann, or Lydia Ann, or Mary A., or Mary, or Pelly, or Lydia) 
Harper, or Mrs. Cheatham, or Charles (or Charlie) Harper (or Hope), 
Indian name Hepia (or Hipiah, or Hepiah, or Heppia), or John (or 
Johnnie) Harper (Indian name Hopiah), through whom these applicants 
claim, or ancestors less remote, or any of the applicants herein, 
signified (in person or by proxy) to Colene) Wm. Ward, Indian Agent, 
Choctaw Agency, an intention to comply with the provisions of said — 
article fourteen, or presented a claim to rights thereunder to 
either of the Commissions authorized to adjudicate sueh claims by 
the acts of Congress appreved March 3, 1837 (5 Stats., 180) and 








August 23, 1842 (5 State., B13). 
It is therefore the opinion of this Commission that the 
evidence herein is insufficient te determine the identity of Jasper 





Chambers, Alvan B. Chambers, Gideon Moses Chambers, George A. Chan- 
vers, Kuma J. Chambers, William 0. Chambers, Rosie I. Chambers, 
Jemima E. Chambers, William ¥. Chambers, Daniel Chambers, Alvin 
Moses Chambers, Margaret Elizabeth Chambers, William Henry Chambers, 
Birdie May Chambers, John Ervin Chambers, Joel B. Chambers, George 
VW. L. Chambers, Henry Jefferson Chambers, Elizabeth Chambers, Benja- 
min F. Chambers, Nancy J. MeKingie, William A. MeKinsie, Martha 3. 
MeKinsie, Jasper W. MeKinszie, Daniel BE. MeKinsie, John I. MoKinsie, 
Grover C. MeKinsie, Joel F. MeKinzie, George VW. Chambers, William 
Jefferson Chambers, Andrew J. Chambers, Elmer G. Chambers, John R. 
Chambers, Maggie E. Chambers, Clara A. Chambers, Ira I. Chambers, 


Ada M. Chambers, Sampson D. Chambers, Woah Benjamin Chambers, Sarah 
M. Chambers, Minnie E. Chambers, Emma Jane Chambers, Mary Ann Cham 


bers, Benjamin EB. Chambers, Hiram Luther Chambers, Nannie A. 3. 
Chambers, Martha A. B. Chambers, Lissie Chambers, Luetta Chambers, 
Elisha J. Chambers, Margaret Cochran, John Henry Drake, John Henry 
Drake (2), Thomas A. Hendricks Drake, Lydia C. Drake, Ruthie F. 
Drake, Willie A. Drake, George W. Drake, Caroline Drake, Charlie E. 
Drake, Ira Drake, Lula Drake, James Drake, Bdgar Drake, Mattie Drake, 
Lida Drake, Iva Drake, Bffie Drake, Alexander Drake, Nannie J. Rog- 
ers, Grover C. Drake, Cud 8. Drake, Sallie Ann Duff, Luey Coons, 
Annie Pearl Coons, Ruma D. Coons, Clarence E. Coons, Mary EB. Coons, 
Nannie May Coons, Mattie Pieratt, Daisy D. Pieratt, Thomas HN. Duff, 
Henry 8. Duff, Thomas H. Duff, William G. Duff, Lulie Duff, Boone 
Duff, Margaret Reasor, Martin Reasor, Henry Clay Reasor, Ollie D. 
Reasor, Laura Yooum, Mary Willie Yooum, Charlie D. Yooum, Gharies &. 





Duff, Virginia Rese Duff, Henry pruee Duff, Same) 3B. Duff, Lennie 
B. Reasor, Annie Wade, Alice D. Horton, Breck Duff Horten, John Wade, 
Maggie Wade, George Wade, Ernest Wade, Nacky Wade, Daniel Boone Wade, 
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Flera Wade, Florence Wade, Aaren J. Wade, Leonidas Wade, Lida Cow 
gill, Bancy J. Bowman, Margaret Bowman, Matt Bowman, Lissie Lawson, 
Park Lawson, Elsie Lawson, Matt Lawson, Hama Lawson, Nichelas Lawson, 
Cora Laweon, Ben Lawsen, Joseph Lawson, Jack Lawson, Drucilla 

Duff, Resece Duff, Margaret Creech, Amanda Creech, Jessie Creech, 
Maxie Creech, Bmoch Creech, Chap Creech, Cliffie Creech, Richmond 
Creech, William H. Evans, Bffie Evans, Samuel Evans, Henry Bvans, 
Millie Ann Ledford, Rebecoa Ledford, Margaret Ledford, William Led- 
ford, Sallie Ledford, Alice Ledford, Davis R. Ledford, Lydia A. 
Barnes, Clay P. Barnes, Charles BE. Ledford, Dessie Ledford, Fielding 
Hanks, John W. Hanks, MeKinley Hanks, Samuel A. Hanks, Andrew Jackson 
Hanks, Reno Hanks, Bettie Hanks, Roosevelt Hanks, Nannie Ingram, 
Bradley Ingram, Stella Ingram, Bernice Ingram, Alma Ingram, Bettie 
Rogers, Christine Rogers, Stella May Rogers, Olivia Satterfield, 
David Bradshaw Satterfield, Frank Allen Satterfield, Susan Satter- 
field, Mary E. Wills, Tennessee Wills, Lou Buma Wills, Vina 8. Downs, 
Leora Downs, Ida N. Dewns, William F. Downs, Georgiana Downs, Milison 
A. Downs, John T. Downs, William H. Reynolds, Everett Reynolds, 
Mattie Reynolds, Willie Reynolds, Milton Reynolds, Hildred Reynolds, - 
Green Reynelds, John C. Reynolds, Annie A, Reynolds, Sarah B. 

Dennis, Charles F. Dennis, George Downs, William J. Hanks, Fannie 


B. Hanks, Charles EB. Hanks, John VW. Lewis, James Lewis, Edward 


Lewis, Mary Lewis, Celia Lewis, Lydia Spencer, Lula Spencer, 
Pearlie Spencer, James H. Hanks, Alger Hanks, Jessie Hanks, Willie 
Hanks, Vergil Ranks, Grant Hanks, John W. Hanks, Lydia C. Hanks, 





Wary A. Hanks, Lura [kner, Hat . akner, Att = 
MeDenel Lewis, Ida May Lewis, John Riley Lewis, Fielden Brown, Annie 
Cox, Junia Brown, Vernia Brown, Henry Hanks, Sherman Hanks, Fannie 
Lee Hanks, Jesse Grant Hanks, Millison MoIlvane, Louisa MoIlvane, 
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Béward MeIlvane, Richard Mellvane, James MoIlvane, Leander M. Brown} 
John Brown, Milliard Grant Brown, Lydia Brown, Clay Brown, Maggie 
Brown, Bddie Brown, Judith Wills, Mary B. Brown, Luey Sally, Thomas 
L. Brown, Seldon Brown, Lydia D. Brown, William FH. Brown, Zarilda 
Day, Bdward ©. Day, Euma Pearl Day, Virginia Day, James Sally, 
George L. Sally, Bmily A. Sally, Jackson Salley, Juda Salley, Alice 
Salley, Robert Salley, William L. Day, Inez Day, Carroll Day, James 
8. Day, Robert B. Day, Minnie Leigh Horton, Sarah Elizabeth Horton, 
Nettie Horton, Ada Kash, Hla Carl Kash, Sarah Elisabeth Faulkner, 
Ase Bird Faulkner, Lucy Bell Faulkner, Lillie May Faulkner, William 
Carroll Faulkner, Buna Cox, Jackson Cox, Jr., Rylda May Horton, 
Rutha Wills, Fielden Cox, Nettie Cox, Juda C. Cox, qhristopher C. 


Cox, Robert R. Cox, George C, Cox, Nannie Alice Creech, Bertha May 


Creech, Faulie Burg Creech, Martha Estelle Creech, Maudie Lee Creeeh, 
Johnnie Martin Creech, Mollie Ingram, Minnie lL. Ingram, John W. Cox, 
Blmer C. Cox, William G. Cox, Rilda Cox, Buford Ingram, Wancy Lan- 
drum, Fielding M. Landrum, Lucy J. Landrum, Mary E. Landrum, Lou 
Ruma Landrum, William J. Landrum, Annie B. Landrum, George W. Lan- 
drum, Maudie Landrum, Albert B. Landrum, jr., Margaret Lawson, Nancy 
M. Lawson, Clemmey A. Lawson, William J. Lawson, Alley Lawson, John 
¥. Lawson, Ada J. Lawson, Joseph Landrum, Ova Loid Landrum, Wick Lan- 
drum, Rebert C. Landrum, Naney J. Landrum, John Cox, William Hanks, 
Seldon Hanks, Beulah Hanks, Emma Hanks, Rosaline Duff, Sarah 3B. 
Wilsen, Lucy Clark, Stanley Clark, Myrtle Clark, McKinley Clark, 
Dewey Clark, Rosa MoNabb, Lucy B. MeNabb, Asa B. MoNabb, Rey MeNabb, 
Mattie MeNabb, Lomie McNabb, Grant Spradling, Ruma Florence Sprad- 





ling, Graee Jane Spradling, Sarah EB. Spradling, Wilbur R. Spradling, 
Byrd HN. Spradiing, Mida Spradling, George Cud Spradling, Junie J. 
Byrd, Sarah L. Byrd, Cora Cannoy, William Russell Cannoy, Stella 
Catherine annoy, Shelby Harrison Cannoy, Wade Thomas Canney, Hlla 





Jane Cannoy, Orsen Cannoy, Christepher Columbus Cannoy, Mary Belle 
Cannoy, Stella Burkhart, Bruce T. Burkhart, George C. Burkhart, 
Christopher C. Collingsworth, Pearlie Collingsworth, George Newton 
Collingsworth, Willie B. Collingsworth, Ida Bell Collingsworth, 
Maggie Bgelston, Carrie Bgelston, Martha Jane Collingsworth, Jom F. 
Cox, Kelley D. Cox, Elizabeth Bird Collingsworth, Christepher Colum 
bus Hanks, Robert D. Hanks, Alice Fulks, Celuabus Fulks, Janie Fulks, 
Dewey Fulks, Ernest Fulks, James T. Hanks, Ray Maxwell Hanks, Cud 


B. Hanks, Dora L. Hanks, Bertie 8. Catron, Omer Catron, William T. 


Hanks, Roy G. Hanks, Geneva Hanks, Laura A. Horton, Lissie Horton, 
Bada Horten, Cosby Horton, Millard F. Horten, Bthel Horten, Annie 
Lee Horton, James L. Horten, Grace Horton, Gertrude Horton, Rausie 
Rogers, Herbert Regers, Golden Rogers, Carl Rogers, Henry Rogers, 
Bishep Rogers, Nannie J. Belin, John C. Bolin, Bannie BL Bolin, 
Media Carter, Millie Ann Asbury, Bdgar F. Asbury, Beulah Asbury, 
Callie Clark, Nettie Clark, Rilda Clark, Relly Clinton Clark, Volna 
Clark, Bertie Washington Clark, Lillie Ferm Clark, Buma Clark, Elmer 
Clark, Pearl Clark, Ethel Clark, William C. Cox, Beulah A. Cox, 
Nannie Northeutt, K. Bruce Northeutt, Elsie Northeutt, Thomas B. 
Hanke, Columbus Hanks, Freddie C. Hanks, Fenley F. Hanks, Vernie 
Hanks, Banie Guy, Luey Ferris Guy, Willie Hanke, James B. Hanks, 
Carrie B. Hanks, Lucy Drake, Elmer Drake, Millie Ann Byrd, Ernest 
Byrd, Josie B. Guy, John C. Guy, Luey C. Townsend, Clayton G. Town-. 
send, Addie Stamper, Nora B. Stamper, Nettie B. Stamper, Clayton 
Stamper, Blaza Stamper, Lydia Lykins, Joe Cud Lykins, Bva Lykins, 


Leuis Barnes, Lydia O'Demell, Athey Barnes, Georgia Hanks, Lucinda 
Chaney, Sarah Ann Alisman, Geerge R. Alleman, Gertrude Alleman, Mary 
Elien Glass, Alice Amyx, George Amyx, Bertha Amyx, Claude Amyx, 

Dollie Amyx, Boon Howard, Stuart Lester Howard, Jewel Howard, Harry 
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M. Alleman, Marous Paul Alleman, Fred Allsman, Carrie Anyx, Lydia 
Meadows, Mimira Meadows, Janes Meadows, Elmira Hobbs, Robert Lee 
Nebos, Carrie Bthel Hebds, Maud May Hobbs, Grover Cleveland Hobbs, 
Thomas R. Hobbs, Lowisa Suith, Frank Meadows, Harry Virgil Meadews, 
Bara B. Meadows, Lydia Meadows, Lousina Meadows, Rebecca Riggs, Ray 
Riggs, Fielding Meadews, Zoerena Meadows, Lieu EB. Meadows, Madison 
Spencer, Fred Spencer, Frank Spencer, Ida Stockdale, Carrow Stockdalg 
Lera Stockdale, Perry Cheatham, Sr., Perry Cheatham, Jr., Henry 
Cheatham, Cora M. Cheatham, Rosie Cheatham, Jesse A. Cheatham, 
Wallace P. Cheatham, Charley Cheatham, Malinda Mitchell, Effie 
Adeline Mitchell, Cornelius Mitehell, Harriet Dess, Pearl Doss, 
Thomas Doss, Adelph Dess, Lee Doss, Bunice Doss, Trueman Desa, Jose- 
phine Doss, Raymond Dess, Hattie Morris, Sylvester Perry Morris, 
David Cheatham, Fannie Cheatham, Lewis Cheatham, Lena Cheatham, 


Squire D. Cheatham, John W. Cheatham, Thomas Firman Cheatham, Will, 


iam EB. Cheatham, Florence L. Cheatham, Bffie C. Jackson, Charles H, 
Cheatham, Fred EB. Cheatham, Georgie L. Cheatham, Mary ©. Cheatham, 
Ethel B. Cheatham, Lyle C. Cheatham, Augustus F. Cheatham, Gale L. 
Cheatham, Guy MH. Cheatham, George F. Cheatham, Willard A. Cheatham, 
Mary Cheatham, Eveline Large, Lucy Large, Ruma Artie Cheatham, 
Florence Blva Cheatham, Annie Cennely, Clara Connely, Ernest Connely, 
Addie Connely, Bertha Connely, Nettie Cennely, Hattie Connely, Lettie 
Connely, Elbert Cheatham, Bertha Cheatham, Hattie Cheatham, Andrew 
C. Cheatham, Waldo P. Jett, Charlie Jett, Lou C. Fulkerson, Charles 
A. Fulkerson, Huma Turley, Ollie Beck Turley, William F. Cheathan, 
Annie Brayfield, Ollie H. Brayfield, Bertie 8. Brayfield, Eueian L. 





Cheatham, Charlie L. Cheatham, Gladys Cheatham, Dixie Smedley, 
Herman P. Cheatham, Stacy 8. Cheatham, Marie D. Cheatham, Lillian 
Cellier, Lena C. Peor, Frank Cheatham, James ¥. Cheathan, Pearl F. 





Cheatham, Hazel ¥. Cheatham, Adella M. Cheatham, Jessie B. Cheatham, 
Mabel R. Cheatham, Flora Cheatham, Lissie Chappell, William Chappell, 
Lissie B. Chappell, Howard Chappell, William T. Cheatham, Alta I. 
Cheatham, Wilma G. Cheatham, Hattie M. Ogden, Ethel Ogden, Betelle 
Ogden, Della Ogden, Irma Ogden, William Ogden, Harry 8. Cheatham, 
Floyd B®. Cheatham, Cullum I. Cheatham, Effie Chappell, Della Chappell, 
Naney Ann White, Armilda Leng, Orie VW. Long, Mayme Dee Long, Jennie 
V. Bwing, Bane B. Ewing, Glew WV. Ewing, Bva Bémonds, Lois Edmonds, 
Errett VW. Bamonds, Bvalynn Bdmonds, Eben T. Bémonds, William J. 
Hémonds, Adella White, Omera Floyd Leng, Carl L. Long, Eva Oollier, 
Mildred Collier, John R. Cheatham, David ¥. Gheatham, Bird C. Chea- 
tham, Charles H. Cheatham, John M. Cheatham, Mark B. Cheatham, 
Erving Cheatham, James W. Cheatham, Cliften R. Cheatham, John A. 
Cheatham, (2), Martha E. Cheatham, Phoebe J. Rylander, Robert R. 
Rylander, Jimmie P. Rylander, Annie D. Rylander, Thelma J. Rylander, 
Velma A. Rylander, Annie May Withers, Valter W. Withers, Bdward R. 
Cheatham, Katie P. Ellison, Johnnie VW. Cheatham, Mary E. Lanham, 
Mary Trimble, Catherine Horner, Ben 0. 8. Horner, William M. Horner, 
John V. Horner, Granville E. Horner, Calvelier R. Horner, Thomas L. 
Horner, John C. Tipten, Rebert Firman Thompson, Jimmie Frank Wheeler, 
Loraine Wheeler, Béward 2. Thompson, Mary P. Horner, Bessie King, 
Shirley Cecil King, Johm Pierce King, Clarenee King, Clay King, 
James R. Cheatham, Shirley Cheatham, Tracey Cheatham, Amanda F. 
Cheatham, Wanoy Thomsen, Frank Andersen Thomsen, Mary S. Thomson, 


Heward C. Thomson, Fannie S. Thomson, Barl Thomsen, Revert Thomson, 


Shelby Thomson, William F. Gheathan, Me@lelliand Cheatham, Sarah 





Brewn, Jesse ©. Brown, Robert MeNaby), Pielding MoKnabpb Kinie Me- 

Knabb, Lena Ferd, Ila Ford, Maggie Ford, Caroline Creseh, Clara d. 
Cheatham, Klisha M. Cheatham, Jehn W. MoKnabb, Thomas F, MeKnabb, 
Isaac M. MoKmabbd, Lillie A. MeKmabb, Charlie B. MoKnabb, George 9. 





‘ 


a 
a4 


MeKnabd, James B. MoKnabb, Mattie L. MeXnabbd, Wilburn Harper, Wil- 


burn Harper, Jr., Susan Crary, Arthur 3B. Crary, Louis Harper, 
Wilburn P. Harper, Nellie May Harper, Rey Harry Harper, John Harper, 
Mattie MeCarrick, William MeCarrick, Jr., Doris MeCarrick, Harold 
MeCarriek, Louise Wiedey, Victor F. Wiedey, Vietor H. MeCarrick, 
Sarah Drolte, Lewis William Drolte, Osta Edith Drelte, Alice Drolte, 
Elmer Drelte, Mary Hliszabeth Prolte, Maggie D. Lauver, Bthel L. 
Lauver, Dee S. Lauver, Ima Maud Lauver, William H. Lauver, Fred N. 
Lauver, Gladys M. Lauver, Hannah 5. Lauver, John L. Lauver, Nettie 
May Herp, Jolm Lewis Herp, Annie Rebberts, Alta Rebberts, Bertha 
Robberts, Delma Robberts, Oscar Robbprts, Fred Drolte, Floyd Drolte, 
Velma Drolte, Williem P. Harper, Ray B. Harper, Mellie F¥. Harper, 
Adrain W. Harper, Williem T. Harper, James B. Harper, Charles 8. 
Harper, Mary Grance Harper, John Elmer Harper, Owen G. Harper, 
Jessie L. Harper, Eugene P. Harper, Guy @. Harper, Lewis B. Harper, 
William H. Johnston, Mary Jane Jehnston, Kivira A. Johnsten, Bveline 
Kerwood, Thomas Kerwood, John R. F. Kerwood, Ivan A. Kerwood, 
Maudie Kerwood, Elroy Kerweod, Clarence Kerwood, Catherine Cormican, 
Barl Cormiean, Minnie Cormican, Frances Cormican, Leslie Cormican, 
Hattie Jones, Grace Jones, Keith Jones, Geraldine Jones, Pauline 
Jones, Caroline Moore, Charles H. Moore, Maud Moore, Minnie Mocre, 
Pearl Moore, Louis H. Moore, Roy B. Moore, Samuel G. Kerwood, Floyd 
L. Kerwood, Marl R. Kerwood, Laura 3. Kerwood, John Harper (2), 





Richard T. Harper, Ward Harper, Harry Harper, Loren Harper, Mary C. 
Harper, Annie Aeten, Artie Acten, Frank Harper, Claude Harper, 


Lettie Harper, Leon Harper, Jane Harper, Chester Harper, Byren 


+ 





Farper, Virginia Harper, Didama Farper, Laura B., Mayer, Irene Mayer, 
Marie Mayer, Prancis C. Acton, Lee R, Acton, Sam Harper, May Putnam, 
Clive MeClintook, Ernest H. Putnam, Sarah LL. Putnam, Fatie P. 
Cadwell, Beulah M. Cadwell, Parl C. Cadwell, Homer EB. Cadwell, 

Prank J. Herper, Owen Harper, Leonard J. Herper, Paul Harper, 
Claudine Harper, Mary M. Harper, Charles F. Harper, Fawin Verper, 
Dora Fleming, Viola Harper Pleming, Pansy Vivian Plemin,;, 

Raymond EB. Harper, Maurice Albert Harper, Virddie May Farver, Aley 
BR. Harper, Chester 0. Harner, Clide B. Harper, Pansy &. ?funson, 

Ida E. Redick, Richard Harper, Alice Harver, Annie Belle Harper, 


Alvin Harper, James Wesley Harper, Lyle Harper, Clara Jane Harper, 


Christina H. Knapp, Marry Harper Knapp, ‘seorze Dalbdert Knapp, Lester 


Leyd Knapp, George W. Harper, Jennie Atchison, Roy H. Atchiscn, 
Valter Harner, Edward M. Knapp, Wathan N. Knapp, Nirman H. Knapp, 
Wildey BE. Atchison, Montford M. Harper, Leonidas A. Harper, Florence 
Bdna Harper, Roger Harper, Bamuel FH. Marper, George Edgar Harper, 
Joseph Harper, Mamie Rarper, Jacob A. Yarper, William L. Harper, 
Lillian Corrinne Harper, Arthur C. Farper, Bdward J. Werper, Edwin 
Alvin Harper, Florence C. Harper, John ¥. Farper, Bessie Yeargain, 
James H. Harper, James Cheatham Farper, Ella Loretta Harper, 
Lizzie Ellen Boyles, Bessie Boyles, Johnnie Boyles, Clyde Allen, 
Boyles, Mary B. Gaffney, Loretta 4. Rickords, Geraldine M. &. 
Rickords, George A. Harper, John Clifton Harper, Claude Harper, 





and Annie 8. Warper, as Choctaw Indians entitled to rights in 
the Choctaw lands under the provisions of said article fourteen 
of the treaty of eighteen hundred and thirty, and that the ap- 
plications for their identification as sueh should be refused, 





snd 44 Av.06 opderes. | a 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
COMMISSION TO THE FLVE OLVILIZED TRIBES, 
( MUSKOGEE, INDIAN TRRRITORY, 
APRIL 98, 1908. 


lL: ie 


In the matter of the consolidated Mississippi Onoctaw 


case of Jasper Chambers, et al., M.C.R. 5670. 


a 
Now on this’ 224 day of April, 1903, come Thomas & Harrison, 


attorneys for some of the applicants in the above entitled cause, 
and file a motion for a continuance for thirty (30) days from this 
date; and after consideration of said motion, it is the opinion. . 
of this Commission that the same should be granted, and it is so 
ordered; and, further, that said attorneys for some of the appli- 
cants be advised of the action of Fhe Commission and that the 
applicants will be allowed until Friday, May 22, 1903, to introduce 


further testimony in support of the above entitled cause. 


COMMISSION TO THE FIVE CIVILIZ#D TRIBES, 


oo me 








DEPARTUKUET OF THZ INT&RIOR, 


COMMISSION TO THE FIVE OLVILIZED TRIBAS. 


In the matter of the application of Jasper Chambers, et al., 


for identification as Mississippi Ohoctaws, K.0.R.56706. 


DECISION ON ROTION FOR RSCONSIDERATION, 


It appears from the records of the Commission that on Maroh 
4, 1904, this Commission rendered its decision in tho abovo on- 
titled canese, refusine the applications of the applicants herein 
tor identificaticn as Uississippi Chootews; that on Maroh ¢, 
1964, and Merch 19, 1904, tho attorneys fcr the Chocta and Chick- 


aca Nations and the attorneys for the applicants, respectively, 


were culy notified of euch acticn. on May 4, 1904, a motion vas 


filed by the attorneys for the applicante in the above entitled 
cause for reconsideration of the docision of the Commission of 
Maroh 4, 1904, accompanied by proof of service of the same on 


Messers. Kanefield, Nekurray & Oornish, the attorneys for the 





Ghoetar and Chickacay Nations; said motion and pro f of service 


beinse attachod horoto, 


In support of said notion the attorneys for the applicante 





state; 

lat. That the Commission erred in consolidating the @saca 
of Gortain applicants for identification as Mississippi Choctave 
with the cane of Jaspor Chambers, st al. who were not ropreennted 
by Thomas’ Foreman (formerly Thomar & Harrison) ,2aid apnlications 
having previously beon denied by the Comsigsion and approved by 
the ceoretary of the Intericr. 

2nd. That the manner of conducting the investigation, and 
the means by whieh the dooipicn in the above entitled cause wac 
formulated and made were irregular and unfair, in that said deoi- 
sion was prepared u-der tho biased influones of one of the enpl yee 
of the Comaitosion 

ord. That the dooisicn of tho Comnigeion in the above on- 
titled cause ie not supported by the ovidence, 

4th. The Comuiesion erred in gonsolidating tho applica- 
tions ef applicants whe oclai: through John Harper and Cherlea 
Harper, roupectively; esi: ancestors beins alloged to have boon 
brothers. 

As to tho firet allegation, the statoment ocntained in the 
motion for reoonsidsration ie nt in accordance with tie facts. 
The gages of Jasper Chambers, et al., which wore thus consolidated 
with the cases roprceented by Thomas & Voreman (fermorly Thoma: & 
Harrison), hed nover been proviously dooited by this Comission, 
nor hed tha pame- been forwarded to the seorotary of tho interior 


for his consideration, 


of thé Acoision of the Vonmmission in the abovo entitled oauee, 


wheroin it is alle;ed that said decision waco prepared umder tho 


biased influence of one of the euplcyes of tho Commission, said 





a? 


woSlw 
reason has no foundation in fact, nor does it appoar hov this 
roacon, if true, presents any valid cause for a reconsideration 
ef the casa. Said dooieion was ronmdored after a carofnl oxamine- 
tion of the evidence and the law applicable thereto, and as ronderod 
ic the dooleton of the Commission and not that of any of its em- 
elcoyes. Tho applicants do not claim that, through the action of 
the Conminsion or any of its emplryes, thoy were not allowed anplo 
opportu ity te present their case, nor that thoir oase, 38 nroe 
ntod, war not riven duo coneideration by the Commission. 

for further r ason for receneideration of paid decizion of 
the Gonmmiceion it i: ealloged thet the sanc is not supported ty the 
evidencs. No allegation of frund is made, nor do thoy offer to 
oredvre additional testi ony whieh shall have any benring upen 
paid oase; the objoot being that a reconsideration of the Gocision 
of t 3emmiesion in said caso vould brine absent a different 
r-evlt. 

n the matter of t’e vurack ecntest allotment case ke. 17, 
whorein a motion fcr review had beon filod, the bopartment held,, 
in ite letter of Octoher 8, 190y (1.26 b.£368-3560- 190) that "a 
notion f r reviow will not be ~ranted on the ground that reexanina- 


ticn of tne ovidonge nay prinz about a aifforgnt rooult.” Again 


in tre Oreck contest allctmont caso ‘o. 166, the Department, in 


4te lotter of Septombor 6, 1902 (1.7.0. 3869-1908) states; "as 


the applicant doop nt prevent facts not previcvaly Giecuseod or 


tnvolvyed in the case ané calls at*ontion to no law not horotcforo 





e noidored, tho motion is heroby ‘enioed.” 


Ac to. the fourth reason frr reoonsié aration of said dscision 


4t dv allogvod that the Cormission orred in consolidating apolica- 





o+bee 
tions cf certain applicants, all of said ap-licants not alaining 
throurh tho samo common ancestor. 
The evidence in this gase shows that the ap -ligants therein 
ro all, relatives and slaii: through two brothers, ohildran of a 


common ancestor, In the matter of tho application of liszis 


foodward (M.0..80), the Lopartmont, in ite lsttor cf June 10, 


901 (1.7.0.1736-1901) states: "in eases like this, where ceveral 
parties of cne fanily precont clains, the oases should bo con- 
oi@erea torother, to the oxtent, at least, of taking intc considor- 
ation in gonnecti cn vith each all the facts developod in ccnnoction 
with all the othor clains. Indood, all the faoto shown by your 
reecré or vithin your knowlodre of to olaim pending pofore you 
should be acneidored vy you in connection therewith anc should bo 


to anpoar within the record to ba submitted to this Doparte 


The Jonnissicn 1a therefore of the opinion that ne proper 
shoving has boon made for the eranting of caida motion, end it is 
thorofore ordercd that cald moticn filed for tne reconnideration 


of this cass be dented. 





Chairman. 








Commice toner, 





ne 


Commissione 





‘ypkoree, indian 


MAY 28 1904 








M. C. R. 5670 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, January 3, 1903. 


Henry A. Lee, 
103'/2 College Avenue, 
Bloomington, Indiana. 


Dear Sir; 


Receipt is hereby acknowledged of your letter of the 18th 


ultimo, in which you state that you have been advised that one 
Jasper Chambers and others now have Claims pending before this 
Commission for the purpose of establishing their interest in and 
to certain lands set apart by the Government to the heirs of John 
Harper, who in the early days intermarried with a squaw of the 
Choctaw-Chickasaw tribe of Indiens. You ask to be advised how 
such claims are established. 

In reply to your letter you are informed that it appears 
from the records of the Commission that Jasper Chambers and certain 
other persons ere applic-nts to this Commission for identification 
as Mississippi Choctaws, Claiming descent from one John Harper, 
deceased, No opinion or decision has yet been reached in these 
cases. A® soon as ea decision is rendered, the several applicants 


will be notified of the action of the Commission and of the forwarding 





of the record to the Seoretary of the Interior. 
You are further advised that the authority wested in the 
Commiseign to determine the identity of se called Mississippi Choo- 





Ee A. L. Ze 


taws is contained in the provision of the Act of Congress approved 


June 28, 1898, as follows: 


"Said Commission shall have authority to determine 
the identity of Cheotew Indians claiming rights in the 
Chootew lands under article fourteen of the treaty be- 
tween the United States and the Chootaw Nation con- 
Cluded September twenty-seventh, eighteen hundred and 
thirty, and to that end may administer oaths, examine 
witnesses, and perform all other acts necessary there- 
to and make report to the Secretary of the Interior.” 


The fourteenth article of the treaty of 1830, referred to 
in the above legislation, is as follows: 


"Each Choctaw head of a family being desirous to remain 
and become a citizen of the states shall be permitted to do s0 
by signifying his intention to the agent within six menths from 
the ratification of this treaty and he or she shall thereupon 
be entitled to a reservation of one section of six hundred and 
forty acres of land to be bounded by sectional lines of sur- 
vey in like manner shall be entitled to one-half that quanti- 
ty for each unmarried child which ig living with him over ten 
years of age and a quarter seotion to such child as may be un- 
der ten years of age to adjoin the location of the parent; if 
they reside upon said lands intending to become citizens of the 
states for five years after the ratification of this treaty in 
that case a grant in fee simple shall issue; said reservation 
shall inolude the present improvement of the head of the fami- 
ly or a portion of it; persons who olaim under this article 
shall not lose the privilege of a Choctaw citizen but if they 
ever remove are not to be entitled to any portion of 
the Choctaw annuity.” 


The Commission in determining the rights of persons to be 
identified as Mississippi Chootaws, requires that the applicants 
Teasonably demonstrate that they are descendants of Choctaw ances- 
tors who resided in the old Choctaw Nation in Mississippi and Ala- 


bama in eighteen hundred and thirty, and who complied or attempted 


who were subse quently adjudicated beneficiaries thereunder by either 


of the two commissions authorized for this purpose by the acts of 





Congress approved March 3, 1837, and August 23, 1842. 

The Assistant Attorney-General for the Department of the 
Interior, in an opinion of December 3, 1901, defining the power of 
this Commission to identify so Called Mississippi Chootaws under 
the provision of the act of Congress approved June 28, 1896, uses 
the following language: 

"There is no escape from the conclusion that the provision 


in the act of June 28, 1898, contemplated the identification 
of only those 


"Choctaw Indians Claiming rights in the 
Chootaw lands under article fourteen of the treaty 
between the United States and the Choctaw Nation 
concluded September twenty-seventh, eighteen hun- 


dred and thirty.' 

It would therefore be necessary, in order for you to ob- 
tain rights as a Mississippi Choctaw under the provisions of the 
act of Congress of June 28, 1898, and the fourteenth artiole of 
the treaty of 1830, to show that your ancestor who was living at 

’ 
under the Provisions of article fourteen thereof, 

»The rules and regulations of the Commission require that 
@pplicants for identification a8 Mississippi Choctaws who are over 
the age of twenty-one years or who are married present themselves 
in person before the Commission for ex:mination under Oath, at 


whioh time a proper record is made of the =s 





and guardiang may apply for their minor children and wards, 
The Aot of Congress approved July 1, 1902, and ratified 
by the citizens of the Choctaw and Chickasaw Wationg September 25, 





ae Ls 4. 


7902, provides as follows: | 
The application ofhe person for identification as a 
3 eek aotn Cliectaw shali be received: by said Commission 


after six months subsequent toy ead debe of the final rati- 
fication of this agreement .* yi? 


You ‘are advised that wunday. he epics legislation the Com- 
mission will hear applications for identification as Mississippi 
Cheotaws witil the 86th dey of Maroh, 1903. 


Respectfully, 


Acting Chairman, 








M. C. R. 5670 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, January 3, 1903, 


C. L. Townsend, 

Weldon, Illinois, 

Dear Sir: 

Receipt is hereby acknowledged of your letter of the 15th 
ultimo, inclosing a communication addressed to you by the Acting 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs. You state that you desire inform- 
ation with reference to the Indian estate of John Harper, deceased; 
when the allotments are to be made; whether or not his lawful heirs 
Can put in their claims; and what steps are necessary for you to take 
in order to establish your olaim. 

In reply, you are informed that it appears from the records 
of the Commission that Jasper Chambers and certain other persons 
are applicants to this Commission for identification as Mississippi 
Chootaws, claiming descent from one John Harper. Wo opinion or 
decision has yet been reached in this case. As soon as a decision 
is rendered the several applicants will be notified of the action 
of the Commission and of the forwarding of the record to the Seore- 
tary of the Interior. 

The applicants in this case oocupy the status of appli. 








cants for identification ag Mississippi Choctaws whose rights to 


Such identification have in no manner been determined. 





You are further advised that the authority vested in the 


Commission to determine the identity of so called Mississippi Choc- 


tows is oontained in the provision of the act of Congress approved 
June 28, 1898, as follows: 


"Said Commission shall have authority to determine 
the identity of Choctaw Indians Claiming rights in the 
Choctaw lands under article fourteen of the treaty be- 
tween the United States and the Chootaw Nation con- 
cluded September twenty-seventh, eighteen hundred and 
thirty, and to that end may administer oaths, exumine 
witnesses, and perform all other acts necessary there- 
to and make report to the Secretary of the Interior." 


The fourteenth article of the treaty of 1830, referred to 


in the above legislation, is as follows: 


"Bach Choctaw head of a family being desirous to remain 
and become a citizen of the states shall be permitted to do so 
by signifying his intention to the agent within’ six months from 
the ratification of this treaty and he or she shall thereupon 
be entitled to a reservation of one section of six hundred and 
forty acres of land to be bounded by sectional lines of sur - 
vey; in like manner shall be entitled to one-half that quanti- 
ty for each unmarried child which is living with him over ten 
years of age and a quarter section to such child as may be un- 
der ten years of age to adjoin the location of the parent; if 
they reside upon said lands intending to become citizens of the 
states for five years after the ratification of this treaty in 
that case a grant in fee simple shall issue; said reservation 
shall include the present improvement of the head of the fami- 
ly or -a portion of it; persons who claim under this article 
shall not lose the privilege of a Choctaw citizen but if they 
ever remove are not to be entitled to any portion of the Choc- 
taw annuity," 


The Commission in determining the rights 





identified as Mississippi Choctaws, requires that the applicants 


reasonably demonstrate that they are descendants of Choct ew anoces- 





Cc.L.T. 


tors who resided in the old Chootaw Nation in Mississippi and/‘Ala- 


bama in eighteen hundred and thirty, and who complied or attempted 
to comply with the provisions of article fourteen ubove quoted, or 
who were subsequently adjudicated beneficiaries thereunder by either 
of the two commissions authorized for this purpose by the acts of 
Congress approved March 3, 1837, and August 23, 1842. 

The Assistant Attorney-General for the Department of the 
Interior, in an opinion of December 5, 1901, defining the power of 
this Commission to identify so called Mississippi Choctaws under 
the provision of the act of Congress approved June 28, 1898, uses 
the following language: 

"There is no escape from the conclusion that the provision 
in the act of June 28, 1898, contemplated the identifioation of 
only those 

"Choctaw Indians claiming rights in the Choctaw 
lands under article fourteen of the treaty between 

the United States and the Choctaw Nation con- 

Oluded September twenty-seventh, eighteen hundred 

and thirty.' * 

It would therefore be necessary, in order for you to ob- 
tain rights as a Mississippi Choctaw under the provisions of the act 
of Congress of June 28, 1898, and the fourteenth article of the 
treaty of 1830, to show that your ancestor, who was living at the 


date of the conclusion of the treaty of 1630, was a beneficiary 





under the provisions of artiole fourteen thereof. 
The rules and regulations of this Commission require that 


applicants for identification as Mississippi Choctaws, who are over 





the age of twenty-one years or who are married, present themselves 
in person before the Commission for examination under Oath, at 


which time a proper record is made of the application. Parents 


and guardians may apply for their minor children and wards. 


The Act of Congress approved July 1, 1902, and ratified 
by the citizens of the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations September 25, 
1902, provides as follows: 

"The application of no person for identification as a 

Mississippi Choctaw shall be received by said Commission 
after six months subsequent to the date of the final rati- 
fication of this agreement." 

You are advised that under the above legislation the Com- 
mission will hear applications for identification as Mississippi 
Choctaws until the 25th day of March, 1903. 

The letter of the Aoting Commissioner of Indian Affairs 


is returned herewith. 


Respectfully, 


Acting Chairman, 








MC R 5670 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, Jamary 31, 1903. 


A. Jackson Rly, 
Pennington Gap, Virginia. ; 
Dear Sir: 

Receipt is hereby acknowledged of your letter of the 24th 
instant, in Which you state that you have been informed that your 
wife will get ix huméred ond forty acres of land in the Indien 
Territory if properly looked after; that she is & great-cgreate 
granddaughter of John Harper, a Chootaw Indian, and ts a sister of 
D, B. Wade who enrolled about the first of January for a Olain, 
You ask how you should proceed to establish the claim of your wife. 

In reply you are informed that from your letter it is 
presumed you desire to be advised of the procedure necessary in 
presenting to thie Commiasion an application for the identification 
of your wife as a Mississippi Choctaw. 

The authority vested in this Reenictton to determine the 
identity of so-called Mississippi Choctaws is contained in a pro- 


vision of the aot of Congress approved June 28, 1898, which pro- 


vides as follows: 








: "Said Commingion shall hare authority—to—dtetermine the 
identity otaw Indians claiming ome in the Choetaw lands 
under article fourteen of the treaty between the United States and 


Choctaw Nation, eonsluded September twen th, eighteen 
and thirty, and to that end may administer oaths, examine 





A. J. E,---2 


witnesses and perform all other acts necessary thereto and make re- 
port to the Secretary of the Interior. 


The fourteenth article of the treaty of 1830, above re- 


ferred to, is as follows: 


"Each Choctaw head of 2 family being desirous to remain 
and become a citinen of the states shall be permitted to do 80, by 
ot opt iying his intention to the Agent within six months from the 
ratification of this treaty, and he or she shall thereupon be en- 

ed to a reservation of one section of six hundred and forty 
acres of land, to be bounded by sectional lincs of survey; in like 
manner shall be entitled to one half that quantity for each un- 
marriocd phild which tg living with him over ten years of age, and a 
quarter section to such child as mey be under ten years of age, to 
adjoin the location of the parent. If they reside upon said lands 
intending to become citizens of the states for five years after the 
ratification of this treaty, in that casc, a grant in foe simple 
Shall issue; said reservation shall include the present improvement 
of the heed of the fumily, or a portion of it. Persons who claim 
under this articlo shall not lose the privilere of a Chootaw citi-~ 
zon, but if the: ever removo are not to be cntitloa to eny portion 
of the Choctaw alnuity " 


The Commission, in determining the right of persons to 
be identified as Mississippi Choctaws, reqifres that aprlicants 
reasonably demonstrate thot they are descendants Of Choctaw ances- 
tors who resided in the Old Choctaw Nation in Mississippi and Ala- 
bema in 1850, and who complied or at tempted to comply with the pro= 
visions of article fourteen above luoted, or who were subseq ently 


adjudicated beneficiaries thereunder by either of woe 





sions authorized for this purrose by the acts of Congress approved 


March 3, 1837 and August 24, 1842. 





The Assistant Attorney Ceneral for the Department of the 
Interior, in an opinion of December 3, 1901, defining the power of 


this Commission to identify so-called Mississippi Choctaws under 


the provision of the act of Congress of June 28, 1898, ¥ses the 


following language: 

“There is no escape from the ccnelusion that the pro- 
vision in the act of June 28, 1898, contemplated the identification 
of only those 

"Choctaw Indians claiming richts in the Choetaw lands 
under article fourteen of the treaty betwoen the United 
States ond the Choctaw Nation, concluded September twenty- 
seventh, eighteen hundred and thirty.! 

It would, therefore, be necessary, in order for your 
wife to obtain rights as a Mississippi Choctaw under the provisions 
of the act of Congress of June 28, 1698, and the fourteenth article 
of the treaty of 1830, to show that her ancestor whe was Living at 
the date of the conelusion of the treaty of 1830 was a beneficiary 
under the vrovisions of article fourteen thereof. 

The rules and regulations of the Comnlssion reautire that 
applicants for identification a Mississivps Choctaws whe are over 
twentyeone years of are or who are married must present themselves 
in person before the Commission for examination under Cath, at 


state Ts) lr uneir cane. 


guardians may apply for thoir minor children and wards. 





Ae J. Enw--4 


The act of Congress approved July 1, 1902, which was 
ratified by the citizens of the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations, Sep- 
tember 25, 1902, provides: 

"The application of no person for identification as a 
Mississippi Choctaw shall be received by said Commission after six 


months stibsequent to the date of the final ratification of this 
agreement." 


You ars advised that Mor the shove legislation the Com- 


mission will hear applications for identification as Mississippi 


Choctaws until March 25, 1903. 
Respectfully, 


Acting Chairman, 








Muskoges, Indien Territory, April 22, 1903, 


Thomas & Harrison, 
Attorneys at Lew, 
Muskogee, Indian Territory 
Gentlemen: 

There are herewith enclosed wopies of depistons ef the 
Commission granting a continuanse or thirty days from this date 
in the following Miseiesippi Choctaw cakes? rt hip 

sseey eats As, Ee 
John. Harper , : " 1979. 
Respectfully, nhs 
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Muskogee, Indian Territory, November 4, 1903. 


8. Heard, 

Attorney~at-Law, 

Tishomingo, Indian Territory. 
Dear Sir: 

You are hereby advised that the Commission has this day 
notified Jasper Chambers that he will be allowed thirty days from 
this date in which to submit further evidence in support of his ap- 
Plication for identification as a Mississippi Choctaw, and at the 


expiration of said time this Commission will proceed to render its 


decision therein and no further evidence will then be received or- 


extension of time granted, 


Respectfully, 


Chairman, 
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Muskogee, Indian Territory, Rovember 4, 1903. 


Jasper Chambers, 


Izora, Texas. 


Dear Sir: 
You are hereby notified that you will be allowed thirty 


days from this datte within which to submit further evidence in 
support of your application for identification as a Mississippi 
Choctaw, and that at the expiration of said time the Commission 
will proceed to render its decision therein and no further evidence 
will then be received or extension of time eranted, 


Respectfully, 
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Muskogee, Indian Territory, November 7, 1903. 


Mansfield, MoMurray & Cornish, 
Attorneys for Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations, 
South MoAlester, Indian Territory. 


Gentlemen: 


You are hereby notified that you will be allowed thirty 


days from this date in which to submit such evidence as you may de~ 
sire in behalf of the Nations in the matter of the consolidated 
application of Jasper Chambers, et al., for identification as Mis- 
Sissippi Choctaws, and that at the expiration of said time this 
Commission will proceed to render its decision therein and no fur- 
ther evidence will then be received or extension of time granted. 


Respectfully, 


Chairman. 
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Muskogee, Indian rerritory, March 4, 1904, 


Mansfield, MoMurray & Cornish, 
Attorneys for the Choetaw and Chickasaw Nations, 
South MeAjester, Indian Territory. 
Gentlemen: 

You are hereby advised that on Maroh 4, 1904, the Commis~ 
sion rendered a decision in the consolidated Mississippi Choctaw 
case of Jasper Chambers, et al., refusing the applications of the 
persons inoluded therein for identification as Mississippi Choo- 
taws. The record in this case will be retained by the Commission 
for thirty days from the date hereof, and at the expiration of that 
time will be transmitted to the Secretary of the Interior for con , 
sideration with such arguments and briefs as may be submitted by 
you and by the attorneys for the applicants. 

You are further advised that the following persons appear 
of record as attorneys for the applicants in this case: 

Thomas & Harrison, Muskogee, I. T. 

8. Heard, Tishomingo, I. T. 

Henry A. Lee, 103 1/2 College Avenue, Bloomington, Ind. 

M. C. Lykins, 9th & Main Sts., Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Blanton, Andrews & Currie, Ada, I. T. 

Templeton & Hale, Rich Hili, missouri. 

Vv. 8. Morris Colorado Springs, Colorado. 
T 


+ 








r 
Rider & Lewis, Madill, I. T. 





H. B. Williams, Craig, Missouri. 


R, M. Anderson, Beloit, Kansas. 
B. M. Bwing, Waco, Texas. 


Respeotfully, 


a 
7 (ALY Dae 
i Owroevrr ws 


Commissioner in Charge. 








Muskogee, Indian Territory, Maroh 14, 1904, 


M. OC. Lykins, 
9th and Mein Streets, 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Dear Sir: 

You are hereby advised that on March 4, 1904, the Commis- 
sion rendered a decision in the consolidated Mississippi Choctaw 
case of Jasper Chambers, et al., refusing the applications of the 
persons included therein for identification as Mississippi Choe~ 
taws. 

You are further advised that the record in this case will 
be retained by the Commission for thirty days from the date of the 
renéition of said decision and that at the expiration of that time 


said reoord, together with such brief and argument as may be sub- 


mitted byfpou as attorney for the applicants, will be transmitted 


to the Secretary of the Interior for cénsideration. 


Respectfully, 


Registered Commissioner in Charge. 
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Muskegee, Indian Territory, March 14, 1904. 


B. M. Bwing, 
Attorney at Ley, 


Waco, Texas. 


Dear Sir: . 

You are hereby advised that on March 4, 1904, the Commis- 
sion rendered a decision in the consolidated Mississippi Choctaw 
case of Jasper Chambers, et al., refusing the application of the 
persons included therein for identification as Mississippi Choe- 
taws. 

You are further advised that the reoord in this case will 
be retained by the Commission for thirty days from the date of the 
rendition of said decision and that at the expiration of that time 
said record, together with such brief and argument as may be sub- 
mitted by you as attorney for the applicants, will be transmitted 
to the Secretary of. the Interior for oonsideration. 

Respeotfully, 





Commissioner in Charge. 


Registered 
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Muskegee, Indian Territory, Maroh 14, 1904. 


Rider & Lewis, 


Attorneys at Law, 
Madili,; Indian Territory. 


Gentlemen: 

You are hereby advived that on Maroh 4, 1904, the Commis- 
sion rendered a decision in the consolidated Missisgsippi Choctaw 
case of Jasper Chambers, et al., refusing the applicationhe of the 


Persons inoluded therein for identification as Mississippi Choo- 
taws. 

There is enelosed you herewith a copy of said decision 
and you are advised that the reesord in this oase will be retained 
by the Comission for thirty days from the date of the rendition 
of said decision and that at the expiration of that time said re 
cord, together with such brief ané@ argument ae may te submitted by 
you as attorneys for the applicants, will be transmitted to the 
Secretary of the Interior fer consideration. 

Respectfully, 





Registered 
MoM 5 Commiseioner in Charge. 
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Muskogee, Indien Territory, March 14, 1904. 


Henry A. Lee, 
#103 1/9 Gollece Avenue, 
Blocmington, Indisha. 
Dear Sir: 

You are hereby advised that on Mareh 4, 1904, the Commis- 
sion rendered a decision in the consolidated Mississippi Choctaw 
case of Jasper Chambers, et al., refusing the applications of the 
persons included therein for identification as Mississippi Choo- 
taws. 

You are advised that the record in this case will be re- 
tained by the Commission for thirty days from the date of the 
rendition of said decision and that at the expiration of that time 


said record, together with such brief end argument as may be sub- 


mitted by you as attorney for the applicants, will be transmitted 
to the Seeretary of the Interior for consideration. 
Respeotfully, 


Registered Commissioner in Charge. 
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Muskogee, Indian Territory, Mareh 14, 1904. 


8. Heard, 
Attorney at Law, 
Tishomingo, Indien Territory. 
Dear Sir: 

You are hereby advised that on March 4, 1904, the Commis- 
sion rendered a decision in the consolidated Mississippi Choctaw 
case of Jasper Chambers, et al-, refusing the applications of the 
persone included therein for identification as Mississippi Choe- 
tawe. 

There is enclosed you herewith a copy of said decision 
and you are advised that the record in this casé will be retained 


by the Commission for thirty days from the date of the rendition 


Of said decision, and that at the expiration of that time said re- 


eord, together with sueh argument and brief as may be submitted by 
you as attorney for the applicants , will be transmitted to the 
Secretary of the Interior for consideration. 


Respectfully, 





Registered Commissioner in Charge. 


MoM 2 





NC R 5670 


Rica 
mS 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, Mareh 14, 1904, 


Templeton & Hale, 
Attorneys at Law, 
Rich Fill, Missouri. 


Gentlemen: 


You are hereby advised that on March 4, 1904, the Commis- 


sion rendered a decision in the consolidated Mississippi Choctaw 

case of Jasper Chambers, et al., refusing the epplications of the 
persons included therein for identification as Mississippi Choo- 

taws. 

You are further advised that the reoord in this case will 
be retained by the Commission for thirty days from the date of the 
rendition of said decision and that at the expiration of that time 
said reoord, together with such argument and brief as may be sub- 
mitted by you as attorneys for the applicants, will be transmitted 
to the Secretary of the Interior for consideration. 


Respectfully, 


Commissioner in Charge, 





Registered 
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Muskogee, Indian Territory, March 14, 1904, 


Re Me Anderson, 
Attorney at Law, 
Beloit, Kansas. 
Dear Sir: 
You are hereby advised that on March 4, 1904, the Conmise 
Sion rendered a decision in the consolidated Mississippi Choctaw 
Case of Jasper Chambers, et Sle, refusing the applications of the 
persons inoluded therein for identification as Mississippi Choo- 


taws. 


You are further advised that the record in this case will 
be retained by the Commission for thirty days from the date of the 


rendition of said decision and that at the expiration of that time 
Said record, together with such brief and argument as may be sub- 

mitted by you as attorney for the applicants, will be transmitted 

to the Secretary of the Interior for consideration. 


Respectfully, 





Registered 
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Muskegee, Indian Territory, Mareh 14, 1904, 


H. B. Williams, 
Attorney at Law, 
Craig, Missouri. 
Dear Sir: 

You are hereby advised that on March 4, 1904, the Commige 
sion rendered a decision in the consolidated Mississippi Choctaw 
case of Jasper Chambers, et al., refusing the applications of the 
Persons included therein for identification as Mississippi Chooce 
taws. 

You are further advised that the reoord in this case will 
be retained by the Commission for thirty days from the date of the 


rendition of said decision and that at the expiration of that time 


said record, together with such brief and argument as ay be sube 
mitted by you as attorney for the applicants, will be transmitted 
to the Seoretary of the Interior for consideration. 

Respectfully, 


Commissioner in Char g@. 





Ragiatered 
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Muskogee, Indian Territory, March 14, 1904. 


Thomas & Harrison, 
Attorneys at Law, 

Muskogee, Indian Territory. 
Gentlemen: 

You are hereby advised that on March 4, 1904, the Commia- 

sion rendered a decision in the consolidated Mississippi Choctaw 

case of Jasper Chambers, et al., refusing the applications of the 
persons included therein for identification as Mississippi Choo- 
taws. 

There is enclosed you herewith a GOpy of said decision 
and you are advised that the record in this case will be retained 
by the Commission for thirty days from the date of the rendition 
Of said deeision, and that at the expiration of that time it will 
be transmitted to the Secretary of the Interior for consideration, 
with such argument and brief as may be submitted by you as attor- 
neys for the applicants therein. 


Respectfully, 





Commissioner in Charge. 


wane gtered 
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Muskogee, Indian Territory, Mareh 14, 1904. 


Blanton, Andrews & Currie, 
Attorneys at Law, 
Ada, Indian Territory. 
Gentlemen: 
You are hereby advised that on March 4, 1904, the Commis- 
sion rendered a decision in the consolidated Mississippi Choctaw 


case of Jasper Chambers, et al., refusing the application of the 


persons inoluded therein for identification as Mississippi Choe- 


taws. 

There is enclosed you herewith a copy of said decision, 
and you are advised that the record in this case will be retained 
by the Commission for thirty days from the date of the rendition 
of said decision and that at the expiration of that time said re- 
cord, together with such argument and brief as may be submitted by 
you as attorneys for the applicants, will be transmitted to the 
Secretary of the Interior for consideration. 

Respectfully, 





Registered Commissioner in Charge. 
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Muskegea, Indian Territory, March 14, 1904, 


WV. &. Morris, 
Attorney at Law, 
Colerade Springs, Colorade. 
Dear Sir? 

You are hereby advised that on March 4, 1904, the Conmis- 
sion rendered a decision in the consolidated Mississippi Choctaw 
case of Jasper Chambers, et al., refusing the applications of ‘the 
persons included therein for identification as Mississippi ‘Choc- 


taws. 


You are further advised that the record in this case will 


bé retained by the Commission for thirty days from the date of the 
rendition of said decision and that at the expiration of that tins 
said record, together with such argument and brief as may be stbe 

mittea by you as attorney Yor ths applicants, will be transmitted 
to the Secretary of the Interior for consideration. 


Respeotfully, 


Commissioner in Charge. 





Registered 





Muskogee, Indian Territory, March 14, 1904, 


Treadwell & Lucas, 
Attorneys at Law, 
Tishomingo, Indien Territory. 
Gentlemen: 

You are hereby advised that on March 4, 1904, the Commis- 
sion rendereé a decision in the consolidated Miasissippi Choetaw 
case Of Jasper Chambers, et al., refusing the applications of ‘the 
persons insluded therein for identificatien as Mississippi Chos- 
taws. 

There is enclosed you herewith a copy of said decision 
and you are advised that the record in this ease will be retained 
by the Commission for thirty days from the date of the rendition 
Of said deoieion. and that at the expiration of that time said ree 
cord, together with such argument and brief as may be submitted by 
you as attorneys for the applicants, will be tranamitted to the 
Secretary of the Interior for consideration, 

Respectfully, 





Commissioner in Charge. 


Registered 
MoM 4 
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Muskogee; “Indian Territory, Mareh 19, 1904. 


Jasper Chambers, 
Isoro, Texans. 
Dear Sir: 
You are hereby afiviseé that on Maroh 4, 1904, the Commisnion 


renfored a decision in the sonsolidat ed Mississippi Choctaw case 


of Jagper Chambers, et al., of which the application made by you 


for your identification ac a Hissisaippi Ghoctaw was made a part, 
refusing said application. 

You are further advigoé that the attorney of rocord in your 
oase, vr, S. Hoard, Tishomingo, Indian Territory, has been fur- 
nished with a copy of the docision in this case; that the rocord 


Will be retained by the Oommission for thirty @ays from the date 


of the rendition of the dooision, and at the expiration of that 
time will bo transmitted, together with euch argument and brief 
ac may be submitted by your attorney, to the Socretary of the In- 


terior for his consideration. 


Respectfully, 





Repisterc4. Commisoioner in Charre. 
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Muskogee, Indian Territory, March 21, 1904, 


Geo. M. Brown, 
Morgan City, Louisiana. 
Dear Sir: 

Receipt is hereby acknowledged of your letters dated 
March 7th, 6th, and 16th, 1904, asking if certain persons named 
in your letters were properly listed for identification as Missis- 
Sippi Choctaws. 

In reply you are informed that it appears that said 
partics made application to this Commission for identifioation as Re 
Mississippi Choetaws, claiming their rights to such identirioation if 

ce 


blood Choctaw Indian, which applications were consolidated with aN 


by reason of being descendants of one John Harper, ah alleged full © 4 


and made a part of the Mississippi Chootaw case of Jasper Chambersy..4 

et al. : 
On March 4, 1904, the Commission rendered a decision in 

the consolidated Mississippi Choctaw case of Jasper Chambers, et 

al., refusing said application, and you are further advised that 

&@ copy of such decision has been furnished the attorneys of reeord 

in this oase; that the reoord will be retained by the Commission 





nirty days from the date of the rendition of the decision, 
and. at the expiration of that time will be transmitted, together 





with such argument and brief as may be submitted by the attorneys 
of record, to the Secretary Of the Interior for his considerations 
Respéotrully, 


Commissioner in Charge. 








MC R 5670 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, March 23, 1904. 


Rider & Lewia, 
Attorneys at Law, 
Medill, Indian Territory. 
Gentlemen! 
In compliance with a request of Thomas & Yoreman, attore 


neys at law, Muskogee, Indian Territory, an extension of time hes 


been granted in the consolidated Miesissippi Choctaw case of Jasper 


Chambers, et al., until May 4th, 1904, 
Respectfully, 


Commissioner in Charge. 
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Muskogee, Indian Territory, March 23, 1904. 


R. M. Anderson, 
Attorney at Law, 
Beloit, Kansas. 
Dear Sir: 

In compliance with a request of Thomas & Foreman, attor- 
neys at law, Muskogee, Indian Territory, an extension of time has 
been granted in the consolidated Mississippi Choctaw case of Jasper 
Chambers, et al., until May 4th, 1904. 

Respectfully, 


Commissioner in Charge. 
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Muskogee, Indian Territory, March 23, 1904, 


W. S. Morris, 
Attorney at Law, 
Colorado Springs, Colorado. 
Dear Sir: 
In compliance with a request of Thoms & ¥Yoreman, attor- 
neys at law, Muskogee, Indian Territory, an extension of time has 


been granted in the consolidated Mississippi choctaw case of Jasper 


Chambers, et al., until May 4th, 1904. 


Respectfully, 


Commissioner in Charge. 
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Muskogee, Indian Territory, March 23, 1904, 


Treadwell & Lucas, 
Attorneys at Law, 
Tishomingo, Indian Territory. 


Gentlemen: 
In compliance with a request of Thomas & Foreman, attor= 


neys at law, Muskogee, Indian Territory, an extension of time has 


been granted in the consolidated Mississippi Choctaw case of Jasper «, 


Les 


Chambers, et al., until May 4th, 1904, 
Respectfully, 


Commissioner in Charge, 
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Muskogee, Indian Territory, March 23, 1904, 


H. Bs Williams, 
Attorney at Law, 
Craig, Missouri. 


Dear Sir: 


In compliance with a request of Thomas & Foreman, attor- 


neys at law, Muskogee, Indian rerritory, an extension of time has 
been granted in the consolidated Mississippi Choctaw case of Jasper 
Chambers, et al., until May 4th, 1904. 


Respectfully, 


Commissioner in Charges 
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Muskogee, Indian Territory, March 23, 1904. 


M. C. Lykins, 
9th & Main Streets, 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Dear Sir! 
In compliance with a request of Thomas & Foreman, attor- 
neys at law, Muskogee, Indian Territory, an extension of time has 


been ‘granted in the consolidated Mississippi Choctaw case of Jasper 


Chambers, et al., until May 4th, 1904, 


Respectfully, 


Commissioner in Charge. 
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Muskogee, Indian Territory, March 23, 1904. 


Blanton, Andrews & Currie, 
Attorneys at law, 
Ada, Indian Territory. 
Gentlemen: 


In compliance with a request of Thomas & Foreman, attor- 


neys et law, Muskogee, Indian Territory, am extension of time has 


been granted in the consolidated Mississippi Choctaw case of Jasper 
Chambers, et al., until May 4th, 1904, 


Respectfully, 


Commissioner in Charge. 
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Muskogee, Indian Territory, March 23, 1904. 


Templeton & Hale, 
Attorneys at Law, 
Rich Hill, Missouri. 
Gentlemen: 
In compliance with a request of Thomas & Yoreman, attore- 


neys at law, Muskogee, Indian Territory, an extension of time has 


been granted in the consolidated Mississippi Choctaw case of Jasper 


Chambers, et al., until May 4th, 1904, 
Resvectfully, 


Commissioner in Charge. 
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Muskogee, Indian Territory, March 23, 1904. 


3. M. Bwing, 
Attorney at Law, 
Vaco, Texas. 
Dear Sir: 
In compliance with a request of Thomas & Yoreman, attor- 
neys at law, Muskogee, Indian Territory, an extension of time has 


been granted in the consolidated Mississippi Choctaw case of Jasper 


Chambers, et al., untilgMay 4th, 1904. 
Respectfully, 


Commissioner in Charge. 
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Muskogee, Indian Territory, March 23, 1904. 


+ 


8. Heard, 
Attorney at Law, 
Tishomingo, Indian Territory. 
Dear Sir: 


In compliance with a request of Thomas & Poreman, attor- 


neys at law, Muskogee, Indian Territory, an extension of time has 


been granted in the consolidated Mississippi Choctaw case of Jasper 
Chambers, et al., until May 4th, 1904, 
Respeotfully, 


Commissioner in Charge. 
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Muskogee, Indian Territory, March 25, 1904. 


Thomas & Foreman, 
Attorneys at Law, 
Muskogee, Indien Territory. 
Gentlemen: 


Receipt is hereby acknowledged of your letter of March 


18, 1904, asking for an extension of time in the consolidated 


Mississippi Choctaw case of Jasper Chambers, et al., until May 4, 
1904. 
In reply you are advised that said request has this day 
been complied with. 
Respectfully, 


Commissioner in Charge. 
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Muskogee, Indian Territory, March 23, 1904, 


Henry A. Lee, 
#103 1/2 College Avenue, 
Bloomington, Indiana. 
Dear Sir: 


In compliance with a request of Thomas & Foreman, attor- 


neys at law, Muskogee, Indian Territory, an extension of time has 


been granted in the consolidated Mississippi Choctaw case of Jasper 
Chambers, et al., until May 4th, 1904. 
Respectfully, 


Commissioner in 
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Muskegee, Indian Territory, March 26 1904, 


Mansfield, -MeMurray & Cornish, 
Attorneys for the Chootaw and Chickasaw Nations, 
South McAlester, Indian Territory. 
Gentlemen: 

In compliance with a request of Thomas & Foreman, attor+ 
neys at law, Muskogee, Indian Territory, an extension of time has 
been granted in the consolidated Mississippi Choctaw Case of Jasper 
Chambers, et al., until May 4th, 1904, 

Respectfully, 


Commissioner in Charge. 








Muskogee, Indian Territory, April 1, 1904, 


Thomas & Foreman, 
Attorneys at Law, 
Muskogee, Yndian Territory, 
Gentlemen3 


There are inclosed you herewith original and carbon copy 
of a motion for a reconsideration by the Commission of its decision 


of March 4, 1904, in the consolidated Mississippi choctaw case of 


Jasper Chambers, et ale for the reason that there is no proof of 


Service of a copy of such moticn upon Messrs. Mans field, McMurray & 
Cornish, the attorneys for the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations. The 
rules of the Commission and the Department require that a copy of 
motions of this character must first be served upon the attorneys 
for the nations before the same oan receive consideration by the 
Commission or the Department» 

Upon the return of the motion with proof of service of copy 
thereof upon Messrs Mansfield, McMurray & Cornish, the attorneys for 
the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations , the same will receive consider= 
ation by the Commission. 


Your attention ts also invited to that portion of the moe 





tion in which it is alleged that an employe of the Commission by rea~ 
son of his employment at one time by Mansfield McHurray & Cornish, 
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was prejudiced against the interests of the applicants in this case 
and that the decision was prepared under his biased influence, cone 
trary to equity and good conscience and violative of official decore 
um and unbiased judgments The Commission cannot permit reflections 
as to the honesty and integrity of the commission or its employes 


to be mde a part of the record in any citizenship cases pending bee 


fore it for adjudications If it is your desire to file any charges 


ageinst any employe as to his honesty and integrity or the use of 
his official position for private gain you should make your charges 
direct and specifie and you will be afforded an opportunity to sub- 


stantiate the samee 


Respectfully, 


Commissioner in charges 
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Muskogee, Indian Territory, April 2, 1903, 


M.C. Lykins, 

Attorney at Law, 

Room 7, S.E. Corner 9th & Main Streets, 
Cinctnnati, Onio, 
Dear Sir: 

Receipt 1a hereby acknowledged of your letter of the 334 
ultimo, in which you ask to be informed of the statue of the claim 
for the estate of John Harper, decsased., You state that, "a number 
Of heire have been to see me in the matter; algo what econnestion 
Mr. John R. Thomas has in the matter,*® 

In reply: to your letter, you are informed that Jasper 


Chambers and certain other persons are anplioants to this Gon 


mission for identification as Missiseippi Choctawsa, claiming descent 


from John Harper and his wife, Polly Ann or Mary Ann Harper, full 
blood Choctaws, 

The Commission has not up to the present time rendered 
any opinion or decision relative to the right of the several appli-~ 


cants in this case to be identified as Misasisgipni Choctawa, but 
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is now d5oneidering their applications and it 46 probable 4 deeision 
will be rendered in the near future. The several avplicante will 
be duly notified of the action of the Commission, and of the for~ 
warding of the reaord to the Seoretary of the Interior. 

The firm of Thomas & Harrison, Attotneys at Law, Muskogee, 
Indian Territory, of whieh John Ry Thomas is a member, represents 
& large mumber of the applicants in this case, 

Respeotfully, 


Commissioner in Gharga, 








Dear 


1904, 


bie Ved, 5670 


kuskogee, Indian Territory, Hay 17, 1904. 


Ewing, 
Attornoy-at-Law, 
Faeo, Texas, 


tir: 


Receipt is heroby acknowledged of your lettor of April 3 


» 


enclosing bricf tc bo filed with the record in the "Jno. 


Harper heirge case” to be forwardod to the scorotary of the Into- 


rior. 


v 


The game will be filed with tie rocord in said ouse. 


xecpectfully, 








.0,R.5670 


Muskogee, Indian Torritory, May 24, 1904. 


Thomas & Foreman, 
Attornoys-at-Lev, 
Muskogee, Indian Territory. 

Gontlomon: 

the Commission is in receipt of your lotter of May 4, 1904, 
enclosing motion for appoal in the cage of Jasper Chambers, ect al, 
(N.C.K.5670). 

You are informod that undor dspartmontal instructions this 


Comniscion forwards all casos to the Dopartment for its considera- 


tion wherein the decision oi tne Vommission is adverse to the ap= 


plicants. “aid moticn will be forwarded to the Department to- 
fotner with tho rocord in said case. 

You are furthcr informed that you will be allowed up to 
and inclusive of June 1,. 1904, in which to filo briof and argu} 
ment in behalf of the applicants ombracod in seid euso. 


Rospoctfully, 





Commissionor in Charre, 





fe .u.5670 


Wuskogoo, indian Territory, May 31, 1964. 


Thomas « ¥orcman, 

Attornoys-at-Las, 

Muskogeo, indian Territory. 
Gonticmon: 

You will find onolosed horevith a cony of the decision of 
this Commission donydnr your moticn for the reconsideration of the 
docision of the Gommigsion renderod Maroh €,.2904, in the ease of 

« 
Jaoper Chambers, et al., K.U.i.5670, applicants fcr identification 
as Lississippi Chosctaws. 


nespretfully, 


Chairman, 








Cor V. 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, June 13, 1904, 


The Honorable, 
The Secretary of the Interior. 
Sir: 
There is transmitted herewith the record in the consol- 
idated case of Jasper Chambers et al., ap»licants to the Commis- 


sion for identification as. Mississippi Choctaws, including the 


decision of the Commission of Mirch 4, 1904, 


The above consolidated case embraces the following 


original avvlications heard by the Commission: 


Jasper Chambers MCR 
Alvan B, Chambers et al. MCR 
William C. Chambers et al., MCR 
William FP. Chambers et al., 

Joel B, Chambers et al., MCR 
Nanoy J. MoKinzie et al., LCR 
George W. Chanibers et al., MOR 
Andrew J. Chambers et al., MCR 
Sampson D. Chambers et al., MCR 
Benjamin BE, Chambers et al., MCR 
Martha A.B. Chambers et al., MOR 
Margaret Cochran v4 
John Henry Drake MCR 
John Henry Drake et al., MOR 
Ira Drake et al., MOR 
Alexander Drake 

Hannie J. Regers 

Grover C. Drake et al., 

Sallie Ann Duff et al 

Thomas N. Duff 

Henry 8. Duff et al. 

Margaret Reasor et al., 

Laura Yocum et al., 

Charles EH. Duff et al., 

Henry Bruce Duff 








Samuel B. Duff 

Lennie B, Reasor 

Annie Wade 

Alice D. Horton et al., 
John Wade et al., 

Daniel Boone Wade et al., 
Leonidas Wade 

Lida Cowgill 

Nanoy J. Bowman 

Margaret. Bowman 

Matt Bowmsan 

Ligsie Lawson et al., 

Cora Lawson et al., 
Drucilla Duff et al, 
Margaret Creech et al., 
William H. Evans et al., 
Millie Ann Ledford et al., 
Lydia A. Barnes et al., 
Charles E. Ledford et al., 
Fielding Hanks 

John W. Hanks et al., 
Andrew Jackson Hanks et al., 
Hannie Ingram et al., 
Bettie Rogers et al., 
Olivia Satterfield et al., 
wary E. Willa et al., 
Vina EB. Downs et al., 
William H. Reynolds et al., 
Green Reynolds et al., 
Sarah B. Dennis et al,, 
George Downs 

William J. Henks et al., 
John W. Lewis et al., 
Lydia Spencer et al,, 
James H, Hanks et al,, 
Grant Hanks 

John W. Hanks et al., 

Mary A. Hanks 

Lura Faulkner et al., 
Albert Lewis 

MoDonel Lewis et al., 
Fielden Brown 

Henry Hanks et al., 
Millison Mollvane et al., 
Leander M, Brown et al., 


6565 
6566 
7211 
6520 
7206 
6553 
6969 
6746 
6662 
6663 
6664 
6673 
6674 
6681 
6675 
6665 
6539 
6544 
6542 
6682 
6676 
7151 
6685 
6683 
6684 
6847 
6848 
7107 
7108 
6849 
6859 
6527 
6869 
6512 
6526 
6525 
6558 
6528 
7419 
6552 
6661 
6557 
6866 
6677 
6561 





Judith Wills 
Mary EB. Brown et al., 
Thomas L. Brown et al., 


6654 
6851 
6850 





~o3-= 


Zarilda Day et al., 

Jamos Sally et al., 
Jaakson Sally 

Juda Saily et al., 

William Ls Day st al., 
James 8S. Day 

Robert. B. Day 

Minnie Leigh Horton et al., 
Ada Kash et al., 

Sarah Elizabeth: Faulkner et‘al., 
busy a et.al., 


ap Horton 

ata: Wi 

Vieidon Cox et al., 

Nannie Alice Cresoh et alo 

Mollie Ingram et al., 

John W. Gox at. al., 

Rild@a Cox 

Buford Tngram 

Nancy Landrum et al., 

Wilidjam J. Landrum et.al. , 

Margaret Lawson et al., 

Joseph Landrum @t-al,, 

Wick Landrum et al. , 

Nancy J, Landrum 

Jonn Cox : 

Wilitem Hanks et al., 

Rosaline Duff 

Sarah B. Wilson 

Lucey Olark et:al,, 

Rosa MoNabb:..e4 ali, 

Grant ig eoir at. iki 

Byrd WH, Spradling et al., 

George Cud Spradiing 

Junie J. Byrd et al., 

Cora Cannoy et al., 

Stella Burkhart et al., 

Chriatépher 0. Collingeworth et al. a] 
Maggie Egelston et al. 

Martha Jane Collingesworth et al., oon 
Christopher Columbus Hanks, et al. ,MOR 
Altos Fulks et Shes MCR 











oud B, Hanks, et ay? 

Dora %. Hanke et al., MCR 6567 
Wil ites T. Hanks et al., MGR 7400 
laura A. Horton. «et al., MCR 6672 





~+4-- 


Millard ¥. Horton et al., 
Rausie Rogers et al., 
Nannie J. Bolin et al., 
Media Carter 

Millie Ann Asbury et al., 
Callie Clark et al., 
Rilda Clark ot al., 

Homa Clark et al., 
Willionm ©, Cox et al. 
Nannie Northoutt et als. 
Thomas D, Hanks et al., 
Banie Guy et al., 

Willie Hanks et al., 
Lucy Drake ¢t al, 

Millie Ann Byra é¢ a1,, 
Josie B, Guy 

John C, Guy 

Lusy C. Townsend et al., 
Addie Stamper et al., 
Lydia Lykine et al., 
Jacob Hanks et al,, 
Athey Barnes 

Georgia Hanks 

Lucinda Chaney 

Sarah Ann Alleman et al,, 
Mary Ellen Glass 

Alice Amyx et al., 

Boon Howard et al., 
Farry M. Alleman et al., 
Fred Alisnan 

Carrie 

Lydia Meadows et al., 
Blmira Hobbs et al., 
Louisa Smith 

Frank’ Meadows et al., 
Lousina Meadows, 

Rebecca Riggs et al., 
Fielding Meadows et al., 
Madison Spencer et al., 
Ida Stockiale et al., 
Perry Cheatham Jr, et al., 
Perry Cheatham Sr, 
Malinda Mitchell et al., 
Harriet Doss et al,, 
Hattie Morris et al.. 
David Cheatham et al 
Squire D, Cheatham 











w-§-- 


John W, Cheatham et al., 
Bffie C. Jackson 

Charlies H. Cheatham et al., 
Augustus ¥. Cheatham et al., 
Byeline Large et al., 
Bum Artie Cheatham et al., 
Annie Connely et al., 
Addie Connely et al. 
Elbert Cheatham et al., 
Hattie Cheatham 
Andrew C. Cheatham 
Waldo P. Jett 
+ ae Jett 

ou €. Fulkerson etai,, 
Buma Turley et al., 
William ¥. Cheathan 
Annie Brayfield et al., 
Bertie 5. Brayfield 
Lucian L, Cheatham et al., 
Dixie Smedley 
Herman P. Cheatham et al., 
Gilliam Collier 
Lena C, Poor 
Frank Cheatham 
James W, Cheatham et al., 
Lizzie Chappell et al., 
William T. Cheatham et al., 
Hattie M. Ogden et al. 
Harry 8. Cheatham et al., 
Effie Chappeld 
Della Chappell 
Nancy Ann White 
Armilda Long et al., 
Jennie W. Ewing et al., 
Bva Edmonds et al., 
Adella White 
Omera Floyd Long 

Carl L. Long 
Bva Collier et al. 
John R. Cheatham et al., 
Charles H, Cheatham et al., 
James W,. Cheatham 
Clifton R. Cheatham et al., 
Phoebe J, Rylander et al., 
Annie May Withers ot al., 








Katie P. Bllison 
- Johnie W. Cheatham 
Mary EB. Lanham 





Mary Trinble 
Catherine Horner et al., 
John C, Tipton 

Robert Firman Thompson 
Jimmie ¥rank Wheeler ot al., 
Badward 3B, Thompson 

Mary P. Horner 

Bessie King et al., 
James R, Cheatham et al., 
Amanda ¥F. Cheatham 

Nanoy Thomson et al., 
William F. Cheatham 
MeClelland Chea tham 
Sarah Brown et al., 
Rohert Moabb 

Fielding MoKnabb 

Minie MeaKnabb 

Lena Yord et al., ; 
Caroline Creech 

Clara EB. Cheatham et al. . 
John W. MoKnabb et al., 
Wilburn Harper et al. 5 
Sugan Crary et al., 

Louis Harper et al,, 

John Harper 

Mattie MoCarrick et al., 
Louise Wiedey et al, F 
Vietor H. MeCarrick 
Sarah. Drolte 

Lewi® William Drolte et al., 
Maggie D. Lauver et al., 
Nettie May Herp et al., 
Annie Robberts et al., 
Fred Drolte et al;, 
William P. Harper et al., 
James B, Harper et al., 
Guy G@. Harper 

Lewis B. Harper 

William H. Johnston 











John RP. Kerwood et al., 

Catherine Cormioan et al 

Hattie Jones et al, 
Caroline Moore et ai., 





a 


Samuel G, Kerwood et al., 
Laura B. Kerwood 

John Harper 

Richard T, Harper et al., 
Annie Acton et al,., 

Frank Harper et al. 
Chester Harper et 5 
Didam Harper 

Laura B. Mayer et al., 
Francis C, Acton ¢ 
Lee R. Acton 

Sam Harper 

May Putnam et al., 

Katie B. Cadwell et al., 
¥rank J. Harper et al, 
Charles ¥F. Harper at al., 
Dora Fleming et al., 
Raymond #, Harper 
Maurice Albert Harper et al., 
Aley E. Harper 

Chester @. Harper et al., 
Pansey B, Munson 

Ida BE. Redick 

Richard Harper et al., 
Christina H, Knapp et al., 
George W. Harper 

Jennie Atchison et al., 
Walter Harper 

Edward M, Knapp et al., 
Hiram H, Knapp 

Wildey B, Atchison 
Montford M. Harper 
Leonidas A. Harper et al., 
Samuel H. Harper et al., 
William L, Harper et al., 
Arthur C. Harper 

Edward J. Harper et al., 
Florence C,. Harper 

John F¥. Harper 

Bessie Yeargain 

James H, Harper et al., 
Mary I Gaffney 


7106 
7102 
7079 
7137 
7134 
7122 
7117 
7116 
7135 
7132 
7136 
7148 
7270 
7271 
7202 
71078 
7262 
1256 
7258 
1254 
7257 
7259 
7253 
7121 
7280 
1272 
7294 
7138 
T26 
7281 
7283 
7229 
7026 
7025 
7023 
7024 
7118 
7119 
7120 
7163 
1265 
7131 


9122 
TLOO 








Lorstta G, Rickords et al. 
George A. Harper 
John Clifton Harper et al., 
Annie E. Harper, 


7115 
7266 
7333 





The. edad Geis ins oe teagr te Teport that the: pFin- 
aye. applicante ‘tn the several woparate appliottions, their 
attorneys. ‘of record aria ‘the sttorners., Ser the Chectaw and Shick- 
onan Ha bias have Been: day advised by letter of the wotion of the 
‘Oomini-entdn ‘@opies. of ‘mid letters being Httached to. the rederd« 
there are also transmitted herewith, motion for regone 


-Bideration.of this case, filed by Thomas & Foreman, attorneys ‘for 


the applicants; degision of thé Commission dénying said motion} 


appeal by said attorneys for the applicants to the Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs, and also brief filed by B.M. Ewing, attorney 
for the applicants in the cases of Jennie W. Bwing et als, Nancy 
Ann White, Adella White, and Eva Eamonts et al.. 


Respectfully, 
WiIGNED) 


Lame Bixby. 
Cha tirman i 
Through the 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 


3 Incl. MOR 5670 








Muskogee, Indian Territory, February 16, 1906. 


Hon. J. C, Needham, M. C., 
Washington, D. 0. 
Dear Sir: 

This office is in receipt of a commnication from you 
under date of January 27, 1905, requesting to be advised the status 
of the Mississippi Choctaw applications of J... Cheatam, et al. 
and Omera Lloyd Long, and what, if anything, these applicants may 
now do to save themelves. 

In reply you are informed it appears from the records of 
the Commission that application was made by James W. Cheatham on 
behalf of himself and his minor children, Pearl ¥., Hazel F., 
Adelle M., icra B., Mabel R. and Flora Cheatham, and by Omera 
Floyd Long on penalt of herseit, for identification as Mississippi 
Choctawe, their applications being eonsolidated with ana made a 


part of the Mississippi Choctaw case of Jasper Chambers, et al., 
MC R 6670, in ‘whith consolidated case a decision adverse to all 
the applicants was renéerea by the Commission on March 4, 1904, 
and the reoord, together with said decision, forwarded the Depart~- 
ment on June 13, 1904. 





The Commission requires of applicants for identification 


as Mississippi Choctaws that they not only show that they are 





possessed of Choctaw blood but that they must also show that they 
are descendants of Choctaw ancestors who resided in the old Choctaw 
Nation in the States of Mississippi and Alabama in 1830 and that 
Buch ancestors complied or attempted to comply with the provisions 
of the lath article of the Choctaw treaty of 1630, or subsequently 
haa their claims arising thereunder adjudicated by either of the 
two commissions authorised for this purpose by the Acts of Congress 
approved March 3, 1837 and August 23, 1842. Wo sufficient evidence 
of this character has been submitted in support of said claims. 
This case having passed from the hands of the Commission 
to the Department, we are without authority to receive or consider 
any further evidence in support thereof unless directed to do so 
by the Secretary of the Interior, and in this oonneotion you are 
advised that motions for rehearings in Mississippi Choctaw cases 


@re enly granted where sufficient reason appears for so doing. 


The applicants are required to show that they, or some one of their 
ancestors, were citizens of the old Choctaw Nation in the States of 4 
Mississippi and Alabama in 1830 and heads of families, and, as euch’. 
comlied or attempted to comply, in person or by proxy, with the 
provisions of artiole 14 of the treaty of September 27, 1830. 


A mere allegation that their ancestors so complied is not suffi- 





cient; the time of their application to be registered must also be 


shown, and the conversation or ciroumstances relating to it. In 





some cases this showing can be made direotly by satisfactory evi- 
dence, either oral or documentary; in others the applicants can 
socomplish the same result by showing that an ancestor of theirs 
was identical in person with one of the original beneficiaries 
of said article 14, whose name appears as such in the reoords of 
the government. No conclusion, however, as to identity oan be 
reached in the absence of a full history of the applicants’ ances- 
tors, showing, as nearly as possible, their legal residence and 
family associations, also their Chootaw as well as their English 
names. 

Petitions for rehearings should be addressed to the 
Secretary of the Interior, through the Commission to the Five 


Civilized Tribes, and should be in the form of, or acbompanged by, 


the affidavits of the party in interest, setting forth by what 
testimony he expects to establish his olaim, and containing the 
names of the witnesses who are expected to furniai the required 
testimony. Petitioners must also show how, when and where gaia 
witnesses acquired their knowledge of the facts whereof it is 
expected that they will testify. 

Respeotfully, 





Chairman. 





DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIO R, 
Washington. FHE, 
I.T,D. 4851-1905, June 2, 1905, 


L.R.S- 


Mr, J. W. Cheatham, 
Muskogee, Indian rerritory, 


Sir: 


Replying to your letter of no date, asking the status of your 


application for identification as a Mississippi Choctaw, you are 
advised that on March 30, 1905, the Department affirmed the de- 

cision of the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes rejecting 

the applicants i nthe consolidated Mississippi Choctaw case of 

Jasper Chambers, et al., in which case you are one of the appli- 
cants,. 

Respectfully, 
M. W. Miller, 


Assistant Secretary. 








Muskeges, Indien Territory, June 7, 1905, 


tie Honorable, | 
: The’ seoretary of the Interior, 
Sir; 

On thie date Mr. J, W, Cheatham, of Muskogee, Indian Ter-. 
ritory, “in company with his attorney, Wa. Me Harfipon, appegred 
before the General offiee of the Pommission and requested that he 
be permitted to examine the decision ef the Departinent in the eon- 
#0lidated Missiesippl ohoctaw case of Jasper Chambers, et al, 

/ MiP, Qheethan was advised that the case was still pending 
before the Department, He then exhibited a letter from the 
Anedetant Beoretary of the. Taperser, wader date of June 4, 1906; 
{2 p 486161908), in whol he ‘te aavined that 


y+ 1908, the Departuent affirsied the 
decision the oe Oumalonioatin the pive C Povil isan ortken:- 
rejecting the applicaites th Mas eeongoli ane Miselopinns”™ 


Choctaw ease of Jasper Chambers, ot al., in which oase 
you are one of the appl iteanta, ® 
The records of the Commission show thet the consolidated 


Mispiesippi Choct aw Case of Jasper Chembers, et als, together with 





the deotion of the Comission of Narch 4, 1904, was, on June 13, 
1904, forwarded the Department, through the Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs, 





t have to Feapectfully request that if thie case has been 
disposed of by the Department, the Comisdion be so adviaed end 
furnished with a eopy ef the decision of: the secretary of the 
Interior. 5 


Reapeotfully, 


Commissioner in Charge, 


Through the Comufesaioner 
of Indian Aff aire; 


Mew 600 








M.C.R.5670, 


Myskogee, Indian Territory, June 26, 1905. 


8. Heard, 
Attorney at Law, 

Tishomingo, Indian Territory. 
Dear Sir: 

You are hereby notified that on the 30th day of March, 
1905, the Secretary of the Interior affirmed the decision of 
this Commission refusing the applications for identification 
as Mississippi Choctaws of the several persons included in the 
Consolidated case of Jasper Chambers, et al., of which decision 
you were advised by mail on the 14th day of March, 1904. 

Respectfully, 


thhe Lurk hive bo 


ON gr-ey : 
// redbmning S / 


WHY, J Shir ol. (i A+ tyre 





. M ‘cs U bv 4 thy HAs MNih > du Ws 
" Reth fr crymhee 





M.C.R.5670, 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, June 26, 1905. 


EB. M. Bwing, 
Attorney at Law, 

Waco, Texas. 
Dear Sir: 

You are hereby notified that on the 30th day of Maroh, 
1905, the Secretary of the Interior affirmed the decision of 
this Commission refusing the applications for identification 
as Mississippi Chootaws of the several persons inoluded in the 
consolidated case of Jasper Chambers, et al., of which decision 
you were advised by mail on the 14th day of March, 1904. 

Respectfully, 








M.C.R.6670, 


{ 
Muskogee, Indian Te#ritory, June 26, 1905. 


R, M, Anderson, 
Attorney at Law, 

Beloit, Kansas. 
Dear Sir: 

You are hereby hotified that on the 30th day of March, 
1905, the Secretary of the Interior affirmed the deoision of 
this Commission refusing the applications for identification as 
Mississippi Choctaws of the several persons included in the 
consolidated oase of Jasper Chambers, et al., of which decision 
you wereadvised by mail on the 14th day of March, 1904, 

Respectfully, 








M.C.R.5670. 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, June 26, 1905. 


H. B, Williams, 
Attorney at Law, 
Craig, Missouri. 
Déar Sir} 
You are hereby notified that on the 30th day of March, 
1905, the Secretary of the Interior affirmed the decision of 
this Commission refusing the applications for identification as 


Mississippi Choctaws of the several persons included in the 


consolidated oase of Jasper Chambers, et al., of which decision 


you were advised by mail on the 14th day of March, 1904, 
Respeotfully, 








MCR 5670, 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, June 26, 1908, 


Rider & Lewis, 
Attorneys at Law, 

Madill, Indian Territory. 
Gentlemen: 

You are hereby notified that on the 30th day of March, 
1905, the Secretary of the Interior affirmed the decision of 
this Commission refusing the applications for identification 
as Mississippi Choctawa of the several persons included in the 
consolidated case of Jasper Chambers, et @l., of which decision 
you were advised by mail on the 14th day of March, 1904, 

Respeotfully, 








M.C.R.5670. 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, June 26, 1905, 


Pd 


Treadwell & Lucas, 


Attorneys at Law, 

Tishomingo, Indian Territory. 
Gentlemen! 

You are hereby notified that on the 30th day of March, 
1905, the Secretary of t'ie Interior affirmed the decision of 
this Commission refusing: the applications for identification as 
Mississippi Choctaws of the several persons included in the 
consolidated case of Jasper Chambers, et al., of which decision 
you'were advised by mail on the 14th day of March, 1904, 


Respectfully, 








: M.C,H.5670. 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, June 26, 1905, 


W. S. Morris, 
Attorney at Law, 

Colorado Springs, Colorade. 
Dear Sir: 

You are hereby notified that on the 50th ‘day of .Maroh, 
‘1905 the. Seoretary of the Interior affirmed the decision of 
this Commission refusing the applications for tdentification as 
Mississipps Chootawa of the several persons inc]uded in. “the: 
Consolidated oase of Jasper Chambers, et al., of widoh. Aenipton’, 
you were advised by matI on oe 14th: day of March, ios, ¥ 

Raqieottulay, 








M. C.R.5670 s 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, June 26, 1905. 


Templeton & Hale, 
Attorneys at Law, 
Rich Hill, Missouri. 


Gentlemen: ' 
_You are hereby notified that on the 30th day of March, 
"908, the Secretary of the Interior.affirmed the decision of 
this Gommission refusing’ the applivations for identifieation as 
Mississippi Choctaws of the several persons included inthe, 
consolidated case of Jasper Chambers, et al., of which decision 
* you! were advised by mail on the 14th day of March, 1908, 
Respectfully; 


Chairman 








M.C«R.6670. 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, June 26, 1905, 


M. C. Lykins, Attorney at Law, 
9th and Main Streéts, 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Dear Sir: 
You are hereby notified that on the 30th day of March, 
1905, the Seoretary of the Interior affirmed the deofgion of 


this Commission refusing the applications for identification 


as Mississippi Choctaws of the several persons included in. the 


Cons@lidated case of Jasper Chambers, et al., of wiith/Weoiaion 
you were advised by mail on the 14th day of Maroh, 1904, 
Respectfully, 








M.C.R.6670y 


Muskogee, Indian Térritory, June 26, 1905. 


Henry A. Lee, Attorney at Law, 
103-1/2 College Ave., 

Bloomington, Illinois. 
Dear Bir: 

You are hereby notified that on the 30th day of Maroh, 
1905, the Secretary of the Interior affirmed the decision of 
this Commission refusing the applications for identification 
Ss Mississippi Choctaws of the several persons included in the 
cOnsolidated case of Jasper Chambers, et al., of which decision 
you were advised by mail on the 14th day of March, 1904, 

Respeetfully, 








M.G.RiS@70. 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, June 26, 1905. 


Hon. J. 0, Needham, M.C., 

Washington, D. C, 
Dear Sir: 

You are hereby notified that on the 30th day of Maréh, 
1906, the Secretary of the Interior affirmed the decision of 
this Commission refusing the applications for identification 
as Missieeippi Choctawse of the several persons included in the 
consolidated case of Jasper Chambers, et al., of which deoi- 
sion you were advised by mail on the 14th day of Maroh,: 1904. 

Respeotfully, 








Maskogee, Indian Territory, 


William M. Harrison, 
Attorney at Law, 

Muskogee, Indian Territory. 
Dear Sir: 

You are hereby notified that on the 30th day of March, 
1905, the Secretary of the Interior affirmed the decision of 
this Conmission refusing the applications for identification 
@8 Mississippi Choctaws of the Several persons inoluded in the 
consolidated case of Jasper Chambers, et al., of which decision 
you were advised by mail on the 14th day of March, 1904. 

Reapectfully, 


pans 


Chairman, 








M.CR «6670, 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, June 26, 1905. 


Mansfield, McMurray & Cornish, 
Attorneys for Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations, 
South McAlester, Indian Territory. 
Gentlemen: 
You are hereby notified that on the 30th day of Maroh, 
1905, the Secretary of the Interior affirmed the decision of 
this Commission refusing the applications for identification as 


Mississippi Chootaws of the several persons included in the 


consolidated case of Jasper Chambers, et al., of which decision 


you were advised by mail on the 4th day of March, 1904, 
Respectfully, 








M,C.R 5670 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, June 26, 1905, 


Blanton, Andrews & Currie, 
Attorneys at Law, 
Ada, Indian Terri tory, 
Gentlemen: 
You are hereby notified that on the 30th day of March 
1905, the Seeretary of tlie intertor affirmed the decision of this 
Commission refusing the applications for identification as Missisge 
sippi Choataws of the several Persons included in the eonseolidated 
gase of Jasper Chambers et ®l., of which deoision you were advised 
by. registered mail on the 14th day of March, 1904, 
: Respectfully, 








Ma Ci R, 8670. 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, June 26,..1906, 


Jasper Chambers, 
Zeoro, Texas: 

Dear Sir: 

You are herby notificea thet on the 30th day of March. 
1905; the Seoretary of the Interior affirmed the decision of this 
Commission refusing the appliocataons for identification as 
Mississippi Ghootaws of the seyerai Persons. included in the 
consolidated case of Jasper Chambers, et al-, of which decision 
you were advised by’ registered mail on the 19th day of March 1904; 

Respectfully, 








MC R 6670 


Muskegee, Indian Territery, June 26, 1905, 


Themas & Fereman, 
Attorneys at Law, 

Muskogee, Indian Territery. 
Gentlemen: 

You are hereby notified that om the 30th day of March, 
1905, the Secretary ef the Interior affirmed the decision of 
this Commission refusing the applications fer ident ification 
as Mississippi Choctaws ef the several persons included in the 


Consolidated case ef Jasper Chambers, et al. ’ of which decision 


you were advised by mail on the 14th day ef March, 1904, 
Respectfully, 
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Comaissioner to the Five Civilized Tribes, 
Muskogee, Indian Territory. 
Sir: 
You are advised that a motion for a rehearing has been 
filed with the Department on behalf of William P, Harper and 


others in the matter of the Consolidated applications of Jasper 


Chambers et al., M.C.R.56%0 et al., for identification as Missis- 


sippi Chectaws, wherein the Department on March 30, 1908 (I.7.D. 
11448+1904), affirmed the decision of the Conmission to the Five 
Civilized Tribes denying the applications of the applicants named 
therein for identification as Mississippi Choctaws. 

Respectfully, 


(Signed) THOS RYAN 


First Assistant Secretary. 
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n the matter of 1 erplication @f Neney J. MeKinsie for 
the Launtitioation of’ her peven minor ehildren, Willian 
A., Martha B., Jasper . baie) 3., John.I., Grover Q. and Joel ¥. 
MoKinsie, as Mississippi Cheetaws., 


8. Heard attorney for applicant. 


Waney J. MeKinsie being, first awWy sworn testified as 
fellows: 


Rxemination by the Commission: 


ms your name? A eon J. Meoxinsie, 
fd your age? <A one. 
=e, post at ete es? A Pideoke, Coryell County, 


A Well I have enly been Living 
roing on Pe sy years. 
Gulive before that? A’ Well, I have just been liv- 
and about first in one place another. 
A Yep sir. 
were you bern? A I was born in Minseird ; 
Trem Missouri you went where? A fo Kansas, 
Te Arkansas. 


have been there since? A "Yes sir, 
AWout hew many years in Texas? A Well, it's abeut---well 1 
doen't eee An ae "?4, 
Your father is living is he net? A Yes sir. 
Ig your nag living? A Yes air. 
Lng father's name is Jeuper cuenneret A ves sir. 
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He has made application en this date has he not, to be identi- 
fied as a Maclesipps Choctaw? A Yes sir. 

When and where were your father and mother married? 

They was married in Kentucky. 

Do you remember the date? A Wo sir, I doen't. 

Or the exact place in Kentucky? A Wo sir, I don't. 


You will be allowed thirty days time in which to 
intreduce the evidence of that marriage if you wish to do so. 


Are you married? A Yes sir. 

What is your husband's name? A John W. MeKinsie. 

Is he living? A Yes sir, 

White man? A Yes sir, 

No Indian? A Wone that we know of. 

No claim for him? A Wo sir. 

Have you any children under twenty-one years of age and unmar- 
ried? A Yes sir, rt have seven, 

All under age? A Yes sir. 

All unmarried? A Yes sir. 

What is the name of the oldest? A William A. 

How old is he? A Twenty. 

The next? A Martha E. 

How old is Martha? A Bighteen. 

The next? A Jasper Y. 

How eld is Jasper? A Sixteen. 

The next? A Daniel E. 

How old? A Thirteen, 

Next? A john I. 

How old is John? A He's nine. 

Next? A Grover C, 

How old is Grover? A S8ix. 

Now the other? A Joel F. 

How eld? A Your, 

Is that all? A Yes sir. ‘ 

Is your name or the name of your children on my of the tribal 
rolls of the Choctaw Wation in the Indian Territory? A Wo sir 
Have you ever made application for citizenship in the Choctaw 
Nation for yourself and children to the Choctaw tribal authori- 
ties in the Indian rerritory? A Wo sir. 

Have you ever made application for eitizenshép in the Choctaw 
Wation to the Commission to the Five Civilised Tribes under the 
act of Congress of June 10, 1696? AA No sir. 

Have you ever made appiieation for citizenship in the Choc- 
taw Nation for yourself and children at any time either to the 
Choctaw tribal authorities or to the United States authorities 
before this pr ‘ . on! h n't before 





Is John W. MeKinsie the father of these children? A Yes sir. 
Andyou are the mother of them all? A Yes sir. 

You and he live together as husband and wife and the children 
live with you? A Yes sir. 

Were either you or your husband married before you married each 
other? A o sir. 





Have you or your children ever been admitted to citizenship in 
the Choctaw Nation by either the Choctaw tribal authorities, 

the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes or the United States 
Court in Indian Territory? A Not before. 

De you now come before the Commission te identify yourself and 
your children as Mississippi Choctaws claiming under article 
fourteen of the treaty of 1830? A Yes sir, 

Do you understand that article of that treaty? AI think I do, 
yes. 

You don't care for any further explanation of it; I will explain 
it 1f you want it? A Very well. 

The treaty of 1830 was made between the United States 
government and the Choctaw tIndians who lived in the old Choo- 
taw Nation in Mississippi and Alabama on the 27th day of Sep- 
tember, 1830. The object of the treaty was to remove all of 
the Choctaw Indians © lived in the old Choctaw Nation east 
of the Mississippi river to the Choctaw Nation west of the 
Mississippi river. Before the treaty was signed it became 
known that a good many Choctaw Indians would refuse to go to 
the Choctaw Nation, Indian rerritory; in order therefore to 
protect the interests of such, article fourteen was drafted 
and put into the treaty of 1830, The treaty was then signed 
and afterwards on the 24th day of February, ,1831, was ratifi- 
ed. Now that article is as follows: 


"Each Choctaw head of a family being desirous to remain 
and become a citizen of the states shall be permitted to 
do so, by signifying his intention te the Agent within 
six months from the r atification of this treaty, and he 
or she shall thereupon be entitled to a reservation of 
one section of six hundred and forty acres of land, to be 
bounded by sectional lines of survey; in like manner 
shall be entitled to one half that quantity for each un- 
married child which is living with him over ten years of 
age; and a quarter section to such child as may be under 
ten years of age, to adjoin the location of the parent. 
If they reside upon said lands intending to become citi- 
zens of the states for five years after the ratification 
of this treaty, in that case, a grant in fee simple shall 
issue; said reservation shali include the present im- 
provement of the head of the family, or a pertien of it. 
Persons who claim under this article shall not lose the 
privilege of a Choctaw citizen but if they ever remove 
are not entitled te any portion of the Choctaw annuity." 


Now did any a : Choe 





the treaty of 18307 


manner to comply with artiole fourteen of 
Not that I know of. 

What is the name of your ancestor through whom you claim your 
right to be identified as a Mississippi Choctaw? A 1830, 

No, what is the name of your ancestor; your great-great---who 
do you claim through; you heard your father estify just a 
minute ago? A I heard father testify and I knowed it all the 
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time, but I am just- 
What is the full name? A John Harper. 
What relation was he te you, what kin? A Well, he was my 
great-great—grandfather . 

as he a full blood Choctaw Indian or was he a half blood? 

I have been told he was. 

Full blood? A Yes sir, I have been told he was. 
Did he live in Mississippi at any time? A I have been told 
he did. 
Did he live there in 1830 or after that year or before that 
yer ? A Well I couldn't say whether after or before. 
Why cant you say; why cant you say now whether he lived there 
before or after 1830; you know that the only information that a 
great many people have of their ancestors is what they hear 
from members of the family; now did you ever hear your father 
say whether or not his great-grandfather lived in Mississippiin 
1830 or before that time? A Well, I think it was before. 
That he left Mississippi before the year 1830? A Yes sir, I 
think so. 
Well you heard your father say that didn't you; he testified th 
here just a minute ago? A Yes sir. 
Haven't you heard him say that before this time? A Yes sir, 
I think I have. 
Did you ever hear him say how many years before the year 1830 
John Harper left Mississippi and went to Kentucky? 
No sir, I never heard him say. 
Now, as a matter of fact, you never did hear did you that 
Choctaw ancestors of yours lived in Mississippi in the old Choc- 
taw Nation in 1830 and had a family there then? A No sir, I 
never did. 
All of the descendants of John Harper were afterwards born in 
other states than Mississippi? A Well, I don't know. 

And you don't know that they were born in Mississippi? 
No sir, I don't know. 
Your father has testified, and I think you heard his testimony, 
that the descendants of John Harper--many of them--were born in 
Kentucky? A Yes sir, 
You heard him say that? A Yes sir, Montgomery County. 

In Kentucky? A Yes sir, 
Then you heard, as a matter of fact, that all ef your ancestors 
frem John Harper dow lived in Kentucky after John Harper went 
to Kentucky; didn't they live in Kentucky? A Yes sir, I 
guess so. 
ee only know what you have heard your father and mother say? 
es sir. 
But you have heard that they lived in Kentucky rather than that 
they livedin Mississippi ever since John Harper left Mississ- 





sae sir. 
You don't know how old John Harper would be if living now? 
No sir. 

What was his daughter's name, Lydia? A Yes sir. 

She married what man? A Fielding Hanks. 

Was he a white man? A Yes sir. 

New Lydia Hanks was your grandmother or great-grandmother? 
Great-grandmother. 
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You claim thre your father? A Yes sir, my father. 

And he olaimed ough his mother? A Yes sir.: 

Her name was wheat? A Her name was Lucinda Hanks. 

And she lived in Kentucky I presume? A Yes sir. 

And your father lived in Kentucky? A Yes sir. 

And went from Kentueky where, Missouri? A Yes sir, Pal 
think he went from Kentucky to Iowa and then to Missouri. 

And then where? A To Kansas and then Arkansas and Texas. 
Where he lives new? A Yes sir, where he lives now. 

Did any ef yeur Choctaw ancestors own my land er claim any land 
in Mississippi or Alabama in 1830? A. Well, I doen't know. 

Did any of your Choctaw ancestors own improvements on land 
in Mississippi or Alabama in 1830? A don't know. 

You den't know whether any of your Choctaw ancestors owed any 
land in that 614 Chootaw Nation which they claimed under article 
fourteen of that treaty? A Wo sir, I don't . 

Did any ef your Choctaw ancestors within six months after the 
ratification of the treaty of 1836, ge 2 the United States In- 
dian Agent, Colonel Ward, and tell that they wanted to stay 
in Mississippi, take land there and beceme citizens of the 
states? A I don't know. 

Did any of your Choctaw ancestors go frem that old Choctaw Na- 
tion east of the aah bet river te the Choctaw wation, In- 
dian Territory, with the other Indians? A I dont know. 


The Choctaw Indians who remained in the old Choctaw Na- 
tion in Mississippi and Alabama after the treaty of 1830 was 
ratified, were required, if they wm ted to take advantage of 
article fourteen ef that treaty, to to the United States 
Indian Agent, Colonel Ward, within six months after the rati- 
fication of tne treaty, and tell him that they wanted to stay 
in Mississippi, take land there andbecome citizens of the 
states. <A great many Choctaw Indians did this whose names 
Colonel Ward neglected to put upon his list know as Ward's 
Register. His neglect to do so caused a good many Indians 
who had land in Mississippi upon which they had improvements, 
te lose both their land and improvements; both were taken 
from them by the government and sold at its publie land sales. 
This caused se many complaints among the Choctaw Indians that 
in 1837, by an act appreved March Srd of that year, a Commis-~ 
sion was appeinted by Congress, which Commission went to 
Mississippi andheard claimants Under article fourteen of the 
treaty of 1830. In 1842, by an/act ud pak lb st 23rd of 
that year, another Commission was appointed by Congress for 
that purpose. This Commission went to Mississippi and heard 
Glaimants under article fourteen of the treaty of 1830. 





Q 


Did you ever hear that any of your Choctaw ancestors went before 
either the Commission of 1837 or the Commission of 1842, and 
Claimed any benefits as Choetaw Indians under that article of 
that treaty? A No sir, 

Did any of your Choctaw ancestors ever receive any sorip from 
the government which entitled them te select land either in 
Mississippi, Alabama, Louisiana or Arkansas, te take the eaeee 
ef land ch the government had taken from them in the o 





Choctay Nation and seld? A Mo sir. 

What relation is William F. Chambers te you? <A He's a brother 
ur father is Jasper Chambers is he?. A Yes sir. 

Would you like te have ‘the pce ape Pi them in their 

oases considered with your own testimony se that all may be 

taken together? A Yes sir. 


The cages of Jasper Chanters, MC R 5670, whe is the 
father of this pplicant, and William ¥, Chambers, the brother 
of this applicant, whose case is number MC R 5626, 
referred to for the purpose of conselidatien, 


are here 


You have no testimo or evidence further that you want to in- 
troduse new have you A Wo sir, not that I know of, 

Do you want time in which to introduce other testimony? 

All I know is what I have been taught. 


At the request of S. Heard, sounsel for this appli- 
cant, thirty days time is given her in which to introduce 
other testimony if she desires in support of this claim. 


Do you speak the Choctay language? A Wo sir. 
Is there anything more you want to say now in support of this 
claim? A No sir, I guess not. 


This applicant has the appearance and physical charac- 
teristios of a white person, she has brown eyes and light 
brown hair, medium dark complexion, she has no knowledge of 
the Choctaw language and no knowledge of the compliance on 
ba aa of her ancestors with article fourteen of the treaty 
of 1830. 


Albert G. McMillan, being first duly sworn, states that ag 
stenographer to the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribeshe re- 
ported the proceedings had in the above entitled cause on the 23rd 
day of May, 1902, and that the abeve and forercoi is a full, true 
and correct transcript of his stenographio notes taken in said 
cause on said date, 





7 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this DM, day of May, 1902. 


enter 16. Sop cerer, 


otary 
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Muskogee, Indian Territory, June 19,1902, 


Wancy Fe, idKinzie, 
Pideoke, Texas, 


Dear Madan: 


Reveipt is hereby acknowledged of certified copy. of mar~ 


riage license and eertificate between J. W. MeKinzie and Nanoy Jane 


Chamber s,. Which is offered in support of your application. for the 


identifieation ef youreelf ana ‘vour minor children ag Mississippi 


Choctaws, and the same has been filed with the recor@ in your case, 


Yours truly, 


Commissioner ‘in Cher re, 








Muskogee, Indian Territory, November 4, 1903. 


S. Heard, 


At torney-at-Law, Nis ale 


Tishomingo, Indian Territory. 


Dear Sir: 

You are hereby advised that the Commission has this day 
notified Nancy J. McKenzie that she will be allowed thirty days from 
this date in which to submit further evidence in support of her ap- 
plication for identification as a Mississippi Choctaw, and at the 
expiration of said time the Commission will proceed to render its 
decision therein and no further evidence will then be received or 
extension of time granted. 


Respectfully, 


Chairman. 
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Muskogee, Indian Territory, November 4, 1903, 


Nancy J. MoKensie, 


Pidcoke, Texas. 


i> ia MN pe ut Adin, toe ams sels Lor At bly eistata fs a ee oe ee 
R, Dear Madam: MEE PEM EA ARE Fg + leet Syagten RO BRE Kara eles AT 


You are hereby notified that you will be allowed thirty 
days from this date in which to submit further evidence in support 
of your application for identification as a Mississippi Choctaw, 


and at the expiration of said time the Commission will proceed to 


render its deoision therein and no further evidence will then be 
received or extension of time granted. 


Respectfully, 








MC R 5672 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, Marah 19, 1904. 


Hanoy J. MoKinsie, 

Pidcoke, Teuae, 
Deaxy Wade : 
You are hereby advised that on March 4, 1904, the Comnis- 
Sion rendered a decision in the consolidated Miesissippi Choctaw 
case of Jasper Chambers, et al., of which the application made by 
you for the identification of yourself and minor children, William 
A., Martha E., Jasper W., Daniel #., John I., Grover C., and Joel 
F. MoKingie as Mississippi Choctaws was made a part, refusing said 
application. 

You are further advised that the attorney of record in 
your case, S. Heard, Tishomingo, Indian Territory, has been furnish~ 


ed with a copy of the decision in this case; that the record will 
= + Antone te Reon Cie: ate of the -ren- 
dition ef the decision, and at the expiration of that time will be 





tranamitted, together with such argument and brief as may be sub~ 


mitted by your attorney, to the Seeretary of the Interior for his 
consideration, 


Respectfully, 





Commissioner in Charge. 





MCR 5671 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, Mareh 19, 1904. 


Hanoy J. McKinsie, 


Pidcoke 4 Texas. 


Dear Maden: 

You are hereby advised that on March 4, 1904, the Commis- 
Sion rendered a decision in the consolidated Mississippi Choctaw 
case of Jasper Chambers, et al., of which the application made by 
you for the identification of yourself and minor children, William 
A., Martha X., Jasper W., Daniel &., John I., Grover C., and Joel 
¥. MoKingie as Mississippi Chootaws was made a part, refusing said 
application. 

You are further advised that the attorney of record in 
your case, S. Heard, Tishomingeo, Indian Territory, has been furnish~ 
ed with a copy of the decision in this case; that the record will 
be retained by the Commission thirty daye from the date of the ren- 
dition of the decision, and at the expiration of that time will be 
tranamitted, together with such argument and brief as may be sub-~ 
mitted by your attorney, to the Seoretary of the Interior for his 
consideration, 


Respectfully, 





Registered Commissioner in Charge. 
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- are hereby not ited tet on ‘the 30th day of March’ 1906, 


the Secretary of ‘the Inter tor affirmed the Meoision of: this Come at 


mission refusing the appl ications’ for ‘identification se Ninvisnigpt 
Shooters of the several persons: included: in the consolidated cane 
of Jasper Chanbdérs, «+ ala; of Which decision you were advised’ by 
registered mail on the 19th day ‘of March 1904. 

Respectfully, 
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Department of the Interior. 
Commission te the Five Civilized Tribes. 
Muskogee, I, T., May 23rd, 1902. 
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In the matter of thé applivatien of Andrew J. Chambers for 
the identification of himself and his six minor ehildren, Elmer G., 
John R., Maggie E., Clara A., Ira I. and Ada M. Chambers, as Mise- 
issippi Chectaws. 


8. Heard attornéy for applicant. 


Andrew J, Chambers being first duly sworn testified as 
fellows: 


Examination by the Commission: 


What is your name? A Andrew J. Chambers. 

What. ip yeur age? A Thirty-two years old. 

What is your post office address? A Izoro, Lampasas County, 
Texas. 


How Seng, hare ou livedat that place in Texas? 


I have ved there right about twenty-two years I believe. 
Where were you born? A I was born in Missouri. 

From Missouri you went where? A ¥rom Missouri to Towa I be- 
lieve, 

And from Iowa where? A To Kentucky, 

And from Kentucky where? A Kentucky to Arkansas, 

And from there? A To Texas. 

Ie your father living? A yes sir, 

Is your mother living? A Yes sir, 

What 26 your father's name? A Jasper Chambers. 

What is your mother's name? A Bliszabeth Chambers , 

You olaim through which:parent, father or mother? “A I claim 
through father. , 

How much Chootaw blood do you elaim? A Father claims one- 
fourth----one-sixteenth I believe. 





What relation are you to waney J; MoKinzie? A My sister. 
Wi . 





You say your father ol one-fourth? A Yes sir. 

And you claim otie-eighth? A yes sir, 

Has your father ever been recognized ag a Choctaw Indian er en- 
relled as eng bythe Ghactaw tribal au ition or the United 
States @uthorities in. the Indian Terri ? No gir. 

When Where were your father and mother married? A Kentucky 

Qa og Plage andat wiatitins? A I don't know what county it. \.. 
was ins ' Ra 
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You will be given reagenable time, 4f presented within 
>) gh Mp do te furnigh proof of the marriage of yeur father 
a mo er. 


Are you married? A Yes:s#ir. 
Your wife is living? A. Yes sir. 
Is she a white woman or a Chéctaw Indian? A She's a white 
woman, 
What is her name? A Her name is Minnie B. Chambers. 
Do you make any claim for your wife? A Wo sir, 
Have you any children under twenty-one years of age and un- 
married? A Yes sir, 
You want to make application for them do yeu? A Yes sir, I 
have eix, 
What is the name of the oldest? A Mlmer G. 
Q Boy? A Yes sir, 
How old? A Eleven years old. 
The next? A John R, 
How old? A He's ten. 
The next? A Maggie E. 
How old? A Bight: 
Next? A Clara A. 
How 01d? A She's four. 
Next? A IfIral., he's two, 
Next? A Ada M., one, 
Im Minnie B. Chanbers the mother of these children? A Yes sir 
And you are the father? A Yes sir. 
Are. these children living with your wife andyourself at your 
home? A Yes sir, 
Was either your wife or you married before you married each 
other? A No sir, A 
When art where were: you married to her? A Lampasas County, 
Texas. we 
What day of the month andyear? A Well, I don,t believe I can 
tell you,what day of the month. 
Have yeu the proof of that marriage withyou now? A No sir, 
I. haven't. 
You ean introduce that later can you? A Yes sir. 
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You will have to present it within thirty days. 


Is your nameor the name of ay ef yeur children on eny of the 
rape rolis of the Choctaw Nation in Indian werritory? 

No sir. 

Have you ever made application for oitizenship in the Choctaw 
Nation te the Choctaw tribal authorities in Indian Territory? 
Ne—sir, 

Have, you ever made application for citizenship in the Choctaw 
Nation to the Dawes Cemmission under the act of Congress of 
June 10, 18967 A WNe sir, I never did. 

Have you ever made any effort to enroll. yourself or children by 
appearing before either the Choctaw tribal euthorities or the 
United States. authorities? A Mé sir, 

And never been admitted by judgment of any sourt? A No sir. 








%. 


Q 


pie then is your first applicatien? A This is my first appli- 
Hither made by you-or for you for gitizenship in the Choctaw 
Nation? A Yes sir. ; 

De you now want to be identified with your children as Mississ- 
ippi Chectaws claiming mder article. fourteen of the tresy of 
18307 A Yes sir. 

De you understand that # ticle of the treaty? A I don't 
know as I do. 


The treaty of 1830 was made between the United States 
government and the Choctaw Indians at a place called Dancing 
Rabbit Creek in Mississipp4 on the 27th ay of September of 
that year. It was made for the purpose, of inducing all of 
the Choctaw Indians to go from that 014 Choctaw Nation to the 
Choctaw Nation, Indian Territory, Before the treaty ws signed 
it became known that a go0d many Choctaw Indians would refuse. 
to go to the Choctaw Nation, Indian merritory, and in order 
to protect the interests of those Indians who stayed back 
there in the old Choctaw Wation, article féurteen was put 
into the treaty of 1830. The treaty was then signed ad after- 
wards ratified. That article is as follows: 


"Rach Choctaw head of a family being desirous to remain 
and become a citizen of the states shall be permitted te 
do so, by signifying his intention to the Agent within 
six months from the ratification of this treaty, and he 
or she shall thereupon be entitled to a reservation of 
one section of six hundred and forty acres of land, te be 
» eunded by sectional lines of survey; in like manner 
shall be entitled te one half that quantity for each un- 
married child which is living with him over ten years of 
age; and a quarter section to such child as may be under 
ten years of age, to adjoin the location of the parent, 
If they reside upon said lands intending to become citi- 
zens of the states for fiye years after the ratification 
of this treaty, in that case, @ grant in fee simple shall 
ispue;) said reservation shall include the present im 
provement of the head of the family, or a portion of it. 
Persens who claim under this article siiall not lose the 
privilere of a Choctaw citizen, but if they ever remove 
are not entitled to any portion of the Choctaw annuity." 


Do you know if any of your Choctaw ancestors complied or at- 
tempted to comply with the provisions of article fourteen of 
the treaty of 1830? A Ne sir. 





at is the name of your aneestor through biel ha claim your 
A 


right to be identified as a Mississippi Choct John 
Harper, 

What relation was he to you? A He was my ereat~-great-grand- 
father. 

How me Choctaw blood did he have? A He was said to be a 


full bleod. 
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Did he live in Mississippi in 1830? A Well, I don't know. 

What have you heard about it? A I have heard that he didn't, 

He didn't? A Yes sir, 

Well did he liwe in Mississippi at any time? A Yes sir. 

When have you heard he lived there? A That he lived there 

sometime prior to the year 1830 . 

And sometime before the year 1830 he went from that state did 

he? A Yes sir. 

And he went where, to what state? A He went to Tennessee I 

believe, 

Was it Tennessee or Kentucky? A Kentucky. 

And have your ancestors from that time down all lived in Ken- 

tucky? A Yes sir, as far as I know. 

So your Mississippi Choctaw ancestors lived in Mississippi but 

left Mississippi some time before the year 1830? A Yes sir, 

Now can you teli me when; how many years before? A No sir, 

I cant. 

Was he married when he left the state of Mississippi? 

I cant tell you that either. 

You know that he couldn't then been a Choctaw head of a family 

Living in Mississippi in 18309? A Wo sir, 

He left the state before that? A Yes sir. 

You never heard he went back? A No sir, I didn't at all. 

He died in Kentucky. 

Stayed there and died thsre? A Yes sir, 

Did any of your Choctaw ancestors own any land or claim any land 

in Mississippi or Alabama under article fourteen of the treaty 

of 1830? A Not as I know of, 

Did any of your Choctaw ancestors own any improvements on land 

in Mississippi or Alabama in the year 1830 in the 01d Choctaw 

Nation? A I don't know. 

Did any of your Choctaw ancestors go from that old Choctaw Na- 

tion to the Choctaw Nation, Indian Territory, with the other 

Indians between 1833 and 1838? A TI don't know, 

Did any of your Choctaw ancestors, within six months after the 

fatification of the treaty of 1836, go to the ynited States 

Indian Agent, Colonel Yard, and tell him that they wanted to 

stay in “Mississippi, take land there and become citizens of the 

states? A I don.t know, 

The Choctaw Indians who remained in the old Choctaw 

Nation in Mississippi and Alabama after the treaty of 1830 
was ratified, were required, if they wanted to take advantage 
of article fourteen of that treaty, to go to the United States 
Indian Agent, Colonel Ward, within six months from the ratifi- 
cation of the treaty, and fe11 him that they wanted to stay 
in Mississippi, take land there and become citizens of the 
States. A good man, ho ay = 2 he—cemnt 





provisions of article fourteen by going to the United States 
Indien Agent within the time limited under the article and 
making declaration under that article fourteen, failed to get 
their names placed upon the list made by Colonel Ward, the 
Indigm Agent, known as Ward's Register. His negleot to prop- 
erly record these people caused a good many of them who had 
Jand in the old Choctaw Nation upon which they had improve- 
ments to lose both their land and improvements; both were 
taken from them and sold by the government at its public land 





sales. This caused so many complaints ameng the Choctaw In- 
djang that in 1837, by an act appreved March 3rd of that year, 
a Commission was appointed by Congress which went. te Missias- 
ippi and heard claimants under article fourteen ef the treaty 
of 1850. In 1842 another Commission was appointéd by Congress 
which Commission alse went to wississippi and heard claimants 
under that article of that treaty. 


Do you know if any of your Choctaw ancestors went before either 
of these two Commissions, the Commission of 1837 or the Commis- 
Sion of 1842, and claimed any benefits as Choctaw Indians under 
article fourteen of that treaty? A I don't know, 

Did any of your Choctaw ancestors receive any scrip. from the 
government which entitlea@ them to select land either in Miss- 
issippi, Alebama, Louisiana or Arkansas, to take the place of 
land which they hed formerly held in the old Choctaw Nation and 
which the government had taken frem them and sold? A I don't 
know, 


This scrip wag issued under the act of Congress ap- 
proved August 23, 1842. 


What relation is William F. Chambers to you? A He's a brother 
Jasper Chambers? A My father. 

Your brother and your father have both made application to be 
identified as Mississippi Choctaws have they not, before this 
Commission? A Yes sir, 

Would you like to have the records in their cases considered 
with yours? A Yes sir. 


' The cases of William F. Chambers, MC R 5825, brother 
of this applicant, and Jasper Chambers, MC R 5670, father of 
this applicant, are here referred to for the purpose of con- 
solidation. 


Do you speak or understand the Choctaw languace? A No sir, 
Have you any evidence or other proof that you want to present 
now? A Not as I know of nox, 

Do you want any time in which to file further evidence? 

Yes sir, 


Reasonable time will be allowed this applicant to fur- 
nish any other proper evidence which he may desire to produce 
in support of this application. 


Applicant excused. 





Jasper Chambers being called as a witness, states in 
referenee to this application as follows: 


When were you married to your wife Elizabeth? A In the year 
1852. 
Q Is she the mother of this applicant Andrew? A Yes sir. 
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Muskogee, Indian Territory, June 26, 1905. 
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Ait: 


You are hereby not iriea: ‘that on the 30th day of March 
1905 the Secretary of the Inter tor affirmed the decision of this 
Commission refusing the applications for identification as 
Mississippi Choctaws of the several persons inoluded in the 
consolidated case of Jasper Chambers, et al., of which decision 
you were advised by raciateved: wet. on the 19th day of March 1904. 
Respectfully, 
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Muskegee, T, T., May 


In the matter of ‘the application of Marthe A. B&B. Chambers 


for-the identifionthon of herself and her’ three minor ghildren, 
Ligeie, luetta and Elisha J. Chambers, as Mississippi Chootaws. 


5. Heard attorney for applicant. 


Martha A. By, Chambers being first duly sworn testified as 


follows: 


2 DBRHBLHDALOLLO 


Examination by the Commission: 


What ig your name? A. Martha A. &,.. Chambers. 

What if your age? A. Twenty-three years old. 

What is your post office address?  A.iZsgere, 

What state? A Texas, aie 

How long have you lived there?.'".& All my life. 

Were you born in Texas? A Yes sir. 

Is your father living? A Yes sir, 

Is your mother living? A Yew sir. 

What is your. father's neme? A Jasper Chambers. 

What is.your mother's name? A> Bligabeth (Chambers. 

Through Which parent do you claim Cheetaw blood, father or 
mother?’ A Pather,. 

Kas yeur father ever been recognized in any way or enrolled as 
& member of the Choctaw tribe of IJfdians by the Choctew tribal 


authorities or the United States authorities in the tndian Tere it) 


ritory? °A Not as I know of, | 
How much Choctaw bloéddide you claim? A I claim ‘that my father 
is quarter ana I am an-eichth, v4 

Do you know when and where yéur father ané mother were. married? 
No sir, as ‘ 

Do you want to refer to your father's . on 
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‘9 "seh 
his marriege whioh ts filed in his application? A Yes sir. 
Are you married? A Yes sir. 

What is your husband's name? A Green B, Chambers. 

Is he related'to you? A No sir, : 
You are related bgsides relationship) @f marriage? A Yes sinc. 
Your maiden name was Chambers and yeu married a man ‘by the name 
of Chambers? A Ye@ sir. i 


+ 
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You were therefore rélated before you were married were you not, 
distantly? A Yes sir. 

He's living? A Yes sir. 

Is he a white man or an Indian? A White man. 

Do you make any claim for him? A We sir. 

Have you any children that you want to make application for? 
Yes sir. 

How many? A I have three. 

Give me the name of the oldest? A Lizzie Chambers. 

How old is Lizzie? A Five years old. 

The next? A Luetta Chambers. 

How old is Luetta? A Four years old. 

The next one? A Elisha J. Chambers. 

How old is he? A He's one year old. 

Is your husband the father of these children? A Yes sir, 
Neither you nor he were married before you married each other? 
He was. 

Kas he any children by his first marriage? A Ne sir. 

These are the only children that you care to maxe application 
for? A Yes gir. 

Is your name on any of the tribal rolls of the Choctaw Nation 
in Indian Territory; never were enrolled were you? A No sir. 
Have you ever made application for citizenship in the Choctaw 
Nation to the Choctaw tribal authorities in Indian Territory, 
for yourself and oldest child Lizzie? A Wo sir. 

Have you ever made application for citizenship in the Choctaw 
Nation for yourself or any of your ehildren to the Dawes Commis- 
Sion under the act of Congress of June 10, 1896? A No gir. 

Is this the first application that you have ever made for your- 
self or children for citizenship in the Choctaw Nation to any 
authority whatever either the Choctaw tribal authorities or the 
United States authorities? A Yes sir. 

Neither yow or your children have ever been admitted to citizen- 
ship in the Choctaw Nation by any authority, either the Choctaw 
tribal authorities, the Commission. to the Mive Civilized Tribes 
or the United States Court in Indian Territory? A No air. 

Do you now come before the Commission to identify yourself and 
your children as Mississippi Choctaws claiming under artiole 
fourteen of the treaty of 1830? A Yes gir. 

Do you understand that article? A No sir. 


The treaty of 1830 was made between the United States 
government and the Choctaw tribe of Indians at a place in 
Mississippi called Dancing Rabbit Oreek on the 27th day of 
September of that year. ft was made for the purpose of remey- 
ing all of the Choctaw Indians from that old Choctay Nation 
east of the Mississippi river to the Chocts 





ea a . -- 
the Mississippi river. Before the treaty was signed it became 
known that a good many Indians would réfuse to go to the Choc- 
taw Nation, Indian Territory, under the treaty, and in order 
to protect the interests of those Indians who stayed back 
in the old Choctaw Nation article fourtéen was drafted and 
put into the treaty of 1830. That article was for the es- 
pecial benefit of Mississippi Choctaws and reads as follows: 
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A 
Q 
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Q 
Q 
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Q 
Q 
A 
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"Bach Chootew head of a family being desirous te remain 
and become @ @itizen of the states shall be permitted to 
do so, by signifying his intention te the Agent within 
six months from the ratificatien of this treaty, and he 
or she shall thereupon be entitled te a reservation of 
one section of six hundred and forty acres of Land, to be 
bounded by sectional lines of survey; in like manner 
shall be entitled to one half that quantity for each un- 
married child which is living with him over ten years of 
ace; and @ quarter section to such child ag may be under 
ten years of age, to adjoin the lecation of the parent, 
If they reside ‘upon said iands intending te become citi- 
zens of the states for five years after the ratification 
of this treaty, in that case, a grant in fee simple shall 
issue; said reservation shall inolude the present im- 
provement of the headmof the family, or a portion of it. 
Persons who claim under this article shall not lose the 
privilege of a Choctaw citizen but if they ever remove 
are not entitled to any portion of the Choctaw annuity." 


Did any of your Chectaw ancestors comply or attempt to comply 

with any of the provisions of that article of that treaty? 

No sir, I don't know, 

What is the name of your ancestor through whom you claim your 

right to be idontified apa Mississippi Choctaw? A My father. 

Go back as far as you can? A My grandfather, 

Well go away back; did you ever hear of a person by the name of 

John Harper? A Yes sir. 

Who was that? A My father's great-grandfather . 

Your great-great-grandfather? A Yes sir. 

It was your father's greatecgrandfather wasn't it? A Yes sir, 

Now do you know the name of John Harper's wife? A I don't 

knov. 

Now did John Harper live in Mississi;pi in 1830 in the old 

Choctaw Nation? A Well, I couldn't Say. 

Well you have heard your father say have you? A Yes sir. 

What did you hear him Bay about it? A I have heard him Bay 

that they lived there, 

In 1830? A Yes sir. 

No he didn't say that; don't you remember What he said about 

John Harper going from Mississippi to Kentucky? A Yee sir. 

Well didn't you hear him pay that he went there before the year 

1830 or afterwards; did you hear him Bay when John Harper went? 

I have but I forgot. 

Well now what is your best recollection; if your great-creat- 

grandfather John Harper lived in Mississippi and went to Ken- 

tucky what is your best recollection as to when he we are 
YOu AIy odge A NO, aven't, 

You never heard your father or your brothers say that he went 

before the year 1830? A I don't remember, 

Now do you know whether your great-great-grandfather, whom you 

Claim was a full blood Choctaw Indian and who lived at some time 

in the old Choctaw Nation in the state of Mississippi, ever had 

a family of ohildren there in 1830, or, 4m other words, was he 

the head ef a family there then? A cant say. 
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Did any of your Choctaw ancestors own any land er olaim my land 
in that old Choctaw Nation in Mississippi or Alabama under 
article fourteen of the treaty of 1830 A My grandfather did. 
Are you suré about thet; I am talking about article fourteen of 
the treaty of 1830; did you ever hear that your grandfather 
lived in Mississippi in 1830; Jelin Harper went to Kentuoky? 

Yes sir. 

Have you ever heard as a matter of family history and tradition 
that from your great-great-grandfather John Harper down to your 
father=-all of your ancestors in that line--lived in the state 
of Kentucky? A Yes sir. 

Then if thay lived 4n Kentucky they couldn't have lived in 
Mississippi could they? A No sir, 

Did any ef your Choctaw ancestors own any improvements on land 
in Mississippi or Alabama in the old Choctaw Nation in 1830? 
Well, I cant say. 

Did any of them within six months after the ratification of the 
treaty of 1830, go to the United States Indian Agent, Colonel 
Ward, and tell him thet they wanted to stay in Mississippi, 
take land there and become citizens of the states? Did you ever 
hear? A No sir, I dontt know. 

Did any of your Choctaw ancestors go from that old Choctaw Na- 
tion east of the Mississippi river to the Choctaw Nation west 
of the “Mississippi river with the other Indians between 1833 
and 1838 or '40; did you ever hear? A I cant say. 


The Choctaw Indians who stayed in the old Choctaw Na- 
tion in Mississippi and Alabama after the treaty of 1530 wags 
ratified, were required, if they wanted to take advantage of 
article fourteen of that treaty, to go to the United States 
Indian Agent, Colonel Ward, who had an Agency in Mississippi 
at that. time, and t@1] him that they wated to stay in Miss- 
issippi, take land there and become oitigens of the states. 

A good many Choctaw Indians did this whose hames Colonel Ward 
neglected to put upon his list known as Ward's Register, and 
nis failure to properly record: these applicants under artiele 
fourteen of that treaty caused a good many Indians who held 
land in Mississippi upon which they had improvements, to lose 
both their land and their improvements; the government took 
both and sold them at its public land gales. .This caused se 
nany complaints among the Choctaw Indians, especially among 
those whose land was located in the old Choctaw Nation, and 
who had the land taken from them, that Coumissions were ap- 
pointed at various times, one in 1837 and one in 1842; these 
Commissions were appointed under various acts of Congress and 
went to Mississippi to hear claimants who claimed rights under 
article fourteen of the treaty of 1830. 





Q Do you know if any of your Choctaw ancestors appeared before 
either the Commission of 1837 or the Commission of 1842, and 
claimed any benefits as Choctaw Indians under article fourteen 
of that treaty? A I cant say. 

Did any of your Choctaw ancestors receive any scrip from the 
government as Choctaw Indians which entitled them to select land 
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Is there anything” more you want te shy? 


the 
or 


“hg 2 Me sir. sits 


This applicant hag the appearancé, and physical eharac- 
teristics of being dea’cended from white parents, has bine 


eyes, medium fair complexion, brow hair, has no knowledge of Be 


the Choctaw lariguage and tio knowledge of the compliance on 
the part of her ancestors with any of the. provisions of arti«e 
ele fourteen of the treaty of 1830. 


Albert G. MeMillan, being first duly sworn, States that ag: 
stenographer to the-Comigsion to the Five Civilized. Tribes he re- 
ported the proceedings had in the above entitled cause.on the 25ra 
day of May, 1902, and that. the above and foregoing ia a full, true 
and correst transcript. of his stenographic notes. taken in sala 
causes. on gaid date. A 
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Muskogee, Indian Territory, November 4, 1903, 


At torney-at-Law, 


2% 


Tishomingo, Indian Territory. 


You are heréby advised that the Commission has this day 
notified Martha A. BE. Chambers.that she will be allowed thirty days 
from this date in which to submit further evidence in support of her 
application for identification as a Mississippi Choctaw, and at the 
expiration of said time this Commission will proceed to render its 
decision therein and no further evidence will then be received or 
extension gE time granted. 


Respectfully, 
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Muskogee, Indian Territory, November 4, 1903, 


Martha A, HB. Chambers, 


RR Reet Bat SN 
wan” CC ‘ 

You are hereby notified that you will be allowed’ thirty 
days from this date in which to submit further evidence in support 
of your application for identification as a Mississippi Choctaw, 
and at the expiration of said time this Commission will progeed to 
render its deoision therein and no further evidence will then be 
received erdextension of time granted. 


Respectfully, 
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Muskogee, Tadian Territory,Maroh 19, 1904. 


Martha A. B. Chambers, 
4 Taore, Texas. 

Dear Maden; ai 

You are hereby advised that on Mareh 4, 1904, the Commisa- 
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gion rendered a deodision in the consolidated Mississippi Choctaw 
ease of Jasper Chambers, et al., of which the @pplication made by 
you for the identification of yourself and children, Lizzie, Luetta 
and Blisha J. Chambers, as Mississippi Choctaws was made a part, 
refusing said application. 

You are further advised that the attorney of record in 
your case, 8. Heard, Tishomingo, Indian Territory, has been furnish- 
ed with a copy of the decision in this cape; that ‘the record will 
be retained ty the Commission for thixty days from the date of the 
rendition ef ttm decision, and at the-expifatten-ef that time War beee 
be transmitted, together with such argument and brief as may be 
submitted by your attorney, to the Searetary of the Interior for 
his consideration. 


Respectfully, 


Registered. Commissioner in Charge. 








NM. C. Ri 6673. Ae 
oe 
Muskogee, Indian Territory, June 26, 1905... re 
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Martha A. B. Chambers, 

Isoro, Texas. 
Dear Madan: 

You are hereby notified that on the 30th day of March 
1905 the Secretary of the Interior affirmed the decision of this 
Commission refusing the applications for identification as 
Mississippi Choctaws of the several persons included in the 
consolidated case of Jasper Chambers, et al., of which decision you 
were advised by registered mail on the 19th day of March 1904. 


Respectfully, 


Chairman. 
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; Department of tae. Interior, 
Ogmmission to the ¥ive Civil Tribes. 
Muskogee; Ii;7, May 26, 1902; 


beg 


pi Chootaws. of Nancy bottisburter for herself and her two minor 


In the matter of the applidation: for identification ‘as WAswie- 
ai 
ont cares , Andrew Jackson ‘and hydie Eve Remi sdbur gers 


Applicants not represented by attorney. 


'Nanoy Bomisburger being first duly sworn testified as follows! 
Examination by the Commission, 


What ig your name? A wancy Bomiasburger. 
Now you will have to spell that for mer A B-0-m-1-8-b-u-r-g-@-9F 
What is your agep A Twenty-three, my coming birthday I will be 
twenty-three, 
You are twenty-two now? A Yes, pire 
What is your post office address? A Reck, 
Indien Territory? A Yeg sir, 
How long have you lived at Reck?) A I have been raised there 
ever since I was five years old. 
Where were you borne A. In Brown County, Texas, 
Is your father living? A ‘Not that I know of. 
Is your mother living? A Mo, sir. 
Through which parent do you claim Ghoctaw blod? A Through my 
mother. 
What is her name? A Jane Stowe, 
S-t-o-w-e? A Yes, sir. 
What was your father's name? A Joe Stowe. 
S-t+o-w-e? A Yes, sir, 
How much Chootq w blood: do you claim? A The way I understand uy 
great grandmother was a full blood, 
How much do..you Glaim? A I don't know I am uneducated and I don' 
know. It. is down theré; this uncle of mine brought it with him 
to show, 
You don't know how much Choctaw blood you have yourself then? A 
No sir. 
Has your mother ever been recognizedin any way or enrolled as a 
member of the Choctaw tribe of Indians by the Choctaw tribal 
authorities or the United States authorities in Indian Territory? 
A. No, sir. 
Are you married? A Yes, sir, 
What is your husbamds name? .A Hiram Bomisburger. 

J 0 sy 
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Is he a white man? A He is a White man? A He is a white Ta Th 

You don't make any olaim do you?. A No, sir. 
ye: you any children you want: to make application fer? A 

es, I have two. 
Give mo: the name of the oldest children? A Andrew Jackson, 
How old is he? A Six years old, 

ame the next? A lLydie Eve, 

ow Old is she? A Three years old, 
You claim for yourself and ohijdren? A Yes, sir. 
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Is Hiram Bomisburger the father of these ahiidren? A Yes, sir’y: 
You are the mother?e A Yea, sir, , 

You and yow" husband and your ohildren are Jiving together at 
home? A Yes, sir, ; 

Is your name or thé names of any of your children on any of the 
tribal rolls of the Chootaw Nation in Indian Territory? A Ne, #4r 
Have you ¢ver mde. pplication fer citizenship in the Choctaw 
Nation for yourself and ddren to the Choctaw tribal authorie 
ties in Indian treiterys s Mo, sir 

Did you ever go before the Commission to enréil yourseif and 

your children? A I came before the Dawes Cormission, 

You have been before the Dawes Commission? A Yes, sir, 

You remeriber the time when you cane before the Dawes Gomnission? 
A Tt is dated right on the papers there. 

Did you coms before tne Commission two years ago in 1900? A Yes, 
sir, a 
duly 21, 1900? A Yes, sir. 

At that t ine application as :unde by you underthe name of Nancy 
BoNisburger, B-0-n-L-s-b-u-r-¢<e-r; that is a mis’ake is 4%’, 2 
ouzht to be B-o-m~--Les~+be-uer--ce-r? A Yes, sir, 

It is the same name except that now you want to have it “LI dine 
stead of "4" in your name? A Yes, sir. 

What wes done vith that application that was made by you when you 
appe red before the Crrmmission on July 21, 1900? A T wag just 
rejected by the Secretary of the Interior but there is no 

reason why I should be, 


The records in the possession o the Commission show that thig 
anpltontunder the name of Bo@wn~i-s-b-u-r-g-er madé epplication 
for enrollment as x citizen by blood of the Choctaw Nation be 
fore the Cormisnion et Huskogee, Indian Territory July 21, 1900, 3 
that &® memorandum was made by the Commission in said case; that 
on the 20th day of Aucust 1900 a decision was rendered by the 
Cormission against this applicant and that a cory or said de~« 
cision wes on August 20, 1900, mailed by the Cormission to 
Hanoy Bonisburrer at Rec, Indian Territory, the records further 
show that on December 3, 1900, the menorandun made by the Com=- 
mission in said case was forwarded +o the Secretary of the Ine 
terior for review, On ifatroh 5, 1901, said memorandum wes transe 
mitted to the Honorable Secretary of the Interior by We Ae Jcnes, 
Commissioner, and in a letter of trensmittal Bignea by said 
We. A, Jones, as said Cormissioner, he respectfully reco mended 
that t he applicant be advined that she cannot be enrolled as a 
member of the Choctaw tribe of Indians and that the action of the 
Cormission he sustained, By letter dated June 14, 1901, addressa 
to the Cormission to the Vive Civilized Tribes and signed by 
Thomas Ryen, acting secretery, said decinion of the Commission 
in reference to this applicant was conourred in and the decision 
was affirmed. In seid letter the Cormission is requested to s0 
acvise the anplicant Nancy bonisburgyr,. In accordance with such 
instructions, on August 31, 1901, a letter was sent by the 
Cormission to yaney Bonisburger at Reck, Indian Territory, ad-= 
visitg her that her application made before the Commission July 
£t> 1266 —-ha ven lorwarded to the Secretary of the Interior for 
final action and that he had concurred in the decision of the 
Commission rejccting said application which application was ree 
fused by the Cormission under the act of Congress of May 51,1900 





That is the only apYrlication you ever made except the one you 
made to-day? A Yes, sir, 





You never have been avemitted to gitizenship in the Gdhoctaw 
Nation by either the Chootaw tribal authorities, the Cormission 
to the Pive Civilised Tribes or the United States Court in 
Indian Territory? A No, sir, 

You now come before the Commission to identify yourseif and your 
Ghildren has Mississippi Chactaws Giaiming under article vourteen 
of the treaty of 1550? A I claim, 

You clain under artiole-fomteen? A I claim that I ana 
Chootaw and that all of our older p@ople were Hississin:i Choce 
taws. 

You claim to be descended frm Mississippi Chooteaws? A Yes, sir, 
You Glaim under that article of that treaty? <A’ Yes, sir, 

You understand that article? A No, sir, 


The treaty of 1330 was made between the United States govem= 
ment und the Choctaw Indians at a place in Mississippi called 
Dancing Rabbit’ Creek on the 27tiunday of September 1840.T1e ob= 
ject of tho treaty was to get alli of the Choctaw Indians who 
dived in that old Choctaw Nation in Misasisa Ppi and Alabama to 
reuove to the new Chootaw Nation Indien Territory. Bafore the 
treaty was signed it became knowm that a good many Choctaw Indians 
would not go tothe Ch ctew Nation Indian territory and in order 
to protect the interests cf these Indians who wanted to stay 
vack there article fourtse was put into the treaty. It reads as 
follows: 

"Each Choctaw head of a faunily being desirous to remain and bee 
conc a citizen of the States shall be permitted to do so by sige 
nifying ais intention to the Agent within six months from the 
ratific tion of this treaty end he or she veg thereupon be ene 
titie ¢ a reservation of one section of six hundred and forty 
acres of land to ve bounded by scctional lines of survey; in like 
manner Shall be entitied to one half that quantity for each 
unmarried chila whieh is Livin: with nda over ten years o: ages 
a4 @ quarter section to such child as may be under ten years of 
age to adjoin the location 'o2 th: parent, if they reside upon 
Said lands intending to becone citiz us of the States for five 
years after the ratification or this treaty in that case a 
grant in foe simple shall issue} said reservation shall include 
tuG present luaprovement of the head of the family or a portion 
ef it, Persons sho oladim under this article shnli not lose the 
privilege of a Choetaw citise:. pur if they ever remove a to 
be entitled to any portion of the Choctaw annuity," 


/O you know th@:: nama, of your Choctaw ancestor through ee 
you clain your right to be ideitified as a Mississippi Choctaw? 
Betsy Riddel, “3 

That is Hlizabeth Riddel is if not? A Yes; I believe it is, 
That was her maideh mane? A I douatt xnow, she is thse one. 

You mow what hervhusband's namo was? A No, sir; I don't know 
that far baak, ‘ 

Did you ever hear thea name of Ewing Summers? A Yes; I heard my 








GYandnetiées_speakofchtin 

Youdon't now how h@ and she were related? A No, sir, 

You don't know whetier Mlizabetn Riddel -was his wife? A No, sir 
she was a mother of Nancy Swusers, 

Whom did wancy Swamers marry? <A She married Isuac Harold. 

Are you related to lydie Louise Adams? A She ig a Harold; her 
inaiden nane. 

Whom did she marry? <A She first married George Hunt and then 
she married Adams and now she is a Williams, 

She is the mother of Edward B Adams? A Xes, sir. 





What relation is he: to you? A. He would be ‘a Malt unole, 

When you made pour applipation before the’, Gomslssion ori daly. 
21,1900, your nane.was either given by ‘you or ‘was put inte your, 
a: Piication aa Beown-i-t-b-u-r-gee-r? A Yes, -eirs Pat eg 
Yow this decinion that was rendered against Beorn<+i-s-—b-u-r«d 
wae in fact a decision that was fendered against you? A Yes} 
gent me that at ty hemey |. OR yop we 

You received under ‘that name’ A, Yom, wiry). 

Did any of your. Ghootaw ansestors:Live in that old Choctay . 
Nation in Mississippi ‘or Alabupa in 1830? A Y quese dt was 
reasonable that. they did for my grandmother, her orothersé. are 
all'on the roll, pa ty eae 
Did Elftzaveth Riddelwhe married a man by the none of Suniiere Live, 
in thé Old Ch éetaw Nation in 1530% A If she did T.don't knew . 
it but I suppose she did, © i 

You don't know de you? A Noy, sir, ' 

Can yougive me the name of any Choctaw ancestor who. use to iiva.; 
in Migsiseinpi or who Lived there in 18450 and was the head of & 
family there then? A She camé fran Mississippi with’ the Choetaw 
Indien 

Who did A ‘That. grandmother, 

Elizabeth Riddel? A Yes, sir. : ; 

When did she leave the old Choctaw Nation and go to the Indian 
Lerritory? <A I don't imow when that was, 

Nid sho go between the years 2830. and 1838? A Tt has been a 
pretty long time because wy grandmother mms been nearly Beventy 
somewnere and it was before her mother was borit. ‘ 
What is the nane.of your graydnother? A. Iyvdie Joutse Wiliams 

iy wother was Jane Hunt. 

low much Chootaew bigod did #lizabeth Riddel imve if vou know? <A 
The way I have been taught she was bound to have been a full 

blood, 

Can you give me the name of any ancestor who lived in Mississipps 

in 1820 and had a fauily there then? A She is the nearest T 

kKNOWe 

You oan tell positively about any one living there then? A Mog 

sire 

Did any of your Ghoctaw ancestors om any land in Mississippi or 
Alabama in 1490 under article fourteen of that.treaty? f« If 

don''t knows 

Did any of your Cheetaw ancestors own any improvements on land 

in Missis@ippi or Alabama in 1530? A Kot that I kriow of, 

Did any of your Choetaw ancestors within six menthe after the 
ratification of the treaty of 1530 go to the United States Indian 
Agent Colonel ward and tell him that they wanted to ste; 4n 

Mitsisd ppdy take Jand there and become citizens of the States? 

A Not that I. know of. 


The Cho¢tew Indians who stayed in the old Chootaw Nation in 
Mississippi and Alabama after the treaty of 16350 was ratified 
were required they wanted to teke advantage of the provision 
ot x : purteen bat treaty qo. te » United States 
Indian nt Colonel] ward within six months from the ratiticae 
tion of the treaty of 1650 and tell hdm that they wanted to stay 
In Missisai ppiy take land there and begéme a citizen of the 
Etat ~ A good many Chooteaw Indians did this whose names, Colonel 

“failed to put upon his list Jmown as Ward's register and as 
the result of this neglect a good many Indians who had land in 
the 014 Choctaw Nation upon which they had ao lg mares ig 
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both their land and the improvements} both were taken: 


ay i 





yy. the governnent’ and sold at ite’ peas: Jand unten. Th ie’ ‘liga: 
Sd-jaany complaints snong the Choctaw Indians that two Comms ..” 
-gione-were appointed, one in’ 1837 and another in 1842) These 
Cémiisdions want to Mississipps and heard glaimants wider are 
tiote: fourteen of fhe, isrenty Of 1830, 


Did oy, of ‘your Cheetaw ‘ancestors ge before either of, these j 
. two Comii'sstons and clnim any benerite: as Choctaw Indians? A Hot 
that I jmew of, 
Did my of you Chécteaw ancestors resetive any sorip Trot ‘he 
girevaeant as Chottm, setters, ete @ntitiod them’ to spleqt. 
d either in Missadesippi, ; Loutsiana or. Arkansas 
taue the ‘pisos of WASd chsh thar lon formeriy held in the , 
peat Nation and which. the government had taken from: them and 
fa? No, sir; not that. I know of, 
ae 8 actin was issued under an eat of Congressof August 23,4) 1842} 
Do you speak Chootaw? A No, sir, 
Have you any evidence you want, to introduce now? “A Yeo, I have 
evidence, 
You have nore here have you? A Yes, sir, 
What have you got? A My. grandutother's brother has sworn te how 
muoh Blood we have, 
Is he here now? A Wo, sirj, but hie neme is on the oll. 
You have no evidence here? A Yes}; I have his evidense taken 
before a Notery Public, 


The affidavit of Mary C. Cox presented by applicant, received 
filed, marked exhibit "A" and made a part oF the record in this 
Case, 


The aff: cra of Naty Am Shannon presen ted by ap} Lice ant 
record in tne CUEC, 


Affidavit of Nancy Bomisburger presented by applicant, received 
filed, marked exhibit: "C" and made a at of tue record in this 
casa. 


Another statement signed by Naricy Bomisburger presented and 
marked exhibit’ "D" and isade a part of the record in this canes 


This applicant has the appearance of being descended from 
white parentege; blue eyes; fair eomplexion; brom hair. She does 
not-underatand the Choctaw aphapatys ze and has no imowYddge of come 
pliance on the part of her ancestorg with any of the Provisions 
of art igte fourteen of the treaty of 1830, 


neter ence is here made to Edward Me Adama MaGyRe 510. 


G, Rogenwinkel being duly awern 6n his oath states that as 
stenographer te the Goumies Lon to the Rive Civilized Tribes: he 


CHO ots avakale 


full, true end correct transcript of chapaned not ss, im 


said cause On said date of May 1902, 


cause on way. "265 2902, and that the en ud foregoing is a 
h 


Subsoribed and sworn to before me this 7th. 908, 


Chpites, Syles: ca 
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COPY: 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, September 6, 1908. 


Waney Bomisburger, 
Reck, Indian Territory, 
Dear Madam: oat ‘ 
You are hereby advised that on the $th day of Septanber, 
1902, the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes rendered a deci- 
sion in the consolidated case of Mary Ann Weatherbee, et al., e-~ 
bracing the following applications for identification as Mississippi 
Choctaws: 
Mary Ann Weatherbee, MCR 490 
Laura Willison, et al., bd 483 
Rama Bailey 484 
Virginia Robberson et al., 487 
Liddie Louise Willians, 509 
Edward Bewton Adams, et al., 510 
Nancy Bomisburger, et al,, 5674 
Joseph Wyatt Hunt, et al., 5675 
These applications were made under the provisdom: of ‘the 


act of Congress of June 28, 1898(30 Stats., 495), which is as fol- 


lows: 


"Said Commission shall have autherity to determine the 
identity ef Choctaw Indiang claiming rights in the Choctaw 
lands under article fourteen. of the treaty between the United 
States and the Choctaw Nation, concluded September twenty- 
seventh, eighteen hundred and thirty, and te that end may ad- 
minister oaths, examine witnessesand perform all ether acts 
necessary thereto, and make report to the Secretary of the 
Interior,® 





Said decision conoludes as follows: 





"I¢ 49 therefere the @ Geumiseien that the 
tay hae herein is watiateat a of Od the oe Hew 


igen, nt eee 


@ Williams, ‘Aen tur Hobart eS Wait iliem, “ioe ign i pe 
Rebbarson, ae Rebderson, Paetk Rovnersens. ag Sry @ Rebberson, Paxi 


tunel 


» fe the yt See ane iraq ordered, that. 
vieviaten ef law above Seaton” mo person is entitled to 4 
tification as a Mississippi Choctaw tp tmrriage and: that’ ane. 
agrkiéasicn made by Virginia Hobberson for the identification 

her husbanaé, William in: Robberson, a6 an intéermarricé 
Miesissippi Cheotaw, should ore be refused, and 1% is 
eo ordered, 


You are further advised that the Commiseién has on this 
date forwarded the record in this ease to the Seeretary of the 
Interior for review and you will be informed im ue time of such 
action ag may be taken by him. 

Yours truly, 


(SIGNED 


o-~ (a 2 4 
/ pee eC mn low 


am 
whe eh i — = 


Acting Chairman, 
Registered, 








M.CeoR. 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, February 24, 1903, 


Nancy Bomtasburger, 


Reck, Indian Territory 


Dear Madame 

You are herety notified that on the 11th day of February, 
1903, the Secretary of the Interior affirmed the decision of this 
Commission refusing the applications for identification as Missise 
sippi Choctaws of the several persons included in the consolidated 
case of Mary Ann Weatherbee, et ale, of which decision you were 
advised by registered mail on the 5th day of September, 1902, 

‘ Respectfully, 


a 








No. SOME 
For Identification as a Mississippi Choct 


Date MAY 26 1902 


Name Han ey Dem (3 burg 


Age 22 — — Blood Pmt (Crwmr | 
Post-Office, Keck mi 7) | 
‘ Father: Bee ya 
B Mother: por a Qnvs. 
a Claims through Wig thes ree 


Ce 








Choctaw MCR 5675 


Joseph Gd. Hint 
| Sec M Que AGO 
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a tata the Interéer, 
he ert Tribes, 


itiaiese, i Se 26, 1902, 


matter of the dupttpation for identification as Mipadiee 
ot Joseph Wye Thomas. Hunt for himself and his nine misor 
4; DUA; JOserh We, Nancy Flien, Bob, 


: Math Sever nares, and Tydte Hunt, 
Applicants not EM te by attorney. 
Josepn Vyatt Hunt boinc first duly sworn testified as follows: 


¥xamination by the Comni eston: 


What is your name? -A.. Joseph Wyatt. Hwit. 

What .i6 your age? A, Well Af ‘rt know 4t right I will de 3 omé & ; 
where. about forty-four the next birthday & Long ebout the 12th <> 
August, 

Forty-three now then? A To the best of ny knowledge. 

What-is your post office address? -A’ Reeck. 

Indian Territory? A. Indian Territory; Yes. 

How long have you lived at Reck? A Well y have been living 
where I am living right in that part there about eighteen years. 
Wheres were you born? A Texus, 

Did you Iive in Texes until you came to the Indian territory? A 
Well = have heen into it and out of it and all around, 

You lived mostly in Texas and the Indian Territory? A TI was 
you mirht say raised in Texas until twenty years ago. 

What is the name of yéur father? A Charlie Hunt. 

He -is living or~dead?. A He .is "dead. 

Is.your mother living or dead? A She is ldvinge. 

What is her/name? A Williams at the present ‘time. 

What is her full neme? A Lydie Louise Williams. 

Ley-d-i-e is it? A Y guess that 4s rig ent}; I can't read or write. 
rough which parent do you elaim Choo taw Blood? A Through my 
mother. 

How’ much Choetew Biood doa.you Glaim? A TI am unable to tell) you 
how much “it would. be, 

Has your mother ever been recognized in any wey or enrolled as 

a member of the Choctaw tribe’ of Indians by the Choctaw tribal 
authorities or the United Stated authorities in Indian Terri+ 
tory? A No, sir; TI’ suppose not, 

tas your wife Living? A Yes, pir. 

What ip her nisin ¢ A. Margaret Eliunbeth, 


Bhe = oo 





She ts not a "Choctaw | t a4 ant. rm “Woy air’ 
You don't make any claim for her then do, you? A’. Mo, sir, 
Have you any children yom Jwant ta, make epplioation for? A Yes 


atts me the name of the oldest?’ k T rather you maul Patioeens! 
I am so forgetful orget things 

HAR heme ae Mo gd att oh statement sicned by Margaret Hunt - 

Tead as Toliows; Mary Jane sas he A ely sir. 
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Born September 1882, she is twenty years old? A Yes, sir. 
Thomas J. Hunt, that right? A Yes, sir, 

Eighteen years old? A Yes, sir. 

Lula Hunt, is that right? aA Yes, sir, 

Sixteen years old? “A- No answer. 

Joseph W. Kunt, is that rignte <A Yes; that io right. 

Twelve years o1d? A Yes, sir. 

Naney Blien Hunt? <A Yes, sir, 

ren yoors ola? A Yes, sir, 

Boo Hunt? 4s that right? A..Yes; that is right, 

Seven years old? A Yes, gir, 

Lone, L=o-n-a?Hlizabeth diunt? A Yes, sir, 

tive years old? <A Yee; about that I Ruecss, 

Will Dewey Funt? A Yes, sir, 

Three years old? A Yes sir, 

lydia, L-y-d-i-a Hunt? A That is right. 

Ove year old? A Yes; about, may be a lit le over, 

Are these names and ages set opposite each one respectively 
correct? A Yes; so far as I know, 

Well you heard them reed? A Yes sir, 

they are taken fraa this affidavit of Margaret Elizabeth Hunt? 
A Yes, sir. 

That is the mother of ail the children? A Yes; all of them that 
is correct. 

Is ‘fargaret EF, Hunt the nother o: these chiidren? A ‘Yes, sire 
You are the father of them all? A You, sir, 

They are all living with you at your houe and your wife also? A 
Yes, sir, 

Can yor tell when and where YOu were merried to -rou five argaret 
A I was married in Texas, 

You romeuter the month and veer? A No, gir. 

Can you tell wher zou were me:rded? A. Somewhere about tventy«= 
two years ago but T could not tell yeu the day oi the month or 
pear or anythins about that, 

You heave not got that prow o: your Marriage? <A No, sir. 


A reasonable time will be allowed you 1f you wish to intro- 
duce preof of your marriage of yourself and your wife in support 
of the application you make for these children. Try to have it 
here within fifteen days. 


A Sunpose I eould not get back home and get it in fifteen days? 
Well wewant to’ show that you were married to your wife in support 
of the application for these children. 

Is sour nane On any oY the tribal rolls of the Choctew Netion 4dn 
Indian torritory? A No, sir. 

Are the nanes of your children? A-No, sir. 

Have :rou ever made application for citizenship in the Choctaw 
Nation to the Choctaw tribal authorities in Indian Territory? A 
No, sir. 

You never made any for your children? A No, sir; I never have, 
Did you mke appliertion to the Daves Commission under the 

act of Congress of June 10, 1896; that is did you go hofore the 





Cominstion in Levey A I dit not. 

Did you arwar before the Comnission either for yourself or 
your children on July 21, 1900 at Muskogee, Indian yerritory? 
A Yes, sir, 

Did you make application for your children at that time? A No, 
sir. - 


The records of the Cormigsion show that at Muskogee, Indian 
Territory, on July #1, 1900, Joseph W. Itunt, made application 
for enrel nt as & itisen by blood of the Choctaw Nation. 





Is thet your application Mr, Hunt? A 'X guess’ so, 


Joseph FW. Hunt is the identical person, who on July 21, 1900, 
made application to the Comminsion for enrollment as a oltizen’ 
by bhood-of the Choctaw Nation. On August. 20, 1900, the Gormis- 
sion refused this application under the mot of Congress of 

May S32, 1909 anton the. wane date the record in, thik case was 
forwarded to the Secretary of the Interior for. his review. On 
March <7, 1901, the Seorstaty affirmed the ‘detision. of the 
Commission to the Fiye Civilized Tribes refusing the application 
for enrollment as a citizen by ‘blood of the Choctaw ation of 
Joseph W. Funt, 


You never have been admitted with your children to citizenship 
in the Choctaw Nation by either the Chootaw tribal authorities 
the .Cormission to the Five Civilized Tribes or the United States 
Vourt in Indian Territory? A No, sir. 

You now come before the Commission to identify yourself as a 
Missiesippi Choctaw and to identify your children as Miosissippt 
Choctows claiming under artic:s fourteen of the treaty of 

1850? A Well that is my understending. 

You understand that article do you? A No, sir; I do not. 


The treaty of 1°50 was made between the United Statesow rn-=- 
ment and the Choctaw Indians at o place in Mississippi ca led 
Dancing Rabbit Creek on the 27th day of September of that year. 
Relore the treaty of 1850 was signed 4¢ was denunded that some 
provision should be made for those Choctaw Indians ‘who stayed 
beck there in the old Choctrw ation and article fourteen was 
drafted and put into the treaty. It resds es follows: 


"Fach Choctaw head of a femitl; being desirous to remain and bee 
come s citizen of the States shall be permitted to do so by 
Signifying his intention to the Agent within six months trom the 
retification of this treaty and he or she shall thereupon be 
entitled to a reservation of one section of six hundred and forty 
acres of land te be bounded by sectional lines of survey; in like 
manner shajl-be entitled to one half that quantity for each ume 
ma-ried child which is living with him over ten years oi age; and 
& quarter seotion to such child as may be under ten years of age, 
to adjoin the location of the parent. If they reside upon said 
lands intending. to become citizens of the States for five years 
after the ratification of thip treaty in thet cxse a grant in 
foe simple shall issue; said reservation shell include the pres- 
ent improvement of the head of the family or a portion of it, 
Persons who claim under this article shall not lose the privilege 
of a Choctaw citizen but if they ‘ever remove are not to be ene 
titled to any portion of the Choctaw ennuity." 


Do vou know whether my of vour ancestors complied or attempted 
to comply with the provisions of that article of that treaty? A 
No, sir; I don't Imow 





Wnat ts the name of your encestor through whom you claim your 
right to be identified as a Mississippi Choctaw? A I cloim 
through my mother. 

Go back as fer as you can? A IT cent go back. 

Well can't you tell anything about your grandfather or grand= 
mother or great grandfatinr or great grandmother? <A I never 
saw then and don't know a thins of then, 

Don'* know the names of any of them?- A Ne, sir; but their 
names are all here. 
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Don't know who Ewing Summers ‘was? A T have heard of the names. 
Are you related to Kdward N. Adams? A Yes, sir. 

What relation is he to you? A My half brother, 

Did you have the same fatier or the same mother? A Same mother, 
You claim your Choctaw blood through your mother? A Yes, sir. 
But you cannot give the name of any ancestor of yours back of 
your mother? <A No, sir. 

Do you want to have your oase considered with the case of Edward 
NH, Adams M.C.R, 510? A Yes, sir, 

You claim through the same common ancestor through whom he 
Claims but he knows a littie more than you do ? A Yes, sir. 

Do you also want your case consolidated with that of wancy 
Bomisburger? A. I could not tell you. 

She is a relative of yours? A Yes, sir. 

Claims through the sane ancestor that you do? A Yes, sir. 

You don't know of any ancestor through whom you olaim who lived 
in Mississippi in 1830 and had a family there then? A No, sir, 
Do you know of any ancestor whe ever did live in Mississippi or 
Alabama in the old Choctaw Nation? A No, sir, I don't know. 
What makes you think you hove a right to be identified as a 
Mississippi Choctaw? A That is what I have always been told 
by kin fols that they use to be there and came from there, 

Did any of your kin fols tell you who your Choctaw ancestors 
were that came from Mis Sissippi? A They said my mother's 
grandmother or great grandmother came for one, 

What was her name? A I reokon her name was Riddell. 

What was her first name? A I could not tell you. 

Was Riddel your grandmother or great grandmother whose name you 
have just given me? A I can't tell you that positively, 

Did she have a Choctaw Indian name or speak the Choctaw Indian 
language? A I don't know I never seen her, 

How old would she be if living now? A TI could not tell you. 

Do you speak the Choctaw language? A No, sir. 

Q Did any of your Choctaw anoestors own any land or claim any 
land in Mississippi or Alabama in the old Choctaw Nation under 
article fourteen of the treaty of 1830? A You mean did they? 
Did any of your Choctaw ance st ors own any land or claim any 

in the old Choctaw Nation under article fourteen of the treaty of 
18350? A TI don't know, 

Did any of your Choctaw ancestors within six months after ‘he 
ratification of the treaty of 1830 go to the United States Indian 
Agent Colonel Ward and tell him they wanted to stay in Missis- 
Sippi, take land there and become citizens of the States? A Not 
that I know of, 

Did any of your Choctaw ancestors own any improvements on land 
in Mississippi or Alabama in the old Choctaw Nation in 1830? A 
I gould not tell you. 

Did any of them go from that old Choctaw Nation East of the 
Mississippi River to the Choctaw Nat ion Indian Territory with 
the other Indians? A TI could not say that they did; I have alway 
heard that they left that Country altogether and came “ith them. 
Who came; do you know? <A Some of the oldest ones but I don't 
know which one. 








The Choctaw Indians who lived in the old Choctaw Nation, Mis- 


Sissippi and Alabama, after the treaty of 18350 was ratified were 
required if they wen ted to take advanatge of article fourteen of 


the treaty of 1830 to go to the United States Indian Agent 
Colonel Ward within six months from the ratification of the 
treaty and tell him they wanted to stay in Mississippi, take 

land there and become oitizens of the aStates. A great many 
Choctaw Indians did this whose names Colonel Ward failed to put 
upon his list known as Ward's register md his neglect to do this 





eaused.a good matty Indians who had Las in Mississipps aon 
pent sed had improvements. te lose ‘t their Land 
ate i 


' ts}: both were taken from them by the as ienit and sold 
8 © Jand axles, Thies cauped aa Rapid ne among.’ 


Glaimed benefits as Choctaw: . (eed: 

Did any of youn Cheetew Wave: + eee iy 

g@ verment whiho entitled them te sele@ot lant #it) 
Sippi, Alabama, Louisians or arkanbas $¢ ‘take | 
that they had formerly held in the pad Chooter hand * 
the gow rument had taken fron + and sola? AT idon't know 
Have you any @¥iden pe you want to intreduce néw? A. Nothing’ on: 
these papers: that. I handed you here, ; PS apa 
Yo te dmttoduce these papers that you harided over heré?.’%: 


he 
Sworn statement of Margaret Ridsabeth Hunt presented hy app 
gant, receivedy filed; marked ¢xhibit "A! and made a part oF 
record in this sase, 


Also the affidavit of Iydia Louise Williams, presented by 
applicant, received, filed, marked exhibit "B” and made a part 
of the record in this case. 


Affidavit of Joseph Wyatt Hunt presented by him, received 
filed, marked exhibit "G" and made a part of the record 4n this 
dase, 


Do youspeak Cheotaw ? A No, sir; I do not. 

De you wmt to have your case consolidated with the case of 
Edward NW, Adems, M.0.R. 5107 A Yes, sir, 

Also with the case of yancy Bomisburger? Ad Yes, sir, 


This applicant has the appearance and physical characteristics 
of being descended from white parentage; blue eyes; brown hair} 
ruddy complexion; his hair is light broewny his whiskers are «# 
derker brown, somewhat gray. He does not: understand the Choctaw 
Janguage and has no knowled:-e 6f oompliarive on the part of his 


anecestars with any of the provisions of article fourteen of the 
treaty of 1830. 


Reference is made to Liddie L. Williams, M.C.R. 490. 
@. Rosenwinkel being duly sworn on his oath states that as 


ele’ ea Be . rr 





reported in full all the proceedings had in the above entitled 
Cause on MAy 26, 1902, and that the above and Toregging is a 
full, true and correct transcript of ve tepographic note in 
said eause on said date of May i908, (7 Dae ‘ he, \ 
S\N YETMAAYDY YI ; 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 7th day of June 1902, 
Tin Len 2b, hota bar. 
Notary Public, 





Muskogee, Indian Territory, September 5, 1902, 


Joseph Wyatt Hunt, 
Reck, Indian Territory. 

Dear Sir: 

You are hereby advised that on the Sth day of geptember, 
3902, the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes rendered a deci<- 
sien in the consolidated case of Mary Ann Weatherbee, et al., em- 
bracing the following applications for identification as Mississippt 
Chectaws: 


Mary Ann Weatherbdec, 

Laura Willison, et al., 

Fume Bailey, 

Virginia Robberpon, et al., 
Liddie Lowise Wilif«us, 
Paward Newton Adams, et al., 
Nanoy Bomisburger, et al., 
Joseph Wyatt Hunt, et al.,, 


These applications were made under the provision of the 
act of Cengress of June 28, 1898(30 Stats., 495), which is as fol- 
lows: 


"Said Commission shall have authority to determine the 
identity of Choctaw Indians claiming rights in the Choctaw 
lands under artiole fourteen of the treaty between the United 
States and the Choctaw Nation, concluded September twenty- 
seventh, eighteen hundred and thirty, and to that end may ad-« 
minister eaths, examine witnesses and perform all other acts 
neqessary thereto, and make report to the Secretary of the 
Interior,” 





Baid decision conoludes as follows: 





"It ie therefore the epilation of thin Commiesion that the 
evidenes hergin is ingufficient to determine the identity of 
Mary Ann Veatherbvee, Laura Willisen, Prank Wallieme, Mary Vir- 
ginia Villiams, Arthur Hobart Williams, Quma beil Virginia 
Robbergon, Iva Rebbergen, Pearl Rebvboergon, Anna Robberson, Paul 
Rebbereen, Vera Robbersen, Alms KR. Reveergen, Liddie Lonise 
Williams, Béward Nevton, deans, Minire Adams, Grover Adams, Gen 
eva Adame, Lissie Adams, Badie Adame, Viliie Adams, Isaae James 
Adams, Nancy Bomisvurger, Andrew Jaekson Beomisburger, Lydie 
fve Bomisburger, Joseph Wyatt Hunt, Mary Jane Hunt, Thomas Je 
Hunt, Lele Hunt, Joseph ¥, %, Naney Ellen Hunt, Bob Hunt, 
Lone FlisabethHunt, ¥ili Dewey Hunt, ané Lydia Hunt as Choctaw 
Indians engitied to rignta in the Cheote# lands under the provie + 
sions ef said erticle fourteen of the treaty of eighteen 4 od. 
‘and thirty, and thet the applications for their fe 
as suoh should be refused, and it is so ordered 

Tt is the further opinion of the Gommission that under the 
provision of law above qQueted, no person is entitled to iden« 
tification as a Mississippi Choctaw by marriage and that the 
application made by Viriginia Robberson for the identification 
of her husband, William Prenklin Robbergon, as an intermarried 
‘issiseippi Choetaw, should therefore be refused, and it is s0 
ordered. 


You are further advised that the Commission has on thig 
date forwarded the reeord in this case to the Seeretary of the 
Interior for review and you will be informed in due time of such 


action as may be taken by him, 


Yours truly, 


Acting Chairman, 
Registered, 








M,.C.R. 5678 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, February 24, 1903, 


Joseph VW. Hunt, 


r Dear Sirt+ ie 
You are herehy notified that on the 11th day of February, 
1903, the Secretary of the Interior affirmed the decision of this 
Commission refusing the applications for identification as Missis- 
Bippi Choctaws of the several persons included in the consolidated 
case of Mary Ann Weatherbee, et @le, of which decision you were 
advised by registered mail on the 5th day of September , 1902, 
Respectfully, 
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Post- Office War. ee y a 
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tn the mn tter of the appliantion of Thoms 6111, of ah., 
for identification ag Miveiesigpt Chectass, souselidating the applis 
entions af & 


al MoS Re 
imriita martin, ~¢ ete Oe 
mary Riser, et 01., * 86% 


Se Be ® 
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List of papers forwarded to the Secretary of the Interior, comprising 
the record in the case of Thomas Gill, et al., M.C.R. 5676. 


Page 


Original Lieation Themas ¢ Bhag to the Dawes 
Seank anion tar retraction on iteisvinel Ghestese, «+ 1 


Certified marthage reserd between Thomas G12} and 
Mies Rutha Kt IR ss 


al 
for Cee ee a@ Missi M ee 


ents t oe ketvae Core ene 


Me parte OFfianvit of Cinds Genders, + -- +--+ - -- 16 
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anton fi He Br 
*) . “ih * , 
Testimony of Youas Meridy 


im capes of 


Ghomas @11) et al., MCR, S678 
Marille Harris et al., M,O,R.. SO7¥ 
Mary niser ot Bho» E,CysRe 5678 


James Mevidy beig called and sworn as a wituess in these cases 
testified as fellows: 


Hxemination by the Seumisai en: 


Meverrelcacy TAT gaxte apell ay mre 
) 
is ert ‘A Shows evexty five ’ 


Be et Eee get ee. edarens? i X Zeltotion, arkansas 


I live alose te hin. 
ree ban tes at ues fea si 


a pone 
144 {hong up ptr Me Redemption, don't they? A Yes, rigut 
have they lived there? A They have been there I doen't 


agw toes w bien Several yer's right clese up; they. go there fort heir 
; may scoman at yedompti on 


Exemination by Andrew J, Jones, attorney. 


or nig ane? oery kins father? A Yeunir, 

BS ; iT Will ask you I ey. wast io aman was he? 
ane Poe RIS fren 3s mre xX. ae ef i talked % 
in 


Yas he a A ag “eatied a Mint ssiprt 
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Whe Galled him + You? A eople 
¢ pid you ever see at any ert h asey éther Indim pe? 
ves Bits, 


(Witness excused, ) 


Hemy G, Hains beig sworn on ti» cath states that as stenographer 

to the Gomisd on $0 the Pive Givilized qribes he reported in ful2 

the abevs testimony in said causes On May 26, 1902, and that this is 
a full, true and correct transcript of his atenographic netes in see , 


5 ee KR, pe oe 
ye Cunguat 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 19n2¢ 








c j bimertneat of the tatertor, 
va v es, 
yas = or I, Ty, May 26th, 1902, 
ee woe mn OO Qwe ee oe 


In the matter ef the application ef Themme 0411 for the 


identification of kimself and his twe minor ebtidren, Elisha and 
Mary Gill, ag Mississippi Choctaw; ae 


ODOD 2 PODLLA 


PeaLLPe 2 


2a LLL 


Andrew W, Jones attorney fer applicant. 


Themas G11) being first duly sworn testified aa follows: 


Examination by the Commission: 


What is your name?. A Thomas Gill. 
Hew old are youl A Sixty-three. 
What is your post office address? A Redemptien. 


exause A Yes sir, 

How long have you lived near there? A About twenty>years, 
d you live before that? A In Tennesses, 

orece be stad born? A In Tennessee, close te the Line of 

spissippi. 

What is yeur father's name? A> Weleen Mordecai. 

Ip he dead? A Yeu sir, 

is your mother dead? A We sir. Te 

What is her name? A Her name's néa---Lucinda Mordecai 

she was at that time, but she's married since he died; she's 

ludinds Sanders now, ; sai . ' 

You ¢laim ‘your Chectaw blood threugh which parent, father or 

How much é@o claim? A Half, he was full Cheectaw, 

And you claim te be a half then? A’ Yeu sir. “; 

What wag your mother? A. She wae «ne ¥ 

Was your father a slave at any time? Ne sir, always a free 

man. ‘ : Hh? ; 





‘ : 


ro wi = t. + - te de A > ; 
When was she liberated? =A Me "66 x tndak: 
Under the not of mennckpationy i Yes air, 
Were. a sl then? A s sir, I wes with her, 
How were you then? A I yeeken twelve er thirteen, preb- 
ably mre} I never teok ne notices, 
Wers you hen? A MWe gir, 
Has your fa y ever been recegtizned in any way or enrolled as: 


j Je, 
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& member of the Ghectaw tribe of Indians by the Ghocta tribal 
authorities or the United States. authorities in the Indian 
Territory? A % as I know of. 

Have you a wife living? <A First wife is dead. 

Have you a wife now? A Yes sir. 

Second wife is it? A Yes sir. 

What is her name? A Ruthie Gi1l new. 

What is her blood? A Africa. 

You don't make any claim fer her then as a Choctaw Indian? 

No sir. 

Have you any children you want to make gs Say en for by this 
wife or your first wife? A I got one by the last wife, a bey 
twelve years o14, 

What is his name? A Elisha. 

That's all ig it? A Five----gix by the other one; one is deed, 
one of the little girls died and that would leave five. 

Under twenty-one years of age and umearried? A One under age, 


Mary « 

Lp is the name of the mother of Hlisha Gill? A Ruthie Gill. 
Non. gore me the names of your ehildren under twenty-ene and un- 

yeur first wife? A Mary is under age; that's all 

the one that's under » Mary Gill. 

How old is Mary? A ‘s seventeen going on eighteen. 

What is the name of the mother of this ene A Her name is 

Appie @411. 

That was the name of your first wife? A Yes sir. 

She's dead? A Yes sir. 

Was a negro? A Yes sirj now I got three other girls living, 

all over age? A Yes sir. 

Over twenty-one? A Yes sir. 


They will have to come themselves. 


Your second wife was what, a colered woman? A Yes sir, she 
was a colored lady. 

Your first wife Appie Gill is dead and your second wife Ruthie 
Gill as living? A Yes sir, 

Have you the marriage license oF ron marriage with your first 
wife ppie? A We had them; I my mother has got them--- 
I think my mother has got them; Me ‘che died I had ga ehil- 
dren and tried to keep house myself, but I wouldn't be--- 

Have you the license and certificate of your marriage with your 
present wife Ruthie? A Yes sir, right at hom. 

You haven't got it here? A Wo gir. 

Can you tell when you were married te her? A I was married 
in----I don't know exactly the day that I did marry her, or what 





car. 
You will be allowed fifteen days time in whieh to introduce 
erper of your pti with your first and second wife alse? 
iene now my first wife I married her January "?40r the year 
Is your or ene Some 04 wy of your children en any. ef the 
tri rells of the Cheetaw Natien, Indian Territery? 

Not as I know of. 





#3. 


Have you ever made application fer citizenship in the Cheetaw 
Nation te the Choctaw tribal authorities in + an Terri- 
tery, for yourself and children? . A. Ne sir this is the first. 
Have you ever made application for citizenship im the Chectaw 
Nation for self and ehildren te the Commission te the Five 
Civilized Tribes under the ast of Congress of June 10, 18967 

Ne sir. 

Is this the first application that yeu have ever e of any 
kind for yourself and children for #itizenship is Choctaw 
Nation? A Yep sir. 

De yYoR now come before the Sears eaten to be identified with 
your ehildren ag Mississipp otaws ¢laiming under article 
fourteen 6f the treaty of 1830 A Yes sir. eee 

De you understand that article? A We sir, I dom't understand 
it. 

Yeu don't slaim that you or your ehildren have ever been admitt- 
ed to citizenship in the Choctaw Nation do yeu, either by the 
Choctew tribal authorities, the Comission to the Pive Civilised 
Tribes or the United States Court in Indian Territory? 

Ne sir. ‘ 


The treaty of 1830 wag made between the United States 
government and the Choctaw Indians at a place in the state of 
Mississippi called Dancing Rabbit Creek, en the 27th day of 
September, 1830. The object of that treaty was to remove as 
far as possible and practicable all of the Choctaw Indians 
whe lived in the old Choctaw Nation east of the maansantpes 
river to the Choctaw Nation, Indian Territery. Before ¢ 
treaty was: signed it became known that a good many Choctaw 
Indians wowld refuse to go to the Chectaw Nation, Indian 
Territory, wien the other Indians, and therefere im order to 
protect the interests ef those Indians whe stayed back there 

n the old Chootaw Nation article fourteen was put into the 
treaty. That article is ag fellews: 


*"Reek Choctaw head of a family being desirous te remain 
and become a citizen of the states shall be permitted te 
do se, oi gma s yAbe his intention te the Agent within 
six mont ter the ratification of this treaty, and he 
er she shall thereupon be entitled to a reservation of 
ene section ef six hundred and forty acres of land, to be 
bounded by sectional lines of survey; in like manner 
shall be entitled te one half that quantity for each un- 
married child whieh is living with him over ten years of 
age}; and @ » Borda section to sugh child as may be under 
ten years of age, te adjoin the location of the parent. 


clef a2 vig 


sens of the states for five years after , n 
of this treaty, in that enety . grant in fee simple shall 


issue; s reservation shall include the present in- 
provement of the head of the family, or a portien of it. 
Persons whe claim under this artiele shall net lose the 
privilege of a Choctaw citizen but if they ever remove 
are not entitled te any portion ef the Choctaw anmity.* 
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What is the nam of your. ancestor through whom you claim your 
right to be identified as a Mississippi Chectaw? A My fath- 
er’s side. Sins SOULS a0 
Wow give me your ancéster Way back ag far as you ean, back to 
1830 if yowoan? A° I. just couldn't; I don’t remember, 
barb fon claim throtigh; your grandfather or grandmother? 

¢ Ae mm ee . 
Wheat I wean by ancestor ig this: father; mother, grandfather, 
randmother, great-grandfather or great-great-grandmotier? 
rth I know is it was my father, but anything else I couldn't 


all, 
eu’ you claim threugh your father? A Yes sir, because I 
seex hin. 

How old would he be if living now? A I suppose about sighty- 
five. 

Where was he born? <A I cotuldn't tell you. He mst have been 
born amongst the Indians. 

Yow do yeu know whether he ever lived in Mississippi? 

That's where he came from, and others came there with him and 
that's what they claimed, 

Whe told you that: yeur father lived in Mississippi in.18350? 
Well my mother gaid so, and I heard him say when I was aveut 
sl or five years o1@ and he came up there a nd worked and be 
wi us. . 

Did he live in that old Choctaw Nation in Mississippi in 18350 
and have a family of eiiidren there then? A I couldn't tell 
you. 

Es ever heard that he wag at the head of a family there then? 

os . 4 

And you never heard that any othsr ancestor. of yours was? 

Wo sir, his mother never had but two children that ¢laimed by 
him--that claimed ‘being Hige--one girl and‘one boy, ad ghe was 
about eighty-five and never ham had any since, Pike is 
So the only ancestor whose fame you can give is your father. | 
Nelsen Mordecai? A Yes sir. EE it 
How much Choctaw. blood did he havea? A He was full Cho star 
blood is my understanding, Bags Et pelt 
Who said he was? A. ‘He said he was; my mother said he. was, and 
ether people around there said he was. "yo 

Did you ever hear him speak .Chootaw? A Yes sir, he spoke a 
language that I cant sp@ak now. 

What was it? A I couldn't say. 

Well you cant swear that it was Choctaw? A Wo sir. 
Who did he talk that ianguage to? <A Other Indians that cane 
there visiting with him, 

Was his hair curly? A Straight. 





Black? A Yes sir, 
BG set: dette phere cisimed through his father or mother? 
No sir, I don't, 

You don't know? A Wo sir, 

Did any of your. Choctaw ancestors own iuprevements on land 
in Mississippi or Alabama in 18507 A air, I don't ° 
Did any of your Choctaw ancestors, within six the 
ratification of the treaty of 1436, te the United States In- 
dian Agent, Colonel Ward, and teli that they wanted to stay 





in Mississippi, take land there and become citizens of the 
states? A No sir, I does not know. 

Did any of your Choctaw ancestors own any land or elaim any land 
in that old Choctaw Nation in Mississippi and Alabama under 
article fourteen of the treaty of 1830 A I does not know. 
Did any of your Choctaw ancestors go from that old Choctaw Na- 
tion east of the Mississippi river to the Choctaw Nation, Indian 
Territory, with the other Indians between 1833 and 1838 or '40? 
No sir, I does not know, 


The Indians who stayed back there in the old Choctaw 
Nation after the treaty of 1830 was ratified, were obliged, 
if they wanted to take advantage of article fourteen of the 
treaty of 1850, to go to the United States Indian Agent, 
Colonel Ward, within six months from the ratification of the 
treaty, and tell him that thay wanted to stay in Mississippi, 
take land there and become citizens of the states. A good 
nany Choctaw Indians whose names should have been placed upon 
Ward's Register failed te have their names placed upon it 
because Colonel Ward failed to make a proper registration of 
names of all applicants who came before him under article 
fourteen of the treaty. This caused & great many complaints 
among the Choctaw Indians and caused a great many Indians to 
lose their land because the government took it from them and 
sold it at its public land sales. As a result of the con- 
plaints a Commission was appointed by Congress in 1837, and 
went to Mississippi and heard claimants under article fourteen 
of the treaty of 1830. In 1842 another Commission was ap- 
pointed by Congress for the same purpose, and this Commission 
also went to Mississippi and heard claimants under that arti- 
cle of that treaty. 


Did any of your Choctaw ancestors go before either of these 
Commissions and elaim any benefits ag Choctaw Indians under 
that article of that treaty? A We sir, I don't know, 

Did any of your Choctaw ancestors receive any scrip from the 
government whioh entitled them to select land either in Miss- 
issippi, Alabama, Louisiana or Arkansas, to take the place of 
land that was hela by them in the old Choctaw Nation in 1830? 
I does not know. 

Have you any relatives who have been before the Commission to 
be identified as Missisa ppi Choctaws? A Wo sir, not as I 
knows of, 

Do you speak Choctaw? A No sir, I was not taught the lan- 
guage, 

Have you any documentary evidence you want to introduce now; 
any other proof you want to give me in su : ? 





No sir. 
Do you care for any time in which to introduce evidence? 
No answer. 


Twenty days time is allowed this applicent in which to 
introduce other proof if he desires in support of this appli- 
cation, by request of counsel for applicant, 





‘and @orrect ‘trandeript of 
Omtine on said date, 








DEPARTS OF TE te. 
GOMNTSEION TO THE FIVE CIVELSEMD raTER, 


a om oe 


in the emtter of the appiiention of Thomas Gilk, ot el,» 
fer identification op Missiamippi Ghestess, conselideating the appli> 


‘gations ef + 


@422 et ale, we aRs 8676 
erie taryris,. bd 6877 
Mary $4 ™ « 567s 


mr, at ali, 


ee nce ate ve 


were DECI SIO BH aase- 


C oomed 


Tt appease from the reegra hereda that applications for 
identification ap Missigatppt Chectewe were made te this Comnicsion 
by Thomas G12) for ninnelf ond his too miner @ildren, Mary ati : 
Misha 6433) by Werilia Karrie fer bereeh? end her minor ohild, Annie 
Harris, wna by Mery Riner for heregh? and her sight ainer shijarm, 
Margaret, Jonathon, Ruther, tettie, Sithaniel, Leura, Tiny and Chap 
lis Riser, ir., under the feliewing previelen ef the aot of Congress 
approved June 88, 1608 (30 @tate,, 496): 
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It also appears from the testimony that the principal appli- 
canta exbPaged in M,0.R.5676 and M,0,R,8677 were born of a slave 
mother prior to the Emancipation Proglamation, and Were themselves 
slaves, and that the other applicants herein are their lineal de 
scendants, and it. does not appear from the records in the posses 
sion of the Commission that any one of the said applicants has cyer 
been enrolled by the Choctaw tribal authorities as a member of the 
Choctaw tribe, or admitted to Choctaw citizenship by a'duly con= 
stituted court or committee of the Choctaw Nation, or by the Com 
mission to the Five Civilized Tribes, or by a deoree of the United 
States Court in Indian Territory, under the provisions of the act 
of Congress approved June 10, 1896, (29 Stats., 321). 
It is the opinion of this Commission that under the provistons 
of law above quoted no freedman is entitled to identification as a 
Mississippi Choctaw and that the applications of Thomas Gill, Mary 
Gill, “ldgha Gill, “arilla Harris, Annie Harris, Mary Riser, Mar- 
garet Riser, Jonathan Riser, Ruther Riscor, Lottie Riser, Nathaniel 
Riser, Laura Riser, Tiny Riser and Charlie Riser, Jr. a6 such 
should therefore be refused, end it 1s so ordered, 
COMMISSION TO THE FIVE CIVILIZ¥D TRIBES, 


_ - 


Aoting Chalrinan, 
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Miee.Choetaw 5676 


Muskogee, Indian Territery, June 11,1902. 


Muskegee, Indian Territory, 
Dear Sir: 


Regeipt is hereby acknowledged of your letter of June 10, 
inolosing marriage license and certifieate between Thomas G11] and 
Buthea Williams, whieh you offer in support of the application of 
Thorar G111, et al. for identification as Missiesipp? Choctaws, and 
the same has been filed with the record in this dade. 


Yours truly, 


* 
} 


; 4 
heise de 


oe 
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Muskogee, Indian Territory, Jamiary 15, 1903, 


Wanefield, MoMutray & gornish, 
Attowneys for the Ghootaw and Ohickasaw Nations, 
South MoAlester, Indian Territory, 
Gentlemen: 
¥ou are hereby advised that on the 18th day of January, 
1908, the Comission to the Five civilised Tribes rendered: a’ de~ 
cision in the consolidated case of Thomas Gill, et aly, ombrape- 
ing the following applications for identification as Missiscipyd 
Choetaws: 
Thonas G411, et wl. MeO Rs 5676 
Merilia Harris, et al,  M.G4R, S677 
Mary Riser, et. 41, MiGeR. 5678 
These applications were made undey the provision of the . 
act of Conditées of June 26, 1896 ,[50 States,, 495}, 
Said decision condludes an fellows. a 
*It is the opinion of this Cou pedon that vindes: the 
provisions e* law above quoted. no freedman in entities to 
identification es a Miselest Ghoetaw and that the aprii-~ 
oations of Thomas “pay ng Bh ly Blishe 0111, Maril 
Har@ie, Annie Harris, er, Margaret Kiser, Jonathan 
Riser, Ruther Riser, Lottie Riser, Nathaniel Riser, Lawra 
Riser, Tiny Riser and cherlie Rieer, Jr, as, sueh should 
therefore be refused, and it 18 so ordered,* 


You are further advised that the applicants in thie case 





have been allowed fifteen days from the date hereof within which to z 





thie aoeonnte ap this Strlody and that at the expivetion of paid 
‘tion the ‘papers, & the OASGs tozether with mush atguments will be 
Od: Ao. the Searet ary of the Svberdor. trough tine Cormenioner 


heyy 2 whe ies wae 


"ge tedean dtvanue; 


Heapectfully, 








MaGeR, 5676 
OC 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, damary 13, 1905. 


A, Ws Jones, 
Attorney at law, 
Muskoges, Indian Torritory. 
Dear Siri q 
You are hereby advised that on the 18th day of January, 
1903, the Gommission to the Pive civilized fribes rendered a de 
cision in the consolidated oase of Thomas G&l11, et al., ombrac- 
ing the following applications for identification ae Mississiprd 
choot awe: 
Thomas Gill, et alj MeCeRe S676 
Marilla Harris, et al. MeGeR. BOTT 
Mary Riser, et al, MeO,Ry 5678 


These applications were made under the provision of the 


act of Gongress of June 28, 1808 (80 State,, 496), which is as 


follows: 


*Said Commission shail have authority to determine the. 
identity of Ohoctew Indians claiming rights in the choctay 
lande under article fourteen of the treaty between the United 
States and the Ghoetaw Nation, soneluded September twenty. —. 
severth, eighteen hundred and thirty, and to that end may 
adminiestercaths, examine witnesses and perform all other aote 
necessary the o and make report to the Secretary of the 
Interior, * 


finid decision concludes as follows: 





“It is the opinion of this Commission that under the 





provisions of lew above. meeed, freedpan ia entit 
ied 
identification as a Mississippi chootew and that the nenate 


cations of Thomas G111, Mary 0111, Blisha G111, Marilie Harrie, 





Ae We donan,-~2 


Annd Ande Rasriny wary eer, Jonathan Rise 
Bishan ighrte Bee Pei teciondat ab arian. 
and. iat is Pe cet ah 


You are further advised that. the set tas: dikes 
have heen allowed fifteen days from the date hereor. witht whieh 
‘tio Pils argument» in thie office, and that. et the expiration of 
said time the papers in tne case, together with sugh arguments will 
be forwarded ta the Seeretary of the Interior through the domuim 
sioner of Indian Affaire, 

Respectfully, 


Aoting Chatinen, 








MeO.R, 5676 
( Py. 


Deasenes, Indian Territory, January 15, 1903, 


Thomas G111, 
Redemption, Arkansas, 
, Bear sir; 
You are hereby a-ivised that on the 13th day of January, 
1908, the Commission to the Piye Giviliseda Tribes rendered a de 
Cision in the gonsolidated case of Thomas G11, et al.,embracing 
the following applications for identifioation as Mississipnd 
Choot aws; 
fertitahastiny Sian, gods pete 
Mary Riser, et al, M.O.R, 6678 
These applications were made tinder the provision of the 
aot of Congrdss of June 28, 1898 (30 Stats., 498), which is as 
follows; 
"Said Gommission shall have authority to determine the 
identity of Choctaw Indians Claiming rignte in bev Conan, AN 


lands under article rourtéen of the treaty between. 
tom wenit 


Said decision dondiudes as follows: 


*It is the opinion of this Gonmission that under the 
provisions of law above @4, no freedman is entitied to 
identification as 4 Missies PPA Choctaw and that the ap iise- 
tiong of Thomas Gill, ad" u L s -- 4 “ca 8 a Tie Fy 
ANTL® Harrie, Mary Riser, Margaret Riser, Jonathan Riser, 








fhemas Gill, 4-2 


Ruther Riser, Lettie Riser, Hathaniel Riser, Leura Riser, 
Tiny Rieer and Charlie Riser, J) An suoh should therefore 
be and it ip so ordered, * 


You aye further advised ¢hat you will he allewed fiteon 
days from the date hereof within whieh to file arguments ih tris 
office, and that at the expiration of said time the papers inthe 
cane, together with suct arguvems will be forwarded te the feere= 
tary of the Interior through the Cormlesioner of Indian atrairn, 

Respeot fully, 


(BIGNED), 


, oe Mes oe | aa - 
r i ae} 

OO ie ee we be of 
~ 


Aeting Ohairman, 








COPY. 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, January 29, 1903, 


The Honorable, 

The Secretary of the Interior, 
Siri 

There is trangmitted herewith the record in the consolidated case 
of Thomas Gill, et a1., applicants to the Commission for ident ifiga~ 
tion as Mississippi Choctaws, including the deoision of the Commission 
of January 13, 1903. 

The above consolidated case embraces the following original applica 


tions for identification as Mississippi Cchootaws heard wy thé Coumégad ont | 


Thomas Gill, at etre. MeO .Re 5676, 
Marilie. Harris, al., 6677, 
Mary Rimmer, ot oc oe : 5678. 


The Commission has the honor to report that the principal appli-« 
cants in-the several separate app) toations;* thir: attorney: of record 
and the attorneys for the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations have been 
duly advised ty letter of the action of the Commission, copies of said 
letters being attached to the record, 

Respectfully, 


Through the 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, (WICNE!y 


Bno. M.C.R. $676, 


Lams Bixby. 
Acting Chairman. 








(cory) 
TEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
Gffiee ef Indian Affairs, 
Washingten, 
Pebruary 18, 1903. 


The Honorable 
The Seeretary of the Interior. 


I have the honor to transmit herewith the record ef the Commis- 
gion to the Pive Civilized Tribes in the matter of the application 
for identification as Mississippi Choctaws of Thomas Gi11, for him- 
self ard his two children, Mary and Elisha Gill; Marilla Harris, fer 
herself and her ¢hild, Annie Harris; and by Mary Riser, for herself 4 
and her eight children, Margaret, Jonathan, Ruther, Lottie, 
Nathaniel, Laura, Tiny amd Charlie Riser, Jr.; wherein a decision 
adverse to the applicants was rendered by the Coumths ton: on Janiery 
15, 1903. 

The evidence in this ease shows that the applicants claim 
identification by reason of their descent from Nelson Mordecai, or 
Thomas Nelson, who, it is claimed were citizens of the Choctaw 
Wation and resided in Alabama er Mississippi in 1830. 

The Commission makes its decision rejecting these applicants on 
the greund that it is of the eopinien that no freedman is entitled to 








2 

identification as « Misstseippt Chéotaw. 
A sourch ef the records of thi# office with reference te the 
manes Nelzet Mordegai and Thomme Metsen shews that no such names 
appear in the list of these persons who Complied or attempted to com ~ ‘ 
ply ‘with the previatons or the 14th artivle er the Choctaw trenty ef © 
3850, and for this reasen it is redéimended that the decision of the 
Commission rejecting these applicants be approved. 
Very respectfully, 
(Signed) A. C. Tonner, 
Acting Commissioner. 

E.B.H. H*r, 


3 énelosures. 








(Corr). 
TEPARTUENT OF THE INTERIOR. 
Washington. 
Mareh 18, 1963. 


Commission te the Five Civilized Tribes, 

Muskogee, I. T, 

Gentlemen: 

Jamary 29, 1903, you trarsmitted the record in the matter 
of the applications for identifieation as Mississippi Choctaws, of 
Thomas Gill and his minor children, Mary and Elisha G111; of Marille 
Harris and her minor child, Annie Harris; and ef Mary Riser and her 
minor children, Margaret, Jonathan, Ruther, Lettie, Bathaniel, 
Laura, Timy and Charlie Riser, Jr. 

You found that Thomas G72 and Marilla Harris were born ef 
& slave mother and were themselves slaves, and that the other appli- 
cante gre their lineal deseendants, ‘and you held that vic fteednian 46° 
entitled to identification as « upbeiasipyt Ghoctaw, end denied the 
applications January 13, 1903. 

The applicants claim to be descendants of Nelson Mordecai 


and Thomas Nelson, whe are alleged to have been Chectaw Indians, and 


the Acting Commissioner of Indian Affairs reports that the records 
eof the Indian office do not show that they complied or attempted 
to comply with article 14 of Baty of Sertenber 2° 836, —and 














M.O.R. 5676 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, March 26, 1903, 


Thomas @411, 

Redemption, arkansas, 
Dear Sir? 

You are hereby notified that on the 18th day of Maroh, 
1903, the Seerctary of the Interior affirmed the decision of this 
Commission refusing the applications for identification as Missisge 
Sipp1 Choctaws of the several persons inoluded in the consolidated 
ease of Thomas G112,. et &l., of whior deeision you were advised by 
registered mail on the 13th dav of January, 1903, 

Respectfully, 


Lame Bixby. 
Ghairman, 








PY. 
Muskocee, Indian Territory, March 26, 1905, 


< 


A. W. Jones, Agent, 

Muskegee, Indian Territory, 
Dear Sirs 

You are hereby notified that on’ the 18th day of March, 
1903, the Secretary of the Interior affirmed the decision of this 
Commission refusing the applications: for identification as Missipe 


sfppi Choectaws of the several persons ineluded in the consolidated 


ease of Thomas Gill, et a of which decision you were advised by 


recistered mail on the 18th day of Janary, 1903, 
Respectfully, 








COPY. 
Muskogee, Indian Territory, March 26, 1903, 


Mansfield, MeMurray & Cornish, 
‘“Atterneys for the Cheataw and Chickasar Nations, 
“outh Metlester, Indian Térritery. 
Gentlemens 
You are herety notified that on the 16th day of March, 
2903, the georetary of ‘the Interior affirmed the decision of this 
Commission refusing the applications for identification as Missise- 
sippi Choctawe of the several persons ing luded in the consolidated 
ease of Thomas Gi11, et al., of which decision you were advised by 
mail on the 15th day of January, 1905, 
Respectfully, 
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bo” Ne o6755 
For Identification as a Mississippi Choctaw. 


af MAY 26 1902 


Name 4 , 
7 Yulee —__ 


Age 63 ———=—_ Blood Wet ns 


—_—_— _ 


Post-Office, Reolerrplere , An, 
Hatter: Aelesr ghan:” se 


Leer» florrtrcZ & 
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bell oe oe ee 


7 Stenograupher AY Dre Vella aia al 





M.C.R. 5676 
May 26,1902. 


Thomas Gill. 


Testimony of James Merridy. 


Henry G.Hains, Stenographer 








Choctaw M@R 5677 
Mari lla Haceis 
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@epertment ef the te 
Combesion to te Biv settee Pribes. 
Muskogee, I,Ts May. 26 


Testimony of James Meridy 


in cases of 


Thomas @111 et M.CyR, BOG 
Marilia Harris et a M,O.R, S677 
Mary Riser et of M.CsRy 6678 


games Menidy beig called and swern as a witness in these cases 
testified as follows , 


Examination by the Seuniss! on: 


what is you" nemef A james Merridy 

M-o-r-r- Poet fe ? AI gantt spell my um @, 

what is ye A Meout seventy five, 

What is off ce address? A Redemption, Arkansas 

De, on kane Whomas G4127 A Yes sir, 

Mer sir; I live elose te him, 

De you A Yes sir, 

BE a know Mary Riser? A Yes sir, 

* rier a ag live up there at pedemption, dom't they? A Yes, right 
close 

a 2 have they lived these? A ‘They have bean there- I don’t 
Xview ne pBeveral yeas right close up, they go there fort heir 
malay get dr mail at pedemption 


PRR ECO ENS 


seats 


Bxemination by Andrew J, Jonas, attorneys 


Did you eaten Whonss @il¥s father? A Yessir, 





Makaoe who? ‘4 I mt . te mske out the other part of his name 
weed I will ask you s question; whet kind ef a man was he? 

ndian, 
what nd@ ef an Indian? A 100 taws 
How @@ you know? A I know 1 what I seed him and talked to 
im Faw ye yd dag le | #ozied | some pr ad him-- 

re 

Was he a Mind aeieol ah iro ohent ive Sapte ve "esting ea Wise seippd 

Choctaw, 


POD Le 


POTD o 





-8 


a phe ¢ ever pee hk ogy 2 at any EES th atty ether Indim s? 
Yor pi? x 


(Witness excysed. ) 


taka Bets Us oath atates that as stenographer 
te t petis dete is Wig ai i ag ae he reported in full 
the aire Senha my in 


e M6, 1902, and that this ig . 
a full corree tenser pte ef his wtenographic notes in same 


r : G 
ae Ravan % , 1 nee 
Bubscribed end swern te befere me thi s dE be-tick 1992. 








Department of the Interior. 
Commission to the Five Civilised Tribes. 
Muskogee, I. T., May 26th, 1902. 
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In the matter of the application of Marilla Harris for the 
identification of herself and her minor child, Annie Harris, as 
Mississippi Choctaws, 


Andrew W. Jones attorney for applicant. 


Marilla Harris being first duly sworn testified as follows: 


Examination by the Commission: 


What is your name? A Marilla Harris. 

What is your age? A About fifty-eight. 

What is your post office address? A Redemption. 

Arkansas? A Yes sir, Redemption, Arkansas, 

How long have you lived there? A I have been there twenty- 

five or thirty years. 

Where were you born? A Born in Tennessee, near the line of 

Mississippi. 

Lived in Tennessee how long? A I don't know sir, how long I 

lived there. 

You went from there to what state? A To Arkansas. 

And been there ever since? A Yes sir, Perry County, Arkansas; 

been there ever since. 

Is your father living? A Wo sir. 

Is your mother living? A Yes air, 

What was your father's name? A Nelson Merdeeai. 

What is your mother's name? A Lucinda Sanders. 

She married again? A Yes sir. 

You claim your Choctaw blood through which parent? 

Through my father. 

How much do you claim? A Half, 

Has your father ever been recognized in any way or enrolled as 
the Choctaw tribal 

authorities or the United States authorities in the Indian 

Territory? A I don't know sir, 

Did he ever live in the Indian Territory? A He lived in Miss- 

issippi. 

Did he ever live in the Indian Territory? A Not as I know of. 

Are you married? A Yes sir, 

What is your husband's name? A Jefferson Harris. 
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Is he a Chectaw? 

White man? A 

Negro? <A I doen't knew what you cajl him; he's not white and 
not really a negre---king ef a brow. 

Now you say you claim through yeur father and you claim one- 
half Choetaw blood; hew much Indian blood did your father have? 
He was full blecded Choctaw. 

What was Lucinda Sanders's blood? A She was negre. 

Was he a slave before the war? A Mo sir. 

She was? A Yeu sir. 

Were you? A Yes sir. 

In what state were ua slave? A I was a slave in the state 
of Tennessee and Arkansas too. 

How old were you at the time of Emancipation? A I couldn't 
tell you. 

Well, you were quite a girl? A Yes sir, I was about grown. 
Were you married at that time? A Yes sir, I was married at 
Emancipatien. 

What was your married name at that time? A I was married to 
Jeffersen Harris. 

Is he living now? A Yes sir. 

And have you always been living with him? A Yes gir. 

How were you married to him during that time? A We was mar- 
ried-+-our master married us; we had a license. 

You never did perform any other ceremony after that? A No sir. 
You don't make any claim for your husband de you? A No sir. 
Have you any children you want to make application for now? 
One. 

What is the name of that child? A Annie Harris. 

How 01d is Annie? A She's fourteen past. 

That is the only ene under age? A Yes sir, 

Is Jefferson Harris the father of these children? A Yes sir. 
Are you and he and these ehildren living together at your home? 
Yes sir. 

Was he ever married before he married you? A No sir. 

Were you married before you married him? A Yes sir. 

Have you any children by that other marriage? A Yes sir, two. 
Under age? A No sir, over age. 

This ig the only child yeu want to make application for? 

Yes sir. 

Is your name or the name of your daughter on my of the tribal 
rolls of the Chootaw Nation? A Net as I kmow of, 

Have you ever made application for citizenship in the Choctaw 
Nation for yourself and ehild to the Choetaw tribal authorities 
in the Indian Territory? A No sir. 

Have you ever made application for citizenship in th ho 





Nation to the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes for your 
self and child under the act of Congress of June 10, 1896? 

No sir. 

Is this the first application of any kind that you have ever 
made for citizenship in the Choctaw Nation either to the Cheetaw 
— authorities or the United States authorities? A Yes 

5 fr. ° 

Neither yeu or your child have been admitted to citizenship in 
the Choctaw Nation by any authority whatever have you? 





We sir. 

Do you now ceme before the Commission to identify yourself and 
this child as Mississippi Choctaws claiming under article four- 
teen of the treaty ef ? jA Yes sir, 

Do you understand that article? AI don't know as I do. 

Do you want to have that article explained to yeu? 

Yes sir. 


The treaty of 1830 was made between the United States 

vernment and the Choctaw tribe of Indians at a'place called 
ancing Rabbit Creek in Mississippi en the 27th day of Sep- 
tember, of that year 1830. The object of the treaty was to 
remove as far as possible all of the Chootaw Indians who lived 
in the old Choctaw Nation from that Nation to the Choctaw Na- 
tion, Indian Territory. Before the treaty was signed it be- 
came known that a good many Choctaw Indians would refuse te 
go to the Choctaw Nation, Indian Territory, and in order to 
pretect the interests of those Indians who stayed back in the 
old Choetaw Nation article fourteen was drafted and put into 
the treaty. The treaty was then signed and afterwards became 
ratified. It reads as follows: 


“Hach Choctaw head of a family being desirous to remain 
and become a citizen of the states shall be permitted te 
do #0, by signifying his intention to the Agent within 
six months frem the ratification of this treaty, and he 
or she shall thereupon be entitled to a reservatien of 
one section of six hundred and forty acres of land, to be 
bounded by sectional lines of survey; in like manner 
shall be entitled to one half that quantity for each un- 
marréed child whieh os living with him over ten years of 
age; and a quarter section to such child as may be umder 
ten years of age, to adjoin the losation of the parent. 
If they reside upon said lands intending to become oiti- 
zene of the states for five years after the ratification 
of this treaty, in that case, a grant in fee simple shall 
issue; said reservation shall include the present im 
provement of the head of the family, or a portion of it. 
Persons who claim under this article shall not lose the 
privilege of a Choctaw citizen but if they ever remove 
are not entitled to any portion of the Choctaw annuity." 


What is the name of your ancestor through whom you claim your 
right to be identified as a Mississippi Choctaw? A CGlaim 
through my father. 

Don't you go back further than that; can you give the name of 





the Choctaw anoestor whe lived in Mississippi in 1830? 

You see I was small then. 

ep te you ever hear? A I was small; I don't know anything 
ack--- 

You claim through your father you say? A Yes sir. 

How much Choctaw blood did he have? A He was full blooded 
Choctaw. 

he he claim through his father or mother? A I don't know 
sir, 





é 


De you kmow ef any Choctaw ancestor whe lived in Mississippi in 
1830? A We sir. 

And. whe hed @ family there then? A No sir. 

Hew old would your father be if living now? AI don't know 
oir. . 

Would he be an old man? A Yes sir, he would be an old man. 
About how eld doe you think? A Well, he would be eighty some- 
thing. 

Where was he born? A I don’t knew sir. 

Rver hear he wag born in Mississippi or Alabama? A No sir. 
You den't knew whether he claimed through his father or mother? 
No sir, I den'*t know. 


FOLL £L& LL & 


One of a number of requisites in an applicant claiming 
the right to be identified as a Mississippi Chootaw is to 
prove that he not only was deseended from a Choctaw Indian, 
but that that Indian lived in the state of Mississippi or 
Alabama in the old Choctaw Nation and complied with article 
fourteen of the treaty of 1830, 


Now did your father live in Mississippi? A Yes sir, in Tenn- 
essee on the line. 

He lived on the Tennessee line didn't he? A It was near 
Tennessee. 

Then if he lived near the line on the Tennessee line, he didn't 
live in Mississippi? A Well, I don't know how it was; they 
called him a Mississippian. 

Well, was he born there in 1830 or any time before that? 

I don't. know, 

Were any of his ancestors Chootaw Indians living in the old 
Choctaw Nation in Mississippi and Alabama and were the heads of 
families there at that time; did you ever hear? A No sir, I 
juss heardmother say there was a big lot of them lived in there, 
hat's all I know. 

Did any of your Choctaw ancestors own any iand or claim any land 
in Mississippi or Alabama under article fourteen of the treaty 
of 1830? A I don't know sir. 

Did any of your Choctaw ancestors within six months after the 

ratification of the treaty of 1836, go to the United States In- 
dian Agent, Golonel Ward, and tell him that they wanted to stay 
in Mississippi, take land there and become citizens of the 
states? A Wo sir. 

Did any of your Choctaw ancestors own any improvements on land 
in Mississippi or Alabama in 1830? A TI don't know gir, 

Did any of them go from that 01d Choctaw Nation east of the 





Mis Beinn LQ S 25. A wa on aoe Srr ory 
the other Indians between 1833 and 18384 A TI don't know sir. 


The Indians who remained in Mississippi and Alabama in 
the old Choctaw Nation after the treaty of 1850 was ratified, 
were required, if they wanted to take advantage of article 
fourteen of that treaty, to go to the United States Indian 
Agent, Colonel Ward, within six months after the ratification . 
of the treaty, and fo11 him that they wanted to stay in Miss- 
igsippi, take land there and become citizens of the states. 





A great many Choctaw Indians did this whose names Colonel Ward 
negleeted to put his list know as Ward's Register and 
his neglect toe do sg cauged a great mary Indians who had 
land in Mississippi upen which they had improvements, to lose 
beth their land and improvements; beth were taken from them 
by the government and sold at its public land sales. 

This caused so many complaints among the Choctaw Indians that 
in 1837, by an act approved March Srd of that year, a Commi s- 
sion was appointed by Congress, which Commission went to 
Mississippi and heard claimants under article fourteen of the 
treaty of 1830.. In 1842 another Commission was appointed by 
Congress for the same purpose, under an act approved August 
23rd of that year; this Commission also went to Mississippi 
and heard elaimants under article. fourteen of that treaty. 


Q Do you know if any of your Choctaw ancestors went before the 
Commission of 1837 or the Commission of 1842 and claimed any 
benefits as Choctaw Indians under that article of that treaty? 
I don't know. 

Did any of your Choctaw ancestors receive any scrip from the 
government of the United States which entitled them to select 


land either in eee Alabama, Louisiana or Arkansas, to 


take the place of land that they once held in the old Choctaw 
Nation and which the government had taken from them, do you 
know? A I don't know. 

Have you any evidence that you want to introduce further now at 
this tine? 


attorney Jones: 


Yes sir, we have the affidevit of her mother. 


Affidavit of the mother of this applicant, Cinder Sanders, 
Which applicant says is meant for the name of Lucinda, which 
has been presented by this applicant, is received by the Com- 
mission, marked Exhibit "A" and made apart of the record in 
this case. 


the Commission! 

Have you any other evidence you want. to introduce? A Wo sir. 
Do you want any time in which to intoduce other testimony? 

No sir. 

You don't speak Choctaw do you? A No sir. 


attorney Jones: 





Mrs. Harris do you remember living in Mississippi on the line of 
Mississippi and Alabama, or not? A Yes sir, I remember, 

How long has that been? A Been about between thirty and forty 
years. 

Well do you remember your father; did you ever see him? 

No sir. 

Never saw him? A No sir. 

You don't know whether he lived in Mississippi or not? 





eee. 


Ads) a Aca : ‘ 
Bramination by the Con@ii¢sion: 
woes a0 you. want?to explain? A Thomas Belson I want that to 
re . a. ‘ os * ' 
Where .she pay# she hed .two children, ond #as. Jia Harris and 
the other oné Was Thomas Neleon?. A Phat pe ig right, but 
I was raiged by ‘Tom G111 and was.going that way. 


Well did you used to go by the name of Thorias Nelson? 

No sir, 

Kow.did your mother come to cet this name Thomas Nelson? hs 
She alwaye called me after my daddy's name and I took the hams 0 He 


or uncle. t 
You took the neme of your unole Gill and she called you after 
your father's Christian name? A Yes sir, 








No sir. . 
Why did you think that you had Mississippi Choctaw blood in you? 
What my mother said. 
You went solely by what your mother gaid? A Yes sir, ‘that’s 
all the way I know. 
You never saw your father? A I tell you I never seen him to 
remember him. 
Well you don't know whether he came out of Mississippi or Ala- 
bama do you? A No sir. 
Do you want to have the case of Thomas G411 considered with 
yours? A Yes sir. 

Applicant excused. 


This. applicant has *#hé appearance and physical charge- 
teristics of healing dasoended frem negro parertage, the Choctaw 
in her physical ‘appearance is no% apparent, she doesn't. under- 
stand the Choctaw language and has no knowledge of the com 
Pliance on the part of hér aneestors with any of the pro- 
visions of article fourteen of the treaty of 1830. 


Albert. G. McMillan, being first duly sworn, states that as 
stenographer to the Commission. to the Five Civilized Tribes he re- 
ported the proccedings had in the above entitled cause on the 26th 
day of May, 1902, and, that the above and foregoing is a full, true 
and correct transcript of his stenographic notes taken in said 


cause on said date. 
Let Pll. 


yy 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this //” day of June, 1902. 


“ 
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Notary Public. 








M.C.R. 5677 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, January 13, 1905. 


Yyarilla Harris, 

Redemption, Arkansas. 
Dear Madam; 

You are hereby advised that on the 13th day of January, 
1908, the Cormission to the Five Civiliged Tribes rendered a de 


gision in the consolidated case of Thomas G111, ot al., ombrac- 


ing the following applications for identification as Miscissippd 


Chootays: Thomas Gill, st al. M.C,R. 5676 
Marilla Harris, ct al. M.G.R, 5677 
Mary Riser, st als MoGeR. 5678 


These aprlications were made under the provision of the 
act of dongress of June 28, 1898 (30 Stats., 495), which is as 


follows: 


*gaid Commission shall have authority to determine the 
jaentity of Ghootaw Indians oleimins rights in the Choctaw 
lands under article fourteen of the treaty between the Unit ed 
States and the Ghoctaw Nation, sonoluded September twenty- all 
seventh, eighteen hundred and thirty, and to that end may 
administer oaths, oxamine witnesses and perform all other 
acts necessary thereto and make report to the seoretary of 
the Interior.*® 


Snid desision concludes as follows: 


*It is the opinion of this domussion that under the 
nrovisions of law above quoted no freedman is entitled to 
ddantification as 4 Mississippi Choctaw and that the apvli~ 
cations of Thomas G111, Mary Gill, Flisha Gill, Marilla 
Harris, Annie Harris, wary Hise z R shehian 


‘ > AVAE 2 es a) 0 Q * 
Riser, Ruther Riser, Lottie Riser, Nathaniel Riser, Laura 








Merrilia Herrie,——2 


Riser, Tiny Riser, and Charlie Riser, J%, es such should 
therefore be refused, and it is so ordered, ® 


You are further advised that you will be allowad fifteen 
OY Feo. the date nexcor witli wuton yo, the actitimenit tel tite! 
ott ions. and that.nt tne, oxpixation of..eaid time the panera in the , 
onee, tog ther with such argiments will be forwarded to the Seore~ 
tary of the Interior through the @onmuinsioner of Indian Affairn, 
Resveotfully, 


oo & 


Acting Chairman 


Regi atered, 








M.C.R. 5677 


Cf PY, 


J 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, Marvoh 26, 1903. 


Marille Harris, 

Redemption, Arkansas. 
Dear Madam: 

You are hereby notified that on the 18th day eof Mareh, 
1903, the Secretary of the Interior affirmed the decision of this 
Commission refusing the applications for identification as Missie- 
sSippi- Chootaws of the several persons included in the consolidated 


case of Thomas Gill, et al., of which decision you were advised by 


registered mail on the 13th day of January, 1903. 
Respectfully, 








For Identification as a aise Choctaw. 


MAY °6 1002 


Name vw Meal ees 


TS: ty oe Blood By 


Past Oke Ceduna, QAK 


R DEea/. A 
Mothe es ORs Pe Vanden s. L 








May 26,1902. 


5677,Marilla Harris 


Testtmony of James Merridy 


Stenorrapher 


H.G. Hains. 
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She said I was bern a slave. 
you that yeu want te make application 


A Yes sir, the elées one is 


A Margaret Riser. 
A Jenathan. 


UPR yeat 
tee 


! 
LF 


a 


puny rerey 
Se 


i 
Is that ? A Wo sir, we got a boy--baby---Char lie Riser, 
wr. 


This Charlie Riser, your son, this last ome, is Charlie Jr., 
ien't it? A Yes sir, I just named him after his father. 
Charlie Jr., then? A Yes sir. 
Are you and your tmsbané and these ehiléren livine tosether with 
A Yes sir. 
oer yon your husband married before you married each 
Is your name om any of the tribal rolls of the Choctar ‘ction in 
Indian Territery? A Me sir, not as I know of. 
tion for citizenship in the Choctaw 
the Gheeta@ tribal autherities in Indim vTerritery? 





ies, the Commission te 
States Court in Indian 





. 


This is the first appliecatien ef any kind that yeu have ever 
made for yourself and children te any authority whatever for 
hap cage in the Ghectaw Natien? A Yes sir. 


these ehildren as ee carrer. Chectaws claiming under article 
fourteen of the treaty of 1830? A Yes sir, 

De you understand that article? A I @n't know as I do. 

De you want it explained again? A I reckon not; I think I 
understand it. 


It reads as follows: 


"Each Chectaw head of a family being desirous to remain 
and become citizens of the states shall be permitted te 
do so, by signifying his intention to the Agent within 
six months from the ratification of this treaty, and he 
or she shall thereupon be entitled to a reservation of 
one section of six hundred and forty acres of land, to be 
bounded by sectional lines of survey; in like manner 
shall be entitled to one half that quantity for each un- 
married child whic is living with him ever ten years of 
age; and a quarter sectien to such child as may be wider 
ten years of age, to adjoin the location of the parent. 
If they reside upen mid lands intending to beceme citi- 
zens of the states for five years after the ratification 
of this treaty, in that ease, & grant in fee simple shall 
issue; said reservation shali include the present im 
prevement of the head of the family or a pertion of it. 
Persons who claim under this article shall not lose the 
privilege of a Choctaw citizen but if they ever remove 
are not entitled te any pertien of the Cheetaw annuity." 


You understand that now do you? A Yes sir. 

So that you can claim under it? A Yes sir. 

What is the name of your ancestor through whem you claim your 
right to be identified as a Mississippi Choctaw? A My mother, 
Can you go back any farther than your mother? A No sir. 

Well now you ought to be able te because your mother is right 
here now and has made application? A Yes sir, I claim thr ough 
my grandmother? 

Well she don't elaim through her grandmother; she claims through 
her father, that weuld be your grandfather; now she sat right 
here in your presence; you don't Imow now whe you claim through? 
I claim threugh my mother; I didn't know I could go back te my 
grandfather. 

Well haven't you get just enough understanding c his ar C 

+4 ave cot to claim through some ancestor 








who lived in Mississippi in 1830; yeur mother didn't live in 
Mississippi in 1830? A Yes sir, my grandfather. 

You claim through your grandfather do you? A Yes sir. 

And his name was what? A WNelsen Mordecai. 

That's pend mother's father isn't it? A Yes sir, 

Did he live in Mississippi in 1830? A Yes sir, what my 
mother says. 

Seventy-two years ago? A I don't know how long it's been; I 
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Only know from my uncle. 

Did Nelson Mordecai live in Mississippi or Alabama in the old 
Choctaw Nation in 1830 and was the head of a family there then? 
Yes sir, from what my grandmother says, 

Your grandmother said what? A My mother and my uncle says he 
lived there. 

In 1830? A Yes sir. 

Did he have any children? A Two. 

Living in Mississippi in 1830? A Yes sir, 

Now you don't know tha fer sre do you? A Only what my 
grandmether said. 

Your mother or your grandmother? A Grandmother. 

You den't know mich abeut it do you? A Wo sir. 

Nelson Merdecai's father was named what? A Thomas Gill. 

Was Yom Gill the father of Nelsen Mordecai? A Wo sir, Nelsen 
Mordecai was the father of Thomas Gill. 

What is the name of the mother of Nelsen Mordecai? 

Cinda Sanders, I reckon; I don't know sir, I eant tell you; 

I don't know, 

Did any of your Choctaw ancestors own any land or claim any ‘and 
in Mississippi or Alabama under article fourteen of the treaty 
of 1830? A Wo sir, not as I know of. 

Did any of your Choctaw ancestors own any imprevements on land 
in Mississippi or Alabama in 1830? A Ne sir, not as I know 
of. 

Did any of your Choctav ancestors go from that old Choct aw Na- 
tion east of the Mississippi river to the Choctay Nation, Indian 
Territory, with the other Indians between 1833 and 18387 

No sir, not as I know of. 

Did any of your Choctaw ancestors, within six months from the 
ratification of the treaty of 1836, g the United States In- 
dian Agent, Colonel Ward, and tell him that they wanted to stay 
in Mississippi, take land there and become citizens of the 
states? A No sir, not as I know of. 


The Choctaw Indians who stayed hack there in the old 
Choctaw Nation after the treaty of 1830 was ratified, 
were required, if they wanted to take advantage of arti- 
cle fourteen of that treaty, to go te the United States 
Indim Agent, Colonel Ward, within six months after the 
ratification of the treaty, and tell him that they wanted 
to stay in Mississippi, take land there and bemme citi- 
zens of the states. A great many Choctaw Indians did 
this whose names Colonel Ward failed to put upon his 
list known as Ward's Register and as a result of his 





neglect to do so a great many Indians whe had land tn 
t : had improvements, 





to lose both their land and th 

they were 

at its public land sales. This caused se many complaints 
among the Choctaw Indians that in 1837, by an act ap- 
proved March 3rd ef that year, a Commnissien was appointed 
by Cengress, which Commi ss ion went to Mississippi and 
heard claimants under article fourteen of the treaty of 
1830. In 1842, by an act appreved August 23rd of that 





year, another Cemmission inted which went t¢ Mi ssise- 
ippi and heard claimants wad? artiele feurteen of that 
treaty. : 

Did any of your Choetaw ancestors go before either of these twe 

Comifesions and claim any benefits ay Choctaw Indians? 

No gir, not as I know of. 

Did my of your Choctaw ancestors receive “ serip from the 

government which entitled then eee 1 either in Miss- 

issippi, Alabama, Louisiana or A Wo sir, not as I 

know of, 

What relation is Thomas G4ll te your? A uncle. 

Do you want to have his cage cénsidered wi yours when yours 

is considered by the Commission? A Yeg sir. . 

And also Marilla Harris, that is your mother? A Yes sir. 

You would Like to have her case considered with yours tee? 

Yes sir, 

Do u speak the Choctaw language? A No air. 

Is Sere anything more you want to say in support of this claim? 


By the attorney: No sir, 
By the Commission: 
Q Don't want any time? 


By the attorney: No sir, 
By the Gemmission: 


Applicant waives, through her attorney, any time in 
which to introduce further test ony. + 


This applicant has the appearance and physical charac- 
teristics of being descended from negro parentage, has no 
knowledge of the Choctaw language and has no knowledge of the 
compliance on the part of her encestors with any of the pro- 
visions of article fourteen of the treaty of 1830, 


Albert G. MeMillan, being first duly sworn, states that ag 
stenographer to the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes he re- 
ported the proceedings had in the above entitled cause on the 26th 
oe of May, 1902, and that the abeve and coreges ms 4s @ full, true 
and gorrect transcript of his stenographic notes . aken in said 

4 4 








cause on said date. OE WWE tar 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this b day of June, 1902, 


‘e t¢ Ac Ce 7 A. x x .¢ at <4 Cf Wen, 


otary Public. 





tment ef the Interior: 
ssien to the Bive Wivilised tribes, 
Muskogee, Ist, May 26, 1908, 


Testimony ef James Meridy 


in oases of 


Thomas @i1] et als, MCR, 5676 
Morilia Harris et al,, MC oRe 5677 
Mary Riser et al,, M,CeRy 5678 


yames Merrtdy beig called and sworn as a witness in these cases 
testified as follows; 


Bxemination by the Gommissi ong 


Wheat is your name? A james Merridy 

Mee-rereied~y ? AI cantt spell my nm @, 

What is your age? A About seventy five. 

What is yor pet office address? A Redemption, Arkansas 

De you know ¥homas G1117 A Yes sir 

Marilla Harris? A Yes sir; I live olone to him, 

Do you know Marflle? A Yes sir, 

Do you know Mary Riser? A Yes wiry 

They 011 live up there at Redemption, don?t they? A Yes, rignt 

Lese: u e 
© 
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several years right close up} they gothere fort teir 
ir mail at ,yedemption 


exact. 
42; get + 


ifyiner they lived there? A They have been there- I don’t 


a 


Reemination by Andrew J, Jones, attorney, 


Q Did you knew ghomas Gil2s father? A Yessir, 
Q Wht was his neme? A Welson, 





74 mn whey A Tam trying to mike out the other part of his name 
Q Well I will ask you 8 question; whet kind of a man was he? 

A Indian, 

Q whet kind of an Indian? A Choc taws 

Q How de you know? A I know from what I seed him and talked to 
him and where others enlled him-« the mame of him-~ 

Q Where did you know him? A In Tonw SHG 4 

Q Was he a esippf Ghectaw? A He wa ealled a Mies ssippi 
Choctaw, 





-@ 


Whe epliedé him that? You? A Southern peers 
sid a over see him at &ny Other time with any other Indim sg? 
‘yes. Bits 


(Witness excused.) 


Hem’y G, Hains beig swern on H 5s oath states that as stenographer 

to the gommiad on to the Five Givilized gribes he reported in full 

the above testimony in said abuses on Way 26, 1902, ani that this is 
a full, true and correct tegnsaript of his stenographic notes in sme , 


Subscribed end swern to before me this 








M.C.R, 5678 


Muekogeo, Indien Territory, Jamuary 15, 1903. 


Mary Riser, 
Redemption, Arkangas. 
Dear Madam: 
You are hereby advised that on the 18th day of January, 
1903, the Comission to the Five Civilized Tribes rendereé a de 
Cision in the consolidated ease of Thoms Gill, et al,, enmbrao- 
ing the following applications for identification as Mississipnt 
Choctaws: 
Thomas Gill, et al, M.O.R, 5676 
Merilla Harris, et al. MeCsRe 5677 
Mary Riser, et al. MGR. 5678 


These aprlicationsa were made under the provision of the 


act of Congress of June 28, 1898 (50 Stats., 495), which is as 


follows: 


“Said Commission shall have authority to determine the 
identity ofchodtaw Indians claiming rights in the Chootaw 
lands under artiole fourteen of the treaty between the United 
States and the Choctaw Nation, goncoluded september twenty 
seventh, eighteen hundred and thirty, and to that end may 
administer oaths, examine witnesses and perform all other 
acts necessary thereto and make renort to the Secretary of 
the Interior,* 


Said deoision eoncludes as follows: 


"It is the @pinion of this Commission that undar the 
provisions of law above quoted ne freedman is entitled to 








identification ae a Missiesippl Choctaw and that the an li- 
oations of Thomas Gill, Mary G11%, Flisha 6111, Marilla Hayris, 





days from ¢he ante hereof within which to 2 Fie nnmente 1 ta 4th 

office, and that at the expiretion, of aid time the papers in the 

case, tozether with such argument e will be forwarded to the Seare- 

teary of the Intorior through the Commissioner of Indian affairs, 
Respectfully, 


t 


. “4 
- vee mar! bree les’ fd 


Acting Chairman, 
Regist ered, 


¥ yp 
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M.C.R. 6676 


COPY. 


Muskogee, Ttiiian Territory, Maroh 26, 1903, 


Mary Riser, 

Redemption, Arkansas, 
Dear Madam: Pee neg 

You are hereby notitied.4int on the 28th day of March, 
2903, the gedretary..oF the Interior affiraed fhe decision of this 
Commission refusing the applications for Adentification as Miesise 
sippi Choctaws of the several persons included in the consolidated 
sase of Thomas G112, et @l., of which deodiston you were advised by 


Yegistered mail én the 13th day of Jamery, 1903, 
: Respegtxwily, 


ny 3 


Chairman, 
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Choctaw M@K S479 


Sidney Millinder 











DEPARTMEST OF THE INTERIOR, 
COMMISSION TO THE VIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES, 


ae ow 20 () oom om 


In the matter of the application of Sidney Millinder for 
identification as a Mississippi Cheetaw~ M.C,R, 6679. 


List of papers forwarded to the Secretary of the Interior 


comprising the record in the above case. 


Original application of Sidney Millinder 
to the Dawes Commission for identification 
as a Mississippi Choctawe~- 


Testimony of James Merridy before 
the Commi 8810n~----~-0- 00 ~---0 ~~ nn 2 n-ne nn oe ee - 


Decision of the Commission refusing 
the application of Gidney Millinder 
for identification as a Mississippi 
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the Interior. 


Comisalon £0, 12 ; Civili Tribes. 
"i ng Aye ath, 1902, = 


#0679, o-+---900-- 





In the ter ef the poiie: oer Millinder for 
the Laentitiontios of herself ae a Mis sionkees ostaw, 


Andrew W, Jenes attorney fer applicant. 


: Sidney Millinder being first duly sworn testified as fol- 
owst 


Examination by the Commission: 


What is your name? A Sidney Millinder. 
What is your age? A I om fifty-five. 
Sone is your post office address A Muskogee, Indian Terri- 
OT Y « 
ere eee cere Te Saved tare in Muskegee? A I have just come 
wher yrs nig wnen' bunt A From Perry County, 
re 
Mississ ipl? A A Ne sir sir, Perry County, Arkansas. 
Is thie 23 your present ee # meee A on sir. 
To be from now on? Te ve frem new eis 
Hew long have you ou bean in Arkansas? ~ very long. 
Where was glade A I was born in Shelby County, Tennessee. 
And lived Sodee dh hew leng? A Lived in Tennessee twelve 
years 
And then you went from there where? A Up to the line of Ala- 


And lived there how long? A Until I came over here. 
2 yeur father living? A MSe sir, 
sh mother 11 7 A Woe sir, 
What ur father’s name? A Jehn Dum. 
be pat aw GH name? A Harriet Dunn. 
Tarough parent de yeu Glaim Choctaw blood? A I alaim 


Jal . ' —— 





: quarter what? A ‘The blood dian and ne gre missed . 

And yéur father was hew meh? A Whole Indian. 

Then you glaim threugh Sore fw father and mother? A Yes sir. 
Hew much Chéstaw bleod yeu elaim? <A My father was a fall 
blood Indian, 

And you claim one-half Indian; how mush do you alain frou wor 
pe ow A My mother was one quarter; she was negro and Indian 


©P PBPL| PLRLLGLH 2 LHLLLLLL & LLL 





#2. 


Q 
A 
“ 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
8 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
g 
Q 
Q 
Q 


© BPBLLLLO 


& 


Hew meh de yeu figure eut you claim? A Pive-eighths. 

You 40 claim five-eighths @p you? A Yes sir. 

Have yeur parents ever been spond wer pt in any way or enrolled as 
members of the Cheetaw tribe ef Indians by the Choctaw tribal 
authorities or the United States authorities in the Indian Ter- 
ritory? A Not as I know of. 

When and where were your father and mother married? 

In Perry County, Tennessee; they didn't marry; he just had her 
as his wife, 

They didn't marry? A No sir. 

Were they slaves? A Wo sir, 

Well, how was it that they didn't marry? A He was free but 
my mother was a slave. 

Your mother was a slave and he was free? A Yes sir. 

Were you a slave yourself? A Yes sir. 

What your husband's name? A Dave Millinder, 

Is he living? A Wy husband? 

Yes? <A Yes sir, he's right here. 

What is he, a colered man? <A Yes sir. 

De you make any claim for him? A Wo sir. 

How many ehildren have you that you want to make applisation 
for? A T have three. 

What is the name of the oldest? A The oldest one is named 
Charlie Riser, 

Well that Riser is the middle name isn't it; isn't his name 
Millinder? A Wo sir, 

How old is he? A He's about---well, I reckon he's along 
about page oo Tah or forty. 

Well he have to make application for himself, Have you 
any children under age? A Yes sir, I have one little boy of 
my sisters; she's the same as me. 

Have you any children yourself? A Only one. 

How many have you get under age? A Haven't got nary one. 
How you say you have a child of your sisters? A Yes sir. 

Is dead? A Yes sir, 

Where does this ehild live? A This ehild's with me. 

How long have you kept it? A I have had him now ten years. 
Where is his father? A His father is in Atlanta, Georgia. 
Is br 4 name on any of the tribal rells of the Choctaw Nation 
in Indian Territory? A Wot as I know of. 

Did you ever make application for citizenship in the Choctaw 
Nation to the Chootaw tribal authorities in the Indian Terri- 
tory? A Not as I lmow of, 

Did you ever make application for citizenship in the Choctaw 
Nation to the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes under the 





A Not as I know of. 
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Have bts ever been admitted to citizenship in the Choctaw Nation 

L 4 either the Choctaw tribal authorities, the Commission to the 
ve Civilized Tribes or the United States Court in Indian Ter 

ritory? A Wot as I know of. 

Do you know come before the Commission te be identified as a 

Mississippi Choctaw claiming under article fourteen of the 

treaty of 1830 A Yes sir, 

Do you understand that article of that treaty? A Yes sir. 
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Q Do you care to have it explained any further to yous or do you 
think you understand it well enough? A Yes sir, 


That article reads as follows: 


"Bach Choctaw head of a femily being desirous to remain 
and become a citizen of the states shall be permitted to 
do s0, by signifying his intention te the Agent within 
six months from the ratification ef this treaty, and he 
or she shall thereupon be entitled to a reservation of 
one section of six dred and forty acres of land, to be 
bounded by sectional lines of survey; in like manner 
shall be entitled to one half that quantity for each un- 
married child which is living with him over ten years of 
age; and a quarter sectien to such @ under 
ten years of age, to eation of the parent, 
If they reside upon sai lands intending to become eiti- 
zens of the states for five years after the ratification 
of this treaty, in that case ® grant in fee simple shall 
issue; said reservation shail inelude the present im- 
provement of the head of the family, or a portion of it, 
Persons who claim wider this artiele shall not lose the 
privilege ef a Choctaw citizen but if they ever remove 
are not entitled to any portion of the Choctaw annuity." 


You think you understand that now do you well enough to claim 
under 41t¢? A Yes sir. 

What is the name er your ancestor that you are Glaiming your 
right to be identified now through? A John Dunn. 

What relation was John Dunn to you? A He was my feather. 

Cant you go back farther? A Wo sir. 

He didn't live in Mississippi did he in 1830? A Yes sir, 
Seventy-two years ago? <A Yes sir, 

He had how meh Choctaw blood? A The full Choctaw blood, 
Full? A Yes sir, that's my understanding by my mother, 

You say your father John Dunn lived in Mississippi in 1830; 
how do you know he did? A That was my mother's elaim that he 
lived there, 

In 1830? A Yes sir, 

Did he have any children living there then? A Yes sir, 

How many do you know? A Three, 

Can you tell their names? A Yes sir, 

Tell their names? A Sarah and Sidney and Augusta. 

Well now your name is Sidney? A Yes sir, 

Were you named after that? A No sir, Sidney is my name; I am 
One of them, 
Ho is about fifty years of age now if 
she was living; she's dead, and so is the others dead, all but 
me. 

How 01d would she be if living now? A About fifty. 

How old is the other ene? A Under me, about thirty; I am the 
next oldest. 

Well you said John Dunn was living in Mississippimin 1830 and 
had h ildren there then and gave the names of these three; there 
was not one of you living in 1830? A Yes sir, 
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You are not seventy-two years old are you? A No sir. 

How old are you? A Fifty-five. 

Then ita see you could not have been living in 1830? 

Yes sir. 

And you are the oldest one of the family? A Yes sir. 

Se John Dunn could not have been living in Mississippi in 1830 
and at that time having a family of children; de you know wheth- 
er John Dunn claimed through his father or mother? A No sir, 
I don't know whether he claims through his father or mother. 
Can you give the name of any of your aneestors whe lived in the 
eld Choctaw Nation in Mississippi or Alabama in 1830 and was 
the head of a family there then? A No sir, I don't remember. 
Cant you remember any of your Choctaw ancestors on your mother's 
side? A Wo sir. 

De you know whether your mother claimed through her father or 
mother? A We sir. 

Did any of your ancestors either on your father or mother's 
side own land or elaim any land in the old Choctaw Nation 
under article fourteen of the treaty of 1830? A Wo sir, I 
don’t remember. 

Did any of the Choctaw ancestors of either your father or mther 
own any imprevements on land in Mississippi or Alabama in 18303 
No sir, not as I know of. 

Did any of your Choctaw ancestors within six months from the 
ratification of the treaty of 1836, go to the United States In- 
dian Agent, Celenel Ward, and tell that they wanted to stay 
in Mississippi, take land there and become citizens of the 
states? A Net as I know of. 

Did any of your Choctaw ancestors go from that old Choctaw Na- 
tion east of the ages ta river to the Choctaw Nation, In- 
dian Territory, with the other Indians between 1833 and 1838 

or *40? A Net as I know of, : 


The Indians who stayed back in the eld Choctaw Nation 
in Mississippi and Alabama after the treaty of 1830 was rati- 
fied, were required, if they wanted to take advantage of arti-~ 
cle fourteen of the treaty of 1830, to ge to the United States 
Indian Agent, Colonel Ward, within six months after the rati- 
fication of Lne treaty, and tell him that they wanted to stay 
in Mississippi, take land there and become citizens of the 
states. A at many Choctaw Indians did this whose names 
Colonel W neglected to put upon his list known as Ward's 
Register, and his neglect to do so caused a goed many Indians 
who held land in Mississippi upen which they hd improvements, 
te lose both their land and se bl pap | both were taken 
from them by the government and sold at its publie land sales. 
This caused so many complaints among the Choctaw Indian h 
tn I837, as well as in 1842 Commissions were appointed 

_Which Commissions went to wi ssissippi and heard claimants un=- 
der article fourteen of the treaty of 1830, 





Q Did any of your Choctaw ancestors go before either of these two 
Commissions and claim any benefits under article fourteen of 
the treaty of 183097 A Wot as I remember. 
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Bid any ef your Chestaw ancestors ree ve 


Feat tae te Seb ast"s ft rt 


Louisiana er Arkansas, | Ly poe = 
forme he % the old thé fen and 
ment hi aad Bae them hier ype at ite p 


Not * 
are you veinten 4a te ms f Riger? A Yes sir, 
And to Mariiie Harris? I Yee sir, . 

Are you related to Thoms G411? A Yes. sir, 

These have all made application te be identified to-day ag Mise 
iesippi Choetaws? A Yes sir, 

mae like to have your cage eonselidated with theirs? 

Yes sir. 


Attorney Jones: 


What relation are you te them? <A I em relation to them in. 
the way of marriage, 
You are no relatien then? A Ne sir, 


the Commission: 


You don't ¢laim through the sane source then? A No sir, 

Then you don't gare to have your case consolidated with them? 
Ne sir. 

Because you are not bleed relation ou de not olaim any Choctaw 
bleod through their ancestors? A We sir, not through then, 

no sir, 

Have yeu other evidence that yeu want te introduce now in 
support of this claim? A No sir. 

You don't care for any time? A Ne answer, 


attorney Jones! 


Might give twenty days, 


the Commission: 


Twenty days time is allowed this Sprhicnnt in 
which to introduce testimony in reference te th 8 application, 


De you speak or understand the Cheetaw ? A We gir, 
Have you any white blood at all? A Ne sir, 
Mot a bit? A Wo sir, 
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attorney Jones! 


How you stated to the Commission that you lived in i 

jn ee. aid you mean te say that you or your father ldved there 
her, 

You were not born at that tim? A No sir, my father was Liy- 

ing there, 

How 40 you knew? A Through my mother. 





boo ze sir, not 4 know hin, 
aaa Sear nk ot serltag 
) ’ I dentt knew 4%, for Bi! 
So you doritt know attything about your father at all more then 
2 mother A Yes sir. 
That? all you Lace aeeut a4? A. You oir. 
By the Commssion: 


This applicant has the appearance and physissl sharae- 
teristies of being descended from ne parentage % 

that her lips are thin and not ikke one being a fwd 
blood negre} the sontour of her features indicate a mixture of 
other blood with the negro; 1% might be white; she says there 
is no white blood; it seems that she has a mixture of negre 
and Indian blood, in which the negro eons te predominate; 

ghe doesn't speak the Choetaw language and has no knowledge 

of the compliance on the part of her ancestors with of 

the provisions of article fourteen of the treaty of 1850. 

She, as well as her parents, were at one ‘time slaves. 


Albert @,. MoeMillan, being first duly sworn, states that as 
stenographer to the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes he re- 
ported the proceedings had in the above entitled cause on the 26th 
day of May, 1902, and that the above and foregoing is a full, true 
and eorrect transeript of his stenographic notes taken in said 
cause on said date. 


Subscribed and sworn te before me this é day of June, 1902. 


G ha Cc AS - UM shpinry a™ 


“Notary Public. 











com Th St BETES sess, 
Muskegee, TT 26, 1968, 


Testimeny ef Jenes Merridy 


Sidney Wii2indory WiOyRy OTD 


s Merridy being called and swern as a witness in ths ¢ase 
testified as follows: 


Rxamination by the (Gomminasi on! 


What fis your name? A Jones ywerridy : 

M-@-rerei-d-y? A I can't spell my nem es 

What is your age? A About seventy five 

What ip your post office address? A Redeuption, arkansas, 

Do ha know Bidney Killinder? A You git, 

ye lives up there at Redemption, don't he? A Yes, rigit close up 


Examination by Andrew J. Jones, attormy,. 


Q Do you mew Sidney Millinder*s father? A Yessir, 

Q What was his nave? A John Dunn, 

Q Where did you mow him at? A In Tene ssee, 

Q What was he? A He was a Gho taw Indian, 

Q How do you know that? A @Gnuse they run together; they traveled 

and apres. together;they were right there together and talked togethe 
Ji 





"q mn talked to other Indians? A Yes sit, 

Q De you say that John Dunn was a Migal sei pri Ghectaw Indian? . 
A Yes airs 

Q How do you know that? A That's what I heard éthers say, 

Q What others? A White peeple that was talking, 

Q All the ople arownd? A Yes sir, 

Q thatts all, 


(Witness exeused,) 











DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
COMMISSION TO THE VIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES. 


In the matter of the application ef Sidney Millinder fer iden= 
tifieation as a Mississippi Choctaw, M.C,.R, 5679. 


It appears from the record herein that application for 
identification as a Mississippi Chestaw was made to this Commission 
by Sidney Millinder for herself,ander the following prevision of the 


act of Congress approved June 28, 1898 (30 Stats., 495): 


"Said Cemmission shall have authority to determine the 
identity of Choetaw Indians claiming rights in the Choctaw 
lands under article fourteen ef the treaty between the United 
States and the Choctaw Nation, concluded September twenty- 
seventh, eighteen hundred and thirty, and te that end may ad- 
minister oaths, examine witnesses and perform all ether acta 
. aie ph failed and make report to the Secretary of the 

nterior. 


It also appears that said applicant claims rights in the 
Choctaw lands under article fourteen of the treaty between the 
“9 
seventh, eighteen hundred and thirty, by reason of being a desgené- 
ant of John Dunn, who is alleged to have been a full plood Chogtew 
Indian, end te have resided in Mississippi in eighteen hundped and 





thirty, and Harriet Dunn, who is alleged to have been an one-fourth 
blood Choetaw Indian. 

It further appears from the evidence submitted in support 
of said application, and from the records in the possession of the 
Commission, that said applicant has never been enrolled by the Choe- 
taw tribal authorities as a member of the Choctaw tribe, or admit- 
ted to Choetaw citizenship by a duly constituted court or committee 
of the Cheetaw Nation, or by the Commission to the Pive Civilized 
Tribes, or by a decree of the United States Court in Indian Terri- 
tory, under the provisions of the act of Congress approved June 10, 
1896 (29 Stats., 321). 

It does not appear from the testimony and evidence offered 
in support of said application, or from the records in the posses 
sion of the Commission relating to persons who complied or attempted 
to comply with the provisions of said article fourteen of the treaty 
of eighteen hundred and thirty, and to persons who heretofore were 
claimants thereunder, that the said John Dunn, or Harriet Dunn sige 
nified (in person or by proxy) to Colonel Wm. Ward, Indian Agent, 
Choctaw Agency, an intention to comply with the provisions of said 


artiele fourteen, or presented a claim to rights thereunder to 


either of the Commissions autherized to adjudicate such claims by 
the acts of Congress approved March 3, 1837 (5 Stats., 180) and 





It is therefore the opinion of this Commission that the 
evidenee herein is insufficient to determine the identity of Sidney 
Millinder as a Choctaw Indian entitled to rights in the Chootaw lands 
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under the previeions of said article fourteen of the treaty of 

eightden biundred and thirty, an@ that the applissation for her 

identification ap such should be refused, and it is so orderod, 
COMMISSION TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES, 





T, B. Néediles. 





Tomnlasioners 





Commi saione?’, 
Muskogee, Indian Territory. 
DEC 31 309? 











uuBKogee, Indian Territory, December §1, 1902, 


ansfield, MoMurray & Cornish, 


Attornoys. For the Chootaw and Chickasaw Nationr, 


South McAlester, Indian Territory, 


Gentlemen: 

You are hereby advised that on the Zlst day of Decernber, 
1902, the Cormission to the Five Civilized Tripes rendered a de- 
cision in the case of Sidney itillinder, an sprlicant for identiri- 
cation as a Mississipni Choctaws 

this application was made under the provigion of the act 
of Congress of June 28, 1898 (30 State,, 495), 

Said decision concludgs as followa: 

“It is therefore the opinion of this Com isston that the 
evidence herein is insufiictent to determine the identity of Sidney 
Miliinder es a Choctaw Indian entitled to richts in the Choataw 
lands under the provisions of said artiole fourteen of the troaty 
of elghteen hundred and thirty, and that the apnlication for her 
identification as sush should be refusod, and it is so ordered." 

You are further adviwed that the applicent in this anse 
has been allowed fifte:n days from the date ereoft within which to 
fille urguients in this case, and that at the expiration of said 
time the papers in the cage, togethor with such erreunente will be 


forwarded to the Seoretary of the Interior t*r ugh the Conomissatoner 


of Indian Affairs, 
Respootfully, 





Aeting Chairman, 





COPY 


Minkoges, Indian ‘Tarrit ary, Dederhcr 31, 1902. 


“ he Reitoriowsiagent = 
es, iuskogeo, Yndian territory. 


Dear sir: 

You are herehy advised that on the 31st day of December, 
1902, the Commisrion to the Five Giviliged Tribes rendered a de- 
cision in the case of Sidney Millinder, an applicant for identi+ 
fication as a Minsiasippl Chootar, 

This application was made under the provision of the aet 
of Congress of June Ff, 1898 (30 Strta., 495), which is as follows: 


"Said Commission shall have authority to determine the 
identity of Choctaw Indians claiming rig¢)ts in the Choetayn 
lands under article fourteon of the treaty between the United 
States and the Choctaw Nation, concluded Septenber twenty- 
seventh, eightcen hundred and thirty, and to that end may 
administer oaths, examine witnesses and perform all other 
gets necessary thereto and make report to the Seeretary of 
the Interior." 


Said decision concludes as followa: 


*{t 1s therefore the opinion of ‘this Cormission that the 
avidence herein is insuffioctent to determine the identity of 
Sidney Miliinder as a Choctaw Indlan entitied to rirrts in the 
Choctaw lands under tiie ».rovisions of said article fourteen 
of the troaty of eighteon hundred and thirty, and that the 
application for her identification as such should bo refused, 
and it is so’ ordered,* 


You are furt'er advised that tie applican’. in this case 


has been allowed fift:-en days from the date herecr’ within which 








eC.Rsy BETD 
‘OPY, 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, Déesrber 31, 1902, 


‘idney Miliinder, 
Hupkoger, Indian Territory, 
Dear. Vadarme 
You are hereby advised ti.at on the 3lst day of Necernbar, 


1803, the Commission to the Pive Civilized Treiber rendered a de- 


“9 


cision in the case of Sidney Millindery an applicant for identi- 


fisation as a Nissierine 1 chootaw, 
This application was made under the provision of the act 
of Congress of June 28, 1898 (30 States, 495), whichnis as follows! 


*Saii Comission shall have authority to determine the 
identity of Ghoctaw Indiang Slaiming rights in the Chootaw 
lands under article fourtesn of the treaty betyoen the United 
States and the Choctaw Nation, concluded Septenber twonty= 
sevemth, olghteen mindred and thirty, and to that end may 
administer oaths, oxamine wintesses and perform all other 
acts necessary thereto and make report to the Secretary of 
the Interior,* 


Said decision goncluder ns follows: 


“It 18 therefore the opinion of this to Tussion that the 
et¥dence herein is toisufficolent to detemuine the identity of 
cidhey ulllindor ar a Chootaw Indian entitled to rights in the 
ccoctaw lanis under te provisions of sald articatn fourteen 

f tre treaty of elghteen hwidred and thirty, and that the 
ap. lication for her identification as such should be refunds, 
and it is so ordered," 


fou are furthor advised that you will be allowed fifteen 


days from the jate hered@ within which to file arguments in thig 








fidnoy Miliinders~-F 


’ abttony and that at the: oxpitet.ion of sald tine) the paperea in the 

gana, tower with sueh ereuments willbe forwarded to the feeire- 

tary: ‘of the Interior though the Cormmierioner of Indinh Affairs, 
Respeatfully, 


Tame Bixby. 
Aoting Chairman, 


“Reglatered., 





wa 


As Jonatyown 


‘ file preuments dh tite iret and ~ hat at She expiration of 
said’ 4ime ihe papers in:tha onne, together with moh arguments will | 
pe Petanted te the Seanetdiny of the Interior tieough the Comrtantenee : 


Respestfully, 


HME: Caone Bigor. 
Acting Chaiimman, 





Muskogee, Indian Territory, January 16, 1903. 


The Honorable 
The Seoretary of the Interior, 
Sir: é 

There is5 transmitted herewith the record in the case of 
Sidney Millinder, an applicant to the Commission for identification 
as a Mississippi Choctaw, including the deeision of the Commission 
of December 31, 1902. 

The Commission has the honor to report that the principal 
applicant herein, his agent, and the attorneys for the Choctaw and 
Chickasaw Nations eave been duly advised by letter of the action of 
the Commission, copies of said letters being attached to the rescore 


Respectfully, 


Commissioner in Charg@. 


Through the 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 


Ence MeC.R. 5679 





Land. COPY 
4678-1902 DEPARTMENT OF. THS INTERIOR, 
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFTAIRS, 
WASHINGTON , Yebruary 165, 1903. 


The Honorable 
The Secretary of the Interior. 
Sir: 
There is transmitted, herewitly, record of the Commission to the 


Five Civilized Tribes in the matter of the application for identi- 


fication as a Mississippi Choctaw of Sydney Millinder, wherein a deg 


cision adverse to the applicant was rendered by the Commission on 
December 31, 1902. 

The evidence in this case shows that the applicant bases his 
claim to identification by reason of h4s being a descendant of one ri 
John Dunn, who, he aileges was a citizen of the Chootaw Nation and re 
Sided in Alabama or Mississippi in 1850. 

The Coumission makes its deois'thd wejecting this applicant on 
the ground that the name of John Dunn Mago found in its records 
as one of those who complied or attempted to comply with the provis- 
ions of the 14th article of the Choctaw treaty of 1830. 


It appears, from an examination of the records of this office, 


that the anme of John Dunn is not included in the list of those 





=~B~ 
persons who complied or attempted: to comply With the provisions of 
the 14th article of the Choctaw treaty of 1830, and it is recon- 


mended that, the decision of thm Cmts enton rejeoting this appii- 
dant be nporerea. 
Payette ee Hie 3 Mi ae na apenas gas see) + pig 
(Sigtied) A C Tonner 
Aoting Gommissioner. 


B.BiuH. Hr. 


3 enclosures. 








D.C.7641-1903. COPY BAP 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR. 

ITD. 1808-1903. WASHINGTON , March 16, 1903. 

LRS. 


Commiss ion +o the Five Civilized Tribes, 

Muskogee, I. T. 

Gent lemen: 

January 16, 1903, yountransmitted the record in the matter of 
the application for identification of Sidney Millinder as a Mississip 
pi Chootaw, inoluding your decision of December 31, 1902, refusing 
the application. 

Tne applicant olaims rights in Choctaw lands under article 14 
of the treaty of September 27, 183C, by reason of being a descendant 
cf one John Dunn, alleged to have been a full blood Choctaw Indian 
residing in Mississippi in 1830, and of Harriet Dunn, alleged to 
have been a one-fourth blood Chootaw Indian. 


The records fail to show that the applicant was ever admitted 


or enrolled as a citizen of gear Choctaw Nation, or that either of 
\ 


her alleged ancestors complied lot attempted to comply with said 
article 14, or with either of the acts of March 3, 1837 (5 Stat. ,180) 
end August 23, 184% (b Stat. ,513). 

Reporting February 16, 1905, the Acting Commissioner of Indian 


Affairs recommends approval of your decision. A copy of his letter 





is enclosed, 


The Department has reviewed tie. entire record, and finding 
no reason tb aistust your decision, herwhy affirms the’ sane. 
Respeotfnijy, 
(Signed) Thos Ryan 
Acting Secretary. 


1 inolosure. 








SOPY, 
Muskegee, Indian gerritory, March 24, 10902, 


Mansf tei, woterrey & Cornish, 
Attotner# forthe Chectaw and. Gidghe 

feath Medlester, Indian eberitery. 
gentlemen? 

You are hereby notificd that on the 16th day of March, 
1993, the Seoretary of the Interior affirmed the decision of this 
Commission refusing the application for identification as a Missise 
sippi Choctaw of Sidney Millinder, of which decision you wore ade 
vised by mail on the 3ist day of necember, 1902. 

Respectfully, 


Tame dae 
hw » 


Chairman. 





M,C.R. 8679 


) 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, March 24, 1903. 


Sidney Millinder, 
_ Meskogee, Indian Territéry, 

Dear Madam! 

You are hereby notified that on the 16th day of March, 
4903, the Secretary of the Interior affirmed the decision of this 
gemmission refusing your application for identification as a Missies- 
gippi Choctaw, of which decision you were advised by recistered 
mail on the 31st. day of peceniber, 1902. 

Respectfully, 





MCR 6679 


=) oe 
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Muskogee, Indien verritory, March 24, 2905. 


Ae GW. Tones, Agent, 

Muskogee, Indian Territery. 
Dear Sir: 

You are hereby notified that on the 16th day of warch, 
1908, the Secretary of the Interior affirmed the decision of this 
Commission refusing the application fer identification as a Miesis-~ 
stppi Choctaw of Sidney Millinder, of which deeisien you were ad- 
vised by registered mail on the Sist dav of December, 1902, 

Respectfully, 


4 
277 aa 
aTiLS B®, bt bow’ » 


Chairman 
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For Identification as a Mississippi Choctaw. 


F NAY 
Dat A 


Vame, € LST S i Rit¢e (a4 014 bp 7, Fe 


on 
164 STS SO ~ LB / —_— 


Post-Offic V/ (Cs~9 22. 


Father Nike wre : 
Mother NG arrx u 


Claims thro ee pM ma 


Stenographer aY Re Munlha 





Choctaw MGR 5cC80 


Bice ohn son 
See Mele 5724, 9723 











DEPARTMENT OF TRE INTERIOR, 
COMMESSTON TO TE, RIVE CIVILIZED TRIBFS, 


—S—e nw 


In the matter of the application of Alice Johnson, et al., 
for identification as Mississippi Choctaws, egnsolidating the ap- 
plications of-<- 


Alice Johnson M.CsR, 5680; 
Lizzie Cole, et al,, ¥,CsR.5724; 
Lula Mills, MeC.R.5723. 


“i 3) Li st of papers. 
forwarded to the Secretary of the Interior, with the record in the 
above case, together with the page occupied by each 
in said record. 


Original application of Alice Johnson 
to the Dawes Commission for identification as 
a Nississippi Choctaw, 


Testimony of Richard Deering, 


Original application of Lizzie Cole to the 
Dawes Commission for identification as a “issis- 
sippi Choctaw, 


Certificate of birth as to Stephen R, Cole, 


Original application of Lula Mills to the 
Dawes Commission for identification as a Missis- 
sippi Choctaw, 


Decision of the Commission refusing the 
applications in the consolicrated case of Alice 
Johnson, et al., for identification as Mississippi 
Choctaws, 








Department of thé Interior, ©... 
Commission to the Rive Civilised rribes, 
Muskogee, I.T. May 27, 1902; 


In the matter of the application of Alice Johnson for identifi- 
cation as a Mississippi Choctaw, 


S. Hurd, attorney for applicant, 


Alice Johnson being sworn testified as follows; 


Examination by the Gommission: 


Q What is your name? A Alice Patterson; my father:s name was 
Patterson; its Johnson now, Alice Johngon, 

Q, what is your age? A I can't exactly tell you my age. (Prompted, 
applicant says she will be thirty mine or forty.) 

Q DO you think you are about thirty nine or forty? A Yes , ® knows 
more about it than I do, 

Q what is your post office address? A Berwyn, 

Q Indian Territory? A Yes Sir; Ghickasaw Nation, 

Q How long have you lived at Berwyn? A Well, I have been Living 
there for about two years, 

Q Where were you born? A G@lose to Wiola somewhere, 

Q Born in the Indian Territory? A Yes sir, 

Q Have you always lived in the Indian Territory? A No sir, my 
mother married a white man and went. to Texas; when I was four years 
old, 

Q How long did you live in Texas? A For about- might be the biggest 
part of my life, 

And you lived there till you were near forty? A Yes sir, 





Is your father living? A No sir, 





Oo sir, she's dead, 


Tt ng? 
What was your father's name? A Jim Patterson, 

What wes your mother's name? A Betty MoLauglin; Betty Rtterson, 
Do you claim Choctaw blood through your father or mother? A Well, 
mother said she was a Chickasaw and my father was a Ghoctaw, 

Was your father a full blood Ghoct aw? A Yes eir, 

De you dlaim to be a half Choctaw? A Yessir, 


aee SLLLLO 
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Civilized pribes or the United States Gourt in Indian Territory? 
A No sir. 
Q@ Is this the first appliegation you have ever made of any kind 
either to the Ghoctaw tribal authorities or the;jauthorities of the 
United States im the Indiam Territory? A Yes sir, 
Q .DO you mow come before the Commission for the purpose of being 
identified as a Mississippi Choctaw claiming under article fourteen 
of the treaty of 18307 A Yes sir, 

Are you married? A Yes sir. 

what is your husband's name? A Andrew J. Johnson. 

Ke is living is he? A Yes sir. 

Is he a whte man or Indian? A White man. 

Do you make any claim for him? A I donft know sir. 

well, he is a white man, isn't he? A Yes sir. 

Then you don't claim he is a Choctaw Indian? A No sir. 

Then you don't make any claim for him as a Choctaw Indian, do you? 
No sir. 


FQAODOLDDOO 


(There is no law which authorizes the Commission to hear applications 
for identification as Inter-married Vississippi Choctaws., Q Do you 
make any claim, Mr. Hurd? A No sir, they didn't marry according to 
the law and can't be ident ified. ) 


Q wave you any children under twenty one years of age and unmarried? 
A No sir, I have just got two children; one is under ace but married 
Q@ And the other is over twenty one? A She is twenty three, 

Q Well, these two will have to come in person and make application 
for themselves. A Yes sir. 

Q Do you understand article fourteen of the treaty of 1850? A No 
sir. 


The treaty of 1830 was made between the United States Governmant 
and the Choctaw Indians at a place called Dancing pabbit Creek in 
Mississippi on the 27th day of september 1830, and was made for the 
special purpose of removins as far as practicable all the Choctaw 
Indians who lived in the old Choctaw nation East of the Mississippi 
River from that old Nation to the Chootaw Nation, Indian Territory, 
Before the treaty was signed it beoame known that a good many Choctaw 
Indians would refuse to go to the Ghoctaw Nation Indian Territory and 
in order to protect. the interests of those Indians who remained back 
there in the old Choctaw Nation article fourteen was drafted and put 
into the treaty of 1830. The treaty was then signed and later on, 
on the 24th day of February, 1831, was ratified. That article four- 
teen, under which you now make your Claim, is as Zollows: “Kacn 
Choctaw head of a family being desirous to remain and become a citi- 
zen of the States shall be permitted to do so by signifying his in- 
tention to the agent withinsix months from the ratification of. this 
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5 snali- tnereupon be entitled to a reservation of 
six humdred and forty acres of land to be bounded by 


section of 
sectional lines of survey; in like manner shall be entitled to one 
half that quantity for each umaarried child which is living with 
him over ten years of age, and a quarter section to such child as 
may be under ten years of age, to adjoin the location of the parent. 
If they reside upon said lands intending to become citizens of the 


one 





States for five years after the ratification of this treaty in that 
case & grant in fee simple shall issue, said reservation shall in- 
clude the present improvement of the head of the family or a portion 
of it, Persons who claim under this article shall not lose the privi- 
lege of a Ghoctaw citizen but if they aver remove are not to be en- 
titled to any portion of the Ghoctaw annuity.* 


Q Do you know if any of yur Choctaw ancestors complied or attempted 
to comply with amy of the provisions of that article of that treaty? 
A Yes sir, 

Q@ Did they do these things back there in Mississippi, do you know? 
A I don,t know nothing except what 7 have been taught. 

Q Well, what have you been taught about any of your Choctaw ancestos 
who lived in Mississippi and complied with article fourteen of that 
treaty? What do you know; do you know anything about it yourself? 

A No sir, I dontt, 

Q What was the name of your ancestor your Choctaw ancestor who lived 
in Mississippi;- I mean by ancestor your kin folks- grandmother, or 
great gradd parents-- A No sir, y don't know that. 

Q Gan you give the name of your grandfather or grandmother who 
lived in wississippi ? A No sir I don't know, 

Q Gan't you go back any farther than your father andmother? A No 
sir. 

Q Don't you know whether your father claimed through his father or 
mother? A No sir; I don't, 

Q How old would your feather be if living now? A TI dontt know my- 
self, ; 
Q Was he an old man when he died? A TI don't know; I was very little 
Q You cannot give any testimony then about your ancestry farther -- 
A Onlywhat I have been told by my father and mother, 

Q Now what have you been told by your father, Jim Patterson about 

y ur father, Jim Patterson having Choctaw blood? A Well, that's 
what my mother told me; that he was Choctaw, 

Q Did he ever live in Mississippi? A I dontt know whether she ever 
said that or not, 

Q Where was he born? A I never asked her, she told me though that 
they lived down here at Wiola where he lived most of his life, 

Q Was he born in Indian Territory? A TI don,t know sir, 

Q And you don't know when he died? A TI don't know sir. I was 
probably about two years old when he died, 

Q Then he died about thirty eight years ago? A I don't remember, 

Q Well- A I guess I was just about two years old when he died, 

Q You don't know whether he was an old man when he died, or middle 
aged? A About a middle age man I suppose, 

Q You never heard that he lived in Mississippi or Alabama? A No sir. 
Q Never heard whether he claimed through his mother or father? A No 
sir. 





a O Ro BiG Greetear BisBses : e&Imed? NO Bir, 

Q Did you understand from what your mother told you that he was a 
full blood Choctaw? A Yes sir. 

Q° Did your mother have any Choctaw blood at all? A TI don't remember 
Q Did any of your Choctaw ancestors om or Claim any land in Miss- 
issippi or Alabama in the old Choctaw Wation under article fourteen 
of the treaty of 1630? A I oan't tell you, 
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Q Did any of your Ghootaw ancestors Own any improvements on land in 
Mississippi or Alabama in the old Ghootaw Nation in 1830? A I don't 
know, 

Q Did any of your Choctaw ancestors go from that old Choctaw Nation 
Rast of the Mississippi River to the Chootaw Nation, Indian Territory 
with the other Indians between 1854 to 1638, do you knew? A Wo sir, 
I don't, 

Q Did any of your @hoctaw ancestors within six months after the 
ratification of the treaty of 1830 go to the United States Indian 
agent, Gol,Ward, and tell him that they wanted to stay in Mississ- 
ippi take land there:and become citizens of the States? A No sir, I 
don't know, 


The Choctaw Indians who Stayed back in the old Ghoctaw Nation 
East of the Mississippi piver after the treaty of 1830 was ratified 
were required if they wanted to take advantage of article fourteen 
of that treaty to go to the United States Indian agent, Gol,Ward, 
who had an agenoy in Mississippi at that tims, and tell him that they 
wanted to stay in Mississippi, take land there and become citizens 
of the States, A great many Indians did this whose names Col,Ward, 
the United States Indian aent, neglected to put upon his list known 
as Wards! Register, and his failure to properly record the appli- 

desired to be registered 
treaty of 1830 caused many Indians who lived in the 

01d Choctaw Nation to loge their land at Public Zand gale, This causd 
SO many complaints among the Choctaw Indians Cspecially those that 
lost their land that Congress appointed a Commission in 1637 Maroh 3, 
and this Commission went tO Mississippi and heard Claimts under are 
ticle fourteen of the treaty of 1630. In 1842 another Commission was 
appointed by Gongress under act approved August 23, and this Come 
mission also went to Mississippi and heard claimants under article 
fourteen of the tre ty of 1830, 


Q Did you ever hear that any of your Choctaw ancestors went before 
either of these two Commissions and clainad any benefits as Choctaw 
Indians under that article of that treaty? A No sir, 

Q Pid any of your Choctaw ancestors regeive any scrip or certifie- 
Cates as they were called from the Government which entitled them to 
select land in Mississippi, Alabama, Arkansas or Louisiana, to take 
the plece of the land which they hac. formerly held in the Old Choctaw 
Nation and which the Government had taken from them and sold? A Wo 
gir, 

Q This serip was issued under act of Congress approved August 25, 
1842, Have you any reletives who haye been before this Comnission 

to be identified as Mississippi Choctaws, any kin folks? A No sir, 

Q Do you speak the Choctaw language? A No eir, 





Q Do you sn * lonpuace? A No sir, neither one, 





Q Have you any other evidence you want to introduee now in support 
of your claim? A A witness, 

© Do you want ar; time, Mr. Hurag (To attorney) A Yes sir ,20 
days, 


(Twenty days time is alloved this applicant on request of attore 
ney to introduce further avidence,) 
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Q Is there anvthing more you want to say about your claim? A Mo 
sir, that's all I know, 

Q Do you claim any white blood at all? A No sir, 

Q Do you think you have any white blood? A I can't tell you; I 
don't know, only just what my mother's taught me, 

Q: Do you think you have any colored blood at all-- any negro blood? 
A My father's people claimed to be Indians; I don't know, 

Q Did you ever hear that you had any? A No sir, 

(Attorney says he does not desire to ask any questions. ) 


(Applicant excused and Richard Deering called as a witness): 
Richard Deering being duly sworn testified as follows: 
Noah McGill, being sworn, interpreting: 


Q what is your name? A Richard Deering, 
Q What is your age? A Seventy, 

Q where do you live? What®s your post office addrees? A Belton, 
Indian Territory: Ghickasaw Nation, 

Q Are you @ full blood Ghoctaw or Chickasaw Indian? A Pull blood 
Chickasaw, 

Q Are you a member of the Chickasaw tribe of Indians? A Yes sir, 

Q How long have you lived in the Chickasaw Nation? A TI have been 
here mighty near all my life in @hickasaw Nation, 

Q Where were you born? A Mississippi. 

Q Where in Mississippi dic you live? A He was about two years old 
when his parents brought him here to this country from Mississippi, 
(To interpreter:) Q What language are you speaking now? A Chicka- 
saw language, 

(To witness) Q Do you know Alice Johnson, the applicant to be 
identified-? A Yes; he said he knew her and her father; her father 
always told him that was his child, 

Q yas he known her personally and if so, for how long a time? 

A Yes I have knew her a long time, 

Q Did he know her when she was a young ehild? A Yes, when she was 
about that high. 

Q How old was she,- does he know? A She is about forty years old 
he says, 

Q Did you know of her father before she was born? A Yes sir, 

Q Did you know him in Mississippi? A No, he knew him after he 
moved from Mississippi to the Chickasaw nation. 

Q How old was her father when you first knew him? A When I first 
saw him he was about fifty years old, 

Q How old would he be if living now? A Well, if he was living now, 
as near as he can remember he would be about &O or 90 years old, 

Q Did her father, Jim Patterson live in Mississippi at any time? 

A We says he was an older man than that- he was--- he said he don(t 
know personally himself but he supposed he was. 

Q Well, you don't know that her father did,live in Mississippi, do 
you? A Xo sir, 

Q nid he sve 0 n ns y 


oid 





Q Jim Patterson told you that he used to live in Mississippi and 
came from Mississippi, did he? A Yes sir, 

Q Did he tell you where he lived in Mississippi? A Yes sir. 

Q Where did he live in Mississippi? Where did he tell you? A He 
did, but I don't remember thé name in Mississippi where he did live; 
I cam't say, 

Q pid Jim Patterson talk to you about Mississippi and the counties 
and places there, so that you know he knew something about the 

places there? A We lived right there together and he was a wealthy 
man; I used to hunt cattle for him and we used to talk about Mississ- 
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ippi; but he never told me, I guess, what part he was from, 

Q@ Did he talk about Mississippi so that he made you think he knew 
about the State? A Yes sir, 

Q Do you know whether Jim Patterson claimed his choctaw blood from 
his mother or father or both? A His mother and father was both 
Choc taws, 

Q pid he know the mother and father of Jim Patterson himself? A He 
gays he was qute young then and he reekons he saw them but he don't 
hardly remember them, 

Q pid Jim Patterson tell him that his father and mother were both 
Chootaws and lived in Mississippi? A Yes sir, 

Q pid Jim Patterson tell youthat he was born in Mississippi? A yes 
sir, 

€ poes he remember the name of Jim Patterson's father or mother? 

A qe says no; he dontt remember that at all, 

Q All that he knows then is that Jim Patterson says that he came 
from Mississippi where he was born and that his father and mother 
both lived in Mississippi and were Choctaws? A Yes sir, 

Q po you know that this applicant, Alice Jonnson, was the daughter 
of Jim Patterson? A Yeg sir. 

@ And how do you know it? A He saw him when she was small and he 
lived with her and they all lived close together; he saw her living 
with her father, 

Q pid Jim Patterson say this was his daughter? A yes sir, 

Q And have you known her all this time so that you know this is 
the daughter of Jim Patterson? A Yes sir. 

Q@ po you know if Jim Patterson complied with article fourteen of 
the treaty of 1830? Did he ever say anything about that? A He don't 
remember thet, he says. 

Q what year did Jim Patterson come from Mississippi- if he camo from 
Mississippi- to the Chickasaw Nation- or the Choctaw Nation? A He 
says I am an uneducated man; I don't reme:ber the date at all, 

Q Do you know whether Jim Patt.rson came straight from Mississippi 
to the Ghoctaw or Chickasaw Nation? A He came to the Chickasaw 
Nation; he remembers that he says, 

Q Did he speak the Choctaw or Chickasaw lenguage? A He talked them 
both, 

Q pid he speak English? A Yes, food English, 

9 Which languacze did he speak best- Choctaw,Chickesaw or English? 
A He said there was no difference in the languge; he 3:.0ke them 
all corrveotly; he wes an educated man, 

Q Wealthy man? A Yes sir. 

Q@ How did he happen to be a wealthy man, being « Choctaw Indian 
who came from Mississippi? / Ye don't know; he juat hed tandxamo 
lots of cattle, 

Q Alice Johnson has said in her testimony that Jim Patterson, her 
father, was amember of the Choctaw tribe of Indians in the Indian 
Territory and held office; do you know anything about that? A Yes 
sir. 

Q wht office or offices did he hold? A He was Superintendent of 
Schools and also trustee and also a lawyer, 

Q Indian lawver? f& wes sir 





Q po vou remember the date of his je-th? A He died just a little 
before the peace of this last War. 

Q 1865? A Yes, the Civil War, 

Q You don't know anything about Jim Patterson when he lived in 
Mississippi and whether he complied with article fourteen of the 
treaty of 1830? A No I dontt know, that only what he told; he said-- 
Q What did Jim Patterson tell vou about the treaty of 1830 or having 
any land in Mississippi’ under article fourteen? A Yes, he told him 
that he lived there and had land, 





@ Where did he get the land thet he had in Mississippi, did he tell 
you thet? A He said that he was Just talking with him about Misse 
issippi and land, but he don't remember him telling how he got the 
land, 
Q pid he tell you whether he bought it or not? A No, he ddntt say, 
Q He didntt tell you whether he got it from the Government, did he? 
A Yes, he bought it from the Government=- he remembers that, 
Q Bu «a minute ago he said he couidn't tell where he got it or how 
he got it; and now you say he bought it from the Government--- 
A ‘ell, he says he don't remember it al1 but after asking the 
questions he remembers that is how he got the land, 
Q Nid he tell you thet he got that land from the Government and 
lived on it for five years and then got a deed for it from the 
Government? A we don't remember him telling him that, 
Q Ke never told you where it 28 located in Mississippi or Alabama? 
A Wo sir, he just talked to mé about Mississippi, 
Q when he came to the Chickawaw Nation from Mississippi, did he 
brine his wife and enildren- A Well, when he knew hii he came from 
Mississippi to the Chickasaw yation and married when he rot here, 
9 Did Jin Patterson live and was he born in Kississippi in 16350 or 
any tine before that? A we was born in Mississippi but he don't ree 
memer what year he was, 
9 Nid Jim Patterson ever tell him thut he was livin: with his father 
and mother in Mississippi in 18502? A Yeg Sir; he remembers trat, 
Q was Jim Patterson's father named Patterson? A Yes sir, 
Q Do you know his first nare; his Christian name? A No sir, 

nm t er 01 “abr O1 this applicant, Alice Johnson, vas named 
Patterson and lived in Mississippi in 1630 and hed a fanily then? 
/, “hates whet Tim told him, 
Q@ hid he tell him anything more about tne treaty of 1550 or article 
fourteen or about Col.william Ward, the United States Indian agent 
there? A He don't remember that, 
(To attorney for applicant): @ Any Questions, Judge? A No sir; I 
have nothing further, your honor, 


Q "hen the zrandfa 181 


(Witness excused, anc applicant recalled.) 


This applicent has the appearence and physical cheracteristics 
of being doscended from Indian perents; she clains one helf Choctzy 
throw: her father who she Claims was a full blooc Choctew Indian, 
The other bleod she claims thro: her wother, which she claims wag 
Chickasaw,~- she does not knov th-t she was full blood or mt. she 
does not know whether she has any white blood#-~-except th.t her eyes 
are not dark brown like full bivood Choctars an: Chickasaws, in 
other respected she seems to be very neur full blood Indianja part 
of which blood is Choctaw and the other part Chickasaw. Her eyes 
are of e blueish brown: she has no knowledge of the Ghoctay or 
Chickasaw lencuere, er father died when she was about two years old 
and her mother removed to the State of Texas where she married a 
White man, and this may @xplain why she has n Bet of th 

oot “80. she has no knowledge of the compliance on the part 
of an’ of her ancestors With any of the provisions of article four- 
teen of the treaty of 1830; in fact she 4g uneble to go buck in the 
history of her ancestors any farthor than her father and mother, The 
Only knowledge of the parentage of this applioant at ‘this time ig 
the information of the witness which she ealle i n her behalf who 
testifies about what her father, Jir Patterson, told him as to his 
having lived in Mississippi, and ip regard to other matters relating 





to his Ghootaw ancestry and Iinenge. 


Henry G, Hadne- deine sworn om his ath states that aa gryennerapber 
to the Genitipeton te the Five Civilized trinés he reported in full 
the proceediiigs hed in the above extitied Cause on yay 27, 1902, and 
that the abeve md foregoing is a full, trve.and correct transeript 
of his stemographic notes in said cause on said date, 


Subscribed.and swérn to before me this welt day of June~, 1902, 


Notary Public, 








DEPARTVENT OF THE INTFRIOR, 
COMMISSION TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES, 


o-Q-= 


In the matter of the application of Alice Johnson, et al., for 
identification as Mississippi Choctaws, consolidating the applica-~- 
tions of-- 

oC.R, 5680; 
¥,C.R,5724, 
eC.R,5723, 


Ydzzie Cole, et al., f 
Tula Mills, M 


Alice Johnson, M 


--- DECISION == 


It appears from the record herein that applications for identi- 
fication as Mississippi Choctawa were made te this Commission by 
Alice Johnson, for herself; by Lizzie Cole for herself and by Lula 
Wills, for herself, under the following provision of the act of 


Congress approved June 28, 1898, (3@ Btats., 495): 





"Said Commission shall have authority to determine the 
identity of Choctaw Indians claiming rights in the Choctaw 
lands under article fourteen of the treaty between the United 
States and the Choetew Nation, coneluded Beptember twenty~ 
seventh, eighteen hundred and thirty, and te that end may ad- 
minister oathe, examine witnesses and perform-all. other acts 
necessary thereto and make report to the Searetary-of the 
Interior.? 
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It further appears from the record herein that since the date 
of the above application there was born to the applicant, Lissie 
Cole, a ehild named Stephen R. Cole. 

It also appears that all of said applicants claim rights in 
the Choctaw lands under article fourteen of the treaty between the 
United States and the Choctaw Nation, soncluded September twenty- 
seventh, eighteen hundred and thirty, by reason of being descendants 
of Jim Patterson, who is alleged to have been a full blood Choctaw 
Indian and to have resided in Mississippi in eighteen hundred and 
thirty. 

It further appears from the testimony submitted in support of 
said applications and from the records in the possession of the 
Commission that none of said applicants has ever been enrolled by 
the Choctaw tribal authorities as a member of the Choctaw tribe, or 
‘admitted to Choctaw oltizenship by a duly omstituted court or 
committee of the Choctaw Nation, or by the Commission to the Five 
Civilized Tribes, or by a decree of the United States Court in 
Indian Territory, under the provisions of the act of Congress ap- 
proved June 10, 1896 (29 Stats., 321). 

The name of one Janes Patterson (alias Kanaintubbee or Hoyop- 
onubbee) 4s found on page 255 of Volume I Claimants Brief and 
Evidence in the ease of Choctaw Nation vs. United States, before 


the Court of Claims, No. 12742, in a list ef Captain Turnbull's 





Company, entitled “Claims rejected", as a child of Moontubbee, over 


ten years of age. The name of James Patterson (alias Canautubbdce 


or Hoyoponubbee) appears om page 641 of said Volume as a child over 
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ten years of age ef one Moontubbee, whose claim was rejeoted by 
Commissioners Murray and Vroom, on September 30, 1854. The sake 
James Patterson alao appears on page 908 of Volume II of the reooré 
above cited in a statement made by one Moontubbee, wherein he olaims 
to have had one child residing with him at the time of the treaty 
whose name was James Patterson. There is nothing in the testimony 
submitted by the applicants herein which would tend to show that 
the Jim Patterson through whom they claim is identical with the 
James Patterson (alias Kanaintubbee or Canautubbee or Hoyoponubtee) 
referred to in the record above cited. 

It does not appear from the testimony and evidence offered in 
support of said applications or from the records in the possession 
of the Commission relating to persons whe complied or attempted to 
comply with the provisions of said article fourteen of the treaty 


of eighteen hundred and thirty, and to persons who heretofore were 


claimants thereunder, that the said Jim Patterson, through whom 
these applicants claim, signified (in person or by wrexy) to Col- 
onel Wu. Ward, Indian Agent, Choctaw Agency, an intention to conm- 
ply with the previsions of said article fourteen or presented a 
claim to rights thereunder to either of the Commissions authorised 
to adjudicate such claims by the acts of Congress approved Maroh 
3, 1837 (5S Stats., 180) and August 23, 1842 (5 Stats., 513). 

It is therefore the opinion of this Commission that the evidence 
herein is insufficient to determine the identity of Alice Johnson, 





Lissie Cole, Stephen R. Dole and Lula Mills, as Choetaw Indians @n- 
titled to rights in the Choeotaw lands under the previsions of article 
fourteen of the treaty of eighteen hundred and thirty, and that the 





applications fer their iaentifioation as euth should ye retied, 


and it fe ao ordered, 


* 


COMMESSEOW 90 THE PIVE exventand TRIBES, 





(SIGNED) 
sh 


(SIGNED), 


a. D. Needles, 





Commi ssioner, 


O.F. Breckir- ridge. 





“Comm esloner. 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, 


JAN 17 1903 











M4 0,8, 6686, 


COPY 


Muskogee, Indian Territamy, Jamary LTy 19084 


Alice Jomeon, 

Berwyn, Indian Territory, 

Dear Madam: 

You are hereby advisetl that on tne 17th day of January, 
1903,:the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes rendered a de- 
ciston in the consolidated case of Alice Johnson, et al,, embrace 
ing the following apnidecations for identification aa Misrissipri 
Chootaws: 

Alice Jolinsgon MeCeRe 5680 

Lizzie Cole, et al, MsO.R, 5724 

Lula Mille M.G,R, 8723 

These applications were made under ¢)ié rrevision of the 
aot of Congress of June 28, 1898 (30 State., 4°98), which ie as 
follows: 

"Said Comission shall have authority to determine the 
identity of Gheetaw Indians Claiming rights in the Ghectaw lands 
under artiole fourteen of the treaty between the mited States 
and the Choetaw Nation, ooneluded September twenty~seventh, 
eighteen hundred and thirty, and to that end May administer 
oaths, examine witnesses and perform all other acts necessary 
thereto and make report to the Seoretary of the Interior, * 

8aid decision conoludes as follows: 


"It is therefore the foray of this Commission that the 
evidence \erein is insufficient to determine the identity or 
Alice Johnson, Ligzie cole, Stephen R, Cole and Lula Mille, 

as Choctaw Indians entitled to rights in the Chootdw- lar « 

BAS , . 7m of artisle fourtesn of the treaty of eignt- 
een hundred and thirty, and that the aprlicationa for theiy 
identification as gueh should be refused, and it is ao ordered,* 








Alfée Jéhmecn,-~3 


You are. further adviedt that you will be allowed firtesn 
days from the date hetpof withhi whieh to. rile arguvente in this 
off1oe, and that at the expiration of said time the papers in the 
cage, together with euch arguments will ba féerwarded $0 the seere 
tary of the Interior through the commissioner PF Tndian Afrairs, 

Respeot fully, 


(SIGNED), 


Uy 8, 1 / 
& YQ Sf 


[Lary | ay diy 
wi Serres, 


Gommiggioner in Charge, 


Registéred, 








He ORs 8680, 


Muskogesa, Indian Torritory, January 1%, 1905, 


Attorney at law, 
Muskogee, Indian Territory, 
Deay Sir: 
You are hereby adviend that en the 17th day of Jamary, 
1993, tne Commission to the Pive Givilizged Prinpes rendered a are 
cision in the consolidated cane of Alice Johnson, ot Rl,» ombrac— 
ing the following appidcations for identification ae Miasissipri 
Choctawns 
Allee Johnson MeG.Re 5680 
Lizzie Colé, et nl, M,C,Rs 5724 
hula Miile M.O0eR, 56928 
These applications were made under the provision of the 
net of Congress of June 28, 1898 (50 Statees495), whieh is an 
follows: 

"Said Gonmis:ion shall have authority te determine the 
identity of Chootw Indians olaiming rights in the Choetaw 
lands under article fourtean of the treaty Nabween the Imitea 
States and the Choctaw Fation, coneluded Beptomber twenty~ 
seventh, eighteen hundred and thirty, and to that end may 
administer oaths, examine witnesses and perform all other | 
acts negessary thereto and make report to the Seoretary of 
the Interior,* 


Said decision corclutes as foliows} 


&It is therefore the opinion of this Commission that tho 
aevidéngs herain : neti rn A ' . 





Alice Johnson, Ligsie Oole, Stephen Re. Cole and lala Millie, 





ae Oheetaw Indians entitled to rights in the Choctaw lames 
unter the vrovisione of article fourtecn of the treaty of 
aightecn muvired and thirty , and that the appitostions far 
theif identification as such should be refusddy and it is 
80 Oiderod, * 


You are further advined that the apvitoants in this case 
have been allowed fifteen days from the date hereof wit in which to 
file argucente in this office, and thet at the expiration of said 


time the papers in the case, together with such arguments will be 


forvarded to the Secretaly of the Interior through the Cemutssioner 
of Indian Affairs, 
Respeoe' fully, 


"A}QNED)! 


~ 7 
/ = =e) 7 sa 
oh 


Commissioner in Charge, 


Registercd, 








' MeO, Re: BOBO 
COPY. . ; 


Muskogee, Indian ferritory, January i7, 1803, 


i 


Mansfield, MoMuryay & Cornish, 
Attorneys for the Cheetew and ¢hiekaseaw Nations, 
South MeAlogter, Indian Territory, 
Gent lemen: 
You are hereby :dvised that on the 17th day of Jamiery, 
1903, tne Gommiscion to the Five Oivilisea Tribes rendered a dex~ 
oision in the consolidated case of Alice dohngon, et al., embrac~ 
ing the following applications for identifioation as Mississinnd 
Chootaws: 
Alise Johnson H.6,R, 5680 
Ziagie Cole, et 21. M.G.R. 5724 
Lula Mille MyO,R. 57238 
These applications were made under the provision of the 
act of Congress of June 28, 1898 (30 Statase, 405), 

Said decision concludes as follows: 

“It is therefore the opinion of this Commission that the 
evidence erein is insufficient to determine the identity of 
Alice Johnson, Ligzie sole, Stephen R. dole and lule Millis, as 
Ghoetaw Indians entitled to rights in the chéeotaw lands under 
the provisions of article fourtesn of the treaty of .elghteen 
mundped and thirty, and tat tre applications for their idem 
tifieation os suth should be refused, and it is so ordered," 

You ave further advised that the applicants in this case 


have been allowed fifteen dys from the date hereof within which to 





iy Wome. & Oy onb 


time the papers an th6 onee. together with such argtiments willte 
forwarded t¢é-the searetary of the Interior through the Comdsaioner 


of -Iniien Afreire. 


Respeotfullys 


, - a4. 
FF B. BD 664256 


Commissiofer in cherge, 








COPY: 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, Ferruary 2, 1903. 


The Honorable, 

The Secretary of the Interior, 

Sir: 

There is transmitted. herewith the record in the consolidated case 
of Alioe Johnson, et al,., applicants to the Commission for identification : 
as Mississippi Chootaws, including the decision of the Comission of . 
Jarmary 17, 1903. 

The above consolidated case embraces the following original ap- 
plications for identification as Mississippi Choctawa beard by the 
Commission. 

Alice Johnson, M.C,R. 6680, 

Lissie Cole, et al., MsC.R. 5724, 

Luia Millis, M.C.R. 5723. 
The Commission has the honor to report that the principal appli- 
cants in the several separate applications, their attorney of record 
and the attorneys for the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations have been 
duly advised by letter of the action of the Commission, copies of said 
letters being attached to the record. 

Reapeotfully, 


Through the 
Commi seioner of Indian Affairs. 


Eno. M.0.R. 5680. 


+ 


Tame Btxb 
ame Btrbu. 





Acting Chairman. 





M.C.”. 5680. 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, Fehbmary 4, 1993, 


P.f. Hamilton, 

Attorney at Law, 

Tishomingo, Indian Territory. 

Dear Sir: 

Recsipt is hereby acknowledged of your letter of the 
26th ultimo, relative to the decision of the Commission refusing 
the application of Alice Jonnson for identification as a Missisaetpnt 
Choctaw. You state that the father and mother of this apnlicant 
are aitizens of the Chickasaw Nation "and died in said nation near 
Wapanucka Creek." You further state that this person should he 
entitled to enrollment as 2 delinquent Chickasaw, instead of a 
Vississinpi Choctaw. 

Replying to your letter, you are informed that it annears 
from the records of the Commission that on May 27, 1902, Alice 
Johnson submitted to this Commission her application to be identt- 


fiei ag a Mississippi Choctaw, 


The Commission on January 17, 1903, rendered its decision 


refmsaing her applisation, and on the same date she was notified by 








PT:8. 2 


registered mail of the action of the Commission, and that she 
was granted fifteen days from the date of said decision within 
whish to file arguments in support of her claim to be forwarded 
to the Secretary of the Interior, 

The fifteen days heretofore granted in this case expired 
February 1, 1903, and on February 2, 1903, the record in the ease, 
together with the decision of tha Commission, was forwarded to the 
Secretary of the Interior. She will be duly notified of such 
action as may ba taken by hin, 

Relative to any rights whieh Alice Joimson may have ag a 
delinquent Coickasaw, you are adviged that under the provisions 


of the act of Congress anvroved July 1, 1902, which was ratified 


by the citizens of the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations September 26, 


1902, tne rolls of sitigensniv of tne Chickasaw Nation closed as of 
September 25, 1902, and on December 34, 1902, the ninety days 
specittied therein within which the Commission coul:i reesive and 
consider applications for enrollment in said nation expired; and 
since that date the Gommission is without authority to reasive 

or consider any application for enrollment in the Chickasaw Nation. 


Respectfully, 


Aoting Chairman, 








cOoOPY 


Land 
8472<1903. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 


Office of Indian Affairs, 
Washington, 


February 21, 1903. 


The Honorable 

The Secretary of the Interior. 

Sir: 

I have the honor to transmit herewith record of the 
Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes in the matter 
of the application for identification as Mississippi Choo- 
taws of Alice Johnson, Lizzie Cole, and Lula Mills, where- 
in a decision adverse to the applicants was rendered 
by the Commission on Jamuaary 17, 1903. 

The Office has examined the evidence in this case 
and finds that the applicants are unable to give the name 
of the Choctaw ancestor who lived in 1830, or to state 
that that ancestor was a recognized citizen of the choc- 
taw Nation and resided in Alabama or Mississippi in 1830, 
or had an improvement and received benefits under the 14th 


article of the Choctaw treaty of 1830. The name of Jim 


Patterson,as that of the ancestor through whom identi- 


fication is claimed, is given in the evidence. 





The decision of the Commission rejecting these 





applicants is base@ on the ground that its records do not 
show that Jim Patterson, through whom these applicants 
claim, ever complied or attempted to comply with the pro- 


visions of the 14th article of the Choctaw treaty of 1830, 


It appears from an examination of the records of CHS Bo. ou" 


office that there was no Patterson who fecedved land or 
scrip under the Choctaw treaty of 2830, but there was & 
James Patterson who was transported to the Indian Ter- 
ritory in the first Choctaw emigration; it is, therefore, 
recommended that the decision of the Commission rejecting 
these applicants be approved. 
Very respectfully, 
A. C. Tonner 
Acting Commissioner. 
E.B.H. Htr,. 


3 enclosures. 








(COPY) 
D.C.No. 6998-1903. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
I.T.D.2252-1903. WASHINGTON, 
LRS8 
March 10, 
The Commission 
to the Five Civilized Tribes, 

Muskogee, Indian Territory. 
Gentlemen: 

February 2, 1903, you transmitted the record in the 
consolidated case of Alice Johnson (M.C.R.5680), Lizzie Cole, 
Stephen R. Cole and Lula Mills, applicants before you for iden- 
tification as Mississippi Choctaws, including your decision of 
January 17, 1903, denying their applications. 

It seems that the principal applicant, through whom 
the others claim, is a half blood Choctaw. She is also possess- 
ed of some degree of Chickasaw blood. Her father, Jim Patterson, 
was a full blood Choctaw and was born prior to the treaty of 
September 27, 1830, probably as early as 1820. It is claimed 


that his father's name was also Patterson, and that he was the 


head of a family in Mississippi in 1830, of which the said Jim 


Was a member at that time. 
The applicants were unable, at the time of their hear- 


ing, to produce any further testimony relative to their ancestors. 





in said decision you state: 


It does not appear from the testimony and evidence of- 
fered in support of gaid applioahtens or from the records in the 
possession of the Conmission relating to the persons who complied 





or attempted to comply with the provigions of said article four- 
teen of the treaty of eighteen hundred and thirty, and to persons 
who heretofore were claimants thereunder, that the said Jim Pat- 
terson, through whom these applicants claim, signified (in per- 
80n Or by Proxy) to Colonel Wm. Ward, Indian Agent, Choctaw 
Agency, an intention to comply with tne provisions of said article 
fourteen or presented a claim to rights thereunder to either of 
the Commissions authorized to adjudicate such claims by the acts 
of Congress approved March 3, 1837 (5 Stats., 180) and August 
23, 1842 (5 Stats., 513). i 

It is therefore the opinion of this Commission that the 
evidence herein is insufficient to determine the identity of Alice 
Johnson, Lizzie Cole, Stephen R. Cole and Lula Mills, as Choctaw 
Indians entitled to rights in the Choctaw lands under the provis- 
ions of article fourteen of the treaty of eighteen hundred and 
thirty, and that the applications for their identification as 
such should be -efused, and it is so ordered. 


Reporting in the matter Fe>ruary 21, 1903, the Acting 


Commissioner of Indian Affairs stated: 

It appears from an examination of the records of this 
office that there was no Patterson who received land or scrip 
under the Choctaw treaty of 1830, but there was a James Patter- 
son who was transported to the Indian Territory in the first 
Choctaw emigration; it is, therefore, recomended that the de- 
cision of the Commission rejecting these applicants be approved. 

Inasmuch as the records of the Government in your pos- 
session as well as those in the Indian @ffice contain no further 
information touching this case than that quoted above, it is con- 
Sidered that the applicants have failed to establish their claims. 

The Department concurs in the recommendation of the 
Indian Office and vour decision is hereby affirmed. 

A copy of the Acting Commissioner's report is inclosed. 


Respectfully, 
(Signed) 





F. L. Campbell 
1 inclogsure. Acting Secretary. 





M. 0. R. 5680 
ex PY 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, Maroh 21, 1903. 


8. Heard, 
Attorney-at-Law, 
Bufaula, Indian Territory. 
Dear Sir: 
You are hereby notified that on the 10th day of March, 1903, 
the Seoretary of the Interior effirmed the decision of this Commis- 
sion, refusing the applications for identification as Mississippi 


Choctaws, of the several perscns included in the consolidated czse 


of Alice Johnson, et al., of which decision you were advised by 
4 


registered mail on the 17th day of January, 1903. 


Respectfully, 


pH ~= 


7 ’ a 
| a hy oe ee 4 a (ma 4 
Lar bee LIE. 


Chairman. 








M. CO. R 6680 


COPY. 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, March 21, 1903. 


Alice Johnson, 
Berwyn, Indian Territory. 

Dear Madam: 

You are hereby notified that on the 10th day of March, 
1903, the Secretary of the Interior affirmed the decision of this 
Commission, refusing the applications for ddentification as Missis- 
sippi Choctaws, of the several perzons included in the consolidated 
case of Alice Johnson, et al., of which decision you were advised 
by registered mail on the 17th day of January, 1903. 


Respectfully, 


AOS te 
Lame Bixby. 
Chairman. 








M. OC. Rs 8680 


COPY 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, March 21, 1903. 


Mansfield, McMurray & Cornish, 
Attorneys for the Choctaw and Ghickasaw Nations, 
South McAlester, Indian Territory, 
Gent lemen: 

You are hereby notified that on the 10th dav of Maroh, 1963 
the Secretary of the Interior affirmed the decision of this Commis- 
sion, refusing the applications for identification as Mississippi 
Ghoctaws, of the several persons included in the consolidated case 
of Alice Johngon, et al., of which decision you were advised by 
mati on the 17th day of January, 1903. 

Respectfully, 


Tans B txcby. 
Chairman. 








Muskogee, Indian Territory, July 7, 1906. 


The Honorable, 
The Secretary of the Interior, 
Bir: 

In the matter of the consolidat ed Mississippi Choctaw cage 
of Alice Johnson, et al., the record therein, together with the 
adverse decision of the Commicsion to the Five Civilized. Tribcsof 
January 17, 1903, was, on VPebruary 2, 1903, forwarded the Depart- 


ment. 


March 10, 1903 (I T D 2232-1903), the Department affirmed 


the decision of said Commission rendered January 17, 1903, 

June 25, 1906, this office received from Robt. E. Lee, 
attomey at law, Ardmore, Indian Terri tory, a petition praying for 
a rehearing in the above case in order that further evidence might 
be introduced, 

In transmitting this petition the attention of the Depart- 
ment is respectfully invited to the fact that the sane does not 
show proof of service upon the attorneys for the nations; also that 
all signatures on said petition were apparently placcd thereon by 
one person, 


Respectfully, 





Through the Commissioner Commissioner, 
of Indian Affairs. 


7/4 





MC R 6680 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, July 7, 1906. 


Robt. E. Lee, 
Attorney at Law, 
Ardmore, Indian Territory. 


Dear Sir: 


Receipt is hereby acknowledged of your letter of June 23, 


1906, transmitting petition for rehearing in the consolidated 


Mississippi Choctaw case of Alice Johnson, et al. Said petition 
has this day been forwarded to the Seoretary of the Interior. 
Respectfully, 


Commissioner. 








Muskogee, Indian Territory, October 29, 1906. 


Robt. E. Lee, 
Attorney at Law, 
Ardmore, Indian Territory. 
Dear Sir: 

Receipt is hereby acknowledged of your letter of 
the 24th instant, in which you request thet this office correct 
its letter of October 22nd, relative to the setting aside of © 
land for Alice Johnson, Lula Mills and Lizzie Cole, by including 
the name of Stephen R. Cole. You state his name will be found 
on an application sworn to on June 12, 1906, and which was filed 
in this office. 

It is presumed that the Stephen R. Cole, referred to by 
you, is the minor child of Lizzie Cole, and you are informed 
that the records of this office do not show that any application 


has ever been made for the enrollment of this child. 


It i4e thought thst the "application," referred to by you, 


was the petition for rehearing in the consolidated Mississippi 
Choctaw case of Alice Johnson et al., which petition was filed 
in this office June 26, 1906, and forwarded to the Seoretary 
of the Interior July 7, 1906, praying for rehearing in the case 
in question. This Office is unable to state whether or not 


the neme of Stephen R. Cole appeared in eaid petition as the same 








was not filed dn duplicate and the original being mow in the 
hands of the Department. 


Inasmuch ag the records of this office do mot show that 
Stephen R. Cole fe a Mississippi Choct aw applicant, no action 
can be taken at the present time relative to the designation 


of @ prsopective allotment for him. 


Respectfully, 


Commissioner. 








MCR~ 5680 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, October 22, 1906. 


Rovt. E. Lee, 
Attorney at Law, 


Ardmore, Indian Ter:itory. 


Replying to your letter of the 16th instant, you are 
advised that the Chickasaw Lend Office has this day been ine 
structed to permit Alice Johnson, Lula Mills and Lizzie Cole, 
applicants in the consolidated Mississippi Choctaw case of 
Alice,Johnson et al. MCR-5680, to designate their prospective 
allotments inasmuch as it appears that there is now pending 
befcre the Department a motion fcr review of this case. 

It does not appear that Stephen R. Cole is an applicant 
for identification as a Mississippi Choctaw and no action will 
be taken at this time relative to him. 


Respectfully, 


Commissioner. 








Muskogee, Indian Territory, October 22, 1906. 


Chief Clerk, 
Chickasaw Lend Office, 


Ardmore, Indian Territory. 


You are hereby instructed to permit Alice Johnson, 


Lula Mills and Liszie Cole, applicants in the consolidated 


Mississippi Choctaw oase of Alice Johnson et al. MCR-5680, to 


designate in person or by petition the lands upon which they are 
the ectual owners of improvements and which they anticipate 


selecting in allotment in the event they are finally identified 


as Mississippi Choctaws. 


Respectfully, 


Commissioner. 








(copy) 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, LIB 
WASHINGTON , yi 
I. 7, D, 283R-1908 Jamuary 24, 1907. 
23202~1906. : 
Da C.5758,. 


Commissioner to the Five civilised Tribes, 
Muskogee, Indian Territory, 
Sirs 
July 7, 1906, you transmitted a motion for reopening and 
rehearing in the consolidated Mississippi Choctaw case of Alice 
Johnsen, nee Patterson, et al,, wherein the Department on March 


10, 19635 (I, T. D, 2282), refused to identify applicants as 


such, 

Applicant Alice Johnson, nee Patterson, was born in 1862, 
near Viola, Chickasaw Nation, Ind,T., and went after the death 
of her father, James pattersen, with her mother, who had mare 
ried a white man and removed to the state of Texas about 1866, 
where applicant remained until 1902. Applicant admits that 
neither her name nor the name of her father, James or Jim 
Patterson, are upon the Choctaw tribal rolls, as testified at 
her original hearing, Applicant admits that she can not trace 
her descent further back than her father and mother, but an 
aged witness testified that her father, James Patterson, stated 
to him that he eame from Mississippi; place and date not given, 





The records of the Indien Offtceamt this Department xa 





show (see volume 1, Chectaw Nation vs, United States, page 64), 





and volume 2, same case, pages 908-910), that one Moon-tubbee, 
a fullebdlood Choctaw, resident of the State of Mississippi in 
1830 and a claimant beforé the Comission of 1838, had a sen 
named James pattersen by his wife Ogléea-hoka, who was 15 years 
eld at the date of the treaty, but there is nothing in the tes- 
timony taken which establishes the identity of the parent of 
applicant as the same James patterson who was the son of Moone 
tubbee, The records also show that the application of Moon- 
tubbee (see Choctaw vation vs. United States, volume 1, page 
641), was rejeated September 30, '54, 

The applicant being unable to trace her descent from a 
Mississippi Choctaw who was in anjwise a beneficiary under 
article 14 of the treaty of 1850, and failing to show that 
either she or her father were ever enrolled upon the Choctaw 
tribal rolls of the Indian Territory os a citizen thereof, said 


motion for a rehearing and reopening is hereby denied 


You will advise applicant and her attorney of this action, 


The papers in the case have been sent to the Indian Office 
for its files, 
Respectfully, 


Thos, Ryan, 


Through the Commissioner First Assistant Secretary, 
_ of Indian Affairs, 


5 inc, to Ind, Of. 
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REFER IM REPLY TO THE FOLLOWING! 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
COMMISSIONER TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES. 








Muskogee, Indian Territory, February 7, 1907, 


Alice Johnson, 


Berwyn, Indian Territory, 


Dear Madam:- 


There is enclosed herewith copy of Departmental 
letter of January 24, 1907, denying a motion, filed June 25, 
1906, by Robt. E. Lee, attorney at law, Ardmore, Indian Tere 
ritory,/for a reopening and rehearing in the consolidated Mise 


Sissippi Choctaw case of Alice Johnson, nee Patterson, et al, 


Respectfully, 


Commissioner, 








Muskogee, Indian Territory, February 7, 1907, 


Mansfield, McMurray and Cornish, 
Attorneys for the Ghoctaw and Chickasaw Nations, 
South McAlester, Indian Territory, 


Gent lemen:~ 


There is enclosed herewith copy of Departmental 
letter of January 24, 1907 (I 7D 2252-1903 ,23202-1906), deny- 


ing @ motion, filed June 25, 1906, by Robt. RB. Lee, attorney 
at law, Ardmore, Indian Territory, for a reopening and reheare 
ing in the consolidated Mississippi Choctaw case of Alice 


Johnson, nee Patterson, et al. 


Respectfully, 


Commissioner, 








Muskogee, Indian Territory, February 7, 1907, 


Robt. E. Lée, 
Attorney at Law, 
Ardmore, Indjan Territery. 


Dear Sirie 


There is enclosed herewith copy of Departmental 
letter of January 24, 1907 (ITD 2232-1903 , 25202-1906), deny~ 
ing the motion filed by you, June 25, 1906, for a reopening 
and rehearing in the consolidated Mississippi Choctaw case of 


Alice Johnson, nee Patterson, et al. 


Respectfully, 


Commissioner. 








MCR-5680, 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, February 7, 1907. 


Chief Clerk, 
Chickasaw Land Office, 


Ardmore, Indian Territory. 


Dear Sirse 


You are hereby notified that on January 24, 1907, 
the Secretary of the Interior denied a motion, filed June 25, 
1906, by Robt. EB. Lee, attorney at law, Ardmore, Indian Ter« 
ritory, for a reopening and rehearing in the consolidated Mise 
sissippi Choctaw case of Alice Johnson, nee Patterson, et al. 


This case includes the following named persons: 


Alice Johnson, 
Liszie Cole 
Stephen R. bole, 
Tula Mills. 


Respectfully, 


Commissioner, 
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For Identification as a Mississippi Choctaw. 


Duti MAY 27 1902 


Name COLL fiche 


Age® LOOT pigoy 


fa a™ 
Post opie, ‘ of be 
or}, al 


Father Pow 


Mother Ke} > of 


Claims thru gh OR — 
rae) obmron L,0) 


To this fo fuctbn~~Z 








May 27,1902, 


u.c.R. 5680, Alice Johnson 


Testimony of Richard 


Deering. 


Stenographer H.G.Hains. 
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oer Cc Hates 


See MGR 5683 





> | 
3 | 
6) 
S 
von 








DEPARTXENT OF THE LETERIOR, 
COMMISSION TO THE FIVE GIVILIZED TRIBES, 


In the mattor of tho application of Robert H, Mitohell, et 
.8l., for identification as iississippi Choctaws, consolidating the 
anplisations ofe-- 


Robert H. Mitchell, ot al., M.0.R.5683 
Sarah 0, Griffith, ot al., %.0.R.5957 
Albert M, Mitehell, et o1., N.0.R,. 5664 
Josse Mitchell, ot al., M.C.R, 6682 
Arkie Mitchell, M.O.R.6792 
Sarah 0, Harris, et al., M.C.R.6682 
Mary 0. Pool, ect al., N.C, R, 6687 
Robert F, Linseott, et al., M.C,R, 6689 
Nancy 1.Fitzgorald, et al., M.0.R, 5688 
John M, Mitchell, et al., N.C.R,5690 
William 0, Nitehell,et al., N.O.R.5588 
Sam Mitchell, ot al., N.C.R.6691 
Charles D, Mitehell, ot el, ,M.0.R. 5686 
Jennie Mitehsll, N.O.R, 5741 
Elvira Parker, M,O.R, 5686 
William P, Mitchell, N.0.R.5790 
Cora A. Nitehell, N.C.R. 59791 
Joab A, Mitchell, et al., M.O0.R,. 6692 
Rebecca J. Harrison,ect al., M.0.R.6130 
Jonnio A. Harrison,et al., M.0,R,6131 
Sarah E, Brower, ct al., M.C.R.5619 
John H. Witehell, et al., MeC.R. 5854 
Elvira G, Lamb, et al., M.C.R, 5665 


List of papers 
forwarded to the Secretary of the Interior, with the reoord in the 
above case, together with the page occupied by 
Sach bh BALA reseed | 





} 





Original application of Robert H.Mitehell, 
et al., bofore the Dawes Commission for identifioa- 
tion ag Missiseippi Chootaws,.... 
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Original application of Sarah G, Griffith, et 


al., before ‘the Dawes Commission for ident ifiedtion 
as yississippl Chootawas oi. ices ei serncdseetecie, 


Original application of albert M. Mitchell, 
et al., before the Dawés Commission for identification 
18 Missiseippt Choetaws..........cceccnceeuccn 


Marriage License of Albert M. Mitchell and 
Mattie Ge POLLAN Ge vie xindin. 6 bg eV eee pees Nek so > bn 6v Co eed 


Original application of Jesse Mitohell 

et al,, before the Dawes Commission for identification 

ag Mississippi CHOSE MME isis eceesbvvanseccncctureeecsvevag 
Original application of Gus Mitehell, 

before the Dawes Cormission for identification as a 

Mississippi MOOR ies cane CoeLabsevescesneeeneneeiwvcices 
Original arplication of Arkie MItGHBIT Le icsccrervas 


Application of Sarah c, Harris, et al., for 
enrollment as citizens of the chootaw RAS iit von sobs sea Ricd 


Petition of Sarah Cc. BOP PIGS 6056 io ceeld oS FOR Co cack 
Affidavit of Sarah Cc, RORY LBs 2668 5 eons ietdia pe hidie 6 aha 


Certified copy of the judgment in the case of 
W. C. Hitohell, et al., vs. Choctaw Mationeesncccvencs 


Affidavit of W. CG. NUS GHOT 2 i ieee ckeicekc deans 


Letter of Sarah CG. Harris addressed to the 
COMMIMSL OMe s cs acac'ssescnarrcsepermhe rae reieeesdheds oes 


Letter of the Ca-mission addressed to Sarah 
C. Harrisp..scseove. wae tee 


Registry return receipt addressed to Sarah 
C. HOPULB 1's 605 bo 44 Cis ¥00b 00h rai Ck. 


Affidavit of D. C. Blossom anda Jon. H. 
Linebaugh. .eseserscan: OM eo AW ee ee ot eae ee 





Affidavit of M. A. Harris and Mary 0. Pool.......,. 


Original application of Sarah c. Harris, et al., 
before the Dawes Commission for identification as 
Mississippi Chootaws............. EMILE Re Teh ICICI ier 





o> Se 
Taatinony of George GORMOTEC nc eacccnagnccneceeececs 


Appligation of Mary 0, Pod. 
for onre] ent as citisen of tha Choctaw Nation,... 


Dooision of the Commiseion dated: August 3, 


LSQO pb 0:4 0:90 FA ORG et a En'en seek Teke Cet eo OC ed His ha ae cdc 


Copy of a letter of the Commission addressed 
to Mra. Mary 0,.Pook..i..... 


Roristry roturn receipt addressed to 
Mrs, Mary’'O0, PoOl,...ccewbinds 


Lotter of Ma 
Commission, ........ 


Affidavit W. CO. Mitcholl,., 
Affidavit Mary 0. Pool,, 
Affidavit Sarah’ C.;Harris,...... 


Certified copy of the judgment in tho onase 
of W. ©. Mitchell, et al.,arainst Choctaw Wation,... 


Copy of ea lottor of the Commission ad- 
dressed to Mary 0, Pool,...ccseeees 


Registry return recoipt addrassed to 
Mary 0. Pool@,......... 


Letter*of the Commission addressed to 
Mary O. POOT see c..es.. 


Original application of Mary, 0, Pool, 
et al., before the Davres.dommission for identi- 
fication as Mississippi Choctaws,i:...eeses 


Application of Robert 2. Lingoott 
for onrollment as a citigon of the Chootaw Nation,... 


Decision of the Commission dated 
August 30, 1900, i... ...0k0% Puee a eee a eee 


Letter of the Commission addreseod to 
RODEIE Py LAMBCOCE, yee ceed esvewe gwd edncngoedccseecasbonveces 





Registry roturn receirt ad@resed to 
ROC, Pe -LAMSOCHE, 60s veces aiesh chee y ok 


Affidevit of W..0, Mitchell, 
; 





whe 
Affidavit of Robort linscott,..... 
Affidavit of Sereh C. Harris,.... 


Certified copy of the judgment in the. gase 
of W. C. Mitcholl, et al., vs. Choctaw Nation, .s.ccccceaee 


Lotter of Robert F. Linsoott; addressed to 
the Commission, op ete he ace 


Letter of the Commission addressed to 
Robert P, Linsoott,..ccscerecnveeger 


Reristry return receipt addressed to 
Robert P. Linsoott,.... 


Original application of Robert F, Linscott, 
et al., before the Daves Commiscion for idontifica- 
tion as Nississivpt Choctavs,.. 


Application of Nancy I. Fitagerald, et al., 
for enrollment as citizens of the Ohoctay Nation, 


Decision of the Commission 
30, 1900, cviavat 


Lotter of the Commission addressed to Mra. 
Nancy I, FPitzgerold,........ 


Recistry roturn recoipt addressed to Mrs. 
Nancy, I, Fitzgerald,...... 


Affidavit of W, C. Mitchell,,...... 


Affidavit of Nanoic I, Fitzgerald,. 


Affidavit cf Sarah C. Harris,........- 


Cortificd corny of the judgment in the oase of 
C. Mitehell, ct al., vs, the Chootaw Nation,........ 


Lottcr of Nancy I. Fitzgorald addrosred 
the Commissior,. 


Letter of the Commission addressed to 
Nancy I, Fitggecrald,...... 

Ori at: PN cation o And T ‘itgporald, 
ct al., beforo the Daves Commission’ for identifica- 
tion aS Hississippl Chodtaws,..ccecccccccccvvevecs 





Original applicaticn of John M, Mitchell, 
et al., before the Dawes Commission for idontifica- 
tion as Mississippi Chooctars,....css,eseveres 
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Gertifiod scopy of the marriace record 
betwoesn John w. Kitahell and Sateh A, Harris,.,.. 


Original aPpitoetion of William 6, 
Mitchell, et al., before thd Daves Commission 
for identification as Mississippi Ghoctars,... 


Copy of the marriage rocord betwoon 
W.-C. Mitehell and Mary. Hale, 


Oririnal ,application of Sam Mitghell, 
et al., before tho Davos Commission for 
identifieation as Mtspissinni Choctawa,...... 


Narriage rocord betweon 8am Nitchell 
and Olena VOANOG, -.cvcccccece 


Original application of Charles D. 
Witchell, et al., before the Dawes Commissicn 
for identification as Miseissippi Choctaws,. 


Original application of Jennic liteho!]) 


bofore the Dares Commission fcr identification 
88 a liississinni Choctaw £% avein-s 


Original applioution of Elvira Parkor 
before the Da:os Commission fcr idontification as 
& Mississippi Choctar,. : 


Oritinal ap»lication of William P, 
Nitehell before the Daves Commission for identifi- 
cation as a Mississippi Choctaw,... 


Orivinal applieation of Cora A. Mitchell 
bofore the Daves Commissicn for idontifioation 
&s a Kiscissippi Choctav,... 


Original application of Joab A. Mitehell, 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
COMMISSION TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED RIDES, 
Atoka, Ind. Per., June 8, 1900. 


In the Matter of the Apication of $ 4? 4) 
Sarah C. Harris et al, for Enrollment: Chaot. JC#F 
as members of the Choctaw Nation, : 


Serah C, Harris, being first duly sworn, mmx testified as fol- 


lows: 
By Mr. Bixby: 
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SLeLLL o 


SLLLO 


What is your name? A Sarah C, Tarris, 

What is your age? A 53 years old. 

What is your pstoffice address? A Wapanucka, I, 7. 

How long have you lived at Wapunucka? AI live 3 miles west. 

How long have you lived in the tnd. Ter,? A I principally lived 
here 26 years. I have been out about 3 years. 

Have you been outside of the In#. Ter. during the last 3 years? 
No, I have not. 

Where were you born? A I was born in Arkansas. 

But you have lived in the Ind. Ter. most of the time during the 
past 26 years? A Yes, I came here in Sep., 26 years BO. 

What is the name of your father? A wW.@ wi fchell. 

Is he living? A No, 

In his lifetime, was he considered a citizen of the U. S. or an In- 
dian? A He was a Choctaw Indian, but I don't reokon he was ever 
in this Territory. 

Where did he live? A He come from Tennessee to Arkansas, 

And he claimed to be a Choctaw I-dian® A Yes sir. 

Was he birn in Bennessce? A Yes sir, 

You claim through your father? A Yes sir, 

What proportion of Indian blood did he have? A I can't exactly 
tell you; it come from my “randmother. 

Do you know to what county in the Choctaw Nation he claimed to be- 
long? A No sir, 

What was your mother's name? A Naney Durant. 

Is she living? A No sir. 

Was she a white woman? A Yes sir 

What county in the Choctaw ‘ation do ;ou claim to belong to? } 
I live in the Chickasaw Nation; Pontotoc Co.; living on the line/ 
Being a Choctaw and living in the Chickasaw Nation, how would you 
be designated on the rolls of the Choctaw Nation? A I don't know 
We live right near Sugar Loaf. 

What proportion of Choctaw blood do you claim? A I can't exactly 
tell what it is; the evidence my brother got up shows. I have a 
brother at S. McAlester; he “as roved just what we are; I can't tell 
just what art we are. 

Are you married? A Yes sir. 
What 1s he name of your husband? A Martin 4arris. 

Is he a white man or Indian?’ A White xan, 

Are you claiming mything for him? A No 

When were you married? A I was married to him ll years AZO 





rere 1 the Uhoctaw Nation, Sugar Loaf Co. 
Under Choctaw law, or U. S. law? A U.S. Taw. 
Have you any children under 21 years of aze? A Yes, I have four. 
Are you claiming my rights for them? A Yes sir, 
Have you your marfiage license and certificate with you? A No. 
What are the names and ages of your children? A Isaac Linseott, 
by a former husband, 16 years old, Jessie Hlorence, 13, Mack Harris 
10 years and Lally Way, 8 years. 





2-S.E,Harris. 


Are these children living with you? A Yes sir, 
And their postoffice address is the same ag yours? A Yes gir, 
Is there any addi tional statement that you wish to make at this time 
in re ard to your case? A Wo, nothing, \, 
Do you desire to file any papers? A Yes, here is one.; that is all 
I wish to file. 

Paper filed with the Commi ssion, 

The testimony in this C&se, and the papers you may be pleased to 
file with this Commisa on, will be forwarded to the Hon, Secy. of 
the Intelor, when the rolls of the citizens of the Choctaw Nation 
are sent to him for hig examination and final approval 
I have «an own brother that is on the rolls, 

You have a full brother that is on the rolls? <A Yes sir, 

How did he get on the rolls? <A Through a Judgment of the U. gs, 

Court. W. C. Mitchell. 
The enrollment of yourself and children is refused for 

the reason that your names do not opp @ar upon the rolls of jhe 
Choctaw Nation now in the Pssession of this /ommsg- 
sion, an@ for the further reason that it ddes not ap- 
pear that elther you or your children have dver been 
recognized as citizens by blood of the Choetaw Nation 
by the poperly constituted tribal authorities, or that 
you were admitted by the Conmisdon to the Five Civilis 
ed tribes under the law of June 10, 1896, or by a 
Judg ent of the u, 3, court for the Ind Ter, 


Frances R, Brown, being first duly sworn, says that as stenog- 
rapher to the Commisal on to the Five Civilized Tribes, she reported the 
testimony of the above mentioned witness and that the foregoing is a 
true and complete transeript of said tes imony. 


ean Taiieat he ee 





Subseribed in my resence and sworn-to before me thig 
15th day of June, A, De, 1900. y 4 


Nii fh by /) 





Acting .Chairman, 








DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
COMMISSION TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED’ TRIRRS, 


Decision, 


The applicant, Sarah Cc, Harris, appeared before the Commission 
at Atoka, Indian Territory, June 8, 1900, and there made application 
for the enrollment of herself and her four minor children, Isaac 
Linscott,Jessie Florence Linscott, Mack Harris and Lilly May Harris, 
as citizens by blood of the Choctaw Nation. 

It appears from an examination of the records in the possession 
of the Commission and the evidence in this case, that the names of 
the applicant and her said children have never been on the tribal 
rolls of the Choctaw Nation; and it does not appear that the said 
applicant and her said children have ever been admitted to citizenship 
in the Choctaw Nation by the tribal authorities of said Nation, It 
further appears from 8aid records and evidence that the said applicant 
and her said children have never been admitted to citizenship in the 
Choctaw Nation by the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes acting 
under the Act of Congress of June 10, 1896; or by the United States 
Court in Indian Territory, on appeal from the decision of the tribal 
authorities, or the decision of the Commission, 

Therefore, the applicatién of Sarah C. Harris for the enroll 


ment of herself and her four minor children, Isaac Linscott, Jessie 


Florence Linscott, Mack Harris and Lilly May Harris, as citizens by 


blood of the Choctaw Nation igs hereby refused, 





The Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes, 


Acting Chairman, 
Muskogee, Indian Territory, 


This the day of » 1901, 








? 


- Dapartuent of the Interidr, ys 
Gomiiesion te the FF On gr ites. 
uakbges, T.3, kay 20 Wake 


In the matter of the application of gerah ©. Harris for the 
identification of herself and her four minor children,.Isaac and 
Jessie Florence Linseott, and Mack and Liilie May Harris} as Miss- 
issippi-€hoc taws, 


Gresham & DuBois, attorneys for applicant, 


C, Harris being duly sworn testified as follows: 


Framineation by the Commission: 


what is your neme? A sarah C. Harris, 

What is your age? A I was born in 1847, 

What is your ege now? A Fifty four my birthday I think, 

You are fifty four now? A Yes sir, 

what is your post office address? A Atoka, 

Indian Territory? A Yes sir, 

How long have you lived at Atoka,? A First moved there last Fall, 
Where did you live before that? A Wapenucka, .T. 

How long have vou lived there? A Wine years, 

How long have you lived in the Indian Territory altogether? A Well 
since I last moved here its been about seventeen. years, 

@ You havé lived here continuously 17 years? A .Yes sir; haven't 
been out of it for 17 years ;I have been here about twenty four years 
but part of the time I have been out, 

@ where were you born? A. Arkansas, 

@ what place? A Garrol County, 

Q How long did you live in that State? A TI don't know just exactly 


DBOLDOOLHDLOO 


how long; aboutt hirty years I reckon, 
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Q +8 your mother livi ng? A No sir, 

Q what was your father's name? A W.C .Mitchell, 

Q M-i-t-c-h-e-1-1? A Yes sir, 

Q What was your mother's name? A My mother was named yanoy Dunlap 
before she married, 

Q Wancy Mitchell? A Yes sir, 





Q ¥hrough which parent @o you claim Choctaw blood? A My father. 
'Q How mich hactaew bleed do you elaim? A I reckon he was a quarter 
the way I have been taught, 

Q You are how much? A An eighth, 

Q Has your father ever heen recognized as'a @hoctaw Indian or en- 
rolled as one by either the Choctaw tribal authorities or the United 
States authorities in the Indian Territory? A Well, I eantt tell you 
that; I don't know, 

Q when did he die? A Dring the War. 

0 What year wes that? A '63, 

Q Did he ever live in the Indian Territory? A Yes, It hink he was 
living in the Indian Territory, When he first moved from the old 
country he moved to the Indian Territory, 

Q what old country? A In Mississippij he was born in Mississippi, 
Q rave you proof of the marriage of your father and mother with 

you now? A No sir, 

Q wave you ever filed it in any application made here? A No sir; I 
reckon not, 

® To you cere for any time in which to fi le it, Mr. Greshsm? 


(Attorney for applicant says: "Yes eir.") 


Reasonable time not to exceed twenty davs will be allowed, 


Are you married? A Yes sir. 
What is your husband's mame? A Wartin A, Herris, 
Is he a white manor Choctaw Indian? A White man, 
Ts he living now? A Yes sir, 
, DO you make any claim for him as a Choctaw Indian? A TI never have 
Q DO you now? A If you think it would be necessary; it would come 
by inter-marriare, that's all. 
Q Well, thereis no. law empowering; the Commissin to hear such ap- 
plications, A (Attorney for applicant says "NO,") 
Q No claim for your husband now? £ No sir, 
Q wave you eny children under twenty one years of age and unmarried 
that you want to make application for now? A The oldest one ig 
Isaac Li nscott; that's my first husband's child, 
Q Howold is he? A He i3 eighteen years old, 
Q What is the name of the next child? A Jessie Florence Linsoott, 
a girl, 
Q How old is she? A&A Sixteen, 
Q hat is the name of the next child? A Mack Harris, 
Q Meae-c-k? A Y@sp sir, 
Q How old is Mack? A He is eleven years old, 
Q The other one? A Yes; Lillie May Harris, 
Q How old is she? A Nine years old, 
Q Is that all? A Yes, that's all, 
Q Is Martin A, Harris your first or second husband? A Second hu s- 





band, 

® we is the father of Mack Narris and Lillie May? A yes sir, 

® What was the name of your first husband? 4 G.C.Linscott, 

Q 18 he dead now? A Yes sir, 

Q When did he die? A He has been dead fourteen years, 

Q Did he have any Choctaw blood or was he a white man? A White man. 
~. was he the father of Isaac and Jessie Florence Linscott? A Yes 
sir. 
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@ Have you ay other children over twenty one yeare of age who are 

your children by your first husband? A Yes, I have four, 

Q ave they made application before the Commission to be ident ified 

a8 Mississippi Chogtaws? A Not as Mississippi Chectaws; they have 

made applications, 

TO be enrolled as Ghoctaws by blood? A Yes sir, 

Will you give their names and ages just as they are now named? 

wary 0, Pool, 

How 014? A ghets thirty years old, 

where does she live? A wear Atoka, 

Give me the name of the next? A W.L.Linsoott, 

How old? A Twenty six, 

. And lives where? A I don:t know Where; I donrt know whether he 

will be present or not, 

Q The next? A Robert F. Linscott, 

Q where does he live? A Wear Atoka, 

Q And is how old? A pwenty five years old, 

Q mhe next? A rm cy I. Fitzgerald, 

Q Now old? A she is twenty three I believe, 

Q And lives where? A Near Wapanucka, 

Q These ore all your children by 4.C.inscott? A Yes sir, 

© jias Mary 0, Pool any children? A yes sir, 

Qq 

Q 
ie] 
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What is her husband's name? A ohn PF. Pool, 
Car you give me the names of her children? A Arthur Washington 
ol, 
The next? A Ollie V. Pool, 
wext? A Addie Pool, 
Ancthers? A Josephine Pool, 
And others? A Serar Pool; that's all, 
TS Arthur W, Pool merrfied? A Wo sir, 
Are any of the children married? A No sir, none of ther ; 
ncer ave, 
} DO you know their aves? A No sir, she will have that to 
self, 
Q was W.L.Linscott any children? 4 Yes, two, 
Q what is his wife's name? A Beatrice Linsecott, 
Q rs she a white woman® &£ Yes sir, 
Ard John ¥. Pool is algo & White man? A Yes sir, 
Will you give me the nénes of these two children? 4 Yes; Gordie 
eLinscott and Myrtle Linscott, 
Are either of them married? A No eir, 
7maS Robert any children? + Fas ore, 
what is the name of his child? A Alpha-- a girl, 
what is the name of hig wife? A Relle Fitzgerald, 
waney I, Fitzgerald-- has she any children? A Yes sir, 
Yhet its the name of her husband? A Paul Pitzrerelad, 
A white man? A Yes sir, 
Now many children? A Three, 


P 
Q 
0 
Q 
Q 
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what is the name Ot —the—oidest?—+— Hert tr: then Joseph Price and 





ank Fitzgerald, 

v Weve you any children who are over twenty One years of age or 
married of your present husband, Martin A Harris? A No sir, 

Q@ IS your name or the name of any of these children who are under 
age and for whom you are now makin; applieation on any of the tribal 
rolls of the Choct aw Nation in the Indian Territory? A No sir, 

Q wave you ever made application for yourself or children for ociti- 
zenship in the Ghoc taw Nation to the Gommigsion to the Five civilized 
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Tribes in the Indian Territory? A Wothing but the Dawes Commission, 
Q Have you ever made application for citizenship for yourself and 
children to the Dawes Commission under the Act of Congress of June 
10, 1896; that is, did you apply in 1896 to the Dawes Commission? 

A No sir, 

Q Did you make any application for enrollment in the Choctaw Nation 
to the Dawes Commission at any time since 1896? A Yes sir, 

Q@ DO you remember when you did appear before the Dawes Commission? 
A It has been two years ago. 

Q You only made one application then previous to this present ap- 
plication? A Well, I went once afterwards to Atoka, but y didn&t 
meet them, 

Q You were not sworn? A No sir, 

Q Do you remember June &, 1900, at Atoka-- A yes sir, 

Q You yourself made application to be identified yourself and 
children as Mississippi Choc taws? A yes sir, 

Q Did you make application for your husband then? A No sir, 

Q Just for yourself and children? A Yes sir, 

© Are these the same children that you made application for- Isaac 
and Jessie Florence Linscott and Mack and Lillie May Harris? A Yes 
sir, 

Q None of them have married since? A No sir, 

© nO you now want the applicatton made by you at that time which is 
known as Choctaw R, 547 made a part of your present application so 
that this matter will be considered with your present application? 
(Statement by attorneys for applicant that they would like to have 
this record made on June 8, 1900, Choc.R.547 made a part of the 
record in this present application, ) 

Q You also agree with your attormeys that this should be made a 
part of this present application? A Yes sir, 

Q Did you ever receive any word from that application from the Com- 
mission whether or not you were rejected? A wWell,they just said that 
my papers had been sent to the Secretary of the Interior; and they 
said I had to bri ng two witnesses; I got some papers here a year 
ago;I received papers twice, 

Q ~0 you now come before the Commission to identify yourself and 
these minor children ag Mississippi Choctaws Claiming under article 
fourteen of the treaty of 1850? A Yes sir, 

Q You understand tht article of that treaty? A I don't know whe ther 
I just exactly understand it or not, 


The treaty of 1830 was made between the United States Govern- 
ment and the Choctaw Indians at a Place in Mississippi called Dancing 
Rabbit Creek on the 27th day of September 1830; the object of the 
treaty was to remove as far as practicable all the Choctaw Indians 
who lived in the old Choctaw Nation from that old Nation to the Choc- 
taw Nation, Indian Territory; it was desired to get the Nation as a 
Natdon to sign the treaty, to agree voluntarily to Z o the ; 

OTT, an Territory. Before the treaty was signed it became 
known that at least 6 or 7000 Indians wouldn't go to tre Choctaw 
Nation Indian Territory and in order to protect the rights of those 
Indians article fourteen was put into the treaty; it was then signed 
and afterwards ratified, It reads as follows: "Rach Choctaw head of a 
family being desirous to remain and become a citizen of the States 
shall be permitted to do so by signifying his intention to the agent 
within six months from the ratification of this treaty and he or she 
shall thereupon be entitled to a reservation of one section of six 
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hundred and farty acres of land to be bounded by sectional lines of 
survey; in like manner shall be entitled to one half that quantity 
for each unmarried child which is living with him over ten years of 
age, and a quarter section to sueh child as may be under ten years 
of age, to adjoin the location ef the parent. If theyreside upon 
‘ said lands intending to became citizens of the States for five years 
after the ratification of this treaty in that case a grant in fee 
simple shall issue. Said reservation shall include the present im- 
provement of the head of the family or a portion of it. Persons who 
claim under this article shall not lose the privilege of a Choctaw 
citizen but if they ever rmove are not to be entitled to any portion 
of the Choctaw annuity.” 


Q Do you know whether any of your Choctaw ancestors complied or at- 
tempted to comply with any of the provisions of that article of that 
treaty? A I reckon my father did; I have been taught that at least, 
Q® You understand that article, do you, after hearing it read and 
explained enough to claim under it? A yes sir, 
Q what isthe name of your ancestor through whom you claim your 
right to be identified as Mississi ppi Choctaw? A Well, my grand- 
mother was Algira Folsom that's where I claim my blood; Rg Pulsom 
is spelled both ways; I don't know which is correct, 

Was that her maiden name? A Yes sir. 

what was her husband's name? A Sam Mitchell, 

Was he a white man? A Yes sir; he was a white man, 

This was your grandmother was she? A Yes sir, 
} How much Choctaw blood did she have? A Well, I have been taught 
she was half Choctaw, 
Q Did she live in Mississippi? A Yes sir, 
Q Did she live there in 1830 in the old Choctaw Nation? A Yes, I 
reckon she did, 
® Did she have a family there then? A I have heard my mother say 
she had four children, 
Q Were any of these children living with her in 1830 in Mississippi? 
A Was they or not? (Turning to someone in the crowd) I reckon, 
Q That would make them over seventy two years old now. A Yes, my 
father was over seventy two years old, 
Q Well, he was born in Mississippi, was he? A Yes sir; I have been 
taught that they had four children there, 
Q was your father older or younger- A He was the youngest ;wasn't 
he? Well, I have been taught that he was the youngest; I only know 
what I have been taught, 
Q Then as I understand it your grandmother was living in Mississ- 
ippi in 1830 and had four children there of which your father was 
the youngest? A Yes sir, 
Q DO you know whether-- your grandmother, Alzira had the Choctaw 
blood did she? A Yes sir. 
Q And her husband, Sam Mitchell, was a white? A yes sir, 





Q Do you know whether your grandmother, Alzira Folsom, who married 
Sam Mitchell complied or attempted to comply in any way with the 
provisions of article fourteen of the treaty of 1830? A No sir, I 
don't know, 

Q Do you know how old she would be if living now? A No sir, I don't 
know that either, 

Q@ Did she have a Choctaw Indian name or did she speak the Choctaw 
iy eae A She spoke the Choctaw language I reckon; her children 
di 
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Q id you know her personally? A Wo sir, 

Q How did you know ghe spoke the @hootaw language? A A Well, I said 
I reckoned; her children did, 

Q@ Well, you don,t really know? A Wo sir, 

Q Did you ever hear it stated that she did speak the Choctaw lan- 
guage? A Wo sir. 

@ pid your father speak Ghoctaw? A Wo sir; I have heard my mother 
say that his s isters did that was older than him, 

Q@ 0 you know at what place in Mississippi your father was born? 

A Ro sir, I don't know at what place. 

Q DO you know how old he was when he left Mississippi? A Wo sir. 

Q When he left Mississippi where did he go? A He came to the Ter- 
ritory I reokon, : 

Q Do you know in what year? A No pir. 

@ Do you know whether he came to the Territory withthe other 
Indians between 1833 to 18387? A He never come with the other Indians 
Q we wasn't removed then, at the expense of the Government? A No 
sir, 

Q Did any of your Choct aw ancestors own or claim any land in the old 
Choctaw Nation in Mississippi or Alabama under article four teen of 
the treaty of 18307? A I don't know, 

Q@ Did any of your Choctaw ancestors within six months after the 
ratification of the treaty of 1830 go to the United States Indian 
agent, Col,ward and tell him that they wanted to stay in Mississippi 
take land there and become citizens of the States? A I don't know; 

I can't tell you. 

Q@ You don't know whether any of them owned any improvements on land 
in Mississippi or Alabama in 1830? A Wo sir, I don't know that, 


The Choctaw Indians who remained in the old @hoctaw wation 
in Mississippi and Alabama after the treaty of 1830 was ratified 
were required if they wanted to take adwantage of article fourteen 
of the treaty of 183 to go to the United States Indian agent, Col, 
Ward within six months from the ratification of the treaty and tell 
him that they wanted to stay in Mississippi, take land there and be- 
wome citizens of the States, A great many Choctaw Indians did this 
whose names Col.ward neglected to put upon his list known as Ward's 
Register and because of this neglect a great many Indians who had 
land in Mississippi and improvements had both taken from them a nd 
sold by the Government at Public Land Sale. rhis caused a great many 
complaints among the Choctaw Indians so that in 1837 by an act of 
Congress app oved March 3, that year, a @ommission was appointed 
which went to Mississippi and heard claimants under that article of 
that treaty. In 1842 by an act of Congress approved August 23, that 
year, another Go mmission was appointed by @Gongress for the same 
purpose and this Commission also went to Mississippi and heard claim- 
ants under that article, 





Q Did you ever hear that any of your Choctaw ancestors went before 
either of these two Commissions that of 1837 or 1642 and claimed any 
benefits as Choctaw Indians? A I don't know that I ever did;I never 
heard ao great deal about it only I heard my grandparents speak- my 
foreparents speak about coming from Mississippi. 


The act of Congress appr oved August 23, 1842 provided that if 
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any Choctaw Indian proved his claim under article fourteen of the 
treaty of 1830 and if it also further appeared that he had had land 
in Mississippi which the Government had taken from him and sold that 
he should be entitled to select land in Mississip i, Alabama, Arkans- 
as Or Louisiana, to be taken from vacant Government land and that a 
certificate to that effect should be given to him; these certificates 
were called scrip. 


Q Did any of your Chectew ancestors receive any such sorip as Choo- 
taw Indians? A I don't know whether they did or not, 
Q Do you speak the Choctaw language yourself? A No sir. 
Q You claim through Algzira Polsom, your grandmother, do you? A yes 
sir, 
Q You say she had half Choctaw blood; she married Sam Mitchell? A Yes 
sir. 
Q A white man? A yes sir, 
Q Do you know when she died? A wo sir, 
Q Do you know when he died? A No sir, 
Q Alzira Folsom was your father's mother, was she not? A Yes sir, 
Q How many brothers or sisters did your father have? A One brother 
and two sisters, 
Q Which was the oldest, your father? A Wo, he was the youncest,. 
Q Give me the name of the oldest? A Joel G. Mitchell I reckon was 
the oldest, 
Q Whom did he marry? A Alvira Dibbrell or Dibrel I don't know how 
its spelled. 
Q She was a white woman, was she? A No, she was a part Indian I 
reckon, 
Q Part Choctaw Indian? A I reckon she was; she looked it, 
Q what is the next oldest brother or sister? A A sister named 
Sophia Mitchell, 
Q She married whom? What was her husband's name? A She was married 
to a Fancock, 
Q what was the full name? A Marion Hancock, I believe; I don't 
know; I can't tell, 
Was he a white man? A Yes sir, 
Did he die? A ves sir. 
Then she married whom? A I reckon her nect husband was a Moore; 
don't know; she married a Moore, 
Know his first name? A No sir, 
Did she marry anybody else? A Married a man named miner, 
nid Moore die? A Yes sir, 
The last name was what? A Tiner. 
she had three husbands did she? A Yes sir, 
2 Give me the name of the next oldest brother? A Alzira Mitchell 
she married a Dibrel I pelieve, 
what was this pibrel's first name? A I don't know, 





tem NO I reckon he wasn't, 


Whom did he marry? A Nmoy Dunlap. 

was she a white woman? A Yes sir, 
Q In your testimony given at Atoka, Indian Territory, June 8, 1900, 
in answer to the question what is your mother's name, the transctipt 
of the evidence shows that -;our answer was Nanoy Durant. A They 
made a mistake; for I gave it in Dunlap, 


Q Now what other name shall I write here? A W.C.Mitchell my father, 
Q 
Q 
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Q Dunlap is right? A Yes sir, 
Q@ Now you have given four names of children of Algira Folsom who 
married Sam Mitchell; is that all ef hers? A Yes sir, 
Q Gan you give me the names of Joel B. Mitchel and Alvira Dibrel's 
children? A Wo sir, I can't; I oan't think of the samall childrens! 
names, but I can tell the connections;there are witnesses can give 
them I guess. 
Q Can you give the names of Sophia Mitchell's who married these 
three? A No sir, I can't, 
Q Can you give the names of Alzira Mitchell's and her husband's? 
A Wo sir, I can't, 
Q How many brothers and sisters did you have? A Seven brothers 
and no sisters, 
Give me the names of your brothers, commenoing with the oldest, 
Charles R, Mitchell, 
Whom did he marry? A Sarah Baker, 
The next? A Joel B, Mitchell, 
whom did he marry? A ever was married, 
The next? A Sam Mitchell, 
whom did he marry? A He married Jane MeCord, 
fhe next? A Robert H. Mitchell, 
Whom did he marry? A Martha Buckley, 
The next? A W.C.Mitchell. 
NWamed after hs father? A Yes sir, 
He married whom? A Mary Berry. 
Now the next? A Richard Mitchell. 
Married whom? A Hetty Jackson, 
Now can you give me the children of Charles R, Mitchell? A There 
only one child; John Mitchell, 
Nid he marry? A Wo sir, he's dead, 
Joel D, Mitehell never married? A Wo sir he mever married, 
Q Sam Mitchell married rane McCord; they have any children? A Yes, 
I don't know how many. 
Q po you know them? A I don't know them; I may be could study them 
up-- but ~ don't know that 7 could, 
Q Give me the names of any of them? A John Mitchell, their oldest; 
Nancy A, Tatem, 
Q Did she marry? A Yes; she married James Tatem, 
The next one? A Charles Mitchell, 
Did Charles marry? A yo Sir, he didn't, 
Q Was John married? A yes he married a Harrison; I believe. Sarah 
Harrison, 
Now the next one after Charles. A Melvina, 
whom did she marry? A She wasnt married, 
Nid she die? A Xo sir; she's living, 
Any others? A William Mitchell, 


Q 
A 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
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Married? A yes sir, 
whom did he marry? A I canrt tell you that; I don't remember, 
Any others? A Ellen is the next, 
Sis she marry? A Yes; married Einhart; 7 dontt know his first 
name, 
Q Any other children of gam Mitchell? A Iuka, 
Q she married? A Yes, but I don't know her man's neme, 
Q Any others? A Yes sir; Savannah, 
Q Is she married? A Yes, but y don't know her man's nam, 
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Any others? A there's pasthers I believe her name is Jennie, 
ried? A Yes: she is but y don't know her man's name. 

aay others? A Wo sir, that's---well, there sam Mitchell, 

TS sam-married? A yes, but I don't know his wifé:s name, 

what's all then? A ‘ves sir, 

These are all the children of sam Mitchell and Jane MoCord? 

yes. sir. 

nid Robert H. have children? A Yes sir. 

How many children did he have? A I don't know exactly how many 


but J can give their names about ag well as I gave the others, 


Q 
Q 
Q 
@ 


Give their names. A sarah C. ig. his oldest one. 

Whom did she marry? A She married John Durant. 

Now the mext? A’ Wanoy Mitchell, 

Whom did she marry? A she married a man by the name of Burgers-- 


no, Powers was her first husband, 


Q 
Q 
Hi 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 
Q 


Q 
Sprinkle, 
Q 


And then Burgers? A yes sir. 

Did Powerg die? A Yes sir, 

Any others? A Yes, there is Louisa Mitchell, 

pid she marry anyone? A Wo gir. 

Any others? A Mary Jane, 

Did she marry ? A Wo sir. 

Any others? A Joseph. 

Married? A No eir. 

Any others? A Angeline Mitchell. 

warried? A Yes sir, 

Whom did she marry? A Buck White; L.B.White he signs it, 
And others? A Rosie Mitchell. 

Did she marry? A Yes sir. 

What was her husband's nam e? A TI don't know-(prompted) George 


ayes. 


Any Others? A Mose Mitchell 
Any others? A Johnnie Mitchell, 
Any others? A Mahala Mitchell, 
I@ she married? A Wo sir, 
Any other children? A (George Mitchell, 
Any mote? A That's all. 
Did W.s€.Mitchell and Martha Buckley have any children? A Yes sir 
How many children did they have? A TI don't know, 
Give what you can? A There's samuel Mitchell the oldest, 
8 he married? A Yes sir, 
Ynat is his wife's name? A Relle Wilson, 
Now the next? A Magnolia Mitchell. 
whom did she marry? A Kirby Dobbs. 
Next? A William ¢, 
Whom did he marry? A He married Lizzie smith, 
The next? A Sanford Mitchell. 
Whom did he marry? A TI ean:t tell you what her name was;- Myrtle 


any more children? A ,eorge Mitchell, 





tiem it tes, but [ don;t know his wife's name, 
Any others? A Annie Mitchell; not married, 
Now the next child? A Joseph. Mitchell, 
Any others? A Mark Mit@hel} he's dead, 
Any others? A hatte all, 
Did Richard Mitchell have any children? A Yes sir, 
qan you give the names of these children? A some of them are 


ead, 





Give me hig children? A His oldest is dead; James William, 
mie next? A -@harlie. 
Is he married? A No sir. 
Any others? A Victoria. 
Married? A Wo sir, 
ahd A Philander, 
ow the next? A Elvira. 
Married? A. ghe's married but I don't know what her man's nam is; 
he'® here, 
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She married? A No air: 

Any more? A Bwell, 

18 Hwell married? A No sir, 

wext? A - Emmett, 

rried?-A No sir, 

ny others? A That's all, 

I believe that's all isn't it, as far as you know? A Yes sir; I 
have some more brothers and sisters; you stopped off at Hetty Mitch- 
ell and my youngest brother Jesse you haven't got, 

Q He married whom? A Becky Jackson. 
Q How many children have Jesse and Recky got? A They haven't got 
but four living children, and none of the dead ones have families, 

Give them? A Gus Mitchell. 

Ts he married? A yes air, 

Any others? A Arkie Mitchell, 

Girl? A yes sir, 

Now the next? A Essie and tessie; they are twins, 

Have you any papers that you want to file now in support of your 
application? A No sir, 

Q DO you care for any time? (Attorney for applicant says he wants 
time to furnish additional proof on the question of the compkan oe 
withthe fou rteenth article.) 


Q Would you like the application and record made in the case of 
William C, Mitchell- M.C.R.5588--the son of gam Mitchell, made and 
considered with your application and @1s6 all other relatives of 
yours who have made application to be idem ified as Mississ ippi 
Choctaws claiming through the same common ancestor in order that 
you may all get the benefit of the testimony? A Yes sir, 


Rxamination by attorney DuBois: 


Q I notice that you st ated in your examination at Atoka, June, 1900 





that your father was born in Tennessee; is that an error? A He was 
DOFH “ ! Gin Tenre ssee; thats a mistake, 


Q And your mother was born in Tennessee? A No, she was born in 
Ohio, 

Q If you stated that your father was born in Tennessee it is a 
mistake? A Yes, if I did it is a mistake, 


By the Gommission: 
(thirty days time is allowed this applicant in which to intro- 





11 
duce further testimony in this ease if she desires.) 


This applicant has the appearance and physical characteristics of 
being descended from whit e parentage; she has brown eyes, cray hair 
formerly brown; medium dark complexion-- 


Q Do you understand or speak the Ghoctaw language? A WNo sir, 


-she has no knowledge of the @hoctaw language and no knowledge of thb 
compliance on the part of her ancestors with any of the provisionsfof 
article fourteen of the treaty of 1830, 


Q will you name these people who have been before the Commission? 
A wNancy I. Fitzgerald has been before the’ Commission at Atoka two 
years ago. And'Mary 0? Pool, W.L.Linscett and Robert L. Linscott and 
myself; these are my children, 
Q Now, can you give the names of eny others who have been before the 
Commission; any of ‘these people that you have been naming today? 
A WNone except my brother W.C.Mitchell. 
Q When was it? A (W.C. Mitchell answers for himself that it was 
June 10, 1896.) 
(to him} 
Q What was done with that case? A ,t was rejected before the Com- 
migsion and [ took an appeal and I was admitted, 
Q You are a Court citizen? A Yes sir, 
Q Your wife is Mary Berry? A yes sir. 
. (To applicant) 

Q was Robert H. Mitcehll been before the Commission? A I heard 
him say he had, 
Q when? A When the commission was around taking the general roll, 
Q Has that brother Jesse ever been before the Commission? A No sir- 
I don't know, . 
Q po you know if any of the children of your brothers! have been 
before the Gommission? A William G. Mitchell's here have; the 
children of William C. Mitchell might have been; they never went 
before the Dawes Commission; they are Court citizens. 
Q Have any of the children of Rachard Mitchell been before the Com- 
missi on? A I don't know, 


Henry G. Hains being sworn on his oath states that as stenographer to 
the Gommission to the Five ‘ivilized ,ribes he reported in full the 
above proceedings on May 27, 1902, and that this is a full, true and 
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Department of the Interior. 
Commission te the Five Civilized Tribes. 
Muskogee, Indian Territory, August i, 1902. 
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Im the matter of the application of Sarah C. Harris, 

et al., for identification as Mississippi Choctaws, M.C.R. 
6681; tnis testimony is also intended to apply to the cases 
of all the descendants of Alvira Mitehell, nee Folsom. 


Gresham & Dubois, Attorneys for applicants, represented by 
T,H.Duboi s. 


Examination by T.H.Dubois. 


Please state of your name? A My name is George Colbert. 
Where do you live? A Atoka. 

Where were you born? A Pontotoc County Mississippi. 

Wheti were you born? A I was born in si, 

"51? A O, no. 

How old are you Mr. Colte rt? A I fant tell my exact age 
because I dont know; I was raised up among the full bloods 
and we dont keep age and everything like that like you 
white people. 

About how old are you? A I guess I'm about seventy years 
old, seventy or seventy two. 

Do you remember anything that oceurred in Mississippi baek 
in the early days when the Chootaws were leaving Vississippi 
coming out to the Choctaw Nation? A Yes sir, I can recoei- 
lect several - a good many things, yes sir. 

What was your mother's name? A My mother's name before 
she marriedwas Annie Folsom; after she married, Annie 
Colbert. 

pid you know a person by the name of Alsira Mitchell? AI knew 
a woman named Alzira Mitchell, a sister to my mother. 

She was your mother's sister? A Yes sir. 

Where did you know her? A_ TI knew her in Mississippi. 

Do you know what time she Left Mississippi if she ever 

did leave there? A I dont think she ever left there at all; 
4f she did Y never kmew it. 

What was her nationality? A She was three quarters Choctaw 
and ene quarter French. ; 

Che was then a choctaw Indian? A Yes sirj she was 4 Choc- 
taw Indian. 

What nationality are you? A TI am Choctaw and French. 

What per cent of Choctaw are you? A I'm three quarters. 
Are you on the Choctaw rolls? A I suppose so ~- yes sir. 

Do you know? A Yes sir I'm on it. 

You_are a recognized Choctaw Indian? A Yes sir. 
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Do you kmow Sarah C. Harris? A Yessir. 
What relation is she to you? A She's my - what we call 
a second cousin. 


Rxamination by the Commission: 


When did you meve to the present @hootaw wation in Indian 
rerrito A About 'S6, I came the first time. 

When didyou first become acquainted with Sarah C, Harris? 
ISve knowed her about ten or eleven years - about eleven yeas 
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What did you say her father's name was? A It's witehell, 
what's his first namef A samel; her father is Samee) wit- 
chell. 

Sarah ©. Harris’ father is Same) Mitehell? A sarah C. 
Harris is a daughter of William Mitchell. 

Es William C. tghell the father of Sarah @ Harris , livig 
Wo ‘sir; he's bem ‘dead about fourteen or fifteen years. 

How old was he when he died? A I suppose he was about sixty 
five years ol@; somewhere along there in the neighberhoed. 

When didyou first become acquainted with him? Q Well, when 
I was just a bey in Mississippi- a young man} I dont recol- 
leet how long. 

H @ was an older man than you? A Yes sir he was an older 
man than I was; he was a grovn man when I was a boy... 

In what part Mississippi did he live? A He lived at 
thet time on what they eall chatahoecha River+ 

What county in Wississippi? A I cant tell exactiy what 
county it ig on the Chatahoocha River in Missisdppi. 

Was it in the old Choctaw Nation back there? A Yes sir; I 
think though it was in the same county we lived in - Pontote 
When did he move to the Choctaw Nation? A I dont think hee 
ever moved here at all. 

Died back in the old nation? 4 ¥ think s0; if he ever came 
here I never heard of him after I came to D e. 

How do you knew Sarah C. Harris is the ds er of Willian 
C. Mitchell? A Because I knew the family lived about 
four miles from them ; they called him father. 

You didnt kmow Sarah wntil recently did you? A XI knew her 

when she was @ little girl; seen her several times when 
she was a littie girl. 

Where? A Here in the nation. Then I was away from here 

a good while and struck her again at stonewall; kmew her 
twelve years at this time. 

William C. Mitchell got his Ghoc‘aw blood from his mother 

whom you state was Alzira Folsom who married Sam witchell? 

Yes sir.. 

Do vow remembér when the treaty of pancing Rabbit Creek was 

made? A TI recollect it but not enought to tell much about 
it. 

Were you living at the time the treaty was made? A Yes sir 

put I was a very smlil boy. 


where did vou live? A In Pontotoc county near Peach Tree 


Creek. 

How far is that from Dancing Rabbit qreek? A I thik 
about eight or nine milesg maybe ten miles from there; I 
dent know exactly; of course I never paid much attention 
to such things as that. 


Well this treaty of nancing Rabbit creek was made on the 
27th day of ~eptember 1830, nearly seventy two years ago, 
made at Dancing Rabbit Creek Mississippi between the gov- 


Tnd te move out west to 





Q 
Q 


ernment of the United States and the yndians; the ebje ct 
ef—the_treaty was to get those Tndians 





the new nation. 


Yes I think I was about three or four years old at that 
time, maybe five ; I can recollect it just like a dream back. 


nid you ever hear of the fourteenth agticle ef the treaty 
of Dancing Rabbit Greek? A Wo sir. 
pontt know anything about that? A Mo sir. 
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When the treaty 
to leave the old 
pon staying baok in the wld nation 

known as the fourteenth article was put inte the 
treatys that fourteenth art&ebe provided that upon certain 
oméitions a Choctay who preferred to remain back in the 
old nation micht recetyn land back there from the government, 
It is as follows: rf wil} quote it to you just as it was put 
into the treaty seventy two years ago: 


"Each Choctaw head of & fomily being dea@irous to remain and 
become -n gitizen of the states shall he permitted to do go 
by signifying his intention to the agent within six 

months from the ratification of this treaty and he or she 
shall thereupon be entitled +0 a reservation of six hundred 
and forty acres of land to be bounded by sectional lines o 
of surveyjan like manner shall be entitled to one half that 
quantity for each unmarried child which is living with him 
Over ten years of age to adjoin the location of the parent; 
if they reside upon said lands intending to bec ane 
citizens of the states for five years after the 
ratification of this treaty in that cane a grant in fee si m 
ple shali issue; said reservation shall include the present 
improvement af the hrad of the family or a pottion of it; 
persons who claim under this article shall not lose the 
Trivilege of a Choctaw citizen but ifthev ever remove 


are not to be entitled to any partion of the Choctaw annui ty? 


Do you think you understand that fourteenth article clearly 
I wnt know now; you know what I am; I’m an tndian and 
mighty foolish; I haven't fot much sense 3; but what I know, 
TI know and what I dont know 7 dont know, you know, 


If an Indin who was living hack there in the old nation 
seventy two yoars a:-t when this treaty was made decided 
that he wanted to stay there and not mov e out tc the 
new nation, in order *o ret land under that fourteenth 
article he was required to let the 
there in Migedi ssippi at that time 
Colonel William Ward know within dx months from February 
24, 1832 that he wanted to stay there and become a citizen 
and take this land; fe was then entitled to a reservation 
of one section of six hundred and forty acres of land to 
be bounded by seetional lines of survey; in like manner 
he wac entitRAd to one half that quantity or three hundred 
and tweanty acres for each child in his family over ten years 
of ne ' September 1830; for 
of age he was en- 
tional quarter section or one hundred and 
sixty acres; the reserwntions a@ the children were required 
by the terms of the fourteenth artiole to adjoin the loga- 
tion 0° the parent and these reservation RO mac ~ He 
fate rovisions of article fourteen of the 
treaty of nancing Rabhit Creek were required in each and 
every instance to inclwie the improvement of the head 8 
the family as it existed on the 27th day of ceptember 1830 
the day the treaty was made, Now if these Indians 
lived on this land intending to become citizens of the 
states for five years from Pebruary 24, 181 the day this 
treaty was ratified they were entitled to @ grant in fee 
simple for the land; that is the government would give 
them a deed or pat nt to the Jand which would enable 
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to diepose of ft at his pleasure, 


Do you think you understand that fourteenth article? 

Yes sir I think T widerstand it now. 

Do you know whe ther any one of the ancestors of Sarah 

C. Harris, the applicant in this case complied or attempt- 
ed to comply with the provisions of this fourteenth article 
of the treaty of Danoing Rabbit Creek or ever received any 
benefits thereunder? A aan tell you that I heard them 
say time and again that this lady applied for kand there 
once or twice and this here man was always drunk or going 
on with his foolishness and they never did grant the 
privilege to them at pene I heard several ef them say that 
old man Ward never granted them the privilege of drawing 
the land. 

Whe told you this wr. Colbert? A Well I beem told by 
several of them; by my mother and older siaters. 

Well Alsira Yolsom the ancestor @ this applicant who was the 
head of the family in 1830 is also your aneéstor is she not 
No sir; I'm her sisters ancestor, 

Her sister was your ancestor? A Her sister was my mother. 
You see my mother married a COlbert and Al&ira married a 
Mitchell. 

Did Alzira have a Choctaw name? A Yes gir; they called 
her Wachubbee. 

Tt was an Indian name - Wachwbbee do you think? A Yes sir, 

achubbee wags her Indian name. 

That's the name of a man im't it - Wachubbee? A I dont knoy 
that’s what. she went by. 

Did she have any other choetaw name? A No sir; that's alJ 
the one she had. 

How much Choctaw blood did her father have? A Her father - 
I suppose about half-Her father was as much as I am - three 
quarters I guess or more. 

Alsira's father's name was Nathaniel Folsom; did he have a 
Choctaw name? A TI dont know, 

What was Alsira's mother named? A Bancy; but I dont know 
what else. 

How much Choctaw blood did she have? A reckon she was 

&s much as half or maybe a | areeg I dont know. 

Did she have a Choctaw name? A I dont knew. 

Was Willgam C. Mitchell living in the old Choctaw Nation 
in Mississippi and Alabam in 1830 when this treaty wasmade? 
I think se, 

About when was it you first became acquainted with him and 
his mother. 

Hia mother; why I was a very small boy; I just oan recol- 
lect the old lady; that's all. 
Was it before or after the treatyof Dancing Rabbit creek 
was made? A I think it was after the treaty . 
or & period of five years 





before you met them? A No sir, 
Did she or either of them own an improvement in the old 
Nation at thé time this treaty was made? A I dont think 
they did. 

How did they live? A They lived just like a heap ef them 
Indians - about frem ene Place to another, 

They didn't own any improvements - yow are quite sure? 
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T dont think they did; I ai nt sure but I dot think they 

dids ; 

Do you knew whether any one of th ancestors of Sarah C. 
Harris within six months after this treaty of Dancing Rabbit 
Creek was ratified let Colonel] William Ward the agent of 

the government in Mississippi at that time - in 1831 know 
they wanted to stay inMississippi and become citizens ef 
the states and take land? A Only just what I've heard; Ive 
heard them say they did apply for land once or twice and 
never got it; I've hear that several times but whether they 
got the land I cant tell you that; but I've heard them say 
they applied for land and couldn't get it, 

Who told you that? A J'%ve heard my mother talk about 

at; I’ve heard my father talk about it; I've heard my 
sisters talk about it. 

Q Who did they refer to ~ what person - as trying te get 
lam and couldn't? A They referred to their aunt — Aunt. Al- 
zira Bolsom. 

So far as-you know then none of ym the ancestors of this 
applicant ever did receive any land frmm the government un er 
this fourteenth article? A Not as Y kna@w of; no sir. 

Do you know whether they were at that time any of then 
recognized members of the tribe? A They was all recognized 
membersof the tribe. 


You are sure of that? A Yes sir the was all cal led 
Indians; all ealled Choctaw Indians; never knew anythi: 
else; I never knew them to be called anything else wunti 
T got acquginted with them here, 


In xccordunee with the provisions of that fourteenth 
article of the treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek the govern- 
ment directed an agent down there in Mississippi colonel 
William Ward whom you say you remember having heard of to 
register the names of such Choctaws as might want to stay 
there ami become citizens and take land under this four- 
teenth article; the records of the government show that 

this agent Bailed to register and report t othe govern- 
ment the names of a great many Indians who did in fact let 
him know they wanted to stay there and became citizens and 
take land under this fourteenth article and on this account 
the government at its public land sales in Mississippi 

in many instances sold land upon which Choctaws lived and 
had improverents and which they supposed they would receive 
under therfourteenth article of the treaty of Dancing Rabbit 
Creek; this caused a great deal of camplaint among the Indica 
and the matter was finally brought to th attention of Con- 
gress and Congress passed certain acts between the years 1837 
ahd 1842 providing for the uppointment of commissioners 
whose duty it should be to go down to Mississippi and hear 
the cases of those Choctaws who claimed they had complied 

in all respects with the provisions of this fourteenth 
article but their land had been sold by the government; 

these commissioners were duly appointed by the President and 
went to Mississippi and heard « great many of thoes Choctaw 
cases; do you remember when any ef tho ce wmmissioners 

were dow there? A Yes sir I remember when they was down 
there but I never saw them but I remember hearing when they 
was down there. 
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Q Do you know whether Alzira Mitchell or any other of the 
ancestors of the applicant in this cane appeared befcre the 
Commissioners appointed univer these acts of Congress and 
attempted to establish their rights under the fourteenth 
article of the treaty? <A No air. 

Q Never heard of their mking any attempt? A No sir; they 
was there and I was here; I never heard anything about it. 

Q You were back there when the Commissioncrs were there? A I 
was back ‘nere but I didn't see them nor go where they 
was and I didn't hear anything about it . 


e 
An act of Congress approved on the 23rd day of August 1842 
provided that in case it should be finally decide: that 
a Choctaw had complied in all respects with the provisions 
of this fourteenth article but his land had been sold by 
the government he should then be entitled to select in the 
Place of the land so sold by the government, land some 
place else in Mississippi Alabama Louisiana or Arkansas 
from vacant government land and should be given a certif- 
icate to thot effect; these certificates were called serip. 


No you know whether any of the ancestors of ,the applicant 
ever received any of this serip from the government under 
this act of Congress? A Yes sir; now TZ recollect that 

this Algira Folsom I think if I aint badly mistaken 

she had a whole lot of that scrip; I heard them talk 

about it two or three times, I never saw it but just from 
what I heard my folks say. 

Then did they tell you t at?A Years agh. 

How did the conversation come up? A Just talking about her 
and one word would brimg on another and wondered if they 
ever come and go on until that come up. 

You dont knov what ever became of that s crip she got? 

No sir * T dont know a thing about it. 

You dont knov whether she got it wnder the fourteenth 
article of the treat:? A Wo sir. 

Did she have anv children who were older than ¥4.C.Mitchell 
No sir I think he was the oldest child, 

How many other children ?i¢d she have? A Three. 
What are their names? A She had one named Aleck and I 
dont know what the other two's names were. 

cirls or hoya? A Girls; had two boys and two girls that I 
kmow. 

) What ever became of the other children? A I dont know 

vhat ever became of them; I suppose they must heve died when 
they was young or small; I dont know. 

Did w.C, Mitchell have an Indien name? A Yes sif but Y 
cant 6all it; he had an yndian name but I cant call: it; 
it's a very aid name but I dont recollect it, -and tell you 
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How much difference was there in the age of W.C.Mitchell 
and his brother; how many years difference? A Bight 
vears I think. 
And the sisters were younger than Aleck? A No, one sister 
petween this one and his brother and the other ¢irl was young 
er. 

Q You are not inte ested in any way in the reagult of this 
application are you? A Wo sir mot a particle in tlie world, 








Geo. Colbert--7- 


Q. What's your ecoupation? A Farmer. 
Bxamination by T .H.Dubots, Attorney. 


@ Do you know anything about the, trohble of W.C.Mitehel1 
and his brother down in Mississippi that caused him to 
leave Mississippi? A Yes sir. 

Q State whether or not 4t was over the disappearance of a. man? 

A Yes sir. 

Q Do you know when that was? A Wo T dont know just the time 
but I know when it was done, 

Q Do you k mow where they went? A No sir. 

O When they left where did they go 40? A When they left there 
I think they went to Alabama maybe - some place; they left 
there on aceonmt of the trouble, 

wr, Colbert to refresh your memory dont you remember that 
the Mitehell’s lived in Carrell County all their lives -- 
Algira went from there when they were young men ~ went to 
Arkansas and lived all their iives there? A I thought 
they went-to Alabama; 4t may be Arkansas: 


en , rey 


This witness is apparently possessed of as much Indian blood 
as is claimed by him, he is a man of average intelligence. 


Sains Yor ioe 


Clara witchell Wood being first duly sworn upon her oa th 
states thit as stenographer for the Commission to the Five 
Civilized tribes she reported in full all preceedings had 
in the above entitled cause on the lst day of August 1902 
and that the above and foregoing is a full true and correct 
transerinpt of her stenogr:phic notes of said proceedings on 


said date. 
Vijop fktteclheadl 


cubseribed and wworn to hefore me +nis AZ day of August 
190°. 


i 7 
fruw € CVILL 


Notary Pupife. 
( 








Muskogee, Indian Territory; ‘July 2; 190G, 


Mr, ps R, Wood, 
Goalgate, Indian Territory, 


Dear Giri 


The Cornminsion tn in reeeine of'your. letter of June: R8th, 
stating that when the Commission was'at Atoka; thatuSarah 0. Harriss 
whom vou represented, made application for enrellment an a citizen of 
the Choctaw Nation, and that in her petdt ion presented at that time, 
she asked that further time be allowed in which to file evidenon sup- 
poring her claim, You now desire to be informed if sho will be per- 
mitted to file evidence now of regord in the office of the OLerk~of 
the United States Court at South McAlester} also whether whew ill be 
permitted t6 file additional affidavits in furtherance of her clain, 

You are informed t hat the records of this Gommissim show 
that Sarah G. Harris made application for enrollment ar a citizen by 
blood of the Choctaw Nation at Atoka, June 8th, 1900, and also ap- 
plied in behalf of her two sons, Tsaae and Jesse P, Vinacott, and of 
her aon Mack Harris, and her daughter Silly M. Harris; that the Come 
mission at that time, from her oral testimony, there civen, and fron 
the written appligation which she presented to the Cormisaim for ites 
consideration, did not find either her or her children entitled to 
enroliment as oitisens of the Choctaw Nation by blood, and on that 


date the f ollewing judgment was rendered by the Oommiasion. 








J.R.W. 2. 


*The enrollment of vourself and children ia refused for the 
reason that your names doa not appear upon the rolls of the Choctaw 
Nation now in the possession of this Commission, and for the further 
reason that it does not appear that @ither yon or your children have 
ever been r eoogniged as eitizens by bloed of the Ghoetaw Nation by 
the proparly constituted tribal. authorities, or that you were adnite 
ted by the Oommiasion to the Pive Civilized Tribes under tip law ef 
June 20th, 1894, or by a judgment of the United States Court for the 
Indian Territory, * 


As to the astion of this Commission, the judgment of that 
date is final and the Oormission will not accept any other ® videnoa 
offered by applicants in behalf of their clains after judgement has 
been rendered. If your alient dasires, however, to submit further 


affidavits and written evidence and other proper papers the Commige 


sion wil3 accept the same to be forwarded to the Honorable Seerotary 


of the Interior, together with the other papers in this Coane, when 
the tina. rolls of the citizens of the Choctaw Nation are rent to him 


for approval, 


Yours truly, 





an render ¢ this letter, 
pleane refer to 7-R 547 








Muskogee, Indian Territory, January 4, 1901. 


Gresham * Du Bois, 
Attorneys at Law, 
Seuth VeAleaster, Indian Territory. 
Gentlemens 
The Comission is. in reosipt of your letter of the 74h of 
Decerher, 1900 in which you state that as atterneya for ifrs.%. C. 
Harris, “Mary 0. Pool, Wa. Ls Linsgott, Robert ¥. Linsoett and Naney 


Tt. "itmreraid, you desire te file a@ditienal evidence and affidavits, 


You state that these are applicants whe appeared before 
he Coumission at its anpointment in Atoka, June Sth, 1900, and that 
they here been rejeoted by this Commission. 

You are informed that the Commisrion cannet further oon= 
sider the ap»lieation of these parties for enrollment ae citizens 
of the Choctaw Natien. 

The power vested in the Commission in the enroll ent of 
citizens ef any of the Five Tribes of the Indian Territory, is 
limited by the act of Oengress of vay Slist, 1900, which previden: 
"But it ( the Couwmiasion) shall net receive, consider, or make any 
recerd of my application of any persen for enroliment as a member o: 
any tribe in Indian Territory who has net been a reoognized citizen 
thereof, and duly and lewfwlly enrolled er admitted as sueh, and ite 
refusai of sueh applications shall be final when approved by the 
Seeretary of the Interier,® 

In the examination of these applicants at the time of 
their appearanos before the Comission at Atoka, Indian verritory, 


June 8th, 1900, the Commission developed the fact that the names of 





none of the applicants nor their children were at that time or had 





Gresham & TwBois 2 


rthey ever been enrolled by the tribal authorities of the Chootaw 


Netion as citizens of that Watton and further that they nad not 
been admitted to citizeriship. by. the Chogtaw tribal authorities or ty 
the Comnisaion to the Five ciwiitzed Tribes under the Act of 
Congrese of June 10th, 1896 or: By the United States Courts for the 
Indian Territory on appeal from the de@ision of the Chootaw tribal 
authorities or the deeision of this Conmmiesion. 

For these reasons the Comission refused to enroll. these 
applicants and ahy evidence which micht now be adduced showing: their 
Choctaw blood or any other claim they might have as citizéns of the 
Choctaw Nation, could not be considered hy the Commission as the 
act of Congress of May Sist, 1900 above referrea to, clearly 
states the powers of the Commission to hear ahd determine rights of 
applicants to enrollment ae citizens of "hige of the Five Tribes of the 
Indian Territory. 

If, hovever, your clients desire’ te have the record 30 
made in their cases presented to the Secretary of the Interior 
if tney will so not fy the Cemmission in writing in each separate 
application the reoord will-be transmitted to the Secretary of the 
Interior when the cases of avplicants refuned enrollment in the 
Choctaw Nation by the Commission are sent to the Secretary for his 
approval, 


fours truly, 


Aoting Chairman, 








Muskegee, Indian Territory, September 7, 19061. 


Sarah C, Harris, 

Beuth McAlester, Indian Territerys 
Dear Madam! 

Receipt is hereby acknowledged of your letter ef August 8, 
ing that the record in the matter of your application fer enrollment 


citizen of the Choctaw Nation, be forwarded to the Secretary of the 


Interior for his consideration and enclosing additional evidence in 


suppert of your application, 

Your request and the evidence exclosed in your letter have 
duly filed ond the record se made will be forwarded to the Secretary 
the Interior. 


Yeurs truly, 


Commissioner in Charge. 
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Muskogee, Indian Territory, May 6, 1902, 


Sarah C. Harris, 

Atoka, Indian Territory. .-f 
Dear Madam: Re, 

In accordance with the request recently made the Commis-— 
sion in which the change of your post-office address was suggested, 
there 1s forwarded you herewith our letter of March 11, 1902, in 
which you were notified that you would be permitted thirty days 
from that date within which to submit to this Commission an 
affidavit corroborated by two witnesses, showing that you and your 
children are entitled to be identified as Mississippi Choctaws 
under the provisions of the twenty-first section of the act of 
Congress of June 28, 1898. This letter was ‘returned to the 
Commission undelivered. 

You are now advised that if vou desire to submit to this 
Commission an application for the identification of yourself 
and your four minor ohildren as Mississippi Chooctaws entitled to 
rights in the Choctaw lands under the provisions of the fourteenth 
article of the treaty of 1830, you and such witnesses as you may 


present in person will be heard at the office of the Commission at 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, up to and inclusive of May 31, 1902. 








tt &t the expiration ofthat time ne personal evpitont jar 
4s made by, you for the identification of yourself and your 


children as Missisgippi énectaws ;. the “Commission wild then pass 


upon your’ ght to enrollment ag citisens of the Chootaw Nation 
upen the. record now made, 


Yours truly, 


Commissioner in Charve, 








Muskogee, Indian Territory, July 30, 1902, 


KR, WoBride, 
Calloway, Indian Territory, 

Dear Sirs 

Receipt is hereby acknowledged of your letter of the 26th 
inet., ssking information as to whether "John Pool's wife and childe 
ren, ®ls0, Mart Harris! wife have ever been enrolled as Choctaws, 

In reply you are informed that the records of the Commige 
Bion so” thet Sarah C, Harris, wife of Martin A, Harris is an ap-+ 
plicant for the identifioation of herself and minor children, Isaac 
and Jessie F, Tinscott, and “ack and Lillie May Harris as Nissiseippa 
Choctaws, and that Mary 0, Poll, wife of John T, Poel is also an ape 
(plicant for the identifieation of herself and minor children, Arthur 
We, Ollie V,, Addie E,, Cynthia J,, and Sarah F, Pool as Mississipps 


t 
Choctaws, No decision has yet been reached nor opinion rendered 


relative to the right of these persons to identifieation as Missige 


~@ 


sip§i Chootaws, 

The present status of these persons is that of applicante 
for identification as Mississippi Choctaws, whose right to such 
identification haps in no manner been determined, 


Yours truly, 








M.C.R. 6682 


Muskogee, Indian Territery, August 9, 1902, 


Gresham & DuBois, 

Attorneys at Lay, 

South McAlester, Indian Territory, 

Gentlement« ¢ 

The Commission is in receipt of your communication of 
the 7th inst. enclosing interrogatories te be propounded to Rlijah 
Colbert, to be used in evidence in the application of Sarah C. 
Harris, et al., fer identification as Mississippi Choo taws pend ing 
before the Commission te the Five Civilised Tribes, also proof of 
service of copies of said interrogatories upon Messrs. Mansfield, 
MoMurray & Cornish, attorneys for the Choctaw and Chickasaw VYations. 

These documents are returned to you for the reagon that 
the witness whose deposition you desire to have taken is known to 
be a resident of Indian Territory, and aceording to the rules and 
regulations governing the procedure in the taking and submission of 
depositions in support of applications for identification as Miss~ 


issippi Choe tawa, depositions can only be taken case the witness 


whese testimony is desired, is unable through infirmity, sickness 
or age, to appear before the Commisaion at ite office in Muskogee, 
and where said witness is a non resident of Indian Terri tery or the 


etate of Mississippi, As you have not alleged that Elijah Colbert 








ie unable te appeer. for any of ie reasons above set forth, a 
Comminsion to take hie deposi tion cannot ve isened, 


Yours truly, 


Acting Chairman 








Nuskegee, Indian Territory, Sept, 4, 1902, 


Gresham & Du Bois, 

Attorneys at Law, 

South MoAlester, Indian Territory, 
Gentlemen: 

The Commission is in receipt of your communication of the 
ist inet., enclosing an application to take the deposition of 
Blijah Colbert, upon interrogatories thereto attached, to be read 
in evidence in the matter of the application of Sarah C. Harris, e¢ 
al., for identification as Mississippi Choctaws pending before the 
Commission to the Five Civilisea Tribes, 


These documents are returned to you for the reason that 


the affidavit or one of the applicants does not accompany said 


petition as required by Section B of Rule 2, of the Rules and Regue 


lations governing the procedure in the taking and submission of 
depositiong in support of applications for identification as Misge 
fesippi Chootaws. 

You will note that the rule above referred to requires 
that the applicant @esiring to have the Geposition taten in support 
of his application, must file with the Commi ssion his affidavit, 


setting forth the reason why he desires to have said deposition 





BACe® sought to be adduced in the taking of 





Gresham & Dubdig -: 4... oe ' 


‘ 90t@ deposi tion, ae vat : 
A copy of said rules ia harewsth enclosed you: and they 
must be strictly conformed with hefore a Comm eeion oan be iesued 
for the tekiig of gepesittons. 
Youre truly, 


Zaclosure 
GoHs: 14 


Rules eng Regulations 








MC R 8681 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, March 26, 1903. 


Mansfield, MoMurray & Cornish, 
Attorneys for the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations, 
South McAlester, Indian Territory. 
Gentlemen: 
Receipt is hereby acknowledged of your letter of the llth 
instant, in which you ask to be furnished copies of the evidence 


of Elijah Colbert and such other witnesses as have given testimony, 


either oral or by deposition, in the Mississippi Choctaw case of 
Sarah C. Harris, et al. 

In reply to your letter you are informed that it does not 
appear from the records of the Commission that any person by the 
name of Elijah Colbert has testified in this case. Our records, 
however, do show that on August 1, 1902, George Colbert made per= 
BOnal appearance before this Commission and gave oral testimony. 

A copy of his testimony, together with certified copies of the af- 
fidavits of D. L. De Shazo and H. M. Tye, witnesses in this case, 
are herewith enclosed you. The evidence of these witnesses is the 
only testimony, aside from the oral statements of the applicant, 
filed in this case. 


a 


Respectfully, 








Serah C. Harris, 


Atoka, Indign Terr 


~ 


You are hereb: notified tnat the Cornmission to the Five 


trives, on July 14, 1904, rendered its decision refusing 

tions tifica as Mississippi Choctaws of the 
included in tho consolidated ease of Robert He 

ALey including, you and your children, Inmaac Linscott, 

Fiorence TL sob cherris and Lili Ma: Harris 


.] 


You 


(SIGNED) 


4 
“= a 8 
G? = / A AALAA 


6 , 
ah Abbe ebwwew 








~~ 
yyy, 


REFER IN REPLY TO THE FOLLOWING 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR. 
M.C,.R.-5681. COMMISSIONER TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES. 


Muskogee, Indian Territory, May 2, 1906. 
, 


Sarah C. Harris, 

Atoka, Indian Territory. 
Dear Madam: 

You are hereby notified that the Secretary of the Interior 
on April 25, 1906, affirmed the decision of the Commission to the 
Five Civilized Tribes of July 14, 1904, refusing the applications 
of the several persons in the consolidated Mississippi Choctaw case 
of Robert H. Mitchell, et al., of which the application for the 
identification of.yourself and minor children is a pa 


Respectfully, 


Commissioner. 
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For Identification as a Mississippi Choctaw. 
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No. 2683 
For Identification as a Mississippi Choctaw. 
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